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VISIT BARBUDA

Story on Page 2
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The government has made a request to top officials of the Long Ping Agricultural Project, now in its second phase, to further ex-
pand the programme over the short to medium term. Prime Minister Gaston Browne, second left, and Agriculture Minister E.P Chet
Greene met with members of the company last week. Story on page 8.
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PM Browne to visit Barbuda

Prime Minister Gaston
Browne will pay a visit to
Barbuda this week to per-
sonally assess the damage to
the island caused by of Hur-
ricane Tammy on Saturday
evening.

The storm directly im-
pacted Barbuda with winds
up to 85 miles per hour.

While some damage oc-
curred to property or infra-
structure on the sister isle, it
was not on the scale expe-
rienced with Hurricane Irma
in September, 2017.

PM Browne confirmed
that he wanted to visit the
island on Sunday, immedi-
ately after the storm, but due
to the continued inclement
weather conditions that pre-
vailed over both islands, he

was advised to postpone the

visit until later in the week.

He said no definite date
has been set, but he fully
intends to visit Barbuda as
soon as practicable.

The storm turned away
from the mainland on Sat-
urday after residents braced
for hours for a direct hit.

It then shifted and took
direct aim at Barbuda on

Saturday evening with high
winds and heavy rains.

In 2017, Hurricane
Irma left Barbuda with mil-
lions of dollars in damage
in its wake after pounding
the island relentlessly for
many hours with Category
5 winds of more than 150
miles per hour.

Mere hours after the
storm passed, PM Browne
made an aerial tour of the
island to assess the damage.
What he saw moved him
to tears, he reported after-
wards.

For Hurricane Tammy,
the reports are that between
2:00 pm on Saturday to 2:00
pm on Sunday, just over 4
inches of rain fell on Barbu-
da.
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No injuries from
Hurricane Tammy’s impact

The National Office
of Disaster Services is re-
porting that there were no
injuries reported following
the passage of Hurricane
Tammy Saturday evening
and the rains that followed
up into Sunday.

“There have been no
reports of injuries so far
from the effects of Hurri-
cane Tammy on both An-
tigua and the sister-isle
Barbuda,” a NODS report
revealed late Sunday after-
noon.

It disclosed that both
islands had minor dam-
age done to properties and
there was some level of
flooding. There were also
reports of downed power
lines and trees.

A hurricane warning
was issued for both Anti-
gua and Barbuda on Fri-
day with Barbuda receiv-
ing category one hurricane
conditions which was the
more severe of the two.

During the eye’s pas-
sage overnight, seven peo-
ple were moved to shelter
on Barbuda at the Fisheries
Complex.

“About 300 persons
moved to twenty-two (22)
shelters on both Antigua
and Barbuda. Most in-
dividuals have since re-
turned home and the ma-
jority of the shelters has
closed.  DistrictDisaster
Coordinators (DDCs) were
asked to remain on stand-
by as a precautionary mea-

sure during the flash flood 6:30PM on Sunday.
warning,” according to the The National Emer-
report. gency Operations Centre
Power was restored on (NEOC) issued the all clear
Barbuda sometime around with regards to Hurricane

Tammy sometime around
9PM on Sunday, dropping
all watches and warnings
that were in place for An-
tigua and Barbuda.
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Barbuda drenched by Tammy...
Antlgua records two inches of rain

Barbuda took a direct hit by
Hurricane Tammy Saturday evening
as it traveled northward on its trek

" in the Northern Leeward.

The storm was first predicted to

pass over Guadeloupe and Antigua

with its storm force winds of up to
85 miles per hour.

However, it avoided both islands
and shifted west as it neared Barbu-
da, resulting in the eye-wall passing
directly over the island.

Fortunately, unlike the powerful

Category 5 winds of Hurricane Irma
| of six years ago, Tammy carried a

much lighter punch with 85 miles
per hour Category 1 winds.
Reports of damage from the is-

land indicate that this was minimal.

The island received just over 4 inch-

~ es of rain within a twenty-four hour
~ period, with more expected today.

Areas of the island reported
flooding, but with the rebuilding
after Irma ensuring that the homes
and other structures are stronger,
damages were less severe.

For Antigua, Tammy brought
less rain than was forecast. Actual
amounts were less than half of what
the island experienced from Trop-
ical Storm Philippe earlier in the
month. Orange Valley reported just
over two inches, Sir Vivian Rich-
ards Stadium just over an inch and
VC Bird International Airport re-
corded just over an inch during the
twenty-four hour period ending at
2:00 pm on Sunday.

The Met Office is predicting that
the rainfall and overcast conditions
will continue Monday into Tuesday
with sunny skies anticipated to re-
turn fully by Wednesday.

Clare Browne- Education
system opening

The Ministry of Education has an-
nounced that schools in Barbuda are
to remain closed today following the
passage of Hurricane Tammy.

Director of Education, Clare
Browne said the ministry wants to
conduct its own assessment of the sit-
uation on the sister island and it will
make a further announcement when
this is done.

“A careful assessment of the func-
tionality of the school plants there will
be determined tomorrow (Monday)
and a reopening announcement made
thereafter,” a statement issued by Di-
rector Browne Sunday evening stated.

He noted that generally speaking,
schools in Antigua, will attempt to

reopen Monday, once the all clear is
given. However, the operation of in-
dividual schools will be determined
based on the specific situation of each
school.

“We are opening the education
system here in Antigua and the few
schools that are unable to function for
one reason or the other will inform par-
ents through their respective parents
WhatsApp Chat Groups and the other
usual means of reaching parents,” Di-
rector Clare Browne concluded.

Several private schools have an-
nounced closures for today, while
their school plants are assessed, ahead
of the resumption of classes on Tues-
day.

Director of Education, Clare Browne
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Independence Art Exhibition delayed

Unfavourable weath-
er conditions have forced
the Antigua and Barbuda
Festivals Commission to

postpone the official start
of the 2023 Independence
programme.

