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Story on Page 2

The fifth edition of the ‘Play to Inspire’ concert which has become a major event on the social calendar of Antigua and Barbuda 
takes place this Saturday, at the St. John’s Pentecostal House of Restoration. On Tuesday, accompanied by the Antigua and Bar-
buda High Commission to the UK, Karen-Mae Hill, the visiting performers paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister Gaston Browne. 
Story on page 6.
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Local News

The government is com-
mitting to continue proving 
specialized care for cancer 
patients beyond the pro-
posed closure of the Cancer 
Centre of the Eastern Carib-
bean located on lands adja-
cent to the Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Centre.

Health Minister Sir 
Molwyn Joseph addressed 
parliament on Tuesday on 
this matter as he sought to 
reassure the country that the 
closure of the centre will not 
bring an end to the care that 
patients currently receive at 
the facility.

He read from a letter 
sent to both Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne and himself 
from the principal owner of 
the Cancer Centre, Dr. Con-
ville S. Browne who lives in 
the Bahamas. In the letter, 
the owner notified the gov-

ernment of his intention to 
close the Cancer Centre at 
the end of the month (effec-
tive Friday 28 April 2023, 
the last working day of the 
month).

In the letter dated March 
20, 2023, he noted that 
whilst supporting the Can-
cer Centre for the past four-
teen years, regrettably, he 
has to bring the operations 
to an end. He blamed what 
he termed the ‘sub-optimal 
performance’ support sys-
tem of the Cancer Centre 
since its inception for the 
closure of the facility. 

 “The clinical operations 
for the Cancer Centre will 
be effectively suspended or 
terminated. In light of this, 
and effective immediately, 
no further patients will be 
accepted for treatment es-
pecially if their anticipated 

prescribed course of care 
may extend beyond Fri-
day 28 April 2023. I have 
been unsuccessful in the 
search for a strategic part-
ner or partners or even a 
new owner that can ensure 
the further development and 
sustainability of the centre 
as it has and was intend-
ed; to provide life-saving 
medical services inclusive 
of cancer and cardiac care, 
the two biggest killers in the 
OECS,” the letter stated.

According to the letter, 
the owners are still hopeful 
of finding a buyer for the 
Medical Pavilion, which 
houses the Cancer Centre 

and Cardiac Care unit. It 
sets the proposed sale price 
at US$15 million. The letter 
added that if the business is 
not sold by the end of this 
month then liquidation pro-
ceedings will likely follow.

Sir Molwyn revealed 
that the government started 
having discussions on this 
very possibility as much as 
a year ago when it became 
clear that the absence of 
profitability may at some 
point force the owners to 
cease their operations here. 
“When that business model 
was developed, it was antic-
ipated that the Cancer Cen-
tre would have been able to 
get business from the other 
OECS countries hence the 
name Eastern Caribbean 
Cancer Centre. What trans-
pired is that the other OECS 
countries did not fully sup-
port the cancer centre and 
when they did, it was just 
marginal, not enough to 
make it a sustainable busi-

Government commits to 
the care of cancer patients 

Health Minister Sir Molwyn Joseph

cont’d on pg 3
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Local News
Persons from West Af-

rican nations and others 
who arrived in Antigua and 
Barbuda between Novem-
ber and December last year, 
and who remained after the 
suspension of the air-bridge 
flights, can now legally 
work in the country with-
out the need to pay for work 
permits.

The government has 

now made it possible for 
these migrants to seek jobs 
and apply for work permits 
without having to pay the 
requisite fees. 

This move brings the 
West Africans, most of 
whom are fleeing war and 
violence in their native 
Cameroon, in line with 
CARICOM and Domini-
can Republic nationals who 

were recently granted this 
opportunity.

The move to make it 
possible for the West Af-
ricans to find work in the 
country followed the publi-
cation of a report, compiled 
by two United Nations agen-
cies that conducted a series 
of interviews within the last 
two and a half weeks.

Nearly half of those in-

terviewed indicated they 
had tertiary education and 
desired to find work in the 
country.

Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne has publicly stated 
that his government is very 
open to doing whatever is 
possible for the West Afri-
cans and other migrants, to 
be properly assimilated into 
the community.

Some twenty-four domestic 
workers have completed a ten-week 
training course, a joint undertaking of 
the Antigua Trades and Labour Union 
(AT&LU) and the Antigua and Bar-
buda Hospitality Training Institute 
(ABHTI).

AT&LU General Secretary, Alrick 
Daniel, said the course forms part of 
the union’s commitment to empower-
ing all workers in the country, by pro-
viding specialized training in critical 
areas.

He said the union approached the 
ABHTI,  indicating that it needed to 
train a group of domestic workers and 
the institute then designed the course 
specifically for their benefit.

The course was conducted by tu-

tors at ABHTI under five modules: 
Human Resources/Self-Management, 
Accommodations, Workplace Safety, 
Quality Customer Care, and Basic 
Computer Skills.

The two-hour classes were held 
three days each week.

Daniel added that beyond this 
course for domestic workers, the 
union is encouraging workers who 
are interested in industrial relations 
to come forward to be trained in this 
critical area.

Additionally, the union plans to 
hold discussions with the Univer-
sity of the West Indies Five Islands 
Campus to explore the possibility of 
designing specialized courses for its 
members. 

No work permit fees for West African migrants 

Domestic workers complete 
a 10-week training course

AT&LU General Secretary, Alrick Daniel

ness,” he revealed.
According to the minis-

ter, some in the community 
are making this develop-
ment as a way of suggest-
ing that the government 
does not care about cancer 
patients. “There has been 
some unnecessary alarm 
that has been injected into 
the community as if to say 

the government has aban-
doned the patients. I want 
to make it clear, that is not 
only false, it is also mali-
cious,” he declared.

He noted that there is 
no evidence to suggest that 
the government has not al-
ready found the resources to 
send these patients overseas 
for continued cancer care. 
Some he noted, have opted 

to travel to the Bahamas and 
there is even one case of an 
individual who will travel to 
Suriname for treatment. 

Sir Molwyn disclosed 
that the country has already 
paid over $9 million to the 
Cancer Centre to pay for ev-
ery cancer patient request-
ing care. This he added, is 
done without consideration 
of a person’s political affil-

iation. “Cancer care should 
not be a political matter. 
Everyone needing care re-
ceives it; this has been the 
policy of the government,” 
he reiterated.

The minister revealed 
that the government already 
has plans in place to deal 
with the closure of the Can-
cer Centre. These plans are 
to be made public later.

cont’d from pg 2
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With the Coronation of 
the British Monarch less 
than a month away, Gov-
ernment House is honor-
ing Their Majesties King 
Charles III and Queen Ca-
milla with the opening of a 
Book of Congratulations.

