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NEW EU DIRECTIVES
SET TO ENHANCE
CBl PROGRAMMES

Story on Page 2
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Pr/me /\/I/n/sz‘er Gaston Browne and Minister of Works Mar/a Browne joined revellers on z‘he streez‘s on Saturday in one of the most
anticipated events for Antigua's Carnival, T-Shirt Mas. Story on page 10.
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EU raises the bar: New directives
set to enhance CBI Programmes

The European Union is introducing
new guidelines for countries such as An-
tigua and Barbuda that operate Citizen-
ship By Investment Programmes.

The announcement comes just days
after Prime Minister Gaston Browne
visited the EU headquarters in Brussels,
Belgium, for discussions on the issues
related to CIPs. Last week, the Cabi-
net Notes outlined that “the discussion
revolved around Visa-free entry into
Europe, bearing in mind that Domini-
ca has lost Visa-free travel into the UK.
Although Antigua and Barbuda has
demonstrated a very high-level of due
diligence under its CIP, there was dis-
played a certain hostility to the countries
in the Caribbean that all have CIP pro-
grammes”.

The EU is telling CIP countries that
these new guidelines must be adopted
to implement robust practices to ensure

= US'

enhanced safety and security. This sig-
nificant development was made clear
following a recent meeting held between
leaders of Caribbean countries and EU
officials in Brussels, Belgium, said a
source in EU Commission in Brussels.

The protection of the European re-
gion is the top priority for the EU. In
a bid to increase safety, the European
Commissioner for Home Affairs, Ylva
Johansson, will be leading an oversight
committee to monitor the overall opera-
tions of these third-nation programmes
over six months.

He explained the European Union’s
stringent guidelines, which would be
suggested to nations offering Citizen-
ship By Investment Programmes are as
follow:

Implement robust due diligence:
Due diligence must be conducted on
each applicant by reputed and legal in-

‘-:* NAME, CONTACT NUMBER, ADDRESS

‘:4 GOV'T ISSUED I.D

a¥a OPEN AN ACCOUNT TO SAVE
* FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT

474 PURCHASE TRACKING

»%s ORDER AHEAD, PAY AND COLLECT AT
YOUR CONVENIENCE

ternational due diligence firms based in
top-tier countries such as the EU, US
and UK.

Implement mandatory inter-
views: Mandatory interviews of all CBI
applicants must be conducted. These in-
terviews could be held through a trusted
online digital platform or in person (if
possible).

Enhancing security measures: No
official documents related to alternative
citizenship or passports should be sent to
the investors/new citizens through post-
box (mail) after the citizenship is grant-
ed.

Increase of investment thresholds:
The EU has said that the investment
amount must be increased up to US
$200,000 (minimum) for a single appli-
cant under the donation option and US
$400,000 (minimum) for real estate in-
vestment options.

Investment must reach host coun-
try: The countries offering CBI pro-
grammes must properly monitor the
flow of funds and verify it against strin-
gent money laundering processes. This
will include the provision that the invest-
ment funds must be directly transferred
to the host nation under any situation
and must not be diverted into accounts
in any other country.

Abolition of promotional material
of passports: All promotional material
of passports must be repealed from these
third nations showing the benefits of vi-
sa-free access to the European Union or
other visa free country.

These guidelines have been laid
down by the EU with the primary focus
of ensuring that these nations must exe-
cute exceptional standards in their CBIs.
The source added that the EU Commis-
sion had sent a strict message to coun-
tries providing economic citizenship and
urged them to have a strong mechanism
to protect the EU and its citizens.
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The House of Represen-
tatives has greenlighted the
name-change of Mount St.
John’s Medical Centre to
the Sir Lester Bird Medical
Centre.

Health Minister  Sir
Molwyn Joseph introduced
the bill affecting the name
change for the institution,
while making it clear that
the rights and privileges of
the employees of the institu-
tion remain intact.

“This amendment to the

Local News

House of Representatives
approves name-change of Mount
St. John’s Medical Centre

Mount St. John’s Medical
Centre Act, 2009, is aimed
at effecting the official
change of the name of the

institution from the MSIMC
to the Sir Lester Bird Med-
ical Centre. It brings an end
to the secondment of public

PAGE 3

officers working at the insti-
tution and to make certain
provisions for the welfare

cont’d on pg 4
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cont’d from pg 3
of the seconded public officers going
forward,” Sir Molwyn said.

The health minister reaffirmed the
decision to rename the institution as
an honour to the man who was instru-
mental in having the facility built in
the first place. The Act also provides
for a change in the name of the admin-
istrative board to the Sir Lester Bird
Medical Centre Board.

Sir Molwyn Joseph also noted that
the new Act will usher in a pension
scheme for the institution along the
lines of the government’s own pension
scheme.

“Let me explain that those persons
seconded to the hospital are working
without a pension scheme of the hos-

pital. The pension scheme that governs
them is the civil service pension plan.
We want to correct that so that the Sir
Lester Bird Medical Centre will have
its own pension scheme. The scheme
will be managed by the board,” he fur-
ther explained.

Under the Act, all properties of
MSJIMC will now be turned over to the
SLBMC. “This means that all rights,
interest and liabilities should be in the
name of the Sir Lester Bird Medical
Centre,” he added.

As it relates to the staff and the sev-
eral issues that affect them, the health
minister told the House of Represen-
tatives that there were discussions be-
tween the board and the staff and that
the provisions that were being brought

to parliament reflect the outcome of
those discussions.

According to Sir Molwyn the sec-
ondment of the staff will come to an
end on September 30, 2023. “Unless
otherwise stated, the years of service
of seconded public officers prior to the
ending of the secondment shall be car-
ried forward and count as service ren-
dered to the SLBMC, should the em-
ployee continue in the service of the
SLBMC.,” he stated.

He emphasized that there will be
no loss of service for the staff at the
hospital. Additionally, those staff
members who wish not to be trans-
ferred to the hospital, may return to
the government service without loss
of rights, position or privileges.

;éﬁ%ﬁ}mg i
R AMISSIO

mn'-u.antqucamwal com

S, ™

A, @CIU (S8 serereee

f#carn

Premier

ca.;!.h ¢ Eﬂfk‘ C

_._-—-—'—'_'____-.
. IF suats
o Antigua Carnival o i

jvaliscalling

Apua

rrival @ pantiguafestivels

Q S G




MONDAY 31ST JULY 2023

Local News

PAGE 5

More than $17 million disbursed
improvement loans

in home

The government has made available
low-interest loans to individuals in the
community to carry out home improve-
ments to their properties ahead of the
hurricane season.

The announcement comes from
Social Welfare Minister, Sir Molwyn
Joseph, who disclosed that more than
two hundred persons have benefited so
far. He said most people prefer to stay in
their own homes or with relatives during
the passage of a storm, so it was import-
ant that these persons were able to ac-
cess funds to carry out improvements to
their homes making them more resilient.

Social Welfare Minister, Sir Molwyn oseph

“Over the last several months, in
Cashew Hill and McKinnons in particu-
lar, we have financed over two hundred
homes at low interest rates. So these
people received monies to fix up their
homes to be better able to withstand the

storms. They would not need to leave
their homes to go into a shelter should a
storm approaches,” he remarked.

