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NEWFIELD MAN
GUILTY OF MURDER

Story on Page 2
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Minister of Agriculture, E. P. Chet Greene, has committed to holding regular, in-person meetings with farmers to acquire a better
understanding of their concerns so that his ministry can meet their needs, as they collectively work to increase food security for the

people of Antigua and Barbuda. Story on page 4.
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Mixed jury returns guilty

verdict m murder trial

A Newfield man has been
found guilty of murder in a
case in which a mixed jury of
seven women and two men
returned their verdict after
examining the evidence for
approximately three hours.

Kenworth “Billy” Charles
was found guilty of the mur-
der of Fitzroy Robins follow-
ing an incident in Villa on
24th July, 2020. Robins was
a soldier and an immigration
officer before migrating to
the United States. He was lat-
er deported back to Antigua
and Barbuda.

The case, heard before
Justice Colin Williams, was
prosecuted by lead attorney,
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Shannon Jones-Gittens. The
defence team was headed by
Wendel Robinson who was
assisted by Merrise McDou-
gal.

The incident stemmed
from the deceased man’s re-
fusal to pay for beers he was
consuming at a location on
Bay Street, at which time
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Robins intervened with a
knife and instructed him to
pay the business owner for
the alcoholic beverages he
took from her.

A day after on 24th July,
2020, the two men encoun-
tered each other at the same
location and an argument
ensued, which lead to a scuf-

CONTACT US FOR RESERVATIONS
+1 268 764-2281

Kenworth “Billy” Charles
fle, at which time Kenworth

Charles drew a knife and fa-
tally wounded Fitzroy Robins
by inflicting multiple stabs
about his body.

Charles was arrested and
charged with Robins’ murder.

The trial, which lasted
more than a week, heard from
several witnesses called by
both the prosecution and de-
fence teams. Among those
giving evidence was a police
photographer who produced
as evidence forty-five pho-
tos of the crime scene. Items
from the scene of the crime
were also produced.

At the end of the trial,
Justice Colin Williams said
sentencing is set for 22nd
March.

Kenworth Charles faces a
maximum of life in prison for
the crime. His attorney, Wen-
del Robinson, has already sig-
naled his intention to file an
appeal on behalf of his client,
as he had hoped for the lesser
charge of manslaughter to be
considered. He said he will
also request a social inquiry
report for the court’s consid-
eration prior to sentencing.
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First phase of sustainable
farming workshop concludes

The first two instal-
ments of the Sustainable
Agriculture and Climate
Change workshop have
been successfully complet-
ed.

Organised jointly by
the United Nations Food
and Agricultural Organiza-
tion (FAO) and the Carib-
bean Agricultural Research
and Development Institute
(CARDI), the training ses-
sions took place this week
at CARDI’s facility at Bet-
ty's Hope.

The event, facilitated
by CARDI representative
Paul Lucas, saw over 30
farmers learn about various
techniques and technolog-
ical interventions, which
can help to combat the ef-
fects of climate change and
prolonged droughts.

“Participants were in-
troduced to drought resis-
tant varieties of plants and
tubers such as sweet potato
and cassava.

“These are varieties
specially bred to survive
in conditions with less wa-
ter availability, where their
otherwise standard variet-
ies would not,” workshop
coordinator, FAO represen-
tative, Mali Barnes stated.

He said the farmers
were even given free sam-
ples of these hardier plant
varieties which they can
grow and experiment with
on their farms.

Barnes described the
farmers as “very enthusias-

tic” and expressed satisfac-
tion with the high level of
participation and engage-
ment.

The event was opened
with remarks from Direc-
tor of Agriculture, Gregory
Bailey, who highlighted the
timeliness of the workshop
and the need for farmers to
employ creative means to
counter the impacts of cli-
mate change.

The workshop series
continues on 27th and 28th
February and will culmi-
nate with a final training
session in Barbuda on 6th
March.
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Shown here are some of the more than thirty participants, along with the organisers, who en-
gaged in the Sustainable Agriculture workshop hosted by the FAO and CARDI
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Agriculture minister continues
interactive sessions with farmers

The series of face-to-
face consultations between
Minister of Agriculture,
E. P. Chet Greene, and the
farming community contin-
ued at All Saints Secondary
School on Tuesday eve-
ning.

Accompanied by Chief
Extension Officer, Owolabi
Elabanjo, and Chief Plant
Protection Officer, Dr. Janil
Gore, Minister Greene is
fulfilling his duty to engage
with farmers in Antigua
and Barbuda regularly.

Greene says this will
allow him to better grasp,
directly from the source,
the challenges farmers en-
counter, and their concerns
related to food production.

In an earlier consul-
tation, farmers identified
several common concerns.
Chief among them were is-
sues related to the supply
of water and the ongoing
problem of praedial larce-

ny.
“The farmers also raised

a number of concerns with
the minister including the
issue of marketing of their
produce and the ongoing
problems surrounding ad-
equate supply of water,”
Elabanjo reported.

He said the minister lis-
tened attentively in what
turned out to be a lively
and interactive session be-
tween himself, the minis-
try’s technicians and the
farmers.

While their concerns
will not all be solved over-
night, Minister Greene
committed to giving the
farmers the attention they
deserve and promised that
he will provide updates on
the progress being made to
address their requests di-
rectly and through the min-
istry’s technicians.

The next meeting will
involve farmers from the

Minister of Agriculture, E. P. Chet Greene

southeast and northeast of Bethesda, St. Philip, and
Antigua. Freetown.
This will bring togeth- Following tonight’s

er farmers from Parham,
Lodge, Pares, Glanvilles,
Seatons and Willikies with
their counterparts from

meeting, the minister will
journey to Barbuda in early
March to meet with farmers
there.

Government examines ways to
speed up entry processes at VCBIA

The Cabinet of Antigua and Bar-
buda is reviewing ways to improve
the entry and departure processes at
the V.C. Bird International Airport.

On Wednesday, the cabinet in-
vited to its meeting, managers of the
Antigua and Barbuda Airport Au-
thority (ABAA), the Immigration
Department, and the I.T. specialists
that manage the systems which al-
low for a smooth flow of passengers
arriving and departing at V.C. Bird

cont’don pg 5
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Another drug bust at VCBIA

There appears to be no
letting up by drug peddlers
who continue to push their
illicit items through con-
cealment into the country.

The latest report is of
a drug interdiction at V.C.
Bird International Airport
on Tuesday February 21st,
2023.

A joint operation in-
volving officers from the
Narcotics and Customs De-
partments, along with the
K-9 Unit of the Royal Po-
lice Force of Antigua and
Barbuda took place at the
cargo transit shed at approx-

discovered in a brown card-
board box.

Once the packages of
cannabis were transferred
to police headquarters,
they were weighed and to-
taled five pounds, with an

estimated street value of
EC$30,000.
No arrests

imately 6pm, where five
vacuum-sealed  packages

containing cannabis were have been

cont’ d from pg 4
International Airport.

According to the cabinet notes, the ability of the
Immigration Department to deliver the full panoply of
electronic services is not yet complete. The Minister re-
sponsible for Aviation, Charles Fernandez and the Min-
ister responsible for Information Technology, Melford
Nicholas, have been collaborating to produce a system
to ensure the successes of the e-system.

