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The new Australian High Commissioner to Antigua and Barbuda, Sonya Koppe, paid separate courtesy calls on Prime Minister
Gaston Browne and Foreign Affairs Minister, E.P. Chet Greene, on Thursday. Story on page 5.
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WIOC reports profit,
growth and a bright future

The West Indies Oil
Company convened its first
Annual General Meeting on
Thursday since going public
just over two years ago with
the Chief Executive Officer,
Gregory Georges assuring
shareholders that they made
a good choice to invest in
the company.

Scores of shareholders
attended the AGM in per-
son at the John E St. Luce
Business Centre on Factory
Road or online by virtual
connections. The company
went public in March 2021
and more than nine hundred
and fifty individuals and in-
stitutions took the opportu-
nity to purchase shares.

Reporting on the finan-
cial year that ended on De-
cember 31, 2022, Georges
used graphs to show that
the company’s profits have
been growing since the

il
government’s take-over in
2015. He noted that growth
has remained constant ex-
cept for the COVID-19 pan-
demic years. Between 2021
and 2022, profits increased
by over one million dollars.
He revealed that the
company made a strategic
decision to diversify its op-
erations several years ago
and to turn to storage as a
source of revenue. He added
that this decision proved to
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be a sound one as during the
pandemic when revenues in
other sectors fell, it was the
revenues from the storage
that helped keep the compa-
ny afloat.

“We did not have to lay
off a single worker. We did
not have to cut anyone’s
salary. That was because
of the decision to diversify.
We have a high retention
rate as practically all of our
workers we had during the

pandemic remained with us,
even today,” he disclosed.

Looking ahead, Georg-
es said the company will
continue to invest in addi-
tional storage capacity and
that it plans to manage the
transition from fossil fuel
to renewables. Contrary to
what some may think, the
CEO assured the sharehold-
ers that renewables are no
threat to the existence of
WIOC.

“In fact, we are looking
to set up a solar farm to pro-
duce electricity for APUA
and we are working along
with the Environment Divi-
sion on a number of initia-
tives that will secure growth
into the future. I assure you,
the transition to renewables
is no existential threat to
WIOC, if anything, it opens
up a world of possibilities,”
he declared.

He said the company
will continue to invest in its
staff and invest in safety as
these are critical areas to the
success of the organization.
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Barbudans advised not to
in unlawful acts

engage

A stern warning has come from
the Minister of National Security and
Attorney General, Steadroy Benjamin,
asking the people of Barbuda not to al-
low themselves to be drawn in to com-
mit illegal acts.

The Security Minister was re-
sponding to reports from Codrington
which alleged that members of the
Barbuda Council had been telling the
people on the sister island to occu-
py any lands they desire and to fence
these lands as their own. Under the cir-
cumstances, the Council is reported to
have indicated that it will issue certifi-
cates to these individuals.

However, the Attorney General
stated that such acts would be illegal
and that the members of the Council
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Live in a better

“

Minister of National Security and Attorney
General, Steadroy Benjamin
who may have been encouraging the
people of Barbuda to commit such acts
are encouraging Barbudans to break
the law.

“The members of the council are
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fully aware that the Privy Council
gave a ruling that all lands in Barbu-
da belong to the crown and that the
council has no right to be asking peo-
ple to occupy lands. This is wrong, it
is malicious and misleading and we as
a government will not shirk from our
responsibilities to uphold the law,” he
warned.

He reported that an investigation is
currently underway to determine what
was said by the council member in
question and based on the findings of
the investigation, the government will
take appropriate action.

According to the Attorney Gener-
al, there will be no countenance of any
acts to incite lawlessness or any distur-
bance of the public peace.

&1 wwnwisiclfinancial.com
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SATURDAY SEPT 3OTH

Move off: 4:00 p.m.
From: The People’s Place
To: The Old McKay Joint in Urlings
by Pipe road

Public Meeting with :
Hon PM Gaston Browne
Hon Chet Greene
Hon Steadroy Benjamin
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Swinging back to RED with
Senator Dwayne George!

GEORGE WINS; YOU WIN
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Australia offers support for the
by SIDS

MVI being promoted

The new Australian High Commis-
sioner to Antigua and Barbuda, Sonya
Koppe, paid separate courtesy calls on
Prime Minister Gaston Browne and
Foreign Affairs Minister, E.P. Chet
Greene, on Thursday.

During a brief discussion on the
new Multi-Dimensional Vulnerabil-
ity Index, the new method to gauge
a country’s economic vulnerability
regardless of what its Gross Nation-
al Income may indicate, the High

Commissioner said her country has
concerns about what is happening in
many Small Island Developing States
(SIDS), particularly those in the Pacif-
ic.

“One of the things we are con-
cerned about, is the lack of good pay-
ing jobs in the SIDS particularly in the
Pacific and we are wondering if that is
the same here in the Caribbean?’ she
queried.

High Commissioner Koppe said

Australia would like to see the MVI
adopted by the end of the year with
mechanisms for it to change, as con-
ditions change. “We see it as an in-
strument that can be fluid and can be
changed over time. We don’t want it
set in concrete because if it is set in

cont’d on pg 6

Career Opportunity - Technician (West Indies)

SAV Digital Environments designs reliable and intelligent solutions to simplify the user experience, bringing connectivity and efficiency to any environment. Our
mission is the relentless pursuit of enriching our clients’ lives through technology, innovation and an unyielding commitment to 24/7 reliable client service. Our
core values are Guts, Grit & Growth! The Technician (West Indies) installs residential or commercial automation systems, including AV, home theater, climate control,
lighting, motorized shades/blinds, security, environmental control, network and voice Al at our remote, international project sites. Junior Technicians, in conjunction

with Senior Techs and Project Managers, ensure that products are correctly installed, and best practices are followed.

Essential Job Functions

+ Work with colleagues, contractors and clients to ensure procedures are followed, correct materials are available, project timelines are adhered
to, and clients are satisfied.
Successfully execute AV installs including preparing the project space, running and terminating cabling, setting-up local area networks, and
installing devices, hanging TVs, installing speakers, hanging shades, etc.
Follow safety practices and procedures, including job site maintenance and cleanliness procedures.
Material management once issued by the Project Manager to the project.
Accurately document work and report back to managers.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities
Ability to Read and interpret construction documentation.
Maintain a standard of appearance and behavior that reflects SAV’s high-level of professionalism.

Education and Experience Preferred
High School Diploma or GED required.
+ Training, education or hands-on experience in the construction, electrical or AV industries.