The schedule of activi-
ties was due to commence
today with the opening of

an arts exhibition at two lo-
cations simultaneously; the
Arrivals Lounge of the VC
Bird International Airport
and the John E. St. Luce
Finance and Conference
Centre.

The opening ceremo-
nies will now be held to-
morrow and will continue

until Friday.

“The exhibition will
serve as a platform to high-
light the diversity and cre-
ativity of our local artists,
featuring a wide range of
artistic styles and mediums.

“Each of our artists has
poured their heart and soul
into their creations, offer-

ing spectators a unique and
thought-provoking experi-
ence.

“From mesmerizing
paintings to intricate sculp-
tures, spectators can im-
merse themselves in the
rich tapestry of artistic ex-
pression,” a media release
from the Commission stat-
ed.

All artworks that will
be on display can be pur-
chased, providing art en-
thusiasts and collectors
with an extraordinary op-
portunity to own a unique
piece of local art.

The proceeds from the
sales will directly support
the artists and contribute
to the growth and develop-
ment the art community.

Minister of the Creative
Industries, Daryll Matthew,
said “The Ministry is com-
mitted to nurturing and
supporting emerging talent,
and this exhibition is a tes-
tament to our dedication to
promoting and preserving
our nation’s artistic heri-
tage. Through various ini-
tiatives, exhibitions, and
events, the Ministry aims to
foster a thriving arts com-
munity and provide oppor-
tunities for artists to show-
case their talent.”

The Commission is
extending an invitation
for members of the public
to view the exhibition, as
Antigua and Barbuda cele-
brates its 42nd Anniversary
of Independence under the
theme: “Embracing the
Legacy, Shaping the Fu-
ture”.
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Government requests expansion
of Chinese agricultural prOJect

The government has made a re-
quest to top officials of the Long
Ping Agricultural Project, now in its
second phase, to further expand the
programme over the short to medium
term.

Two members of the company, its
managing director and the executive
director were in the country over the
past week to meet with Prime Minister
Gaston Browne and Foreign Affairs
and Agriculture Minister, E.P Chet
Greene.

“The officials were here to assess
the progress of the project so far and to
meet with senior government officials
to get from them what are the direc-
tions that they wanted the programme Elabanjo disclosed.
to take into the future in terms of local He reported that both PM Browne
interactions and helping the country to  and Minister Greene gave positive
attain its goals of greater food securi- reviews of the programme and they
ty,” Chief Extension Officer, Owalabi cont’d on pg 10
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provided  suggestions/rec-
ommendations to the Long
Ping officials of what they
would wish the programme
to achieve.

“Both the prime minis-
ter and the minister wanted
to see an expansion of the
programme and they gave
commitments to provide
more lands to the project to
achieve this. They were par-
ticularly interested in seeing
more production of brocco-
li and cauliflower from the
project.

“In addition, they want-
ed to see more local farm-
ers trained by the Chinese
farmers in utilizing their
technologies as well as to
make available some of the
seeds that they have devel-
oped and have used in their

production,”
plained.
The agricultural offi-
cial said the government is
quite keen to see more local
production and it is hopeful
that through collaboration

Elabanjo ex-

Z \

between the Long Ping Ag-
ricultural Project and local
farmers, Antigua and Bar-
buda would take a big leap
to achieving the goals of
food security.

The Long Ping Agricul-

tural Project is a joint agree-
ment between the Gov-
ernments of Antigua and
Barbuda and the People’s
Republic of China. Each
phase will last for three
years.
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framework to be upgraded

Antigua and Barbuda has em-
barked on a goal to establish the reg-
ulatory framework for radiation safety
and for the security of radioactive ma-
terials.

This comes following a mission to
the country by a team from the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Antigua and Barbuda became a
member of the IAEA in 2015 and part
of the responsibilities of being a mem-
ber is to establish the legal infrastruc-
ture to oversee the handling of radia-
tion equipment and the safe disposal
of radioactive waste.

The advisory mission was head-
ed by Margaret Cervera, who said the
visit was to get an assessment of the
legislation that is already in place and
what steps are needed to bring the leg-
islation in line with what is required

D
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by the IAEA.

During the mission, the team
held in-depth discussions with repre-
sentatives from several government
agencies, to include the Antigua and
Barbuda Defense Force, the Customs
Division, the Ministry of Health and
the A&B Transport Board. The team
also conducted visits to sites where
radiation materials are already in use.
One such site was the Cancer Centre
Eastern Caribbean, where the govern-
ment is in discussions to acquire and
resume operations at the facility.

Included in the mission were dis-
cussions with a team from the Minis-
try of Legal Affairs, which will be re-
sponsible for drafting new legislation
on the matter. One recommendation is
for the establishment of a regulatory
board that will function as a unit with-
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in the Antigua and Barbuda Bureau of
Standards.

“Following our discussions and
interactions with the government rep-
resentatives at our sessions, we came
up with a series of recommendations
and an action plan for implementation
by the Antigua and Barbuda govern-
ment,” Cervera outlined.

She said the country will have to
fill in target dates on the action plan
for when it hopes to implement the rec-
ommendations. “This is a process that
will take some time before it is fully
implemented and that is for the gov-
ernment to decide on when it hopes to
achieve what,” she said.

Head of the Bureau of Standards,
Dianne Lalla Rodrigues said there is a
three-year plan to have the recommen-
dations fully implemented.
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A hole day’s work

By Tony Deyal

Many years ago, I saw
the former Trinidad and To-
bago (T&T) Prime Minister
(PM), Mr Basdeo Panday,
with his wife on the fairway
of the golf course on which
I lived (Petrotrin Oil Com-
pany, Trinidad). I knew that
even though they were a fair
way away from me, I should
hide my children and watch
out. Because they were, at
best, indifferent golfers, and
normally I am totally indif-
ferent to golf, I knew I could
not be indifferent to their
being close to my house. I
stood in my yard expecting
the worst. It nearly hap-
pened. It took a lot of balls,
but they finally missed my
two children and new SUV
(sports utility vehicle) by
inches. A neighbour who
had seen what happened,
told me a golf joke to cheer
me up. The wife of a poli-
tician suffered a terrible bee
sting and complained to her
doctor about it. “What hap-
pened?” asked the doctor. “I
got stung between the first
and second hole,” replied
the lady golfer. The doctor
replied, “You must have
an awfully wide stance!” I
suppose that while the high-
waymen of old demanded
your money by pointing a
single barrel gun at you and
saying, “Stand and deliv-
er”, today’s freeway men go
with clubs and tell you flat,
“Stance and deliver.”