Both have agreed to address the following:

a. Completing the Electronic I.D. card (that will re-
move the need for the passenger to fill in the data which
appears on the printed version of the card).

b. Removing the face-to-face contact now required
during the entry exercise.

c. Placing kiosks in the arrival lounge to satisfy in-
bound passengers.

d. Speeding-up the slower existing system for arriv-
ing and departing passengers, using the upgraded elec-
tronic system.

The Notes said it was agreed that the funding re-
quired to complete the system will come from the ABAA
and the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority.

It added that the Canadian Bank Note (CBN) Com-
pany is also a collaborator in this journey, since the pass-
ports utilized by Antiguans and Barbudans are manufac-
tured/produced by this Canadian firm.

made in this latest incident.

Smugglers remain re-
lentless in their pursuit to
ship cannabis into the coun-
try using the V.C. Bird Inter-

—
S

ISR AN

STATE
FRIEEE LIEETEE

Life | Medical

national Airport, Deep Wa-
ter Harbour and the General
Post Office. However, fre-
quent joint operations have
thwarted those plans.
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MOE encourages full
participation for Literacy Festival

The Ministry of Educa-
tion, Sports and Creative
Industries will host the Na-
tional Literacy Festival on
2nd March, 2023.

The festival will be

allow for schools across
Antigua and Barbuda to
place emphasis on the
theme “Literacy: Enrich-
ing lives and preserving
our culture”.

Language Arts - Desryn
Collins, said the purpose
of the National Literacy
Festival, which is part of
the Ministry’s Education
Month activities, is to un-

school-based, which will Education Officer, derscore the idea that the
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literacy development of
students is critical to their
overall wellbeing.

“It is no secret that
many of our students are

struggling with literacy
but a much greater num-
ber have excellent literacy
skills.

“So, this festival is also
an opportunity to celebrate
the literacy development
of students at both the pri-
mary and secondary levels
of education,” Mrs. Col-
lins added.

Secondary schools will
conduct their main activ-
ities during the hours of
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon,
while the activities at pri-

mary schools will take
place from 1:00 p.m. to
3:00 p.m.

The Education Officer
is inviting the general pub-
lic to support the schools
in the communities on this
day.

All citizens are invit-
ed to find time during the
day, on March 2nd 2023,
to focus their attention on
the activity and join in by
reading anything of their
choice, for at least half an
hour.
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Allow your body to recharge

By Micaiah Morgan

Some people find taking a break
from work difficult since they are con-
tinuously in work mode. While this can
make a person appear to be a hardwork-
ing employee, it also makes that indi-
vidual prone to burnout.

If you’re guilty of this, you must
learn to take care of yourself as your
body needs time to unwind, regardless
of the activity. You will suffer physi-
cally and mentally if you do not allow
your body to reset.

Breaks from your task will give you
the energy that will result in a more suc-
cessful outcome. Your body and mind
require time to rest because overwork-
ing yourself will be inefficient.

Find something relaxing to do, you
don’t have to depend on a vacation or
a day off to recharge yourself. You can
try:

listening to music

reading a book

watching a movie or your favourite
tv show

taking a walk outside

FLAMINGO IMAGES/SHUTTERSTOCK

spending time with family and
friends

Taking a few minutes away from
your task will also help you feel more at
ease. You may feel guilty and worry if
you would have wasted your time, but
your body recognizes when it’s time to
rest. When you find yourself becoming
exhausted and generating low-quality
work as a result of overdrive, it may
simply indicate you need a break.

You can improve your quality of

life when you also find time to care for
yourself. Making the time may seem
hard, especially with a demanding job,
family, and other responsibilities, but
finding the time is important.

Take a break and rest the next time
you find yourself working nonstop.
Make time, no matter how hectic your
schedule, to reset your mind and reju-
venate your body. It can help you stay
healthy and recover from the stresses of
daily life.

G Simply Classy
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How shrinking teams are

pushing workers to th

By Alex Christian

As layoffs bite, teams are
becoming smaller — and few-
er resources mean remaining
employees are spread thin
and overburdened.

As the head of marketing
for a UK restaurant group,
James’s role was to develop
its long-term strategy, steadi-
ly build its digital audience
and gradually increase foot-
fall. However, his job looked
different in practice — there
were never enough employ-
ees to get even the smaller,
more routine tasks done, let
alone focus on the job he
was hired to do.

“From day one, there
was a lack of numbers,” says
London-based James, whose
surname is being withheld
for career-security concerns.
“I was spread too thinly to
be able to work effectively:
I’d have to try and fit the
big-picture strategic stuff
of marketing alongside the
granular day-to-day stuff.”
His bosses, he says, showed
little sympathy, and James
often found himself working
16-hour days.

His team was so lean,
hobbled by labour shortag-
es following Brexit, pan-
demic-enforced lockdowns
and the overall hiring crisis
in the service industry, that
James says even managers
would often have to wait ta-
bles. And these issues also
had a knock-on effect for
his job: “Customers would
have a bad experience at

Understaffing can create stress, anxiety and burnout for em-

ployees (Credit: Getty Images)

the venue because it was so
short-staffed that it would
negatively affect me as a
marketer,” he says.

Lacking help daily,
James’s job soon became
impossible. “I understand
why companies want to run
things with low staffing to
minimise risk, particular-
ly as hospitality is going
through a very difficult pe-
riod,” he says. “However, it
takes a great toll on every-
one involved.”

Unbearable workloads

Being on a small team
doesn’t mean that it’s neces-
sarily understaffed, even if
work demands are high.

Some teams are simply
designed to be lean, with
these employees expected
to be in multifaceted roles
that enable them to work
with limited resources. “In
some cases, employees have
varied skill sets that enable
them to be efficient, produc-
tive and get their jobs done,”
explains Deniece Maston,
HR advisor at the Society
for Human Resource Man-

agement (Shrm), based in
Virginia, US.

But there’s a significant
difference between a team
that’s intentionally designed
to be small and nimble, ver-
sus one that is resource-poor.

If workloads are no lon-
ger bearable when an em-
ployee is absent, and col-
leagues are suddenly thrust
into performing another
worker’s job requirements,
then it’s likely to be a case
of understaffing. “In these
situations, employees can
frequently find themselves
needing to work overtime,”
says Maston.

As global layoffs pick up
speed, remaining employees
are finding themselves on
shrinking teams. And con-
tinuing economic uncertain-
ty means many businesses
are striving to do more with
less, as they cut jobs and slam
the recruitment brakes. For
the employees still working,
reduced headcounts mean
they’re often expected to
pick up the slack, lift heavi-
er workloads and complete

e brink

tasks beyond their job remit.
All this comes at a cost.
Economic conditions may
mean more workers could
find themselves in under-
staffed workplaces and,
amid broader market uncer-
tainty, have little choice but
to stretch themselves to their
limits. While the work may
still get done in the short
term, understaffing ultimate-
ly takes a toll: creating stress,
anxiety and burnout for em-
ployees, and other insidious
consequences long-term.
While the work may still
get done in the short term,
understaffing ultimately
takes a toll: creating stress,
anxiety and burnout for em-
ployees, and other insidious
consequences long-term
Of course, under-re-
sourced teams can affect
output for companies. But
there’s a human side, too.
Workers ultimately bear
the brunt of understaffing,
leaving them psychological-
ly burdened on top of their
already-heavy  workloads.
This impacts not only their
job performance — some-
thing that can reflect neg-
atively on them — but also
their mental health. “Under-
staffing creates stress and
anxiety among teams that
eventually impacts the qual-
ity of work and employee
wellbeing”, says Maston.
This reality hit James
hard — he says it placed him
in an untenable position. “I
cont’d on pg 9
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Bunji Garlin wins

Road March in Trinidad

CMC - The Alvarez household
could now boast of yet another
Road March title.

