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Story on Page 2

PM SCOFFS AT 
DR. DANIEL’S 
ASSERTIONS

 Prime Minister Gaston Browne brought smiles and commendations from attendees at the National Soup Kitchen by taking part in 
sharing out lunches to those who depend on the organisation for a hot meal daily. Story on page 5.
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____________________ 
 

AUCTION NOTICE 
______________________ 

 
 
REGISTRATION SECTION  BLOCK  PARCEL 
 
SOUTH CENTRAL     15 1987B  227 
 
 
Instructed by ACB MORTGAGE AND TRUST COMPANY LIMITED, I shall 
sell by PUBLIC AUCTION on Tuesday the 16th day of January 2024 at 11:00am 
the above residential property at Buckley’s Heights. 
 
The property is under the ownership of LOREAN DENISE ROBERTS (aka 
DENISE LOREAN ROBERTS). The land is a 10,890 sq. ft. (0.25 acre) plot with 
an approximate 3,841 sq. ft., 2-storey with a partial basement reinforced concrete 
building with 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms.  
 
The property is in a quiet residential area with a commanding view of the 
surrounding area. 
 
The Auction shall be held on site. 
 
Details of the Auction may be obtained from Mr. Trevor Santos, Public 
Auctioneer at telephone numbers: 464-7653 and 562-7653. 
 
 

Dated this the 15th day of December 2023 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Trevor Santos 
Licensed Auctioneer 
 
 

In the wake of the 
UPP’s boycott of the Na-
tional Budget debate in the 
House of Representatives 
this week, various spokes-
persons for the party have 
been making public pro-
nouncements in what ap-
pears to be an attempt to 
make up for the lost oppor-
tunity to participate in the 
debate.

One such person is Dr. 
George Daniel, said to be 
one of the key advisors to 
the party’s leadership. 

He can be heard stating 
that St. Kitts Nevis spends 
twice as much as a percent-
age of its GDP on a capi-
ta basis than does Antigua 
and Barbuda.

It is not clear whether 

his assertion was supported 
by data, however, in a quick 
response, Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne, said the 
UPP and its spokespersons 
are making the case for the 
ABLP government in that 
it has been frugal in spend-
ing the people’s money.

“I think between him-
self and D. Gisele Isaac, 
I want to send them one 
of our 40-foot containers 
of hams and turkeys each 
because they have made 
the case for the ABLP; we 
could not have said it any 
better. 

He made the point that 
St. Kitts-Nevis spends 
twice the amount than An-
tigua and Barbuda on a per 
capita basis which means 

that the counter claim that 
there has been profligacy 
by my administration is 
unfounded. 

He was trying to make 
the case that we mis-man-
aged public finances while 
quoting statistics from St. 
Kitts in which it has been 
shown with empirical evi-
dence that they spend more 
than we do on a per capita 
basis,” he remarked.

PM Browne, who also 
holds the finance ministry 
portfolio, said the govern-
ment has been quite frugal 
in how it spends the peo-
ple’s money. 

“One of the reasons 
why we have to be frugal is 
that we collect the least tax 
of any country in the East-
ern Caribbean and beyond. 

“What we have done is 
to empower the people of 
Antigua and Barbuda with 
strong disposable incomes 

so they can spend and in-
vest more. 

“That policy works 
well for the ABLP to the 
extent that we continue to 
outperform other countries 
within the Caribbean. 

“We have enjoyed 
stronger rates of growth 
and admittedly, govern-
ment’s finances have been 
difficult and we have not 
been able to meet or ob-
ligations because of this 
low taxation. as we have 
the lowest rates in the Ca-
ribbean,” PM Browne ex-
plained.

PM Browne stated 
that the adjustments being 
made to the ABST rate is 
to allow government to be 
able to meet some of its 
obligations and the minor 
increase on the rate of tax-
ation to GDP is not consid-
ered to be onerous for the 
people.

PM scoffs at Dr. Daniel’s assertions

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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weeps for your loss. No words can ade-
quately express my condolences for the 
untimely departure of such an immac-
ulate soul. 

“Hold on to the memories, as Ri-
cardo’s legacy will forever live on 
through his music. Rest in peace, Ri-
cardo Drue.”

Senator Shenella Govia, Junior 
Minister with responsibility for Carni-
val, expressed her deep sorrow, saying, 
“I am extremely saddened by the loss 
of Ricardo Drue. So young and yet full 
of life, Ricardo, in my eyes, holds Anti-
gua and Barbuda close to his heart and 
is always ready to give back selflessly. 

“This past year was his best year 
personally and professionally and sad-
ly his last. One of his favorite things 
he would often say to me is, ‘I am not 
just your Cultural Envoy on paper, I am 
always a phone call away.’ Gone too 
soon, one of the humblest to ever grace 

the international stage representing An-
tigua and Barbuda. Rest in peace, Ri-
cardo.”

“The news is still surreal to me. 
Drue refers to me as Auntie Lisa; I 
knew him from the time he was born. 
I watched him grow up; it was a pro-
found joy watching his growth and 
transition into this musical giant. Being 
reminded of Drue’s love for me and 
how he often said he felt so safe around 
me warmed my heart. Last night, we 
finalized the artwork for Ricardo for 
One Nation to release on Friday. It was 
always a joy to work with him. With 
his professionalism and his work ethic 
in his craft, I can’t recall ever getting 
a no from him. This is a huge loss for 
Antigua and Barbuda, the cultural land-
scape, and the entertainment fraternity. 
Ricardo was respected locally, region-
ally, and internationally, and he will go 
down in history as one of our legends,” 
said Elizabeth Makhoul, Chairman 

of the Antigua and Barbuda Festivals 
Commission.

Director of National Festivals, Pet-
ley O’Keiffe, fondly reminisced on her 
experiences with Ricardo Drue noting, 
“I have so many cherished memories of 
him; he was not just a colleague or an 
artist, but a dear friend. 

“His heart was as grand as his talent 
and his unwavering commitment to his 
craft shone through in every breathtak-
ing performance. Whether on the glob-
al stage or here in Antigua, he always 
answered the call with unwavering 
dedication. I weep, for Antigua has lost 
a Cultural Icon”.

The Antigua and Barbuda Festi-
vals Commission extends its heartfelt 
condolences to Ricardo Drue’s family, 
friends, and fans during this difficult 
time. His legacy will forever live on in 
his music, and his influence will con-
tinue to inspire future generations to 
come. 

cont’d from pg 4

The debate on the National Bud-
get 2024 for Antigua and Barbuda 
moves to the upper house of parlia-
ment, the Senate, today.

Leader of Government Business 
in the Senate, Samantha Marshall 
will lead off the debate on the $1.9 
billion budget presented by Prime 
Minister and Finance Minister Gas-
ton Browne to the House of Repre-
sentatives last Friday.

The budget is projecting contin-
ued robust economic performance 
for Antigua and Barbuda over the 
next twelve months as international 
and regional institutions have fore-
cast growth north of 8 percent for 
2024.