The event took place 
on Tuesday at Govern-
ment House where Gov-
ernor General Sir Rodney 
Williams was the first to 
append his signature. The 
Coronation Ceremony is 
set for May 6, 2023, in 
London.  

“The Governor Gen-
eral, His Excellency Sir 
Rodney Williams com-
menced the collection of 
messages to Their Majes-
ties. Lady Williams, previ-
ous Governors General of 
Antigua and Barbuda, and 
the British Resident Com-
missioner also added their 
messages,” a statement 
from Government House 
revealed.

Special arrangements 
have been made for the 
Prime Minister, Gaston 
Browne, and members 

of the Cabinet to express 
congratulations this morn-
ing (Wednesday, April 19) 

with the Leader of the Op-
position, Jamale Pringle, 
and other opposition par-
liamentarians scheduled 
for this afternoon. 

 Members of the Dip-
lomatic Corps and senior 
civil servants are slated to 
sign the Book on Thursday 
with members of the pub-
lic getting an opportunity 
on Friday. 

The following sched-
ule is provided to facilitate 
this process:

Tuesday April 18, 2023
Official Opening of the 

Book of Congratulations 
for Their Majesties King 
Charles III and Queen Ca-
milla  

Wednesday April 19, 
2023

9 am - 12 noon  - The 
Members of Cabinet

2 pm - 4 pm        - The 
Leader of the Opposition 

Members of Parliament 
Thursday April 20, 

2023  
9 am - 12 noon    - 

Members of the Diplomat-

Local News
Official Book of Congratulations 
opened at Government House 

cont’d on pg 5
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Local News

The event closing the 
formal relationship be-
tween the Gilbert Agri-
culture Rural Develop-
ment Centre (GARDC) 
as the local contractor to 
the IICA-CBF EbA Facil-
ity funded project entitled 
Strengthening Coastal and 
Marine Climate Resilience 
through Upland and Coastal 
Ecosystem Based Adapta-
tion (EbA) and Community 
Engagement, was fulfill-
ing as it was inspiring. The 
event was also used to mark 
the achievements of an ex-
tremely important aspect 
of the project – the official 
launch of the vetiver-based 
green businesses.  

Gregg Rawlins ECS 
Representative marked the 
events as “extremely time-

ly and relevant as it pro-
vides a suitable space for 
us to recognize the critical 
partnerships that have been 
forged during the life of the 
project and launch the vet-
iver-based green business-
es, registered during the 
project. The event also pro-
vides a platform to show-
case the products produced 
from vetiver in the Exhibi-
tion-Mini-market, thereby 
demonstrating the poten-
tial of vetiver for pursuing 
green business opportuni-
ties”.

Newly appointed Min-
ister of Agriculture EP 
Chet Greene got the oppor-
tunity to participate in his 
first IICA-led action since 
his appointment in January 
2023. In his remarks he re-

called his colleague former 
Minister of Agriculture 
Samantha Marshall speak-
ing highly of this project 
during their Cabinet ses-
sions in 2021-2022. 

He expressed his sat-
isfaction in seeing the end 
products derived from 
the vetiver grass thus far, 
which creates a new niche 
market for agro-processors. 
He committed his support 
to GARDC and other proj-
ect beneficiaries in building 
their green business ven-
tures. 

“No project design or 
implementation is per-
fect, and this project was 
kicked off at the same time 
COVID-19 shut down the 

world for almost a full 12 
months in some Caribbean 
countries. 

“But the impact of 
disruptions and project 
imperfections are far out-
weighed, when there are 
persons willing and com-
mitted to look and work 
past the flaws to deliver on 
the results for the benefit 
of those who need the in-
tervention,” so emphasized 
Ms. Diana Francis, IICA 
Trinidad & Tobago Repre-
sentative and head of the 
EbA PMU. 

She indicated that the 
event serves two very in-
ter-connected purposes, to 
recognize the outstanding 
partnership of the GARDC 
as a project local counter-
part and to introduce and 
welcome into the green 
economy, entrepreneurship 
based on the nature-based 
solution promoted by the 
project, i.e., the vetiver 
grass. 

ic Corps
2 pm  - 4 pm       - Senior Public Ser-

vants
Friday April 21, 2023  - May 31, 

2023 ( Work Days)
Members of the General Public 

10 am - 12 pm 
01 pm - 03 pm
In Antigua and Barbuda’s system of 

Government, described as a constitution-
al monarchy, the nation’s Head of State 
is King Charles III and the monarch’s 
representative is the Governor General. 

cont’d from pg 4

Closing ceremony for Vetiver 
Green Business Project in Antigua
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The fifth edition of the ‘Play to 
Inspire’ concert which has become a 
major event on the social calendar of 
Antigua and Barbuda takes place this 
Saturday, at the St. John’s Pentecostal 
House of Restoration.

The concert is headlined by the 
members of the UK-based Kan-
neh-Mason family who have delighted 
audiences both at previous concerts 
and other performances across Anti-
gua and Barbuda.

On Tuesday, accompanied by the 
Antigua and Barbuda High Commis-
sion to the UK, Karen-Mae Hill, the 
visiting performers paid a courtesy call 
on Prime Minister Gaston Browne.

PM Browne thanked the Kan-
neh-Mason family for their assistance 
in helping to develop the musical skills 
of the country’s youth through the An-
tigua and Barbuda Youth Symphony 
Orchestra (ABYSO), which will also 
perform in Saturday’s concert.

“I’m very pleased with the prog-

ress of ABYSO and your efforts would 
have helped to build capacity, literally 
helping us to develop our youth. We 
all know that classical music adds to 
the quality of life,” he stated.

The country’s leader also ex-

pressed the view that exposure to mu-
sic at an early stage also helps young 
people in other areas of their develop-
ment and is also a determinant of their 
progress later in life.

The prime minister also gave a 
personal commitment to help take the 
programme to the next level of devel-
opment as this would only be of bene-
fit to the country as a whole.

Musicians arrive for special concert
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Loop - Over the next 
three months, the influx of 
Sargassum seaweed is likely 
to be severe in the Eastern 
Caribbean, though at differ-
ent volumes. 

This is according to 
the March 2023 Sargas-
sum Sub Regional Out-
look Bulletin published 
by the UWI Centre for 
Resource Management and 
Environment Studies, Cave 
Hill, Barbados.    

It says as forecast, most 
Eastern Caribbean islands 
have been seeing record 
amounts of sargassum in the 
first quarter of 2023, a peri-
od that is normally relative-
ly free of the seaweed.  