ENVIRONMENTS
SAVINC.NET
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Experience interpreting and coordinating construction documents and plan sets.

Knowledge of structural basics, including drilling studs, beams, etc., and basic installation techniques, including
opening sizes and device/component placement.

Familiarity with basic wire dress, including final trim lengths, labeling, etc.

Familiarity with outside service provider drops including Telco, DSS, ISP, etc.

Understanding of low-voltage and signal-flow and wired and wireless networks.

The ideal candidate should be in possession of a valid US Visa to allow for entry into the United States for training and attendance
at company events as required. Suitable candidates are encouraged to submit their resume along with a cover letter to hr@savinc.net.
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concrete it will not do what it is sup-
posed to do. We see it as a dynamic
instrument.”

PM Browne agreed with the High
Commissioner’s comments noting that
the MVI, when adopted, will address
her concerns.

The PM welcomed and hoped that

she would utilize her office to deepen
and strengthen the existing relations
between our two countries. “It’s a
living document and future iterations
will address those situations. One of
the outcomes we planned for the SIDS
conference in Antigua and Barbuda
next year, is the development of a Cen-
tre of Excellence that will focus on the
collection of data, reliable data. We are
thinking of establishing data hubs and
these will help build capacity and deal
with the issue of high-paying jobs for
our people,” he declared.

PM Browne noted that several ar-
eas of cooperation can be further ex-
plored bilaterally, particularly in in-
vestment and trade, and further noted
that Australia has also been an integral
partner with CARICOM, exhibiting
their commitment to collaborate on
various issues, such as those related to
climate change.

During her courtesy call on For-
eign Affairs Minister Greene, both en-
gaged in a brief discussion on cricket

during which Minister Greene noted
that “sports is a pivotal area that ce-
ments people-to-people exchanges be-
tween our countries.”

He also thanked the Australian
government for its role in the ongoing
MVI initiative.

Sir George Walter Highway
St. John’s
Antigua

Email: nswma@solidwaste.gov.ag

National Solid Waste Management Authority

Tel. No.: (268) 562-2021/562-1348, Hotline: 562-1347, Litter Control Hotline: 727-2467

HOTICE

District "A"
Grays Fammi
&t John's
Antigua

The Management

Lowscer 51 Johing Strewt
5t Johe's

Press Release
For Immediate Release
September 28, 2023

Relocation of N.S.W.M.A Headquarters

Antigua

TO:  The Licensing Magistrate

Pointe FM 59.1 Radio Station

Wednesday 27%, September 2023

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A BOTTLE UCENCE FOR BUSINESS REGISTERED AS

LOS MELLOS BAR TERRAZA

The National Solid Waste Management Authority (NSWMA) wishes to advise the General Public that the
Headquarters located on Sir George Walter Highway will be relocating. Our last business day at the Headquarters
will be Friday September 29", 2023.

The new Headquarters will be in the Sealy Building on Sir George Walter Highway.

To facilitate this move, our Headquarters will be closed for business from Monday October pas Thursday
October 5™, 2023 and will reopen to the public on Friday October 6", 2023 from 8:00am-3:00pm

For further information please feel free to contact the National Solid Waste Management Authority (NSWMA)
hotline at (268) 562-1347.

For updates please follow our social media pages:

Facebook: The National Solid Waste Management Authority

Instagram: nationalsolidwastemanagement

“Working In Partnership For A Cleaner Antigua And Barbuda”

Juan Valentin Domanguez De Los Santos

I Juan Valentin Dominguez De LOS Santos, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE, that it is my intention to
apply at the next sitting of the Liquor Licence Court to be held at the|St. John Magistrate Court
lecated at Grays Farm, Antigua on the 57 day of October 2023 ensung for a tavern license in
respect of the premises known as “LOS MELLOS BAR TERRAZA” located at Bennett Street Villa,
Inthe parish of 5t John's, Antigua in the vicinity of pursuant to Section 11 (5] of the Licensing

[Intoxicating Liquer) Act Cap 249 of the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda, Revised Edition 1952,

For any further information | can be contacted at 723-7054

Quan V.. Levingez.




FRIDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2023

POt EXPRESS

Local News

PAGE 7

Antigua and Barbuda represented
at the Global Experts meeting

The 10th Session Multi-year Expert
Meeting on Investment, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship for Productive Capac-
ity-building and Sustainable Develop-
ment, was convened on 27-28 Septem-
ber 2023 in Geneva, Switzerland.

The meeting was held under the aus-
pices of the United Nations Committee
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
and Antigua and Barbuda’s Director for
International Trade, Joy-Marie King,
who was among the participants at the
meeting.

King reported that the gathering of
experts critically assessed the recent
developments, challenges, and opportu-
nities in sustainable economic diversifi-
cation. Specifically, the areas addressed
were:

Developing countries diversifying
their economies towards sectors with
lower carbon emissions; and

The policies, instruments, and insti-
tutional reforms needed at the national

Antigua and Barbuda’s Director for Interna-
tional Trade, Joy-Marie King

and international levels to promote more
sustainable diversification and innova-
tion.

King who also oversees the coun-
try’s move to implement the SDGs and
also serves as the UNCTAD Focal Point
within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
provided further insights into the discus-
sion held over the past two days. Ac-
cording to King, “a major takeaway is

the fact that the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals will
provide small states like ours with the
opportunities of achieving sustainable
economic diversification and innova-
tion.”

For Example, she noted, “SDG 9-In-
dustry, Innovation and Infrastructure
purports building resilient infrastructure,
promoting inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and supporting inno-
vation. It is a proven fact that industri-
alization positively correlates with SDG
progress, and the industry has the tre-
mendous potential of bridging the digital
divide plaguing small states because of
its high innovation content.”

King is of the view that the time
has come for the designing of a national
industrial policy that is SDG-oriented;
supports public-private coordination; is
future-ready/propelled by digitalization;
context-based and addresses regional
priorities, challenges, and opportunities.

New arrivalsin October

Enter your best era yet
with the Suzuki Baleno
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Several schools to participate in
African Culture and Heritage Expo

The Antigua Barbuda
Reparations Support Com-
mission (ABRSC) will host
the African Culture and Her-
itage Exposition on Friday
in various schools across
Antigua. This second annu-
al exposition is a vital com-
ponent of the Commission’s
Africa-CARICOM Day cel-
ebration activities, which
commenced on September
7th.