The budget also indicated that 
the tourism sector will continue to 
perform well both from the stand-
point of increased visitors as well 
as new capacity being added to the 
room stock. 

This will give an additional boost 
to the construction sector with the 
start of several major hotels devel-
opments next year.

Additionally, the budget has 
shown that Antigua and Barbuda is 
regaining the job losses it suffered 
during the COVID-19 pandemic of 
2020-21. 

Records from the Social Security 
Scheme indicated that approximate-
ly five thousand jobs were lost when 

many hotels closed and several pri-
vate sector businesses closed, some 
permanently, due to the pandemic.

The latest figures now indicate 
that three thousand of those jobs 
have been regained since the end of 
the pandemic. 

Prior to the pandemic, contribu-
tors to the scheme stood at 45thou-
sand….in 2020 (the start of the pan-
demic) it fell to 40-thousand. At the 
end of September this year it was at 
43-thousand.

However, all eyes will be on the 
opposition benches to see it members 
on the opposite side will take the po-
sition of those in the lower house by 
boycotting the debate. 

Senate meets today  
for 2024 Budget debate
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Persons who receive a 
monthly pension payment 
from the Social Securi-
ty Scheme are expected to 
have a good Christmas hol-
iday season as the scheme 
has completed all pension 
payments this week.

This has been con-
firmed by the Director of 
the Scheme, David Matthi-
as, who said that pension 
cheques have been dis-
patched to the banks and 
other financial institutions 
from Monday of this week.

He said all the financial 
institutions have been paid 
by the scheme and they are 

expected have deposited 
the funds to the accounts of 
pensioners.

There are more than 
10-thousand-four hundred 
pensioners who receive 
payments amounting to ap-
proximately $11 million 
each month.

NOTICE 
 
 

To: The Commissioner of Police 
Police Headquarters 
American Road 
St. Johns 
Antigua. 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madame, 
 
 
 
                          Re: Application for Tavern Licence 
 
 
I Bernita Barber of Golden Grove, with registered business situate at 
Cooks Extension/Hatton in St. Johns. Antigua and Barbuda DO 
HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that it is my intention to apply at the next 
sitting of the liquor licensing Court to be held at the Magistrate`s 
Court, Gray`s Farm, St. Johns, Antigua on Thursday 4th January, 2024 
next ensuring for a Liquor Licensing Pursuant to section (11) (5) of 
the Licensing ( Intoxication Liquor ) Act Cap.249 of the Laws of 
Antigua and Barbuda 1992 Revised Edition, in respect of premises 
know as “Bernita`s Market Enterprise” situated at Cooks 
Extension/Hatton in the parish of St. Johns, Antigua and Barbuda. 
 
 
B.Barber 
……………………………………… 

Social Security 
makes early 

pension payments

David Matthias
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He did not put on the traditional 
Santa Claus outfit, but Prime Minis-
ter Gaston Browne brought smiles and 
commendations from attendees at the 
National Soup Kitchen by taking part 
in sharing out lunches to those who 
depend on the organisation for a hot 
meal daily.

In doing so, Prime Minister 
Browne demonstrated his concerns 
for the less fortunate in the society by 
showing that he was indeed ‘the ser-
vant of the people’ in this act of kind-
ness and fellowship during this holi-
day season.

During the exercise, the prime 

minister took time to engage in con-
versations with the attendees of the 
Soup Kitchen, several of whom he 
knew by name. He said this interac-
tion is important as the greatness of a 
society is measured by how it treats its 
most vulnerable.

Leading by example!

cont’d on pg 6
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A whole new dining experience awaits you.

 Call us at 562-5724 | Whatsapp 736-7165

“We have here some of 
the most vulnerable in the 
society and Inspector Vel-
don Raggette and his team 
have contributed consistent-

ly to this national effort to 
assist the poor and vulnera-
ble. I am very pleased to be 
participating in this initia-
tive as any programme de-
signed to assist the poor and 

the vulnerable can always 
count on my support. I am 
certainly happy to be here 
on the eve of Christmas to 
assist serve the poor and 
vulnerable,” he stated.

The prime minister add-
ed that his life is a ‘life of 
service’; a life of service to 
all, including those who are 
considered as the most vul-
nerable in the society. 

cont’d from pg 5
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The month of January (2024) has 
been designated as wellness month 
by the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism 
Authority as it kicks off the new yer 
packed with activities for residents 
and visitors alike.

Antigua and Barbuda Wellness 
Month offers those seeking to en-
hance their quality of life a selec-
tion of carefully curated activities 
in resorts and in local communities, 
ranging from wellness retreats, spa 
experiences, hiking trail exploration, 
off-shore island excursions with yoga 
on secluded beaches, culturally im-
mersive experiences and healthy eat-
ing options. 

CEO of the Tourism Authority, 
Colin C. James said:  Antigua and 
Barbuda has a wealth of natural at-
tributes, and skilled wellness service 
providers. There is plenty to do and 
uncover in Antigua and Barbuda for 

those hoping to enrich their mind, 
body, and soul, and we can not wait 
to wow in January!” 

For those who love a challenge, 
the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Au-
thority has  announced two exciting 
challenges open to competitors of all 
ages for the month: the adventurous 
‘Four corners of Antigua and Barbu-
da Hiking Challenge’ and the invigo-
rating ‘7 Minute Ice Bath Challenge’. 

The Four Corners of Antigua and 
Barbuda Hiking Challenge, with Wa-
dadli Trailblazers offers outdoor ex-
ploration within Antigua and Barbu-
da’s national parks and lush, rolling 
hills. 

Four hikes with varying degrees 
of difficulty will take place over the 
month with hikers trekking to the his-
toric Fort Barrington,  picturesque 
Gaynor’s Bay, and Signal Hill in 
addition to Barbuda’s unique Darby 

Cave.  
Meanwhile, the 7 Minute Ice Bath 

Challenge* organised by organic 
wellness haven, Wellness Footprints 
Antigua operated by Antigua and 
Barbuda 2023 Wellness Champion 
and Wellness Ambassador Tricia Gre-
enaway will highlight the benefits of 
an ice bath. 

Participants taking the plunge 
will aim to sit in a bath filled with 
ice for seven minutes.  A therapuetic 
experience, ice baths are  known to 
have many benefits including helping 
with focus and meditation, relaxation 
and better sleep, muscle recovery and 
inproving mental health. 

Astronaut, Wellness practitioner 
and Antigua and Barbuda Tourism 
Brand Ambassador Keisha Schahaff 
has also given her stamp of approv-
al to Antigua and Barbuda Well-

Antigua and Barbuda Wellness 
Month plans for January 2024

cont’d on pg 8
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ness Month, and will offer 
twelve persons during the 
month complimentary ac-
cess to her wellness retreat 
themed around discovering 
the power of space, well-
ness, and personal growth. 