What I find interesting is
the language of golf. While

I think of an “Albatross” as
a bird linked to everlasting
love or as the bird in Samuel
Coleridge’s The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner, in golf it is
a score given for a hole that
has been completed three
strokes under par, (and that
is not what you call your fa-
ther or older friend) but is
sometimes know as a “dou-
ble eage.” “Birdie” is also
another name for the great
calypsonian “The Mighty
Sparrow” who, fortunately,
is not a golfer otherwise his
favourite music would be
swing. More interesting, es-
pecially for those of us who
try to understand the game
and its possibilities, golf
has “pitch”, “putt”, “sand
wedge” and, even more in-
teresting to many Caribbe-
an folks, “rough”, “sweet
spot”, and “wood”. Perhaps
because of these last three,
“languages” comedian, and
actor Andrew Perry (ak.a.
Stepin Fetchit) joked that
there are three roads to ruin:
women, gambling, and golf.
The most pleasant is with
women, the quickest is with
gambling, but the surest is
with golf.

ESCHEW GAMBLING

Of course, there are peo-
ple who eschew gambling
and find pleasure and sport
in a combination of golf and
women. In fact, some find
similarity in dealing with
them simultaneously. One
even got lucky in more ways
than one. Frank, a golfer, al-
ways looked on the bright

Tony Deyal

side. He would constantly
irritate his friends with his
eternal optimism. No matter
how horrible the circum-
stance, if he missed a put or
ended in the river, he would
always reply, “Well, it could
have been worse.” To cure
him of his annoying habit,
his friends decided to invent
a situation so completely
bad, so terrible, that even
Frank could find no hope
in it. On the golf course
one day, one of them said,
“Frank, did you hear about
Tom? He came home last
night, found his wife in bed
with another man, shot them
both and then turned the gun
on himself!” “That’s awful,
said Frank, “But it could
have been worse.” “How in
hell,” asked his bewildered
friend, “could it have been
worse?”  “Well,” replied

Frank, “if it had happened
the night before, I’d be dead
now!”

Fortunately, one of the
politicians in the region is
not only a golfer, but a very
good speaker. In addition to
being able to joke about the
link between golf and wom-
en, as prime minister, he
continues to be at the top of
the heap. He told the T&T
parliament in 2018 (five
years ago), “... a golf course
is like a woman. You have to
groom her every day other-
wise it turns into a pasture.”
He was heavily criticised
for that but demonstrated
that he had a lot of balls
to stick with it. Even more
than the Best Man who gave
this speech at a wedding,
“Like all best mates, Paul
and I often talked about
the type of girl we’d like to
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cont’d from pg 14
marry. I remember Paul had two very
important criteria. The first being, she
would have to tolerate his golf obses-
sion - which is fair enough, Paul loves
golf. He sleeps, eats and breathes golf.
The second being, she wouldn’t be a
hooker - which if you ask me, is being
a little fussy. I’ve been out with plenty
of hookers and it’s not a problem. You
take their wrists, get them to hold their
left hand just a little higher than the
right, with their thumb down here... it
doesn’t take long to sort out.”

SORT ITSELF OUT

It might even sort itself out. Two
golfers were having an awfully slow
round of golf because the two ladies
in front of them managed to get into
every sand trap, lake, and rough on the
course. They didn’t bother to wave the
men on through, which is proper golf
etiquette. After two hours of waiting

and waiting, one man said, “I think
I’ll walk up there and ask those gals
to let us play through.” He walked out
the fairway, got halfway to the ladies,
stopped, turned around, and came
back, explaining, “I can’t do it. One of
those women is my wife, and the oth-
er is my mistress! Maybe you’d bet-
ter go talk to them.” The second man
walked toward the ladies, got halfway
there, and just as his partner had done,
stopped, turned around and walked
back and said: “Small world.”
Fortunately for golfers and their
clubs, what they play with and where
they drink, an international team of re-
searchers from the University of East-
ern Finland found that playing a single
18-hole round of golf may signifi-
cantly improve immediate cognitive
function in older individuals. Some of
them knew that long before the uni-
versity found out. A rich old man went

for his regular round of golf with his
friends, but this time, he brought along
a gorgeous young lady. Full of pride,
he introduced them to his new fiancée.
For the rest of the afternoon his friends
can’t take their eyes off the stunning
beauty. After the round of golf, the
rich man took his friend to the bar to
celebrate. One of his friends asked
him, “How on earth did you manage
to hook up with such a beautiful young
lady? You’re seventy. She must be at
least forty years younger than you!”
The old rich guy said, “I lied about my
age.” His friend asked, “And she be-
lieved you? How old did you say you
were?” “I told her I was ninety.”

Tony Deyal was last seen remem-
bering Chris Rock’s observation in
the days when Tiger Woods was king,
“The world’s coming to an end. The
world’s best golfer is black and the
world’s best rapper is white.”
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China could outstrip USA in trade
with Carlbbean, Latm Amerlca

By Alina Doodnath

China’s trade with Ca-
ribbean and Latin America
could surpass that of the
United States within the
coming years, according to
some experts.

Loop News attended a
plenary session for the third
Belt and Road Forum for
International ~ Cooperation
in Beijing on October 17,
where Evandro Menezes de
Carvalho, Head of the Cen-
ter for Brazil-China Studies
at Getulio Vargas Founda-
tion(FGV), said it’s possible
that China could outstrip
the US as the main trading
partner of the Caribbean and
Latin America by 2035.