According to Ambas-
sador Dorbrene O’Marde,
Chairman of the ABRSC,
“This initiative encourages

£l LIFE & MEDICAL

ANTIOU A
L. (268) 481-T800/04 ‘. (268) T27-T422 & info@siclfinancial.com &

our schools to develop activ-
ities focused on African cul-
ture and heritage, providing
our children and young peo-
ple with meaningful knowl-
edge about the African con-
tinent. The program, initially
piloted in Jamaica, is part of
a regional effort to dispel
misconceptions and misin-
formation that many of our
people hold about Africa.”
During the exposition,
participating schools will
stage ceremonies dedicated
to celebrating selected coun-
tries such as Ghana, Kenya,

STATE IMsLRA~NCH
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South Africa, or Ethiopia.
The emphasis will be on as-
pects such as location, capi-

# STUDENT SAFETY
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www.siclfinancial.com
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tal, population, national and
official language(s), political
leadership, cuisine, music,
cultural expressions, nation-
al flag, motto, and anthem.

The exposition follows
a series of activities held
throughout September to
celebrate the regional day of
recognition. On September
7th, the Commission hosted
a compelling panel discus-
sion titled “YOUTH AND
REPARATIONS,” featuring
renowned poet and repara-
tions advocate Cyndi Celeste
from Barbados, alongside
Kamalie Mannix, President
of the National Youth Parlia-
ment Association and His-
tory Teacher, CARICOM
Youth Ambassador Esquire
Henry, and moderated by
Regis Burton.

Following the panel dis-
cussion, the ABRSC hosted
an engaging evening of Cre-
ative Activism, where a col-
lective of poets, artists, and
musicians illuminated the
power of creative arts as a
tool for positive change.

cont’don pg 9
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Mothers discuss
breastfeeding at seminar

Several mothers along
with their infants and part-
ners were part of a one-day
seminar hosted by the Min-
istry of Health with support
from UNICEF.

“The session saw close
to thirty mothers, their in-
fants, and supportive fa-

share their experiences and
challenges, related to their
breastfeeding experience.

“The discussion focused
on whether the experience
of breastfeeding was suc-
cessful and what can be
done to improve it,” a state-
ment from the Minister of
Health revealed.

It said another part of
the discussion focused on
whether mothers exclusive-
ly breastfed their infants and
the reasoning behind their
decision.

The ministry release said
it also addressed the intro-
duction of other feeds such
as formula and the benefits

thers coming together to

cont’d from pg 8

As part of the annual Africa-CAR-
ICOM Day celebrations, the ABRSC also
presented the debut of “Creative Voices,”
an evening dedicated to poetry, spoken
word, songs, and jazz music, featuring cel-
ebrated artists performing for a captivated
audience.

The inaugural Africa/CARICOM Sum-

mit held on September 7th, 2021, result-
ed in a historic decision to institutionalize
collaboration between Africa, CARICOM,
and the diaspora. This was accomplished
through the establishment of Africa-CAR-
ICOM Day on September 7th each year,
the creation of a dedicated Secretariat/
Structure, and the organization of annual
Africa-CARICOM Summits.

derived from breastfeeding
their infants and by exten-
sion, the family.

“The session also fo-
cused on myths the parents
have heard about breast-
feeding e.g. that it pulls
down your breast: is less at-
tractive to their partner etc.
and from whom?

“Another important fo-
cus area for the group was if
the workplace and daycare
centers supported breast-
feeding,” it noted.

The session concluded
with views on how the Min-
istry can increase the level
of support offered to breast-
feeding mothers.
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Guyana-Venezuela: the
path to peaceful resolution

By Sir Ronald Sanders

Recent intimidatory and aggres-
sive statements issued from Venezuela
in the name of President Nicolas Mad-
uro, the Government of Venezuela and
the National Assembly concerning
Guyana, have raised alarms in the re-
gional, hemispheric and international
community.

The Commonwealth, the Organi-
zation of American States, and CAR-
ICOM have objected to Venezuela’s
behaviour toward Guyana, particular-
ly as the Venezuelan President Nicolds
Maduro alleges, without any substan-
tiation, that the Guyana Government is
allowing the United States of America
(US) to construct a military base on its
territory ‘“‘against Bolivar’s Venezue-
la”.

In a UN statement, the Guyana
Government rejected Venezuela’s al-
legation, stating that “this all derives
from Venezuela’s grotesque claim to
two-thirds of Guyana”.

Historical Context

The background to these events is
thatin 1899, Venezuela agreed to an in-
ternational arbitration that established
the boundaries between Guyana and
Venezuela as a ‘full, final, and perfect’
settlement. However, in 1962, just as
Guyana was on the brink of gaining
independence, Venezuela reversed its
longstanding acceptance of the 1899
settlement. Without providing any ev-
idence, the government claimed that
the settlement was nothing more than
a covert political agreement that in-
fringed on its rights.

Based on this unfounded allega-
tion, Venezuela has staked a claim to
two-thirds of Guyana, specifically the
Essequibo region. This claim, togeth-
er with intermittent acts of belliger-
ence by Venezuela including its naval

forces, have cast a shadow over Guy-
ana’s economic development for all
57 years of its independence, deterring
investors and causing instability in the
country.

In February 1966, three months
before Guyana’s independence from
Britain, representatives from Venezu-
ela, Britain, and Guyana convened in
Geneva. There, they signed an agree-
ment endorsed by the governments
and parliaments of all three nations,
aiming to resolve ‘the controversy’.
This agreement outlined several steps
towards resolution, including a provi-
sion for the UN Secretary-General to
select a means of resolution as spec-
ified in Article 33 of the UN Charter.
This process is articulated in Article
IV of the 1966 Geneva Agreement
which Venezuela fully endorsed.

Therefore, after the failure of
initial resolution steps, UN Secre-
tary-General Anténio Guterres decid-
ed on 30 January 2018 that the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ) would
be the avenue for resolution.

The path of peaceful resolution

Accordingly, in March 2018, Guy-
ana applied to the ICJ for judicial ad-
judication.

In response, Venezuela refused
to recognize the ICJ’s jurisdiction,
abide by its decisions, or participate
in its proceedings. This response was
a direct infringement of Article 93 of
the UN Charter, which clearly states:
“All Members of the United Nations
are ipso facto parties to the Statute of
the International Court of Justice”.

However, the ICJ adjudged that
it had jurisdiction to hear the case.
Venezuela appeared twice before the
Court to object. On both occasions, the
Court rejected the Venezuelan objec-
tions. Therefore, the case has contin-

|
Sir Ronald Sanders
ued much to the disquiet of Venezuela
which has clearly always been fearful
of the Court’s decision.