Ian Alvarez aka Bunji Garlin
has won the Visit Trinidad 2023
Road March race with his runaway
hit “Hard Fete”.

According to official results re-
leased by the Trinbago Unified Ca-
lypsonians Organisation (TUCO),
Hard Fete was the most-played song
at judging points with 135 plays.

Nailah Blackman and Skinny
Fabulous’ “Come Home” was sec-

ond with 106 plays.

Machel Montano and Patrice
Roberts” “Like Yuh Self” placed
third with 50 plays.

This is Garlin’s second Road
March title but his first as a solo act.

His first title was in 2019 with
“Famalay” in collaboration with
Montano and Skinny Fabulous.

Garlin’s wife Fay Ann Ly-
ons-Alvarez holds three Road
March titles.

Both Garlin and Fay Ann are
credited as writers for “Hard Fete”

Bunji Garlin is the new Road March winner

cont’d from pg 8

had a choice: either work a
draining number of hours, or
opt for a more manageable
workday that meant I’d have
to deal with the stress lat-
er, knowing that not all my
tasks had been completed
that day.”

Where to stay?

Headcount was already
going down at many firms
before news of cross-sector
job cuts.

During the height of
the Great Resignation, for
instance, workers who re-
mained were expected to
pick up the slack as employ-
ees quit in droves. And while
teams worked extra hard to
compensate, many of the va-
cated positions sat open as
recruiters struggled: an Oc-
tober 2022 survey of more
than 5,100 firms by the Brit-
ish Chambers of Commerce
showed that 76% reported
difficulties recruiting staff,
with 56% saying that they
were operating below full

capacity as a result of hiring
shortages.

Although a tumultuous
labour market can create un-
derstaffed teams, employers
may also create these situa-
tions, since it makes finan-
cial sense for companies to
operate as lean as possible.
“Executives focus on profit
as the priority, and people
are an expensive resource,”’
says Kirk Chang, professor
of business at University of
East London. “A business
wants to produce maximum
revenue with minimal costs
—there’s a financial incentive
to work round-the-clock and
maximise every employee’s
potential.”

Compared to workers,
management can therefore
have a different perspective
on what constitutes under-
staffing. Bosses naturally fa-
vour employees that are pro-
active and push themselves
to their limit, says Chang.
“If a lack of manpower is
flagged, a manager may re-

mind them they’re paid to do
a job and to maximise their
potential, rather than com-
plain.”

And as employees see
their colleagues cut, they
can feel tacit pressure to
accept a lack of resources,
push through and take on
heavier workloads. “An em-
ployee will immediately feel
stress in this situation,” says
Chang.

In  many instances,
workers will be inclined to
dig in for their own security
and help their stretched col-
leagues.

This keeps productivity
high in the short term, pleas-
ing bosses and incentivising
them to keep teams small,
but it also masks the deep-
er understaffing issues. And
while depleted resources
can have immediate knock-
on effects, harm can also be
slow and insidious, nega-
tively impacting a career in
the long term.

Eventually, say experts,

understaffing is unsustain-
able: there’s always a break-
ing point, be it the work
that suffers or the worker’s
wellbeing. “If an employee
is required to do an extra
job on top of their existing
workload every day, it can
eventually lead to significant
burnout,” says Chang. “The
worker will shut down and
may even be forced to quit.”

Despite this, current
macroeconomic factors and
labour-market issues mean
many workers can expect to
be on short-staffed teams —
for the time being, at least.
It’s not just the companies
conducting layoffs that cre-
ate these situations, though.
Some firms aren’t cutting
workers, but are instead still
struggling to fill vacancies
that have existed for years —
keeping currently under-re-
sourced teams stuck in the
same spot.

“Understaffing may be
a reality for a while,” says
Maston. (BBC)
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Microsoft brings Bing
chatbot to phones
after curbing quirks

By Matt O’Brien

Microsoft is ready to
take its new Bing chatbot
mainstream — less than a
week after making major
fixes to stop the artificial-
ly intelligent search engine
from going off the rails.

The company said
Wednesday it is bringing
the new Al technology to
its Bing smartphone app,
as well as the app for its
Edge internet browser.

Putting the new Al-en-
hanced search engine into
the hands of smartphone
users is meant to give Mi-
crosoft an advantage over
Google, which dominates
the internet search busi-
ness but hasn’t yet released
such a chatbot to the pub-
lic.

In the two weeks since
Microsoft unveiled its re-
vamped Bing, more than
a million users around the
world have experimented
with a public preview of
the new product after sign-
ing up for a waitlist to try
it. Microsoft said most of
those users responded pos-
itively, but others found
Bing was insulting them,
professing its love or voic-
ing other disturbing or bi-
zarre language.

Powered by some of

Introducing the new Bing

R questons. Get complete answers. C

and create,

The Microsoft Bing logo and the website’s page are shown in this photo taken in New York on
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023. Microsoft is ready to take its new Bing chatbot mainstream — less than
a week after making major fixes to stop the artificially intelligent search engine from going off
the rails. The company said Wednesday, Feb. 22, it is bringing the new Al technology to its Bing
smartphone app, as well as the app for its Edge internet browser. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

the same technology be-
hind the popular writing
tool ChatGPT, built by
Microsoft partner Ope-
nAl, the new Bing is part
of an emerging class of
Al systems that have mas-
tered human language and
grammar after ingesting a
huge trove of books and
online writings. They can
compose songs, recipes
and emails on command,
or concisely summarise
concepts with information
found across the inter-

net. But they are also er-
ror-prone and unwieldy.

Reports of Bing’s odd
behaviour led Microsoft
to look for a way to cur-
tail Bing’s propensity to
respond with strong emo-
tional language to certain
questions.

It’s mostly done by lim-
iting the length and time
of conversations with the
chatbot, forcing users to
start a fresh chat after sev-
eral turns. But the upgrad-
ed Bing also now politely

declines questions that it
would have responded to
just a week ago.

“I’m sorry but I prefer
not to continue this con-
versation,” it says when
asked technical questions
about how it works or the
rules that guide it. “I'm
still learning so I appreci-
ate your understanding and
patience.”

Microsoft said its new
technology will also be
integrated into its Skype
messaging service.
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Guyana: Helicopter impounded,
two arrested at illegal gold mine

CMC — Police in Guy-
ana have impounded a he-
licopter and detained two
Brazilians after discov-
ering two illegal mining
camps at New River Trian-
gle, South Rupununi, Re-
gion Nine.