The outlook states the 
level of sargassum arriving 
now is already severe and is 
not expected to let up in the 

coming weeks. There is still 
twice as much (202 per cent 
more) sargassum visible out 
in the Atlantic as seen this 
time last year. 

According to the current 
outlook for mid-March to 
mid-April 2023, there will 
continue to be a marked dif-

ference between the islands 
of the Eastern Caribbean in 
the amount of sargassum 
they are likely to receive 
over the next three months.  

Northern and Middle 
islands will see a lot more 
sargassum than customary 
for these months, whilst 

Southern islands are expect-
ed to experience much less, 
although cloud cover in the 
current satellite image may 
be hiding some southern 
sargassum.  

Northern islands will 
continue to receive very 
high volumes of sargassum, 
with only a short lull at the 
end of April before the sum-
mer sargassum season.  

Middle islands are ex-
pected to receive fairly high 
volumes through mid-April, 
experience a lull at the end 
of April and then high vol-
umes going into summer, 
similar to last year. 

Southern islands can ex-
pect sargassum towards the 
end of March, remain clear 
during April and start to see 
sargassum again in May, but 
less than last year. 

Environment
Sargassum levels likely to be 
severe in Eastern Caribbean

Example of Sargassum landings (Photo credit: iStock).
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BBC - Netflix is shutting 
down the DVD rental ser-
vice that launched the firm 
25 years ago, one of a series 
of changes as the streaming 
giant enters a new era.

The company, which 
upended the television and 
movie industry as it moved 
from DVDs to online 
streaming, is now struggling 
to reignite growth.

As it tries to boost 
subscribers, the firm has 
cracked down on password 
sharing in some countries.

It plans to launch those 
measures more widely, in-
cluding in the US, by July.

In a bid to bring in au-
diences, the company also 
introduced an advertisement 
supported, less expensive 
streaming option last year 
and cut prices in 116 coun-
tries in the three months to 
March.

Despite the moves, the 
company added just 1.75 
million paid memberships 
in the January to March pe-
riod.

It also forecast weaker 
growth in the months ahead 
which was lower than many 
analysts had expected.

Paolo Pescatore, analyst 
at PP Foresight, called the 
performance “mixed”.

“The quarter raises more 
questions than answers,” he 
said.

California-based Netflix 
has come a long way since 
it started shipping DVDs to 

customers in 1998.
It launched its streaming 

service in 2007 and is now a 
global behemoth with more 
than 232 million subscribers 
around the world.

In the investor letter, 
Netflix described the DVD 
service, which will shut 
down in September, as the 
“booster rocket that got 
streaming to a leading posi-
tion”.

“We feel so privileged 
to have been able to share 
movie nights with our DVD 
members for so long, so 
proud of what our employ-
ees achieved and excited to 
continue pleasing entertain-
ment fans for many more 
decades to come,” the com-
pany said.

But despite its early 
lead,Netflix’s dominance of 
the streaming industry has 
started to erode as competi-

tion has intensified.
It shed more than 1 mil-

lion subscribers in the first 
six months of 2022.

Though it more than 
made up those losses later in 
the year, helped by subscrib-
er gains in Asia, the decline 
jolted the firm, pushing it to 
hunt for new ways to drive 
growth.

In a letter to investors, 
Netflix said it was pleased 
with how members have re-
sponded to changes that re-
quire people to pay to share 
passwords.

It warned investors to 
expect some cancellations 
as it expands those mea-
sures, but said: “Longer 
term, paid sharing will en-
sure a bigger revenue base 
from which we can grow as 
we improve our service”.

Netflix has estimated 
that more than 100 million 

households share passwords 
in breach of its official rules.

In Canada, where the 
changes were introduced in 
February, its paid member-
ship base is now larger and 
revenue growth has acceler-
ated, it said.

Overall revenue was 
up 3.7% year-on-year to 
$8.1bn. It reported $1.3bn 
in profit, down from nearly 
$1.6bn last year.

Paul Verna, principal an-
alyst at Insider Intelligence 
said the results showed Net-
flix’s paid password sharing 
program and ads business 
had hit “early speed bumps 
and even in the best-case 
scenario, will take a long 
time to scale [up]”.

“These are worrying 
signs for a business that, 
despite still being a market 
leader, is struggling to get 
its mojo back,” he said.

Business
Netflix ends DVD rentals 

as it faces new era
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Loop - The final curtain came 
down Sunday on New York’s produc-
tion of “The Phantom of the Opera,” 
ending Broadway’s longest-running 
show with thunderous standing ova-
tions, champagne toasts and gold and 
silver confetti bursting from its fa-
mous chandelier.

It was show No. 13,981 at the 
Majestic Theatre and it ended with a 
reprise of “The Music of the Night” 
performed by the current cast, previ-
ous actors in the show — including 
original star Sarah Brightman — and 
crew members in street clothes.

Andrew Lloyd Webber took to the 
stage last in a black suit and black tie 
and dedicated the final show to his 
son, Nick, who died last month after 
a protracted battle with gastric cancer 
and pneumonia. He was 43.

“When he was a little boy, he 
heard some of this music,” Lloyd 
Webber said. Brightman, holding his 
hand, agreed: “When Andrew was 
writing it, he was right there. So his 
son is with us. Nick, we love you very 
much.”

Producer Cameron Mackintosh 
gave some in the crowd hope they 
would see the Phantom again, and 
perhaps sooner than they think.

“The one question I keep getting 
asked again and again — will the 
Phantom return? Having been a pro-
ducer for over 55 years, I’ve seen all 
the great musicals return, and ‘Phan-
tom’ is one of the greatest,” he said. 
“So it’s only a matter of time.”

The musical — a fixture on Broad-
way since opening on Jan. 26, 1988 
— has weathered recessions, war, ter-
rorism and cultural shifts. But the pro-
longed pandemic may have been the 
last straw: It’s a costly musical to sus-
tain, with elaborate sets and costumes 
as well as a large cast and orchestra. 

The curtain call Sunday showed how 
out of step “Phantom” is with the rest 
of Broadway but also how glorious a 
big, splashy musical can be.

“If there ever was a bang, we’re 
going out with a bang. It’s going to be 
a great night,” said John Riddle just 
before dashing inside to play Raoul 
for the final time.

Based on a novel by Gaston Le-
roux, “Phantom” tells the story of a 
deformed composer who haunts the 
Paris Opera House and falls madly in 
love with an innocent young soprano, 
Christine. Webber’s lavish songs in-
clude “Masquerade,” “Angel of Mu-
sic” and “All I Ask of You.”