The hostile path

In 2020, Guyana started produc-
ing and selling oil and gas offshore,
boosting its economy. The IMF de-
clared Guyana to be the fastest grow-
ing economy in the world with GDP
growth of 62.3% in 2022 and 59% in
the first half of 2023.

In the wake of these spectacular
riches, an immediate response was
sparked from the Venezuela govern-
ment when, on 13 September 2023, the
Guyana President, Irfaan Ali, updated
the public on bids for 14 new offshore
oil blocks, which had been opened for
exploration and development. Ali said
that immediate bids on 8 of them had
been received from oil giants such as
ExxonMobil, Hess Corporation, Chi-
na National Offshore Oil Corporation
and Total.

On 19 September 2023, the Ven-
ezuela government described the bid-
ding process as “illegal” and issued
a “warning” to all the participating
companies that it would “apply all
necessary measures to prevent the il-
legitimate exploitation of the natural
resources that belong to our nation”.

This was followed by the unsub-
stantiated allegation on 23 September
cont’d on pg 11
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2023 at the UN General Assembly
that the US is seeking “to establish a
military base in the contested territory,
with the aim of creating a spearhead in
its aggression against Venezuela and
consolidating the plunder of our ener-
gy resources”.

Attempt to divide CARICOM

In an open message, posted on
his X page, Maduro proposed that
Guyana should abandon the process
at the ICJ for “a meeting promoted
by CARICOM to retake the Geneva
Agreement of 1966”. It is a misleading
proposition because it is clear, from
even a cursory reading of the Geneva
Agreement, that Guyana has followed
its terms to the letter.

President Maduro had previous-
ly sought, unsuccessfully, to divert
CARICOM from supporting the ICJ
process. He has not succeeded in this
further attempt. Although many CAR-
ICOM governments are friendly with
the Maduro Government and have
urged the US to drop sanctions against

it, on 22 September 2023, CARICOM
publicly supported Guyana’s sover-
eignty and right to develop its resourc-
es.

Promoting Nationalist Venezuela
sentiment

On 21 September 2023, Venezu-
ela’s National Assembly, decided to
arouse nationalist sentiment at the urg-
ing of the government. It decided to
hold a referendum on the claim to Es-
sequibo “so that the people strengthen
the defence” and “the inalienable rights
of Venezuela”. It is a referendum hard-
ly worth holding since, in furtherance
of their unsubstantiated claim, for 61
years successive Venezuelan govern-
ments have indoctrinated their people
from primary school in the belief that
Essequibo belongs to Venezuela.

When the Venezuelan political par-
ties met in Mexico in August 2021 in
one of the failed attempts to find a way
out of the many political, economic
and humanitarian challenges that the
country faces, the only thing on which
they could agree was the claim for the

Essequibo.

International Involvement and Re-
sponse

In the wake of all this, the inter-
national community has made its posi-
tion clear: it favours ICJ adjudication
as the appropriate and peaceful means
to settle the controversy, adhering to
the Charter of the UN and internation-
al law.

This resolution path not only
serves justice but also underpins the
stability and development prospects of
both Guyana and Venezuela, fostering
an environment where mutual respect
and cooperation can flourish.

(The writer is Antigua and Bar-
buda’s Ambassador to the United
States and the Organization of Amer-
ican States. He is also a Senior Fel-
low at the Institute of Commonwealth
Studies at the University of London
and Massey College in the University
of Toronto. The views expressed are
entirely his own. Responses and pre-
vious commentaries: www.sirronald-
sanders.com)
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Actor who played Prof. Dumbledore
in 6 ‘Harry Potter’ movies, dies

Veteran actor Michael
Gambon, who was known
to many for his portrayal of
Hogwarts headmaster Albus
Dumbledore in six of the
eight “Harry Potter” films,
has died, his publicist said
Thursday. He was 82.

A statement by his fam-
ily, issued by his publicist,
said he died following “a
bout of pneumonia.”

“We are devastated to
announce the loss of Sir
Michael Gambon. Beloved
husband and father, Michael
died peacefully in hospital
with his wife Anne and son
Fergus at his bedside,” his
family said.

No matter what role he
took on in a career that last-
ed more than five decades,
Gambon was always in-
stantly recognisable by the
deep and drawling tones of
his voice. He was cast as the
much-loved  Dumbledore
after the death of his pre-
decessor, Richard Harris, in
2002.

He once acknowledged
not having read any of J.
K. Rowling’s best-selling
books, arguing that it was
safer to follow the script
rather than be too influenced
by the books.

That didn’t prevent him
from embodying the spirit
of Professor Dumbledore,
the powerful wizard who
fought against evil to pro-
tect his students.

Although the Potter role
raised Gambon’s interna-
tional profile and introduced

— =

British actor Michael Gambon arrives in Trafalgar Square, in
central London, for the world premiere of “Harry Potter and The

Deathly Hallows: Part 2,”

the last film in the series, on July 7,

2011. Gambon, who was known to many for his portrayal of
Hogwarts headmaster Albus Dumbledore in six of eight “Harry
Potter” films, died. He was 82. A statement by his family, issued
by his publicist on Thursday, September 28, 2023, said he died
following “a bout of pneumonia.” (AP Photo/Joel Ryan, File)

him to a new generation
of fans, he had long been
recognised as one of Brit-
ain’s leading actors. His
work spanned TV, theatre
and radio, and he starred in
dozens of films from “Gos-
ford Park” to “The King’s
Speech” and the animated
family movie “Paddington.”

Gambon was knight-
ed for services to drama in
1998.

Born in Ireland on Octo-
ber 19, 1940, Gambon was
raised in London and origi-
nally trained as an engineer,
following in the footsteps of
his father. He made his the-
atre debut in a production of
“Othello” in Dublin.

In 1963 he got his first
big break with a minor role

in “Hamlet,” the National
Theatre Company’s open-
ing production, under the
directorship of the legend-
ary Laurence Olivier.

Gambon soon became
a distinguished stage actor
and received critical ac-
claim for his leading perfor-
mance in “Life of Galileo”
directed by John Dexter.
He was frequently nominat-
ed for awards and won the
Laurence Olivier award 3
times and the Critics’ Circle
Theatre Awards twice.

A multi-talented actor,
Gambon was also the recip-
ient of four coveted British
Academy of Film and Tele-
vision Arts awards for his
television work.