“Remember, we be-
gin with a total reset and 
cleansing of the system. 
When the energy in the 
body is moving, so is ev-
erything in your life,” said 
Schahaff. 

Marketing Communi-
cations Manager and Well-
ness Pillar team member at 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Tourism Authority Maria 
Blackman said, “We are 

firm believers that our des-
tination has all the assets 
for those wishing to lead a 
well lifestyle, and we are 
beyond excited to showcase 
the wellness community in 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
meet everyone beginning 
or continuing their well-
ness journey in January”. 

For visitors and resi-
dents interested in starting 
the new year with a focus 
on their well-being, here 
are some of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Wellness Month 
offers:

H20 Boat Tours
A boat excursion that 

offers the perfect escape, 
combining the therapeu-

tic rhythm of ocean waves 
with breathtaking coastal 
views. Immerse yourself in 
the tranquillity of yoga on 
secluded beaches, savour-
ing moments of bliss during 
snorkelling and our medita-
tion at sunset adventures. 
Special Offer: 10% off any 
final tour price if used by 
the end of Jan 2024. 

Humble and Free
Wadadli

Uncover the rich cul-
tural tapestry of Antigua 
through the unique lens 
of Rastafari with Humble 
and Free Wadadli guided 
tours and eco-experiences. 
Special Offer: 20% off all 

of our deluxe experiences 
during January when you 
use the code Wellness20 at 
checkout.

Trek Tours 
You need not be an 

athlete to participate, but 
you need to be interested 
in experiencing Antigua’s 
incredible scenery in an ac-
tive manner! Special Offer: 
10% off all direct book-
ings using the promo code 
Wellness24 to be applied 
only to bookings made via 
email for the month of Jan-
uary for the scenic Middle 
Ground Trail. 

The Great House Antigua
The Great House Anti-

gua, a historic boutique ho-
tel is the perfect location to 
explore and relax. Special 
Offer: - 3 yoga classes per 
week, - 5% off all spa treat-
ments, - Reiki treatments 
available and more.

Galley Bay Resort 
Antigua

Treat yourself at this 
authentic Caribbean Get-
away for Wellness Month 
with a special rejuvenation 
package which includes 
Island Wellness Culinary 
Delights, Wadadli Breeze 
Smoothie, Paradise Body 
Scrub, and Island Fusion 
Massage and more. 

The Treehouse Beach 
Club Wellness Wednesdays

An experience that nur-
tures your mind, body, and 
soul.  Enjoy a vegetarian 
pepperpot and Treehouse 
cocktail for EC$35. Stay 
for yoga at 5:30 p.m. with 
Wadadlivity.

cont’d from pg 7
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An Antiqua and Barbuda national 
who now lives in the United States, 
has published a self-help book 
geared to those wishing to ‘recharge’ 
their faith.

The book -   The Black Pineapple 
– a fourteen-day boost of delighted 
faith – was released in June this year 
by debutant novelist, Alana Balti-
more.

“The Black Pineapple is the book 
for people who intentionally want to 
reload or recharge their faith before 
running out of what they have left. In 
this easy-to-read, guided devotional, 

the author takes you on a 14-day 
journey that encourages you to:

- Be prepared for what has al-
ready been prepared for you. Stay in 
the fight.

- Acknowledge the role you have 
been assigned to play in your own 
freedom.

- Receive the grace needed to el-
evate your faith,” said one of the re-
views of the book that is now avail-
able on Amazon.

It added that by the end of the 
book readers will understand why 
faith is needed to retain one’s de-

light!
Alana Baltimore was born and 

raised in the small community of 
Willikies Village in the beautiful Ca-
ribbean Island of Antigua and Bar-
buda. Alana considers her faith and 
family to be paramount. If she is not 
cozied up on the couch for movie 
night, she loves to travel and expe-
rience new cities and culture, from 
Puerto Rico to Kentucky. 

Persons wishing to secure a copy 
of the book may go to Amazon or to 
contact her brother, Randy Baltimore 
or other family members.

Local News
National publishes self-help book



FRIDAY 22ND DECEMBER 2023

PAGE 11Local News



FRIDAY 22ND DECEMBER 2023

PAGE 12 Technology

By Joe Tidy
An 18-year-old hacker 

who leaked clips of a forth-
coming Grand Theft Auto 
(GTA) game has been sen-
tenced to an indefinite hos-
pital order.

Arion Kurtaj from Ox-
ford, who is autistic, was a 
key member of international 
gang Lapsus$.

The gang’s attacks on 
tech giants including Uber, 
Nvidia and Rockstar Games 
cost the firms nearly $10m.

The judge said Kurtaj’s 
skills and desire to com-
mit cyber-crime meant he 
remained a high risk to the 
public.

He will remain at a se-
cure hospital for life unless 
doctors deem him no longer 
a danger.

The court heard that 
Kurtaj had been violent 
while in custody with doz-
ens of reports of injury or 
property damage.

Doctors deemed Kurtaj 
unfit to stand trial due to his 
acute autism so the jury was 
asked to determine whether 
or not he committed the al-
leged acts - not if he did so 
with criminal intent.

A mental health assess-
ment used as part of the 
sentencing hearing said he 
“continued to express the in-
tent to return to cyber-crime 
as soon as possible. He is 
highly motivated.”

The jury was told that 
while he was on bail for 
hacking Nvidia and BT/EE 

and in police protection at a 
Travelodge hotel, he contin-
ued hacking and carried out 
his most infamous hack.

Despite having his lap-
top confiscated, Kurtaj man-
aged to breach Rockstar, 
the company behind GTA, 
using an Amazon Firestick, 
his hotel TV and a mobile 
phone.

Kurtaj stole 90 clips of 
the unreleased and huge-
ly anticipated Grand Theft 
Auto 6.

He broke into the com-
pany’s internal Slack mes-
saging system to declare “if 
Rockstar does not contact 
me on Telegram within 24 
hours I will start releasing 
the source code”.

He then posted the clips 
and source code on a forum 
under the username TeaPo-
tUberHacker.

He was rearrested and 
detained until his trial.

Earlier this month, the 
trailer for GTA 6 was re-
leased clocking up 128m 
views on YouTube in just 4 
days.

In sentencing hearings, 
Kurtaj’s defence team ar-
gued that the success of the 
game’s trailer indicated that 
Kurtaj’s hack had not caused 
serious harm to the game de-
veloper and asked that this 
be factored into the sentenc-
ing.

But Her Honour Judge 
Lees said that there were 
real victims and real harm 
caused from his other multi-
ple hacks on individuals and 
the companies he attacked 
with Lapsus$.

Rockstar Games alone 
told the court that the hack 
cost it $5m to recover from 
plus thousands of hours of 
staff time.

Another Lapsus$ mem-
ber, who is 17 and cannot be 

named because of his age, 
was found guilty in the same 
trial, which lasted six weeks 
at Southwark Crown Court.

He worked with Kur-
taj and other members of 
Lapsus$ to hack tech giant 
Nvidia and phone company 
BT/EE and steal data before 
demanding a four million 
dollar ransom, which was 
not paid.

