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Story on Page 2

UWI FIC OFF TO 
‘MAGNIFICENT START’

The character played 
by 14-year-old Kenneal 
Athill commits suicide, 
much to the dismay of 
his companion played 
by 13-year-old J’nesia 
Lavig, both of the Irene 
B Williams Secondary 
School. Story on page 7.

National 
Secondary 

Schools 
Theatre 
Festival 

continues
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Local News

Vice Chancellor of the 
University of the West In-
dies, Sir Hilary Beckles has 
congratulated the Antigua 
and Barbuda government 
for investing in the UWI 
Five Islands Campus (FIC), 
as it forms part of the uni-
versity’s strategic plan to 
address issues of access for 
people in the OECS coun-
tries.

Delivering his report on 
the Academic Year 2021-
2022 to the UWI Council 
on Wednesday, Sir Hilary 
noted that the people of the 
OECS had a lower rate of 
attendance to tertiary level 
institutions, than other citi-
zens in countries with a uni-
versity campus.

 “For many decades, 
it has been argued that the 
university was underper-
forming in the sub-region 
of the Caribbean known as 
the OECS. The OECS states 
found themselves with 
the lowest rate of enroll-

ment among young people 
in higher education in the 
region. The OECS found 
themselves in the circum-
stance where their econ-
omies were experiencing 
anemic growth. The OECS 
found themselves lagging in 
economic development and 
transformation behind those 
that were invested with a 
landed campus of the UWI. 
We therefore, took the bold 
and strategic decision to in-
stitute a UWI campus in the 
OECS with the FIC in Anti-
gua and Barbuda,” Sir Hila-
ry remarked.

According to the UWI 
Vice Chancellor, the FIC 
campus is already off to ‘a 
magnificent start’, as he 
congratulated the govern-
ment for living up to its 
promise to invest in the uni-
versity.

He added that while 
the UWI FIC is primarily a 
campus for the OECS, like 
all other UWI campuses, 

it is open to citizens of the 
wider Caribbean. He also 
expressed the university’s 
pleasure when the govern-
ment was able to secure 
funding from the Saudi 
Funds of US$80 million to 
invest in the expansion of 
UWI FIC.

“The university under 

the leadership of Professor 
Densil Williams had al-
ready developed a master 
plan for the expansion that 
will include all the facilities 
necessary for a modern uni-
versity campus. This US$80 
million investment by the 
Antigua and Barbuda gov-
ernment will enable the FIC 
to be able to be fully com-
pleted with these facilities 
within the next two to four 
years,” he revealed.

Sir Hilary noted that 
the UWI FIC will emerge 
from the expansion as a 
state-of-the-art university, 
within the university system 
of the UWI family. “This 
is an excellent example of 
the university pushing ac-
cess beyond the traditional 
boundaries and frontiers; 
now we have our fourth 
landed campus,” he de-
clared.

Sir Hilary congratulates the 
government for investing in UWI FIC

Sir Hilary Beckles
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Local News

As forecast, most Eastern Caribbean 
islands have been seeing record amounts 
of sargassum seaweed in the first quarter 
of 2023, a period that is normally rela-
tively free of the seaweed.

The level of sargassum arriving now 
is already severe and is not expected to 
let up in the coming weeks.

There is still twice as much (202% 
more) sargassum visible out in the At-
lantic as seen this time last year.

There will continue to be a marked 
difference within the islands of the East-
ern Caribbean, in the amount of sargas-
sum they are likely to receive over the 
next 3 months.

Northern and Middle islands will 
see a lot more sargassum than custom-
ary for these months, whilst Southern 
islands are expected to experience much 
less, although cloud cover in the cur-
rent satellite image may be hiding some 
southern sargassum.

Northern islands will continue to re-
ceive very high volumes of sargassum, 
with only a short lull at the end of April 

before the summer sargassum season.
Middle islands are expected to re-

ceive fairly high volumes through mid-
April and experience a lull at the end 
of April; then high volumes going into 
summer, similar to last year.

Southern islands can expect sargas-
sum towards the end of March, remain 
clear during April, and start to see sar-
gassum again in May, but less than 
last year. Influxes of sargassum will be 
heavier than normal for the remainder 
of this tourist season in the Northern and 
Middle islands, whilst Southern islands 
will enjoy clear beaches through April.

Visitors should be advised, however, 
that despite high volumes of predicted 
sargassum, leeward (west coast beach-
es) generally remain sargassum-free.

The pelagic fishery will continue to 
be disrupted in the northern and middle 
islands by large rafts of sargassum at sea.

Flying fish will remain problematic 
to catch.

Fishers should be careful when navi-
gating, especially at night, to avoid prob-
lems associated with driving through 
thick sargassum.

Nearshore mooring sites and land-
ing beaches on eastward-facing coast-
lines will likely become inundated with 
sargassum.

Fisherfolk in the Southern islands 
should be largely unaffected until May.

Heavy inundation of windward 
beaches by sargassum in the Northern 
and Middle islands could spell trouble 
for nesting leatherback turtles.

Brown tide events as the sargassum 
decays, will cause damage to critical 
habitats (coral reefs and seagrasses).

Antigua and Barbuda warned to 
expect more sargassum seaweed
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Local News
The Central Board of 

Health (CBH) is soliciting 
the help of homeowners and 
administrators of govern-
ment institutions to join in 
an effort to rid the country 
of rodents, namely rats.

Principal Public Health 
Inspector Julienne Mannix 
said while there is no way to 
determine whether there has 
been an upsurge in the num-
ber of rodents in the coun-
try, there has been a steady 
stream of complaints, main-
ly from government-run in-
stitutions such as the Clare 
Vue Hospital and the Fi-
ennes Institute regarding ro-
dent problems.

“The rat infestation is a 
serious problem based on 
the reports we have received 
from clinics, schools, and 
special-care facilities, for 
instance, the mental hospi-
tal asking for assistance to 
rid them of rats,” Mannix 
explained.

She further explained 
that when the CBH conducts 
its inspection of these insti-
tutions there is one common 
issue: the improper disposal 
and handling of waste. “The 
factors leading to increases 
in the rat population relate 
to poor sanitation, improp-
er disposal grease/oils, and 
unwanted food that is not 

properly bagged, and the 
harbouring of bulky items,” 
Mannix stated.

According to Man-
nix the rats that are seen in 
parts of St. John’s is directly 
connected to the food that 
many restaurants dispose of 
randomly, on a daily basis 
which forms a natural feed-
ing ground for the rats.

