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FOR SALE

Super-yacht Alpha Nero to
be sold by public auction
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The way now clear to seII Alfa Nero

The House of Repre-
sentatives has approved
several amendments to the
Antigua Port Authority Act
paving the way for the gov-
ernment to proceed with the
sale of the super yacht, the
Alfa Nero, which has been
moored in the Falmouth
Harbour for over a year.

The House proceed-
ed with the debate on the
matter given its urgency
despite a walkout staged
by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Jamale Pringle (see
accompanying story).

PM Browne noted that
the vessel was among sev-
eral sanctioned by Amer-
ican and UK authorities
suspected of belonging to
Russian oligarchs follow-
ing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine just over a year
ago.

“The Alfa Nero is an
abandoned vessel; most of
the crew have left, it has
racked up huge bills for
fuel and supplies to local
merchants and it now poses
a national security risk,” the
prime minister declared.

He reported to the
House that the captain of
the vessel informed the
government that the re-
maining crew members
— down to five from more
than forty — plan to leave
the vessel in a matter of
days. Additionally, he add-
ed that the operators of
the vessel have withdrawn
their services and its pres-
ence in the harbour poses a
national security risk; that
is both as an environmental

risk and a tourism risk.

PM Browne went into
some detail to explain the
risks. Firstly, the engines
of the vessel have to be
kept running, thus requir-
ing a constant flow of fuel.
Then, it is uninsured, if
anything happens while it
is moored in the harbour,
it could damage other ves-
sels moored there, creating
a huge liability for the gov-
ernment. If for some reason
it should sink while in the
harbour, that would create
a nightmare for the govern-
ment, as it could harm the
yachting sector for as much
as ten years.

According to the prime
minister, the government
had no choice but to move
quickly to get the vessel
sold to settle outstanding
amounts and to place the

remainder in the national
treasury.

He also informed the
House that the vessel is de-
teriorating daily and while
it was once valued at US$80
million, a recent evaluator
placed it at US$48 million.

The government is ask-
ing the House for permis-
sion to reduce the required
notice period from 60 to 10
days, noting that there are
at least six persons or enti-
ties who have expressed an
interest in purchasing the
vessel at an auction.

“We will accept the
highest bidder,” PM
Browne told the House.

Representative for St
Paul, E.P Chet Greene
noted that he has received
daily complaints from res-
idents of the area about the
vessel’s presence in the har-

bour. He added that there

are concerns, especially
with the fact that sailing
Week is just over a month
away.

He advised that there
are reports that the sewage
from the vessel is not prop-
erly treated and this poses
an environmental risk, es-
pecially given the fact that
a reverse osmosis plant is
located at nearby Pigeon
Point.

Tourism Minister,
Charles Fernandez, Util-
ities  Minister, Melford

Nicholas and the Attorney
General all rose to express
their support for the gov-
ernment’s action.

Following amendments
and additions at the com-
mittee stage the Bill was
eventually passed by the
House.
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Opposition stages a walkout at parliament

The government’s
move to debate amend-
ments to the Antigua Port
Authority Act in the House
on Thursday morning was
overshadowed by an unex-
pected walkout staged by
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Jamale Pringle.

This was obviously an
unplanned event, as it took
even members of the Op-
position bench, as well as
the government’s side and
the Speaker, Sir Gerald
Watt, all by surprise. Such
was the unplanned nature
of the walkout, that some
of the members of the op-
position — notably Richard
Lewis, Anthony Smith, and
Algernon Watt - reluctantly
followed the leader.

The issue arose when
the mover of the Bill, Prime
Minister Gaston Browne
rose to move for the sus-
pension of the relevant
Standing Orders to allow
the House to proceed with a
‘matter of urgent public im-
portance.” After the House
gave the greenlight for him
to proceed, no sooner had
the prime minister begun
his presentation, when the
Leader of the Opposition
raised an objection over
the fact that the amendment
Bill had not been duly cir-
culated among the mem-
bers by the ‘five-day prior’
requirement.

“Mr. Speaker, accord-
ing to Section 60 (3) deal-
ing with the circulation of
Bills this ought to be done
no less than five days be-

fore the debate. Mr. Speak-
er, it is more than what the
government is suggesting.
We on this side cannot seri-
ously debate this bill based
on what is coming from the
other side. I recommend
that this bill is made avail-
able for us to have a con-
sultation on this side and
even to consult with legal
advice. We are now looking
into Maritime Law. They
cannot, just because they
have the numbers, come
here on a matter where the
vessel has been abandoned
for months. Why did they
not come to the House be-
fore; it’s unfair, Mr. Speak-
er,” he declared.

Attorney General,
Steadroy Benjamin, who
also advises the House,
raised to explain that while
Pringle was correct regard-
ing the Standing Orders re-
quirement for prior notice,
the same Standing Orders
do give the right for the
government to suspend the
rules and to proceed with
a matter considered to be
of ‘grave urgency’ and that
such a situation existed at
the current time.

He journeyed back to
the Magna Carta and the
development of English
Common Law to indicate
that there would be cir-
cumstances that would re-
quire the suspension of the
rules to allow for debate or
discussion on a matter of
‘grave urgency’. This he
further explained, was the
case with the situation that

the government brought
to the House. “The House
which regulates the pro-
ceedings of the House can
vote to suspend its own
rules to allow for the con-
sideration of this matter,”
he noted.

After the Speaker ruled
that he was satisfied with
the explanation and asked
that the prime minister pro-
ceed, Pringle was visibly
unhappy with the ruling
coming from the Chair.

Saints East and St. Luke is
aware that this is not a friv-
olous matter. It is a matter
of urgent public importance
and a national security mat-
ter,” the prime minister be-
gan as he resumed his pre-
sentation.

Still unsatisfied, Pringle
packed up his papers, stood
up and declared his inten-
tion to leave and he urged
his members to follow.
They did...although not all
seemed to agree with the
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Speaker denies opposition’s move
to unseat Sir Robin Yearwood

The Speaker of the
House of Representatives,
Sir Gerald Watt has made
a ruling on an issue raised
by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Jamale Pringle, over
the validity of Sir Robin
Yearwood’s presence in the
House.

Pringle has made the
point on more than one
occasion, that during the
swearing in ceremony
in February, Sir Robin,
who was elected as Dep-
uty Speaker of the House
swore the Oath as required,
but that he failed to sign
his name to the document
as the Standing Orders dic-
tate.

The Opposition Leader
first raised it when he de-
livered his Budget Presen-
tation on March 9 and he
again raised it prior to the
close of Wednesday’s pro-
ceedings.

At that time, both the
Attorney General and the
Speaker refuted the claim
and it was even indicated
by the Clerk of Parliament
that the member did in fact

sign the book as was the re-
quirement.

The matter seemed not
to have satisfied Pringle, so
when the House resumed its
sitting on Thursday morn-
ing, the Speaker sought to
give a final ruling on the
matter. He asked Pringle to
restate his claim and asked
the AG to respond before
he made his ruling.

The Opposition Leader
repeated the assertion that
Sir Robin said the oath, but
that he failed to subscribe
(sign).

“For any member to
participate in any business
of the house, they must
not only take the oath, ac-
cording to Section 6 of the
Standing Orders, the mem-
ber must do both things.

“This is not a matter of
merely wanting to be con-
tentious, because if we are
going to be doing things in
this honourable House, it
must be done properly.

“Just simply to ac-
knowledge an error and
correct it, you, Mr. Speak-
er, were sitting right there

Sir Robin Yearwood
when the AG went off. 1
simply came here to in-

quire, where do we go
from here with that matter.
I asked you to do your in-
vestigations and get back
to me,” he stated.