“Chinese trade invest-
ments with...Latin Amer-
ican and Caribbean states,
CELAC countries, are a
very concrete reality.

“It’s no coincidence that
any one of the 33 CELAC
countries can sign declara-
tions of participation with
the Belt and Road Initiative.
Thus, the BRI extends to
Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean.”

He said Chinese trade
with Latin America jumped
from $180 billion in 2010
to $450 billion in 2021 with
China maintaining a $7 bil-
lion surplus.

“Analysts predict that
China, Latin America and
the Caribbean trade could
surpass $700 billion by
2035, and China could sur-
pass the United States as the
region’s top trading part-

De Carvalho said the
BRI provides an avenue for
countries to develop while
maintaining their autonomy.

“21st century China is a
major investment provider
to the world and most im-
portantly, a country that of-
fers the BRI as an initiative
to promote development
and stability to the world
through a diplomacy that re-
spects the cultural diversity
and the sovereignty of these
states.”

“The new Silk Road is
a project under which the
Chinese government views
its foreign policy as a new
sign of openness with Chi-
nese colours while provid-

ing...diplomacy with Chi-
nese features.”

De Carvalho said the
BRI needs to be better
known in Latin America to
be able to access these op-
portunities.

“Investing in research
projects and disseminating
knowledge about the Initia-
tive is also necessary.”

Trinidad And Tobago
will be the first Caribbean
country to launch a project
under the BRI, the Phoenix
Park Industrial Estate, later

this year.
Some clients have have
already begun  produc-

tion such as China Summit
Luggage, which produc-
es world-famous luggage

brands such as Samsonite.

The state-of-the-art 5G
facility offers competitive-
ly priced factory shells and
land lots to manufacturing
and logistics businesses,
and promises to give cli-
ents unique access to glob-
al consumer markets due to
its strategic location near an
international and container-
ised port served by global
shipping lines.

The Park spans 144
acres in Point Lisas and ten-
ants will also have access
to the Latin American and
Caribbean (LAC) and North
American Ports.

China’s BRI has gener-
ated nearly US$1 trillion in

cont’d on pg 17
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Guyana to benefit from
Cuban agrlcultural exertlse

CMC - The agricultur-
al industry in Guyana will
soon be receiving technical
assistance from their coun-
terparts in Cuba following
the recent signing of a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU).

The MoU, which was
signed by Director Gener-
al of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Madanlall Ramraj,
Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of Agriculture,
Delma Nedd, and Cuban
Ambassador to Guyana,
Jorge Francisco Soberén

Luis at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre, Satur-
day morning, provides a
framework for cooperation
in the areas of agriculture
and vegetable products,
livestock and animal prod-
ucts, beekeeping, forestry,
and other areas.

Ramraj said Guyana has
several hectares of undevel-
oped which offers enormous
potential for beekeeping and
the apiculture sector, which
he says will help Guyana
meet the 25 by 2025 initia-
tive, by increasing its honey

production for Guyana to
become an exporter of hon-
ey in CARICOM.

“Guyana’s forest has
a great potential for api-
culture, if exploited, it can
create employment and
sustainable income for the
population residing in the
hinterland areas...I look
forward to the fruitful col-
laboration between our
countries as we actively de-
velop our agriculture sector
to greater food security,”
Ramraj noted.

Guyana is forging ahead

with the transformation of
the region’s agricultural
food systems towards full
commercialisation, and is
forming partnerships with
nations that possess some
of the greatest agricultural
methods.

Ramraj said the country
will soon sign a technical as-
sistance agreement with the
Cuban Company, CATEC-
Labiofam, to boost the hon-
ey industry in Guyana.

Meanwhile, Ambassa-
dor Luis said the signing
of the MoU is an import-

cont’d from pg 16
investment and formed more than 3,000

cooperation projects since its inception in
2013. The participating countries include
almost 75 per cent of the world’s popula-
tion and account for more than half of the
world’s GD

China’s trade in goods with BRI coun-
tries doubled from 1.04 trillion US dollars
in 2013 to US$2.07 trillion in 2022, with
an average annual growth rate of 8 per

cent.

Overall, eight of 13 CARICOM coun-
tries - Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados,
Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,
Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago - are
members of the BRI.

Trinidad and Tobago was the first Ca-
ribbean country to sign onto the BRI in
2018 - T&T became the first CARICOM
country whose trade with China exceeded
US$1 billion.

L
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry, Delma Nedd, and Cuban Ambassador to Guyana, Jorge
Francisco Soberon Luis.

ant step towards advancing
food security and food pro-
duction in the region.

“As both leaders of Cuba
and Guyana have stated, we
should join efforts and forc-
es to make our capabilities
come together to strengthen
our production and our tech-
nical assistance,” he said.

Ambassador Luis
stressed that Guyana has a
leading role to play in food
security and production in
within the Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM).

“Cuba 1s making that
contribution in that area...
We are certain that we are
going to achieve higher re-
sults by working together to
make our technical and pro-
duction capacities achieve
bigger and better results,”
Luis added.

Ramraj and Luis both
said Guyana and Cuba have
enjoyed cordial relations for
a long time.
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Hiker rescued from volcano crater

A man who was reported
missing after going on a hike
to The Quill on the island of
St Eustatius (Statia) was res-
cued on Thursday during a
search and rescue operation.

However, the operation
took an unfortunate turn
when a swarm of bees at-
tacked the rescuers.

According to a report,
the man had been missing
since Wednesday when he
and his wife went hiking the
Quill.

The emergency services
and a number of volun-
teers commenced a search
Wednesday night after re-
ceiving a report that the cou-
ple, who are visitors to the
island, were lost.

The woman was located
safe and uninjured, yet ex-
hausted, at about 11:30 on
Wednesday night, but she
told the rescue team that she
was unable to contact her

The Quill.

husband.