The Public Health In-
spector issued a warning to 
householders about the dan-
gers of providing the condi-
tions for rats to thrive.

“It is very important that 
we keep our workspace and 
surroundings clean to keep 
rats away. Rats are known 

to carry deadly diseases 
such as hantavirus, rat bite 
fever, and more common 
to Antigua and Barbuda is 
leptospirosis. Signs to look 
out for to know that rodents 
are present are rat drop-
pings and rat gnaw marks. 
If found, look for gaps or 
holes inside or outside the 
home or workplace and seal 
it up,” she added.

Mannix noted that rats 
like to hide inside cabi-
nets and drawers; there-
fore, these areas should 
be checked. “After eating, 
thoroughly clean the area 
and wash hands thorough-
ly. It is very important that 
we get rid of all rubbish in-
cluding bulk waste. Cut and 
remove overgrown vegeta-
tion, store garbage in tightly 
fitted containers, and refrain 
from throwing bits of food 
outside,” she reiterated.

She noted that her de-
partment only serves gov-
ernment institutions. Private 
individuals will need to con-
tract an exterminator to con-
trol their rodent problem.

 KEEP THEM OUT! 
STARVE THEM OUT! 
CLEAN UP! This is the 
theme of the current anti-ro-
dent campaign by the CBH. 

CBH battles rodent infestation
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Nurses employed by 
the government are restive, 
as they are unhappy with 
the pace of negotiations by 
the government negotiating 
team, as well as working 
conditions at many of the 
health institutions.

A source close to the ex-
ecutive for the Antigua and 
Barbuda Nurses Associa-
tion said the association is 
asking for a fifteen percent 
increase for its members, 
as well as improvements 
to many of the clinics and 
health care facilities.

The source said the 
nine percent increase that 
the government is offer-
ing to all groups of public 
workers is not sufficient. 
The source did not indicate 
whether or not the associa-
tion is prepared to accept a 
compromise on the rate in-
crease.

The association also 
met with Health Minister 
Sir Molwyn Joseph this 
week to raise concerns over 
the state of many of the 
clinics in the country. Ac-
cording to the source many 
clinics are in a state of dis-
repair and are not suited to 
accommodate patients or 
nursing staff.

During the meeting, the 
minister gave the commit-
ment to complete repairs to 
two of the clinics that have 
been closed – All Saints 
and Urlings – within the 
next two weeks and then 
to move on to other clinics 
immediately. He promised 
to systematically repair the 

clinics so that nurses can 
feel comfortable.

There are also issues 
with the conditions at the 
Clare Vue Hospital and the 

Fiennes Institute which the 
association also wants to be 
addressed as soon as possi-
ble.

However, despite these 

issues, the association has 
not issued a notice of in-
dustrial action to the gov-
ernment nor to the Sir Les-
ter Bird Medical Centre.

Local News

Exciting job opportunity for
a new company in Antigua 

Chief Accountant 
Professional accounting designation preferred , 3 years or more of accounting experience 

Main Responsibiities
Overseeing Financial operations

Generating reports for board of directors

Creating Budgets and strategies to improve Financial position

Be responsible for all accounting aspects to the level of trial balance 

Develop and maintain accounting standards and procedures

Manage the accounts department on a day to day basis

Timely accounting and transactions 

Ensure supplier invoices are paid on time 

Prepare payroll 

Preparation of Financial statements 

Revise expense reports 

Responsible for daily cash management activities which includes bank reconciliation 

Ensure high standard of internal control is embedded into workflows

Send your CV to  info@caricompass.com

Only qualified applicants will be considered 

Nurses unhappy with government’s offer
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Local News
The 54th edition of An-

tigua Sailing Week is all set, 
with the famous regatta’s 
on-the-water action kicking 
off with a spectacular cur-
tain raiser on Saturday 29 
April, the stand-alone Pe-
ters & May Round Antigua 
Race. Five days of red-hot 
racing follow for Antigua 
Sailing Week, with legend-
ary shoreside celebrations 
and daily prize-giving cer-
emonies. New to the race 
programme for 2023 will 
be the Antigua Wing Foil 
Championships with two 
days of in-harbour racing 
and a one-day downwinder 
on Lay Day, as well as an 
RS Elite One Design class.

Antigua Sailing Week 
is a melting pot of nations; 
boats from 18 countries are 
competing in the 54th edi-
tion. Sailors come from all 
over the world to experience 
Antigua & Barbuda, a spec-
tacular Caribbean destina-
tion, surrounded by world-
class sailing waters. Racing 
is not the only source of fun 

and thrills, shoreside the 
party scene after racing is 
renowned. 

By mid-regatta, the 
Reggae in the Park live 
gig is followed by all the 
laughter you can handle 
on Pigeon Point Beach for 
Lucky Eddi’s Lay Day. The 
final prize-giving ceremo-
ny in Nelson’s Dockyard is 
always a memorable night! 

Taking a bow on the main 
stage by winning your race 
class during Antigua Sail-
ing Week is the aim, but it is 
also the pathway to the ulti-
mate goal, the big one - lift-
ing the Lord Nelson Trophy.

Jaime Torres, Anti-
gua Sailing Week’s Race 
Manager is ready to wel-
come sailors from around 
the globe, as well as closer 

to home to this bucket-list 
Caribbean regatta. “With a 
very good forecast and so 
many great racing boats, we 
are looking forward to some 
very close racing. The boats 
in most divisions are very 
evenly matched and have 
very narrow rating bands. It 
will be a superb regatta and 
grand finale to the 2023 Ca-
ribbean racing season.”

An Antigua and Barbuda citizen who currently resides 
in the United States turns 103 today, April 27, 2023.

His name is Anthony Ambrose who hails from Bethes-
da but has resided in the United States for many years. Not 
much information about his life was immediately available, 
but this publication wishes to extend congratulations to the 
son of the soil on this remarkable milestone.

Tomorrow, April 28, will be the 100th birthday of Lady 
Marie Shoul, wife of the late businessman and cultural 
icon, Sir John Shoul. She is also the mother of the former 
Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China, Sir David 
Shoul.

All set for Antigua Sailing Week

Milestone celebrations 
for two senior citizens

Anthony Ambrose
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Local News
At least two of the dra-

matic presentations staged 
on Wednesday’s opening 
of the drama section of 
the National Secondary 
Schools Theatre Festival 
examined social issues be-
ing confronted by today’s 
youth.