The  Speaker then
turned to Pringle and asked,
“If it is, that what you are
saying is right, what turns
on that, how can it be rem-
edied?” In response, the
Opposition Leader said his
understanding of the rules
is that the member cannot
participate in any business

Public Accounts Committee named

The establishment of a Public Ac-

the member for St. John’s City East, Mel-

counts Committee, a requirement of the
Constitution of Antigua and Barbuda, has
been completed by the House of Represen-
tatives.

As required by the Constitution, the
Leader of the Opposition, Jamale Pringle,
presides as the chairman of the committee.

The other members are the represen-
tatives for Barbuda, Trevor Walker, with

ford Nicholas, St. John’s Rural East, Maria
Browne and St. John’s Rural South, Daryll
Matthew serving as well.

It is the prerogative of the chairman of
the committee to call meetings as he sees
fit and to request from any government
department records, files or any other doc-
ument deemed necessary to conduct the
business of the committee.

of the House.

Called to respond, Ben-
jamin stated that after con-
sidering the points made
by Pringle, he found that
they were without merit.
He explained, utilizing the
Standing Orders, that the
first Order of Business is
the election of the Speak-
er and a Deputy Speaker,
and in order for one to be
deputy speaker, that person
must first be a member of
the House.

He then went into detail
to explain that the opposi-
tion member’s claims were
not grounded on sound ar-
guments.

In his ruling, The
Speaker consulted the reg-
ister where Dean Jonas
signed in 2014, Londel
Benjamin signed in 2018
and he added that he even
checked a video recording
of the matter and that he

was satisfied that Sir Robin
cont’don pg 5
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ABTA launches efforts to
increase tourlsm out of Europe

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority
(ABTA) is increasing its
presence in the German
market, as part of its overall
marketing thrust to increase
visitors from that country
and from Europe generally.

CEO of the Antigua and
Barbuda Tourism Authority,
Colin C. James along with
UK & Europe Director of
Tourism, Cherrie Osborne.
travelled to Germany, for
ITB Berlin, the first edition
of the exhibition since the
pandemic. ITB Berlin, is the
world’s largest tourism and
travel trade fair.

“Germany is Europe’s

largest  travel = market.
With the Caribbean
being Germany’s third
most popular long-haul

destination after the Indian
Ocean and USA. The Tour-
ism Authority is prioritiz-
ing increasing lift from this
region, in order to benefit
from the market’s strong
economy, and the high con-
sumer demand,” James said.

He noted that in 2022,
21% of arrivals into Antigua
and Barbuda came from Eu-
rope with at least 5% from
the German speaking mar-
kets, with a further 56,000
or 15% of our cruise arrivals

——=

The Ant/gua and Barbuda Tourism Author/ty attended ITB Berlin, Germany in /\/Iarch where they
met with European Tourism executives. The ABTA team was joined by tourism stakeholders.

ter 2023/2024 season. The

from Germany alone.
“There is great consum-
er interest in Germany for
Antigua and Barbuda. We
have increased our market-
ing presence in the market
and are confident that with
the needed airlift we will be
in a better position to grow
the market substantially”,
the ABTA CEO said.
During the show, the
team conducted highly
productive meetings with
Condor, Eurowings, KLM
and NEOS to discuss the
future possibilities of flights
to the destination for the win-

discussions are ongoing
with positive results to be
announced.

The team also conduct-
ed a series of trade and con-
sumer media interviews and
re-engaged major tour oper-
ators such as DER Touristik
and FTTI to continue to raise
the awareness of the des-
tination’s commitment to
marketing initiatives.

“Antigua and Barbuda is
working assiduously to grow
its European market post
pandemic, which will help
to compliment the business

coming out of the UK. It’s
well known that Europeans
travel for a minimum of
ten to fourteen nights and
prop up the summer busi-
ness”’, said Director of Tour-
ism UK and Europe Cherrie
Osborne.

The Antigua and Barbu-
da Tourism Authority was
joined by private sector
partners including Cocos,
Elite Islands Resorts, HBK
Villas, Blue Sea Latin
American Traveller as well
as Economic Envoy Ralf
Hansen and Ambassador-at-
Large Bert Kirchner.

cont’d from pg 4
did sign.

Further, he noted that all the
members of the opposition debated
the budget and at no time objected
to the presence of Sir Robin in the

House.

“Consequently, the budget com-
pleted and the legal principle applies
here, you cannot approbate and rep-
robate, that is, you cannot accept the
he was right to participate in the bud-

get debate, voted on the budget and

now want to raise this matter at the
end. I rule that Sir Robin did what
was required and that the matter is
now settled and to be recorded in
Hansard,”

the Speaker declared.
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55 pounds of cannabis
seized at ports of entry
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Two separate cannabis
hauls were carried out by
both the Royal Police Force
of Antigua and Barbuda
and the Customs Division;
this as The Police Narcotics
and Customs Departments
continued their heightened
observance at the country’s
two main ports of entry.

Police spokesman In-
spector Frankie Thomas said
the drugs seized amounted
to a total of 55 pounds of
cannabis. He revealed that
the interceptions took place
at the Deep Water Harbour
and the V.C Bird Interna-
tional Airport on Wednes-
day.

“The

agencies joint-

ly conducted two separate
joint drug operations at the
Deep Water Harbour and
found a total of 35 pounds
of cannabis in two separate
shipments.

Both seizures are esti-
mated to value a combined
amount of $230,000. A simi-
lar operation was carried out
at the airport and another 20
pounds with a street value
of $120,000 was also dis-
covered,” Inspector Thomas
reported.

The controlled substanc-
es were taken to the police
station as further investiga-
tions continue. Two men are
currently assisting with the
investigations.
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Benefactor’s
widow visits
Sir Novelle
Richards
Academy

Mrs. Del Vecchio, the
widow of an Italian philan-
thropist, whose husband
donated funds for the addi-
tion of a new wing at the Sir
Novelle Richards Academy,
paid a visit to the institution
on Thursday.

Her husband contrib-
uted four million euros to
the expansion of the school,
at the request of the Prime
Minister and the Minister of
Education. The widow has
been invited to witness the
work that has been under-
taken with the funds provid-
ed.

She toured the com-
pound in the presence of
local education and other
officials.
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Can political parties agree to a social
contract for national progress?

By Sir Ronald Sanders

(The writer is Antigua
and Barbuda’s Ambassador
to the United States and the
Organization of American
States. He is also a Senior
Fellow at the Institute of
Commonwealth Studies at
the University of London
and Massey College in the
University of Toronto. The
views expressed are entirely
his own)

Authoritative  interna-
tional bodies — among them,
the respected Institute for
Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (IDEA) — have
concluded that ‘“democra-
cy is under both literal and
figurative assault around
the world.” The countries
of the Caribbean have not
been exempted from this
judgement which is based
on more than a decade of
studies.

In the Americas (Canada
and US, Central and South
America and the Caribbe-
an), there has been a rise in
undemocratic  governance
as in Haiti and Nicaragua
— both of which are teeter-
ing on the brink of disaster.
In other countries in Latin
America, there have been
setbacks, particularly in
Peru. Established democra-
cies have also experienced
decline. These were partic-
ularly severe in Brazil and
the US, where current ad-
ministrations are battling to
overcome the legacies of the
previous administrations.

Against  this  back-

ground, indications, from
the governing and opposi-
tion representatives in the
elected national assembly
of Antigua and Barbuda,
that the fundamental prin-
ciples of democracy remain
strong and respected, are
welcomed.

On January 18, gener-
al elections, which were
judged to be free and fair
by several international ob-
server groups, were held
in Antigua and Barbuda.
There was a vigorous cam-
paign that resulted in the
ruling Antigua and Barbuda
Labour Party (ABLP) slid-
ing from a 15-2 majority
in the National Assembly
to a one-seat majority. The
ABLP won 9 of the 17 par-
liamentary seats; the main
opposition party, the Unit-
ed Progressive Party (UPP)
won 6 seats; the separatist
Barbuda Peoples’ Move-
ment won 1; and for the first
time in Antigua’s history, an
independent candidate, who
was a former member of the
ABLP, was elected.