In addition to Riddle, the New 
York production said goodbye with 
Emilie Kouatchou as Christine and 
Laird Mackintosh stepping in for Ben 
Crawford as the Phantom. Crawford 
was unable to sing because of a bac-
terial infection but was cheered at the 
curtain call, stepping to the side of the 
stage. The Phantom waved him over 
to stand beside him, Riddle and Koua-
tchou.

There was a video presentation of 

many of the actors who had played 
key roles in the show over the years, 
and the orchestra seats were crowded 
with Christines, Raouls and Phan-
toms. The late director Hal Prince, 
choreographer Gillian Lynne and set 
and costume designer Maria Björnson 
were also honored.

Lin-Manuel Miranda attended, as 
did Glenn Close, who performed in 
two separate Broadway productions 
of Lloyd Webber’s “Sunset Boule-
vard.” Free champagne was offered 
at intermission and flutes of it were 
handed out onstage at the curtain call.

Riddle first saw “The Phantom of 
the Opera” in Toronto as a 4-year-old 
child. “It was the first musical I ever 
saw. I didn’t know what a musical 
was,” he said. “Now, 30-some odd 
years later, I’m closing the show on 
Broadway. So it’s incredible.”

Kouatchou, who became the first 
Black woman in the role in New York, 
didn’t think the show would ever stop. 
“I was like, ‘OK, I’m going to do my 
run, ‘Phantom’ is going to continue 
on and they’ll be more Christines of 

Entertainment
‘The Phantom of the Opera’   

closes on Broadway after 35 years

“The Phantom of the Opera” cast appear at the curtain call following the final Broad-
way performance at the Majestic Theatre on Sunday, April 16, 2023, in New York. 
(Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)

cont’d on pg 13



PAGE 13

WEDNESDAY 19TH APRIL 2023

Entertainment
color,’ “ she said. “But this 
is it.”

The first production 
opened in London in 1986 
and since then the show 
has been seen by more than 
145 million people in 183 
cities and performed in 17 
languages over 70,000 per-
formances. On Broadway 
alone, it has grossed more 
than $1.3 billion.

When “Phantom” 
opened in New York, “Die 
Hard” was in movie the-
aters, Adele was born, and 
floppy discs were at the cut-
ting edge of technology. A 
postage stamp cost 25 cents, 
and the year’s most popular 
songs were “Roll With It” 
by Steve Winwood, “Faith” 
by George Michael and 
Rick Astley’s “Never Gon-
na Give You Up.”

Critics were positive, 
with the New York Post 
calling it “a piece of im-
peccably crafted musical 
theater,” the Daily News 
describing it as “spectacu-
lar entertainment,” and The 
New York Times saying it 
“wants nothing more than 
to shower the audience with 
fantasy and fun.”

Lloyd Webber’s other 
musicals include “Cats,” 
“Jesus Christ Superstar,” 
“Evita,” “Sunset Boule-
vard” and “School of Rock.” 
The closing of “Phantom” 
means the composer is left 
with one show on Broad-
way, the critically mauled 
“Bad Cinderella.”

The closing of “Phan-
tom,” originally scheduled 
for February, was pushed 
to mid-April after a flood 

of revived interest and tick-
et sales that pushed week-
ly grosses past $3 million. 
The closing means the lon-
gest-running show crown 
now goes to “Chicago,” 
which started in 1996. “The 
Lion King” is next, hav-
ing begun performances in 
1997.

Broadway took a pound-
ing during the pandemic, 
with all theaters closed for 
more than 18 months. Some 
of the most popular shows 
— “Hamilton,” “The Lion 
King” and “Wicked” — 
rebounded well, but other 
shows have struggled.

Breaking even usual-
ly requires a steady stream 

of tourists, especially for 
“Phantom,” and visitors to 
the city haven’t returned to 
pre-pandemic levels. The 
pandemic also pushed up 
expenses for all shows, in-
cluding routine COVID-19 
testing and safety officers 
on staff. The Phantom 
became a poster boy for 
Broadway’s return — after 
all, he is partially masked.

Fans can always catch 
the Phantom elsewhere. The 
flagship London production 
celebrated its 36th anniver-
sary in October, and there 
are productions in Japan, 
Greece, Australia, Sweden, 
Italy, South Korea and the 
Czech Republic. One is 

about to open in Bucharest, 
and another will open in Vi-
enna in 2024.

Kouatchou, who walked 
the red carpet before the fi-
nal show in a hot pink cling-
ing gown with a sweetheart 
neckline and a cutout, said 
the bitterness was undercut 
by the big send-off. Most 
Broadway shows that close 
slink into the darkness un-
celebrated.

“It kind of sweetens it, 
right?” she said. “We get to 
celebrate at the end of this. 
We get to all come togeth-
er and drink and laugh and 
talk about the show and all 
the highs and lows. It’s end-
ing on a big note.”

cont’d from pg 12
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Regional News

Loop - Officers from the Royal Mont-
serrat Police Service’s Marine Unit rescued 
two brothers, who encountered difficulties 
while fishing off Montserrat, on Saturday.

According to police, the men were fish-
ing off Isles Bay Beach when their vessel 
started to drift into the sea.

The men attempted to reach the shore 
but strong winds made it difficult for the 
brothers to manually propel themselves 
back to land.

A team from the Marine Unit led by 

Captain Huggins successfully rescued the 
brothers who were met over two nautical 
miles from the beach on Saturday.

Police said on completion of the rescue 
Captain Jailall conducted a check on the 
vessel which the brothers used and found 
there to be no engine and or radio on the 
vessel. But he was pleased that both men 
had life jackets.

The marine unit advised fishermen and 
other seafarers to take precautions when go-
ing out to sea.

CMC - St Kitts and Nevis 
Prime Minister Dr Terrence 
Drew Tuesday said his gov-
ernment is continuing to 
monitor the situation in Haiti 
where the island’s Honorary 
Consul, Harold Marzouka Jr 
had been kidnapped over the 
last weekend.

Drew, who is in Trinidad 
and Tobago attending a two-
day regional symposium on 
violence as a public health 
issue, told the Caribbean Me-
dia Corporation (CMC) that “ 
we are continuing to receive 
information” regarding the 
abduction.

Last Saturday, heavi-
ly armed people kidnapped 
Marzouka Jr, who is also a 
businessman in Haiti where 
armed criminal gangs are en-
gaged in kidnapping for ran-
som.

“We are still gathering in-
formation and so far as we are 
concerned there has been no 
loss of life and we continue 
to work. But at this time, we 

are continuing to get informa-
tion,” he told CMC.

In an earlier statement, 
the government said it is 
“outraged by the kidnapping” 
of its Honorary Consul and 
his father and that “the Con-
sulate’s official vehicle was 
also seized.