A large-scale operation
was launched Thursday
morning to try to rescue the
man. He was later found on
a rather difficult incline. He

was being carefully taken up
to the rim of the crater when
bees attacked the team.
Several members of the
rescue team were stung and
affected to varying degrees.

The Quill’s summit ele-
vation is 601 metres (1,972
ft). It is a high dormant vol-
cano, which is also the sec-
ond-highest mountain in the
Netherlands.
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Mohamed Muizzu: The Maldives’
new president wants India out

By Anbarasan Ethirajan

“We don’t want any
foreign military boots on
Maldivian soil... I prom-
ised this to the people of
the Maldives and I will live
up to my promise from day
one.”

Dr Mohamed Muizzu,
who won the Maldives pres-
idential election last month,
1s wasting no time in asking
India to get its troops out of
the country.

The president-elect,
who is due to be sworn in
later in November, told the
BBC in an exclusive inter-
view that he met the Indi-
an ambassador a few days
after his victory and “told
him very clearly that every
single Indian military per-
sonnel here should be re-
moved”.

The Maldives has long
been under India’s sphere of
influence and Mr Muizzu’s
demand is likely to trigger
diplomatic tensions be-
tween Malé and Delhi.

In fact, when Mr Muiz-
zu won the Maldives pres-
idential poll, that was seen
as a setback for India - es-
pecially as his opponent,
the incumbent Ibrahim Mo-
hamed Solih - had drawn
his country closer to Delhi
since taking over in 2018.

The alliance backing Mr
Muizzu portrayed this rela-
tionship - strengthened by
Mr Solih’s India-first policy
- as a threat to the Maldives’
sovereignty and security.

Mohamed Muizzu won the Maldives presidential election last month.

Mr Muizzu’s alliance
favours closer ties with Chi-
na, which has invested hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
in the Maldives in the form
of loans and grants for in-
frastructure and develop-
ment projects.

But India, which wants
a foothold in the strategical-
ly located islands to moni-
tor a key part of the Indian
Ocean, has also provided
about $2bn in development
assistance to the country.

If its troops are forced to
leave, it will be a blow for
Delhi.

But a furore over “gifts”
that Delhi gave the Maldives
- two helicopters received in
2010 and 2013 and a small
aircraft in 2020 - has given
the “India out” campaign a
huge boost.

Delhi said the craft were
to be used for search and
rescue missions and medi-
cal evacuations.

But in 2021, the Maldiv-
ian defence force said about
75 Indian military person-
nel were based in the coun-
try to operate and maintain
the Indian aircrafts. This
fuelled suspicion and anger
as many felt the reconnais-
sance aircraft were being
used as an excuse to put In-
dian boots on the ground.

Mr Muizzu also says
that the presence of these
troops could put the Mal-
dives at risk - especially as
tensions between India and
China escalate along their
Himalayan border.

“Maldives is too small
to get entangled with this
global power struggle. We

will not get entangled into
this,” he said.

Speaking to the BBC
before the presidential poll,
the outgoing president Mr
Solih said fears about the
presence of Indian troops
were exaggerated.

“There are no militarily
active overseas personnel
stationed in the Maldives.
Indian personnel currently
present in the country are
under the operational com-
mand of the Maldives Na-
tional Defence Force,” he
said.

But it’s not just the air-
crafts. Mr Muizzu said he
wanted to review all the
agreements the Maldives
has signed with India in re-
cent years.

“We don’t know what’s

cont’d on pg 20
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in there. Even in Parliament, some of
the MPs during the debates said that
they didn’t know what’s in there. I am
sure we will find it out,” he said.

Soon after his victory, observers
noted that the Chinese ambassador in
Malé was quick to congratulate Mr
Muizzu.

Chinese President Xi Jinping also
weighed in, saying he attached “great
importance to the development of bi-
lateral relations and stands ready to
work with President-elect Muizzu to
carry forward the traditional friend-
ship, deepen practical cooperation”.

Mr Muizzu has also spoken high-
ly of Chinese infrastructure projects
in the Maldives, saying the invest-
ments had transformed Malé city and
brought benefits to its residents.

However, he has denied being a
“pro-China” candidate as opposed to

the “pro-India” Mr Solih.

“I am a pro-Maldives person. For
me, Maldives comes first, our inde-
pendence comes first” he said. “I am
not pro or against any country.”

Despite this, however, his opposi-
tion alliance includes the party of for-
mer president Abdulla Yameen who
was instrumental in moving the Mal-
dives closer to China.

When India and Western lend-
ers were not willing to offer loans to
Yameen’s administration due to alle-
gations of human rights violations,
Yameen - who is currently serving a
11-year prison sentence for corruption
- turned to Beijing who offered him
the money without any conditions.

He then joined President Xi’s Belt
and Road Initiative - which aims to
build road, rail and sea links between
China and the rest of the world.

Mr Muizzu was seen as a proxy of

Yameen - who was barred from con-
testing the election.

Soon after he won the election Mr
Muizzu asked the current administra-
tion to move Yameen from a high-se-
curity prison to house arrest in the
capital Male.

But given Yameen’s uneasy and
tense relationship with Delhi, it could
well be a struggle for Mr Muizzu’s
new alliance to balance ties with India.

Mr Muizzu sounds keen to emerge
out of the shadows of Yameen and is
all set to charter a new path both do-
mestically and in the country’s foreign
affairs.

Given his decisive victory he may
not face much resistance internally, at
least in the initial stages.

He sounds determined to take the
Maldives out of India’s orbit but con-
vincing Delhi to withdraw its troops
may be his first big challenge.

CALL: 562-3989 OR 562-2991
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Dead and wounded strain Gaza
hospitals as air strikes mtensﬂ’y

At the Al-Agsa Martyrs
hospital in central Gaza,
they are running out of ma-
terial to cover the dead with.