In an improvisation-
al piece performed by the 
students of the Irene B Wil-
liams Secondary School, 
the piece looked at the is-
sue of suicide, while in the 
night’s first performance, 
the drama students of the 
Princess Margaret School 
examined the issue of 
skin-bleaching and other 
popular surgically engi-
neered changes to the body.

The play – Skin Deep 
– told the story of a young 
woman who resorted to 
these measures in the hope 
of finding happiness. In the 
end, however, she learned 
that happiness comes 
from within and cannot 
be achieved through alter-
ations to the natural look or 
shape of the body.

In For Better or Worse 
the Irene B Williams stu-
dents looked at how despair 
and loss of hope can drive 
an individual to commit 
suicide. It also looked at 
how such an act affects the 
victim’s family and loved 
ones.

The second night of 
drama takes place at the 

Dean William Lake Cultur-
al Centre this evening with 
two more schools perform-
ing dramatic pieces.

The Cultural Division, 
which organizes the event, 
will stage a prize-giving 
ceremony over the week-
end, where the outstanding 
performers, writers, and di-
rectors will be honoured.

Dramatic presentations examine social issues
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By Zoe Kleinman
An open letter signed by dozens of 

academics from around the world calls 
on artificial-intelligence developers to 
learn more about consciousness, as AI 
systems become more advanced.

“It is no longer in the realm of 
science fiction to imagine AI systems 
having feelings and even human-level 
consciousness,” it says.

Most experts agree AI is nowhere 
near this level of sophistication.

But it is evolving rapidly and some 
say developments should be paused.

The term AI covers computer 
systems able to do tasks that would 
normally need human intelligence. 
This includes chatbots able to under-
stand questions and respond with hu-
man-like answers, and systems capa-
ble of recognising objects in pictures.

Generative Pre-trained Transform-
er 4 (GPT-4), an AI system developed 

by ChatGPT chatbot creator OpenAI, 
can now successfully complete the bar 
exam, the professional qualification 
for lawyers, although it still makes 
mistakes and can share misinforma-
tion.

But this is just one function of 
AI. AI products are being deployed 
in many sectors, including health re-
search, marketing and finance.

Technology billionaire Elon 
Musk co-signed a recent letter saying 
further AI developments should be put 
on hold until effective safety measures 
could be designed and implemented.

And on Tuesday, his ex-wife, Tal-
lulah Riley, tweeted artificial general 
intelligence (AGI) - AI capable of hu-
man-level intellectual tasks - needed 
“the equivalent of [environmental ac-
tivist] Greta Thunberg” to raise aware-
ness and encourage public debate.

The Association for Mathemati-

cal Consciousness Science (AMCS), 
which has compiled the open letter, ti-
tled “The responsible development of 
AI agenda needs to include conscious-
ness research”, said it did not have a 
view on whether AI development in 
general should be paused.

But it pushed for a greater scien-
tific understanding of consciousness, 
how it could apply to AI and how soci-
ety might live alongside it.

“The rapid development of AI is 
exposing the urgent need to accelerate 
research in the field of consciousness 
science,” the letter says.

Its signatories include Dr Susan 
Schneider, who chaired US space 
agency Nasa, as well as academics 
from universities in the UK, US and 
Europe.

Last year, a Google engineer was 
fired after claiming an AI system was 
sentient.

Technology
AI creators must study 

consciousness, experts warn

cont’d on pg 10
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Energy

Loop - Hess Corpora-
tion has announced today 
the discovery of oil at the 
Lancetfish-1 well in the Sta-
broek Block, offshore Guy-
ana.

The company, which 
has a 30 per cent sharehold-
ing in the Stabroek Block, 
announced the development 
in its Estimated Results for 
the First Quarter of 2023.

“The Lancetfish-1 well 
encountered approximately 
92 feet of oil bearing sand-
stone reservoir. The well 
was drilled in 5,843 feet 
of water by the Noble Don 
Taylor and is located ap-
proximately 4 miles south-
east of the Fangtooth dis-
covery,” Hess said.

On the flip side, Hess 
said the Kokwari-1 explora-
tion well, which was drilled 
a few months ago, did not 
encounter commercial 
quantities of hydrocarbons.

Hess Corp’s prospects in 
Guyana looks bright as oil 
production in the Stabroek 
Block is increasing.

Net production from 

the Liza Destiny and the 
Liza Unity FPSOs totalled 
112,0002 barrels of oil per 
day (bopd) in the first quar-
ter of 2023 compared with 
30,000 bopd in the first 
quarter of 2022.

The Liza Unity FPSO, 
which commenced pro-

duction in February 2022, 
reached its production ca-
pacity of approximately 
220,000 gross bopd in July 
2022.

“In the first quarter of 
2023, we sold nine cargos 
of crude oil from Guyana 
compared with two cargos 

in the prior year quarter. 
The third development, Pa-
yara, which will utilize the 
Prosperity FPSO with a pro-
duction capacity of approxi-
mately 220,000 gross bopd, 
is targeted for startup early 
in the fourth quarter,” the 
company said.

Blake Lemoine wrote Google’s 
large language model Lamda, which 
underpins its ChatGPT rival, Bard, ex-
pressed feelings.

Google has maintained Lamda 
was doing exactly what it had been 
programmed to do - communicate in a 
human-like way.

But Google boss Sundar Pichai re-
cently told US news platform CBS he 
did not “fully understand” how Bard 
worked.

The human mind was not fully 
understood either, he added, which is 
why the AMCS is calling for more re-
search.

But there is as much excitement 
as nervousness around AI. It is the big 
buzzword in big tech and investment 
money is pouring in to AI-related proj-
ects.

Released in November, ChatGPT, 
became an instant viral sensation, the 
populist “face” of AI, with millions of 
people trying it out.

Using the internet as a database, it 
can give written answers to questions 
in a natural, human-like way.

Microsoft, which has invested 
heavily in OpenAI, says AI can take 
“the drudgery” out of mundane jobs 
such as office administration.

A recent report by Goldman Sachs 
suggests AI could replace the equiva-
lent of 300 million full-time jobs.

And while the AI industry will cre-
ate of new human jobs, they are likely 
to require new skills.

cont’d from pg 8

Commercial quantities of oil found 
at Guyana’s Lancetfish-1 well
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Loop – A Fugees rap-
per accused in multimil-
lion-dollar political con-
spiracies spanning two 
presidencies was convict-
ed Wednesday after a tri-
al that included testimony 
ranging from actor Leon-
ardo DiCaprio to former 
US Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions. 