Sir Molwyn said the main beneficia-
ries of the low interest loans have been
first-responders. “The idea is that a po-
lice man or a nurse should not be in a
home that is not safe. So these categories
of workers are given priority to upgrade
their homes. This means if they have to
leave their homes (for duty), they should
feel assured that their homes and their
families are secured,” he stated.

The loans carry an interest rate of
one percent.
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Restructuring at Immigration
Department takes effect this week

A number of organisa-
tional changes are coming
to the Immigration Depart-
ment as the government
moves to improve the
overall operations and effi-
ciencies of this critical arm
of the government.

Minister Responsible
for Immigration, Steadroy
Benjamin says a restruc-
turing exercise is taking
place at the department
that will go into effect as
of 1** August, 2023.

“Currently, the de-
partment is headed by a
Chief Immigration Offi-
cer, but there are no depu-
ties in place; we are going
to change that. Under the
new arrangement, the CI1IO
(Katrina Yearwood) will
have working alongside

Minister Responsible for Immigration, Steadroy Benjamin

her two deputies; one will
be in charge of operations
and the other will be in
charge of administration,”
Benjamin explained.

He added that there will
be four officers in charge,
who will be responsible for
the department’s four divi-
sions. They will be assist-
ed by station chiefs.

“We are streamlining
the department to make it

more effective, profession-
al and efficient.

Previously, the depart-
ment functioned without
the benefit of having dep-
uties and it is our desire to
bring it in line with other
law enforcement agencies
within the government,
such as the police and the
customs division,” he stat-
ed.

He further explained

S 1

gelt y Hn

t 481- Eﬁﬂﬂt

¢ 4 Dontget left be

that under the new arrange-
ment, the CIO can have
a strategic level manage-
ment team to include the
two deputies and an opera-
tional level team to include
the officers in charge and
the station chiefs.

Chief Immigration Of-
ficer Katrina Yearwood,
has been off-island for over
a week and one of the two
people identified for the
post of Deputy Chief Im-
migration Officer, Neigel
Emmanuel, has been act-
ing as Chief Immigration
Officer. The other person
to be appointed as deputy,
is Wesley Simon. Simon
will be responsible for op-
erations, while Emmanuel
will oversee the depart-
ment’s administration.
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Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre (SLBMC)
employees are part of a premier organization
dedicated to excellence in patient care and
education. By working at SLBEMC, you gain
the opportunity and the responsibility to make
a real difference in the world. Take a closer
look at the vacancy below and submit your
resume for consideration if you are interested
in helping contribute to the legacy of great
achievement and even greater promise at
SLBMC.

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre is seeking to recruit a highly experienced and motivated Financial Reporting
Analyst. This individual provides support leadership to the financial reporting unit in order to ensure the timely and
accurate reporting of external and internal financial information to Executive Management, Board of Directors and
or other authorized parties.

The position will work closely with the Accounting Manager to achieve the unit's objectives.

EDUCATION AND COMPETENCIES

» Bachelor's Degree in Accounting or related field

s |nthe final stages of completing an accounting qualification (CPA, ACCA, CA, etc.)
s« Minimum of 2 years experience within the Accounting field

+ External Audit experience would be considered an asset

« Proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint

» Knowledgeable in International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS)

» Experience with Microsoft Dynamics GP would be considered an asset

= Effective oral and written communication

s« Must pay close attention to detail

« Exceptional interpersonal skills, respect for confidentiality, tact, discretion and teamwork.
+ Must have the highest standard of ethics

« Must be Goal orientated and self-driven

s Excellent problem-salving skills, and timely problem escalation.

» Excellent time management and organizational skills

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

s Balance Sheet Reconciliations.

« Internal and External Financial Report Preparation.

« (General Ledger postings and review.

« Budget preparation and analysis.

= Cashflow forecasting and monitoring.

s Maintain supporting documentation.

« Support External Audit.

« Coordinate and monitor the work of Financial Reporting Assistants.

= Any other reasonable duties as assigned by the Accounting Manager and/or Financial Controller.

Email your resume to: HEM@ms|imc.gov.ag indicating the position you are applying for
by August 4, 2023. ONLY suitable candidates will be contacted.

$IR LESTER BIRD MEDICAL CENTRE £ ) @stmedca
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Caribbean beauties take
to the stage tonight

One of the highlights of
Antigua’s Carnival — the JCI
Caribbean Queen Show- is
taking place tonight (Mon-
day July 31) at Carnival
City, where nine beauties
will take center stage for
the highly anticipated 60th
production of the Jaycees
Queen Show.

Under the theme, “Cel-
ebrating 60 years of vibran-
cy, culture and talent”, the
pageant will see crown con-
tenders from Antigua and
Barbuda, The British Virgin
Islands, Dominica, Haiti,

PLATINUM
—97.9

Montserrat, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines
and The United States Vir-
gin Islands competing for
the prestigious title.
Pageant organizers, Ju-
nior Chamber International
(JCI) Antigua said the pro-
duction this year will be one
of a kind, as they revisit the
past and project the future of
the historic pageant that cur-
rently holds the title for the
longest running pageant in
the region and the fourth in
the world after Miss World,

B
. COMPANY

Miss Universe and Miss In-
ternational.

Jaycees Queen Show
Committee Chairman Jani-
sha Jacobs shared, “One of
the key highlights of this
year’s production is the re-
turn of our VIP experience!
We thought it fitting that as
we celebrated 60 years of
pageantry, that we focused
on bringing back facets
of the show that made us
a blueprint for pageantry
within the region.”

The production this year
will see five judged seg-

THURSDAYS - 2PM - 6PM

SATURDAYS - 12PM - 4PM
SUNDAYS - 1PM - 5PM

ments including Swimwear,
Talent, Interview, Best Eve-
ning Wear and Best Mod-
eling Skills. A host of lo-
cal entertainment acts will
form part of the production,
including the Elite Danc-
ers, Dreamcatcher Model-
ing Agency, Past Jaycees
Queens and Ricardo Drue
who is headlining the event.

“We anticipate this
year’s show to be full of
energy, glitz, glamour and
poise as we have the del-
egates ready to represent
their islands along with the
entertainment aspect that is
really going to blow patrons
away.” Jaycees Queen Show
Deputy-Chairman Derrica
Watson added over the last
month, the public was treat-
ed to an aesthetically pleas-
ing marketing rollout of the
show that has seen an uptick
in ticket sales, especially in
VIP that has already sold
out.

Tickets for this year’s
show are $50.00 and can be
purchased at the Land Store
in Heritage Quay, Town-
house Megastore, or from
any member of the Jaycees
Queen Show Executive
Committee. The show starts
promptly at 8pm at the An-
tigua Recreation Grounds -
Carnival City.

JCI Antigua President
Laurel Jonas said she is ex-
cited for what’s in store and
knows the public will be in
for a treat this evening.
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Thousands converge on
St. John’s for T-Shlrt Mas

Thousands  converged
on St. John’s on Saturday
for the T-Shirt Mas, one of
the key events for Carnival
2023.

The events saw partici-
pation from the top T-Shirt
Mas Bands, with some
boasting revelers totaling
in the thousands. It was a
kaleidoscope of colours, as
participants jammed to the
music of jam-bands or Hi-Fi
systems in a festive atmo-
sphere.