The bodies are stacked
in a courtyard outside,
prayers are said, and rela-
tives collapse to the floor
wailing in grief.

Inside the hospital, doc-
tors battle to patch up the
walking wounded and save
the gravely injured - but
stores of medicine and sup-
plies are dwindling by the
day.

A BBC Arabic reporter
witnessed a facility over-
whelmed with casualties
where doctors were racing
to finish procedures before
moving on to the next pa-
tient.

Some of the images
which have emerged from
the hospital on Sunday are
too graphic to share. Chil-
dren - including at least two
babies - are among the dead.

Officials  from  the
Hamas-controlled  health
ministry say more than 100
people were killed as Israel
carried out air strikes over-
night.

In response the Israeli
military told the BBC that
it had targeted nearby ar-

s “based on intelligence
information confirming the
presence of a Hamas leader
in the area adjacent to the
hospital, who gave orders to
fire towards Israel from that
area’.

On Sunday morning a

A stream of dead and wounded arrived at al-Aqsa Martyrs hos-
pital on Sunday.

stream of vehicles was seen
carrying wounded people to
the hospital.

“We’ve been here since
the crack of dawn and the

bodies have complete-
ly filled the hospital yard,
on top of the bodies which
are in refrigerators which
are full, inside the hospi-
tal building and outside,” a
member of staff said.

“We don’t have enough
shrouds for the bodies be-
cause the numbers are huge.
All bodies are arriving in
parts, unattached and in
pieces. We can’t identify
them because the bodies
have been disfigured and
crushed.”

He described the situa-
tion as ‘“‘unbearable”, add-
ing: “Despite everything
we’ve witnessed before,
these are scenes we’ve nev-
er seen.”

Similar scenes are be-
ing played out at hospitals
across the territory as the Is-
rael-Gaza war stretches into
its third week.

At the al-Quds hospital

in Gaza City’s Tel al-Hawa
area, bombs struck nearby
buildings as a team of 23
doctors and nurses treated
more than 500 people, ac-
cording to a message from a
doctor in the hospital sent to
the BBC.

Patients and civilians
sheltering in the hospital
were living in “a state of ter-
ror”, the doctor, who did not
want to be identified for his
own safety, said in a voice
message.

And amid a health situ-
ation he described as “cata-
strophic”, doctors had to de-
cide who to treat first. The
rest join the queue.

“Many of the wounded
have been waiting several
days for surgery,” the doctor
said. His voice message was
passed on by Norwegian
doctor and activist Mads
Gilbert, of the Norwegian
Aid Committee’s emergen-
cy team.

The medical staff has
been depleted as some have
been killed and others can’t
reach the site. The remain-

ing staff now share their
building with 1,200 dis-
placed people who are shel-
tering there.

“There are 120 wounded
people with various injuries
here, 10 patients are in ICU
on ventilators, and we have
about 400 chronic patients,”
the doctor said.

“There are about 1,200
displaced citizens here - it
is not easy to move such a
large number of people so
we decided not to evacu-
ate.”

The Israeli military has
repeated its warning to ev-
eryone in the northern Gaza
Strip to head south of Wadi
Gaza, a strip of wetlands
that winds across the terri-
tory, for their own safety.
Gaza City is to the north
of Wadi Gaza, while Deir
al-Balah is to the south.

Hundreds of thousands
of people have fled to south-
ern parts of Gaza, but thou-
sands more remain in their
homes in northern Gaza.

Hospitals across Gaza
are desperate for supplies,
even after the first 20 aid
trucks were able to enter
from Egypt on Saturday.

Despite some food and
medical supplies making it
through, no fuel has entered
Gaza since the conflict be-
gan. Hospitals are relying
on fuel-powered generators
for their electricity.

On  Sunday  Unicef
warned that 120 babies in
cont’d on pg 22
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All Saints Secondary get second
win in Under-20 Boys Division

All Saints Secondary secured their
second win in the East Zone of the
Under-20 Boys Division of the Min-
istry of Sports Secondary Schools’
Football League in the latest round of
matches.

A Devonta Byrne 27th-minute
conversion gave All Saints Secondary
a 1-0 win against Irene B. Williams
Secondary at the Mack Pond playing
field in All Saints.

All Saints Secondary, which fin-
ished as runners-up behind last year’s
champion, the Antigua and Barbu-
da Institute of Continuing Education
(ABICE), had prevailed 4-3 against

cont’d from pg 21

incubators - including 70 premature
newborns also on ventilators - are de-
pendent on machines linked up to back-
up generators which were deployed
when Gaza’s electricity supply from
Israel was switched off.

“We have currently 120 neonates
who are in incubators, out of which we
have 70 neonates with mechanical ven-
tilation, and of course this is where we
are extremely concerned,” said Unicef
spokesman Jonathan Crickx.

Fikr Shalltoot, Gaza director for
charity Medical Aid for Palestinians,
said some of the premature babies had
been born amid the latest round of
fighting.

“On that ward there is a 32-week-
old baby who doctors managed to save
after its mother was killed in an air
strike,” she told the BBC. “The mother
and whole family died but the baby was
saved.”

She says death is certain for the
child, and others on the same ward, if
the generators stop running.

The fuel to keep them switched on
is in short supply.

St. Joseph’s Academy in their first
game of this year’s competition.

It was the second loss for Irene B.
Williams, who lost 3-4 against ABI-
CE in their opening encounter.

Eroy Gonsalves scored twice as
St. Joseph’s Academy recorded their
first win with a 4-1 victory against
Pares Secondary School at the Pares
playing field.

Gonsalves scored in the 17th and
25th minutes, while Terroy Ponde
had a conversion in the 37th minute.

Pares player Agieano Williams
scored an own goal for St. Joseph’s
Academy in the 24th minute. Thair
Thomas scored a consolation goal for
Pares Secondary.

But the other match between ABI-
CE and Clare Hall Secondary was not
played due to a water-logged playing
field at Potters.

