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Local News

Rosewood Hotels & 
Resorts® has included Bar-
buda in the expansion of its 
brand. 

Developed by Murbee 
Resorts, Rosewood Barbu-
da will bring an intimate 
expression of Rosewood’s 
ultra-luxury hospitality ex-
perience to the island, fea-
turing 50 resort suites and 
35 Rosewood Residences. 

Barbuda is being de-
scribed as an ideal fit for 
Rosewood as the brand 
grows its presence through-
out the Caribbean islands. 
Rosewood Barbuda will 
join Rosewood Baha Mar, 

Rosewood Little Dix Bay, 
and Rosewood Le Guanah-
ani St. Barth, adding another 
unique gem to a diverse and 

well-appointed portfolio. 
“Rosewood Barbuda 

will effortlessly complement 
the existing natural wonders 

that have long made this in-
timate destination so capti-
vating,” says Radha Arora, 

Rosewood brand includes 
Barbuda in its expansion

cont’d on pg 3
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President of Rosewood Hotels & Re-
sorts. 

“It is an honor to work with all par-
ties involved in the project to realize 
our shared vision of creating an ul-
tra-luxury resort that exists in harmony 
with its surroundings, providing guests 
with an escape in the truest sense of the 
word. Contributing to further develop-
ing the hospitality offer and economy 
of Antigua & Barbuda is an honor and 
a responsibility we are proud of,” said 
Kiril and Georgi Domuschiev, inves-
tors in Murbee Resorts. 

“Rosewood Hotels & Resorts has 
one of the highest standards of the in-
dustry and we are confident our future 
guests will enjoy the paradise beaches 
of Barbuda, and the irreproachable ho-
tel service, as much as we do.” 

Set on 85 secluded acres includ-
ing 900 meters of pristine beachfront, 
Rosewood Barbuda will feature the 

brand’s integrative wellness concept, 
Asaya Spa® with a menu of treatments 
and experiential offerings that address 
Rosewood’s five pillars of wellness: 
emotional balance, fitness and nutri-
tion, physical therapies, skin health, 
and community. 

In addition to the spa’s six treat-
ment rooms, wellness seekers can also 
enjoy an expansive fitness center and 
two pools, including one dedicated to 
families. 

Offering a diverse culinary pro-
gram, the property will feature three 
unique dining outlets including a 
farm-to-table restaurant, which will 
showcase the flavors of the island by 
making use of local produce. 

“This project will accelerate the 
sustainable development of the island, 
boost the local economy, and provide 
new services and amenities for the lo-
cal population,” said Armand Arton, 
Special Economic Envoy to Antigua 

and Barbuda. “The construction phase 
is projected to create employment for 
over 300 workers and is set to begin 
in 2024 and will be built to the high-
est sustainability standards and will 
be operated primarily with renewable 
energy. 

Once operational in 2028, the re-
sort is expected to create employment 
for approximately 300 workers on the 
island. Additionally, a percentage of 
Rosewood Barbuda’s revenues will be 
given to local communities and educa-
tion projects.”

Prime Minister Gaston Browne 
said: “This significant investment will 
greatly boost Barbuda’s local econo-
my, providing employment and ser-
vices for the island’s citizens. With 
sustainable development at the core 
of the hotel’s construction, the project 
will solidify Barbuda’s position as the 
destination of choice for the discerning 
traveller”.

cont’d from pg 2
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Local News

A 32-year-old Greenbay 
Hill resident has become the 
country’s 10th murder vic-
tim for 2023.

Clifford Micah Watt, a 
father of three, was gunned 
down in broad daylight and 
now a search is underway 
by police to find his killer.

Initial reports are that 
Watt was allegedly involved 
in an altercation with a 
man outside of his home on 
Tuesday morning. The rea-
sons behind their confronta-
tion remain unknown. 

The unidentified man 
who Clifford Watt was feud-
ing with left and returned 

sometime around 9AM with 
a suspected accomplice, 
who entered Watt’s prem-

ises and opened fire on the 
house. In the process, the 
gunman encountered Watt 

and shot him multiple times, 
then escaped from the scene.

Clifford Watt was rushed 
to Sir Lester Bird Medical 
Centre, where police said he 
was pronounced dead.

As investigations begin, 
police are seeking the pub-
lic’s assistance in sharing 
information that can assist 
them in solving the coun-
try’s latest homicide.

Anyone with knowl-
edge of the incident is asked 
to contact the Criminal In-
vestigations Department at 
462-3913, or the Crimes-
toppers Hotline at 800-TIPS 
(8477).

Greenbay man shot dead 
following altercation

Clifford Micah Watt
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The government has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with an Amer-
ican company for expansion 
of two of APUA’s Reverse 
Osmosis Plants, namely Ivan 
Rodrigues and the other at 
Ffryes.

Chief of Staff in the Of-
fice of the Prime Minister, 
Ambassador Lionel ‘Max’ 
Hurst, confirmed the signing 
of the agreement with the 
Florida-based company that 
is yet to be named. 

