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TEENAGE SUSPECT
ON REMAND AT HMP

Story on Page 2

The Hellsgate Steel Orchestra, background, provided entertainment at Government House for passengers,who arrived in the
country aboard the ultra-luxury vessel Silversea this week. Story on page 9.
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Teenage suspect on remand at HMP

16-year-old
charged with the murder of
businessman Roudi Shm-
aly has been remanded to
His Majesty’s Prison af-
ter he appeared before the
Child Trial Justice Board
on Thursday.

The Child Justice Act
gives the board the author-
ity to remand minors over
the age of thirteen who are
charged with serious of-
fences such as murder.

As a minor, his matter
will go before the Juvenile
Court Family Division for
committal proceedings to
the High Court. The police

announced late Wednesday,
that they brought charges
against the 16-year-old for
the murder of Shmaly, and
it was later announced that
the person who allegedly
supplied him with the gun
used in the commission of
the crime is also in police
custody and is expected to
be charged as well.

The police are alleg-
ing that the 16-year-old
entered the Pick and Mix
Mart on DeSousa Road
and held up the attendant
at gunpoint.

On hearing the com-
motion, Shmaly who op-

erated the nearby Chicken
Hub went to inquire, when
he was shot in the head by
the assailant, who then es-
caped on foot.

He was picked up by
the police later that same
day.

Meanwhile, members
of the Syrian communi-
ty and others gathered
outside the Pick and Mix
Market on DeSousa Road,
the site where Shmaly was
shot for a candlelight vigil.

One member of the
community, who orga-
nized the event, expressed
the view that it requires all
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residents of Antigua and
Barbuda to join and assist
the police in keeping crime
under control.

She said they prayed
for the soul of Shmaly
and also for anyone who
has lost a loved one due to
crime.

In related crime news,
the police say they have
two suspects in custody
following a shootout on
Tuesday night. Police have
confirmed that two men
from Ottos are in custody
in connection with an inci-
dent in Cassada Gardens in
which law enforcers were
fired upon.

One of the men was
detained the same night
after being found hid-
ing in bushes in the area,
while the other was held
mid-morning on Wednes-
day when police execut-
ed a search warrant at his
home and allegedly found
ammunition. Police expect
to lay charges soon in the
ongoing probe.

Police had earlier re-
ported, two men fired at
them when they went to in-
vestigate reports of a sus-
picious vehicle in the area
on Tuesday night. The men
sped off in a car but ran
from the vehicle when it
crashed and ended up in a
culvert. No member of the
police team was injured.

Law enforcers have
vowed a vigorous response
to the recent surge in crim-
inal activities and have in-
creased their patrols.
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AG to adopt a hands-on
approach to crime fighting

Attorney General and Minister
Steadroy Benjamin is leading a resolute
effort to tackle crime and violence at its
source in Antigua and Barbuda. Recog-
nizing the gravity of the situation, the
Minister and his administration have in-
tensified their commitment to safeguard-
ing the nation’s security and fostering a
safer environment for all citizens.

Crime and violence have become
pressing concerns in our society, pos-
ing significant challenges to the peace
and well-being of our beloved country.
Acknowledging the immense pain and
suffering endured by victims and their
families, the Minister expresses pro-
found sympathy and stands in solidarity
with those affected by the recent wave of
heinous crimes.

In an expression of genuine com-
passion, The Attorney General and his
fellow ministers have long practiced the
habit of personally visiting or reaching
out to the families impacted by crimes,
fires, or any other tragic events. This

Attorney Genera/ Steadroy Ben/am/n
compassionate approach knows no
bounds of ethnicity or background, for
in the eyes of the law, we are all one An-
tigua and Barbuda.

The Minister understands that com-

bating crime and violence requires a col-
lective effort, uniting the government,
law enforcement agencies, and the pub-
lic. In this regard, he fervently calls upon
the citizens to cooperate closely with the
country’s police force, providing crucial
information and support to expedite the
resolution of criminal cases.

The recent occurrence of the na-
tion’s first homicide deeply saddens The

Attorney General and he extends his
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
family, friends, and loved ones. This
tragic loss only reinforces the urgency
of the Minister’s mission to effectively
address crime and violence throughout
Antigua and Barbuda.

Under the leadership of The Min-
ister of Legal Affairs and Public Safe-
ty, comprehensive measures are being
implemented to root out the sources of
criminal activity. These initiatives en-
compass strengthening law enforcement
capabilities, enhancing crime prevention
strategies, and promoting community
engagement to foster a culture of safety
and vigilance.

The Attorney General emphasizes
his unwavering dedication to the cause
and assures the public that this relentless
pursuit of justice will continue unabated.
Antigua and Barbuda shall stand united
in the face of these challenges, working
tirelessly to create a society where every
citizen can feel secure and protected.
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Senate approves resolution
to acquire the Cancer Centre

The way is now clear
for the Antigua and Barbuda
government to acquire the
Eastern Caribbean Cancer
Centre, as a resolution pav-
ing the way for the acquisi-
tion has now been passed by
both houses of parliament.

After being approved
by the House of Represen-
tatives last week, the Sen-
ate picked up the debate on
Thursday and it too passed
the resolution, but not be-
fore some members of the
opposition questioned the
government’s action.

Mover of the resolution
in the Upper House, Sena-
tor Samantha Marshall said
the government wanted to
acquire the centre to ensure
that ‘lives are saved,’ as the
facility provided essential
care for those persons who
have been diagnosed with
cancer.

She indicated that the
government had been en-

gaged in  negotiations
with the majority owner
of the centre, Dr. Conville
Browne, over a period of
time and that these nego-
tiations were inconclusive
when he announced by let-
ter dated March 28, 2023,
that he intends to close the
centre on April 30, 2023.
“From my understand-
ing, there have been at-
tempts since around 2015
to come to some under-
standing with Dr. Browne.
Clearly, these attempts have
not been successful and Dr.
Browne indicated his clear
intention not to continue.
This has resulted in the clo-
sure,” she explained.
Marshall further ex-
plained that the Sir Lester
Bird Medical Centre is part
of the shareholding of the
Cancer Centre. “The reality
is that this is a very import-
ant matter as there are per-
sons who are being treated
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Senator Samantha Marshall
for cancer, who have lim-
ited means or no means to
allow them the luxury of
being able to travel over-
seas for medical care. When
the centre was envisioned,
it was envisioned to serve
the OECS, but clearly, there
have been challenges and
we are where we are now,”
she remarked.

Sen. Marshall added

that as a country, there was
no time to ‘linger, question,
or wait’ as she urged her
colleagues to support the
government’s move in the
interest of the people.

Several members of the
opposition questioned the
decision to acquire the proj-
ect and wondered whether
or not the government had
done everything possible to
come to an agreement with
Dr. Browne.

When it was time to
vote on the resolution, Mar-
shall requested a division,
meaning that all senators
must indicate their vote in-
dividually. All members on
the government side along
with the independent sen-
ator voted in favour; Op-
position senators Shawn
Nicholas and David Massi-
ah abstained, while Senator
Browne voted ‘no.’ The res-
olution carried 9 in favour,
2 abstentions and one ‘no.’
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Gov’t remains firm: No public inquiry!

The government remains resolute
that it sees no need to convene a public
inquiry into the Antigua Airways mat-
ter despite an aggressive lobbying ef-
fort by the opposition United Progres-
sive Party (UPP).

Last week, the party took a peti-
tion, with signatures, to the Governor
General. This document was submit-
ted as part of the campaign that it had
organized to have the inquiry called.
The UPP has been urging the GG, Sir
Rodney Williams to convene the inqui-
ry, although there have been numerous
opinions indicating that the authority to
convene a public inquiry rests with the
executive arm of government, the Cabi-
net, and not with the Governor General.