He became a household

name in Britain after his
lead role in the 1986 BBC
series “The Singing Detec-
tive,” written by Dennis Pot-
ter and considered a classic
of British television drama.
Gambon won the BAFTA
for Best Actor for the role.

Gambon was versatile
as an actor but once told the
BBC of his preference for
playing “villainous charac-
ters.” He played gangster
Eddie Temple in the British
crime thriller “Layer Cake”
— areview of the film by the
New York Times referred to
Gambon as “reliably excel-
lent” — and a Satanic crime
boss in Peter Greenaway’s
“The Cook, The Thief, His
Wife and Her Lover.”

He also had a part as
King George V in the 2010
drama film “The King’s
Speech.” In 2015 he re-
turned to the works of J.K.
Rowling, taking a leading
role in the TV adaptation of
her book “The Casual Va-
cancy.”

Gambon retired from
the stage in 2015 after strug-
gling to remember his lines
in front of an audience due
to his advancing age. He
once told the Sunday Times
Magazine: “It’s a horrible
thing to admit, but I can’t do
it. It breaks my heart.”

The actor was always
protective when it came to
his private life. He married
Anne Miller and they had
one son, Fergus. He later
had two sons with set de-
signer Philippa Hart.
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Dominica government announces
gun and ammunition amnesty

CMC - The Dominica
government Thursday an-
nounced a month long gun
and the illegal possession
of ammunition amnes-
ty ahead of going to par-
liament and significantly
amending the legislation
allowing for stiffer penal-
ties for gun related crimes.

National Security Min-
ister Rayburn Blackmoore
told a news conference that
the amnesty would begin
next month and the pro-
posed legislative chang-
es would also allow for
persons to be denied bail
while awaiting trial on gun
charges.

“A gun and ammuni-
tion amnesty will com-
mence on the first of Oc-
tober, 2023 and end on the
31st of October, 2023.” he
said, recalling that such an
amnesty .had been offered
in 2007.

He said based on the
current situation he felt the
need to propose that an-
other gun and ammunition
amnesty “be offered to the
nation for a short period.

“Let me just say that
a gun and amnesty pro-
gramme is a period for
non-prosecution that al-
lows people to surrender
their illegal firearms or un-
registered firearms without
fear of legal jeopardy or
being charged or prosecut-
ed.

“This amnesty there-

fore is directed to distinct
set of people. Firstly, those
who know that they are in
possession of illegal fire-
arms or ammunition and
secondly, those who are
perhaps innocent custodian
of a weapon, component or
ammunition and possibly
even unsure as to its legal
status but are too frighten
to do anything about it.

The National Security
Minister, flanked by Po-
lice Commissioner, Dan-
iel Carbon, said the illegal
firearms and ammunition
could be surrendered at
any police station.

He said following the
amnesty period, the Roo-
sevelt Skerrit administra-
tion would go to Parlia-
ment to amend the existing
legislation.

“Once this (amnes-
ty) period has expired the
government will go to Par-

liament and it will signifi-
cantly strengthen out gun
and bail act.

“Close every loophole
(and) thereafter if you are
found with an illegal fire-
arm or ammunition you
will go to jail for a mini-
mum of five years.

“If you use an illegal
firearm thereafter to hurt
somebody...or God forbid
kill somebody, you will
wait in jail until the trial
date of the case,” Black-
moore said.

He said when the gov-
ernment had repealed the
Firearms Act in 2011 the
intention of the Parliament
was clear.

“Penalties must signifi-
cantly increase,” he said.

Earlier this month,
Prime Minister Skerrit
urged Illegal firearm hold-
ers to turn in their firearms
to the police after the is-

land recorded 12 murders
so far this year..

“The police are taking
a zero tolerance to these
things and I want to urge
people who have illegal
firearms to make a way in
getting it to the police. The
police can facilitate you in
getting it to them.”

Skerrit said the police
have been working with
some groups to get the ille-
gal firearms off the streets.

“I have said to many
people that when you have
a firearm you always run
the risk of using it and
when you sell it you will
be selling it to someone
who will come back and
kill you, or kill your moth-
er, or kill your brother,”
Skerrit said, adding “and
so, the possession and the
trading of firearms is not
for a country like Domini-
ca. It is too small for this.”
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Suriname is hoping to reach
settiement with China over debt

CMC - Suriname is o .

hoping to reach a settle-
ment with China over its
outstanding debt to the
Asian country even as the
Dutch-speaking Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
state looks to Beijing for
financing of projects in the
future.

“Based on our strate-
gic cooperative partnership
and long-standing bond
of friendship, our govern-
ment is confident that our
countries will soon reach
a mutually agreed debt re-
structuring agreement,”’
President ~ Chandrikaper-
sad Santokhi told a cere-
mony on Wednesday night,
marking 74th anniversary of
the founding of the People’s
Republic of China.

Last week, Santokhi
said in New York that For-
eign Affairs Minister Albert
Ramdin would travel to
China in November to seek
to find a solution to the debt
situation.

The International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) said Par-
amaribo a year ago made
an offer to re-negotiate the
US$545 million it owes
China.

Santokhi, speaking at
the Chinese Embassy, said
that Suriname aims to es-
tablish cooperation in other
areas as quickly as possi-
ble with Chinese financing
based on the national devel-
opment plan 2022 — 2026.

Chargé d’ Affaires at the

Chinese Embassy, Jia Jinyi
said that China is willing to
continue to strongly support
Suriname, “and we look for-
ward to taking our coopera-
tion to the next level”.

He said that the Chinese
support is in the context of
several international large-
scale projects such as the
Belt and Road Initiative, a
global infrastructure devel-
opment strategy adopted by
the Chinese government in
2013 to invest in more than
150 countries and interna-
tional organisations.

The Chinese diplomat
said that China is convinced
that Suriname’s economic
future will improve giv-
en the recent “good news”
within the oil sector.

Santokhi said that his
administration will contin-
ue to strengthen the bilater-
al relationship with China
based on trust and mutual
respect, both at bilateral and

multilateral levels.

Jia said that political
exchanges between China
and Suriname have become
closer this year and that
“the leaders of both coun-
tries have exchanged letters,
further deepening strategic
mutual trust and political
guidance.”

Jia said economic and
trade exchanges have also
become more frequent, re-
ferring to the Suriname-Chi-
na Investment Coordination
Committee to facilitate Chi-
nese investments in Surina-
me.