However, he was clear 
that it is non-binding and 
must first be reviewed by 
the Ministry of Legal Affairs 
before it is placed before the 
Cabinet of Antigua and Bar-
buda for consideration and 
approval.

Utilities Minister Melford 
Nicholas is confident that the 
emphasis being placed on 
increased water production 

will bode well for the country 
when levels drop in the natu-
ral water catchment facilities 
that are controlled by Antigua 
Public Utilities Authority.

“Our business plan says 
that we are going to need by 
the end of the first quarter of 
next year, at least 12 million 
gallons of water per day. So, 
we have to get a 50 percent 
increase in our productive ca-

pability,” the utilities minister 
stated recently. Achieving 
that target will also include 
a local company to aid in 
boosting output.  

Minister Melford Nich-
olas said discussions have 
been held with North Sound 
Management that controls the 
facilities previously owned 
by the Stanford Development 
Group in Crabbs, with the 

intention of them producing 
approximately one million 
gallons of water.

“So, we will have an ad-
ditional four million gallons 
of water to add to the eight. 
That will give us the capaci-
ty that we need, certainly to 
meet any uncovered demand 
for water next year.”

He projects there will 
be enough water to meet the 
demands of households and 
businesses throughout the 
country in the first quarter of 
2024, even if dry conditions 
prevail.

The agreements with 
private companies, along 
with the facilities owned by 
APUA, combined, are esti-
mated to meet that demand.

Government has given 
an undertaking to significant-
ly improve water production 
and distribution to residents 
who, overtime, have been 
dissatisfied with APUA’s ef-
forts in handling the need for 
frequent supply of the pre-
cious commodity.

Overseas company engaged 
to boost water production 
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Local News

District A. Magistrate 
Carden Conliffe Clarke has 
expressed gratitude for the 
support he has received 
during his time undergoing 
cancer treatment.

Clarke, who presides 
over criminal matters in 
Saint John’s Magistrates’ 
Court has been on and off 
the bench since 2022, fol-
lowing his cancer diagnosis.

Recently, he completed 
treatment and in the pres-
ence of family members and 
employees of the Oncology 
Department of Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre, rang 
the ceremonial bell in cele-
bration of the end of chemo-

therapy, as he continues his 
journey to wellness.

“To say that this has 
been an eventful year would 
be much of an understate-
ment. Luckily, 40 pounds, 
four surgeries and 12 chemo 
cycles later, I’m still stand-
ing.”

Magistrate Clarke said 
he drew strength to get 
through the difficult process 
from family, friends and 
from medical personnel in 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
Barbados. 

He said words are not 
enough to express his appre-
ciation for the love, care and 
attention that were extended 

to him.
In candid remarks, he re-

called feeling unwell in No-
vember, 2022, but was un-
sure of the reason behind it. 
Clarke subsequently sought 
medical attention and sever-
al tests were conducted, the 
results of which revealed a 
growth in the region of his 
pancreas.

“I left Antigua and with-
in days I was on an operat-
ing table. I woke up in in-
tensive care a day later, with 
a scar from my chest to my 
belly button.” Thereafter, 
the judicial officer began an 
almost one-year treatment 
cycle.

Magistrate Clarke celebrates 
end of cancer treatment

Carden Conliffe Clarke
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The Ministry of Tour-
ism, Civil Aviation, Trans-
portation and Investment 
will begin accepting ap-
plications on Thursday 
from food vendors wishing 
to secure booths at next 
year’s UN SIDS4 Confer-
ence, scheduled for Anti-
gua and Barbuda.

According to the Min-
istry of Tourism, vendor 

space is limited and all 
applicants must undergo a 
UN-approved certification 
process.

Application forms are 
available at the Ministry of 
Tourism on Queen Eliza-
beth Highway, Monday to 
Friday, from 9 am to 2 pm. 
Forms can also be down-
loaded at https://www.visi-
tantiguabarbuda.com from 

Thursday.
Completed application 

forms must be submitted 
no later than Friday, 5th 
January, 2024, to the Min-
istry of Tourism, Civil Avi-
ation, Transportation, and 
Investment.

More information is 
available by calling 468-
4070.

The conference will 
be held from 27th to 30th 
May, 2024, at the Confer-
ence Centre of the Ameri-
can University of Antigua 
(AUA).

SIDS4 will be held un-
der the theme “Charting 
the Course Toward Resil-
ient Prosperity”. 

It aims to assess the 
capability of Small Is-
land Developing States to 
achieve sustainable devel-
opment, including the 2030 
Agenda and its Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

The conference will 
produce an inter-govern-
mental agreed, focused, 
forward-looking, and ac-
tion-oriented political out-
come document.

Approximately 5,000 
people from around the 
world are expected to at-
tend the international con-
ference.

Call for applications from food 
vendors ahead of SIDS conference



PAGE 9

WEDNESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2023



PAGE 10

WEDNESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2023

The Bahamas set a re-
cord for tourist arrivals as 
the country has welcomed 8 
million visitors this year.