“The Government of St 
Kitts and Nevis expresses 
outright condemnation of 
this and other cowardly acts 
which lawless agents in Haiti 

continue to indiscriminately 
utilise to terrorise Haitian cit-
izens and residents alike.

“The Government of 
St Kitts and Nevis is deeply 
concerned about the safety 
of Mr Marzouka and hope 
that he will be returned to his 
home and loved ones soon. 
It is the Government’s wish 
that the Marzouka family will 
find solace in the fact that the 
Government and people of 
Saint Kitts and Nevis stand 

in solidarity with them at this 
undoubtedly traumatic time,” 
the statement added.

It is calling on “those 
who are bent on committing 
these criminal and heinous 
undertakings to cease the vio-
lence,” reiterating “the appeal 
to “international partners for 
short term assistance to ad-
dress the security and human-
itarian crises” in the Caribbe-
an Community (CARICOM) 
country.

Members of the Royal Mont-
serrat Police Service’s Marine 
Unit rescuing two fishermen, 
who drifted out to sea on Sat-
urday.

Brothers rescued at 
sea near Montserrat

St Kitts & Nevis PM condemns 
abduction of honorary consul in Haiti

Prime Minister Dr Terrence Drew.
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Loop - When amend-
ments to the Sexual Offenc-
es Act are brought to the Ba-
hamian House of Assembly 
to criminalise marital rape, 
it will have the support of 
Minister of Works, Alfred 
Sears.

Sears gave the commit-
ment today while speaking 
with reporters at the Prime 
Minister’s Office.

“When the debate 
comes before Parliament, I 
can state as the Member of 
Parliament for Port Char-
lotte that I support the crim-
inalisation of rape in any 
circumstance,” he said.

The minister was 
pressed to give further com-
ment as some Parliamen-
tarians have been mixed in 
their response to amending 
the law to protect women 
from being sexually abused 

in their marriage.
Consultations on the 

amendments are currently 
taking place and it has split 
opinions from members 
of the public, particular-
ly among religious leaders 

who believe that rape can-
not occur between a hus-
band and wife.

An August 2022 court 
case, shed further light on 
the prevalence of marital 
rape when a woman claimed 

she was sexually abused by 
her now ex-husband during 
divorce proceedings.

Justice Denise Lew-
is-Johnson of the Bahamian 
Supreme Court said in her 
judgement the man’s al-
leged actions could not be 
considered rape.

“The court accepts that 
rape is a most heinous act of 
cruelty and a malicious vio-
lation of a person,” she said.

“However, on a strict 
reading of laws of The Ba-
hamas, there is no rape in 
marriage. Pursuant to Sec-
tion 3 of the Sexual Offenc-
es Act, the law does not al-
low for one spouse to rape 
the other. 

“In this place we inter-
pret existing laws and apply 
them; we cannot and must 
not succumb to the tempta-
tion to reform laws.”

Bahamas: Govt MP expresses support 
for criminalisation of marital rape

Minister of Works, Alfred Sears. Photo: PLP
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By Bernd Debusmann
Fox News has settled a 

defamation lawsuit from the 
voting machine company, 
Dominion, over its report-
ing of the 2020 presidential 
election.

In a last-minute settle-
ment before trial, the net-
work agreed to pay $787.5m 
(£644m) - about half the 
$1.6bn initially sought by 
Dominion.

Dominion argued its 
business was harmed by 
Fox spreading false claims 
the vote had been rigged 
against Donald Trump.

The deal spares Fox 
executives such as Rupert 
Murdoch from having to 
testify.

The judge in the case is 
not required to give his ap-
proval for the settlement.

In a statement, Fox said 
Tuesday’s settlement in one 
of the most anticipated def-
amation trials in recent US 
history reflected its “com-
mitment to the highest jour-
nalistic standards”.

The Fox statement add-
ed that the network “ac-
knowledges the court’s rul-
ings finding certain claims 
about Dominion to be false”.

Dominion chief execu-
tive John Poulos told a press 
conference the deal includ-
ed Fox “admitting to tell-
ing lies, causing enormous 
damage to my company”.

Justin Nelson, a Domin-
ion attorney, told reporters 
that “the truth matters”.

“Lies have consequenc-
es,” he added. “Over two 
years ago a torrent of lies 
swept Dominion and elec-
tion officials across Amer-
ica into an alternative uni-
verse of conspiracy theories, 
causing grievous harm to 
Dominion and the country.”

Mr Nelson added that 
for “democracy to endure”, 
Americans must “share a 
commitment to facts”.

Opening arguments in 
the case had been due to 
start on Tuesday afternoon.

The announcement of 
a settlement came after an 
unexplained delay of sev-
eral hours once jury selec-
tion had finished, prompt-
ing speculation that talks 
were underway behind the 
scenes.

On Monday, Delaware 
Superior Court Judge Eric 
Davis announced that the 
start of the trial would be 

delayed by 24 hours.
Although he gave no 

reason, US media reported 
that it was to give both sides 
an opportunity to reach a 
settlement.

On Tuesday morning, 
however, both sides ap-
peared to be digging in for a 
lengthy trial.

Attorneys for Fox had 
repeatedly objected to the 
$1.6bn in damages sought 
by Colorado-based Domin-
ion, characterising the fig-
ure as massively inflated.

The “real cost” of the 
case, Fox said, would be the 
“cherished” rights to free-
dom of speech and of the 
press enshrined in the First 
Amendment of the US Con-
stitution.

Dominion’s lawsuit ar-
gued that the conservative 
network had sullied the 
electronic voting company’s 
reputation by airing false-

hoods about the 2020 vote 
being stolen from former 
President Trump.

The lawsuit claimed that 
the false claims were partly 
an effort to win over view-
ers angry by Fox’s decision 
to - correctly - call the cru-
cial electoral state of Arizo-
na in favour of Mr Trump’s 
then-challenger, Joe Biden.

Two of the Fox execu-
tives responsible for the Ar-
izona decision lost their jobs 
two months later.

Legal findings released 
ahead of the trial suggested 
that a number of Fox execu-
tives and journalists private-
ly questioned and dismissed 
conspiracy claims that the 
2020 presidential election 
was stolen, but still put them 
on air.

Court documents show 
that Mr Murdoch referred to 
the claims about Dominion 
as “really crazy”, but failed 

Fox News settles Dominion 
defamation case for $787.5m

Fox chairman Rupert Murdoch (left, with son Lachlan).

cont’d on pg 17
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to take any action.
In one series of text messages, 

top-rated host Tucker Carlson said 
some of the claims were “insane”. 
Another host, Sean Hannity, said pri-
vately he did not believe them “for one 
second”.

Fox has said the words were taken 
out of context.

Ahead of the trial, Judge Davis 
ruled that the claims against Dominion 
had already been proven false, empha-
sising that the falsehoods were “crys-
tal clear”.