The pilot project of di-
rect shipping between the
two countries has already
been deemed a success and
the sixth cargo ship will
soon leave the Chinese port
of Tianjin for Paramaribo.

“As the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy, the
largest manufacturing coun-
try, the largest commodity

trader and the holder of the
largest foreign exchange
reserves, China’s economy
remains resilient, with great
potential and vitality,” Jia
said, adding that the funda-
mentals of China’s positive
long-term economic out-
look remain unchanged.

The diplomat referred to
the World Economic Out-
look Report which indicates
that China’s contribution
to global economic growth
is expected to reach a third
this year.

“China is determined to
deepen reform and open-
ing-up and provide new
opportunities for the devel-
opment of the world with its
new achievements on Chi-
na’s path to modernization.”

In the field of educa-
tion, Jai said 10 scholar-
ships were provided in the
past year and more than 200
Surinamese officials partic-
ipated in training in China.
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Gaza-Israel tensions spiral
amid closures and clashes

In the dark after mid-
night, it was like rush hour in
the northern Gaza Strip.

Thousands of Palestinian
workers had heard that Isra-
el was to open its side of the
Erez crossing at dawn after 12
days of closure in response to
renewed violent protests by
the separation fence with Is-
rael in the east of the impov-
erished territory.

It was the news that Am-
jad Hassan, a builder who
is the sole breadwinner for
13 relatives had been pray-
ing for. “We work on a daily
wage, if we don’t work, we
don’t feed our families,” he
explained.

A father-of-five, Nabil
said the crossing closure had
been “the greatest disaster”
for him, as he accrued a large
debt to the middleman who
had arranged his Israeli per-
mit while he was unable to
work to pay it off. He had
feared losing his coveted per-
mit altogether.

Some 18,000 Gazans are
currently authorised to work
in Israel, giving them respite
from the dire economic sit-
uation at home. Dramatic
photographs showed many
waiting at the crossing point
overnight. Some slept in cor-
ridors, on the floor, even on a
baggage scanner in a recep-
tion hall belonging to Hamas,
the Islamist militant group
which governs Gaza.

After a period of relative
calm in Gaza, demonstrations
restarted along its boundary

A Palestinian worker waiting to cross into Israel sleeps inside a
scanning machine at the Erez crossing.

fence earlier this month, with
hundreds of young Palestin-
ians turning out most days to
confront Israeli soldiers. The
rallies have been approved,
even encouraged, by Hamas.
Protesters have burnt
tyres, thrown stones and ex-
plosive devices, and released
incendiary balloons and kites
into southern Israel, which
have set fire to farmland and
scared Israeli communities
living nearby. Some have
shot at soldiers, the Israeli
military says. It has respond-
ed with tear gas and live fire.
One Palestinian at the
fence was shot dead by Is-
raeli forces and on another
occasion, six were killed, ap-
parently by a malfunctioning
Palestinian explosive device.
At one point earlier this
week, the Israeli military re-
sponded to what it called the
“violent riots” using a drone,
helicopter, and tank to hit
several targets in Gaza, in-
cluding Hamas militant posts.
There were no reports of any
casualties.
Hamas says that young

Palestinians have organised
events in response to the
tough living conditions in
Gaza, which has been under a
tight Israeli-Egyptian block-
ade for the past 16 years,
since the group took over the
territory. It suggests they have
also been motivated by Israeli
actions in the occupied West
Bank and East Jerusalem.

Hamas spokesman
Hazem Qassem told the BBC
that it was “a unified picture
of a national struggle in all
arenas’.

For Omar Shaban, a po-
litical economist in Gaza, it is
no surprise to see young peo-
ple turning out by the perim-
eter fence.

“The situation in Gaza
is boiling,” he says. “People
who go to the border are frus-
trated by the lack of oppor-
tunity. Two thirds of Gazans
are aged under 30, who don’t
have jobs and they can’t trav-
el and so they express their
anger.”

However, for many Pal-
estinians the demonstrations
bring back painful memories

of the Hamas orchestrated
weekly mass protests be-
tween 2018 and 2019, known
as the “Great March of Re-
turn”.

Back then, Israeli snipers
killed more than 300 Pales-
tinians, according to the Gaza
health ministry. Thousands
more were injured - with hun-
dreds losing their limbs after
being shot. Israel’s military
said it opened fire at people
trying to infiltrate its territory.

On TikTok, powerful
videos have been put up by
Gazans who were maimed in
the earlier rallies and are now
urging young people not to
go to the new ones.

One amputee claims he
was deceived by the organ-
isers five years ago. “When-
ever they feel that people are
against them, they rush to
send them to the border to
vent their anger away from
them,” he says. “We have
nothing in this country. They
are the ones making money
and we are losing our limbs.”

With the renewal of the
protests, albeit on a small-
scale, there is a perception
that Hamas has been trying
to distract attention from its
own economic woes but also
to gain leverage in indirect
talks with Israel, being led by
Egypt, Qatar, and the UN.

A senior official, familiar
with the negotiations, told the
BBC that ahead of the Erez
crossing (also known as Beit
Hanoun) opening for Pales-

tinian workers, an agreement
cont’d on pg 17
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Gunman Kkills three in twin

Rotterdam sho

Dutch police have ar-
rested a gunman who killed
at least three people in twin
shootings in the city of Rot-
terdam.

They say the male at-
tacker, 32, opened fire in a
home before setting it alight,
then stormed the city’s Eras-
mus Medical Center on
Thursday.

He was a student at Eras-
mus University, which is af-
filiated with the hospital.

A woman, 39, and her
14-year old daughter were
killed in the first shooting. A
male lecturer, 43, was shot
dead at the hospital.

Footage has emerged
showing a man in camou-
flaged clothing being taken
from the hospital building in
handcuffs. The motives for
the attack were not immedi-
ately known.

A security guard who
says he was first on the
scene told the BBC it was a
“shocking” day.

“It was terrible, terri-
ble,” he said, visibly shaken
and not wanting to give his
name.

He said that the gunman
had not entered the medical
centre through the main en-

otm
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Emp/oyees were seen runn/ng ouz‘ of the Erasmus Medical Center

trance.

Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte wrote in a post on
social media: “My thoughts
go out to the victims of the
violence, their loved ones
and to all the people who
have been in great fear.”

At a news briefing after
Thursday’s shooting, Rotter-
dam police officers said the
gunman was known to them.
He was convicted of animal
cruelty two years ago.

The suspect has been
named Fouad L., Dutch me-
dia are reporting.

The police said there
were no indications of a sec-

ond gunman.