The Ministry of Tour-
ism, Investments and Avi-
ation announced the devel-
opment on Monday saying 
that it could have only been 
achieved through the unified 
efforts, strategic planning, 
and visionary initiatives of 
the government and stake-
holders.

Chester Cooper, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Tourism, celebrated 
the achievement, which rep-
resents a significant rebound 
for the Bahamian travel and 
leisure sector following the 
ravages of COVID-19.

“The Bahamas has long 
been a sought-after destina-

tion, and reaching eight mil-
lion visitors is a milestone 
that reflects the collective 
dedication of our tourism 
professionals nationwide. 
Our success lies not just 
in our islands’ allure but in 
the strategic endeavours 
we have embraced. As we 

celebrate this achievement, 
we are equally focused on 
shaping a future that ensures 
sustained year-over-year 
growth and enhances the 
visitor experience,” Cooper 
commented.

Cooper underscored the 
importance of collaboration 

between the government 
and private sector, stating: 
“Our partners have been in-
strumental in achieving this 
milestone. Their continued 
collaboration is key to our 
sustained success, and to-
gether, we will shape the 
future of Bahamian tourism 
and the Bahamian econo-
my.”

Latia Duncombe, Di-
rector General of Tourism, 
remarked: “This historic 
milestone in visitor arrivals 
is a clear indicator of the 
unique charm and richness 
of our 16-island destination. 
Our unwavering dedication 
to offering diverse, authentic 
experiences underlines our 
strategy for Brand Bahamas. 
We ensure every traveller’s 
journey is not just a visit, but 
an unforgettable, enriching 
experience that beckons a re-
turn to our beautiful shores.”

The officials said they 
will continue working with 
stakeholders to ensure con-
tinued growth in the island’s 
vital tourism sector.

Travel
Bahamas’ tourism sector surges with 

record-breaking 8 million visitors
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Business

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has found that Guyana’s econo-
my has tripled in size since the country 
began extracting oil in late 2019.

The data was released on Monday 
following the IMF’s Article IV consul-
tation with Guyana.

“The Guyanese economy con-
tinues to experience record growth, 
supported by the government’s mod-
ernisation plans and unparalleled oil 
and gas sector expansion. Overall real 
GDP growth is projected to grow 38.4 
per cent in 2023 and on average of 20 
percent per year during 2024-28,” the 
IMF said.

“Guyana’s very favourable medi-
um-term growth prospects are accom-
panied by upside risks—key among 
them being further oil discoveries that 
would continue to improve growth 
prospects—and downside risks—in-
flationary pressures and the apprecia-
tion of the real exchange rate beyond 
the level implied by a balanced expan-
sion of the economy. Adverse climate 
shocks, and volatile or lower than pro-

jected commodity prices, may also 
negatively impact the economy.”

According to the IMF, a key chal-
lenge for Guyana would be to manage 
its large revenue inflows “to ensure 
macro-economic stability and sus-
tainability, while investing steadily in 
people, physical infrastructure, and in-
stitutions.”

Guyana’s 2023 policy mix has 
been deemed appropriate by the IMF 
as the government is increasing spend-
ing to meet the country’s large devel-
opment needs and also grow the non-
oil GDP.

“The authorities’ commitment to 
fiscal discipline is welcome and al-
lows for a balanced growth path, with 
moderating fiscal impulses projected 
to achieve a zero overall fiscal balance 
by 2028. Gross international reserves 
and substantial saving in the National 
Resource Fund are expected to contin-
ue to accumulate in the medium-term,” 
the IMF said.

The IMF recommended that Guy-
ana adopts a comprehensive medi-

um-term fiscal framework (MTFF).
“As a fiscal anchor, staff recom-

mend setting a path for the non-oil pri-
mary balance (as a percent of non-oil 
GDP) consistent with the ceilings the 
withdrawals from the NRF of oil reve-
nues which aim to ensure inter-gener-
ational equity. 

“The MTFF should encompass 
further modernising the public fi-
nancial management framework, to 
contain a clear medium-term fiscal 
anchor, a transition path, and an op-
erational target. Staff recommend pe-
riodic expenditure reviews to ensure 
macroeconomic stability and preserve 
competitiveness by setting the pace of 
public investment to take into account 
absorption and institutional capacity 
constraints of the economy,” the report 
said.

The IMF has also recommended 
that Guyana continues to closely mon-
itor its macroeconomic and financial 
indicators. Guyana was advised to 
tighten its monetary policy stance and 
use macroprudential tools as needed.

Guyana’s oil-fuelled economy 
triples in size, IMF reports
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Regional News

Newly minted citizen Richardson 
Louis is ecstatic that he is now offi-
cially a Jamaican.

He was one of 33 people who 
were, on Monday, granted citizenship 
by the Government during a ceremony 
at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel in New 
Kingston.

They were presented with docu-
ments formalising their status by the 
Passport, Immigration and Citizenship 
Agency (PICA).