They also stole direct-
ly from individuals through 
their cryptocurrency wallets.

The 17-year-old was 
sentenced to an 18 month 
long Youth Rehabilitation 
Order, including intense su-
pervision and a ban on using 
VPNs online.

As well as hacking of-
fences the boy was sen-
tenced for what the judge 
described as “unpleasant 
and frightening pattern of 
stalking and harassment” of 

Lapsus$: GTA 6 hacker handed 
indefinite hospital order

18-year-old Arion Kurtaj was a key member of the notorious Lapsus$ cyber-crime gang.

cont’d on pg 13
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Angola has announced it 
is leaving the oil producers’ 
organisation Opec over a 
dispute on output quotas.

It follows last month’s 
decision by the 13-member 
cartel and 10 allied nations 
to further slash oil produc-
tion in 2024 to prop up vola-
tile global prices.

Angola currently pro-
duces about 1.1 million bar-
rels per day, of the 30 million 
from the whole of Opec.

Oil prices fell on the 
news, with Brent prices 
down over $1 to $78.5 a bar-
rel by 12:50 GMT, Reuters 
reports.

Angola’s decision to 
withdraw from Opec came 
at Thursday’s cabinet meet-
ing.

“We feel that at this mo-
ment Angola gains nothing 
by remaining in the organ-
isation and, in defence of 
its interests, it decided to 
leave,” Mineral Resources 
and Petroleum Minister Dia-
mantino Azevedo said after-
wards.

“If we remained in 

Opec... Angola would be 
forced to cut production, and 
this goes against our policy 
of avoiding decline and re-
specting contracts.”

The minister added that 
the decision was not taken 
lightly.

Angola and Nigeria are 
the two biggest oil exporters 
in sub-Saharan Africa.

The AFP news agency 
reports that both countries 
have been unhappy at being 
asked to cut production at a 
time when they need to in-
crease their foreign currency 
earnings.

Angola has vast mineral 
and petroleum reserves, and 
its economy is among the 
fastest-growing in the world 
- but economic growth is 
highly uneven.

Much of its oil wealth 
lies in its separate Cabin-
da province, where a de-
cades-long separatist con-
flict simmers.

Angola - which had been 
an Opec member for 16 
years - is not the first country 
to leave the cartel. Ecuador, 
Indonesia and Qatar have all 
done the same.

Opec is a grouping of 

oil producers which decides 
how much crude oil to sell 
on the world market, along 
with an expanded group 
called Opec+.

Following Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine 
in February 2022, oil pric-
es soared, hitting more than 
$120 a barrel in June last 
year. They fell back to a little 
above $70 a barrel in May 
this year - but have steadily 
risen since then as producers 
have tried to restrict output 
to support the market and 
after recent attacks on cargo 
vessels in the Red Sea.

two young women.
Kurtaj and the 17-year-old are the 

first members of the Lapsus$ group to 
be convicted but it is thought others are 
still at large.

The gang’s audacious attacks in 
2021 and 2022  shocked the cyber-se-
curity world. The group from the UK, 
and allegedly Brazil, was described in 
court as “digital bandits”.

The gang - thought to mostly be 

teenagers - used con-man like tricks as 
well as computer hacking to gain ac-
cess to multinational corporations such 
as Microsoft, the technology giant and 
digital banking group Revolut.

During their spree, the hackers 
regularly celebrated their crimes pub-
licly and taunted victims on the social 
network app Telegram in English and 
Portuguese.

It prompted US cyber-authorities 
to issue a lengthy report into Lapsus$ 

and other teen hacker gangs.
It concluded that Lapsus$ “made 

clear just how easy it was for its mem-
bers (juveniles, in some instances) to 
infiltrate well-defended organisations”.

It is not clear how much mon-
ey Lapsus$ has made from its cy-
ber-crimes. 

No companies publicly admitted 
paying the hackers and the hackers did 
not provide the passwords to seized 
cryptocurrency wallets.

cont’d from pg 12

Angola leaves Opec oil 
cartel in output quota row

Angola is one of Africa’s two biggest oil producers.
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By Dillon De Shong
New York-based Guya-

nese political activistRick-
ford Burke has been served 
with a court summons that 
requires him to appear before 
an East Coast Demerara mag-
istrate next year.

Burke, who is the Pres-
ident of the Caribbean Guy-
ana Institute for Democracy 
(CGID) and a critic of the 
present government, was 
served with a “defendant 
summons” by ASP Rodwell 
Sarabo of the Guyana Police 
Force (GPF) and US process 
server Mark Wesserman at 
his home in Brooklyn, New 
York on December 16.

In a press statement yes-
terday, GPF said Burke has to 
appear in the Vigilance Mag-
istrate’s court on March 28th, 

2024.
Burke has been charged 

with a series of crimes in-
cluding incitement of hostili-

ty or ill-will on the grounds of 
race, sedition, inciting public 
terror and seditious libel.

Two wanted bulletins 
were issued for Burke on De-
cember 3, 2021, and Septem-
ber 29th, 2022. Police filed 
charges against him on Au-
gust 28th, 2023.

Meanwhile, Burke has 
filed a complaint with police 
in New York.

In a Facebook livestream 
last evening, he alleged “two 
men armed with firearms” 
rushed into his home and at-
tempted to “push a piece of 
paper” into his face as he was 
leaving to go to church.

Burke claimed he 
saw  Sarabo and Wesserman 
digging through his mail.

He said no document was 
served to him but he found 
it on the stairs leading to his 
home.

Burke accused the gov-
ernment and GPF of attempt-
ing to abuse the court by fil-
ing malicious cases against 
him.

Guyanese court issues summons 
for US-based political activist

Rickford Burke.
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CMC - The United 
States Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) agency 
said 1,086 Caribbean mi-
grants had been apprehend-
ed between December 1 and 
December 14, this year.

CBP said that they were 
detained during exercises 
involving its Air and Ma-
rine Operations (AMO) 
Southeast Region, US Coast 
Guard, Homeland Securi-
ty Task Force-Southeast as 
well as local and interna-
tional law enforcement part-
ners.

On December 1, 63 mi-
grants were detained near 
Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico on 
a “dangerously overloaded 
vessel”   with two pregnant 
women among those appre-
hended.

According to the CBP 
on December 5, the Miami 
Air and Marine Branch and 
Jacksonville Air and Marine 
Branch Multi-Role Enforce-
ment Aircraft crews located 
“multiple smuggling vessels 
near the Turks and Caicos 
Islands.

“The crews communi-
cated the location to an Op-
eration Bahamas Turks and 
Caicos (OPBAT) team who 
coordinated for Turks and 
Caicos Islands maritime po-
lice to conduct the interdic-
tion.

“Partner nation mar-
itime teams apprehended 
306 migrants over multiple 
events in a single day work-
ing with Air and Marine Op-
erations aircrews who con-
ducted aerial monitoring,” 
said the CBP, adding this 
event accounts for nearly 30 
per cent of apprehensions in 
the first two weeks of De-
cember.