In a statement issued
late on Tuesday night, the
police said that a grey Rob-
inson 44 helicopter, with
registration number PTY-
MBI, was flown to Aishal-
ton airstrip and that Alex-
ander Felix, 54, a licensed
pilot of Rua Paraiba 45 Ap
103, Sdo Paulo, Brazil is
assisting their investiga-
tions.

The other person has
been identified as Luan Ri-
cardo Braoa Silva, 29, of
Belem De Para Brazil.

The police said several
other men believed to be
Brazilians, ran away when
the security forces arrived
at the illegal mining camps
that were spotted during
aerial surveillance on Sun-
day at an area in South Ru-
pununi, Region Nine.

Police said after
searching the two camps
they found one brown and
gold 12-gauge shotgun,
ten 16-gauge cartridges,
forty 12-gauge cartridg-
es and three empty car-
tridge shells. Nine cellular
phones and several docu-
ments were also found.

The police said after the
gold mining camps were
discovered, the helicopter

landed at the site, but noth-
ing illegal had been found.

“Searches were carried
out on his person and the
helicopter but nothing ille-
gal was found, except for
food supplies and gas.”

Aviation Minister Juan
Edghill said the Guyana
Civil Aviation Authority’s
(GCAA) inspector, who
flew to the location on
Tuesday, was expected to
ascertain where the heli-
copter is from and to whom
it is registered.
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Immigrant advocates denounce
US ‘Asylum Transit Ban’ plan

CMC — New York immigration
advocates have denounced an “Asylum
Transit Ban” plan by the Joe Biden ad-
ministration that would block asylum
applications from Caribbean and other
asylum seekers who travelled through
third countries en route to the United
States, but did not apply for asylum.

The New York Immigration Coa-
lition (NYIC), an umbrella policy and
advocacy organisation that represents
over 200 immigrant and refugee rights
groups, said this proposed rule favours
more affluent asylum seekers and
needlessly excludes others from the
United States.

It urged the Biden administration
to expand protections for all asylum
seekers, including those from Haiti,
Cuba and Venezuela.

“A just, humane immigration sys-
tem is an important and necessary part
of a healthy democracy and a growing
economy,” NYIC executive director
Murad Awawdeh told the Caribbean
Media Corporation (CMC).

“However, the Biden administra-
tion’s proposed ‘Asylum Transit Ban’
rule is a blatant and ruthless attack on
our humanitarian obligations, and the
children and families seeking refuge
from violence and persecution in our
country.

“The transit ban cruelly favours
wealthier asylum seekers coming to
the United States via air travel over
those who travel by foot to seek asy-
lum at our borders. These unneces-
sary and arbitrary exclusions privilege
some asylum seekers over others on
the basis of wealth, and is a shockingly
inhumane proposal from the Biden ad-
ministration.

“Despite campaign promises to
deliver solutions for our immigration
system, President Biden is instead re-

viving discriminatory Trump-era pol-
icies that endanger people and under-
mine one of our proudest traditions as
a welcoming nation by recycling a pol-
icy that never had a place in America’s
future,” Awawdeh said.

He said the Biden administration
must end this policy “once and for all
but also work with Congress to reform
the asylum system, so it is fair, effi-
cient and has integrity”.

Co-director of organising Make
the Road New York, Yaritza Mendez,
described the proposed rule as “reck-
less.”

He said the move by the Biden
administration would bring “further
harm to asylum-seekers and violate
their rights.

“We are extremely disappointed
that President Biden continues to at-
tempt to gut the asylum system and
mimic the unlawful actions of the pre-
vious administration. People have the
right to seek asylum; we must provide
asylum seekers due process and the
opportunity to have their claim heard.

“We urge the administration to
immediately reverse course on this
proposed policy and instead refocus

its efforts on investing to support asy-
lum-seekers who are looking for safety
and protection,” he told CMC.

The US Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) and the US Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ) said in a joint
statement on Tuesday that they were
“issuing a proposed rule to incentiv-
ise the use of new and existing lawful
processes and disincentive dangerous
border crossings by placing a new con-
dition on asylum eligibility for those
who fail to do so.

“These steps are being taken in
response to the unprecedented west-
ern hemispheric migration challenges
— the greatest displacement of people
since World War II — and the absence
of congressional action to update a
very broken, outdated immigration
system.”

DHS said it continues to prepare
for the lifting of the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s Title
42 Public Health Order, which is ex-
pected on May 11,2023, and the return
to processing all noncitizens under Ti-
tle 8 immigration authorities.

“Until then, the Title 42 order re-

mains in effect, and individuals who
cont’d on pg 13
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Suriname Parliament resumes
debate on budget following
last weekend’s violent protest

CMC — Government
legislators have condemned
last Friday’s storming of Su-
riname’s National Assembly
with  President Chandri-
kapersad Santokhi reiterat-
ing that those involved in
the action are being tracked
down and will be brought to
Justice.

“All institutions of the
rule of law are functioning.
The home of democracy
has been attacked, but de-
mocracy is functioning,”
President Santokhi said as
legislators resumed debate
on the budget that had been
interrupted by last weekend
disturbances that resulted in
several people being injured
and more than 100 others
arrested.

Thousands of demon-
strators descended on the
capital protesting against
the policies of the govern-
ment including the remov-
al of subsidies on several
items, including hydro and
thermal energy, which the

government said will result
in savings of approximately
US$10.9 million annually.

Assembly President,
Marinus Bee, likened the
storming of the Assembly to
a tropical storm that swept
through the building saying
no rest period will be intro-
duced and the budget debate
will continue.

Vice President Dew
Sharman noted that any
action must be within the
bounds of law and order,
adding that the attack on the
‘House of the People’ can-
not be justified.

Several legislators and
opposition parties while
supporting the protest ac-
tion have condemned the
looting and violence which
followed, adding that such
scenes must never be re-
peated.

“Citizens have the dem-
ocratic right to express their
dissatisfaction, because of
the deteriorating living con-
ditions of large parts of so-

The National Assembly is heavily guarded as legislators resume
deliberations on the budget following last weekend'’s violent
protest.

ciety. Suriname is almost no

longer livable. We are slid-

ing down every day,” said
Rabin Parmessar, the leader
of the National Democratic
Party (NDP) in the Parlia-
ment.

“Since the start of this
government, there have
been various friendly pro-
tests, however, it appears
that the government does
not pay enough attention to
the needs of the people. Un-
til the eve of the announced
protest, a further fuel in-

cont’d from pg 12
attempt to enter the United States without
authorisation will continue to be expelled,”
the statement said.

Secretary of Homeland Security Ale-
jandro N. Mayorkas, said “we are a na-
tion of immigrants, and we are a nation of
laws. We are strengthening the availabili-
ty of legal, orderly pathways for migrants
to come to the United States, at the same
time proposing new consequences on those
who fail to use processes made available to

them by the United States and its regional
partners”.

They said the Biden administration’s
border enforcement measures, “which ex-
panded safe, orderly, and lawful process-
es and consequences for those who do not
avail themselves of these orderly process-
es, are working to reduce irregular migra-
tion.”

They said January saw the lowest lev-
el of encounters between the ports of entry
since February 2021.

crease was  mercilessly
pushed through,” he added.