This week’s Cabinet Notes revealed
that the Cabinet sought and received,
through the Ministry of Legal Affairs,
legal opinions by two King’s Counsels
(KC’s) on the power of the Governor
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General, in relation to establishing pub-
lic inquiries. The experts concluded
that the Governor General has no pow-
er to commission a public inquiry.

“The Cabinet of Antigua and Bar-
buda decides on the establishment of
a Commission of Inquiry, and by way
of Resolution, the Parliament of Anti-
gua and Barbuda provides the authority
to the Governor General and will also
vote to authorize a special warrant to
fund the Inquiry. The claim by politi-
cal operatives that the Governor Gen-
eral has the authority to commission a
Public Inquiry is absolutely false,” the
notes declared.

This comes as the former UPP
Attorney General, Justin Simon KC,
joined the discussion, stating that he is
of the view that the Governor General
has the authority to summon the inqui-
ry.

Cabinet spokesman, Lionel Max

el
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Hurst was asked to respond to Simon’s
comment. Hurst expressed the view
that the former Attorney General is
quite aware that the GG does not have
such authority.

“What we have found is a willing-
ness on the part of those connected to
political parties to make inane judg-
ments and announcements that clearly
do not purport with the law.

“We have consulted with two KC’s
and they have provided us with their
opinions and we also have an opin-
ion dating back to 2001 when anoth-
er Commission of Inquiry was being
foisted upon the Antigua and Barbuda
people.

“They were trying to get the GG at
that time to call an inquiry and he indi-
cated, quite clearly, that he did not have
such authority. I don’t understand why
someone who knows the law would
make such a statement,” he remarked.
#dri
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Unpaid lands to be re-assigned

The Ministry responsi-
ble for lands has indicated
that it intends to implement
a policy where land that

was previously assigned
will be reallocated if those
to whom the lands were
earmarked fail to complete

the payment in a week’s
time.

Chief of Staff in the Of-
fice of the Prime Minister

The Antigua and Barbuda Reparations Support Commission

presents

A Taste of Africa

A fundraising cocktail event in celebration of
African Liberation Day.

Date: Saturday May 27th 2023

Venue: Dennis Restaurant

Ffryes Beach

Time: 6pm-9pm

Dress Code: African Inspired

Tickets: $100 (available from Commission

Members)

Door prizes to be won!

Lionel Max Hurst report-
ed on the policy, during

Thursday’s  post-Cabinet
press briefing.
According to Hurst,

more than two thousand
parcels of land have been
assigned over a period last-
ing several years in most
cases, and those persons to
whom the lands were orig-
inally assigned have failed
to either pay anything at all
for their land or have failed
to complete the payments.

“The Lands Division
is about to re-assign those
lands to others who have
an interest in not only ac-
quiring them but paying
for them as well.

“For those who may
wish to forestall your land
being transferred to anoth-
er, may [ suggest that you
make the payments im-
mediately to the lands di-
vision or enter into some
arrangement so that your
interest in the land contin-
ues to be registered,” Hurst
urged.

He noted that the Lands
Division will begin reas-
signing the unpaid lands to
other interested parties if
payments are not made by
June 1, 2023.

Hurst explained that
many persons started and
then discontinued the pay-
ments for the lands but
with a strong demand for
land, the government is
seeking to have these reas-
signed if payments are not
forthcoming.
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A&B piloting regional agricultural
health and food safety prolect

Antigua and Barbuda
this week hosted a work-
shop looking at an agricul-
tural health and food safety
project as part of a regional
project that is being imple-
mented here in the pilot
phase.

The workshop brought
together senior technicians
in the Ministry of Agricul-
ture as well as technicians
from related agencies such
as the International Institute
for Cooperation in Agricul-
ture, the Caribbean Agricul-
tural Health and Food Safety
Agency (CAHFSA), and the
funding agency, the Europe-

an Union. cont’d on pg 8

Agricu/tre Minister, E.P Chet Greene (centre) with technicians who attended the agricultural
health and food safety workshop
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Sir Lester Bird
[WEAREHIRNG |

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre is seeking to recruit a highly
experienced and motivated Consultant Engineer.

The Consultant Engneer is responsible for the overall management

cont’d from pg 7

The workshop’s objec-
tives were to devise and
implement an agricultural
health and food safety poli-
cy for Antigua and Barbuda,
following which they are to
have these policies imple-
mented regionally, with the

al health and food safety can
help to protect the health of
consumers, livestock, and
crops. The policy on ag-
ricultural health and food
safety that is being validat-
ed by you, the participants,
speak to a number of key
issues:- 1. The need for

and development of the Physical Plant and Machinery exclusive of

strict standards for the use
Biomedical equipment. Helshe will also act as a resource person to

other territories adopting

the Maintenance

PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES

Responsible for the overall Operations of the Engineering/
Maintanance Deparment

In collaboration with the Maintenance Manager, evaluates the
performance of the technical staff in the department

Ensures proper safety standard for all non-medical equipment
and appliances used at SLEMC

Advises the Administrative, and Clinical Departments on future
space requirement for non-medical equipment/machinery
needs for SLEMC

Parforms preventative maintenance and electrical safety
testing of equipment, devices and systams.

Diagnoses and cormects system and equipment malfunctions
Assists and evaluates third-party confractors as necessary
Frovides technical assistance and mstruction to personnel
regarding equipment and maintenance

Reviews cutcome of preventative maintenance actions and
make the necessary recommendations to the department staff
conceming improvements

Provides mentoring to subordinate staff

Provides in-service training on use of equipment

Ensures the provision of continuous sarvice, via overtime &
on-call duty after normal working hours, weekends and public
holidays

Maintains documentation on all nen-medical equipment
inspections and repairs and failures

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Minimum B3¢ in Mechanical Engineering or Facilities
Management, M3¢ preferred

Minimum of 5 years exparience at the management level in a
hospital or a major hotel

Should have evidence of successful participation in courses
related to the field of work

Demaonstration of ongoing commitment to continuing education

Must demeonstrate strong managerial competencies in the
areas of leadership, team development, coaching and

the best practices and oth-
er modalities successfully
introduced in Antigua and
Barbuda.

This comes against the
recognition that contami-
nated food can significant-
ly impact human health,
causing illnesses ranging
from mild gastrointestinal
discomfort to serious and
even life-threatening con-
ditions. According to the
World Health Organization
(WHO), contaminated food
is responsible for an esti-
mated 600 million cases
of foodborne illnesses and
420,000 deaths worldwide
each year.

Agriculture ~ Minister,
E.P. Chet Greene said it is
essential to have strong poli-
cies and regulations in place,
to prevent and respond to
foodborne illnesses in or-
der to protect the health and
well-being of consumers,
and the livelihoods of those
involved in the food produc-
tion and marketing chain.

“A policy on agricultur-

of pesticides and fertilizers;
2. The need for producers
and processors to have ac-
cess to the latest agricultural
information and technology;
3. The establishment of ef-
fective monitoring and sur-
veillance systems to detect
and respond to outbreaks of
animal and plant diseases,”
he stated.

According to the agri-
culture minister implement-
ing a national policy on ag-
ricultural health and food
safety will ensure that the
food produced in Antigua
and Barbuda is safe for con-
sumption and meets interna-
tional standards, and such a
policy on agricultural health
and food safety is crucial for
the sustainable development
of Antigua and Barbuda and
the wider Caribbean.

“I wish to reinforce the
importance of a clear policy
on agricultural health and
food safety and the crucial
role that government sup-
port plays in ensuring its
success,” he added.