The forceful nature of
the election campaign and
the resultant one seat ma-
jority in the National As-
sembly, led to the view by
commentators, in and out of
Antigua and Barbuda, that
the stage had been set for
a possible disruption of the
democratic process, includ-
ing civil disorder.

However, any such ex-
pectation was dispelled
when the National Assem-

Sir Ronald Sanders

bly convened from March
9 to 14 to debate the na-
tional budget that the An-
tigua and Barbuda Prime
Minister, Gaston Browne,
presented on March 2. The
elected representatives of
the UPP, while five of them
were new, put forward their
arguments firmly, but with
respect for parliamenta-
ry rules. For their part, the
government representatives,
especially the young, lone
woman elected member,
Maria Browne, laid out their
detailed plans and respond-
ed in a mature manner to the
heckling of the opposition
representatives.

The result was a pellu-
cid articulation of the differ-
ences on how issues should
be addressed; proposals on
areas that require priority
attention; and evidence that
the National Assembly will
be a forum for forceful de-
bate on the policies and pro-
grammes that the governing
party intends to pursue.

These circumstances are

good for democracy in An-
tigua and Barbuda at a time
when global challenges are
impacting every country in
the world, calling for an in-
clusionary approach to gov-
ernance.

The political campaign,
for general -elections in
Antigua and Barbuda, was
held amid global political
and economic instability,
including the escalation of
prices for food and energy,
increasing inflation, high
interest rates for borrowing,
and decreased access to fi-
nancing.

These phenomena oc-
curred — and are persisting
— alongside enduring effects
of climate change, attempts
to recover from the econom-
ic impact of the Covid-19
pandemic, and the con-
tinuing global uncertainty
caused by the Russian war
of aggression on Ukraine.

All this holds conse-

quences for democrat-
ic governance. Popular
cont’don pg 9
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dissatisfaction over high
prices, low employment,
and non-inclusionary deci-
sion-making, in any coun-
try, could result in protests
and other acts of civil strife.

In Antigua and Barbu-
da’s case, the country is ben-
efitting from a continuous
growth of the economy (8.5
per cent in 2022, and a pro-
jected 9.4 percent for 2023);
increasing employment;
and significant private sec-
tor investment in tourism,
construction and physical
infrastructure, hefty out-
lays by the government in
health and education, and
an abiding respect for de-
mocracy, including freedom
of speech, free and fair elec-
tions, and a strict separation
of powers between the gov-
ernment, the legislature and
the courts.

But while sound eco-
nomic performance and
respect for democratic
principles and values have
contributed to stability in
Antigua and Barbuda, in
many countries around the
globe, “the ability to pro-
vide key public goods to
their citizens and to close
the gap between social ex-
pectations and institutional
performance is increasingly
at risk”, as IDEA points out
in its 2022 report on democ-
racy in the world.

The world is at a critical
crossroad. Given the current
global uncertainties, which
include a possible recession,
governments in democratic
countries are under pressure
to deliver the goods and
services their people ex-

pect. Unlike authoritarian
regimes, which are backed
by military might to enforce
their will, governments in
democratic states have to
form a new social contract
with their populations, in-
cluding their representative
bodies in every sector.

Any who choose an au-
thoritarian path, have to be
conscious that, in countries
where authoritarian regimes
rule, there has been an exo-
dus of talented and trained
persons, economic decline,
and a high dependence on
the military to repress dis-
satisfied people. Authori-
tarianism, therefore, ought
not to be an option for any
nation that wants peaceful
progress.

As part of a social con-
tract to preserve democracy
as a platform for progress of
the individual, the society
and the economy, interna-
tional bodies strongly sug-
gest that governments, po-
litical parties, private sector,
civil society, media, expert
groups, and academics have
arole to play.

The hardest part of all
this is how to encourage
political parties to regard
constructive  participation
in a national dialogue as an
acknowledgment of their
roles as representatives of

the people, rather than as
agencies for discrediting
each other.

Yet, it is in constructive
and inclusionary dialogue

3/8 STEEL &
5/8 STEE
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that national plans for peace,
progress and prosperity can
be best fashioned. Unrea-
soned division and brinks-
manship to promote party
political advantage is a cer-
tain prescription for nation-
al failure and the erosion of
democracy.

Hopefully, political par-
ties throughout the Amer-
icas, including the Carib-
bean, can agree to fashion
with other partners in civil
society, a relevant social
contract for national prog-
ress that can carry countries

successfully through the
present global turmoil and
beyond.

Responses and previ-
ous commentaries: www.
sirronaldsanders.com

729-3397/ 729-1210
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World’s first octopus farm
proposals alarm scientists

By Claire Marshall

A plan to build the world’s first oc-
topus farm has raised deep concerns
among scientists over the welfare of
the famously intelligent creatures.

The farm in Spain’s Canary Islands
would raise about a million octopuses
annually for food, according to confi-
dential documents seen by the BBC.

They have never been intensive-
ly farmed and some scientists call the
proposed icy water slaughtering meth-
od “cruel.”

The Spanish multinational behind
the plans denies the octopuses will
suffer.

The confidential planning proposal
documents from the company, Nueva
Pescanova, were given to the BBC by
the campaign organisation Eurogroup
for Animals.

Nueva Pescanova sent the pro-
posal to the Canary Islands’ General
Directorate of Fishing, which has not
responded to a BBC request for com-
ment.

Octopuses caught in the wild using
pots, lines and traps are eaten all over
the world, including in the Mediterra-
nean and in Asia and Latin America.

The race to discover the secret to
breeding them in captivity has been
going on for decades. It’s difficult as
the larvae only eat live food and need
a carefully controlled environment,
but Nueva Pescanova announced in
2019 that it had made a scientific
breakthrough.

The prospect of intensively farm-
ing octopus has already led to oppo-
sition: Lawmakers in the US state of
Washington have proposed banning
the practice before it even starts.

Nueva Pescanova’s plans reveal
that the octopuses, which are solitary

animals used to the dark, would be
kept in tanks with other octopuses, at
times under constant light. The crea-
tures - the species octopus vulgaris
- would be housed in around 1,000
communal tanks in a two-storey build-
ing in the port of Las Palmas in Gran
Canaria.

They would be killed by being put
in containers of water kept at -3C, ac-
cording to the documents.

Currently there are no welfare
rules in place, as octopuses have nev-
er been commercially farmed before.
However studies have shown that this
method of slaughtering fish using ‘ice
slurry’ causes a slow, stressful death.
The World Organisation for Animal
Health says it “results in poor fish wel-
fare” and the Aquaculture Stewardship
Council (ASC) - the leading farmed
seafood certification scheme - is
proposing a ban unless fish are stunned
beforehand.

Some supermarkets have already
moved away from selling fish that
have been killed using ice, including
Tesco and Motrrisons.

Prof. Peter Tse, a cognitive neuro-
scientist at Dartmouth University, told
the BBC that “to kill them with ice
would be a slow death ... it would be
very cruel and should not be allowed.”

Adding that they were “as intelli-
gent as cats” he suggested that a more
humane way would be to kill them as
many fishermen do, by clubbing them
over the head.

To supply “premium internation-
al markets” including the US, South
Korea and Japan, Nueva Pescanova
wants to produce 3,000 tonnes of oc-
topus a year. This equates to around
one million animals, with some 10-15
octopuses living in each cubic me-
tre of tank, according to campaign
group Compassion in World Farming
(CiWF), which has studied the plans.

Nueva Pescanova estimates in its
documentation that there will be “a
mortality rate of 10-15%”.