Parmessa has also called
for a thorough investiga-
tion into the police’s actions
against party member Ebu
Jones, even as the govern-
ment maintained that the
law enforcement agencies
had dealt properly with the
protest.

Chandrikapersad  San-
tokhi said the organisers
of the protest had been in-
formed beforehand they
would have been allowed to
engage in peaceful protest.

But he said the investi-
gations so far have shown
this was not the case and as
a result, all individuals in-
volved in the “escalation”
will be held accountable.

He said calm has now
returned and the govern-
ment is guaranteeing the
safety of the citizens and the
dialogue with various social
groups will be intensified.
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Malcolm X’s family plan to sue

FBI,

BBC — A daughter of
murdered black civil rights
activist Malcolm X says
she is suing the New York
City Police Department
and other agencies for his
1965 murder.

Ilyasah Shabazz says
US officials fraudulently
concealed evidence that
they “conspired to and ex-
ecuted their plan to assas-
sinate” her father.

She announced the
planned legal action at the
site. where he was fatally
shot in New York exactly
58 years ago.

The FBI and CIA were
also named in the legal fil-
ing, a lawyer said.

Mrs Shabazz, 60, was
two years old when she
saw her father gunned
down. Three armed men
shot him 21 times as he

was preparing to speak at a
Harlem auditorium.

“For years, our fami-
ly has fought for the truth
to come to light concern-
ing his murder,” she said
on Tuesday at the venue,
which has since been con-
verted into a memorial
site, as she filed notices
of claims, a precursor to a
lawsuit.

At the news confer-
ence, Benjamin Crump
- the lawyer who is repre-
senting the family - alleged
that powerful figures in the
American government had
conspired to kill Malcolm
X.

He mentioned for-
mer FBI Director J Edgar
Hoover throughout his re-
marks.

Mr Crump said Mal-
colm X’s family intends to

CIA, NYPD for his death

His family announced the lawsuit at the memorial where he was
killed 58 years ago.

file a wrongful death law-
suit seeking damages in the
range of $100m (£83m).

“It’s not just about the
triggermen,” he said. “It’s
about those who conspired
with the triggermen to do
this dastardly deed.”

The NYPD told the
BBC it would not com-
ment on pending litigation.
The FBI and CIA did not

immediately respond to a
request for comment.
Malcolm X was a lead
spokesman for the Nation
of Islam - which advocat-
ed separatism for black
Americans - before his ac-
rimonious split from the
organisation. He was 39
when he was killed.
One man, a Nation of
cont’d on pg 15

At least two dead, more than 50
missing in China mine collapse

AP — An open pit mine collapsed
in China’s northern Inner Mongolia
region on Wednesday, killing at least
two people and leaving more than 50
missing, state media reported.

The official Xinhua News Agency
said people were buried under debris
at the mine in the Alxa League.

Rescuers brought out three peo-
ple, two of whom showed no signs of
life.

Other state media reports gave the
total number of missing at 57 and said
numerous vehicles were also buried
in the collapse.

Inner Mongolia is a key region
for mining coal and other minerals in
China, which critics say has ravaged
the original landscape of mountains,
grassy steppe and deserts.

China overwhelmingly relies on
coal for power generation, but has
strived to reduce the number of dead-
ly mine accidents through a greater
emphasis on safety and the closure of
smaller operations that lacked neces-
sary equipment.

Most mining deaths are attribut-
ed to explosions caused by the build-
up of methane and coal dust, or to

drownings caused when miners break
into shafts that had been abandoned
due to flooding.

China has recorded a slew of
deadly industrial and construction ac-
cidents in recent months as a result of
poor safety training and regulation,
official corruption and a tendency to
cut corners by companies seeking to
eek out profits.

The economy has slowed, partly
as a result of draconian lockdowns
and quarantines imposed under the
now-abandoned “zero-COVID” pol-

icy.
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Germany expels two Iranian
dlplomats over death sentence

— Germany said
Wednesday that it is expel-
ling two Iranian diplomats
over the death sentence im-
posed in Iran against one of
its citizens.

Authorities in Iran an-
nounced Tuesday that Jam-
shid Sharmahd, a 67-year-
old Iranian-German national
and U.S. resident, was sen-
tenced to death after being
convicted of terrorist activ-
ities.

Iran claims Sharmahd
is the leader of the armed
wing of a group advocating
the restoration of the mon-
archy that was overthrown
in the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution, but his family say he
was merely the spokesman
for the opposition group and
deny he was involved in any
attacks.

German Foreign Min-
ister Annalena Baerbock
said she summoned Iran’s
charge d’affaires in Berlin
and informed him that “we
will not accept this massive
breach of a German citi-
zen’s rights.”

“As a consequence the
German government has de-
clared two members of the
Iranian embassy unwanted
persons and asked them to

leave Germany at short no-
tice,” she said. “We demand
that Iran revokes the death
sentence against Jamshid
Sharmahd and allows him
to have an appeal that is fair
and in line with the rule of
law.”

Baerbock has said that
Sharmahd, who lives in
Glendora, California, did
not have “even the begin-
ning of a fair trial” and that
consular access and access
to the trial had been repeat-
edly denied. She has also
alleged that he had been ar-
rested “under highly ques-
tionable  circumstances,”
without elaborating.

Sharmahd’s family ac-
cuse Iranian intelligence of
abducting him from Dubai
in 2020.

The official website of
Iran’s judiciary said Shar-
mahd was convicted of plot-
ting terrorist activities. He
was tried in a Revolutionary
Court, where proceedings
are held behind closed doors
and where rights groups say
defendants are unable to
choose their lawyers or see
the evidence against them.

The death sentence
— which can be appealed
— comes against the back-

Iranian-German national and U.S. resident Jamshid Sharmahd
attends his trial at the Revolutionary Court, in Tehran, Iran, Sun-
day, Feb. 6, 2022. Sharmahd, the senior member of a U.S.-
based Iranian opposition group accused of orchestrating a
deadly 2008 mosque bombing has been sentenced to death in
Iran, authorities said Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2023.(Koosha Mahshid
Falahi/Mizan News Agency via AP)

drop of months of anti-gov-
ernment protests in Iran
sparked by the death of a
22-year-old woman who
was detained by the moral-
ity police for allegedly vi-
olating the country’s strict
Islamic dress code.

The protesters have
called for the overthrow of
the country’s ruling clerics.
Monarchists based outside
Iran support the protests, as
do other groups and individ-
uals with different ideolo-
gies.

cont’d from pg 14

Islam member, confessed to killing him.
In 2021, two other men convicted of
killing him had their convictions thrown
out after a New York state judge declared
there had been a miscarriage of justice.
The two men were later fully exon-

erated after New York’s attorney gener-
al found prosecutors had withheld evi-
dence that would have probably cleared
them of the murder.

Families of the wrongly convicted
men sued and won $26m from New York
City and $10m from New York state.

Security forces have
attacked the demonstra-
tors with live ammunition,
bird shot and batons, rights
groups say. At least 530 pro-
testers have been killed and
nearly 20,000 people have
been arrested, according to
Human Rights Activists in
Iran, a group monitoring the
unrest.

Iranian authorities have
blamed the protests on hos-
tile foreign powers, without
providing evidence, and
have not released official
figures for those killed or
arrested.