Had the trial gone on, jurors would 
have been tasked only with determin-
ing whether Fox News acted with “ac-

tual malice” by broadcasting claims it 
knew to be false.

Despite the mammoth pay-out, 
some legal experts believe the settle-
ment was overall a positive outcome 
for the network.

Syracuse University professor and 
First Amendment expert Roy Gutter-
man said: “Looking down the line at 
a six-week trial, this was going to be 
gruelling for everyone involved and 
likely embarrassing for Fox.

“But a verdict against Fox could 
have been even costlier, and had se-
rious implications on subsequent rul-
ings on the actual malice standard and 
the First Amendment itself.”

Civil litigation attorney Michelle 

Simpson Tuegel told the BBC that 
the settlement “speaks to the massive 
threat Fox saw from this litigation”.

“The reputational harm of having 
executives, including chairman Ru-
pert Murdoch, and hosts take the stand 
seems to have moved the parties to-
wards a resolution,” Ms Tuegel added.

Fox still faces a second, simi-
lar defamation lawsuit from another 
election technology firm, Smartmatic, 
which is seeking $2.7bn.

Dominion still has legislation 
pending against two conservative 
news networks, OAN and Newsmax.

The company has also sued Trump 
allies such as Rudy Giuliani, Sidney 
Powell and Mike Lindell.

BBC - Eleven Indone-
sian fishermen have been 
rescued after surviving for 
six days without food or wa-
ter on a tiny island off Aus-
tralia’s coast.

The Australian Mari-
time Safety Authority said 
they were airlifted to safety 
on Monday from Bedwell 
Island, some 330km (205 
miles) west of the town of 
Broome in Western Austra-
lia.

But nine others are 
feared dead.

The survivors said their 
two boats were hit by the 
powerful Tropical Cyclone 
Ilsa last week, sinking one 
boat.

Nine of the 10 crew 
members on that vessel are 
still missing.

The sole survivor is re-
ported to have been in the 
ocean for hours, clinging 
onto a jerry can, before be-

ing picked up by the fish-
ermen from the other boat, 
the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC) report-
ed.

That boat was pictured 
washed ashore on the small 
Bedwell Island.

The surviving fishermen 
were eventually spotted by 
an Australian Border Force 

aircraft, and evacuated by a 
rescue helicopter to Broome, 
where they are being treated 
in hospital.

They are “all reported 
to be in good health despite 
their ordeal”, a Border Force 
spokesperson said, as quot-
ed by the ABC, adding that 
the government was now 
working to “repatriate the 

group as soon as practical”.
Cyclone Ilsa, the stron-

gest storm in the region in 
about 14 years, hit Western 
Australia last week - but it 
spared populated areas from 
major damage.

Bedwell island lies near 
the Rowley Shoals - a series 
of coral reefs off Western 
Australia’s coast.

cont’d from pg 16

Stranded Indonesian fishermen 
rescued after six days without food

One of the two fishing boats was washed ashore on Bedwell Island.
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By George Wright
A man has been charged 

with second-degree murder 
in the US after he allegedly 
shot and killed a 20-year-
old woman as the car she 
was in mistakenly drove up 
the man’s driveway.

Kaylin Gillis was with 
three other people in New 
York state on Saturday.

They accidentally drove 
into the driveway of Kevin 
Monahan in the town of He-
bron, police say.

As the driver was leav-
ing, Mr Monahan, 65, al-
legedly opened fire on the 
vehicle, hitting Ms Gillis.

“This is a very sad case 
of some young adults who 
were looking for a friend’s 
house and ended up at this 
man’s house who decided 
to come out with a firearm 
and discharge it,” Washing-
ton Country Sheriff Jeffrey 
Murphy told a news confer-
ence.

The area is rural, and 
the driveways are poorly lit 
at night. None of the group 
had exited the vehicle or 
attempted to enter Mr Mo-
nahan’s house before he 
allegedly opened fire, Mr 
Murphy said.

“There’s clearly no 
threat from anyone in the 
vehicle,” Sheriff Murphy 
said. “There’s no reason for 
Mr Monahan to feel threat-

ened.”
The friends drove away 

from the house and attempt-
ed to call for help in a near-
by town, but Ms Gillis was 
pronounced dead by para-
medics.

Mr Monahan was “un-
cooperative with the inves-
tigation and refused to exit 
his residence to speak with 
police”, the sheriff’s office 
said in a news release.

An attorney for Mr Mo-
nahan, Kurt Mauser, told 
CNN he was unaware that 
the bullets he fired had hit 
someone and had no idea 
why police were on his 
property.

Hebron Town super-
visor Brian Campbell 
told Northeast Public Ra-

dio that it’s “very easy for 
people to get lost on back 
roads here”.

“You don’t know how 
many times I’ve been awak-
ened early in the morning 
[by] people lost, run out of 
gas, over a ditch, you go 
tow them out, put them on 
their merry way. You nev-
er think of your own safety 
even,” he said.

In a statement sent to 
CBS News, the BBC’s US 
media partner, Ms Gillis’s 
family called her “a kind, 
beautiful soul and a ray of 
light to anyone who was 
lucky enough to know her”.

They said the 20-year-
old was an artist and a 
“Disney fanatic” who was 
looking forward to starting 

college in Florida so she 
could become a marine bi-
ologist.

“Our family will never 
be the same but we will be 
guided by Kaylin’s positivi-
ty, optimism, and joy as we 
learn to live with her loss.”

On Tuesday, the Schuy-
lerville Central School Dis-
trict held a press conference 
where former school offi-
cials spoke about how much 
she will be grieved in the 
“close-knit community”.

Ms Gillis graduated in 
2021, and two of her young-
er siblings attend school in 
the district.

A GoFundMe page was 
created to help Ms Gillis’s 
family “with funeral and 
other expenses”.

Woman shot dead in New 
York state after friend 

pulled into wrong driveway

Kaylin Gillis was in the car with three friends when she was killed.
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There were wins for 
Swetes and Ottos Rangers 
in their penultimate match-
es in the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Association’s 
(ABFA) Premier Division 
League on Monday night.

Both teams recorded 
2-1 wins in their respective 
premier league group phase 
matches during a double 
header at the ABFA’s Tech-
nical Center.

Roy Gregory scored a 
winner by converting a pen-
alty two minutes before the 
end of regulation time as 
Swetes snatched their vic-
tory over Cedar Grove Blue 
Jays in their Group 3 affair 
in Monday’s opening game.

Following a goalless 
first half, Shackwon Simon 
put Swetes ahead with a 
conversion in the 50th min-
ute. But their lead was short-
lived as the Blue Jays equal-
ized six minutes later via a 
penalty which was convert-
ed by Jamour Martin in the 
56th minute.