The revelers partied to
the music from late after-
noon to early evening, as
thousands more lined the
parade route to watch and to
enjoy the spectacle.

Minister responsible for
Creative Industries, includ-
ing the National Festivals,
Daryll Matthew, said he was
quite pleased with the turn-
out, estimated as one of the
biggest ever. He said the fi-
nal figures will be available
at a later date, but the T-Shirt
Mas was another indication
of a successful 2023 Carni-

val so far.

He said the standards
displayed by the Mr. and
Miss Teenage Pageant and
the Queen of Carnival Pag-
eant demonstrated the high
level of preparation and ex-
ecution of these events.

He also invited members
of the public to continue to
come out in support of the
remaining events for Carni-
val 2023.

Meanwhile, the Junior
Carnival Show was on full
display at Carnival City
on Sunday afternoon. This

event features the junior
sections of the major Mas
Bands as well as participa-
tion from several schools
featuring costumes designed
and built by selected build-
ers/designers contracted by
the Festivals Commission.

The Junior Carnival Pro-
gramme started with a pa-
rade from the Multi-Purpose
Cultural Centre at Perry Bay
to Carnival City, where the
troupes and groups crossed
the staged to be judged.

As can be expected, the

event is largely an activity
for families who come out
to enjoy the young people
as they display their various
costumes.

The Junior Calypso
Monarch Competition fol-
lowed the Junior Carnival
Programme.

Inarelated development,
there have been reports of
several incidents that got out
of hand, resulting in injuries
for a number of individuals,
The police are yet to confirm
such reports.
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Mr Smith’s ship skip

By Tony Deyal

“I heard a rumour about
our Prime Minister. I'm not
sure if it’s Trudeau. Wait.
There are some rumours that
are Justin.” This is the kind
of joke I hear from members
of my Canadian fan club.
Here’s another, “How do we
know that the Pope isn’t be-
ing paid to come to Canada?
Because then it would be a
PayPal visit.” This week a
Trini member of the bunch
sent me a very timely one,
“What is the difference be-
tween your Prime Minister
(PM) and the head of the
Roman Catholic Church?”
“Only God knows,” I re-
plied. He laughed and then
said, “The main distinction
between them is the Pope
only expects you to kiss his
ring.”

These days have been
tough for the PM of TNT.
One of the newspapers ran
the headline, “PM breaches
code of ethics again” and
explained, “The Council for
Responsible Political Be-
haviour has found that the
People’s National Move-
ment (PNM) has breached
the Code of Ethical Polit-
ical Conduct on two more
occasions.” Dr Rowley was
found guilty of “unsubstanti-
ated allegations” and it was
“unacceptable”. The news-
paper had previously report-
ed that the PM was found
“using language that was
insensitive and inappropriate
during a campaign meeting”.

Then in a tongue-in-

cheek article, one of my
colleagues, communication
strategist Denise Demming,
went to town on the PM’s
choice of Darryl Smith, a
former government minister.
Smith was initially thought
guilty of sexual harassment,
then fired for interfering im-
properly in the public ser-
vice, and now, as Ms Dem-
ming puts it, Smith is the
recipient of a “high-class
‘wuk’ to develop overseas
markets and boost exports
to key strategic partners”.
Aiming at Smith, Ms Dem-
ming suggested, “During
the background check, I sus-
pect that your current boss,
Trade Minister Paula Gop-
ee-Scoon, asked your for-
mer boss, Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley, if he would
recommend you for the posi-
tion. And your former boss,
who had also appointed you
chairman of the Diego Mar-
tin Regional Corporation,
answered politely to endorse

your capabilities.”
TALKING TOTAL
SMITH
Suddenly the whole

country had become like the
Smithsonian and talking to-
tal Smith. Smith talk is back
in town with a penchant. It
reminds me of my young-
er days when we played the
tongue-twister games like,
“Robinson Crusoe shaved
his beard with a rusty, rusty
razor blade”, “She sells
sea shells by the sea shore”
and, the one which got our
“tangues totally tongled

Tony Deyal

up”, our all-time favourite,
“Mr Smith ship sink.” This
last hurrah seems to be “Mr
Smith Ship Skip.”

I  wondered whether
there is any other “Smith”
whose “ship” might not be
properly pronounced but still
accurate. My first thought
was of Jack Smith, the ex-
perienced war- crimes pros-
ecutor who Donald Trump
claims is “deranged”, “atro-
cious” and “a raging and un-
controlled Trump hater, as is
his wife who also happened
to be the producer of that
Michelle Obama puff piece”.
However, Mr Smith’s ship
is holding tight. He made it
clear, “We have one set of
laws in this country and they
apply to everyone.” I really
wish that TNT and the rest of
the Caribbean were like this
Mr Smith.

Not all Smiths are the

same. There is Samuel
Smith, the “horologist”. If I
claim to be one, Trinis would
inevitably ask, “Where you
study? In the University of
Charlotte Street?” Guyanese
will think “Tiger Bay”, Ja-
maicans will talk about Hip
Strip in Montego Bay, and
Barbadians will ask, “You
from Nelson Street or The
Garrison?” Fortunately for
me, horology is “the study of
time or the measurement of
time” and everyone knows |
always take my time.

One “Smith” who ranks
with Darryl is Patricia Smith
of the Boston Globe. She
was a finalist for Pulitzer
Prize. This is considered the
highest national honour in
journalism. She had “made
up” four different columns
and had to return her “Dis-
tinguished Writers” award.

cont’d on pg 13
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Then there was the poet, Ant Smith,
whose seminal work, The Small Penis
Bible, detailed his physical shortcom-
ings. He decided to hold “the first ever
conference for the celebration and ac-
ceptance of small penises everywhere!”
in London. Rhythm Factory in Whi-
techapel was said to have been “trans-
formed into an open, accepting, silly
and fun night of comedy, cabaret and
goodness knows what else in honour of
‘tiny todgers, compact cocks, wee wil-
lies, mini members, and dinky dicks’.”
According to the pre-conference pub-
licity, men and women were welcome
and the door price was 50p per claimed
phallic inch (for men) and 50p per pre-
ferred phallic inch (for women). Ac-
cording to Time Out London, “It’s true
what they say, great things do come in
small packages.” One of my friends
said sarcastically, “Tony, you should
have gone. They would have let you in
free.” Actually, as happened in a sim-
ilar event in Brooklyn, USA, the win-
ner was an outsider. The favourite, who
was highly tipped to emerge victorious,
came up short.

NOWHERE IN THE CLASS

However, Ant is nowhere in the
class of the greatest word Smith of all
time. He was F.E. Smith, an extreme-
ly capable lawyer with a very quick
wit. In one matter, the Judge rebuked
FE. for making “an improper remark”
which, as Smith retorted, was “Prompt-
ed by an equally improper suggestion”.
Pretending not to pursue that one, the
Judge tried to quash the young law-
yer by quoting philosopher and for-
mer Lord Chancellor, Francis Bacon,
“Youth and discretion are ill-wedded
companions.” FE., always very quick
on the draw, immediately countered,
“My Lord, the same Bacon also said
that a much-talking judge was like an
ill-tuned cymbal.” The judge frowned.
“Now you are being offensive, Mr
Smith,” the Judge rebuked. Smith, not
to be put down, agreed, “We both are.
The difference is that I am trying to be,
and you can’t help it.”