Iran has executed four
men accused of violence
linked to the protests, and
activists say at least 16 oth-
ers have been sentenced to
death.
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NBA teams get ready to make
4th-quarter push for playoffs

AP — Kevin Durant
went to Phoenix. Russell
Westbrook moved from Los
Angeles to Los Angeles.
Kevin Love did what once
worked out nicely for LeB-
ron James, taking his talents
from Cleveland to Miami.
And speaking of James,
he says he’s about to play
some of the biggest games
of his career.

The All-Star break ends
Thursday.

Let the playoff-push
fireworks begin.

“It’s not the start of a
new season,” Miami guard
Tyler Herro said. “But I
think this is when guys real-
ly raise their level of play.”

Boston, Milwaukee,
Philadelphia, Denver,
Cleveland and Memphis
probably can go ahead and
make playoff plans. Hous-
ton, Charlotte, San Antonio
and Detroit probably can go
ahead and start scheduling
April vacations.

That leaves 20 teams
for 10 playoff spots. Sac-
ramento is in position to
end the longest drought in
NBA history — 16 years
and counting — and Cleve-
land is in line to make the
playoffs without someone
named LeBron on the roster
for the first time since 1998.

“We have a group that’s
dedicated to winning, and
there are certain things we
have to learn about each
other,” Cavaliers guard
Donovan Mitchell said.

“It’s not going to be all sun-
shine and rainbows with
us. We’re still a team that’s
young, but we also are fig-
uring each other out.”

The Cavaliers are five
games behind Boston, 4 1/2
behind Milwaukee and two
behind Philadelphia in the
East. The rest of the race
might get jumbled; 13th-
place Orlando is only four
games from a play-in berth.

“We’ve given ourselves
a chance,” Magic rookie
Paolo Banchero said.

Out West, it’s a mess.

“The West is loaded
now,” Clippers forward
Marcus Morris Sr. said. “I
don’t know how that hap-
pened.”

Here’s how: Durant
went to Phoenix. Durant’s
trade to the Suns could
make a team that looked
vulnerable anything but
vulnerable.

Denver is five games
clear of Memphis for the
West lead and eight games
up on No. 3 Sacramento.

But starting with the
Kings, there are 11 teams in
the standings — Sacramen-
to, the Los Angeles Clippers
(who just got Westbrook,
after he was bought out by
Utah following a trade with
the Lakers), Phoenix, Dal-
las (now with Kyrie Irving
alongside Luka Doncic),
New Orleans, Minnesota,
Golden State, Oklahoma
City, Utah, Portland and the
Lakers — separated by just

Phoenix Suns forward Kevin Durant, speaks to the media after
being introduced during an NBA basketball team availability,
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)

six games.

The seedings could flip
every night out West.

“Must-see TV,” Morris
said.

And James — who just
passed Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar for the NBA scoring re-
cord — says the 23 games
the Lakers have left carry
incredible significance.

He didn’t go to the play-
offs last year. He can’t envi-
sion missing them again.

“I don’t want to see my-
self not being part of the
postseason for two years
straight. It’s just not part of
my DNA,” James said.

Here’s some of what to
know for the stretch run:

7 WITH 30

There are seven players
— Dallas’ Doncic, Phila-
delphia’s Joel Embiid, Mil-

waukee’s Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo, Oklahoma City’s
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander,
Portland’s Damian Lillard,
Boston’s Jayson Tatum and
James — averaging at least
30 points per game.

If that holds, it’ll be an
NBA record.

There’s been only one
season with more than three
such players. That was
1961-62, with six — Wilt
Chamberlain (50.4), Elgin
Baylor (38.3 in 48 games,
technically not enough to
qualify as a scoring leader),
Walt Bellamy (31.6), Bob
Pettit (31.1), Oscar Robert-
son (30.8) and Jerry West

(30.8).

IT’'S THE FOURTH
QUARTER

It’s not the second half

cont’d on pg 17
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James Anderson: England bowler
returns to top of Test rankings

BBC England’s
leading wicket-taker James
Anderson has returned to
the top of the Internation-
al Cricket Council’s Test
bowling rankings.

The seamer returned
match figures of 7-54 in
the first-Test win in New
Zealand to end Australia
captain Pat Cummins’ four-
year reign at the top.

At 40 years 207 days,
Anderson is the oldest
bowler to hold top spot
since Australian Clarrie
Grimmett in 1936.

It is the sixth time he

James Anderson is the fifth-oldest bowler to be ranked Test
number one

has been number one, most
recently in 2018.

India spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin moves

into second after taking
14 wickets in the first two
Tests against Australia,
while Cummins drops to

third.

Anderson has 682 Test
wickets, third on the all-
time list behind Sri Lanka
spinner Muttiah Muralitha-
ran (800) and late Australia
great Shane Warne (708).

During the first Test in
Mount Maunganui Ander-
son and Stuart Broad be-
came the most successful
bowling partnership in Test
history, passing Warne and
Glenn McGrath’s record of
1,001 wickets.

The second Test starts
in Wellington on Friday
(22:00 GMT Thursday).

cont’d from pg 16
of the season. It’s really the fourth

quarter.

An NBA regular season has
1,230 games; 884, or 72%, have been
played. So if the season was an NBA
game clock, 1:30 would remain in the
third quarter.

Teams have somewhere between
21 and 25 games left. Minnesota is
down to a league-low eight home
games remaining, while Indiana has
nine. Washington has a league-high
15 home games left, while Atlanta and
Charlotte each have 14.

THE CHAMPS

Golden State will emerge from the
All-Star break ninth in the Western
Conference.

The defending NBA champion
Warriors have some work to do.

No reigning champion has missed
the following season’s playoffs since
the Chicago Bulls didn’t get to the
postseason in 1999. Before that, it
was the Boston Celtics not making the
playoffs in 1970.

Those Bulls lost Michael Jordan

and Scottie Pippen. Those Celtics lost
Bill Russell and Sam Jones.

590 AND IN

Over the last 20 seasons, there
have been 173 teams that reached the
All-Star break with a winning per-
centage of .590 or better.

And 171 of them made the play-
offs, or 98.8%.

That’s good news for Boston
(.712), Milwaukee (.707), Denver
(.695), Philadelphia (.667), Cleveland
(.623) and Memphis (.614).

The only teams that hit the break
with that good of a winning percent-
age and missed the playoffs were the
2007-08 Warriors and last season’s
Cavaliers.

The *07-08 Warriors went 16-14
after the break and missed the play-
offs by two games. Last season’s Cavs
went 9-15 after the break, then lost
two games in the play-in round.

MILESTONES

Upcoming milestones of note:

— Miami coach Erik Spoelstra
(692) is five wins from passing Red
Holzman (696) for 20th place on the

all-time list.

— Durant (26,684) is 27 points
from passing Robertson (26,710) for
13th on the all-time scoring list. Du-
rant is 263 points from passing Ha-
keem Olajuwon (26,946) for 12th.

— Westbrook (9,002) is 60 assists
from passing Isiah Thomas (9,061)
for ninth on the all-time list.

— Paul George of the Clippers
has 18 3-pointers from 2,000. He’d be
the 14th player to reach that number.