WANTED

A detail-oriented and conscientious individual with
a bachelor’s degree in accounting is needed in an ac-
counting department. Send application with CV to
proaccntag@gmail.com. Suitable applicants will be
acknowledged.

mentoring

&  Possess critical thinking skills, superior judgment, negotiation
and decision-making skills

Email your resume to: HREM@E@msjme.gov.ag indicating
the position you are applying for by June 19, 2023.
ONLY suitable candidates will be contacted.

n ’ dlbmadieal
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Silversea World Cruise passengers
visit Government House

Over two hundred pas-
sengers who arrived in
the country aboard the ul- - - ] : AL
tra-luxury vessel Silversea : : ] d

W

concluded their around-the-
world cruise in Antigua and
Barbuda with a visit to Gov-
ernment House this week.
Governor General Sir
Rodney Williams welcomed
to Government House over
200 passengers from the Sil-
versea 2023 World Cruise
which made the final call on
its 139-day world cruise in

St. John’s. : -\f’.
The event which was h‘,

facilitated by the Rendez-
vous Tours Antigua includ-
ed a cocktail reception and
dinner infused with local
entertainment including
Khan Cordice, George Rob-
erts, Arlen Seaton, Kadijah
Simon, King Zacari, and
Hell’s Gate Steel Orchestra.
The event also raised funds
for the Government House
Restoration initiative.

Silversea Cruises’ 2023
World Cruise, South Side
Story, set sail from Syd-
ney, Australia, on January
10, 2023, marking the first |
time the leading ultra-luxu-
ry and expedition cruise line
had set sail from the South-
ern Hemisphere on a World
Cruise.

The ultra-luxury Silver |
Shadow hosted guests for the
139-day arts-inspired voy-
age, sailing from the South
Seas to the Amazon Rainfor-
est and beyond, calling in 66
destinations in 34 countries
across five continents.

w
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Sir Molwyn Joseph in Geneva for
the 76th Worlid Health Assembly

Minister of Health,
Wellness, Social Transfor-
mation, and the Environ-
ment Sir Molwyn Joseph is
in Geneva, Switzerland for
the 76th World Health As-
sembly (WHA) which be-
gan on 21 May and ends on
30 May 2023.

This year’s theme for
WHA, “WHO at 75: Sav-
ing lives, driving health for
all” is consistent with the
function of the WHO - pro-
moting health, ensuring that
everyone everywhere has
access to quality essential
health services, and pro-
tecting people from health
emergencies.

Sir Molwyn Joseph in
his role as Vice President of
the 30th Pan American San-
itary Conference of the Pan
American Health Organiza-
tion, 74th Session of the Re-
gional Committee_of WHO
for the Americas, presided
at the Heads of Delegations
Meeting this morning.

During his remarks,
Sir Molwyn noted that
the COVID-19 pandemic
bought to the fore, the ur-
gent need for investment
in health systems that are
resilient and based on pri-
mary health care, as this is
the most effective way to
overcome 1nequ1t1es build

Commonwealth Health Ministers Meeting

Sir Molwyn Joseph

resilience, and be better able
to prevent, prepare for and
respond to emerging public
health threats.

He believes that having
experienced this pandemic,
the Reglon of the Amerlcas

emerged stronger and with
a renewed/reaffirmed com-
mitment to solidarity and
Pan-Americanism.
Minister Joseph is ex-
pected to meet with Dr. Jar-
bas Barbosa, Director of the
Pan American Health Orga-
nization (PAHO) to discuss
health priorities for Anti-
gua and Barbuda and how
PAHO can give support.
Ahead of the WHA,

| Commonwealth Ministers
- of Health met with the Sec-

retary-General of the Com-
monwealth, The Rt. Hon
Patricia Scotland, for dis-
cussions on lessons learned
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic about Health System
Resilience, Health Secu-
rity, and Universal Health
Coverage (UHC). Health
Ministers also had the op-
portunity to share progress
on UHC and challenges and
priorities to accelerate UHC
goals.

Accompanying Sir Mol-
wyn at the 76th WHA is
Chief Medical Officer (Ag.)
Dr. Teri-Ann Joseph.
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Can the world achieve world peace? “A Global
Security Initiative may have the answer”

By Liang Leorine

The legendary reggae singer and
Rastafarian Robert Nester Marley in one
of his popular songs ‘War’ reminded the
world that,

“Until the philosophy which holds one
race

Superior and another inferior

Is finally

And permanently

Discredited

And abandoned

Everywhere is war”

That until there are no longer
First-class and second-class citizens of
any nation

Until the colour of a man’s skin

Is of no more significance than the co-
lour of his eyes

Me say war

That until the basic human rights

Are equally guaranteed to all

Without regard to race

Dis a war”

That until that day

The dream of lasting peace

World citizenship

Rule of international morality

Will remain in but a fleeting illusion to
be pursued

But never attained

Now everywhere is war”

The inequalities currently in society
caused by the current economic and po-
litical architecture will always stimulate
violence, aggression against countries,
communities, and individuals.

The words of this iconic song are ex-
cerpts from a speech delivered by H.I.M.
Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia, at
the United Nations in 1963.

The world for many centuries is
exposed to an unprecedented coming
together of international threats and in-
stability, intensifying conflict, and in-
stability. The wide range of instability
includes regions and states that are not

necessarily in overt conflict, but that are
institutionally and economically weak
and vulnerable to shocks.

These threats include regional co-
ercion and meddling, transnational ter-
rorism, health insecurity, use of chemi-
cal and other unconventional weapons,
massive displacement of populations,
and overwhelming humanitarian crises-
creating a complex operating environ-
ment.

The current approaches to solving
international conflict and crimes used by
some countries have failed. Therefore,
to combat this violent scourge on soci-
ety there is a need for a global security
architecture that will seek to bring coun-
tries to the table to collaborate and build
alliances.

Countries of the globe are increas-
ingly interconnected and interdependent,
giving rise to the need for a security ini-
tiative that must consider the following.

1. Transnational Threats: Many
security challenges transcend national
borders, such as terrorism, cyber-at-
tacks, transnational crime, and the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. These threats require a coordinated
global response to effectively mitigate
and address them.

2. Interconnectedness: The world
1s more interconnected than ever before,
with rapid advancements in technolo-
gy, communication, and transportation.
Events in one part of the world can have
far-reaching consequences globally. A
global security initiative can help facil-
itate information sharing, intelligence
cooperation, and coordinated responses
to emerging security risks.

3. Humanitarian Concerns: Global
security encompasses not only military
and political aspects but also humanitar-
ian concerns. Issues like climate change,
pandemics, and mass migration can have
severe security implications. A global

security initiative can help address these
challenges collectively, ensuring the
well-being and safety of people world-
wide.

4. Preventing Conflicts: By pro-
moting dialogue, mediation, and conflict
prevention mechanisms, a global securi-
ty initiative can play a crucial role in pre-
venting conflicts between nations. Early
detection and resolution of disputes can
help avoid escalation and maintain glob-
al stability.

5. Peacekeeping and Stability Op-
erations: International peacekeeping
missions are often conducted under the
auspices of global security initiatives
like the United Nations. These opera-
tions aim to restore and maintain peace
in conflict-affected regions, protect ci-
vilians, and support post-conflict recon-
struction efforts.

6. Effective Resource Allocation:
A global security initiative can facili-
tate the pooling of resources, expertise,
and capabilities from multiple countries,
avoiding duplication of efforts and en-
suring a more efficient allocation of re-
sources to address security challenges.