Jonathan Birch, associate pro-
fessor at the London School of Eco-
nomics, led a review of more than 300
scientific studies which he says shows
that octopuses feel pain and plea-

cont’d on pg 11
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sure. It led to them being recognised as
«sentient beings» in the UK>s Animal
Welfare (Sentience) Act 2022. Prof
Birch and his co-authors believe
that high-welfare octopus farming is
«impossible» and that killing in ice
slurry «would not be an acceptable
method of killing in a lab».

“Large numbers of octopuses
should never be kept together in close
proximity. Doing this leads to stress,
conflict and high mortality ... A figure
of 10-15% mortality should not be ac-
ceptable for any kind of farming.”

In a statement to the BBC, Nueva
Pescanova said: “The levels of wel-
fare requirements for the production
of octopus or any other animal in our
farming farms guarantee the correct
handling of the animals. The slaugh-
ter, likewise, involves proper handling
that avoids any pain or suffering to the
animal ...”

In the wild, octopuses are fiercely
territorial agile hunters. Nueva Pes-
canova is proposing that the farmed
animals be fed with industrially pro-
duced dry feed, sourced from “discards
and by-products” of already-caught

. L

The tanks would be filled with sea-
water piped in from an adjacent bay.
The tanks would be different sizes for
the different phases of the octopuses’
life, with the salinity and temperature
closely controlled.

The initial brood of 100 octopuses
- 70 males and 30 females - would be
taken from a research facility, the Pes-
canova Biomarine Centre, in Galicia,
northern Spain.

The plans state that the company
has achieved a level of “domestica-
tion” in the species and that they do
not “show important signs of cannibal-
ism or competition for food”.

Elena Lara from CiWF called on
the Canary Islands authorities to block
construction of the farm, which she
said would “inflict unnecessary suffer-
ing on these intelligent, sentient and
fascinating creatures”.

Reineke Hameleers, CEO at Euro-
group for Animals added that the Eu-
ropean Commission was currently re-
viewing its animal welfare legislation
and had a “real opportunity” to “avoid
terrible suffering”.

Along with the welfare of the oc-

! ‘
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topuses, CiWF has concerns around
the wastewater produced by the farm,
which would be pumped back into the
sea. Octopuses produce nitrogen and
phosphates as waste. “The water en-
tering and leaving the plant will be fil-
tered so that it will have no impact on
the environment,” Nueva Pescanova
told the BBC.

Around 350,000 tonnes of oc-
topus are caught each year - more
than 10 times the number caught in
1950 - which is putting pressure on
populations. Nueva Pescanova stated
that «aquaculture is the solution to
ensuring a sustainable yield» and
that it would «repopulate the octopus
species in the future.» However
conservationists believe farming them
would lower the price, potentially
creating new markets.

Nueva Pescanova emphasised to
the BBC that it dedicated “great ef-
forts to promote responsible and sus-
tainable performance throughout the
value chain to ensure that best practic-
es are adopted.”

The government of Gran Canaria
has not responded to a request for in-
formation.
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Cocaine production reaches record

levels as new trafficking hubs emerge

By Thomas Mackintosh

Global cocaine produc-
tion has reached record lev-
els as demand rebounds fol-
lowing Covid lockdowns, a
new report has found.

The UN Office on
Drugs and Crime said coca
cultivation rose by 35% be-
tween 2020 and 2021 to re-
cord levels.

Findings suggest new
hubs for trafficking have
emerged in West and Cen-
tral Africa.

The report also said
traffickers were using in-
ternational postal services
more often to get drugs to
consumers.

“Globally, the use of
parcel and courier services
increased significantly
during the Covid-related
lockdown due to restric-
tions on passenger flights,”
the Global Report on Co-
caine report said.

It noted a rise in West
African countries in the
use of “well established,
globally operating postal
services as well as smaller
shopping companies” used
to smuggle quantities of
cocaine to Europe and be-
yond.

Overall, the the report
found Europe and North
America are the largest
markets for cocaine, fol-
lowed by South and Cen-
tral America and the Carib-
bean.

While the report said
the markets in Africa and
Asia were “still limited”,

e AR
Doctors have warned
the UN’s Ghada Waly said
the potential for the market
to expand there was a dan-
gerous reality.

Production increase was
the result of an expansion
in the cultivation of coca
bush, as well as improve-
ments in converting coca
into powdered cocaine, the
report found.

It added the outbreak
of Covid-19 had a “disrup-
tive” effect on drug mar-
kets as international travel
was severely curtailed.

Demand for cocaine
slumped as nightclubs and
bars were shut during the
pandemic lockdowns.

“However, the most
recent data suggests this
slump has had little impact
on longer-term trends,” the
report says. “The global
supply of cocaine is at re-
cord levels.”

TR
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cocaine is often

In the UK, the report
says there has been a “sig-
nificant increase” in sei-
zures of cocaine in the “fast
parcel and postal modes”.

Interceptions by law
enforcement have also been
on the rise - at a higher
speed than production, the
report outlines.

Other key findings in-
clude:

Colombia still dom-
inates trafficking routes
although paths to Europe
have evolved

Consumption in Austra-
lia peaked in the middle of
2020, dropped by 50% the
following year and picked
up “moderately” in the last
few months of 2021

Mexican and  Bal-
kan criminal groups have
moved closer to the centre
of production to gain ac-
cess to supplies

SRR
mixed ith other harmful substances.

The use of crack co-
caine is on the upward
trend in several west-
ern  European countries
including the UK, Bel-
gium, France and Spain

In Ukraine, the market
had been expanding, but
since Russia’s invasion last
February the demand has
been disrupted drastically

Reacting to the report,
UN’s chief of research and
trend Angela Me said the
supply of cocaine has risen
in South America as crimi-
nal groups have taken con-
trol of areas previously run
by Colombia’s largest reb-
el group - Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia
(Farc).

She said this has led to
competition among groups
- including some foreign
groups - which has in-
creased the production.
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CARICOM strengthens relations with
regional and thlrd-state partners

Diplomatic relations between
CARICOM and a Member State, as
well as two third-state partners, were
strengthened on Tuesday, March 14,
when CARICOM Secretary-Gener-
al, Dr Carla Barnett, accredited three
new ambassadors at the CARICOM
Secretariat.

The Secretary-General accepted
the letters of credence of His Excel-
lency Larry Vaughan, Ambassador
of St. Kitts and Nevis to CARICOM;
His Excellency Itai Bardov, Ambas-
sador of Israel to CARICOM; and His
Excellency Rytis Paulauskas, Ambas-
sador of Lithuania to CARICOM.

Secretary-General Barnett said
the accreditation of Ambassador
Vaughan presented an opportunity for
a fresh perspective on various issues
confronting the Community.

She said CARICOM has benefit-
ted from St. Kitts and Nevis’ commit-
ment to regional integration, particu-
larly in human resource development,
and health and wellness, as lead Head
of Government in the CARICOM
Quasi cabinet for those areas.

“Given the multifaceted chal-
lenges presented by the protracted
COVID-19 pandemic and its severe
impact on lives and livelihoods in the
Region, this Quasi-Cabinet portfolio
is essential to the Region’s post-pan-
demic recovery,” Secretary-General

Barnett stated.

In his remarks, Ambassador
Vaughan reflected on the tasks ahead
to improve competitiveness in all
sectors across the Member States,
achieve more coordinated trade ne-
gotiation outcomes, and advocate for
global appreciation for the multifac-
eted nature of our vulnerabilities. He
committed to actively working with
his colleagues in the Committee of
Ambassadors for the shared benefit
of the people of the Community.

The Israeli Ambassador to CAR-
ICOM told Secretary-General Barnett
that his country was keen to enhance
its relations with CARICOM on Cli-
mate Change, Agriculture, Irrigation
Technology, and Training.

ill: J

He signalled Israel’s willingness
to provide humanitarian support in
areas in which the country has devel-
oped expertise, including pediatric
heart surgeries and optical treatments.

Secretary-General Barnett noted
the timeliness of Israel’s offer to sup-
port agriculture in the Region where
efforts have been targeted at reducing
the importation of food by 25 per cent
by 2025.