— Golden State’s home game
Sunday against Minnesota will be
the 6,000th regular-season contest in
Warriors’ history.

BUSY LA

Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles
will be busy — the Lakers and Clip-
pers both have 13 home games to play
in the season’s final 46 days.

Not one, not two, but three NBA
teams play three consecutive games
in Los Angeles during March — the
Lakers, the Clippers and the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder. They visit the Clip-
pers on March 21 and 23, then visit
the Lakers on March 24.
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Paris Olympics 2024: 10C says
Games ‘can build bridges’ amid calls
for Russian and Belarusmn ban

BBC — The Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
says the Games “can inspire
us to solve problems by
building bridges” amid calls
to uphold the ban on Rus-
sian and Belarusian athletes
for Paris 2024.

The United Kingdom
is among 36 countries that
have pledged to support an
ongoing ban, which was put
in place following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

The IOC said the Olym-
pics “can open the door to
dialogue and peace-build-
ing”.

It has been almost one
year since Russia’s invasion
began on 24 February 2022.

I0OC president Thomas
Bach has insisted that the
organisation is not on the
wrong side of history fol-
lowing criticism over the
potential inclusion of Rus-
sian and Belarusian athletes
at the 2024 Paris Olympics.

But UK culture sec-
retary Lucy Frazer said
the IOC’s plans were “not
credible” after hosting rep-
resentatives from countries
including France, Germany,
Poland, the United States
and Canada at a summit ear-
lier this month.

Ukraine, which was
not part of the summit, has
threatened to boycott the
next Games if the 10C al-
lows Russian athletes to
compete.

In its statement on what

it described as a “grim anni-
versary”, the IOC said it “re-
affirms its unwavering soli-
darity with the Ukrainian
athletes”, adding: “We all
want to see a strong team
from the National Olympic
Committee of Ukraine at
the Olympic Games Paris
2024 and the Olympic Win-
ter Games Milano Cortina
2026”.

“The Olympic Games
cannot prevent wars and
conflicts. Nor can they ad-
dress all the political and
social challenges in our
world. This is the realm of
politics,” the IOC said.

“But  the  Olympic
Games can set an example
for a world where everyone
respects the same rules and
one another. They can in-

spire us to solve problems
by building bridges, lead-
ing to better understanding
among people.

“They can open the door
to dialogue and peace-build-
ing in ways that exclusion
and division do not.”

The 10C called on fed-
erations to exclude athletes
from Russia and Belarus
following the invasion of
Ukraine and banned the
nations from the Winter
Paralympics in March 2022
- though athletes were al-
lowed to compete under a
neutral flag.

However, Ukraine pres-
ident Volodymr Zelensky
said Russian participation
at the Olympics “cannot
be covered up with pretend
neutrality or a white flag”

e ==
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RUSSIan and Belarusian athletes were a//owed fo compete under a neutra/ flag at the W/nter O/ym—
pics in Beijing last year

- adding the nation has “no
place at sports and Olympic
competitions” while the in-
vasion continues.

The mayor of Paris,
Anne Hidalgo, does not
want Russia to compete at
the 2024 Games.

The IOC has urged
Ukraine to drop threats of a
boycott and pointed to pre-
vious examples of “peaceful
competition” including ath-
letes from South and North
Korea, Israel and Palestine,
Armenia and Azerbaijan.

“With the war now rag-
ing for over a year, the en-
tire Olympic Movement
remains steadfast in its
commitment to help the
Ukrainian athletes in every
way possible,” the IOC said.

cont’d on pg 19
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ABAVA hosts scorer and
referee clinic ahead of
local club championships

With just over a week before the
start of its annual local club champion-
ships, the Antigua and Barbuda Ama-
teur Volleyball Association is hosting
a Scorer and Referee Clinic, starting
this week.

The three-day exercise, which is
being hosted at the indoor volleyball
stadium at the YMCA Sports Com-
plex, commenced last evening.

The second session will be held
from S5pm to 6:15 pm today, with the
final one taking place at the same time
on Monday, 27th February.

The referee’s training is being
conducted by Rawle Lee, while the
facilitators of the scorer’s clinic will
be Giselle Azar, Jacqueline Ladoo and
Denise Mathias.

Meanwhile, one new team will be
contesting the female division of the
local volleyball league which is slated
to take place from 4th March to 10
June this year.

Joining the battle to dethrone first
time and defending champions Da
Squad will be newcomers Royal Cruis-
ers. The other five teams that contested

cont’d from pg 18

“Our mission has always been
to promote peace through sport.
Peace-building efforts need dia-
logue. A competition with athletes
who respect the Olympic Charter
can serve as a catalyst for dialogue,
which is always a first step to achiev-
ing peace.

“On this painful one-year mark,
the entire Olympic Movement reiter-
ates the call we made one year ago to
all the political leaders of the world:
“Give Peace a Chance.”

Last year’s first time champ/ons Da Squad will be defending their national female divi-

sion title in the 2023 Antigua and Barbuda Amateur Volleyball Association’s local club

championships. (File photo)
last year’s competition will once again
be participating this year.

They are perennial and former
champions Paragons, who finished
second last year, Stoneville, North
Coast Hardware Starz Seniors, North
Coast Hardware Starz Juniors and
Jets, who were third place winners last
year.

Five of the six teams that contested
last year’s competition will once again
be competing for the coveted national
men’s division title, which was won
for fifth time by Stoneville in 2022.

Enforcers who captured the run-
ner-up position behind champions
Stoneville will not be one of the six
teams contesting this year’s competi-

tion.

Enforcers are being replaced by
Pytonz, but the other four teams that
contested last year’s competition will
be returning. They are last year’s third
place winners High Flyers, fourth
place finishers Renegades, Sharks and
Storming Lions.

The national club championship
will commence with a double header
at the volleyball stadium at the YMCA
Sports Complex on Saturday, 4th
March.

Royal Cruisers will face Para-
gons in the female division at 6:30
pm, while Pytonz will meet defending
champions Stoneville in the men’s di-
vision at 7:30 pm.
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Sea View Farm Primary was among the winners in the Mini Boys Primary Division in the Inter-Schools’ basketball /eage at the
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YMCA Sports Complex on Monday, 20th February. (Photo courtesy CPTSA Wings)

Rain interrupts play in schools’ basketball league

Rainy weather forced the can-
cellation of all games in the Cool &
Smooth Inter-Schools’ Basketball
League at the YMCA Sports Com-
plex on Tuesday.

With the covered basketball court
at the JSC Sports Complex closed for
repairs, games in the inter-schools’
league have been switched to the un-
covered court at the YMCA facility.

However, there was action on the
court in the Mini Boys Primary Divi-
sion in the schools’ basketball league
on Monday.

Buckley’s Primary prevailed 4-1
against Parham Primary, with Lenard
Francis and Jordan Lee each scoring
two points for the winners.

Cedar Grove Primary defeated
Cobbs Cross Primary 16-3. Kevani
White had eight points and Fabion
Johnson converted four points for Ce-
dar Grove.

Liberta Primary claimed an 8-2
victory against Pigotts Primary.
Ashavin Pelle sank four points, while
Dreshawn Lawrence and Akeem
Weeks each scored two points for
Liberta. Dante Richards scored the
two points for Pigotts Primary.