Prakazrel “Pras” Mi-
chel was accused of fun-
nelling money from a 
now-fugitive Malaysian 
financer through straw do-
nors to Barack Obama’s 
2012 reelection campaign, 
then trying to squelch a 
Justice Department inves-
tigation and influence an 
extradition case on behalf 
of China under the Trump 
administration. 

The defense argued the 
Grammy-winning rapper 
from the 1990s hip-hop 
group the Fugees simply 
wanted to make money and 
got bad legal advice as he 
reinvented himself in the 
world of politics. 

Michel first met Ma-
laysian financer Low Taek 
Jho in 2006, when the busi-
nessman usually known 
as Jho Low was dropping 
huge sums of money and 
hobnobbing with the likes 
of Paris Hilton. 

Low helped finance 
Hollywood films, includ-
ing “The Wolf of Wall 
Street.” 

DiCaprio testified Low 

had appeared to him as a 
legitimate businessman 
and had mentioned want-
ing to donate to Obama’s 
campaign. 

Michel also testified in 
his own defense. He said 
Low wanted a picture with 
Obama in 2012 and was 
willing to pay millions of 
dollars to get it. 

Michel agreed to help 
and used some of the mon-
ey he got to pay for friends 
to attend fundraising 
events. No one had ever 
told him that was illegal, 
he said. 

Prosecutors said Mi-
chel was donating the 
money on Low’s behalf, 

and later tried to lean on 
the straw donors with texts 
from burner phones to 
keep them from talking to 
investigators. 

After the election of 
Donald Trump, prosecu-
tors say Michel again took 
millions to halt an inves-
tigation into allegations 
Low masterminded a mon-
ey laundering and brib-
ery scheme that pilfered 
billions from the Malay-
sian state investment fund 
known as 1MDB. Low is 
now an international fugi-
tive and has maintained his 
innocence. 

Michel also got paid to 
try and persuade the US to 

extradite back to China a 
government critic suspect-
ed of crimes there without 
registering as a foreign 
agent, prosecutors said. 

On that charge, the de-
fense pointed to testimony 
from Sessions, who was 
Trump’s top law enforce-
ment officer until he re-
signed in 2018. 

Sessions said he’d been 
aware the Chinese govern-
ment wanted the extradi-
tion but didn’t know Mi-
chel. 

The rapper’s ultimately 
futile efforts to arrange a 
meeting on the topic didn’t 
seem improper, the former 
attorney general said. 

Entertainment
Fugees rapper Pras found 

guilty in political conspiracy

Prakazrel “Pras” Michel, left, a member of the 1990s hip-hop group the Fugees, accompanied by 
defense lawyer David Kenner, right, arrives at federal court for his trial in an alleged campaign 
finance conspiracy, Thursday, March 30, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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Regional News

With climate change 
disproportionately affect-
ing small island devel-
oping states (SIDS) like 
Dominica, experts are call-
ing for a close collabora-
tion between the scientific 
community and local gov-
ernments to develop sus-
tainable plans to keep these 
states “habitable.”

In a comprehensive 
report prepared by BBC’s 
Future Planet, experts 
weighed in on the future of 
SIDS how they can com-
bat the effects of climate 
change, especially in the 
Caribbean where 16 coun-
tries fall under this vulner-
able category.

The report cited Shobha 
Maharaj, a climate impacts 
scientist and lead author of 
the small islands chapter 
in the latest Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report, who 
suggested to address the 
data gap in climate action.

“We don’t have data on 
future sea-level rise and 
wave climate projections 
for most islands. Think 
about that. We’re so ex-
posed and vulnerable on 
our coastlines,” Maharaj 
said.

The scientist also said 
data on “the value of eco-
systems services to tack-
ling climate change, and 
studies to model their fu-

ture habitability” are also 
important.

Above all else, there 
must be “clear, direct com-
munication chains from 
scientists to policymakers 
to ensure they are aware of 
what’s lacking and the con-
sequences.”

One of the challenges 
small islands face in com-
bating climate change is 
their own respective unique 
topography, and Dominica, 
which aims to become the 
world’s first climate resil-
ient nation, is no exception.

According to Emi-
ly Wilkinson, a senior 
research fellow for the 
London-based think tank 
Overseas Development In-
stitute, generating accurate 
weather forecasts can be 
tricky especially with the 

mountainous ones.
“Many communities 

get completely cut off by 
tropical cyclones, some-
times for weeks,” Wilkin-
son said.

Dominica has devel-
oped a system to dissem-
inate forecasts and warn-
ings as soon as they can 
with a special “grassroots 
approach of support and 
communication using tra-
ditional conch shells.”

The island has also re-
sorted to revising its build-
ing code last year in line 
with its climate-resilient 
goals.

MMC Development 
Ltd., a private develop-
ing company that has been 
working closely with the 
government of Dominica 
is keeping with protocols 

under Dominica’s 2020-30 
Climate Resilience and Re-
covery Plan. 

With over 2,000 houses 
built to withstand natural 
disasters, MMC Develop-
ment Ltd. has helped the 
government provide cli-
mate-resilient homes to 
residents who have been 
affected by the violent 
storms and hurricanes that 
pummelled the island in 
the last years.

“With the intensity of 
the hurricane and dealing 
with the impacts of climate 
change, resilient housing 
became a priority,” said 
Frederick Donaldson, the 
disaster coordinator for the 
territory and a member of 
the Kalinago communi-
ty, in his interview for the 
BBC article.

Islands like Dominica need to 
address data gap to remain 

‘habitable’, report says
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Loop - The saying 
“Don’t take candy from 
strangers” became a par-
ent’s worst nightmare 
in Belize when several 
adults and children fell ill 
after ingesting drug-in-
fused candies.  

A report from the Karl 
Heusner Memorial Hospi-
tal (KHMH) indicates that 
its Mass Casualty Code 
was triggered yesterday 
after seeing a high number 
of students admitted to its 
Accident and Emergency 
Unit after seemingly con-
suming said treats.  

Twenty-seven chil-
dren, aged 5 to 15 years, 
have been examined at the 
KHMH along with four 
adults who appeared to be 
intoxicated. 

At the time of the inci-
dent, some of the children 

were unresponsive and un-
conscious. 

Presently, all children 
and adults are in a stable 
condition. 

Initial information is 
that the treats were pur-
chased from two individu-
als, who are now in police 
custody along with some 
recovered items. 

During their interviews, 
the suspects claimed that 
the treats were purchased 
from another source. 

The Commissioner of 
Police has instructed that 
a thorough investigation 
be conducted to identify 
the primary source of the 
product. 