“Jamaica is home. Finally, I am 
home,” Louis emphatically declared 
after receiving his documents.  

Jamaican citizenship is granted by 
virtue of marriage, registration (for 

Commonwealth citizens), naturali-
sation (for non-Commonwealth citi-
zens), by descent, citizenship in cas-
es of doubt (for persons whose birth 
was not registered), and restoration 
(for persons who had previously re-
nounced their Jamaican citizenship).

Louis, who was born in Haiti in 
1993, told JIS News that he is very 
happy he chose to become a Jamaican 
and believes the process facilitating 
this was worth it. 

“It is a long process. I waited four 
years, but I’m so happy. I feel so excit-
ed to be a Jamaican national,” he said, 
while holding a mini Jamaican flag. 

Louis, a translator in the tourism 

industry, shared that, as a Jamaican, 
he is pleased to be associated with na-
tional treasures like Bob Marley, Us-
ain Bolt, and Shelly Ann Fraser-Pryce. 

He relishes the beauty of Jamaican 
culture, noting that his favourite as-
pect is the food.

Louis is also looking forward to 
voting in Jamaica, noting that for the 
first time in his life, he will not be ex-
posed to any political unrest as was his 
experience prior to coming here.

“In Jamaica, it is better for me 
when it comes to safety and work-
ing. I can go outside and come back 
home without fear. Some people may 

Haitian man waits four years 
to become Jamaican citizen

Chief Executive Officer, Passport , Immigration and Citizenship Agency (PICA), Andrew Wynter (left), presents a Certificate of Cit-
izenship to newly minted Jamaican, Richardson Louis, during PICA’s citizenship ceremony at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel in New 
Kingston, on Monday. (Photo: JIS)

cont’d on pg 15
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Regional News
CMC - Jamaica has 

been re-elected to the In-
ternational Maritime Orga-
nization (IMO) Council for 
another two-year period.

A government state-
ment said that the island 
successfully secured a seat 
on Category “C” of the 
IMO following elections 
held at the 33rd Assembly 
in London, over the last 
weekend.

Jamaica secured 120 of 
the 168 votes for a 20th po-
sition and will serve for a 
two-year term on the IMO 
Council from 2024.

“Jamaica is honoured 
to be re-elected to the IMO 
Council, and grateful for 
the trust placed in our na-
tion by our international 
partners. We remain stead-
fast in our commitment to 
working collaboratively to 
address the challenges fac-
ing the industry and con-
tinue to contribute to the 
sustainable development 
on the global space,” said 
Science, Energy, Telecom-
munications and Transport 
Minister, Daryl Vaz, who is 
leading the Jamaica dele-
gation to the IMO meeting 
that ends on Wednesday.

Vaz said that the 
re-election is a significant 
achievement which reaf-
firms the country’s contin-
ued commitment to pro-
moting maritime safety, 
security, and environmen-
tal sustainability on the 
global stage.

“Jamaica’s re-election 
to the IMO Council is a 
testament to the nation’s 
longstanding dedication 
to the principles and ob-
jectives of the IMO. The 
delegation played a crucial 
role in advancing discus-
sions and initiatives aimed 
at enhancing the safety and 
efficiency of international 
shipping.”

The 33rd IMO Assem-
bly is open to all 175 mem-
ber states and three Asso-
ciate Members.

Category “C” compris-
es 20 states that have spe-
cial interest in maritime 
transport or navigation, 
and whose election to the 
Council ensures the rep-
resentation of all major 
geographic regions of the 
world.

The Assembly is the 
highest governing body 
of the Organisation and 

responsible for approv-
ing the work of the vari-
ous committees, proposes 
the budget, appoints the 
Secretary General for the 
Assembly’s approval, and 

makes policy recommen-
dations including IMO’s 
Strategic Plan.

“Securing an IMO 
Council seat provides Ja-
maica with an opportunity 
to represent the interests 
of Caribbean states, small 
island developing states, 
and least developed coun-
tries and solidify Jamaica’s 
place at the international 
Maritime level,” the state-
ment said, noting that the 
country has been a member 
of the IMO since 1976 and 
was first elected to Council 
in 2007.

be scared here, but I am not afraid. I feel 
safe,” he said. 

PICA’s Director of Citizenship, Car-
ol Saunders Hammond, said the Agency 
hopes to make citizenship services more 
accessible, efficient and customer-friendly, 
in the near future, to better facilitate peo-
ple who are eager to establish their Jamai-
can roots. 

She encouraged the new citizens to 

consider how they may be able to positive-
ly impact Jamaica. This, while taking on 
the responsibility of being a good citizen. 

The citizenship recipients were treated 
to performances from the Jamaican Folk 
Singers and the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force Band.

They also had the opportunity to par-
take of Jamaican foods, which included 
ackee and saltfish, escoveitched fish, bam-
my, festival and sorrel. 

cont’d from pg 14

Jamaica re-elected to IMO Council
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

At least 85 civilians were killed 
in Kaduna state, north-west Nigeria, 
in an air strike during a Muslim reli-
gious celebration on Sunday, the lo-
cal emergency management authori-
ty said.