As the shooting started at
the medical centre, employ-
ees were seen running out of
the building with patients,
some of them on stretchers.

Signs were seen taped to
two hospital windows read-
ing: “Room 32. We can’t get
out!”

Barak, a 27-year-old
student from Israel, told the
BBC he was in a job inter-
view when the shooting be-
gan. When he came out, it
was scary with so many si-
rens and messages.

“We can’t believe it was
a student like us,” he added.

gs - Dutch pollce

jt

Another student told
RTL Nieuws website: “First
there was a shooting on the
fourth floor. Four or five
shots were fired. Then a Mo-
lotov cocktail was thrown
into the education centre.”

Elite police units - in-
cluding snipers - stormed
the hospital, and helicopters
were seen hovering over the
hospital building.

Before his arrest, the
police said the dark-haired
tall suspect in combat gear
may have been on a motor-
cycle, and was carrying a
backpack, headphones and a
handgun.

cont’d from pg 16
was reached to stop the demonstrations
for two weeks.

However, there are difficult out-
standing issues to resolve as Hamas
struggles to balance its practical respon-
sibilities as a governing power in Gaza,
in the midst of a deep financial crisis,
while sticking to its militant ideology.

Just before the unrest by the fence

restarted, Hamas announced that it was
slashing the wages of its civil servants
by half. Recently, Qatar, which helps
pay the salaries under the terms of previ-
ous ceasefire understandings with Israel,
has sent less money, for which Hamas
blames Israel.

As part of the indirect talks with
Hamas, Israel is understood to be of-
fering more economic privileges if the

group freezes its military activities - in-
cluding carrying out attacks on Israelis
in the West Bank.

This follows two shootings last
month which killed three Israelis in Ha-
wara and Hebron. On both occasions,
Hamas went beyond expressing gener-
al support - its usual response - to claim
that members of its armed wing, the Qa-
ssam Brigades, were responsible.
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Labuschagne and Head make
Australia’s World Cup squad

AUSTRALIA (Reuters) - Marnus
Labuschagne broke into Australia’s
15-member squad for the 50-over
World Cup in India at the last pos-
sible moment on Thursday on the
back of his strong recent form while
injured opener Travis Head was also
included.

Labuschagne had been left out of
the provisional squad, but strong dis-
plays in South Africa and the one-day
series in India forced his recall.

Head is set to miss Australia’s
early matches after breaking his hand
in South Africa, but was included in
place of left-arm spinner Ashton Agar,
who was in the preliminary squad of
15 players but failed to recover from
a calf injury in time.

Glenn Maxwell is likely to be Aus-
tralia’s second spin option, alongside
Adam Zampa, after the off-spinner’s
career-best four for 40 against India
in the third One-Day International on
Wednesday.

Australian batsman Marnus Labuschagne. (Getty Images)

Five-time champions Austra-
lia begin their World Cup campaign
against hosts India in Chennai on Oc-
tober 8.

Australia squad: Pat Cummins
(captain), Sean Abbott, Alex Carey,

Cameron Green, Josh Hazlewood,
Travis Head, Josh Inglis, Marnus La-
buschagne, Mitchell Marsh, Glenn
Maxwell, Steve Smith, Mitchell
Starc, Marcus Stoinis, David Warner,
and Adam Zampa.
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The West Indies Women are all smiles after taking a wicket during their practice match against a New South Wales Women'’s team
at Wilson Park in Banora Point, New South Wales, Australia, on Thursday, September 28, 2023. (CWI Media)

West Indies Women start Australian
tour with win in practice match

SYDNEY, Australia- The West In-
dies Women got their tour of Australia
off to a winning start with a four-wick-
et victory over a New South Wales
(NSW) Women'’s team at Wilson Park
on Thursday.

Batting first, Karishma Ramharack
had the NSW ladies spun tightly in her
off-spin web along with skipper Hay-
ley Matthews.

The NSW Women posted 105 for
nine off their 20 overs. Skipper Sam-
my-Jo Johnson was their top-scor-
er with 28, and Hannah Darlington
chipped in with 24.

Ramharack finished with three
wickets for 12 runs, and Matthews
captured two wickets for seven runs.

Shemaine Campbelle led the West
Indies Women’s run-chase with the
bat, as she posted 33 from 34 deliver-
ies, which included five boundaries.

Skipper Matthews was next best

with 24 off 27 balls. Aaliyah Alleyne
with 19 not out and Zaida James with
15 not out, took the visitors home to
victory in 17.5 overs.

Head Coach Shane Deitz was
pleased with the team’s first outing
since arriving in Australia four days
ago.

He said, “It’s good to get the first
win on tour. I think we’ve got a lot of
areas we need to improve on... espe-
cially getting used to batting on these
wickets with some extra pace and
bounce.

“Overall, I think we played gen-
erally good all-round and it’s going
to put us in a good position to play on
Sunday.

The West Indies will face Australia
in the first of three T20 International
at the North Sydney Oval in Sydney
on Sunday. They will also take on the
Aussies Women a three-match One-

Day International Series.

The ODI series against Aus-
tralia is West Indies’ fourth fixture
in the ICC Women’s Champion-
ship 2022-2025 after playing New
Zealand, England and Ireland.

Each match provides the West In-
dies with the opportunity to win valu-
able points to climb the championship
table where they currently lie ninth out
of 10 teams.

Following the Australia series, the
West Indies Women will have four
further three-match ODI series to play
over the next two years.

At the end of the cycle, the top
five teams in the ICC Women’s Cham-
pionship will book a berth for the
ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup in
2025, as well as hosts India.

The remaining teams will have to
go through the ICC Women’s Cricket
World Cup Qualifier.
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BOE get first .
win In business
basketball league ™

The Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) team claimed
their first win in the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Basket-
ball Association’s (ABBA)
Business League Competi-
tion on Wednesday night.

They notched up their
first win in four outings by
pulling off a 49-36 victo-
ry against reigning league
champions Eye Mobile
Vision Care in the second
game of a double-header at
the JSC Sports Complex.

Jesus Emmanuel
scored a game-high 27
points for the Board of
Education, while Kevin
Pimental converted nine
points for Eye Mobile Vi-
sion Care.

Health First Pharmacy
Fearless Crew recorded
their second win in four
encounters by snatching a
67-64 victory against H.
Wright Promotions in the
opening game on Wednes-
day evening.

Errol Quallis had 19
points, Daysher Samu-
el scored 13 points, and
Ricky Willock sank 10
points for Fearless Crew.