The Office of the Prime 
Minister has instructed that 
a full and thorough investi-
gation be conducted to de-
termine the source of some 

sweet treats, confirmed by 
testing to be laced with 
marijuana. 

The treats were col-
lected for forensic analy-
sis along with urine sam-
ples. The KHMH, National 
Drug Abuse Control Coun-
cil (NDACC), and a team 
from Central Health Re-
gion are conducting the in-
vestigation.  

The Ministry of Health 
& Wellness has dispatched 
public health inspectors 
and NDACC case officers 
to the affected primary 
school to investigate. No 
other children were found 

sick at the school. 
An NDACC outreach 

case worker has also been 
dispatched to the KHMH 
to investigate the situation. 

 The Office of the Prime 
Minister will continue 
to work closely with the 
KHMH, Belize Police 
Department and Ministry 
of Health & Wellness to 
address this matter.  

Prime Minister Briceño 
reiterates that “All efforts 
will be taken to ensure that 
our children are protected 
and where this matter is 
concerned, we will ensure 
that justice is served.”

Regional News
Belize: Drug laced treats 
lands children in hospital
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CMC - Opposition 
Leader Dr Godwin Friday 
says it appears as though St 
Vincent and the Grenadines 
is being used “like propa-
ganda for Russia” as he re-
sponded to the discussions 
held last week between 
Prime Minister Dr Ralph 
Gonsalves and Russian 
Foreign Minister, Sergei 
Lavrov, in Venezuela. 

“The image of that at 
this time is as if we are be-
coming like propaganda for 
Russia,” Friday said on his 
weekly radio programme, 
adding “This is something 
that we can’t afford for the 
image of our country and 
for the prime minister of 
our country. 

The Opposition Leader 
said that he knows that St 
Vincent and the Grenadines 
has to “deal with countries 
all over the world…but 
to have a situation where 
you’re standing up there 
and making joint statements 
at a time when the real mat-
ter of serious concern in 
that country is the invasion 
of Ukraine by Russia and 
the continuing war there. 

“I hope that was a mat-
ter that was the first matter 
of discussion, but it didn’t 
come out in any of what I 
saw in that article,” Friday 
said. 

Gonsalves, who is due 
to inform Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM) lead-
ers on Thursday regarding 
his meeting with the Rus-

sian foreign minister, said 
that Lavrov was touring 
Latin America and held 
talks in Brazil with Presi-
dent Lula da Silva “about 
putting together what you 
call a club of countries of 
and for peace to see if we 
can have the matter, this 
war in Ukraine…” 

He said the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war is “going 
on too long and there is too 
much suffering there by the 
combatants, too much mon-
ey is spent on it by NATO, 
lives lost, injuries, disloca-
tions and the knock-on ef-
fect of what is taking place 
there and the sanctions 
which follow, the knock-on 
economic effect — rising 
prices, rising interest rates, 
making life harder for peo-
ple”. 

Gonsalves said the on-
going conflict, which be-
gan in February 2022, “is a 

matter of great importance 
and I have organised that I 
can go and speak to the for-
eign minister of the Russian 
Federation precisely on this 
very question of peace”. 

But Friday told his 
radio listeners that “you 
can’t just be standing up 
there and saying that you 
are friends and so on with 
countries and showing your 
political leanings, leftist 
political leanings one way 
or another. 

“In those situations, 
you have to look out for 
the interests of the people 
of St Vincent and the Gren-
adines irrespective of your 
own personal feelings,” he 
said adding that the island 
awaits more information 
about the meeting. 

“And I want to know 
how is it that you didn’t hear 
him, Ralph, bragging about 
it and talking about it, as he 

normally does? And this is 
a situation that we have to 
monitor very carefully to 
make sure that our name 
of the country… St Vin-
cent and Grenadines is not 
squandered and we don’t be 
perceived as being closely 
aligned with a government 
that 143 nations at the UN 
condemned its referendum 
and annexation of part of 
Ukraine territory, even St 
Vincent and the Grenadines 
voted for that resolution. 

“So why are we then 
now seeming to give polit-
ical cover or propaganda 
to Russia by having these 
joint meetings and declara-
tions from St Vincent and 
Grenadines. 

“That is something we 
have to look at very careful-
ly and you’ll hear me speak 
more about it as I look at 
the circumstances more 
thoroughly,” Friday added. 

SVG: Opposition says island being 
used ‘like propaganda for Russia’

Dr Godwin Friday, Opposition leader, St Vincent and the Grenadines.
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International

By Bernd Debusmann Jr
Police are hunting for 

four inmates who escaped 
a Mississippi jail, including 
one now believed to have 
killed a man while on the 
run.

The suspects were 
found missing during a 
routine headcount at the 
Raymond Detention Cen-
ter near Jackson on Sunday, 
according to authorities.

One of the suspects, 
22-year-old Dylan Ar-
rington, is now believed to 
have murdered a man and 
stolen his truck.

At least one of the sus-
pects is believed to have 
fled to Texas.

In addition to Dylan 
Arrington, the suspects 
have been identified as 
51-year-old Jerry Raynes, 
and Casey Grayson and 
Corey Harrison, both 22. 
Mr Raynes has a long his-
tory of escaping from jail 
facilities, including the 
Raymond Detention Center 
in 2021, according to local 
authorities.

The men were in custo-
dy on a variety of charges, 
primarily related to thefts. 
Mr Arrington was in custo-
dy on firearm and auto theft 
charges.

Residents of the area 
have been told to be on the 
look-out for the suspects as 
local, state and federal po-
lice conduct their manhunt.

In a Facebook post, au-

thorities in nearby Leake 
County asked residents to 
be “extremely cautious”, 
keep their doors locked and 
avoid having keys or weap-
ons in parked vehicles.

At a news conference 
earlier this week, Hinds 
County Sheriff Tyree Jones 
said that after the four were 
found missing on Sunday, 
jail authorities discov-
ered two “breaches” in the 
building, including one on 
the jail’s roof.

Authorities now believe 
that the suspects escaped to 
the jail’s roof on Saturday 
and left the facility at var-
ious times.

Jackson Police Chief 
James Davis said that Mr 
Harrington is now the prime 
suspect in the death of local 
man Anthony Watts, 61.

Mr Watts was shot and 
killed around 19:00 local 
time on Monday after pull-
ing over to help a man - now 

believed to be Mr Arrington 
- who had crashed a motor-
cycle. He was found dead at 
the scene and his vehicle, a 
red truck, remains missing.

In a Twitter post on 
Wednesday, Hinds County 
Sheriff Tyree Jones wrote 
that police had exchanged 
gunfire with a barricaded 
suspect believed to be Mr 
Arrington in the town of 
Carthage.