However, Simon en-
sured Swetes secured all 
three points by scoring the 
winning goal from the pen-
alty spot in the 88th min-
ute. Their seventh win in 
17 matches lifted Swetes to 
25 points with one game re-
maining. 

The Blue Jays remain in 
14 place with 10 points after 
suffering their 13th loss in 
17 matches. 

The Blue Jays have 
avoided automatic relega-

tion but will enter a playoff 
with the third and fourth 
place finishers in the first 
division, with the winners 
booking their spot in the 
premier division next sea-
son.

Ottos Rangers claimed 
their 2-1 victory over Five 
Islands in their Group 2 af-
fair in Monday’s second en-
counter. 

Junior Benjamin scored 
both goals for Rangers with 
his first conversion coming 
in the 45th minute on the 
stroke of halftime to give 

his team a 1-0 halftime ad-
vantage.

Samuel Semper scored 
in the 62nd minute to equal-
ize for Five Islands, but 
Benjamin scored in the 89th 
minute or one minute before 
the end of regulation time, to 
snatch victory for his team.

Their 8th win in 17 
matches lifted Ottos Rang-
ers to 25 points, the same as 
Swetes. But Swetes are cur-
rently occupying sixth place 
ahead of Ottos Rangers in 
seventh position by virtue of 
a superior goal difference.

Five Islands will remain 
second from bottom of the 
16-team competition on 
three points after slumping 
to their 14th defeat in 17 en-
counters.

Five Islands, who will 
join bottom team Liberta 
Black Hawks in being au-
tomatically relegated to the 
first division next season, 
is the only team yet to win 
a match in the current pre-
mier division league, which 
will conclude with the final 
round of matches this week-
end.

The Swetes FC team in a huddle before the start of a premier division league match at the ABFA 
Technical Center earlier this season. (ABFA)

Swetes and Rangers win latest 
matches in premier league
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Fresh from capturing the 
T-10 championship, Marko 
Inc/Grill Box Buckleys 3J’s 
have notched up their sec-
ond win in the Antigua and 
Barbuda Softball Cricket As-
sociation’s (ABSCA) Men’s 
30-Overs Aside Competition 
over the weekend. 

Marco Inc/Grill box 
Buckley’s 3J’s romped to a 
36-run over Bryson’s Ship-
ping & Insurance Bullets.

Buckleys 3J’s won the 
toss and batted, scoring 145 
all out in 24.3 overs. Denley 
Thomas slammed 47, Nigel 
Fergus struck 25 and Steve 
Martin made 22. Essan War-
ner grabbed four for 33 and 
Kimani George captured 
three for 37. 

In reply, Bullets were 
dismissed for 109 in 20.3 
overs. Bernel Peterson hit 
32 and Morrison Browne 
scored 28. Wendell Burton 
picked up three for 21, Bry-
an Burton claimed three for 
24, Steve Martin took two 
for 17 and Zavear Otto cap-
tured two for 25.

Dredgers and Rackaman 
Construction Strictly Busi-
ness also recorded their sec-
ond win in as many matches. 
Dredgers crushed Old Road 
by 97 runs. Dredgers won 
the toss and batted, scoring 
210 for six off 25 overs.

Mervin Higgins ham-
mered 54 and Vernal Isadore 
slammed 46 not out. Heze-
kiah Weston captured three 
for 34 and Clarence Francis 
claimed two for 36.

Old Road then tumbled 
to 113 all out in 15 overs with 

Hezekiah Weston getting 27. 
Stelbert Plant grabbed five 
wickets for 15 runs. 

Rackaman Construction 
Strictly Business pulled off 
a seven-wicket win against 
300.

Batting first, 300 made 
139 all out in 25.3 overs. 
Veston Lewis slammed 71 
and Kennedy Tonge cracked 
46. Charles James snapped 
up four wickets for 26 runs, 
Aurthur Crogman bagged 
two for 13 and Owen Gra-
ham claimed two for 26.

Strictly Business then 
cruised to victory at 143 
for three in 13.4 overs. Kim 
George struck 52, Egbert 
Francis made 28 not out and 
Charles James scored 27.

Success as well for PMS 
who trounced Sisserou by 
50 runs. PMS made 181 for 

eight off 24 overs after win-
ning the toss and opting to 
bat.

Walter Carr slammed 
55 and Paul Lamkin scored 
22. Iverson Joseph captured 
four for 41 and Isaiah Viville 
picked up two for 36.

Chasing 182 to win, Sis-
serou were all out for 131 in 
9.4 overs. Fedrick Jno Hope 
struck 27 and Karl Simon 
scored 24. Nicolas Thomas 
picked up three for 22 and 
Terrance Thompson cap-
tured three for 40.

The Marko Inc/Grill Box Buckleys 3J’s softball cricket team. (File photo)

Buckleys 3J’s claim second win in ABSCA 30-Over contest
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A brilliant century and 
excellent bowling from 
West Indies Women’s cap-
tain Hayley Matthews led 
Warriors Women to the 
FairBreak Invitational title 
on Sunday, with a convinc-
ing 93-run win against Fal-
cons Women. 

Matthews hit 11 fours 
and nine sixes in 123 from 
52 balls and was the rock 
upon which Warriors built 
a challenging total of 230-
4 from their allocation of 
20 overs in the final at the 

Kowloon Cricket Club in 
Hong Kong.

She returned to cap-
ture two for 14 from three 
overs with her off-spin, 
and was named Player-of-
the-Match. 

This enabled Warriors 
to restrict Falcons to 137 
for eight in their 20 overs. 

It was the second time 
in less than one month that 
Matthews was part of the 
winning side in a global 
women’s Twenty20 tour-
nament. 

She played a starring 
role in Mumbai Indians 
Women winning the in-
augural Women’s Premier 
last month, when she was 
voted Most Valuable Play-
er.

Matthews held the 
Warriors innings togeth-
er after they were sent in 
to bat, and she dominated 
all four stands of which 
she was a part, including a 
68-run stand for the third 
wicket with South African 
Mignon du Preez. 

When Matthews was 
dismissed in the 15th over, 
Warriors were 155 for four, 
and Scotland all-round-
er Kathryn Bryce struck 
eight fours and two sixes 
in 52 from 20 balls to lead 
the charge in the closing 
overs. 

Bryce shared an unbro-
ken fifth wicket stand of 
75 with her captain Ameri-

can Sindhu Sriharsha, who 
was not out on 25.

Falcons got off to a fast 
start with England interna-
tional Danni Wyatt and Sri 
Lanka Women’s captain 
Chamari Athapaththu go-
ing at 10 runs an over. 