Humroy Wright shot
a game-high 24 points,
Devorn Benjamin convert-
ed 19 points, and Anthony
Greer produced 11 points
for H. Wright Promotions.

The Business Basket-
ball League will continue

'
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plex tomorrow (Saturday). \ \ f
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on Health First Pharmacy
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Fearless Crew in the first
encounter at 6:30 pm, and
Trimmingham  Trucking
Enterprises will clash with
Richie’s Shooterz at 7:30
pm.

All the best in sports
and more
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Francis Nunes Jr. Memorial
Sports Fishing tournament
takes place this weekend

Anglers will once again
be engaged in friendly com-
petition during the Francis
Nunes Jr. Memorial Sports
Fishing Tournament and Sea-
food Festival this weekend.

The annual event will
take place at the Falmouth
Harbour Marina in Falmouth
Harbour on Saturday, Sep-
tember 30th.

A number of boats, in-
cluding entrants from other
Caribbean islands, are ex-
pected to participate in the
competition, which is or-
ganized by the Antigua and
Barbuda Sports Fishing As-
sociation (ABSFA).

All boats registered in
the competition are allowed
to leave their home port with
a maximum of six anglers on
board.

The anglers will start
fishing at 7 am and lines are
required to stop fishing at 3
pm.

The weigh-in will be
conducted from 3 pm to 4:30
pm and the prize-giving will
take place at 7 pm.

Cash prizes will also be
presented to the anglers with
the largest dolphin, tuna, wa-

An angler displays his catch during a previous Francis Nunes
Jr. Memorial Sports Fishing Tournament. (Photo courtesy Anti-
gua and Barbuda Sports Fishing Association)

hoo, and kingfish.

The best male, female,
youth, and youngest anglers
will also be rewarded. There
will also be prizes for the
champion boat and the cham-
pion boat 25 feet and under.

The boat with the high-
est total weight of all the fish
that are caught on it will be
declared the champion.

According to the orga-
nizers website, “This tour-

nament has a difference;
it really is about celebrat-
ing family, friends, and great
seafood, so bring everyone to
enjoy a great time with fan-
tastic food on offer.

“We will have every-
thing from lobster, crab, su-
shi and whole hog on a spit to
fried fish, fungi, and seafood
rice. One thing we know is
that you won’t leave hungry,
and don’t forget to take some

away.

“The grills are fired up
by 2.30 pm with your favou-
rites, so come down and en-
joy the food and atmosphere
early.”

This weekend’s event
has an added attraction,
which will be the GRACE
Cook-off Competition at 6
pm. Eight teams of four have
30 minutes to light a fire on
a coal pot, prepare and cook
their fish, and present the
dishes for judging.

To enter a team, you must
have four people on your
team and notify a tournament
organizer by 5:45 pm.

A number of spon-
sors are partnering with the
ABSFA to stage the event.
They include Anjo Insuranc-
es, agents for Massy United;
Falmouth Harbour Marina;
Premier Beverages, agents
for Cavalier Rum and Oasis
Water; and Outdoor World,
agents for Yamaha.

Other sponsors are the
Antigua and Barbuda Tour-
ism Authority, Consolidat-
ed Marine Services, and
Anjo Wholesale, agents for
Heineken & Grace Foods.

cont’d from pg 24
scheduled for today, Friday, Septem-
ber 29.

The tournament is a round-robin
format, and the 36 matches shall be
officiated by four (Umpires Appoint-
ment Panel) UAPs and 10 umpires ap-

pointed by World Netball.
Three matches will be contested on
the opening day tomorrow (Saturday).
The first match of the tournament
will feature the defending champi-
ons, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
against the Cayman Islands on Court

1, and St. Lucia will challenge Mont-
serrat on Court 2.

Host Antigua and Barbuda is
scheduled to play against Dominica in
the last scheduled match on the open-
ing day. Dominica hosted last year’s
ECCB International Netball Series.
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ECCB International Netball Series
to shoot off in Antlgua this weekend

The Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank (ECCB) In-
ternational Netball Series
is scheduled to commence
at the refurbished YMCA
Sports Complex in St.
John’s, Antigua, this week-
end.

Seven teams from the
OECS countries and two
guest teams started to ar-
rive in Antigua and Barbuda
yesterday to participate in
the nine-team competition
during the period Septem-
ber 29 to October 8 (travel
dates included).

Teams from the Com-
monwealth of Dominica,
Grenada, Montserrat, St.
Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia,
St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines, and the host country -
Antigua and Barbuda - shall
compete for the “Gloria
Ballantyne Trophy.”

Caribbean counterparts
Barbados and Cayman Is-
lands will benefit from the
opportunity to engage in
World Netball (WN)-ap-
proved international match-
es as the two guest teams in
the tournament.

The participation by
nine countries is indeed a
fitting tribute to the ECCB,
which has been in existence
for 40 years.

According to a press
release from the Caribbean

Champ/ons St. Vincent and the Grenadines, which won the Eastern Car/bbean Central Bank In-
ternational Netball Series in Dominica last year. (File photo)

Netball Association (CNA),
“On January 19, 2023, the
ECCB launched its 40th an-
niversary year of celebration
and implementation, and
the Caribbean Netball As-
sociation (CNA) is indeed
delighted at the best-ever
participation by countries
coinciding with ‘ECCB @40
: A Year of Celebration and
Implementation.””

This year, the ECCB
took into consideration the
high cost of air travel with-
in the region, and all OECS
member countries were
generously supported in
covering the cost of travel
to Antigua.

The level of funding be-
ing provided by the ECCB
to facilitate the participation
of OECS countries in the
ECCB International Netball
Series is testimony to the
ECCB’s unwavering com-
mitment to the growth and
development of netball in
the region.

Since 1991, the ECCB
has been supporting netball
in the OECS. In apprecia-
tion of more than three de-
cades of netball financing,
the ECCB will be highly
featured throughout the se-
ries.

The opening ceremony
will begin with the parade

of the participating coun-
try teams from the ECCB
Office in St. John’s to the
YMCA Sports Complex
tomorrow (Saturday). The
ECCB will deliver the key-
note address at the opening
ceremony.

The customary ECCB
Personal Development Ses-
sion for participating play-
ers and officials took place
at the Jolly Beach Resort on
Wednesday.

The Welcome Reception
and Candle Lighting Cer-
emony, under the auspices
of the Governor General
of Antigua and Barbuda, is

cont’d on pg 23
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