If possible, the Secondary Schools
Football League will continue with
matches in the Under-16 Boys Divi-
sion on Tuesday.

The Antigua and Barbuda Chamber of Commerce

Presents

CHAMBER BUSINESS LUNCHEON
WITH THE FINANCIAL SERVICES REGULATORS (ECCB, FSRC, AND ONDCP]

Topic: “Regulating dynamic financial services industries in
an era with increasing service diversification: Challenges
and Opportunities.”

SPEAKERS

Mr. Shawn Williams
Senior Policy Specialist,
Comimercial Banking, ECCB

Mr. Morvin Williams
Director, International Banks and
Non-Banks, FSRC

Colonel Edward Croft
Director, ONDCP

Mr. Phil Rose
Regulatory Team Leader, Domestic
Insurance and Pensions Department, FSRC

MODERATED BY

Mrs. Jackie Ferracho-Williams
Director, ABCC

Q Sandals Grande Antigua Resort & Spa
26th October 2023 12:00 - 15:00

U* Members: EC$300.00
¢V Non-Members: EC$375.00

REGISTER NOW

(268) 462 - 0743
(268) 462 - 4575

chamcom@candw.ag
antiguabarbudachamber@gmail.com
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Kohli leads India past New
Zealand despite Mitchell’s ton

DHARAMSALA, India (Re-
uters) - Virat Kohli’s crafty 95
trumped Daryl Mitchell’s rapid 130
as hosts India beat New Zealand by
four wickets in a top-of-the-table
clash in the 50-overs World Cup on
Sunday.

Kohli could not complete the
chase, but was instrumental again
as India reached a victory target
of 274 with two overs to spare to
maintain their unbeaten run in the
tournament.

Their fifth successive win put
the two-time champions at the top
of the table followed by 2019 run-
ners-up New Zealand, who tasted
their first defeat at this year’s tour-
nament.

Mitchell smashed a rapid hun-
dred, but New Zealand did not get
the late flourish and were all out for
273 in exactly 50 overs.

Mitchell forged a 159-run part-
nership with Rachin Ravindra (75)
before the Indian bowlers applied
the brake.

Mohammed Shami led India’s
spirited bowling effort, claiming
five for 54 in his first match of the
tournament, which earned him the

player-of-the-match award.

Skipper Rohit Sharma (46) led
India’s rollicking start, but it was
Kohli’s fourth 50-plus score in five
innings that helped to inflict on
New Zealand their first defeat of the
tournament.

Electing to field, India dominat-
ed the powerplay segment, reduc-
ing New Zealand to 34 for two, but
subsequently dropped three catches
to let their opponents off the hook.

Ravindra’s was an eventful
knock as he survived two lbw re-
views and even had a caught-behind
decision against him overturned.

A genuine reprieve came when
Ravindra Jadeja, a safe catcher oth-
erwise, dropped a sitter at backward
point. Mitchell also had his share of
good fortune.

KL Rahul dropped him behind
the stumps when on 59 and later
Jasprit Bumrah floored a regulation
catch in the deep.

Once Shami had dismissed
Ravindra, New Zealand, cruising at
205 for three in the 37th over, col-
lapsed in a heap, managing 54 runs
in the last 10 overs and losing six
wickets.

India’s Virat Kohli plays a shot during the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup match between India
and New Zealand in Dharamshala, India, Sun-
day, Oct. 22, 2023. (AP)

Trimingham Trucking Enterprises
stay top of business league

Trimingham Trucking
Enterprises and Sandals se-
cured wins to retain the top
two positions in the Cool
and Smooth Antigua and
Barbuda Basketball Asso-
ciation’s (ABBA) Business
League Competition in the
latest round of matches.

Trimmingham Truck-
ing Enterprises snatched

a narrow 53-52 victory
against the Callan Shoot-
ers at the JSC Sports Com-
plex.

T-Shawn Lewis sank
19 points, and Donte Trim-
ingham scored 13 points
for Trimingham Trucking
Enterprises to record their
ninth win in 12 games to
remain as leaders of the 13-

team round-robin league.

Warren Bogle convert-
ed 16 points, and Leroy
Percival had 12 points for
the Callan Shooters, who
slumped to their fifth loss
in 11 games.

Sandal crushed Police
75-50 to claim their eighth
win in nine games and re-
main in second place.

Keroi Lee produced 19
points, and Keaddy Martin
chipped in with 16 points
for the Sandals.

Javon Simon scored 18
points, and Jair Benta sank
16 points for the Police,
who lost their ninth game
in as many games to re-
main winless at the bottom
of the league.
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Cariah lifts Red Force above
Harpy Eagles in Super50 Cup

Yannic Cariah produced
a stellar all-round display,
which handed Trinidad and
Tobago Red Force their
second win of the CG Unit-
ed Super50 Cup campaign,
as they bettered Guyana
Harpy Eagles by 114 runs
at the Brian Lara Cricket
Academy on Saturday.

The 31-year-old left-
hand batsman stamped his
authority on the Harpy Ea-
gles bowlers with a solid
unbeaten 48-ball 71, which
included seven fours and
two sixes.

And almost like rub-
bing salt in the opponent’s
wounds, Cariah returned to
grab five wickets for a mere
34 runs in five overs to dis-
miss the Harpy Eagles for
176 in 34 overs in reply to
Red Force’s 290 for eight
off their 50 overs.

Captain Darren Bravo
continued his good form
with another half-century
knock of 51 off 60 balls,
while Kjorn Ottley, stroked
52 of 57 deliveries in the
Red Force’s daunting total.

Sent in to bat, Red
Force relished the condi-
tions. Though they lost
Evin Lewis (16) in the
fifth over with the score at
27-1, wicketkeeper/bats-
man Joshua Da Silva (27)
and Ottley, who had six
boundaries and one six in
his knock, added 64 for the
second wicket.