In one case where Smith was con-
ducting a lengthy and complicated mat-
ter before a judge he regarded as slow
and pedantic, he was forced by the
Judge to clarify the issues. Smith did so
with a short but very cogent explana-
tion of all the matters and their implica-

tions. Despite this the Judge then stated,
“I’'m sorry, Mr Smith, but I regret that I
am none the wiser.” Smith rose weari-
ly to his feet and responded, “Possibly,
my lord, but you are better informed.”
Another Judge, who’d had enough of
Smith, demanded respect with, “What
do you suppose I am on the Bench for,
Mr Smith?” FE. replied, “It is not for
me, Your Honour, to attempt to fath-
om the inscrutable workings of Prov-
idence.” My favourite F.E. rejoinder
was when in the court he explained to
the Judge, “At the time, my client was
as drunk as a judge.” The Judge quick-
ly interjected, “Mr Smith, I think you’ll
find the phrase is ‘as drunk as a lord’.”
F.E. returned, “As your Lordship pleas-
es.”

I will end all the Smith talk with a
final one from F.E. who was once asked
by a Judge, “Are you trying to show
contempt for this Court, Mr Smith?”
FE.replied, “No, My Lord, I am trying
to conceal it.”

Tony Deyal was last seen saying
that while the PM seems to be smitten
by Smith and not trying to conceal it,
a lot of people believe that what is re-
quired is a locksmith.
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PAHO urges increased use
of diagnostics, medicines
for viral hepatitis

CMC - The Pan Amer-
ican Health Organization
(PAHO) is urging countries
in the Americas, including
the Caribbean, to rapidly
scale-up access to diagno-
sis and treatment for hepa-
titis B and C to achieve the
goal of elimination in the
Region by 2030.

Hepatitis, an inflam-
mation of the liver that can
lead to serious disease and
death, affects over 10 mil-
lion people in the Americas.
But PAHO said while hep-
atitis can become chronic,
it can be effectively con-
trolled with medicines if
detected in time.

The international com-
munity is observing World
Hepatitis Day on Friday
and PAHO said in the
Americas, just 18 per cent
of those with hepatitis B
and 22 per cent of those
with hepatitis C are aware
they have the condition.

It said of these, just
three per cent of those with
hepatitis B and 18 per cent
with hepatitis C receive
treatment.

“This is primarily due
to continued under-invest-
ment in diagnostics and
hepatitis medicines, which,
in the case of hepatitis C,
can treat the disease in just
12 weeks.

PAHO Director, Dr.
Jarbas Barbosa, said while

immunization programmes
have enabled the Ameri-
cas to significantly reduce

mother-to-child transmis-
sion of hepatitis B, “more
than 100,000 people die
each year due to liver can-
cer or cirrhosis caused by
hepatitis B and C.

“These deaths can be
prevented if we increase
the offer of testing and
treatment services.”

PAHO’s Regional Ad-
visor on Hepatitis Preven-
tion and Control, Dr Lean-
dro Sereno, said one of the
main impediments to the
treatment of chronic viral
hepatitis is the perception
that the medicines required
are prohibitively expensive
for countries.

“However, thanks to
the increased availability
of generics in the Region,

the cost of treating hepatitis
has reduced considerably
over the past decade.”

Countries in the region
can also purchase medicines
to treat hepatitis through
the PAHO Regional Re-
volving Funds — technical
cooperation  mechanisms
for the pooled procurement
of life-saving medicines,
diagnostics, vaccines, and
medical devices.

The patented product
to treat hepatitis C is now
available at less than half
its original cost via the
Funds, as are affordable
generic options, providing
countries with the opportu-
nity to massively scale-up
access to treatment.

World Hepatitis Day
is observed every year to
reflect on progress and
achievements in the fight

against hepatitis, as well as
on opportunities to address
the gaps in efforts to elimi-
nate the disease as a public
health concern.

The theme for this year,
‘One life, One liver’, shines
light on the silent role of
the liver in performing over
500 vital functions to keep
us alive. This is why pri-
oritising liver health, and
knowing our hepatitis sta-
tus, is so important, PAHO
said.

PAHO said over the
past five years, through its
Regional Revolving Funds,
38 countries in the region
have acquired over 31 mil-
lion doses of hepatitis B
vaccines, 16 countries have
procured over 3.8 million
diagnostic tests and around
25,000 courses of treatment
for hepatitis.
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Twitter restores Kanye
West’s account after ban

By Marita Moloney

Kanye West’s account has been
reinstated on Twitter after an almost
eight-month ban over offensive tweets.

The US rapper, known as Ye, was
accused of violating the platform’s
rules prohibiting incitement to vio-
lence.

He has not posted anything new
since returning to the site, which own-
er Elon Musk has rebranded to X.

Ye’s account now shows his last
post on 1 December 2022, a day be-
fore it was was suspended.

Musk said at the time that Ye had
“violated our rule against incitement to
violence”, and that the account would
be suspended.

It came after the musician post-
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Kanye West

ed a series of offensive tweets - one
of which appeared to show a symbol
combining a swastika and the Star of
David.

The suspension followed a similar
ban two months earlier, when Ye was
initially locked out of his Twitter and
Instagram accounts after posting an-
ti-Semitic messages in October. Both

In the same month, clothing gi-
ant Adidas cut ties with the rapper, say-
ing it did “not tolerate anti-Semitism
and any other sort of hate speech”.

Ye was also suspended from Insta-
gram for 24 hours in March last year
after using a racial slur in reference to
comedian Trevor Noah.

Neither X or its billionaire owner
Mr Musk have commented publicly
on Ye’s account reinstatement on Sat-
urday.

Musk reinstated former US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s account last No-
vember after conducting a poll with
51.8% voting in favour of the rein-
statement.

Trump said he had no interest in
returning to the site.

platforms removed his posts.
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Jamaica: Former education
minister loses judlmal review

CMC - Five people, including for-
mer Education Minister Ruel Reid and
the former president of the Caribbean
Maritime University (CM) were told
on Friday that they would have a case
to answer following the judicial re-
view of their criminal charges.

“The court finds that the claimants
have not satisfied the court on a bal-
ance of probabilities that the inferior
tribunal was biased,” Justice Cresen-
cia Brown-Beckford, said on behalf of
the Full Court on Friday.

The Full Court panel of Justices
Brown-Beckford, Lisa Palmer-Ham-
ilton and Tricia Hutchinson-Shelly
also ruled that the “court considers
that the fair-minded and informed ob-
server, who is also sensible and ratio-
nal would not, on this evidence of a
scant acquaintance, many years ago,
reasonably apprehend that the learned

Former Education Minister Ruel Reid.
CJPC (Chief Parish Court Judge) did
not bring an impartial mind to bear on
the adjudication of the case”.

Reid and Pinnock had sought a
judicial review of Chief Parish Court
Judge Chester Crooks’ ruling that they
have a case to answer in a multimil-
lion-dollar fraud matter.

The two had claimed that the judge
should not have ruled in the matter as
he had admitted to a conflict of inter-

Reid, Pinnock, Reid’s wife Sha-
ren, their daughter Sharelle, and Ja-
maica Labour Party Councillor for the
Brown’s Town Division Kim Brown
Lawrence, are implicated in the fraud
case.