The civilians were killed in a 
“bombing mishap”, President Bola 
Tinubu said without giving a death 
toll.

State Governor Uba Sani said 
they were “mistakenly killed” by a 
military drone “targeting terrorists 
and bandits”.

More than 60 people were admit-
ted to hospital for treatment, officials 
said.

The defence ministry termed the 
operation a “needless tragedy” add-
ing that a routine mission against 
militants “inadvertently affected 
members of the community”.

Nigeria’s military has for years 
been battling armed criminals and 
militants who has been operating 
in parts of northern Nigeria, raiding 
villages and kidnapping residents for 
ransom.

The airstrike happened when vil-
lagers from Tundun Biri gathered for 
a religious festival on Sunday eve-
ning.

The head of the army, Lt Gen 
Taoreed Lagbaja has apologised to 
the residents and paid a condolence 
visit to the village.

He expressed regret about “the 
unfortunate mishap, describing it as 
a very disheartening occurrence”, 
the army said.

Gen Lagbaja said that troops 
were carrying out aerial patrols when 
they observed a group of people and 
“wrongly analysed and misinterpret-
ed their pattern of activities” to be 
similar to that of the bandits, before 

the drone strike.
President Tinubu has asked for a 

“thorough and full-fledged investi-
gation into the incident and calls for 
calm while the authorities look dili-
gently into the mishap” a statement 
from his office said.

The governor has also called for 
an investigation.

“The Northwest Zonal Office 
has received details from the local 
authorities that 85 dead bodies have 
so far been buried while search is 
still ongoing,” a statement from the 
National Emergency Management 
Agency in the federal capital, Abuja, 
said.

“It is worthy of note that the ca-
sualties ranged from children, wom-
en and the elderly,” it added.

One man, who witnessed what 
happened, told the BBC’s Hausa ser-
vice that there were two attacks.

“The aircraft dropped a bomb at 
the venue, it destroyed and killed our 
people including women and chil-
dren,” he said.

“The second bomb was dropped 

on some of us who went to bring 
dead bodies of the victims of the first 
blast. We lost about 34 people in my 
family and we have 66 injured peo-
ple in the hospital.”

A woman who saw the after-
math of the bombing told the BBC 
that bodies were strewn all over the 
place.

“Some women died holding their 
babies, some of the babies survived 
while others died along with their 
mothers,” she said.

The Nigerian military has in the 
past been accused of causing civil-
ian casualties while battling militia 
gangs, known locally as bandits, in 
the north-west of the country. The 
government has labelled the gangs 
“terrorists”.

More than 300 people have been 
killed since 2017 in accidental strikes 
by the Nigerian military, a report by 
SB Morgen, a research firm, said.

In 2021, at least 20 fishermen 
were killed accidentally in a Nige-
rian fighter jet strike on a jihadist 
camp in north-east Nigeria.

Nigeria airstrike ‘mistakenly’ kills 
worshippers at religious festival

Villagers have lost many family members in the airstrike by the military.
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

A man is presumed 
dead after his house in a 
suburb of Washington DC 
exploded during a standoff 
with police.

Authorities said James 
Yoo, 56, was the sole occu-
pant of his unit in a duplex 
house in Arlington, Virgin-
ia.

Officers were called 
to the house at 16:45 lo-
cal time (21:45 GMT) on 
Monday after reports of 
someone firing a flare gun.

Neighbours were evac-
uated. When police ap-
proached the building, 
shots were fired, and the 
house exploded.

Three officers sus-
tained minor injuries, but 
police said on Tuesday that 
no neighbours or bystand-
ers were hurt.

Around 10 to 12 homes 
in the surrounding area 
were affected by the blast. 
Police are still investigat-
ing what caused the explo-
sion.

Fire officials said the 
gas supply to the house had 
been turned off prior to the 
blast.

The incident began 
when police say Mr Yoo 
fired a flare gun more than 
30 times from inside his 
home.

After authorities were 
called, they got a search 
warrant for the home.

They first tried to speak 
to Mr Yoo over the phone 
and through loudspeakers, 
but he did not respond.

Arlington County Po-
lice Chief Andy Penn said 
officers then broke down 
the door to the home and 
came under suspected gun-
fire.

“Officers could not lo-
cate the source of the sus-
pected gunfire or its intend-
ed target,” Mr Penn said 
during a news conference 
on Tuesday afternoon.

Police used what they 
described as “non-flam-
mable” chemicals in areas 
where the suspect was be-
lieved to be hiding in an at-
tempt to get him out of the 
home.

The house blew up 
shortly afterwards, at 
around 20:25.

Human remains were 
found in the wreckage and 
medical examiners are 
working to positively iden-

tify them as those of the 
suspect, Mr Penn said.

There is no ongoing 
threat to the public and no 
other suspects, police said.

