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On Monday, Chinese technicians carried out a site visit at Booby Alley in The Point signalling the start of the preparation phase of 
the housing development earmarked by the government for the area. The visit was led by Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Works, Ambassador Clarence Pilgrim.

Story on Page 2
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Local News

Chinese technicians on 
Monday carried out a site 
visit at Booby Alley in The 
Point  signalling the start of 
the preparation phase of the 
housing development ear-
marked by the government 
for the area.

A housing agreement 
was signed in August, 2021 
between the governments 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
and the People’s Repub-
lic of China that will result 
in the construction of 150 
two-bedroom units in a 
turn-key development.

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Works, Am-
bassador Clarence Pilgrim, 
led yesterday afternoon’s 
site visit. 

In an exclusive inter-

view with Pointe Xpress, 
he said several key depart-
ments in St. John’s are col-
laborating with eight high-
ly skilled technicians who 
were deployed by the Chi-
nese government. 

These technicians are 
now formulating a plan to 
transform the area.

“The technicians are 
now gathering data and the 
Ministry of Works along 
with other agencies such as 
DCA, the Ministry of Health 
through the Solid Waste Au-
thority, are now assisting in 
providing the data. 

“Once that data is com-
plete, then the technicians 
will return to China on 
the 23rd December where 
they’ll then use that in-

formation to create a plan 
which would be suitable for 
the environment,” Ambas-
sador Pilgrim said.

He explained that it is 
imperative that careful con-
sideration be given to the lo-
cation, and other dynamics 
in the area, before a design 
is finalised. 

“What you see here to-
day is a tangible demonstra-
tion of assistance from the 
People’s Republic of China 
with respect to their com-
mitment to build the 150 
units to house the people of 
Booby Alley.”

Work to clear the land 
identified for the develop-
ment has been underway 
over the last two weeks. 
This work followed the re-
location of Booby Alley res-
idents and the demolition of 
their houses. 

Although the complet-
ed project will bring tangi-
ble benefits and improved 
living conditions to Point 
residents, there are a small 
group of people who contin-
ue to resist and have refused 

to relocate. This has delayed 
the start of the project.

“There are some resi-
dents who have not caught 
on to the vision that we have 
of creating a brand new ur-
ban development and urban 
renewal site. 

“As the prime minister 
has indicated, the govern-
ment will be taking steps to 
ensure that the site is cleared 
so that the forward momen-
tum of the project will not 
be slowed,” Pilgrim added.

“We have cleared as 
much as we can, we are very 
hopeful that those persons 
who have not as yet indi-
cated a timeline for them to 
move would so do, because 
this is slowing down the 
process and this is an ex-
citing opportunity for Anti-
guans and Barbudans to see 
exactly how we can upgrade 
an environment,” he contin-
ued.

Ambassador Pilgrim 
said the Booby Alley devel-
opment will create a model 
community that its residents 
can be proud of.

Chinese technicians visit Booby Alley
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The Co-Chairs of the 
Commission of Small Island 
States on Climate Change 
and International Law (CO-
SIS), Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne of Antigua and 
Barbuda and Prime Minister 
Kausea Natano of Tuvalu, 
submitted a request for an 
Advisory Opinion yesterday 
to the International Tribunal 
for the Law of the Sea (IT-
LOS) on the obligation of 
states under the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
to protect and preserve the 
marine environment in re-
lation to climate change 
impacts, including ocean 
warming, sea level rise, and 
ocean acidification. 

This historic proceeding 
before ITLOS is the first in-
ter-State case addressing the 
international legal obliga-
tions of States with regard to 
climate change. The request 
to ITLOS is complementary 
to and in support of the ini-
tiative of Vanuatu, to have 
the UN General Assembly 
request an advisory opinion 
on climate change from the 
International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ). 

It is anticipated that IT-
LOS will schedule the filing 
of written pleadings and a 
hearing in 2023, in which all 
states parties to UNCLOS as 
well as international organi-
sations will be able to partic-
ipate. 

Prime Minister Browne 
stated, “This is a historic step 
for Small Island States, to in-
voke international law in the 
effort to ensure that the ma-
jor polluters take their obli-
gations seriously, to prevent 
harm to vulnerable states or 
to compensate them for dam-
age. Our peoples are already 
feeling the catastrophic con-
sequences of climate change. 
We cannot continue business 
as usual.” 