They were arrested in October
2019 accused of defrauding the Min-
istry of Education and the Caribbean
Maritime University of nearly J$50
million.

The accused are facing a range of
offences, including breaches of the
Corruption Prevention Act, conspira-
cy to defraud, misconduct in a public
office at common law and breaches of
the Proceeds of Crime Act.

In March 2019, Prime Minister
Andrew Holness said he had requested
and accepted the resignation of Reid,
saying it was done in “keeping with
the principles of good governance”.

American nurse and
daughter kldnapped m Haiti

CMC - An American
nurse and her daughter, who
were kidnapped in Haiti
on July 27 remain missing,
even as the State Depart-
ment issue orders for US
Officials and their families
to leave the country amid
worsening clashes between
gangs and police.

The Christian humani-
tarian organisation El Roi
Haiti, confirmed in a press
release that the 31-year-old
American nurse Alex Dor-
sainvil and her daughter,
who were living in Hai-
ti, were kidnapped from
the site of the non-gov-

ernmental organisation.
“We can confirm that Alix
Dorsainvil, the wife of our
Director Sandro Dorsain-
vil, and their child, were
kidnapped on Thursday,
July 27 in the morning at
the NGO site near Port-au-
Prince,” the statement said.

President of El Roi Hai-
ti, Jason Brown said Dorsa-
invil, was their “school and
community nurse [and] is
known for her unwavering
devotion to the suffering
people, working tirelessly
to relieve sick people in the
name of Jesus.”

He said she “is a deeply

LINE DD NDT CRDSD

loving and compassionate
person who considers Haiti
as her home and the Hai-
tian people her family and
friends.”

On the day of Dorsain-
vil’s kidnapping, the State
Department issued a Level
4 (Do Not Travel) Advisory

on Haiti “due to kidnapping,
crime, civil unrest, and poor

health care infrastructure.
“US citizens in Haiti
should depart Haiti as soon
as possible by commercial
or other privately available
transportation options, in
light of the current security
cont’d on pg 19
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SVG opposition says CBIl programme
can be managed respon5|bly

CMC - Opposition
Leader Godwin Friday
continues to clamour for
the country to engage in
Citizenship by Investment
(CBI) programmes saying
that the integrity of the pro-
gramme depends on how it
is managed.

He  maintains  that
should his National Demo-
cratic Party (NDP) get into
government it will institute
a CBI programme, even as
the United States and the
United Kingdom have, in
recent times, been bringing
pressure to bear on Caribbe-
an nations who operate CBI
programmes.

“The integrity of the
programme depends on
how it is run and how it is
managed. And we have lots
of other countries in the re-
gion who are running pro-
grammes — St Kitts since
back in the 1980s and so
forth, and they continue to
do so in a way that meets
with the approval of inter-
national agencies, govern-
ments and so forth,” the op-
position leader said.

He said that an NDP ad-
ministration would imple-
ment a model that is “open
and transparent and subject

because we understand that
if you have a programme
of that nature and you don’t
manage it properly, you’re
basically just ensuring that
it is short term.

“It doesn’t make sense
not to manage it in an open
and transparent way. And
that is the approach that we
will adopt. We look for the
best examples in the region
and learn from them be-
cause we’re coming late to
the game,” Friday said.

Prime Minister Ralph
Gonsalves, who has recent-
ly returned from a meeting
of the European Union and
the Community of Latin
American and the Caribbe-
an States (CELAC) summit
in Brussels, said EU told re-
gional leaders that it will re-
voke Schengen visa waivers
for Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS)
countries with CBI pro-
grammes.

CBI was a central plank
of the NDP’s 2020 election
campaign even as Gon-
salves’ Unity Labour Party
(ULP) administration says
it remains opposed to such
a programme, likening them
to selling passports.

This month the United

= S

— My
Opposition Leader Godwin Friday.

Kingdom imposed visa re-
quirements for Dominican

passport holders.
Visas were also imposed
for Honduras, Namibia,

Timor-Leste, and Vanuatu.
Nationals of these coun-
tries will also be required
to obtain a Direct Airside
Transit Visa if they intend
to transit via the UK hav-
ing booked travel to another
country, UK Home Secre-
tary, Suella Braverman said.
“Careful consideration
of Dominica’s and Vanu-
atu’s operation of a citizen-
ship by investment scheme
has shown clear and evident
abuse of the scheme, includ-
ing the granting of citizen-
ship to individuals known
to pose a risk to the UK,”
Braverman said in a state-
ment to the UK Parliament.
In the Caribbean, Do-
minican Republic, Haiti and

cont’d from pg 18

when considered safe.”

situation and infrastructure challenges. US
citizens wishing to depart Port-au-Prince
should monitor local news and only do so

The department said it was issuing the
advisory for US citizens to leave Haiti as
it could not guarantee that protection could

be provided for them should they remain.
The Associated Press (AP) reported
that a statement from the US State De-
partment said it was “aware of the kidnap-
ping of two American nationals in Haiti”
and “‘are in regular contact with the Haitian
authorities and we continue to collaborate

with them.”

Jamaica passport holders
also need a visa to enter or
transit the UK.

Following the visa im-
position on Dominica, St
Kitts and Nevis rolled back
a “limited time offer” invest-
ment option of US$150,000
announced a month ago.

Basseterre has raised
the investment price for a
single applicant to its CBI
programme to US$250,000.

However, in Castries,
Deputy Prime Minister Er-
nest Hilaire dismissed op-
position concerns that the
UK government would im-
pose visa restrictions on St.
Lucian passport holders.

He said that London had
clearly stated that its actions
were against Dominica.

“They never mentioned
St Lucia, never mentioned
St Kitts, never mentioned
Antigua, never mentioned
Grenada.”

Hilaire pointed out that a
story from unknown sources
has been making the rounds
that the UK would impose
visa restriction on St Lu-
cia in August, and the other
OECS countries in Septem-
ber and October.
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Niger coup: West African leaders
threaten mllltary mterventlon

BBC - West African leaders have
threatened military action against Ni-
ger’s junta after it took power in a
coup last week.

The leaders gave the junta seven
days to reinstate President Mohamed
Bazoum, who is being held captive.

Earlier, the junta warned it would
resist any “plan of aggression against
Niger” by regional or Western powers.

Meanwhile hundreds of coup sup-
porters protested outside the French
embassy in the capital Niamey.

Leaders from Ecowas, the bloc of
West African nations, held crisis talks
in Nigeria’s capital Abuja on Sunday
to discuss the latest coup - which fol-
lows army takeovers in neighbouring
Mali and Burkina Faso.

A statement read out after the
summit said that Ecowas had “zero
tolerance” for coups.

The regional bloc would “take all
measures necessary to restore consti-
tutional order” if its demands were not
met within a week.

“Such measures may include the
use of force,” and military chiefs are
to meet “immediately” to plan for an
intervention, the statement added.

The Special Representative and
Head of the United Nations Office for
West Africa and the Sahel was at the
meeting, and said Ecowas had taken
decisive action because events in Ni-
ger were concerning.

“Niger is playing a key role in
fighting terrorism. If Niger stop play-
ing this role this will give more space
and more leeway to terrorists to ex-
pand in the region,” Dr Leonardo
Santos Simao told BBC’s Newshour
programme.