In another encounter on 
December 11, the authori-
ties said they apprehended 
another 306 migrants.

“This event highlights 
the cooperation between 
Air and Marine Operations 
branches. Aircrews from 
Jacksonville and Miami 
continued to work together 

throughout the day to keep 
eyes on suspicious vessels 
in order to guide maritime 
units to their location,” said 
Drew Gellerson, Director of 
Air and Marine Operations, 
Jacksonville Air and Marine 
Branch.

CBP said “another sig-
nificant enforcement event” 
occurred on December 11 
near Key Largo, Florida.

CBP said 47 Caribbean 
migrants, who “indicated 
they had departed Cuba ap-
proximately eight days prior 
and displayed an ‘SOS’ flag 
when they were discovered 
by responding authorities,” 
were also detained on De-
cember 11.

“Our crews train relent-

lessly to be prepared for sit-
uations like this,” said Tra-
vis Curtin, Acting Deputy 
Director of Marine Opera-
tions, Miami Air and Ma-
rine Branch. 

“We will continue to 
work as a team with our in-
ternational, federal, state, 
and local partners to stop il-
licit maritime traffic.”

Last year, CBP said en-
forcement actions resulted 
in 967 arrests and 134,981 
apprehensions of undocu-
mented migrants, as well as 
the seizure or disruption of 
250,616 pounds of cocaine, 
1,475 pounds of fentanyl, 
25,625 pounds of metham-
phetamine, 1,342 weapons, 
and US$21.7 million.

Customs agents nab 
significant number of 
Caribbean migrants
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A gunman has shot dead 
14 people and injured an-
other 25 at a university in 
Prague, officials say, in the 
deadliest attack in modern 
Czech history.

Police say the 24-year-
old gunman was also “elim-
inated” following the shoot-
ing at Charles University 
in the historic centre of the 
capital.

University staff were 
told to barricade themselves 
in rooms during the attack.

Prime Minister Petr Fi-
ala said he had cancelled 
upcoming engagements in 
light of the “tragic events” 
on Thursday.

The shooting started 
at about 15:00 local time 
(14:00 GMT) at the univer-
sity’s Faculty of Arts build-
ing on Jan Palach Square.

Dramatic footage later 
emerged on social media 
showing some people jump-
ing to safety from one of the 
building’s ledges several 
storeys up, and gunshots are 
also heard.

In a separate video, ter-
rified crowds are seen flee-
ing the area popular with 
tourists.

At a briefing on Thurs-
day evening, the country’s 
police chief and the interior 
minister said the gunman 
had been a student at the 
faculty.

They said he was from a 
village 21km (13 miles) out-
side Prague. The suspect’s 
father had been found dead 
earlier on Thursday. The 

gunman’s motives were not 
immediately known.

Preliminary information 
suggested that no police of-
ficers were injured in the at-
tack, the authorities said.

The police said they 
were also working on the 
theory that the gunman may 
have been responsible for 
the deaths of two people 
last week in a forest near 
Prague.

Sergei Medvedev, a pro-
fessor at the university, told 
the BBC he had been in one 
of the university’s audito-
riums when the shootings 
began.

“I was giving a lecture 
at the moment and at first 
didn’t quite realise what 
happened because there 
were some sounds. The 
students... heard it better 
because I was so much con-
centrated on my talking, on 
my lecture,” he said.

“Then... we understood 

that something big is hap-
pening. There was nothing 
online yet, nothing in the 
Czech press and the [news] 
networks. Then at some 
point, the special opera-
tion groups went storming 
in, they searched the room 
briefly and then went out... 
they told us to stay inside.

“One hour later, anoth-
er police squad broke in 
and then put us on the floor, 
briefly searched us then 
evacuated from the build-
ing.”

US tourist Hannah Mal-
licoat told the BBC that she 
and her family had been on 
Jan Palach Square during 
the attack.

“A crowd of people were 
crossing the street when the 
first shot hit. I thought it 
was something like a fire-
cracker or a car backfire 
until I heard the second shot 
and people started running,” 
she said.

“I saw a bullet hit the 
ground on the other side of 
the square about 30 ft (9m) 
away before ducking into a 
store. The whole area was 
blocked off and dozens of 
police cars and ambulances 
were going towards the uni-
versity.”

Britain’s Joe Hyland, 
18, told the BBC he had 
heard four gunshots.

“Everyone was sprint-
ing and running for cover. 
I have a bad knee, am on 
a crutch. So I hobbled as 
quickly as possible,” added 
Mr Hyland, who was on his 
first holiday with friends. 
“We got to the metro and 
went down there because 
we thought it would be saf-
est.”

Charles University stu-
dents said they had barri-
caded themselves in class-
rooms.

“Currently stuck inside 

Prague shooting: Gunman dead 
after killing 14 at Charles University

Police have urged any witnesses with photo or video footage of what happened to send it in.

cont’d on pg 17
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By Bernd Debusmann Jr
Rudy Giuliani, a long-

time associate of former 
President Donald Trump, has 
filed for bankruptcy just days 
after he was ordered to pay 
$148m (£116m) in a defama-
tion case.

He was ordered to pay 
the sum after a judge found 
he defamed two Georgia 
election workers over false 
claims they tampered with 
votes in 2020.

The filing shows he owes 
millions of dollars in legal 
fees and unpaid taxes.

A spokesman said the 
move should “be a surprise 
to no-one”.

In a statement, the 
spokesman for Mr Giuliani, 
Ted Goodman, said “no per-
son could have reasonably 
believed that [Mr Giuliani] 
would be able to pay such a 
high punitive amount”.

He added that Thursday’s 
bankruptcy filing in New 
York would give Mr Giuliani 
the “opportunity and time to 
pursue an appeal, while pro-
viding transparency for his fi-
nances under the supervision 
of the bankruptcy court”.

Mr Giuliani, 79, said 

earlier this year that he was 
having financial difficulties 
because of his increasing le-
gal fees and expenses.

Last week,  an eight-per-
son jury ordered him to 
pay  $20m to Georgia poll 
workers Ruby Freeman 
and her daughter Wandrea 
«Shaye» Moss.

The pair said Mr Gi-
uliani’s false claim that they 
tampered with votes had a 
traumatising impact on their 
lives. Ms Freeman said she 
would “always have to be 
careful” because of lingering 
fears she might be recognised 

publicly.
Ms Freedom and Ms 

Moss were also awarded 
more than $16m each for 
emotional distress. Another 
payment of $75m in punitive 
damages was ordered to be 
split between them.

Addressing reporters 
outside the court after he was 
ordered to pay the sum, Mr 
Giuliani said: “I don’t regret 
a damn thing.”

On Wednesday, a judge 
ordered him to start paying 
the two women immediate-
ly and expressed concern he 
might not comply with the 

judgement.
It is unclear how the 

bankruptcy declaration will 
impact on the payments, but 
US bankruptcy law does not 
allow the dissolution of debts 
stemming from “wilful and 
malicious injury” inflicted on 
another party.