7. Norms and Standards: A global
security initiative can establish and pro-
mote international norms and standards
for behavior in the security realm. This
can include guidelines for responsible
state behavior in cyberspace, arms con-
trol and non-proliferation agreements,
and regulations for humanitarian inter-
ventions.

While existing international organi-
zations and frameworks address various
aspects of global security, a dedicated
and comprehensive global security ini-
tiative can enhance coordination, coop-
eration, and effectiveness in tackling the
evolving security landscape.

The recently published concept pa-
per by the government of the People’s

cont’d on pg 12
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cont’d from pg 11

Republic of China on ‘the
Global Security Initiative’ is
a welcomed and most timely
and positive contribution to
the international conversation
on how to solve the prob-
lem of securing the world in
which we live.

According to the concept
paper “the issue of security
bears on the well-being of
people of all countries, the
lofty cause of world peace

and development, and the fu-
ture of humanity.”

This highlights the rec-
ognition by China that fun-
damentally, global security
is about protecting and pre-
serving people’s livelihoods
and sustainably securing our
future. The Global Security
Initiative promoted by China
“aims to eliminate the root
causes of international con-
flicts, improve global secu-
rity governance, encourage

joint international efforts to
bring more stability and cer-
tainty to a volatile and chang-
ing era, and promote durable
peace and development in the
world.”

The uniqueness of this
GSl is hinged on its core prin-
ciples and China’s genuine
respect for sovereignty and
commitment to real collabo-
ration and alliance building.

These principles call on
countries participating in the

For more info
IG: @ibycministries
FB: IBYC Ministries

W: ibycministries.com
E: ibycministries@gmail.com

YOkl T'H CONFERENGCE

Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the
earth; for | am God, and there is no other.

ISAIAH 45:22

Antigua Barbuda Defense Force

Crabbs Training Facility

initiative to:

Stay committed to the
vision of common, compre-
hensive, cooperative, and
sustainable security.

Stay committed to re-
specting the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all
countries.

Stay committed to abid-
ing by the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN Charter.

Stay committed to taking
the legitimate security con-
cerns of all countries serious-
ly.

Stay committed to peace-
fully resolving differences
and disputes between coun-
tries through dialogue and
consultation.

Stay committed to main-
taining security in both tra-
ditional and non-traditional
domains.

To date over 80 countries
and organizations have sig-
naled support for this initia-
tive which is guided by some
critical principles that will
help to ensure success in their
efforts to navigate instability
and fragility, the challeng-
es, and pragmatic options to
meet a range of security im-
peratives.

According to the GSI
concept paper “Upholding
world peace and security and
promoting global develop-
ment and prosperity should
be the common pursuit of all
countries. The visionary Chi-
nese President calls on par-
ticipating countries to adapt
to the profoundly changing
international landscape in
the spirit of solidarity and
address the complex and in-
tertwined security challenges
with a win-win mindset.
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Plant-based diets good for the heart

By James Gallagher

Giving plants the star-
ring role in your diet is good
for heart health, a review of
four decades of data shows.

Researchers in Den-
mark showed vegetarian
and vegan diets cut lev-
els of cholesterol and fats
in the blood that increase
heart attacks.

The effect - equivalent
to about a third that of tak-
ing daily drugs - was “real-
ly substantial”, they said.

But experts said meat
and dairy had their own
health benefits - and not all
meat-free diets were actual-
ly healthy.

The research pulled to-
gether the 30 trials since
1982 in which scientists
gave volunteers a set diet
and tracked its impact on
heart health. In total, nearly
2,400 people from around
the world were involved.

High levels of bad cho-
lesterol lead to fatty de-
posits building up in blood
vessels, which can eventu-
ally cause heart attacks or
strokes.

The results, published
in the European Heart Jour-
nal, showed vegetarian and
vegan diets:

* cut bad cholesterol by
10%

* cut total cholesterol
by 7%

* cut apolipoprotein B
(the main protein in bad
cholesterol) by 14%

“That corresponds to
a third of the effect of a
cholesterol-lowering statin

[pill] - so that’s really sub-
stantial,” Prof Ruth Frik-
ke-Schmidt, who conducted
the work, at Rigshospital-
et, in Denmark, told BBC
News.

The studies would have
needed to have controlled
people’s diets for years or
decades to see how that
change in the blood played
out.

But Prof Frik-
ke-Schmidt used data from
trials of statins to estimate
maintaining such a diet for
15 years could cut the risk
of cardiovascular disease
by 20%.

The World Health Or-
ganization estimates car-
diovascular disease kills
nearly 18 million people
every year.

Despite the health ben-
efits of following a more
plant-based diet, Prof Frik-
ke-Schmidt warned that
anyone following such a
diet should not come off

" e

drugs they have been pre-
scribed because they are at
risk of heart disease.

She chooses to eat a
mostly plant-based diet,

with some chicken and
white fish for “my health,
the environment and be-
cause I like it”.

Other diets that incor-
porate meat, such as the
Mediterranean diet, have
also been shown to be
healthy.

Prof  Frikke-Schmidt
said meat did not have to
be excluded but “the im-
portant message is ‘plant-
based’”, as this was good
for both health and the en-
vironment.

But it is worth noting
people on the trials were
given “healthy” vegetarian
and vegan meals.

Vegetables, fruits, nuts,
pulses such as chickpeas
and wholegrains are very
different to sweets, crisps
and sugary drinks despite

both being meat-free.

“Not all plant-based
diets are equal,” Prof Ae-
din Cassidy, from Queen’s
University Belfast, said.
And diets such as “those
including refined carbo-
hydrates, processed foods
high in fat/salt” would still
be unhealthy.

There have also been
questions about the cur-
rent wave of highly pro-
cessed vegan foods, which
are markedly different to a
vegan diet from the 1980s.

Quadram Institute
chief scientific officer Prof
Martin Warren said: “An-
imal-based products such
as meat do represent nutri-
ent-dense foods that have
other benefits.

“Similarly, crop-based
diets can be low in certain
micronutrients - so in gen-
eral, reducing meat con-
sumption but maintaining
a broad and varied diet is
good for health.”
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ChatGPT-maker warns
it might leave EU over
planned Aregulat‘lon

BBC - The boss of the
company behind ChatGPT
has said it might consider
leaving the EU if it fails to
comply with a planned law
on artificial intelligence
(AD).

The EU’s planned leg-
islation could be the first to
specifically regulate Al.

And it could require
generative Al companies to
reveal which copyrighted
material had been used to
train their systems to create
text and images.

“The current draft of
the EU Al Act would be
over-regulating,” OpenAl’s
Sam Altman said, Reuters
reported.

“But we have heard it’s
going to get pulled back.”

Many in the creative
industries accuse Al com-
panies of using the work of
artists, musicians and actors
to train systems to imitate
their work.

But Mr Altman is wor-
ried it would be technically
impossible for OpenAl to
comply with some of the Al
Act’s safety and transparen-
cy requirements, according
to Time magazine.

At an event at University
College London, Mr Altman
added he was optimistic Al
could create more jobs and
reduce inequality.

Al bosses met the British prime minister at No 10 Downing Street.

He also met Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak and
the heads of Al companies
DeepMind and Anthropic
to discuss the technology’s
risks - from disinformation
to national security and even
“existential threats” - and
the voluntary actions and
regulation required to man-
age them.

Some experts fear su-
per-intelligent Al sys-
tems could threaten humani-
ty’s existence.

But Mr Sunak said Al
could “positively transform
humanity” and “deliver bet-
ter outcomes for the Brit-
ish public, with emerging
opportunities in a range of
areas to improve public ser-
vices”.

At the G7 summit in Hi-
roshima, the leaders of the

US, UK, Germany, France,
Italy, Japan and Cana-
da agreed creating “trust-
worthy” Al must be “an in-
ternational endeavour”.