Ottley was the first to
go, caught by Gudakesh

Yannic Cariah holds the match ball after leading Trinidad and Tobago Red Force to victory
against the Guyana Harpy Eagles in their CG United Super50 Cup one-day match at the Brian
Lara Cricket Academy in Trinidad on Saturday, October 21, 2023. (CWI Media)

Motie off Veerasammy
Permaul and Da Silva fol-
lowed soon after, leaving
Bravo and Jason Moham-
med (26) to post another 58
runs for the fourth wicket.

Bravo, who had six
fours in his innings, went
caught off Sherfane Ruth-
erford and Mohammed
stuck with Cariah in a 45-
run fifth-wicket stand be-
fore Mohammed was un-
done by Motie.

Still, Cariah remained
aggressive and with small

contributions from those in
the lower order, saw Red
Force to their match-win-
ning total.

Romario Shepherd with
two for 43 and Sherfane
Rutherford with two for 55,
were the pick of the Harpy
Eagles bowling.

Guyana’s response
started positively, but was
never allowed to bear fruit,
as Jayden Seales, Akeal
Hosein, Sunil Narine and
Terrance Hinds combined
to remove Tagenarine

Chanderpaul (19), Chan-
drapaul Hemraj (21), Tevin
Imlach (26) and Shimron
Hetmyer (24), with an even
100 runs on the board in
the 17th over.

From there, it was left
for Cariah, bowling his
leg spin, to mop up the re-
maining batsmen of which
only Rutherford (30) and
Kevin Sinclair (20) offered
any real resistance to the
onslaught. Narine had the
next best Red Force bowl-
ing figures of two for 18.
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Treasury claim second win
in business volleyball league

Treasury recorded their
second win in as many
games in the Antigua and
Barbuda Amateur Volley-
ball Association’s (ABAVA)
Business League compe-
tition in the latest round of
matches.

After beating MEDSO
Fusion 2-1 in their opening
encounter, Treasury made it
two wins by pulling off an-
other 2-1 win over 77 Bus
at the indoor volleyball fa-
cility at the YMCA Sports
Complex.

Treasury lost the open-
ing set 21-25 but hit back to
win the other two sets and
the match, 25-20 and 16-14.

Nate’s Photography
claimed their first win of the
competition by securing a
25-8, 25-18 victory against

cont’d from pg 28

Bishop led the Academy bowlers with
four wickets for 27 runs from his 10 overs,
while Nedd had two wickets for 43 runs
from his 10 overs, and Matthew Forde
snared two wickets for 45 runs from 5.5
overs.

The West Indies Academy’s chase
started positively, with Kimani Melius
(37) and Matthew Nandu (29), posting a
64-run opening stand, but when both fell,

things quickly took turn in favour of the
Hurricanes.

The West Indies Academy lost wick-
ets at regular intervals, with Teddy Bish-
op (27), Nyeem Young (25) and Ackeem
Aguste (21), the only other batsmen to of-
fer any resistance to Walsh Jr.’s leg spin.

Another slow bowler, Daniel Doram,
who picked up seven wickets against the
Scorpions with his left-arm spin, took
three wickets for 33 runs on this occasion.

MEDSO Fusion.

Last year’s second-place
finishers, the Eastern Carib-
bean Amalgamated Bank
(ECAB), also made it two
wins in as many games
by snatching a 2-1 victory
against last year’s third-
place finishers, the ICONS.

ECAB prevailed 25-
23, 22-25, and 15-12 in the
keenly contested affair.

The Sandals recorded
their second win in as many
games by snatching a 2-1
victory against newcomer
Royalton. In the battle of
the hoteliers, it was Sandals
who prevailed 23-25, 25-12,
and 15-8.
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Hayden Walsh Jr. holds the match ball
after leading the Leeward Islands Hurri-
canes to victory against the West Indies
Academy in their CG United Super50 Cup Kieran Powell and Keacy Carty, right, played supporting roles in the Leeward Islands
one-day match at the Queen’s Park Oval Hurricanes’ batting recovery against the West Indies Academy in their CG United Su-
in Trinidad on Saturday, October 21, 2023. per50 Cup one-day match at the Queen’s Park Oval in Trinidad on Saturday, October
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(CWI Media)

21, 2023.

Walsh Jr. leads LIH to

second win in Super350

A polished all-round performance
by Antiguan all-rounder Hayden
Walsh Jr. propelled the Leeward
Islands Hurricanes (LIH) to a sec-
ond-consecutive victory in this year’s
CG United Super50 Cup as they de-
feated West Indies Academy by 66
runs at Queen’s Park Oval on Satur-
day.

Walsh Jr., who first hammered
three fours and three sixes in an un-
beaten 60 off 55 balls to guide the
Hurricanes to a competitive 239 all
out in 48.5 overs, returned to snare
five wickets for 48 runs in nine overs,
which restricted West Indies Acade-
my to a paltry 173 all out in 40 overs

and, in the process, handed them their
first defeat of the tournament.

Asked to take first strike, the Hur-
ricanes, unlike the brisk start in their
opening eight-wicket win over reign-
ing champions the Jamaica Scorpi-
ons, were slow into stride as they lost
Kofi James for three with six runs on
the board.

However, first-match hero, Kier-
an Powell (33), and Keacy Carty (37),
balanced things out before Powell’s
36-ball knock, which included five
boundaries, was brought to an end by
Ashmead Nedd.

Carty pushed on in his 55-ball in-
nings, which had four boundaries, but

when Joshua Bishop accounted for
his and Karima Gore’s (nine) scalps,
the Hurricanes were left reeling at
101 for four in the 21st over.

Jahmar Hamilton (27) and Rah-
keem Cornwall (14) had good starts
but couldn’t click on, as they too suc-
cumbed to Bishop’s spin, with the
score at 157 for six.

But Justin Greaves, who had a sol-
itary boundary in a patient 34 off 59
balls, stood with Walsh Jr. to add 66
valuable runs for the seventh wicket,
especially as the remaining batsmen,
including captain Alzarri Joseph, fell
cheaply.
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