The bankruptcy filing 
lists nearly 20 creditors, in-
cluding Ms Freeman, Ms 
Moss and Hunter Biden who 
sued him in September.

Other creditors include 
the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS), which he owes more 
than $700,000 in income 
tax, and two voting software 
companies that sued him 
over his false claims of elec-
tion fraud.

A law firm that previous-
ly represented Mr Giuliani, 
Davidoff Hutcher & Citron 
LLP, is also included. The 
firm sued Mr Giuliani for 
$1.4m in unpaid legal fees in 
September.

my classroom in Prague,” Jakob Weizman, 
a student at Charles University, wrote on X 
(formerly Twitter) as it unfolded.

“Locked the door before the shooter 
tried to open it.”

An email to staff at the faculty of arts, 
seen by Reuters news agency, warned staff 
of the shooting.

It read: “Stay put, don’t go anywhere, 

if you’re in the offices, lock them and 
place furniture in front of the door, turn off 
the lights.”

European Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen said she was “shocked 
by the senseless violence”.

Founded in 1347, Charles University 
is the oldest and largest university in the 
Czech Republic, and one of the oldest such 
institutions in Europe.

cont’d from pg 16

Rudy Giuliani files for bankruptcy 
after $148m defamation verdict

Rudy Giuliani has said he is having financial difficulties because of increasing legal fees and 
expenses.
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Freemans Village ex-
tended their unbeaten run 
by winning their fourth 
game in as many match-
es to move to the top of 
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Football Association’s 
(ABFA) Second Division 
on Wednesday.

Kahlique Kellman and 
Roy Gregory each scored 
twice as Freemans Village 
hammered Earthquakes 
6-1 at the Freemans Vil-
lage playing field.

Kellman scored in 

the 3rd and 27th minutes, 
Gregory had conversions in 
the 26th and 60th minutes, 
Darius Hector scored in 
the 10th minute, and Malik 
Charles had a 50th-minute 
conversion for Freemans 
Village to advance to 12 
points at the top of the Sec-
ond Division.

Freemans Village fin-
ished the match with 10 
players after Ranique 
James received a red card 
in the 73rd minute for us-
ing offensive, insulting, 

and abusive language to 
the referee.

Joumol Semper scored 
the lone goal for the Earth-
quakes by converting a 
penalty kick in the 67th 
minute. It was the second 
loss in four games for the 
Earthquakes, who remain 
on six points by virtue of 
winning their other two 
matches.

O’Shale Simon struck 
a hat-trick and Chunsae 
Martin scored twice as 
Bethesda/Christian Hill 

claimed their second win 
in four matches with a 6-0 
drubbing of Celtics at the 
Radio Range playing field 
in Ottos.

The Celtics finished 
the match with nine play-
ers after Kevin Luke and 
Danny Potter received red 
cards. Luke was dismissed 
in the 71st minute for using 
offensive, insulting, and 
abusive language to the 
referee, while Potter was 
sent off in the 73rd minute 
for serious foul play.

The result carries 
Bethesda/Christian Hill 
to seven points, while the 
Celtics remain on three 
points after suffering their 
third loss in four matches.

Real Blizzard and CPT-
SA Wings battled to a 3-3 
draw at the New Winthor-
pes playing field. Tahari 
James had conversions in 
the 27th and 29th minutes, 
and Kestone Daley scored 
in the 67th minute for Real 
Blizzard.

Reyon Henry had con-
versions in the 65th and 
68th minutes, and Peter 
Jacobs scored in the 26th 
minute for the Wings. Both 
teams advanced to four 
points after three matches.

The other Second Di-
vision match scheduled 
for Wednesday between 
TAMO FC and FC Master 
Ballerz was not played due 
to an unmarked Golden 
Grove playing field.
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TG Welding extended their unbeat-
en run during the latest round of matches 
in the Cool and Smooth Mandy Premier 
League (MPL) Sherma Jackson Busi-
ness Softball Cricket Competition on 
Sunday.

They maintained their lead in the 
eight-team round-robin competition 
by recording their fifth win in as many 
matches with a seven-wicket victory 
against PEL Boys at the Powells Playing 
Field.

The PEL Boys were restricted to 44 
for six off their allotted 10 overs, with 
Samuel Joshua getting 19. Essan Warner 
claimed two wickets for eight runs and 
Richie Thomas took one wicket for two 
runs.

TG Welding cruised to victory at 
45 for three in 4.3 overs. Player of the 

Match Deran Benta made 18, which 
included two sixes. Iverson Joseph cap-
tured three wickets for 23 runs.

The Board of Education remained 
in second place by snatching a four-run 
victory against the Antigua and Barbuda 
Defense Force (ABDF) to secure their 
fourth win in five outings.

Chasing 74 to win in 10 overs, the 
ABDF was restricted to 69 for three off 
their allotted overs. Malik Marcellin top-
scored with 31. 

Male player of the match Tanez 
Francis grabbed two wickets for six runs 
and female player of the game Delise 
Glynn picked up one wicket for eight 
runs.

Board of Education batted first and 
made 73 for seven off their 10 overs. 
Rayn John hit 24 and Kadeem Henry 

scored 18. Mary Browne captured two 
wickets for 17 runs.

Polished Concrete Floors and Coun-
tertops (PCF&C) recorded their third 
win in five matches by grabbing a three-
run victory against Hanse On Security.

PCF&C made 86 for four off their 
10 overs. Sharmar Perriera hammered 
40, which included three sixes and play-
er of the match Malinga Bruney struck 
27, which also included three sixes. 
Melvin Charles claimed two wickets for 
12 runs.

In reply, Hanse On Security was re-
stricted to 83 for five off their 10 overs. 
Andra Samuel slammed 28, which in-
cluded four sixes, and Kerry Mentore 
made 30. Bruney bagged two wickets 
for 18 runs.

Grill Box won by default against 
Time of Victory, which failed to show 
up for their encounter. 

The Board of Education’s Tanez Fran-
cis, right, and teammate Delise Glynn. 
Francis was the BOE’s male player of the 
game, while Glynn was the female player 
of the game against ABDF. (Photo cour-
tesy of MPL)

TG Welding extend 
unbeaten run in MPL
Freemans Village extend unbeaten 

run to go top of Second Division
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The Minister of Sports, 
Daryll Matthew, has stri-
dently defended his and his 
government’s support for 
sports in Antigua and Bar-
buda during his presenta-
tion to the 2024 Budget De-
bate in the Lower House of 
Parliament on Tuesday.

Matthew, who is also 
the Minister of Education 
and Creative Industries, 
said, contrary to many de-
tractors, the government of 
Antigua and Barbuda con-
tinues to support sporting 
organizations with finan-
cial support via its Athletes 
Development Assistance 
Review Panel (ADARP) 
programme throughout the 
year.