Mr Yoo’s social me-
dia accounts indicated that 
he spent years filing legal 
claims and alleging con-
spiracies with little evi-
dence to back them up.

He posted videos on-
line of documents from a 
number of lawsuits that 
accused people of stalking, 
threatening and harassing 
him.

Mr Yoo’s claims were 
consistently thrown out by 
the courts.

Police are also look-
ing into “concerning so-
cial media posts” believed 
made by Mr Yoo.

Mr Penn said that Ar-
lington Police had not en-

countered Mr Yoo with 
the exception of two noise 
complaints “over the past 
couple years”.

Dave Sundberg, assis-
tant director of the FBI’s 
Washington field office, 
said that Mr Yoo had con-
tacted the bureau several 
times over the years mak-
ing allegations of fraud, 
but none of the messages 
resulted in any investiga-
tions.

The blast shook sur-
rounding buildings, and au-
thorities are assisting sev-
eral families who could not 
yet return to their homes.

Videos circulating on 
social media showed de-
bris and plumes of smoke 
flying into the air as the 
house explodes, blasting 
off the roof of the house 
and crumbling its walls.

Suspect James Yoo believed 
killed in Virginia house explosion

The fireball was seen across Arlington.
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Sports News

As was expected, the 
West Indies Academy in-
flicted a crushing defeat 
on Emerging Island in 
their four-day match at the 
Coolidge Cricket Ground 
in Antigua on Monday to 
sweep the series 2-0.

Having been set a 
nigh-impossible target of 
575 runs, the tourists wilt-
ed under the pressure and 
were bowled out for 143, 
thus losing by a mammoth 
432 runs.

Having resumed from 
their overnight total of 172 
for four and an already sig-
nificant lead of 432 runs, 
West Indies Academy, 
spurred by Kevin Wick-
ham’s unbeaten 105 and 
contributions of 32 from 
captain Nyeem Young and 
22 from McKenny Clarke, 
eventually declared on 321 
for eight.

The spark in the dark 
for Emerging Ireland was 
the haul of five wickets 
for 75 runs by Tom Hayes, 
who got some support from 
Michael Frost, whose two 
wickets came at the cost of 
136 runs from 32 overs.

Chasing a target of al-
most 600 runs, Emerging 
Ireland were never up to 
the task against a rested 
and confident West Indies 
Academy bowling attack, 
which was once again led 
by Joshua Bishop, who 
snatched four for 36.

Seamer McKenny 
Clarke chipped in with 

two for 16 as Ireland were 
bowled out for 143. Kev-
lon Anderson claimed the 
Player of the Match award.

West Indies Academy’s 
skipper, Nyeem Young, 
beamed with pride as he 
spoke of the series win.

“It was an excellent 
performance by the boys 
throughout the series, and 
I am very happy as a cap-
tain. 

“There were some very 
good individual perfor-
mances throughout the se-
ries; a lot of the guys put 
their hands up and got us 
through some tricky situ-
ations throughout the se-
ries,” Young said.

“We played the Head-
ley-Weekes series ear-
lier in the year, and we 

had some KPIs for those 
games; we took them into 
this series as well, and the 
players just put their hands 
up, which as a captain 
makes me very happy.”

Joshua Bishop scored 
125 runs and took 10 wick-
ets to be named the Four-
Day Player of the Series. 
He was the most outstand-
ing player on show as he 
followed up another Player 
of the Series performance 
in the List A (50 over se-
ries), which the West In-
dies earlier won 2-1.

Bishop said, “It feels 
good, and I am just glad 
that my performances were 
able to help the team win 
the series convincingly. 
Coming into the series, I 
was just looking to back 

myself and my skills and to 
be prepared for the region-
al four-day tournament.

“I really enjoyed the 
red-ball format because it’s 
much different from the 
white-ball because there 
are no limitations. I can 
bowl the red ball all day 
and bat the whole day, so 
I’m really enjoying it. I’m 
looking forward to pursu-
ing more red-ball cricket 
in 2024.”

Emerging as a surprise 
package was fast bowler 
Isai Thorne, who claimed 
the most wickets in the se-
ries. The teenager bowled 
with genuine pace to end 
with 12 wickets, which 
included match figures of 
eight for 41 in the opening 
match last week.

The West Indies Academy with their trophies after sweeping two-match series against Emerging 
Ireland at the Coolidge Cricket Ground here in Antigua on Monday, December 4, 2023. (CWI 
Media)

West Indies Academy crush 
Ireland to sweep series
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Former champions 
Greenbay Hoppers fended 
off a surprising second-half 
fight back from Green City 
to claim their first win in the 
Antigua and Barbuda Foot-
ball Association’s (ABFA) 
Premier Division League on 
Monday.

Hoppers almost squan-
dered a five-goal lead as 
they managed to prevail 
5-4 against the Premier 
League’s newcomers in 
their second round encoun-
ter at the ABFA Technical 
Center at Paynters.