And before any EU leg-
islation comes into effect,
the European Commission
aims to develop an Al pact
with Google’s parent com-
pany, Alphabet.

International  coopera-
tion is vital to regulating Al,
according to EU industry
chief Thierry Breton, who
met with Google chief exec-
utive Sundar Pichai in Brus-
sels.

“Sundar and I agreed
that we cannot afford to wait
until AI regulation actually
becomes applicable - and
to work together with all Al
developers to already devel-
op an Al pact on a volun-

tary basis ahead of the legal
deadline,” Mr Breton said.

Silicon Valley veteran,
author and O’Reilly Me-
dia founder Tim O’Reilly
said the best start would be
mandating transparency and
building regulatory institu-
tions to enforce accountabil-
ity.

“Al fearmongering,
when combined with its reg-
ulatory complexity, could
lead to analysis paralysis,”
he said.

“Companies  creating
advanced Al must work to-
gether to formulate a com-
prehensive set of metrics
that can be reported regular-
ly and consistently to regu-
lators and the public, as well
as a process for updating
those metrics as new best
practices emerge.”



FRIDAY 26TH MAY 2023

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre (SLEMC)
empioyees are part of @ premier organizotion
dedicated 1o excellence in patient care and
education. By working ot SLBMC, you gain the
oppartunity and the responsibiiity to make a real
difference in the worid, Take a closer look ot the
vacancy below and submit your resume for
consideration if you are interested in helping
contribute to the legacy of great ochievement and
gven graater promise of SLEMC.

The Board of Directors of Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre, is seeking
to recruit a highly experienced and motivated individual to fill the
position of Human Resources Manager.

The successful candidate will be responsible for the overall
maintenance and enhancement of the Medical Centre’s human
resources by planning, implementing and evaluating employee
relations and human resources policies, programs and practices,

* Delivers training on workplace ethics and policies,
management coaching on employment laws and
practices; including counselling managers on
corrective action in dysfunctional situations and
conducting successful terminations where
appropriate.

» Ensures policy compliance with national labour laws.

¢ Guides the Board on the national policy governing
non-national employees including handling
allimmigration issues.

* Represents SLBMC in labour and industrial matters
within relevant internal and external interests.

¢ Secures appropriate legal representation for labour
relations matters where necessary.

* Leads the labour relations interactions of the Board.

¢ A minimum of Bachelor's degree in Human
Resources Management, Business Administration or
equivalent.

+ At least 5 years of professional experience across all
Human Resources disciplines, including employment
benefits, compensation, employee relations, training and
development, workers compensation and conflict
resolution.

* Experience working with a diverse workforce.

= Excellent time- management, problem- prevention and
problem solving skills.

+ Demonstrate the highest level of ethical behavior.

+ Work accurately with close attention to detail.

« Maintain confidentiality of sensitive information.

» Excellent interpersonal skills to facilitate interaction
with the workforce,

* Prior experience working in a Medical Centre would be
an asset.

Email your resume including TWO references to:
HRM@msjmc.gov.ag indicating the position you are
applying for by May 31, 2023. OMLY suitable
candidates will be contacted.

0OO ~—

SIR LESTER BIRD MEDICAL CENTRE

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre [SLEMC)
employess are part of o premier organization
dedicated to excellence in patient care and
education, By warking ot SLEMC, you gain the
oppartunity and the responsibility to make a real
difference in the world, Take a closer ook ot the
vacancy below and submit your resume for
consideration if you are interested in helping
contribute to the legacy of great achievement and

evian greater promise ot SLEMC.

Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre is seeking to recruit an experienced
and highly motivated Internal Auditer.

The Internal Auditor is charged with examining and evaluating the
policies, procedures and systems which are in place to ensure: the
reliability and integrity of iInformation; compliance with policies,
plans, laws, and regulations; the safeguarding of assets; and, the
economical and efficient use of resources of the Sir Lester Bird
Medical Centre.

The ideal candidate must have:

+ A minimum of a Bachelors Degree in Accounting, Finance
or Financial Management

+ ACCA/CPA/CIA and/ar other professional
Accounting/Auditing qualification

» A minimum of five years in external or internal auditing
experience

» Knowledge of International Professional Practices
Framework and International Financial Reporting
Standards

+ Proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite and Microsoft
Dynamics GP

The position requires leadership qualities and extensive
knowLedge of auditing and accounting standards

» Analytical with strong conceptual and problem-solving
skills

= Meticulous attention to detail

» Must be a critical thinker with a keen interest in
impruuing the organizations internal control structure
Excellent oral and written communication skills

Perform evaluations of the adequacy and effectiveness of
the organizations system of internal controls and risk
management framework

« Utilize appropriate audit technigues to determine whether
the organization is compliant with applicable
regulations

* Make sound recommendations of corrective actions for
deficiencies and monitor the implementation or
adherence to approved process changes

= Provide advice on risk management, operational efficiency
and ease of business

* Maintain technical competence through continuing
education and training

Email your resume including TWO references to:
HRM@ms]jmc.gov.ag indicating the position you are
applying for by May 31, 2023. ONLY suitable
candidates will be contacted.

SIR LESTER BIRD MEDICAL CENTRE
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What’s happening in Anguilla?
Minister apologises for behaviour

Loop - A government minister
in Anguilla, Quincia Gumbs-Marie,
has apologised for her poor choice of
words and temporary lapse in compo-
sure after a video emerged showing
her and a man in an alleged confronta-
tion on Tuesday. The incident occurred
while she was having lunch.

The expletive-filled video has been
making the rounds on social media.

In a statement, Gumbs-Marie says
the language used by her was a re-
flection of the escalated tension of the
moment and a direct response to the
repeated threats, which she said were
being made on her life.

“In retrospect I should have chosen
to not match the tone of my attacker.
I should have used more appropriate
words after every attempt to diffuse
the situation failed.

“You can rest assured that I am
reflecting and will grow from this
moment. Undoubtedly, while I am re-

Quincia Gumbs-Marie.

gretful of the entire occurrence, I am
reminded that to err is human and I am
merely that before every other title and
the expectation that comes with it.”
She said the altercation occurred
after an emotionally charged sitting
of the Anguilla House of Assembly
where they made a commitment to fo-

cus on tangible and active measures to
curb the actions of violence and esca-
lated conflicts now being experienced
in different settings and groups.

The minister said: “Yesterday’s
occurrence was a dark reminder that
the liberties and unique access to each
other we enjoy in this small commu-
nity are placed under threat when in-
dividuals are allowed to go unchecked
and unaccountable for the threats and
agitations that permeate our social
spaces and airwaves. The anxiety and
pressures placed on victims and by-
standers, their family members and
the wider community when incidences
such as what took place yesterday be-
come a great burden to all.”

Gumbs-Marie is the Minister of
Sustainability, Innovation and the En-
vironment in the Government of An-
guilla.

She noted the Royal Anguilla Po-
lice Forces is investigating the matter.

Dutch Sint Maarten and French
St Martin hold bilateral meeting

Loop - Prime Minister
of Sint Maarten Silveria Ja-
cobs hosted a meeting with
President of the Collectiv-
it¢ of Saint-Martin Louis
Mussington along with oth-
er officials to review and
coordinate several topics,
including cooperation on
education and internal secu-
rity.

On the agenda of the
meeting was also the signing
of the border delimitation
treaty between both sides
of the island and the up-
coming Quadripartite meet-

ing between Sint Maarten,
Saint-Martin, France, and
the Netherlands scheduled
for June 15 in The Hague.

This is the first time
since 2019 that the Quadri-
partite meeting between the
four parties will be held.