The minister said the 
Ministry of Sports sur-
passed the EC$500,000 it 
had budgeted for 2023 by 
disbursing EC$867,062.11¢ 
in financial support to 
sporting organizations via 
its ADARP programme this 
year.

“I am going to speak 
about sports, and there are 
some persons in this coun-
try who waxed eloquently 
about nothing happening in 
sports, and sports are dead, 
and the minister is the worst 
minister of sports ever, and 
Antigua can’t get anywhere 
in sports,” Matthew stated.

“Mr. Speaker, when 
people speak about support 
for sports, I want to read the 
facts. And we have a com-
mittee called ADARP. The 

chairman is Aldo McCoy, 
and I asked him to send me 
a report on the spending that 
we had in 2023.

“I will call out the na-
tional associations, and I 
will indicate how much is 
approved for that associa-
tion. Let’s not forget, sir, 
the budgeted amount for 
ADARP was EC$500.000 
for 2023.”

According to Matthew, 
the disbursements are as 
follows: the Antigua and 
Barbuda Little League 
Baseball EC$10.000; the 
Antigua Masters Cricket 
Club EC$6,500; the Antigua 
and Barbuda Amateur Body-
building and Weightlifting 
Federation EC$22,166.10¢; 
and the Antigua and Bar-
buda Athletic Association 
EC$96,210.

The Uprising Boxing 
Gym EC$10,520; the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Basketball 
Association EC$73,000; 
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Swimming Association 
EC$113,268.49¢; the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Triathlon 
Association EC$25,091; 
and the Antigua and Barbu-
da National Domino Asso-
ciation EC$30,000.

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Golf Association 
EC$9,500; the Antigua and 
Barbuda Junior Golfers 
EC$26,959.52¢; the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Cycling 
Federation EC$15,000; 
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Netball Association 

EC$15,000; and the An-
tigua and Barbuda Ama-
teur Volleyball Association 
EC$10,000.

The schools’ volleyball 
team that traveled to St. 
Maarten got EC$31,831, 
and the Antigua and Barbu-
da Contract Bridge Associa-
tion received EC$5,000 for 
hosting an OECS tourna-
ment in Antigua this year.

But Minister Matthew 
disclosed that the larg-
est single disbursement of 
EC$363,245.72¢ was given 
to the Under-19 Schools’ 
cricket team’s that em-
barked on a tour to the 
United Kingdom during the 
summer.

Matthew added, “The 

Antigua and Barbuda Crick-
et Exchange Programme, 
which is a programme we 
have with some clubs and 
schools in the United King-
dom where we send about 
five or six youngsters to En-
gland for about four months 
just playing cricket, costs 
EC$4,320. 

“I believe that was just 
to cover airfare because 
Ambassador Karen-Mae 
Hill, our High Commis-
sioner to the UK, and her 
office in London did a lot of 
the facilitation for that pro-
gramme.” 

A total of EC$750,000 
has been budgeted for dis-
bursement by ADARP in 
2024.

Minister of Sports Honourable Daryll Matthew

Matthew defends Antigua 
government’s support for sports
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BRUSSELS (Reuters) - UEFA and 
FIFA contravened EU law by stopping 
the formation of a Super League, the 
European Court of Justice (ECJ) said 
on Thursday, but though breakaway 
organizers welcomed the ruling, ma-
jor leagues and clubs moved quickly 
to support the status quo.

The decision stirred up the argu-
ments that swirled around the original 
Super League plan in 2021 as the ECJ 
has ruled against the principle of the 
governing bodies restricting a new 
league, but crucially added that the 
judgment did not necessarily mean 
such a league must be approved.

The 12 leading European clubs 
that proposed forming the breakaway 
league (ESL), which sparked wide-
spread protests among fans, had been 
threatened with sanctions by UEFA if 
they went ahead with the plan, lead-
ing to nine of them pulling out.

Sports development company 
A22, formed to assist with creat-
ing the ESL, had claimed UEFA and 

global governing body FIFA held 
a monopoly position which was in 
breach of the EU’s Competition and 
Free Movement Law.

Soon after the verdict A22 re-
leased plans for a new competition 
that would feature 64 men’s teams 
and 32 women’s teams competing 
in a midweek league, threatening 
UEFA’s flagship Champions League 
tournament.

In its ruling, the EU’s top court 
said that FIFA and UEFA abused 
their dominant position by forbidding 
clubs to compete in a European Su-
per League, although that project may 
still not be approved as the court did 
not rule on it specifically.

UEFA, FIFA, Football Supporters 
Europe, LaLiga, the European Club 
Association, European Leagues and 
FIFPro Europe said in a joint state-
ment, “There is no place for any type 
of ‘super league’ in Europe. Sporting 
merit is what counts.”

UEFA has organized pan-Europe-

an competitions for nearly 70 years 
and sees the ESL project as a signif-
icant threat to the lucrative Champi-
ons League, for which teams qualify 
on merit.

Real Madrid, Barcelona, Juventus 
and nine other top clubs announced 
the breakaway plan in April, 2021.

But the move collapsed within 48 
hours after an outcry from fans, gov-
ernments, and players forced Man-
chester United, Liverpool, Manches-
ter City, Chelsea, Tottenham Hotspur, 
Arsenal, AC Milan, Inter Milan, and 
Atletico Madrid to pull out.

A22 CEO Bernd Reichart said 
in an interview with Reuters that the 
new competition would win over fans 
by providing a tournament that was 
more competitive and by making it 
free to view on television.

Shares in Juventus, listed on the 
Italian Stock Exchange, rose more 
than 10 percent on prospects for a re-
vived ESL, with trading having to be 
halted because of excessive volatility.

European Super League back in 
spotlight after landmark ruling
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President Edith Clash-
ing said the Antigua and 
Barbuda Swimming Feder-
ation (ABSF) wrapped up 
its 2023 calendar of events 
with an open-water champi-
onship earlier this month.

Clashing, who was 
elected to lead the ABSF 
for a new four-year term in 
March, said the Open Water 
Swimming Championship 
that took place at Dickenson 
Bay was a successful event 
to wrap up the 2023 season.

“This month we have 
basically ended our calen-
dar of events by holding 
an Open Water Swimming 
Championship at Dicken-
son Bay. I was determined 
that it would take place, and 
I must say that it went off 
quite well,” Clashing said.

“It was held without the 
large numbers as we normal-
ly would have had because 
he had about 18 swimmers 
heading off island to a pool 
championship in Trinidad a 
week or so after, and their 
coaches didn’t want them to 

do the open water swim.
“So we were down to 40 

swimmers when we would 
have had about 60 swim-
mers had they participated. 
But it went very well, and 
we ran three races. 

“We did a 3K, a 1K and 
a 500 meter for the novice 
swimmers to give them a 
chance to stretch their limbs 
to see if they could manage 

the distance.”
Reuben Edwards of Vi-

pers was the overall cham-
pion for the 3K race in the 
male division. Edwards, 
who contested the Boys 11 
to 12 category, won the race 
in a time of 44 minutes and 
31.22 seconds.