Senior national player 
Javorn Stevens and Ammiel 
Joseph both scored twice 
for the Hoppers, who lost 
their opening encounter 3-1 
against Ottos Rangers the 
previous week.

Stevens scored his first 
goal in the 5th minute and 
Tiquan Matthew made it 2-0 
with a 15th-minute conver-
sion. Joseph then scored his 
two goals in quick succes-
sion to increase the Hoppers 
advantage. He had conver-
sions in the 27th and 28th 
minutes and Stevens scored 
his second goal of the match 
by converting a penalty in 
the 35th minute to give the 
Hoppers a 5-0 half-time 
lead. 

By then, it appeared that 
Hoppers was on course for 
an easy victory, but Green 
City tuned the match into a 
tighter contest by producing 
a second-half fight back, 
which almost salvaged a 
draw and a share of the 
points.

National senior team 
goalkeeper Zaire Scott, 
scored the first of four goals 
in the second half for Green 
City by converting a penalty 
in the 59th minute.

Sylvester Fenton scored 
in the 66th minute to fur-
ther reduce the deficit. 
Green City, which suffered 
a narrow 2-1 loss to SAP in 
their premier league debut 
the previous week, contin-
ued their impressive fight 
back by scoring twice in a 
two-minute span to give the 
Hoppers a real scare.

Amali Colbourne scored 
in the 80th minute and Jah-
quane Richards converted 
Green City’s fourth goal in 
the 81st minute. 

Green City’s quest for 
the equalizer proved elusive 
as the Hoppers held on to 
secure victory and avoided 
the embarrassment of losing 
a Premier League game af-
ter holding such a huge ad-
vantage.

Bethesda/Christian Hill 
came from behind to claim 
their first win in the ABFA’s 
Second Division League 
by securing a 4-1 victo-
ry against ABAYA at the 
Bethesda playing field on 
Monday.

O’Shale Simon scored 
a hat-trick with conversions 
in the 24th, 47th, and 65th 
minutes and Chunsae Mar-
tin scored in the 85th minute 
for Bethesda/Christian Hill. 

Jahvante Harriette scored 
the first goal of the match 
with a 3rd-minute conver-
sion for ABAYA.

The ABFA’s domestic 
league will continue with 
the second round of matches 
in the second division today 
at 4:30 pm.

West Ham will face 
CPTSA Wings at Princess 
Margaret School’s Playing 
Field. Earthquakes will take 
on English Harbour at the 
Fort Road playing field. 

FC Master Ballerz will 
tackle Soccer Academy at 
the Radio Range Playing 
Field in Ottos and Glan-
villes will clash with Celt-
ics at the Glanvilles Playing 
Field.

Players of the Greenbay Hoppers team in a huddle at the ABFA Technical Center. (File Photo)

Hoppers clinch first Premier League win 
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Princess Margaret 
School (PMS) extended 
their unbeaten run to in-
crease its lead at the top 
of the Under-16 Boys’ Di-
vision in the Ministry of 
Sports Secondary Schools’ 
Football League on Mon-
day.

Greg Williams scored 
twice as Princess Marga-
ret School cruised to a 4-0 
victory against Jennings 
Secondary at the PMS 
Playing Field.

Williams had conver-
sions in the 6th and 8th 
minutes, Jayden Warner 
scored in the 34th minute 
and Jahrio Ferron scored 
in the 47th minute for Prin-
cess Margaret School.

Their 10th win in as 
many games lifted Prin-
cess Margaret to 30 points 
at the top of the 12-team 
round-robin league com-
petition. 

The result meant that 
Jennings Secondary suf-
fered its sixth loss to com-
plete its quota of 11 match-
es with a total of 11 points.

Defending champion 
Antigua Grammar School 
also completed its quota 
of matches by romping to 
a 5-0 victory against Glan-
villes Secondary School 
in the second game of a 
double header at the PMS 
Playing Field.

Samuel Brazier scored 
a hat-trick by scoring in the 
5th, 11th, and 27th minutes 
and Ezekiel Clarke scored 
the other two goals for An-

tigua Grammar Schools 
with conversions in the 3rd 
and 45th minutes. 

Antigua Grammar 
School moves into third 
place as it finishes its 
campaign in the Under-16 
Boys’ Division on 23 
points after recording its 
seventh win in 11 matches.

It was also the final 
match of the competition 
for Glanvilles Secondary, 
which ended its campaign 
with 16 points from its 11 
matches. 

Silence Manyaka 
scored twice in the 17th 
and 50th minutes to lead 

Ottos Comprehensive 
School to a 2-0 victory 
against Irene B. Williams 
Secondary at King George 
V. Recreation Grounds 
in their final match of the 
competition.

Ottos Comprehensive 
moves into second place as 
it completes its quota of 11 
matches with 24 points. 

Its fourth loss in 10 
matches ensures Irene B. 
Williams will remain on 
13 points with one game 
remaining.