These regular dialogues
between
Saint-Martin and France
are essential to achieve the
communal goals that are de-
sired for the people on both
sides of St Martin.

The opportunity to re-

Sint  Maarten,

cont’d on pg 17
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Palestine humanitarian
medical mlssmn V|S|ts Grenada

A team of medical ex-
perts from the State of Pal-
estine is assisting Grenada
in its efforts to boost the
Health Sector.

Healthcare practi-
tioners will experience a
cross-pollination of shared
knowledge and skills as
they work in unison with
the twelve-member human-
itarian team.

The delegation is led by
Ambassador Imad Zuhari,
Assistant Minister for In-
ternational Cooperation in
Palestine.

In his remarks during

agenda

aligned to Sustainable De-

Medical experts from the State of Palestine.

is  strategically
said,

of bilateral agreements. He
“Bi-Lateral Agree-

a medical cooperation that
will enhance the relation-
ship between the two sov-
ereign states and strengthen
the medical skills gap in
specialist areas.

Acting  Director  of
Medical  Services, Dr
Tyhiesia Donald says over
the next few days, medical
assistance will be provided
in General Surgery, Urolo-
gy, Internal Medicine,

Paediatric Urology and
Oncoplastic Breast Surgery
(this surgery combines the
techniques of traditional
breast cancer surgery with

a ceremony to welcome
the team on Monday, Am-
bassador Zuhari spoke
about the objective of the
mission and reiterated his
Government’s unwavering
support to Grenada.

He also pointed to the
need for Small Island De-
veloping States like Gre-
nada to ensure that its
transformative healthcare

velopment Goal #3, which
speaks to ensuring healthy
lives and well-being for all.

Minister for Health,
Wellness, and Religious
Affairs, Jonathan LaCrette
and members of his poli-
cy and clinical team, wel-
comed the visiting medical
delegation.

The Health Minister un-
derscored the importance

ments afford both parties
the opportunity to have
access to open markets in
healthcare, especially when
it comes to the complexity
of diagnosis, treatment, and
management of specific
conditions.”

A bilateral agreement
between the Government
of Grenada and the State of
Palestine, seeks to establish

the cosmetic advantages of
plastic surgery).

She added that the
medical team would also
provide Ophthalmological
services to help reduce the
backlog of persons await-
ing cataract surgery.

The team of medical
professionals is expected to
leave Grenada on Saturday,
May 27, 2023.

cont’d from pg 16
sume the formal Quadripartite discus-

sions has been made possible as all
parties concerned have also recently
finalised technical negotiations on the
demarcation of the border.

This agreement includes the estab-
lishment of a joint cross-border com-
mittee that will ensure the necessary
follow-up is given for the agreement’s
execution.

This agreement will be signed on
May 26 on St Martin. The Minister of
the Interior of France and the Minister
of Overseas of France will be present
in St Martin to represent the Republic

of France together with other officials.

Prime Minister Jacobs will be rep-
resenting Sint Maarten and the King-
dom of the Netherlands during this
historical moment which will be held
at the border monument between Bel-
vedere and Belle Plaine.

Due to the signing, the road will
be closed to traffic from 5 pm to 7
pm. Traffic will be diverted as fol-
lows: Belvedere (McDonalds) Round-
about-Bishop Hill-Oyster Pond-Coral-
ita-French Quarter.

Resolving the border dispute has
reopened discussions between both
sides and the respective states on co-

operation and the second agenda point
focused on convening of the Quadri-
partite meeting.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs
will host the 5th Quadripartite meet-
ing, the first since the last was held in
Paris in 2019.

The Prime Minister thanked her
French counterparts for the contin-
ued good cooperation between both
sides of the island. “I apologise in ad-
vance for those who would be incon-
venienced and appreciate the popula-
tion’s understanding as we mark this
historic event.” said Prime Minister
Jacobs.
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Nagano: Man detained over shooting
and stabbing attack in Japan

By James FitzGerald

A man has been arrested
after four people were killed
in a stabbing and shooting
attack in central Japan.

The alleged assailant is
said to have stabbed a wom-
an, before firing a hunting
rifle to kill two policemen in
the city of Nakano, Nagano
prefecture. A fourth death
was later confirmed.

The suspect is the son of
the city assembly’s speaker,
local media say.

Gun violence remains
extremely rare in Japan, de-
spite the killing of ex-Prime

Minister Shinzo Abe in July Police officers stand guard near the scene of a standoff after Wednesday’s attack.

last year. news agency Kyodo, police 16:25 (07:25 GMT) about
received a call at around a man who had chased and

According to Japanese
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then stabbed a woman.

An eyewitness working
in a nearby field told Kyo-
do that the man’s attack on
his first victim had been car-
ried out with a blade around
30cm (1ft) long.

His motive is not clear.
When the witness asked the
suspect why he had stabbed
the woman, he is said to
have replied: “I killed her
because I wanted to.”

The suspect - who was
reportedly wearing a cam-
ouflage uniform, a hat, sun-
glasses and a mask - then al-
legedly shot police officers
who responded to the emer-
gency.

It was not immediately
clear how the fourth per-
son - described as an elderly
woman - had died.

The suspect reportedly
barricaded himself for hours
inside the home of his fa-

cont’d on pg 19
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Channel migrants tragedy: Five French
soldiers accused of failing to help

By Matt Murphy

French police have
charged five soldiers over
the deaths of 27 people
who sank while trying to
cross the English Channel
on 24 November 2021.

They are among nine
people detained for ques-
tioning. They are accused
of failing to help the strick-
en boat, a judicial source
said.

Some 15 calls from the
boat were ignored, French
media reported.

The disaster is the
worst of its kind on record.
The migrants were mostly
Iraqi Kurds, and aged sev-
en to 46.

News of the indictment
was welcomed spokesper-
son for Utopia 56, an or-
ganisation representing the
migrants.

“We can only be de-
lighted that things are pro-
gressing from a criminal
point of view,” said Flore
Judet.

The small craft sank
shortly after leaving the
French coast, leading to
the death of all but two of

deadly incident.

those onboard - comprising
men, women and children.

Le Monde newspaper
previously reported that
passengers had first con-
tacted officials in France’s
Channel rescue centre at
01:48, saying their boat
was deflating and their en-
gine had failed.

The group reported-
ly sent their location by

cont’d from pg 18

unheard of.

ther, Masamichi Aoki, before being detained.

Abe was Japan’s longest-serving prime minister and
his death profoundly shocked a country where handguns
are banned and incidents of political violence are almost

In 2014, there were just six incidents of gun deaths in
Japan, compared with 33,599 in the US.

People have to undergo a strict exam and mental
health tests in order to buy a gun. Even then, only shot-
guns and air rifles are allowed.

A police patrol in Pas-de-Calais, northern France, on 26 November 2021 - two days after the

WhatsApp 15 minutes lat-
er, but authorities failed
to answer. Rescue teams
eventually responded 10
hours later, after fishermen
raised the alarm.

Speaking at the time
of the tragedy, the UN’s
International Organization
for Migration (IOM) said
the disaster was the biggest
single loss of life in the
Channel since it had begun
collecting data in 2014.

The UK’s then-Prime
Minster Boris Johnson said
he was “appalled” by the
incident, adding that his
country would leave “no
stone unturned” to stop hu-
man trafficking gangs.

In November 2022, a
32-year-old man  ap-
peared in a London

court in connection with
the disaster, having been
accused of being part of a
group which conspired to
transport the migrants to
the UK.

Harem Ahmed Abw-
baker was alleged to have
offered money to the fam-
ilies of migrants who
drowned to stay silent.