The Sheriff’s Office in 
Leake County - where Car-
thage is located - later an-
nounced that a police inves-
tigator was shot in the leg 
during the incident. He was 
taken to hospital where he 
was stabilised.

Following the roughly 
two-hour stand-off, an “un-
identified deceased person” 
was found in the home, 
which had caught fire. It is 
not yet known if the dead 
person is Mr Arrington.

Another suspect, Jerry 

Raynes, is believed to have 
stolen a government public 
works vehicle which was 
later found near Houston, 
Texas.

Police have released 
surveillance footage show-
ing Mr Raynes at a petrol 
station in Spring Valley, 
Texas, just outside of Hous-
ton.

In July, a federal judge 
seized control of the Ray-
mond Detention Center, 
citing “severely deficient” 
conditions and a “stun-
ning array” of assaults and 
deaths among detainees.

A public safety con-
sultant was appointed as a 
“receiver” by the judge in 
October, with 120 days to 
devise a plan to improve 
conditions.

The judge’s order was 
stayed by an appeals court 
in December after local of-
ficials asked for the move 
to be reconsidered.

Manhunt under way after 
deadly Mississippi jail break

From left to right: Dylan Arrington, Corey Harrison, Jerry Raynes and Casey Grayson.
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BBC - Fighting is con-
tinuing in parts of Sudan 
despite a 72-hour ceasefire 
largely holding.

Speaking via phone 
from Omdurman, the city 
adjoining the capital Khar-
toum, the BBC’s Mohamed 
Osman says fighting broke 
out near TV and radio build-
ings.

There is no fuel and a 
lack of doctors, and people 
are struggling to access food 
and money, our correspon-
dent adds.

Sudan’s army chief has 
reportedly approved ex-
tending the ceasefire - due 
to expire on Friday - for 72 
hours.

Gen Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan gave initial ap-
proval to the proposal from 
the regional African bloc In-
tergovernmental Authority 
on Development, Reuters 
news agency reports.

The proposal suggests 
sending envoys from the 
Sudanese army and rival 
group Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) to Juba in South Su-
dan to discuss the details.

The current ceasefire 
began at midnight local time 
(22:00 GMT) on Monday 
bringing a pause to a con-
flict which erupted on 15 
April amid a power struggle 
between the leaders of the 
army and the RSF.

People in Khartoum and 
Omdurman are finding it 
difficult to find clean water 

and food and access to cash, 
our correspondent says.

Explosions and gun-
fire could still be heard 
on Wednesday, with war-
planes in the air, although it 
was quieter than before the 
ceasefire and the situation 
was good enough for evac-
uations to continue.

Our correspondent says 
he and his family find it dif-
ficult to sleep because of the 
explosions and shooting.

Gangs have also been 
looting homes and emp-
ty buildings, targeting cars 
and vehicles, he adds. Local 
people fear what will hap-
pen after the ceasefire ends.

Both sides still man 
checkpoints but these are 
fewer in number as some 
troops have withdrawn to 
other areas.

The warring factions 
both claim to control im-
portant places like airports 

and army headquarters. 
There is no internet access 
and phone lines are poor.

At least 459 people have 
been killed since the fight-
ing broke out though the ac-
tual number is thought to be 
much higher.

Earlier the World Health 
Organization said it expect-
ed “many more” deaths due 
to disease, a lack of access 
to food and water and dis-
ruption to health facilities.

Several countries have 
evacuated their nationals 
since the ceasefire took 
hold.

A boat evacuating more 
than 1,600 people from doz-
ens of countries arrived in 
Saudi Arabia on Wednes-
day and both Germany and 
France say all their citizens 
have now left the country.

The first flight bringing 
British national home land-
ed at Stansted on Wednes-

day, via Larnaca in Cyprus.
Some 536 British na-

tionals have been evacuated 
from Sudan on six flights, 
the Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development 
Office said.

The chairman of the Ni-
gerians in Diaspora Com-
mission confirmed to the 
BBC that evacuations of 
stranded Nigerian students 
in Sudan had started.

It is thought there could 
be up to 5,000 Nigerians liv-
ing in Sudan, and that 3,500 
of them are students.

However, a UK-born 
student in Sudan said she 
did not have enough petrol 
to get to rescue flights.

Samar Eltayeb, 20, from 
Birmingham, has been shel-
tering with a relative outside 
Khartoum since fighting be-
gan.

The third-year medical 

Sudan crisis: Fighting 
flares up despite ceasefire

People gather in Khartoum on Wednesday.

cont’d on pg 17
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By George Wright
A Ukrainian journalist 

working as a fixer for Italy’s 
La Repubblica newspaper 
has been shot dead by snip-
ers in Ukraine.

Bogdan Bitik was work-
ing with Italian reporter 
Corrado Zunino, who was 
wounded, when they were 
ambushed by suspected Rus-
sian snipers in the Kherson 
region, the newspaper said.

Both were wearing bul-
letproof vests with “Press” 
written on them, it added.

Russia says it has an-
nexed Kherson despite only 
controlling some of it.

The reporters were tar-
geted near the Antonivskyi 
bridge across the Dnipro riv-
er near the Ukrainian-held 
city of Kherson, which sits 
on the river’s west bank.

Russian troops de-
stroyed the bridge when they 
withdrew across the river 
from the city in November. 
Ukrainian forces are now 
reported to have set up po-
sitions on the eastern bank 
nearby.

The reporters had passed 
three checkpoints and the 
Ukrainian military had let 
them through “without prob-
lem”, Zunino said in a tele-
phone conversation with his 
newspaper.

He then heard a “hiss” 
and saw his colleague life-
less on the ground.

“We were hit. I saw Bog-
dan on the ground, he wasn’t 
moving,” he said

“I crawled until I got out 
of the line of fire. I ran un-
til I came across a civilian’s 
car. I was covered in blood. 
I tried several times to call 

Bogdan, he didn’t answer.”
Zunino is being treated 

in hospital in Kherson.
Bitik “unfortunately did 

not make it”, the newspaper 
wrote, adding that he leaves 
behind his wife and a son.

“He was a great friend of 
mine, the pain is excruciat-
ing,” Zunino said.

The newspaper said it 
was proving difficult to re-
cover Bitik’s body because 
of Russian snipers.

Ukrainian Foreign Min-
ister Dmytro Kuleba told 
Italian media that the Rus-
sians were responsible for 

the killing.
“Russians don’t care if 

you’re Russian, Italian or 
Ukrainian, they just shoot,” 
he said.