Ambassador Paulauskas and the
Secretary-General highlighted Cli-
mate Change as a key area for coop-
eration between CARICOM and Lith-
uania.

“As we prepare for COP 28, it is
important that focus is placed on the

cont’d on pg 14

Guyana: Two persons charged for
assaulting West Berbice teacher

Loop — A student and a Dishon

Daniels were

The two appeared be-

GYD$15,000 bail.

relative have been charged
with the assault of Fort

Wellington Secondary
School teacher, Marlon
Daniels.

Tray Mc Pherson and

charged today with ‘As-
sault Causing Actual Bodi-
ly Harm’.

Mc Pherson was also
charged with Damage to
Property.

fore Magistrate Peter Hugh
in the Fort Wellington
Magistrates’ Court where
they pleaded not guilty.
Mc Pherson and
Daniels were placed on

They were also ordered
to stay 50 feet away from
the victim.

Both matters have been
adjourned to March 30,
2023.
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Bahamas Deputy PM defends new
Royal Carlbbean Beach Club deal

'1",'1__
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Loop - Deputy Prime
Minister Chester Cooper
has hit back at former Prime
Minister Dr Hubert Minnis
for his criticism of the gov-
ernment’s recent approval
of Royal Caribbean Inter-
national’s (RCI) Paradise
Island beach club project.

In an interview with The
Tribune newspaper, Minnis
said this new deal is a
watered down version of
the plan his administration
had with RCI, which would
have seen the company
agree to the redevelop the
Grand Lucayan hotel and
expand cruise port facilities
in Grand Bahama.

“If they [the Govern-
ment] truly love the Baha-
mian people then the Grand
Bahama component must be
continued, because that will
energise and revitalise Port
Lucaya.

“That was part of it.
We sign together. We sign
for Grand Bahama, and we
sign for Paradise Island,” he
told The Tribune.

“The Grand Bahama
component was that hotel
and the cruise port. There
would be a new and ex-
panded cruise port, which
would represent an increase
in visitors to Grand Baha-

The proposed Royal Caribbean Beach Club. Photo: Royal Caribbean.

ma, more jobs for taxis and
tours, and more visitors to
Grand Bahama. He [Mr Da-
vis] has taken that out, and
watered it down. It hinged
on Freeport. That was the
agreement. We were going
to sign Freeport and Para-
dise Island together.”

In response to Minnis’
criticism, Cooper said the
new deal is “in the best in-
terest of the Bahamian peo-
ple.”

“The facts are that the
last administration approved
the lease of Crown land on
Paradise Island for RCI in
February of 2020.

“Further, if this was
connected to the completion
of the Grand Lucayan deal,
then why would the Minn-
is Administration have ex-
ecuted the lease before the

Grand Lucayan deal was
completed?” Cooper said in
a statement.

“When the government
signed a deal with RCI and
ITM for the Grand Lucayan
in March 2020, the public
was not aware of the lease
given on Crown land at Par-
adise Island or that the deal
locked out Bahamian own-
ership and economic partic-
ipation in the beach club.

“The Minnis adminis-
tration also agreed to terms
in its Grand Lucayan deal
that would have seen the
public finance the joint ven-
ture with taxpayer dollars to
purchase the hotel without a
commitment to developing
the property until the second
half of the decade.”

Cooper said that the
current government restruc-

cont’d from pg 13
she said.

ters, face,”

nancial systems.

significant loss that countries of our Re-
gion, which are comparatively low emit-

She also underscored the need for eq-
uitable standards across international fi-

“We want the international communi-
ty to agree on a single set of regulations
so that what is agreed in one jurisdiction
is agreed everywhere, as otherwise, there
is great dysfunction within our financial
the Secretary-General empha-

systems,”
sised.

tured the Paradise Island
deal to ensure Bahamians
benefit from its operation.

“We believe that the
current deal, which is still
subject to environmental
approval, is in the best
interest of the Bahamian
people.

“It is understood that Dr
Minnis is desperate to return
to the leadership of the Free
National Movement, but
that struggle should not
prevent him from facing
the reality of his inept deal-
making and his abysmal
leadership,” said Cooper.

RCI expects to com-
plete the construction of the
beach club in 2025.

The beach club will
be made up of 13 acres of
land owned by the cruise
line and 4 acres of Crown
Land. Guests at the beach
club will have access to a
range of onshore and water
activities including scuba
diving and nature hikes.

Bahamians will have
a 49 per cent equity in the
beach club.
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France protests' Clashes after Macron
orders rise Iin pensmn age W|thout vote

BBC - Police in Paris have clashed
with protesters after the French gov-
ernment decided to force through pen-
sion reforms without a vote in parlia-
ment.

Crowds converged on Place de la
Concorde in response to the raising of
the retirement age from 62 to 64.

The plans had sparked two months
of heated political debate and strikes.

Finally, Prime Minister Elisabeth
Borne invoked article 49:3 of the con-
stitution - allowing the government to
avoid a vote in the Assembly.

The decision was taken minutes
before MPs were scheduled to vote on
the controversial bill, because there
was no guarantee of winning a major-
ity.

The move caused fury among op-
position politicians. Many jeered the
prime minister, sang La Marseillaise
and held up signs of protest in parlia-
ment.

A no-confidence motion will be
filed against President Emmanuel
Macron’s government, far-right oppo-
sition leader Marine Le Pen has sug-
gested.

Thousands of people came out on
the streets of Paris and other French
cities to protest the move, singing
the national anthem and waving trade
union flags.

Some protesters clashed with po-
lice as evening fell. A fire was lit in
the middle of the Place de la Concorde
and police with shields and batons
fired tear gas and moved to clear the
square.

As the demonstrators dispersed,
police said they had made eight ar-
rests.

But unions vowed to maintain
their opposition to the pension chang-
es, with the Confédération Générale
du Travail (CGT) saying another day

___-.:‘ -
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of strikes and demonstrations was be-
ing planned for Thursday 23 March.

The constitutional procedure that
has prompted all this anger may sound
obscure, but it is very much part of the
political vocabulary in France.

Even though President Emman-
uel Macron was re-elected last year
on a platform of retirement reforms,
his ruling coalition has no majority in
the Assembly and would have needed
support from the Republicans party to
pass the pension changes.

Officials from Mr Macron’s Re-
naissance party spent the morning des-
perately whipping members into line
in a bid to pass their bill.

They knew some of their MPs
could vote against or abstain, faced
with the evident unpopularity of the
bill, so they resorted to special consti-
tutional powers.

But whenever a government in-
vokes the 49:3, it can be sure it will be
accused straight away of riding rough-
shod over the will of the people.

In fact, it has been used precisely
100 times in the more than 60 years
of the Fifth Republic, and by govern-
ments of all shades.

Obviously, it tends to be used
more frequently by governments that

do not have an in-built majority in par-
liament, such as the socialist Michel
Rocard’s in the 1980s and Elisabeth
Borne’s today.

She has in fact already used it sev-
eral times, but those occasions were
for public finance bills which were
less controversial.

Use of the procedure is a way to
bypass a vote which might be lost, but
the down side for the government is
that the opposition parties can imme-
diately table a vote of no-confidence.

If these are voted through, the gov-
ernment falls. That is a theoretical pos-
sibility now, but unlikely, because it
would mean the far-right, the left and
much of the conservative opposition
all coming together.

The dispute once again makes
France look unreformable. By com-
parison with other countries in Eu-
rope, the change to the pension age is
far from dramatic.

But the bill is regularly described
by opponents as “brutal”, “inhuman”
and “degrading”.

Morale in France is low and get-
ting lower, and people see retirement
as a bright spot in the future. But many
feel that this is a rich man’s govern-
ment taking even that away.
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Canadian Supreme Court judge on
leave after Arizona resort altercation

By Chloe Kim
An alleged drunken altercation at

an Arizona resort has landed a Cana-
dian Supreme Court justice on paid
leave.