He added that “no official nego-
tiations” were taking place between
Ecowas and the country’s military

The coup has prompted concern that Niger, a former French colony, could pivot to-

wards Russia.
junta.

This is the first time Ecowas has
threatened military action to reverse
the coups that have taken place in the
region in recent years.

It last sanctioned military inter-
vention in 2017, when Senegalese
troops were deployed to The Gambia
to force long-serving ruler Yahya Jam-
meh to leave office after he refused to
accept defeat in elections.

Chad’s President Mahamat Idriss
Déby Itno has gone to Niamey to tell
the junta to step down, Chad’s gov-
ernment said.

He is the first foreign leader to
visit Niger since the coup, and has
met junta deputy leader Gen Salifou
Mody.

It is unclear whether he will
hold talks with Gen Abdourahmane
Tchiani, the head of the presidential
guards unit who has declared himself
Niger’s new ruler.

The West African leaders also
announced the immediate enforce-
ment of a no-fly zone over Niger for
all commercial flights, the closure of
all land borders with the country, and
the imposition of financial sanctions
against the junta.

Ahead of their meeting, Gen
Tchiani warned Ecowas and unnamed
Western nations against stepping in.

“We once again reiterate to Ecow-
as or any other adventurer our firm de-
termination to defend our fatherland,”
the statement, which was read out on
TV, said.

The coup has prompted concern
that Niger, a former French colony,
could pivot towards Russia.

The ousted president had worked
closely with both regional and West-
ern nations to fight militant Islamists.

Burkina Faso and Mali moved
closer to Russia after their own coups.

In Niamey, some of the protesters
outside the French embassy chanted
“Long live Russia”, “Long live Putin”
and “Down with France”, AFP news
agency reports.

They also set fire to the walls of
the embassy compound.

France would not tolerate any
attack on its interests in Niger, and
would respond in an “immediate
and intractable manner”, President
Emmanuel Macron’s office said in a
statement.

Niger’s coup has been condemned
cont’d on pg 21
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Canada wildfire: Firefighter dies
tackling British Columbla blaze

By James Gregory

A third firefighter has
died in Canada while bat-
tling the country’s worst
wildfire season on record.

Authorities say the fire-
fighter died tackling the
Donnie Creek fire near Fort
St John, in the western prov-
ince of British Columbia.

People are evacuating
an area further south in the
province, near the US bor-
der, as fires swirl out of con-
trol.

A third of all fires cur-
rently raging in Canada are
in British Columbia.

So far this season, Cana-
dian wildfires have burned
about 30 million acres of
land - more than the land
area of South Korea or
Cuba.

Residents in the town
of Osoyoos, in the south of
the province, and its sur-
rounding areas were told to
evacuate late on Saturday
after a fire originating from
the northwestern US state
of Washington crossed into
Canada.

People in the town
shared photos of the ap-

An evacuation order is in place in Osoyoos, British Columbia.

proaching fire on social
media, including the image
above.

Two other firefighters
have died in separate inci-
dents this month in what
has become Canada’s worst
wildfire season on record.

A fourth person, the pi-
lot of a helicopter helping
with  “bucketing” opera-
tions, died after a crash in
the neighbouring Alberta
province last week.

Some 613 of the 990
fires currently active in
Canada are considered out
of control.

British Columbia’s pre-
mier David Eby confirmed

the third firefighter’s death
in a statement on Saturday,
saying: “My heart goes out
to the family, friends and
colleagues of this frontline
hero.”

Mr Eby said the season
this year had been ‘“pro-
foundly awful” and de-
scribed firefighters making
“extraordinary sacrifices...
to keep us safe”.

In June, firefighters in
Nova Scotia on the Atlantic
coast battled the province’s
largest ever wildfire.

Climate change increas-
es the risk of the hot, dry
weather that is likely to fuel
wildfires.

The world has already
warmed by about 1.1C since
the industrial era began and
temperatures will keep ris-
ing unless governments
around the world make
steep cuts to emissions.

Canada is estimated to
be warming twice as fast
as the rest of the world and
its extreme weather events
have become more frequent
and intense.

Its wildfires have also
sparked pollution alerts
across North America, as
smoke is blown south along
the continent’s eastern coast.
Smoke has even reached as
far as Europe.

cont’d from pg 20

by Western nations, but welcomed by
the leader of Russia’s Wagner merce-
nary group Yevgeny Prigozhin, who
has reportedly described it as a tri-
umph.

“What happened in Niger is noth-
ing other than the struggle of the peo-
ple of Niger with their colonisers,” he
was quoted as saying on a Wagner-af-
filiated Telegram channel, although

his comments have not been inde-
pendently verified.

In Mali, the junta has brought in
Wagner to help it fight militant Isla-
mists.

France announced the withdrawal
of its troops last year amid growing
hostility from the junta.

It subsequently moved its regional
military headquarters to Niger.

In June, Mali’s junta said the UN’s

12,000 peacekeepers also had to leave
following a decade of countering Isla-
mist militants.

The UN agreed, saying the with-
drawal would be completed by the
end of the year.

On Saturday, France said it had
suspended all development aid and
budgetary support to Niger. The Eu-
ropean Union and the US have made a
similar decision.
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At least 44 killed in Pakistan after

el

e —— -

BBC - At least 44 people have
been killed in an explosion in Pakistan
during a rally organised by an Islamist
party.

More than 100 people were also
injured in the explosion in north-west
Bajaur district, where Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) was holding a meet-
ing.

Police told the BBC that they have
found evidence suggesting the explo-
sion was a possible suicide attack.

A rescue operation has been com-
pleted and all injured have been taken
to hospital, officers said.

Officials have warned the death toll
may rise further, as 15 people are in a
critical condition.

The motivation behind the attack is
not yet clear. Security forces have cor-
doned off the area and an investigation
into the explosion is taking place.

Hundreds of people were attend-
ing the JUI-F workers’ convention on
Sunday in the town of Khar, in the Pa-
kistani tribal district of Bajaur, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, near the border

- a

osion Islamist political rally

| 4

-

with Afghanistan.

Pictures showed hundreds of peo-
ple gathered under a canopy when the
blast happened close to the stage.

One eyewitness said the tent col-
lapsed, trapping people who were des-
perately trying to escape.

Images broadcast on local TV show
ambulances ferrying injured people to
hospital, while police confirmed those
with serious injuries have been flown
by military helicopters to nearby Pe-
shawar for urgent medical treatment.

Authorities have declared a health
emergency at the district hospital.

Some badly injured people have
been waiting in the hallways of health
clinics struggling to cope with the high
number of casualties.

A regional leader of the JUI-F,
Maulana Ziaullah, was killed in the
blast, local officials told the BBC.

JUI-F is a major religious political
party and forms part of the government
coalition in Pakistan’s parliament.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifcondemned those responsible

as being terrorists who have “targeted
those who speak for Islam, the Quran
and Pakistan” and said they would face
“real punishment”.

“The terrorists are enemies of Pa-
kistan, we will eliminate them from
the face of existence,” the PM said in
a statement.

The political gathering was an op-
portunity for the JUI-F to rally its sup-
port, ahead of an election expected to
take place later this year.