Last June, French po-
lice arrested 15 people -
mostly from Afghanistan
- who are accused of being
part of a smuggling ring
involved in the deadly
incident.

The UK government
has pledged to tackle small
boat crossings of the En-
glish Channel after record
numbers arrived by that
route last year.
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Oath Keepers leader Stewart Rhodes
sentenced to 18 years for Capitol riot

By Mike Wendling

The leader of a far-right
militia has been sentenced
to 18 years in prison for his
role in the US Capitol riot.

Stewart Rhodes, the
founder of the Oath Keep-
ers, was convicted on
charges of seditious con-
spiracy and other crimes.

The sentence is the lon-
gest yet given to a Capi-
tol rioter. Prosecutors had
asked for 25 years.

Meanwhile, Kelly
Meggs, the leader of the
militia’s Florida chapter,
was jailed for 12 years.

Rhodes remained
outside the Capitol, but
co-ordinated with Meggs
and other members who
stormed the building.

Rhodes and Meggs
were also convicted of
obstruction of an official
proceeding and tamper-
ing with documents or
proceedings in one of the
highest-profile trials relat-
ed to the riot on 6 January
2021.

At a hearing on Thurs-
day, Rhodes showed little
remorse, claiming he was a
“political prisoner” and in-
sisting that the Oath Keep-
ers were standing in oppo-
sition to people “who are
destroying our country”.

Judge Amit Mehta re-
jected those claims and
expressed concern about
Rhodes’ violent rhetoric,
including a threat to hang
former US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi.

Kelly Meggs at a pro-Trump rally held the day before the Capitol riot.

“I dare say, Mr Rhodes,
and I’ve never said this
about anyone who I’ve
sentenced: You, sir, pres-
ent an ongoing threat and
peril to this country, to the
republic and the very fab-
ric of our democracy,” the
judge said.

“We all now hold our
collective breaths with an
election approaching,” he
said. “Will we have anoth-
er January 6th? That re-
mains to be seen.”

Rhodes’ sentence was
the longest handed out
so far for the riot, where
thousands of supporters
of Donald Trump who ob-
jected to the result of the
2020 presidential election
stormed the US legislature.

Prosecutors had asked
for 25 years for Rhodes
and 21 years for Meggs.

Defence lawyers had ar-
gued for much lighter sen-
tences of less than three
years each.

Rhodes, a former US
Army paratrooper and
Yale-educated lawyer,
founded the Oath Keepers
in 2009.

Armed members of
the anti-government group
showed up at a number of
protests and standoffs, and
eventually became staunch
supporters ~ of  Donald
Trump. Dozens were pres-
ent at the riot.

Rhodes began a cam-
paign to reject the results
of the election two days
after the November 2020
vote, while ballots were
still being counted.

He messaged support-
ers: “We aren’t getting
through this without a civil

war... Prepare your mind,
body, spirit.”

Rhodes and other Oath
Keepers then spent thou-
sands of dollars on weap-
ons and equipment and
stashed them in a hotel
room in nearby Virgin-
ia just prior to 6 January
2021.

During the riot itself,
Rhodes stayed outside the
building taking phone calls
and messages while oth-
er Oath Keepers, includ-
ing some led by Meggs,
stormed the building. Pros-
ecutors said Rhodes acted
like a “battlefield general”
during the melee.

Defence lawyers ar-
gued that the weapons stash
was never used and that the
militia was on a purely de-
fensive mission. They plan
to appeal the convictions.
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GET A FLU SHOT
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COVID-19 and the FLU SEASON
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anyone with heart disease.
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Ronsford Beaton cleared to resume howling

Cricket West Indies
(CWI) has announced that
following an assessment of
a remodeled bowling ac-
tion, Guyanese fast bowler
Ronsford Beaton has been
cleared to resume bowling
in regional and international
cricket.

Beaton’s bowling action
was assessed by officials at
Loughborough University in
England, where it was found
to be within acceptable lim-
its.

The assessment was re-
quired after Beaton’s action
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was reported back in March
by match officials during the
West Indies Championship
fourth round match between
Guyana Harpy Eagles and
Jamaica Scorpions at the
Guyana National Stadium.
Following this, an as-

I

Guyanese fast bowler Ronsford Beaton. (CWI Media)

sessment was conducted
which found his bowling ac-
tion to be illegal by officials
at Loughborough Universi-
y.

In line with CWI’s ap-

—

proved process for dealing
with illegal bowling actions,
Beaton underwent remedial
work to remodel his action
and video footage was sent
to Loughborough University

for analysis using an Opin-
ion Report which was con-
ducted earlier this month.

The fast bowler has sub-
sequently been cleared to re-
sume bowling.

Wings Sports Club to stage
30th Whit Monday Road Relay

The Youth Track & Field Unit
within the CPTSA Wings Sports Club
will be hosting its 30th Whit Monday
4 x 1.5 Miles Road Relay, 10K and
Fitness Walk on 29th May.

This Event will start at the Ken-
neth A. Gomez Insurance Agency Ltd
at the Royal Palm Garden on Friars
Hill Road at 6 am next Monday.

Persons who are interested in tak-
ing part in Monday’s event will be giv-
en the opportunity to register tomor-
row (Saturday) morning at the YMCA
from 9am until mid-day.

Persons can also register on the
morning of the race between 5 am and
5:30 am. Registration fee is EC$20 per
participant. The first 60 registered par-

ticipants will receive complimentary
event shirts.

All participants are kindly asked
to assemble at the Kenneth A. Gomez
Insurance Agency Ltd on Friars Hill
Road before 5:30 am on Monday to
access transportation to the various
legs of the race.

The Race will start outside of the
Royal Palm compound, going north
on Friars Hill Rd, turning left after
the WIOC pond, going toward the Ex-
treme gym, turning right, then turning
left on Marble Hill Rd and proceed to-
wards Halcyon Hotel and Sandals An-
tigua Resort.

The participants will proceed
along Anchorage Road, turning the

first right before reaching First Choice
Supermarket, continuing until reach-
ing AS Bryden, turning left then right
unto Fort Road and then unto Pope-
shead Street.

The participants will turn left onto
St. John’s Street and proceed to the
Deanery, then turn left onto Friars Hill
Road to the finish line inside the Royal
Palm Garden.

Medals and trophies will be award-
ed to winners, both males and females,
in the Under-15, Under-20, Under-30
and Over-30 categories.

The 30th Whit Monday Relay,
10K & Fitness Walk is sponsored by
Kenneth A. Gomez Insurance Agency
Ltd.
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Anglers to compete in ABSFA’s tournament

Anglers from across
the Caribbean will be com-
peting in the 55th Annu-
al Antigua and Barbuda
Sports Fishing tournament
this weekend.

The tournament, which
is being held at its new Lo-
cation, the Falmouth Har-
bour Marina on the 27th
and 28th May, follows the
Mikie Pigott Jr Memorial
Classic that started yester-
day and will conclude to-
day, Friday, 26th May.

The annual tournament
began many years ago as
the Antigua & Barbuda
Marlin Classic, in an effort
to offer teams more oppor-
tunity to fish for Blue Mar-
lin and compete for a large
cash prize.

In 2016, the tourna-
ment was renamed as the
Mikie Pigott Jr Memorial
Classic in honour of the
young, enthusiastic and
well respected Captain,
Mikie Pigott Jr.

Pigott Jr was always
one of the first to sign up.
Over the years, he had ei-
ther won or placed as a
runner-up and proved to be
a strong competitor.

When Captain Mike
suddenly passed away, it
was agreed that the organ-
isers, the Antigua and Bar-
buda Sports Fishing Asso-
ciation (ABSFA), would
rename the tournament in
his name.