According to a police case report
filed in January, a US Marine Corps
veteran claimed that Justice Russell
Brown engaged in the ‘“unwanted
touching” of a female guest at the re-
sort that month.

The veteran said he later punched
Mr Brown “a few times” during an ar-
gument.

Mr Brown has denied the claims
and called the account “demonstrably
false”.

Earlier this month, the Canadian
Judicial Council announced it was re-
viewing a complaint received in Janu-
ary into Mr Brown’s alleged conduct
in Arizona. He has been on leave since
1 February as the judicial oversight
body looks into the matter.

There are differing accounts of the
incident, which took place while Mr
Brown, 57, was staying at the luxu-
ry Omni Scottsdale Resort & Spa at
Montelucia, attending a gala celebrat-
ing a former colleague.

Jonathan Crump, a 3I1-year-old
mortgage adviser and US army veter-
an, told The Vancouver Sun last week
that the judge was harassing his female
friend after they met Mr Brown in the
resort bar late on 28 January.

He said he was irritated by what
he claimed was the judge’s boastful
behaviour and that the judge later fol-
lowed the group back to their room.

“I told him: ‘You’re clearly intox-
icated and the girls are creeped out by
you. He shoved me .... I pushed him
back, then punched him in the face
twice and he fell to the ground,” Mr
Crump told the newspaper.

Following the publication of that

Canadian Supreme Court Justice Russell Brown is on leave while an investigation
looks into a physical altercation at an Arizona hotel.

story, Mr Brown released a statement,
saying that “in light of the false state-
ments in the media by Mr Jonathan
Crump, I am compelled to respond”.

He confirmed parts of Mr Crump’s
account, saying he joined the group at
the table but “did not speak or other-
wise engage with him”.

“We all left the lounge at roughly
the same time. Outside the lounge, Mr
Crump objected to me rejoining the
group and suddenly, without warning
or provocation, punched me several
times in the head. Taken by surprise, I
was unable to defend myself,” he said.

In his media statement, Mr Brown
said Mr Crump called police “in an
apparent attempt to avoid facing the
consequences of assaulting me” add-
ing that he was falsely described as the
instigator of the incident.

“The evidence I provided to the
Council corroborates my account of
the incident,” he said.

Paradise Valley Police Department
answered the subsequent call on the
part of Mr Crump at 01:37 am local
time (08:37 GMT) early on 29 Janu-
ary.

According to the police report, Mr

Brown was allegedly making wom-
en in the group feel uncomfortable,
touching them and kissing their hands,
Mr Crump told the responding officer.

Mr Crump grew hostile during the
interview and appeared “under the in-
fluence of alcohol”, the police officer
noted.

One of the women told police that
the judge kissed her cheek a couple of
times and touched her back and leg.
She said it was not in a “sexual way”
but agreed when asked if it was “un-
wanted touching”. Two other women
in the party said that Mr Brown also
made them feel uncomfortable.

Police attempted to interview Mr
Brown but were unable to reach him.

“Based on the totality of the cir-
cumstances, the use of force appeared
reasonable and necessary, and no
crime was determined,” the officer
concluded in his case report.

Contacted by BBC News on Tues-
day, Mr Brown’s lawyer, Brian Gov-
er, said in an email that the judge had
nothing to add to his earlier statement.

There are nine justices on the Su-
preme Court of Canada. Mr Brown
was appointed in 2015.
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Libya uranium: Missing barrels
recovered, say eastern

=

By Robert Plummer

Armed forces in east-
ern Libya say they have
found about two and a half
tonnes of uranium ore that
were reported missing by
the International Atomic
Energy Agency.

Ten drums containing
the ore were found near the
border with Chad, said the
head of the forces’ media
unit.

The TAEA said it was
“actively working to veri-
fy” media reports.

The agency sounded
the alarm after a visit by
its inspectors earlier this
week to the undisclosed
site.

The area was not in
government-controlled ter-
ritory.

Uranium is a natural-
ly-occurring element that
can have nuclear-related
uses once it has been re-
fined, or enriched.

The wuranium which
went missing could not
be made into a nuclear
weapon in its current state,
but could be used as the
raw material for a nuclear
weapons programme, eX-
perts told the BBC.

In December 2003, un-
der then-military ruler Col
Muammar Gaddafi, Libya
publicly renounced nucle-
ar, biological and chemical
weapons.

But since Col Gaddafi
was deposed in 2011, the
country has been divided

2
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An official inspecting drums said to contain uranium ore.

into competing political
and military factions.

It is now split between
an interim, internationally
recognised government in
the capital, Tripoli, and an-
other one in the east.

Neither is in control of
the south, where the urani-
um was taken from.

Thursday’s statement
on finding the drums came
from the self-styled Libyan
National Army (LNA), the
military force that backs
the unrecognised eastern
Libyan administration.

The LNA is a coalition
of military units, local,
tribal and Salafi militias,
led by Field Marshal Khal-
ifa Haftar, a veteran officer
who took part in the coup
that brought Col Gaddafi
to power in 1969.

The LNA said the con-
tainers of wuranium had
been found about five kilo-
metres (three miles) from

where they had been stored
in southern Libya.

The TAEA says the site
had been difficult to reach
in recent times.

Inspectors had wanted
to visit the location last
year, but the trip had to
be postponed because of
fighting between rival Lib-
yan militias.

Many foreign govern-
ments and groups have
been vying for influence in
Libya since Nato-backed

forces overthrew  Col
Gaddafi. They include
Russia’s Wagner Group

which backs the LNA.

The oil-rich country
is largely lawless and has
previously been described
as an “arms bazaar”.

In 2013, the UN report-
ed that weapons smuggled
out of Libya were fuelling
conflicts in other parts
of Africa and the Middle
East.

forces
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The uranium that went
missing was in a kind of
concentrate known as “yel-
low cake” and “doesn’t
really have any radiation
in its current form”, said
Scott Roecker from the
Nuclear Threat Initiative,
a global security organi-
sation working on nuclear
issues.

He told the BBC’s
Newsday programme it
could be used as

«feedstock» for a nuclear
weapons programme.

Mr Roecker also sug-
gested that it could po-
tentially be used for other
purposes, such as nucle-
ar energy, but pointed out
that countries would nor-
mally buy material for that
on the open market.

“Perhaps it was stolen
by someone who wants to
make a profit out of this?
There’s a lot of scenarios
around this,” he said.
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Paragons beat Stoneville to record
volleyball league

Former champions
Paragons notched up their
second win in the female
division of the Antigua
and Barbuda Amateur
Volleyball ~ Association’s
(ABAVA) Local League at
the indoor stadium at the
YMCA Sports Complex on
Wednesday night.

After only relying on
the required six players in
pulling off a 3-0 win against
newcomers Royal Cruisers
in their opening encounter,
Paragons had an increase
in the number of players
to record a 3-0 win against
Stoneville in their second
encounter.

Paragons prevailed 25-

second wm m

The players of Paragons (pink and black uniform) and Stoneville exchange handshakes at the
end of their female division encounter in the Antigua and Barbuda Amateur Volleyball Associ-
ation’s Local League at the indoor stadium at the YMCA Sports Complex on Wednesday, 15th
March, 2023. (Photo by Elwin Francis)

“Meme”

Beazer was de-

“Well, I must say I am

doing really good,” Beazer

20, 25-18, 25-17 over Ston-
eville in their opening game
of Wednesday night’s dou-
ble header.

lighted to be able to recruit
some new players, all of
whom participated in this
year’s inter-schools’ volley-

feeling good. We have re-
cruited some young play-
ers. They are still in the
learning process, but they

stated.