While no-one has yet said they car-
ried out the attack, the local branch of
Islamic State group (IS) in Pakistan
claimed to be behind several attacks
this year in Bajaur and has previously
claimed targeting JUI-F.

In June, the militants said they were
behind the assassination of a party offi-
cial in the village of Inayat Killi.

IS issued the claim in the name of its
“Khorasan Province” branch (ISKP),
which operates in Afghanistan and
north-west Pakistan. The group also
claims attacks in Pakistan in the name
of its “Pakistan Province” branch.
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Norway and Switzerland advance, New
Zealand and Philippines exit tournament

SYDNEY - Norway
powered into the round of 16
at the FIFA Women’s World
Cup with a 6-0 thrashing of
the Philippines on Sunday,
but co-hosts New Zealand
was knocked out after being
held to a 0-0 draw by Swit-
zerland.

In the late match, Man-
uela Vanegas headed a win-
ner deep in stoppage time as
Colombia stunned two-time
champions Germany 2-1 in
front of a 40,000 crowd in
Sydney.

Germany had appeared
to escape with a 1-1 draw
after an 89th minute penalty
from Alexandra Popp.

But an unmarked Vane-
gas produced a powerful
long-range header in the
97th minute to inflict Ger-
many’s first group stage de-
feat in 20 years.

Teenager Linda Caice-
do had given Colombia the
lead in the 52nd minute after
superbly weaving between
two defenders before curl-
ing a perfectly weighted
strike past goalkeeper Merle
Frohms.

Colombia has six points
after two matches to lead
Group H, but is yet to secure
qualification into the knock-
out stages, while Germany
and Morocco have three
points.

South Korea hasn’t been
eliminated despite a second
straight loss after falling to
Morocco 1-0 in Adelaide.
Ibtissam Jraidi struck in the
sixth minute as Morocco

Morocco players celebrate following the Women’s World Cup Group H soccer match between
South Korea and Morocco in Adelaide, Australia, Sunday, July 30th, 2023. (AP)

won a Women’s World Cup
match for the first time.

“We are just so glad that
our efforts paid off,” said
Jraidi. In Group A, Norway
had been in disarray after
they were upset by New
Zealand in the tournament
opener then struggled in a
goalless draw against Swit-
zerland.

But they ignited their
campaign  with  Sophie
Roman Haug scoring a
hat-trick in a rout of the
Philippines, whose debut
tournament ended in sorrow
having beaten New Zealand
for their first-ever World
Cup win.

Roman Haug scored
twice and Caroline Graham
Hansen got Norway’s third
goal just before half-time.
Norway was relentless in
the second half with Alicia

Barker scoring an own goal
before Guro Reiten’s penal-
ty gave them a 5-0 lead.

Roman Haug put the fin-
ishing touches to complete
a hat-trick in a result that
saw Norway overtake New
Zealand on goal difference.
Norway will next play the
winner of Group C - either
Japan or Spain - in Welling-
ton on Saturday.

“We know in our attack,
we are strong and have good
combination play both on
the right side and left side,”
Norway coach Hege Riise
said.

“Today was the day that,
when we had the first one,
we knew there could be
more.”

Switzerland will face
the Group C runners-up in
Auckland after holding New
Zealand at bay to secure

Group A’s top spot.

The Swiss continued
their defensive mastery to
suffocate New Zealand in
their third straight clean
sheet of the tournament.

Jacqui Hand provided
New Zealand’s best chance
in the first half with a volley
that smashed into the post,
as their campaign ended in
heartbreak.

“There are a lot of tears
out there, but they should be
so proud to finish on four
points,” said New Zealand
captain Ali Riley of her
teammates.

“We gave everything.
It was a really good perfor-
mance, especially defensive-
ly. We fought really hard.”

Co-hosts Australia’s
hopes will go on the line
against Canada in the head-
line game today (Monday).
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CWI hosts inaugural
High Performance Camp

Cricket West In-
dies (CWI) has announced the
new West Indies Women’s
Academy programme with
the first High Performance
camp scheduled to take place
from July 30th to August 13th
at the West Indies High Per-
formance Centre at Coolidge
Cricket Ground (CCG) in
Antigua.

The West Indies Wom-
en’s Academy will feature an
intake of 16 Women’s Rising
Stars.

This marks a pivotal mo-
ment in the development of

. L .
CW!’s Talent Pathway Manager Steve Liburd, second left, con-
ducts a session with some West Indies women players at the
Coolidge Cricket Grounds in Antigua. (CWI Media)

Academy programme will

Women’s

Academy camp

“I feel very proud that the in-
augural West Indies Women’s
Academy has been launched

with this first two-week
camp in place to start the pro-
gramme.

“It’s taken a lot of plan-
ning over the last 18 months,
so to see it coming to frui-
tion is a major step forward
for the development of the
next generation of West In-
dies Women'’s cricketers.

“This  first Academy
camp is going to be differ-
ent to previous High Per-
formance camps, as it will

West Indies Women'’s cricket
in the region and a key step
in the professional journey of
the 16 players aspiring to be-
coming part of the next gen-
eration of West Indies Wom-
en’s senior players.

The West Indies Women’s

provide a long-term develop-
ment and coaching plan for
these emerging players with
the opportunity to learn and
train alongside some of the
best coaches and mentors in
women’s cricket.

This first West Indies

will focus on refining their
skills, enhancing their tactical
acumen, and nurturing their
mental resilience to prepare
them for the challenges of in-
ternational cricket.

CWTI’s Talent Pathway
Manager Steve Liburd said,

be more holistic in develop-
ing players all-round game.”

Liburd added, “Most
of the Academy intake are
continuing from the West
Indies Rising Stars Under

19s team that participated in
cont’d on pg 25

Leewards lose to Barbados
in Under-19 championship

The defending champions Leeward
Islands have lost for the second time
in three matches in the Cricket West
Indies Rising Stars Under-19 Men’s
Three-Day Championship in St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines.

The Leeward Islands folded meek-
ly on the final day of their third round
match as they crashed to an 85-run de-
feat against Barbados at the Arnos Vale
playing field.

Chasing 168 to win, the Leeward
Islands were bundled out for 82 in 314
overs in their second innings.

Nathan Sealy grabbed five wickets
for 13 runs to end with a match haul of

11 for 44, and Saurav Worrell claimed
three for 35. Vice-captain and Antiguan
Jewel Andrew, batting at No. 7, top
scored with 24.

It was a disappointing outcome for
the Leewards, who had taken a narrow
22-run first innings lead over Barbados
by scoring 123 in 44.5 overs after dis-
missing the Bajans for 101 in 46 overs.

Zion Brathwaite struck a top score
of 35 in the Bajans first innings, in
which Chamiqueko Landerfort cap-
tured five for 21, Kimani Nesbitt took
three for 38, and off-spinner Onaje
Amory snatched two wickets for seven
runs.

Opener Michael Palmer got 27,
and Antiguan Michael Greaves made
21 in the Leewards first innings. Sealy
snapped up six wickets for 31 runs, and
Worrell captured three for 39.

Barbados batted much better in
their second innings, scoring 189 in
64.3 overs to set the Leewards their vic-
tory target of 168 runs.

Achilles Browne struck 44, Nimar
Bolden hit 28, Zion Brathwaite got 24,
and Sealy made 22.