Moscow did not imme-
diately comment.

Before this death was 
announced, Reporters With-
out Borders (RSF) said eight 
reporters had been killed and 
19 injured in Ukraine since 
Russia›s full-scale invasion 
last year.

Crossing the Dnipro 
river could be significant in 
future offensives. Ukraine’s 
military has for some time 
publicly spoken about 
preparations for a major 
counter-offensive, without 
specifying where and when 
it could be launched.

Until now, all of the 
Kherson region on the east 
bank of the Dnipro has been 
under Russian control, with 
the wide river serving as a 
natural barrier.

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin visited Mos-
cow-controlled parts of 
Kherson last week.

Ukraine war: Sniper kills fixer and 
wounds Italian reporter in Ukraine

Italian reporter Corrado Zunino was wounded.

student at Sudan’s National Univer-
sity has been waiting to be evacuated 
to join her parents and siblings in the 
UK.

“We have have no gas, and the 
petrol stations are empty,” Ms Eltayeb 
said. 

“There’ll be constant flights within 
the next few days, but if I can’t find 
gas to get there, then I’m stuck.”

Buses carrying evacuees are con-
tinuing to leave Khartoum despite 

soaring prices of fuel and bus tickets.
Meanwhile, former Sudanese poli-

tician Ahmed Haroun said that he and 
other former officials are no longer in 
jail.

Reports emerged this week of a 
prison break at Kober in Khartoum- 
where Ahmed Haroun was serving a 
sentence alongside Omar al-Bashir, 
Sudan’s former president.

The Sudanese army said Bashir 
was moved from the prison to a mili-
tary hospital before the fighting erupt-

ed.
Both Bashir and Haroun are facing 

charges by the International Crimi-
nal Court for their alleged role in the 
atrocities in the western Sudanese re-
gion of Darfur.

On Tuesday, Haroun confirmed in 
a statement aired on Sudan’s Tayba 
TV that he and other Bashir loyalists 
who served under him had left the jail 
- but said he would be ready to appear 
before the judiciary whenever it was 
functioning.

cont’d from pg 16
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CAPE TOWN (Reuters) 
- Test batsman Zubayr Ham-
za is to return to internation-
al cricket in June following 
a doping suspension after 
being chosen for the South 
Africa A squad to tour Sri 
Lanka.

Hamza, who have 
played six tests for South 
Africa and a single One Day 
International, was handed a 
nine-month suspension last 
year after testing positive for 
a banned substance.

Hamza had intended to 
take his own anti-allergy 
medication, but accidental-
ly ingested his father’s heart 
medication that contained 
the banned substance Fu-
rosemide, according to his 
submission to the ICC’s In-
tegrity Unit.

The suspension ended in 
December after which Ham-
za has played in four first 
class matches in South Af-
rican domestic competition.

The squad includes eight 
test players and will take on 
Sri Lanka A in three ODIs 
in Kandy and two four-day 
matches in Dambulla.

Meanwhile, India re-
called middle-order bats-
man Ajinkya Rahane for the 
World Test Championship 
(WTC) final against Austra-
lia at the Oval in June.

Former vice-captain Ra-
hane played the last of his 

82 tests in January 2022, 
but has been in impressive 
form in the ongoing Indian 
Premier League Twenty20 
tournament.

With Shreyas Iyer side-
lined due to a back injury 
which required surgery, In-
dia have gone back to Rah-
ane, who averages 49.44 in 
tests with 12 centuries to his 
name.

KS Bharat retained his 
place behind the stumps with 
first-choice wicketkeeper 
Rishabh Pant continuing his 
recovery from a car crash in 

December.
India will also be with-

out pace spearhead Jasprit 
Bumrah, who is completing 
his rehabilitation after un-
dergoing a back operation 
last month.

Captain Rohit Shar-
ma’s 15-member squad in-
cludes six specialist batters 
and three spin all-rounders 
- Ravichandran Ashwin, 
Ravindra Jadeja and Axar 
Patel.

India reached the final of 
the inaugural WTC in June 
2021, but lost by eight wick-

ets to New Zealand in a rain-
hit contest in Southampton. 
Australia announced their 
squad for the 7th to 11th 
June contest earlier this 
month.

India squad: Rohit Shar-
ma (captain), Shubman Gill, 
Cheteshwar Pujara, Virat 
Kohli, Ajinkya Rahane, KL 
Rahul, KS Bharat (wicket-
keeper), Ravichandran Ash-
win, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar 
Patel, Shardul Thakur, Mo-
hammed Shami, Moham-
med Siraj, Umesh Yadav 
and Jaydev Unadkat.

South Africa’s Test batsman Zubayr Hamza is to return to international cricket in June following a 
doping suspension. (Reuters)

South African test 
batsman Hamza back 

after doping suspension
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TN Kirnon and reigning champi-
ons Golden Grove recorded wins to 
keep their unbeaten run intact in the 
latest round of matches in the Prima-
ry School Cup football competition.

TN Kirnon Primary notched up 
their third win in as many outings 
by pulling off a 3-0 victory against 
Gospel Light Elementary at the TN 
Kirnon School’s playing field to 
remain the only unbeaten team in 
Group C.

Cedar Grove Primary secured 
their second win in four matches by 
recording a 3-0 victory against Wil-
likies Primary in the same group.

But the other two Group C match-
es ended in draws. Pigotts and Par-
ham primary fought to a nil-nil draw 
while Villa Primary and Pares Prima-

ry also played to a goalless draw at 
the Rising Sun Grounds.

Golden Grove continued their 
dominance in Group A as they 
notched up their fourth win in four 
matches by beating last year’s losing 
finalists Five Islands Primary 3-0 at 
the Golden Grove playing field. It 
was the third loss in four matches for 
Five Islands Primary. 

Jennings Primary also kept their 
unbeaten record intact in Group A 
by recording their third win in four 
matches with a 2-1 victory against 
Olivia David Primary.

But the Group A match between 
Urlings Primary and the Foundation 
Mixed School will be replayed while 
the encounter between Old Road and 
Greenbay was postponed.

Potters Primary hammered the 
combined Freetown/Newfield prima-
ry schools 8-0 at the Liberta playing 
field to claim their fourth win in as 
many matches in Group B.

But Liberta Primary’s three-
match unbeaten run was ended by a 
5-2 loss against the JT Ambrose Pri-
mary, who maintained their perfect 
record with their third win in as many 
matches.