“We are planning to
come out on Saturdays and
try and work with them a

Captain Annette

ball league.

are life savers and they are

cont’d on pg 19

Bullets crush Clippers by 57
runs in women’s softball cricket

Brysons Shipping & Insurance
Bullets defeated Daryll Matthew Clip-
pers by 57 runs in the Female Division
of the Antigua and Barbuda Softball
Cricket Association’s (ABSCA) T-10
Competition at Dredgers on Sunday.

Bullets won the toss and batted,
scoring 89 for two from 10 overs.

Annette Frank hit 32 not out and
Cheryl Williams got 23. In reply, Clip-
pers were restricted to 32 for eight
from 10 overs.

Karen Cort got 17 while Lana
Thomas snapped up three wickets for
two runs, Mauricia Willette took two
wickets for three runs and Annette

Frank claimed two wickets for eight
runs.

Foster Jonas/Harley’s Mainte-
nance Potters Uprising beat Daryll
Matthew Clippers by 10 wickets.

Clippers were limited to 56 for
six in their 10 overs with Maria Davis
picking up three wickets for 14 runs.
Nolia Elvin hit 36 not out as Potters
achieved victory by scoring 58 with-
out loss in six overs.

Jennings Rockets snatched a
one-wickets win against Flyers. Fly-
ers made 69 for three with Kethonia
King hitting 27 not out. Christophine
Hughes captured two wickets for nine

runs.

Rockets secured victory by scor-
ing 70 for nine in 9.2 overs. Christo-
phine Hughes scored 26. Coller Simon
grabbed three wickets for four runs,
Monique Titus captured two for 10
and Valencia Thomas claimed two for
15.

Flyers overcame Sagicor Enforc-
ers by eight wickets. Enforcers could
only muster 62 for four from their 10
overs with Sacha Michael getting 33.
Valencia Thomas bagged two for 15.
Robinette Burton struck 27 not out as
Flyers claimed victory by scoring 66
for two in their 10 overs.
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Jennings United extend lead, Liberta
record first win in premier league

Jennings United extend-
ed their lead in the Antigua
and Barbuda Football As-
sociation’s (ABFA) Sec-
ond Division while Liberta
Black Hawks recorded their
first win this season in the
ABFA’s Premier Division
League on Wednesday.

Jennings United were
held to a 1-1 draw by At-
tacking Saints in their top
of the table second division
encounter at the Mack Pond
playing field in All Saints.

Shaquille Watkins
scored in the 32nd minute
to equalize for Jennings
United after Roger King’s
21st minute conversion had
given Attacking Saints a 1-0
lead.

Jennings United will re-
main at the top of the sec-
ond division after secur-
ing their third draw in 14
matches to advance to 36
points. Attacking Saints re-
mained five points behind in
second place after recording
their fourth draw in 14 en-
counters.

Bottom team Liberta

The Jennings United Football Team. (File p

Black Hawks came from
behind to claim their first
win in this season’s premier
league by pulling off a 2-1
win over Cedar Grove Blue
Jays at the ABFA’s Techni-
cal Center.

Keon Green scored in
the 39th minute to give the
Blue Jays a 1-0 halftime
lead.

Makhai Browne scored
in the 56th minute to equal-
ize for Liberta. Cedar Grove
were reduced to 10-men in
the 60th minute when Ajani

T
hoto)
Matthew was given the red
card by the referee for using
abusive and insulting lan-
guage.

The Black Hawks capi-
talized on their one-man ad-
vantage as Gerique George
scored the winner with an
84th minute conversion to
give Liberta their victory.

Their first win in 13
matches lifted Liberta to -1
(minus one) point, but the
Black Hawks remain in the
cellar position of the 16-
team competition.

cont’d from pg 18

little more so they’ll be more aggressive.
As you know, God is good, we are doing
our thing and we are grateful.

“They are school league girls. They
are young girls now, they are teenagers
growing up so we are happy to have them
and we are in the Paragons uniform. It’s a
good, it’s a plus.”

After losing their opening encounter
to defending men’s champion Stoneville,
newcomers Pytonz claimed their first
win in the competition by beating Sharks

in straight sets in the second game on
Wednesday night.

Pytonz prevailed 3-0 in the men’s di-
vision affair, winning 25-13, 25-8, 25-15.

The competition will continue with
another double-header at the same venue
tomorrow.

Defending female division champions
Caribbean Alliance Insurance Da Squad
will meet North Coast Hardware Starz
Juniors at 6:30 pm while reigning cham-
pions Stoneville will take on Sharks in a
men’s division encounter at 7:30 pm.

el

Cedar Grove Blue Jays
also remain third from bot-
tom of the standings on sev-
en points after crashing to
their 12th loss in 15 match-

es.

Real Blizzard came
from behind to pull off a
2-1 victory over ABAYA in
a second division affair at
Parham.

Ian Eusebe snatched the
winner for Real Blizzard
when he scored in the 88th
minute of the 90-minute en-
counter. Shamar Carr had
put ABAYA into the lead
with a 36th minute conver-
sion, but Millique London
draw Real Blizzard level by
scoring in the 43rd minute.

Their seventh win in 14
matches carries Real Bliz-
zard to 25 points and up to
fifth place in the standings,
while ABAYA will remain
on eight points and in 12th
place, on goal difference,
after suffering their 10th de-
feat in 14 encounters.
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Spanish Heat win ABBA’s

second lelSlon Ieague title

Galaxia Bar Spanish
Heat are the new league
champions of the Antigua
and Barbuda Basketball As-
sociation’s (ABBA) Second
Division.

Zone 2 winners Spanish
Heat claimed title honours
by pulling off a 72-61 vic-
tory over Zone 1 winners
Ottos Coolers in the league
final at the Ovals basketball
court on Wednesday night.

Steven Matthew scored
20 points; Kevin Pimentel
sank 14 points and grabbed
eight rebounds; Jesus Em-
manuel converted 12 points
and Wilkin Floyd had 11
assists, 10 rebounds, nine
steals and eight points for
Spanish Heat.

Vladimir Castro shot
a game-high 22 points,
claimed seven rebounds
and seven steals; Lincoln
Weekes had 17 points and
eight assists and Javon Si-
mon scored 12 points for
Ottos Coolers.

Following Spanish
Heat’s success, Pimentel ex-
pressed his team’s gratitude
to the Antigua and Barbuda
Association for allowing
them to participate in its na-
tional second division pro-
gramme.

“Before I say anything, |
have to say thank you Jesus,
and thank you to the associ-
ation for giving the Spanish
community the opportunity
to participate in the second
division league,” Pimentel
said.

The Spanish Heat team following their win over Ottos Coolers in the Second Division basketball
league final at the court in Ovals on Wednesday. (Photo by Elwin Francis)

“I feel well because the
guys came here tonight and
played good basketball. We
have some points that we
need to fix, but we will work
it out.”

Both teams advanced to
the finals after topping their
respective eight-team zones
of the 16-team preliminary
round robin-league compe-
tition, which commenced
at the JSC Sports Complex
on Sunday, 4th December,
2022.

The league finals were
preceded by a playoff for
third place, which was won
by New Generation Slam
against Flyers2.

New Generation Slam
snatched a narrow 62-60
victory to capture third
place honours.

Anjis Anthony sank 18

points and snatched 14 re-
bounds, John Rolland Jr
had 16 points and grabbed
14 rebounds and Keaddy
Martin scored 10 points and
claimed nine rebounds for
Slam.

Adrian Carnegie con-
verted 18 points and secured
six rebounds, Craig Mas-
siah scored 14 points and
snapped up eight rebounds
and Jaheem James sank 10
points and pulled down six
rebounds for Flyers2.

New Generation Slam
had finished second in Zone
1 while Flyers2 had claimed
the runners-up spot in Zone
2 at the end of the prelimi-
naries.

The top two Zone One
and Two teams which
played on Wednesday night
will be joined by the other

two teams that finished in
the top four in each group
in contesting the Second Di-
vision playoffs that will tip-
off this weekend.