Ania Lewis of Storm 
was the overall champion 
for the 3K race in the fe-

male division. Lewis, who 
contested the Girls 18 to 24 
category, won the race in 50 
minutes and 10.91 seconds.

Alaysia Liddie of 
Wadadli Aquatic Racers 
(WAR) was the overall 
champion in the 1K race in 
the female division. Liddie, 
who contested the Girls 11 
to 12 category, won the race 
by clocking 19 minutes and 
55.65 seconds. 

James Tranter of Vipers 
was the overall champion in 
the 1K race in the male divi-
sion. Tranter, who contested 
the Boys 11 to 12 category, 
won the race in a time of 17 
minutes and 15.79 seconds.

Clashing said 20 swim-
mers, who represented Anti-
gua and Barbuda at a recent 
meet in Trinidad, performed 
quite well.

“Those 18 swimmers 
that would have gone off to 
overseas invitationals, I can 
tell you, the Antigua and 
Barbuda swimmers held 
their own and they did quite 
well,” Clashing said.

had a very strong red-ball program be-
ing run over the past year, which has 
unearthed significant talent throughout 
the region.

“The selected players have passed 
each test given to them and must now 
be given the opportunity to showcase 
their skills  in the Test arena. Australia 
away is always a challenge, but we are 
confident in our team.”

The two teams will again compete 
for the Frank Worrell Trophy, named 
in honour of the legendary West Indies 

all-rounder and captain. The first Test 
will be a red ball fixture at the Adelaide 
Oval  from January 17 to 21,  and  the 
second,  a pink ball Day/Night contest 
at the Gabba in Brisbane from January 
25 to 29.

This is West Indies second Test se-
ries out of a total of six to play in the 
new 2023-2025 ICC WTC cycle. The 
Test Series against Australia will be 
the first of three away series that West 
Indies will play in the WTC.  West In-
dies drew one Test match and lost one 
against India in August.

Following the Test series, West In-
dies will face Australia in three One-
Day Internationals and three T20 In-
ternationals,  and  these  squads  will be 
announced at a later date.

Full WI Test Squad: Kraigg 
Brathwaite (captain), Alzarri Joseph 
(vice-captain), Tagenarine Chander-
paul, Kirk McKenzie, Alick Athanaze, 
Kavem Hodge, Justin Greaves, Josh-
ua DaSilva, Akeem Jordan, Gudakesh 
Motie, Kemar Roach, Kevin Sinclair, 
Tevin Imlach, Shamar Joseph, and 
Zachary McCaskie.

cont’d from pg 24

Swimmer Reuben Edwards (ABSF)

ABSF concludes 2023 calendar 
with open water contest
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A revised schedule for 
the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in 
South Africa in 2024 has 
been revealed by the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC).

It confirms five venues 
in South Africa that will 
host the 15th edition of the 
celebrated event between 
January 19 and February 
11, following the decision 
taken by the ICC Board in 
November to relocate the 
event from Sri Lanka.

The new schedule sees 
the hosts kick off their 
campaign against the West 
Indies in Potchefstroom on 
the opening day, while de-
fending champions India 
start the defense of their 
crown a day later against 
former champions Ban-
gladesh, who claimed the 
silverware when the tour-
nament was last hosted in 
South Africa back in 2020.

The West Indies will 
face Scotland at JB Marks 
Oval in Potchefstroom on 
January 24 and will clash 
with England at the same 
venue on January 26 in 
their other two first-round 
matches.

The most exciting 
young talent in world crick-

et will compete for the sil-
verware across 41 matches 
held at established inter-
national venues: Manga-
ung Oval in Bloemfontein, 
Buffalo Park in East Lon-
don, Kimberley Oval in 
Kimberley, JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom, and fi-
nally Willowmoore Park in 
Benoni, the venue selected 
to host the semi-finals on 
February 6 and 8, and the 
final on February 11.

The event will wel-
come a new format for this 
edition, where teams pro-
gressing from the group 
stages will enter a new 

Super Six stage, starting 
on January 30, where two 
groups of six teams will 
clash to determine the 
semi-finalists and the sub-
sequent finalists.

In the group listings, 
holders India are joined 
by Bangladesh, Ireland, 
and the USA in Group A. 
Group B consists of En-
gland, South Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland.

Group C features Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia, while 
Group D is made up of Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, New 
Zealand, and Nepal.

ICC Head of Events, 
Chris Tetley, stated, “In 
the past 12 months, we 
have seen South Africa 
successfully deliver two 
milestone events for the 
sport: the inaugural ICC 
Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup last year and 
the groundbreaking ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
that immediately followed.

“The relocation of the 
Under-19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 to South 
Africa allows us the oppor-
tunity to build on this mo-
mentum and welcome the 

Players of the West Indies Under-19 team. (CWI Media)

ICC unveils revised 
schedule for U19 World Cup
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Antiguan and Leeward Islands fast 
bowler Alzarri Joseph has been elevat-
ed as vice-captain of the senior West 
Indies Test team. 

Joseph was named as deputy to 
Barbadian skipper Kraigg Brathwaite 
in a 15-member squad, which was an-
nounced by the Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) Senior Men’s Selection Panel 
on Wednesday, to travel to Australia to 
play a two-Test series as part of the ICC 
World Test Championship (WTC) from 
January17 to 29, 2024.

Joseph was also named as vice-cap-
tain of the West Indies team in the re-
cent CG United One-Day International 
Series against England.

The 27-year-old was elevated to 
the position after leading the Leeward 
Islands Hurricanes to the final of last 
month’s CG United Super50 Cup last, 
which was won by hosts Trinidad & 

Tobago Red Force.
The West Indies squad will arrive 

in Australia on December 30 and will 
hold a preparation camp from January 2 
to 9 in Adelaide,  followed by a  Four 

(4) Day First Class  warm-up match 
against  a Cricket Australia XI  at  the 
Karen Rolton Oval (KRO) in Adelaide 
from January 10 to 13 January.

The selectors have named several 
uncapped players  in the squad. These 
are batter  Zachary McCaskie, wicket-
keeper Tevin Imlach; all-rounders Jus-
tin Greaves, Kavem Hodge and Kevin 
Sinclair; as well as fast bowlers Akeem 
Jordan and Shamar Joseph.

Jayden Seales is unavailable for 
selection due to a shoulder injury. 
Jason Holder  and  Kyle Mayers  are 
unavailable as they have expressed a 
preference to explore T20 franchise op-
portunities in January.

Speaking about the make-up of the 
squad, CWI Lead Selector, Dr. Des-
mond Haynes said,  “The squad has 
been affected by the unavailability of 
some key players. However, we have 

Australia’s captain Pat Cummins, left, and West Indies skipper Kraigg Brathwaite hold 
the Frank Worrell Trophy. (CWI Media)

West Indies fast bowler Alzarri Joseph
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