When Wyatt was 
caught behind off Bryce 
for 20 and Athapaththu 
went in similar fashion to 
Matthews, the task became 
harder.

Falcons captain Suz-
ie Bates, the former New 
Zealand Women’s captain, 
made 25 and United Arab 
Emirates international Th-
eertha Satish got 29 and 
tried to keep up with the 
imposing run rate. 

Their dismissals in 
the 12th and 16th overs 
respectively, left Falcons 
with a mountain, which 
last year’s beaten finalists 
were unable to overcome.

Sports News

Warriors Women celebrate after winning the FairBreak Invita-
tional title at the Kowloon Cricket Club in Hong Kong on Sunday, 
16 April, 2023. (CWI Media)

Matthews century leads 
Warriors to title in Hong Kong



PAGE 24

WEDNESDAY 19TH APRIL 2023

 3 

 



PAGE 25

WEDNESDAY 19TH APRIL 2023

Sports News

Left-arm spinners Josh-
ua Bishop and Ashmead 
Nedd are eagerly looking 
forward to their first taste 
of first-class action, as 
they prepare for the Head-
ley Weekes Tri-Series, 
which gets underway today 
(Wednesday).

Bishop and Nedd, are 
both 22 and have been 
named in the West Indies 
Academy squad. They face 
Team Headley in the first of 
three four-day matches at 
Coolidge Cricket Ground 
here in Antigua. First ball 
daily is 10am (9am Jamai-
ca).

“We just looked at it 
as an opportunity to put 
ourselves against more 
experienced players that 
have been around for quite 
a while and test out our-
selves,” Bishop told CWI 
Media. 

“I’m definitely look-
ing forward to it, from CG 
United Super50 (last No-
vember). We had a fairly 
decent tournament but I’m 
really looking forward to 
the four-day challenge.”

Bishop led the Acad-
emy’s attack during the 
CG United Super50 with 
eight wickets, while Nedd 
finished with five wickets 
at an economy rate of just 
over four runs. 

Overall, Bishop has 
taken 40 wickets in 28 List 
A games while Nedd has 
claimed 22 from 17 ap-

pearances. Both have also 
played in the Caribbean 
Premier Leagues regional 
T20 tournament.

“I’m also looking for-
ward to the challenge,” said 
Nedd. “It will be the first 
time I’m playing four-day 
cricket, so it’s a good feel-
ing to be playing four-day, 
first class cricket. It will be 
an enjoyable two weeks.”

Bishop and Nedd will 
be part of a unit which also 
includes Kirk McKenzie, 
Kevlon Anderson, Keagan 
Simmons, Ackeem Au-
guste, Teddy Bishop, Tevin 
Imlach, Kevin Wickham 
and Ramon Simmonds, 
all of whom have already 
played first class cricket.

They will come up 

against a Team Headley 
side led by West Indies 
wicketkeeper Joshua Da 
Silva and including Darren 
Bravo, Kieran Powell and 
Shayne Moseley, who have 
already played at the Test 
level.

“There are a few play-
ers that we know keenly 
well from the other teams 
… so it’s just for us to do 
our homework and share it 
with the rest of the team,” 
Nedd said.

All matches in the 
Headley Weekes Tri-Series 
will be streamed LIVE on 
the Windies Cricket You-
Tube channel with live 
scorecards and ball-by-
ball scoring on the Wind-
iescricket.com live match 

centre.
SQUADS: West Indies 

Academy: Kevlon An-
derson, Ackeem Auguste, 
Joshua Bishop, Teddy Bish-
op, McKenny Clarke, Tevin 
Imlach, Joshua James, Jo-
hann Layne, Kirk McKen-
zie, Ashmead Nedd, Kelvin 
Pitman, Keagan Simmons, 
Ramon Simmonds, Kev-
in Wickham and Nyeem 
Young.

Team Headley: Joshua 
Da Silva (captain), Sunil 
Ambris, Darren Bravo, Jus-
tin Greaves, Kavem Hodge, 
Chaim Holder, Akeem Jor-
dan, Marquino Mindley, 
Shayne Moseley, Gudakesh 
Motie, Anderson Phillip, 
Kieran Powell and Tevyn 
Walcott.

Left-arm spinners Joshua Bishop, left, and Ashmead Nedd are eagerly looking forward to their 
first taste of first-class action, as they prepare for the Headley Weekes Tri-Series which gets un-
derway at the Coolidge Cricket Ground in Antigua today. (CWI Media)

Spinners Bishop and Nedd 
eager for first in first-class
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All Saints Pythons and 
Jennings Tigers recorded 
their second win in three 
matches in the Cool and 
Smooth T20 Explosion at 
the Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium on Monday.

Pythons pulled off a 
25-run victory over Carib-
bean Union Bank (CUB) 
Bethesda Golden Eagles in 
the second match of Mon-
day’s double header.

Chasing 133 runs for 
victory, Bethesda Golden 
Eagles could only muster 
107 for seven off their al-
lotted 20 overs.

Sadique Henry made 
23 off 25 balls and Sha-
coy Floyd scored 21 off 17 
balls. Christopher McBride 
captured three for 13.

Batting first after win-
ning the toss, Matthew 
Forde slammed a half cen-
tury as All Saints Pythons 
made 132 for five off their 
20 overs.

Forde hammered 64 off 
43 balls with five fours and 
three sixes, while Liam 
Naylor contributed 33 off 
34 balls with two fours and 
a six. Jamaul Fernandez 
picked up three wickets for 
15 runs.

Jennings Tigers beat 
Bolans Blasters by 34 runs 
in the opening match on 

Monday.
Set 113 runs to win, 

Bolans were blasted out for 
a paltry 78 in 15.2 overs. 
Orlando Peters top scored 
with 34 off 27 balls with 
four fours and a six.

Craig Rainford grabbed 
three wickets for 14 runs, 

Ben Sexton picked up two 
wickets for two runs and 
left-arm spinner Glenton 
Williams captured two 
wickets for 14 runs. 

Jennings Tigers made 
112 all out after winning 
the toss and opting to bat. 
D’Ahri Francis hit a top 

score of 25 off 29 balls and 
Matthew Miller chipped in 
with 18.

Michael Harilall 
grabbed three wickets 
for six runs, pacer Taiem 
Tonge captured two for 
16 and Zidane Clarke took 
two wickets for 25 runs.

The Jennings Tigers team celebrate after picking up a wicket during their match against Bolans 
Blasters in the Cool & Smooth T20 Explosion at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium on Monday, 17th 
April, 2023. (CST20)

Wins for Pythons and Tigers 
in T20 Explosion tournament