Also advancing to the
second division playoffs
are Cuties Ovals Young
Guns and Caribbean Phar-
maceuticals Fearless Crewl
from Zone 2 along with Old
Road Daggers and Wadadli
Elites1 from Zone 1.

The best of three open-
ing rounds of the second
division play-off series will
commence with a double
header at the Ovals basket-
ball court tomorrow, Satur-
day.

Ottos Coolers will face
Cuties Ovals Young Guns
at 6:45 pm while New Gen-
eration Slam will clash with
Fearless Crew1 at 8:30 pm.
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OCS capture 18 and Under
schools’ netball title

Ottos Comprehensive
School (OCS) has secured
the 18 and Under Division
title in the Cool & Smooth

Inter-Schools’ Netball
Championships.
Ottos Comprehensive

kept their unbeaten run in-
tact by snatching their 8th
win in as many games with
anarrow 17-15 victory over
the Antigua State College
at the YMCA Sports Com-
plex on Wednesday.

Kiara Samuel sank 10
of her 19 attempts and Jes-
sica Massicott scored seven
of her 14 shots for Ottos,

while Zhanira Pereira con-
verted 12 of her 13 tries for
State College.

Irene B Williams Sec-
ondary snatched a 16-15
victory against Clare Hall
Secondary in the same di-
vision.

Lovinna Matthew sank
12 of her 19 shots for Irene
B Williams while Jahlika
Pascal scored eight of her
12 attempts and Ijhanae
Isadore sank seven of her
eight shots for Clare Hall
Secondary.

Ottos Comprehensive
also clinched second place

behind undefeated cham-
pions Antigua Girls High
School in the 16 and Under
Division.

Ottos Comprehensive
claimed the runners-up po-
sition by snatching a 9-7
victory over Princess Mar-
garet School on Wednes-
day.

Kiara Samuel scored
six of her 11 shots for Ottos
while Jahida Payne sank
four of her eight attempts
for Princess  Margaret
School, who finished third
in the competition after
winning the title last year.

Glanvilles Second-
ary School prevailed 18-5
against the First Team of
the Christ the King High
School.

Deana Romeo convert-
ed 10 of her 18 shots and
Nzae Williams scored eight
of her 15 attempts for Glan-
villes Secondary.

However, the Second
Team of the Christ the King
High School won their en-
counter by default over
the All Saints Secondary
School who failed to show
up for their encounter on
Wednesday.

cont’d from pg 22
figures of six for 50 off 24 overs.

In response, the Leeward Islands
were dismissed for 154 in 42 overs
to give the Barbados Pride a first in-
nings’ lead of 168 runs. Captain Jah-
mar Hamilton topscored with 30.

Left-arm pacer Dominic Drakes
claimed three for 38, off-spinner
Chaim Holder had two wickets for
seven runs, Jair McAllister picked up
two for 36 and medium pacer Shemar
Springer took two for 48.

However, Devon Thomas, bowling
medium pace, and Cornwall shared all
10 wickets as Leeward Islands clawed
their way back into the game by dis-
missing the Barbados Pride for 78 in
23.2 overs in their second innings.

Following a 59-run opening stand
between Zachary McCaskie, who
made 29 and Sheyne Moseley with
27, no other batsmen managed to
reach double figures during a spectac-
ular Barbados Pride second innings
batting collapse in which they lost
their last nine wickets for just 19 runs.

Cornwall snapped up five for 19 to
end with a match haul of 11 for 69,
while Thomas grabbed five for 22.

Jamaica Scorpions will start to-
day’s third day chasing a victory tar-
get of 415 runs to beat the Windward
Islands Volcanoes in their regional
third round match at Providence in
Guyana.

After dismissing the Scorpions
for 101 in their first innings to take a
lead of 116 runs, the Windward Island
were dismissed for 298 in 78.5 overs
in their second innings at the end of
yesterday’s second day.

Alick Athanaze, who had made
topscore of 81 in the Windward Is-
lands first innings total of 217, contin-
ued his fine form with a knock of 97
off 100 balls with 15 fours and a six.

Kavem Hodge made 82 and Justin
Greaves scored 33.

Left-arm Spinner Patrick Harty
claimed three for 62, medium pacer
Marquino Mindley took two for 44
and Nicholas Gordon picked up two
for 59.

Earlier, Derval Greene failed to
add to his overnight score of 33 as the
Jamaica Scorpions were dismissed for
101 after resuming on 98 for seven.

Greaves finished with six for 34,
Shermon Lewis had two for 29 and
Ryan John claimed two for 38.

Guyana Harpy Eagles, with a lead
of 260 runs, were 96 for three in their
second innings at the close of the sec-
ond day of their regional four-day en-
counter against the Trinidad & Tobago
Red Force at the Brian Lara Stadium
in Tarouba, Trinidad.

Kemoi Savory is unbeaten on 34
and opener Matthew Nandu made 33.

In reply to the Guyana first inning
total of 324, Trinidad and Tobago,
resuming on their overnight score of
seven without loss, were dismissed
for 160 in 52 overs.

Jason Mohammad topscored
with 50. Pacer Rensford Beacon
bagged four for 31, left-arm spinner
Veerasammy Permaul captured three
for 36 and pacer Kemo Paul picked up
three for 37.
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L1 Hurricanes chasing victory
against Barbados Pride

The Leeward Islands
Hurricane are in need of an-
other 234 runs to beat Bar-
bados Pride in their Cricket
West Indies (CWI) region-
al four-day championship
match at the Queen’s Park
Oval in Trinidad.

Set 247 runs for victo-
ry, the Hurricanes were 13
without loss in their sec-
ond innings at the close of
yesterday’s second day, in
which they clawed their
way back into the match.

Resuming on 294 for
eight, Barbados lost their
remaining two wickets for
the addition of 28 runs to be
all out for 322 in 91.5 overs
in their first innings.

Captain Shane Dowrich
added just eight more runs
to his overnight score of

Off—sp/nner-ﬁahkeerﬁ Cb_rntﬁ/a//, right, p)’ckeo’ up ahu1 1-wicket match haul to bowl! the Leew;ard
Islands into a good position to beat the Barbados Pride in their Cricket West Indies regional four-
day championship match at the Queen’s Park Oval in Trinidad. (CWI Media)

116 and was left not out on
124 off 200 balls with nine
fours and a six.

Pacers Sheno Berridge,

successful

for 55, claimed the last two off-spinner Rahkeem Corn-
who claimed two for 39,and wickets and the Hurricanes
Jeremiah Louis with one most

wall, ended with overnight

bowler, cont’d on pg 21

The 2023 Antigua Commercial
Bank (ACB) Caribbean Parish League
domestic season will continue with the
fifth and sixth round matches in the Sir
Curtly Ambrose Limited Overs Com-
petition this weekend.

In tomorrow’s (Saturday) fifth
round matches, Dreams 2 Reality Sea
View Farm will face Urlings at Sea
View Farm, Freetown will host Time

-

Parish League cricket continues this weekend'

of Victory Old Road at Freetown and
Police will meet Antigua Masters, for-
merly St Paul’s, at the Police Recre-
ation Grounds.

Calvin Thomas and Danny Win-
spere will umpire at Sea View Farm,
Llewellyn Simon and Vaughn Connor
will officiate at Freetown while Dirk
Schouten and Nigel Browne will um-
pire at the Police Recreation Ground.

On Sunday, Police will oppose Ma-
hico at the Police Recreation Ground.
The umpires are Nigel Brown and Dirk
Schouten. Urlings will take on Free-
town at Urlings. The officiators will be
Calvin Thomas and Danny Winspere.

Dreams 2 Reality Sea View Farm
will oppose Time of Victory Old Road
at Old Road where Oliver Benjamin
and Llewellyn Simon will officiate. )
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