The classic, which is
also called a billfish or
marlin competition, in-
volves the catching or

Maverick from St. Lucia and Sweet Peace from Barbados are two boats from other Caribbean
islands that will be participating in this weekend’s ABSFA tournament. (Photo courtesy ABSFA)

the ABSFA in staging the
event. They include Anjo

tagged and release of the
Blue Marlin, White Mar-
lin or Sailfish. Points are
earned from the number of
catch and release.

The team with the high-
est amount of points accu-
mulated from their day’s
catch will be declared the
winner and presented with
a cash prize.

Anglers will then com-
pete in the Antigua and
Barbuda Sports Fishing
tournament on Saturday
and Sunday in two catego-
ries, the Marlin Division
and Sports or Pelagic Fish
Division.

The angler with the
largest marlin, 450 pounds
and above, will receive
EC$10,000. The champi-

on boat will also receive
EC$10,000.

In the Sports or Pe-
lagic Fish Division, the
champion boat, which will
be decided by the pound-
age, will receive EC$2,000
while the boat that finish-
es in the runners-up posi-
tion will be rewarded with
EC$1,000.

Cash prizes will also
be presented to the anglers
with the largest and second
largest tuna, wahoo, dol-
phin and king fish.

A number of boats, in-
cluding several entrants
from other Caribbean is-
lands, have already regis-
tered for the competitions.

A number of spon-
sors are partnering with

Insurances, agents for
Massy United; Falmouth
Harbour Marina; Premier
Beverages, agents for Cav-
alier Rum and Oasis Water;
Caribbean Union Bank;
Outdoor World, agents for
Yamaha; and Anjo Whole-
sale, agents for Heineken
& Grace Foods.

Other sponsors are the
Antigua Masonry Prod-
ucts, Antigua and Barbuda
Tourism Authority, Cal-
vin Air Helicopters, Dews
Lumber Yard, Consolidat-
ed Marine Services, CG
United Insurance, BMW,
Crowley, Johnny Walk-
er, Guardian Security and
Point Distributors.
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Three teams vying for last
two places in semi-finals

Urlings and defending
champions Police will need
to win their final match in the
preliminaries to give them-
selves a chance of snatching
the last two remaining spots
into the semi-finals of the
Antigua Commercial Bank
(ACB) Caribbean Parish
League Sir Richie Richard-
son Limited Overs Champi-
onship this weekend.

Urlings will enter their
last  preliminary  round
match tomorrow (Saturday)
at Freetown in fifth place
on eight points, four points
adrift of Police and National
Park/Cool & Smooth Mas-
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ters, who are currently oc-
cupying the last two semi-fi-
nals spots in third and fourth
places respectively.

Police will need to beat
Mahico at Clare Hall tomor-
row to secure their spot into
the semi-finals.

If Pohce lose to Mahlco
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Try Sail
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Dinghy Race: 1PM- 3PM
Venture, RS Fevas, RS
ZLest, Laser

Call or WhatsApp to book your time at +1268 780-1345

a victory over Freetown will
allow Urlings to join Po-
lice and Masters, who have
completed their quota of six
preliminary round encoun-
ters, on 12 points.

The two teams with the
best net run rate will secure
the last two spots into the
semi-finals.

Freetown, who have al-
ready secured their spot into
the semi-finals, will enter
Saturday’s match as lead-
ers of the competition with
20 points, having won their
previous five matches.

Mahico, currently in
second place with 16 points,
have already secured the
other berth into the semi-fi-
nals.

Time of Victory Old
Road will face Dreams 2
Reality Sea View Farm at
Sea View Farm in their last
preliminary round match on
Saturday. Both teams have
already been ruled out of ad-
vancing to the semi-finals.

Sea View Farm will en-
ter their final match second
from bottom of the stand-
ings on four points while
Old Road are languishing in
the cellar position without a

point, having lost their pre-
vious five matches.

In Saturday’s match-
es, Llewellyn Simon and
Vaughn Connor will umpire
at Freetown, Dallis Adams
and Oliver Benjamin will
officiate at Clare Hall while
Malique Telemaque and
Dirk Schouten will be the
umpires for the match at Sea
View Farm.

Meanwhile, the Antigua
and Barbuda Cricket Asso-
ciation’s (ABCA) Two-Day
competition will also re-
sume with the 7th round of
matches this weekend.

Cup-holders PIC Insur-
ance Liberta Black Hawks
will take on Caribbean
Union Bank (CUB) Bethes-
da Golden Eagles at Ball
Beef in Liberta.

Pigotts Crushers will
meet Wes Rising Sun Spar-
tans at Rising Sun in St
John’s and Jennings Tigers
will oppose New Winthor-
pes Lions at Jennings.

Empire Nation and All
Saints Pythons will clash
at Mack Pond in All Saints
while Bolans Blasters will
meet Combined Schools at
Factory.
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Cyclists to compete in ABWU
Inwtatlonal thls weekend

Local cyclists will be re-
turning to competition this
weekend when they contest
the Antigua and Barbuda
Workers Union (ABWU)
Invitational Road Race on
Sunday, 28th May.

The road race, which
will cover approximately 91
kilometers, will be staged
by the Antigua and Barbuda
Cycling Federation (ABCF)
from the ABWU’s head-
quarters in St John’s to the
St James’ Club and Villa in
Mamora Bay in St Paul’s
Parish.

The race will start at 9
am at the ABWU’s head-
quarters on Newgate Street
and the cyclists will proceed
eastward to the corner by
Family Dentistry.

They will make a left
turn onto the St John’s Cem-
etery Road and proceed onto
the Friar’s Hill Road.

The cyclists will then
make a left turn onto the
West Indies Oil Company
Road before making a right
turn onto the Marble Hill
Road.

They will then turn right
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Local cyclists will return to competitive action in the Antigua and Barbuda Workers Union Invita-
tional Road Race on Sunday, 28th May. (ABCF)

onto the Weatherill Road and
proceed into Cedar Grove,
Hodges Bay and then onto
the Jabberwock Road.

The cyclists will proceed
eastwards onto Hospitality
Drive past the old US Na-
val Air Station, make a right
turn onto the Burma Road,
turn right onto the LIAT
Road and turn left onto the
Sir George Walter Highway.

They will then turn left
onto the Sir Sydney Wall-
ing Highway and proceed
past the Sir Vivian Richards

will be having a fundraiser
day 27th May from 12 to 3

NOTICE
The Antigua & Barbuda National Domino Association

Domino Headquarters in Ottos Newtown

take-away lunch this Satur-
p-m. Donation $20. Venue:

Stadium, past Parham road,
turn left by the Mount Joy
Service Station onto Pares
main road, past Glanvilles
and into Willikies Village
where they will turn around
and proceed back onto the
Pares main road.

The cyclists will then
make a left turn onto the Ly-
ons Hill Road and turn right
onto the Potworks Dam
Road.

They will continue past
the Pot Works Dam Reser-
voir then make a right onto
Potworks Dam Drive then
into the Village of Bethesda
and Christian Hill.

They will continue along
Potworks Dam Drive then
make a left onto St James

Drive and proceed towards
the entrance of the St James
Club and Villa then turn-
around.

Cyclists from the ma-
jor cycling clubs across the
island are expected to com-
pete in several categories.

They will be vying for
supremacy in the Elite Male,
the Junior Male and the
Masters division.

The cyclists will also be
competing in the Elite Fe-
male, Junior Female, Sports
Class, the Cadets in the 14 to
17 age group and the Cadets
in the 11 to 13 age group.

The ABWU Invitational
race is being sponsored by
Subway, APUA Inet, Paradi-
so Water and Gatorade.
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