Antigua State College 
and Ottos Comprehensive 
School fought to a goalless 

draw in the West Zone of 
the Under-20 Boys’ Divi-
sion at the King George 
V. Recreation Grounds 
on Monday. The result 
ensured Ottos Compre-
hensive remained in sec-
ond place behind Princess 
Margaret School, which 
currently leads the compe-
tition with 20 points from 
nine matches. 

Ottos Comprehensive 
advances to 19 points from 
eight matches, while ASC 
remains in third place by 
moving on to 17 points 
from the same number of 
outings. 

PMS continues to dominate  
school league’s U-16 boys’ division
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There is a new leader 
of the Antigua and Barbu-
da National Domino Asso-
ciation’s (ABNDA) final 
three-hand competition of 
the year.

Dominatrixx is now at 
the helm after the fourth 
round of matches in the 
accumulated points three-
hand competition at the 
ABNDA’s headquarters in 
Ottos.

Dominatrixx jumped 
from third place, overtak-
ing the B teams of both the 
Willikies Super Stars and 
Bolans Revellers, to move 
into first place in the 14-
team round-robin contest 
with an overall total of 307 
points.

Dominatrix won the 
opening match by scoring 
79 points to beat Double Six 
Diamonds with 76 points 
and the Bolans Revellers A 
Team with 56 points.

Former leaders Triple 
Dynamite jumped from 
fourth place up to second 
place by winning the third 
match of the fourth round to 
advance to an overall total 
of 304 points.

Triple Dynamite scored 
76 points to defeat the Moise 
Eagles with 69 points and 
the Willikies Super Stars B 
Team with 58 points.

The result caused the 
B team of Willikies Super 
Stars to slip from second to 
fourth place with an overall 

total of 288 points.
Ramplers jumped from 

fifth to third place with an 
overall total of 295 points 
by finishing second in the 
final fourth-round encoun-
ter.

It was won by the Full 
Clip A team, which scored 
76 points to prevail against 
the Ramplers with 72 points 
and the Parham Strikers 
with 68 points.

The Willikies Super 
Stars A Team won the oth-
er fourth-round encoun-
ter by scoring 82 points to 
beat Unstoppables with 71 
points and the Full Clip B 
Team with 64 points.

Willikies Super Stars 
won the only match that 

was played in the 125 Four-
Hand Competition. 

The Super Stars beat 
Everyday Service Sta-
tion Double Six 125-113 
to avenge a 117-125 loss 
when both sides met earlier 
in the four-team round-rob-
in four-hand contest.

The result meant that 
Willikies Super Stars joined 
A.S. Bryden and Stingray 
City Bolans Revellers at the 
top of the standings with 
identical records of three 
wins and one loss from four 
matches.

Double Six has two 
wins from four encounters  
and the Ramplers are in the 
cellar without a win after 
losing all four matches.

Dominatrixx take over as 
leaders in domino contest 
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With the ICC Men’s Cricket 
World Cup India 2023 now conclud-
ed, the focus turns squarely to the 
West Indies and the USA, hosts of the 
ninth edition of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup, which will take place in 
June 2024.

During the period November 30 
to December 15, 2023, a delegation 
consisting of representatives from the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) 
and Cricket West Indies (CWI) is con-
ducting its second inspection of the 
confirmed World Cup host countries 
from the Caribbean and host cities in 
the USA, to be used for the pinnacle 
event in T20 cricket. 

The inspection will be a com-
prehensive assessment of all the 
host countries and venues for both the 
World Cup and warm-up matches.

This will be the first ICC World 
Cup to be hosted in the USA, and a 
record 20 teams will be divided into 
four groups, with 55 matches being 
played across the competition.

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2024 Tournament Director Fawwaz 
Baksh said, “The main goal of the 
assessment is to thoroughly review 
each host country and work alongside 
each one to assist them in delivering 
the best experience for the players 
and thousands of fans who are ex-
pected to attend the tournament.

“This forms part of our overarch-
ing vision to host the biggest cricket 
carnival the world has ever seen and 
will help to reinforce the region’s sta-

tus as a premier venue for the staging 
of world-class sporting events.”

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2024 Head of Operations, Khushi-
yal Singh, added, “Areas that will be 
assessed include pitch and outfield 
preparations, practice facilities, play-
ers dressing rooms, broadcast and 
media facilities, IT and security capa-
bilities, hotels and guest houses, areas 
for fan parks, and other key compo-
nents that are fundamental to the suc-
cessful staging of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup.”

Once the inspections and assess-
ments are completed, the ICC will 
compile their findings and communi-
cate any necessary recommendations 
to CWI and, by extension, the host 
countries and match venues.

The valuable feedback from these 
visits will be instrumental in guid-
ing each country and venue on the 
necessary steps needed to be taken 
to deliver an exceptional experience 
for players, spectators, and all other 
stakeholders throughout the duration 
of the tournament. 

Representatives from the ICC and CWI delegation carrying out inspections at one of 
the host venues for the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024, the Sir Vivian Richards Stadi-
um in Antigua, on November 30, 2023. (CWI Media)

CWI and ICC on two-week 
inspection of venues