Seaview Farm Primary secured a
9-4 victory over JT Ambrose Primary
in Monday’s other encounter.

Ezekiel Jackson converted four
points and Nasri Jackson sank three
points for Sea View Farm, while Jace
Russell and Tony Hunte each scored
two points for JT Ambrose Primary.

Meanwhile, just next door in the
covered stadium, action continued
the Inter-Schools’ Volleyball Compe-
titions on Tuesday.

Island Academy’s Second Team
defeated Christ the King High
School’s Second Team 15-7, 15-7 in
a girls’ division affair.

Ottos Comprehensive extend-
ed their unbeaten run by grabbing a
hard fought three-set victory over All
Saints Secondary in their boys’ divi-
sion encounter.

After winning the opening set 25-
13, Ottos Comprehensive lost the sec-
ond set 22-25, but recovered to win
the third set and the encounter with a
score of 15-10.

Ottos Comprehensive School also
claimed a 25-21, 25-23 victory over
Pares Secondary’s First Team in the
boys’ division on Monday.

Pares Secondary School’s Second
Team was also beaten 25-12, 25-6 by
Island Academy’s Second Team in
their boys’ division affair.

Antigua Girls’ High School’s
Third Team prevailed 15-13, 1-15,
15-12 against Island Academy’s Firs
Team in their girls’ division encoun-
ter.
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“Leading by example kicked me into
another gear” - Hayley Matthews

Hayley Matthews, the
captain of the West Indies
Women’s Team, demon-
strated her leadership qual-
ities by delivering back-to-
back Player-of-the-Match
performances at the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup.
With a remarkable score of
66 not out and 1-31 against
Ireland and 20 and 2-14
against Pakistan, Matthews
was the leading runs-scorer
for the team and set an ex-
ample for her teammates to
follow.

Despite losing their
opening matches against
England and India, Mat-
thews motivated her team to
bounce back and give their
best in the remaining two
encounters which resulted
in thrilling wins.

Although the team did
not qualify for the semi-fi-
nals, Matthews took her
team to the brink of possi-
bility.

In an interview with
CWI Media, Matthews re-
vealed her motivation to
lead by example and in-
spire her teammates. She
acknowledged the tough
competition her team faced
in the tournament, but ex-
pressed pride in the way
they fought back in the final
games.

“Just trying to lead by
example helped kick me
into another gear from the
Ireland game. As the senior
player in the team, I just
want to lead from the front
and hope the others can fol-
low in my footsteps.”

The skipper was pleased
with the inclusion of three
Rising Stars Under 19 play-
ers in the squad. She be-
lieves that their exposure
to a high-level tournament
like the T20 World Cup
will prove valuable for their
growth and development as
cricketers.

-~
Hayley Matthews

“Having those Under 19
girls here at a tournament
like this which is the pin-
nacle of T20 cricket. The
experience they would’ve
gotten from being around
the team is going to be re-
ally valuable to them and I
hope they’re going to take
it and continue developing

and growing their game.”

The West Indies Wom-
en’s Team will next host Ire-
land Women for three One-
Day Internationals and three
T20 Internationals in June
and July. The full match
schedule will be announced
once confirmed in coming
weeks.

cont’d from pg 20

ndi White getting a top score of 29.
Jaden Carmichael captured six for 74
in 17.2 overs and Amory picked up
three for 41 in 13 overs.

St. Kitts had also won the toss and
batted against St. Maarten, amassing
483 for five in 118 overs before cap-
tain Jacques Taylor made a first in-
nings declaration.

Middle-order batsman Akeem
Saunders hit 154 off 218 balls with
14 fours and a six, while opener Larry
Audain cracked 129 off 279 balls with
10 fours and two sixes.

Opener Mikyle Louis contribut-
ed 55, wicketkeeper/batsman Jaeel

Clarke hammered an unbeaten 51 off
45 balls and Terrance Warde chipped
in with 36 against a St. Maarten attack
that used 11 bowlers in which Daniel
Doram was the most successful, pick-
ing up two for 73 in 29 overs.

In reply, St. Maarten were all out
for 206 in 85.5 overs in their first in-
nings. All-rounder Nathan Edwards
top scored with 45 and wicketkeeper
Tyanick Honore made 38.

Jeremiah Louis took two for 20,
Rasheed Eddy had two for 24 and
Warde claimed two for 27.

After St. Kitts attained a first in-
nings lead of 277 runs, St. Maarten
was asked to follow on and they could

only muster 96 all out in 39.4 overs in
their second innings as they crashed to
a heavy defeat.

Akeem Charles top scored with 30,
while Warde snapped up four for 22,
Sheno Berridge grabbed two wickets
for one run and Eddy picked up two
wickets for five runs.

The tournament will continue with
the second round of matches from
23rd to 25th February.

Antigua and Barbuda will oppose
Montserrat at Warner Park in St. Kitts,
St. Kitts will oppose Anguilla at Cona-
ree in St. Kitts, while Nevis will chal-
lenge St. Maarten at the Elquemedo T.
Willett Park in Nevis.
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Montserrat, St. Kitts
make winning start to LI
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three-day tournament

Montserrat and St. Kitts
joined Antigua and Barbu-
da in winning their opening
round matches in the Lee-
ward Islands Senior Men’s
Three-Day Tournament in
the Federation of St Kitts
and Nevis on Tuesday, 21st
February.

Antigua and  Bar-
buda had coasted to an
eight-wicket victory over
Anguilla inside two days in
their opening round match
at Conaree in St. Kitts on
Monday.

Montserrat  overcame
host Nevis by 45 runs at
the Elquemedo Willett Park
in Nevis, while St Kitts
crushed St, Maarten by
an innings and 181 runs at
Warner Park in St Kitts.

Set 254 for victory,
Nevis fell short as they were
dismissed for 208 in 61.3
overs. Wicketkeeper/bats-
man Carlton Bowen-Tuck-
ett top scored with 68 and
Adelvin Phillip made 57.

Deno Baker captured
five for 82 in 22.3 overs,
while Damian Williams
picked up three for 25 in
nine overs.

Montserrat had won

The Montserrat team celebrate after beat/ng News in the/r c;pen/ng round match in z‘he Leeward
Islands Senior Men’s Three-Day Tournament at the Elquemedo Willett Park in Nevis on Tuesday,
21st February. (Photo courtesy LICB)

the toss and decided to bat,
making 243 in their first
innings. Middle order bats-
man Shernyl Burns struck
82, opener Kasjaun Sullivan
made 63 and Jemoi Wil-
liams hit an unbeaten 45.
Off-spinner Onaje Amo-
ry snapped up six for 72 in

19.4 overs and Kian Pem-
berton claimed three for 37
in 15.2 overs.

In reply, Nevis could
only muster 142 all out in
44.5 overs with 25 extras
being the top single contrib-
utor their overall total. Deno
Baker claimed four for 33

and Montserrat’s captain
Zawandi White took three
for 34.

After gaining a first
innings lead of 101 runs,
Montserrat tumbled to 152
all out in 41.2 overs in their
second innings with Zawa-

cont’d on pg 21
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