Freemans Village notched up 
their third win in four matches with 
a 5-1 drubbing of St Peter’s Primary.

The two bottom teams in Group 
B, Cobbs Cross and Sea View Farm 
primary, are still searching for their 
first win. Both teams who had lost 
their previous three matches, battled 
to a 5-5 draw in their latest encounter.

TN Kirnon Primary (orange and black uniform) remain unbeaten after the latest round of matches in the Primary School Cup Foot-
ball Championship. (Photo by Elwin Francis)

TN Kirnon and Golden Grove stay 
unbeaten in Primary School Cup
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Antigua and Barbu-
da suffered a 37-run loss 
to Nevis in their Senior 
Leeward Islands Cricket 
Board’s (LICB) Women’s 
50-Overs Championship 
match at the Elquemedo 
Willett Park in Nevis on 
Tuesday.

Nevis won the toss and 
opted to bat, making 206 
all out in 48.4 overs. Open-
er Melicia Clarke hit a half 
century, topscoring with 80 
off 85 balls with 10 fours.

Clarke shared a sec-

ond wicket century stand 
of 129 runs with Arsheena 
Freeman, who struck 37 off 
109 balls with three fours. 

Opener Davonique 
Maynard with 18 and Mar-
tha Dookhan , who made 
17 not out, were the only 
other Nevisians to reach 
double figures. There was 
a contribution of 40 extras, 
including 26 wides.

Off-spinner Jenisen 
Richards captured four 
wickets for 38 runs in her 
10 overs and Kimberly An-

thony claimed three wick-
ets for 28 runs in eight 
overs.

In reply, Antigua and 
Barbuda lost wickets 
steadily throughout their 
innings and were all out for 
169 in 38.2 overs. Wick-
etkeeper/batsman Terez 
Parker hit an unbeaten half 
century as she topscored 
with 80 not out off 110 
balls with 12 fours.

Antigua and Barbu-
da were reduced to 94 for 
nine, but Parker shared a 

75-run last wicket partner-
ship with number 11 bat-
ter Danesia Wilson, who 
made 14. There was also a 
contribution of 50 extras, 
including 46 wides, to the 
Antigua and Barbuda total.

Rozel Liburd snapped 
up five for 39 in her quo-
ta of 10 overs, Dookhan 
picked up two for 30 and 
Clarke captured two for 38.

It was the second win 
in as many matches for the 
Nevisians while it was the 
first loss suffered by Anti-
gua and Barbuda after win-
ning their opening encoun-
ter against St Kitts by 224 
runs at Conaree in St Kitts 
on Sunday.

The three teams will be 
contesting a T20 compe-
tition, which commenced 
yesterday, from 26th to 
28th April.

The Golden Eagles then secured their 
second win of the tournament, reaching 
their 72-run victory target for the loss of 
five wickets with 6.3 overs to spare.

Opener Kevin Pitman topscored with 
21, Sadique Henry made 15 and Shacoy 
Floyde chipped in with 12, while Winston 
Nelson claimed two wickets for 14 runs.

The Golden Eagles finished in the cel-
lar position at the end of the preliminaries 
with two wins and five losses, while the 
Tigers ended in sixth place with a record 
of three wins and four defeats.

In today’s (Thursday) semi-finals, 
Empire Nation will face Pigotts Crushers 
at 4:30 pm and Liberta Black Hawks will 
take on Bolans Blasters at 8:30 pm.

cont’d from pg 22

The Nevis Team which defeated Antigua and Barbuda in their LICB Women’s 50-Overs Championship match at the Elquemedo 
Willett Park in Nevis on Tuesday, 25th April, 2023. (Photo courtesy LICB)

Antigua lose to Nevis in LICB 
50-Over women’s contest
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Bolans Blasters snatched the last 
qualifying spot into the semi-finals of 
the Cool and Smooth T20 Explosion 
on Tuesday night.

The Blasters booked their spot 
into the semis by snatching a 15-run 
win over the New Winthorpes Lions 
in the last match of the preliminaries. 
It was the first game of a double head-
er at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium.

Sent in to bat first after losing the 
toss, Bolans Blasters made 105 for 
four off their allotted 20 overs with 
Captain Kerry Mentore hitting a top 
score of 34 off 52 balls.

Orlando Peters made 22 off 27 
balls and Gavin Williams also hit a 
quick-fire 22 off 12 balls with two 
fours and two sixes. Michael Palmer 
captured two wickets for 13 runs.

Chasing 106 to win, New Win-
thorpes fell short as the Lions could 
only muster 90 for nine off their 20 
overs, hence were eliminated from 
reaching the semi-finals of the tour-
nament with a record of three wins 
and four losses in their seven prelim-
inary round matches.

Bartlette Henry with a top score 
of 18 and Ian Eusebe, who was not 
out on 10, were the only two Lions 
batsmen to reach double figures. Mi-
chael Harilall grabbed two wickets 
for seven runs in his four overs, Mor-
ton Browne took two for 12 and pacer 
Taiem Tonge captured two for 13.

The Blasters became the third 
team to qualify for the semi-finals 
with identical records of four wins 
and three losses as they finished in 

fourth place at the end of the eight-
team round robin preliminaries. 

Sharing identical records with the 
Blasters at the end of the preliminar-
ies are Empire Nation, who finished 
second and Pigotts Crushers in third. 

The other qualifiers, reigning 
champions Liberta Black Hawks, 
took the top seed into the semi-finals 
by topping the preliminaries with six 
wins from their quota of seven match-
es.

But Jennings Tigers, the only team 
to beat the Black Hawks, missed out 
on a semi-finals berth after suffering 
a five-wicket loss to bottom team Ca-
ribbean Union Bank (CUB) Bethesda 

Golden Eagles in the last preliminary 
round encounter on Tuesday.

Jennings Tigers were bundled out 
for just 71 runs in their 20 overs af-
ter winning the toss and electing to 
bat. Glenton Williams with a run-a-
ball 18 and Paul Miller with 13 were 
the only two Tigers batsmen to reach 
double figures.

The veteran and former Lee-
ward Islands leg-spinner Anthony “I 
Roots” Martin capped a fine bowling 
display throughout the tournament by 
grabbing three wickets for 10 runs in 
his four overs. Mekali Tonge gave 
good support by capturing two for 14.

The Bolans Blasters celebrate reaching the semis after beating the New Winthorpes 
Lions in their last preliminary round encounter in the Cool and Smooth T20 Explosion 
at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium on Tuesday, 25th April, 2023. (CST20)

Blasters grab last spot   
in semis of T20 Explosion
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