Landerfort claimed three for 34,
Antiguan leg-spinner Micah McKenzie
took two for 35, and Amory captured
two for 60.
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pose with members of the Combined Schools cricket team prior to their departure on their tour to the UK. (File photo)

Combined Schools team lose
second game on UK tour

The Antigua and Barbu-
da Combined School crick-
eters have lost their second
game on their tour of the
United Kingdom.

Their latest defeat came
in the form of a seven-wick-
et loss against an ACE XI at
the Shepherds Bush Cricket
Club in London.

Set 218 runs to win, the
ACE XI, which included
Antiguan Essan Warner as
an overseas-based player,
achieved their victory target
by scoring 222 for the loss of

three wickets.
Nico Riefer slammed
101, Charlie Topley

slammed 67, and Kamario
Grant chipped in with 25.
Fast bowler Glenn Williams
claimed two wickets for 31
runs, and off-spinner Shamar
Pereira picked up one for 25.

Dravid Richardson and
captain George Elvin struck
half centuries in the Antigua
Combined School’s total
of 217 all-out. Richardson
cracked 51, Elvin struck 50,
Melique Jacobs hit 25, and

Brent Joseph made 21.

Warren Hodge captured
three wickets for 25 runs,
Idris Otto-Main picked up
two wickets for 39 runs, and
Essan Warner claimed one
wicket for 38 runs in eight
overs.

Following a loss in
their opening encounter, the
team’s second game against
an MCC XI at the Crouch
End Cricket Club in London
was abandoned without play
due to rain.

The Antigua and Barbu-

cont’d from pg 24
the inaugural ICC Women’s Under19 Crick-
et World Cup earlier this year.

The West Indies Women’s Academy is
part of CWT’s long term strategic plan to in-
vest in and develop women’s cricket across
the region and a key stage in the West In-
dies Player Pathway. By providing a nur-
turing environment and pathway in which
these young players can grow and flourish,
CWI aims to create a sustainable pipeline of

talent for the West Indies Women’s team. The
West Indies Men’s Academy was launched
in 2022 and will continue in 2023.

FULL SQUAD: Asabi Callender,Jahzara
Claxton, NaiJanni Cumberbatch, Earnisha
Fontaine, Jannillea Glasgow, Realeanna
Grimmond, Trishan Holder, Zaida James,
Djenaba Joseph, KDJazz Mitchell, Ashmini
Munisar, Samara Ramnath, Shalini Sama-
roo, Steffi Soogrim, Abini St. Jean, and Kate
Wilmott.

da Combined Schools Crick-
et Team went under by 193
runs against Loughborough
University at the Haslegrave
Cricket Ground in Lough-
borough, Leicestershire, En-
gland, in their opening game.

The Antigua Combined
Schools will face an All-Star
team in another limited-over
encounter at the Keyworth
Cricket Club in Nottingham,
England, today (Monday).

During the tour, the
young Antigua Combined
Schools team will play 10
matches, including seven
one-day games and a T20
encounter in England and
two limited-overs matches
in Scotland.

The tour will end with a
T20 match against the ACE
Programme during the sec-
ond annual English Crick-
et Board (ECB)-supported
Heritage Day on August
13th.
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West Indies level series
after India crumble

BRIDGETOWN, Bar-
bados (AP) - Captain Shai
Hope and Keacy Carty com-
bined for a near-century
partnership to guide West
Indies to a series-leveling
six-wicket victory over In-
dia in the second One-Day
International of a three-
match series, after the tour-
ists had a calamitous bat-
ting collapse either side of a
rain delay at the Kensington
Oval in Barbados on Satur-
day.

India slumped to 181
all out before Hope scored
an unbeaten 63 off 80 balls
and Carty had 48 not out in
an unbroken 91-run partner-
ship to lift West Indies to the
182-run target with more
than 13 overs to spare. It
was West Indies first victory

——

CLASSES: /12, 11, 10
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West Indies’ captain Shai Hope celebrates scor/'n half a century gainst India during the second
ODI cricket match at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Saturday, July 29, 2023. (AP)

over India in an ODI since
December 2019.
Left-arm spinner Gu-

dakesh Motie (three for 36)
and pacer Romario Shep-
herd (three for 37) took
three wickets apiece for the
hosts as India, without the
rested Virat Kohli and Ro-
hit Sharma in Bridgetown,
went from 90 without loss to
113 for five in the space of
45 balls before rain caused a
length delay.

Ishan Kishan made 55
from as many balls at the top
of the order to lead India’s
disappointing batting effort.

Kyle Mayers blud-
geoned 36 off 28 balls to
get the host’s chase off to a
quick start, but India spin-
ner Shardul Thakur (three
for 42) took three wickets to
reduce West Indies to 72 for
three in the 13th over.

When Shimron Hetmy-

er was bowed by Kuldeep
Yadav (one for 30) for nine,
the West Indies were 91 for
four with the game delicate-
ly poised.

Hope and Carty then
combined to remove any
fears of a capitulation as the
pair toughed it out against
India’s spinners to run down
the target and level the se-
ries.

India had a five-wicket
win over the West Indies in
the first match at the same
venue on Thursday.

The final ODI of the
three-match series is slat-
ed for tomorrow (Tuesday)
at the Brian Lara Cricket
Academy in Trinidad. The
teams are also scheduled to
play five T20 matches, start-
ing on Friday, August 4th.
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Coach Anthony Severin, center, is flanked by his six golden boys who won gold medals at the OECS Invitational Boxing Champi-
onship in St Lucia last weekend. (Uprising Boxing Gym)

Antiguan boxers finish

third at OECS event

All six boxers of the Uprising Gym
won gold medals to capture third place
for Antigua and Barbuda at the Orga-
nization of Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) Invitational Boxing Champi-
onships in St. Lucia over the weekend.

Among them is Uriah DeSilva,
who won gold with a points decision
over a boxer from Grenada and was
named the best novice boxer of the
championships, which were held at the
Vigie Multi-Purpose Sports Complex
in Castries on July 28th and 29th.

Taliek Henry secured his gold af-
ter the referee stopped the fight against
his Grenadian opponent.

His Antiguan team-mate Quanlee

Henry claimed his gold via a walk-
over after his St. Lucian opponent
withdrawn from the fight.

Zalaan Jan secured gold with a
split decision over his opponent from
Martinique. The other two gold medals
were won by Leon Laudat and Osahar
Browne after both fighters from the
Uprising Gym had their fights stopped
by referees.

Host St. Lucia, who won the OECS
Boxing Championships in 2017, the
last time the competition was held be-
fore this year’s event, retained the title.

The St. Lucians fielded 19 boxers,
the largest contingent at this year’s
event, which featured a total of 50 box-

ers from six participating countries.

Grenade, which had 10 boxers,
the second-largest contingent, came in
second ahead of Antigua and Barbuda.

Barbados fielded seven boxers and
finished in fourth place. Martinique,
which had a contingent of five boxers,
came fifth, while Guyana, which had
a team of three boxers, finished in the
cellar.

The OECS Invitational Boxing
Championships, which were called
Revival, were organized and hosted
by the St. Lucia Boxing Association
(SLBA). The boxers competed in ju-
nior, novice, senior, and elite catego-
ries.
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