Prime Minister Natano 
remarked, “If humankind 
does not act with urgency, 
some of our island nations 
will disappear under the sea 
within a generation. Protec-
tion of the marine environ-
ment is a matter of survival. 
Greenhouse gas emissions 
should not be treated less se-
riously than other forms of 
pollution. If anything, they 
require even greater urgency 
and a commitment to respect 

existing principles of inter-
national law.” 

COSIS is assisted by a 
committee of legal experts 
consisting of 14 distin-
guished jurists from around 
the world. The Agreement 
establishing COSIS was 
signed at COP26 on October 
31st, 2021, in Edinburgh. 

The current members are 
Antigua and Barbuda, Tuva-
lu, Palau, Niue, Vanuatu, and 
St. Lucia. 

COSIS files historic 
case on greenhouse gas 
emissions before ITLOS
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Forty-three teams are 
rowing across the Atlantic 
Ocean to Antigua and Bar-
buda in the 2022 Talisker 
Whisky Atlantic Challenge.

The teams - made up of 
127 rowers representing 17 
countries - took off from the 
starting line in La Gomera, 
Canary Islands in a gruel-
ling race that totals 300 nau-
tical miles.

They will navigate 
rough seas, experience sea 
sickness and may even have 
close calls with marine ani-
mals as they make their way 
to the finish line at Nelson’s 
Dockyard.

The seafarers will also 

raise awareness for caus-
es that are true to them and 
raise money for their char-

ities as they set sights on 
winning the challenge. 

Antigua and Barbuda 

is not represented in this 
year’s challenge. The last 
national team was made up 
of Travis Weste and Joseph 
Nunes, Team Antigua Pairs. 
They secured 10th place in 
the race when they crossed 
the finish line on 28th Jan-
uary, 2021, after 47 days, 6 
hours and 57 minutes at sea.

Carsten Heron Olsen is 
chief executive officer and 
race director of Atlantic 
Campaigns. As the vessels 
left La Gomera on Monday 
morning, he commented 
on the success of the event 
which continues to draw in-
terest from across the globe.

Rowers take on Atlantic Ocean in 
Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge

Winners of the 2021/2022 Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge 
SWISS RAW

cont’d on pg 5
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Chief Executive Officer 
of the West Indies Oil Com-
pany Ltd. (WIOC), Greg-
ory Georges says adverse 
weather conditions are re-
sponsible for the shortage of 
cooking gas on the island. 

Over the weekend, al-
most all petrol stations and 
other cooking gas vendors 
were all out of the product.

By Saturday morning, 
cooking gas was unavail-
able at most vendors. 

A statement from WIOC 
on Monday said that Anti-
gua and Barbuda, as well 
as several other Caribbean 
countries were experienc-
ing delays in the arrival of 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
(LPG) because of severe 
weather conditions. 

Last week, reports indi-
cated that the Antigua Port 
Authority’s chief pilot could 
not safely navigate the tank-

ers into the harbour because 
of the sea conditions.

For several days, the 
Met Office here in Antigua 
and Barbuda has issued cau-
tions of hazardous sea con-
ditions and advisories have 
been issued for sea bathers 
and small craft operators to 
exercise extreme caution. 

These conditions are 
also impacting neighbour-
ing islands. 

The weather conditions 
have also had an impact on 
aircraft arriving at the V. C. 
Bird International Airport 
as air traffic control has had 
arriving planes change the 

usual west to east landing 
pattern to the opposite di-
rection because of changes 
in wind conditions.

These weather condi-
tions are expected to im-
prove over the course of the 
week, and WIOC’s CEO 
has said that LPG supplies 
will regularise when this 
occurs. 

He also noted that the 
supply of other petroleum 
products is unaffected by 
this development. Georges 
continued that there is no 
need for concern as petro-
leum product reserves are 
more than adequate to meet 
the country’s needs.

“As the race organis-
er, it is difficult to find the 
right words. I’m incredibly 
touched, but also humbled, 
for us in Atlantic Cam-
paigns to be able to be just 
a small part of this amazing 
race and the journey that our 
teams take on is just incred-
ible.

“I can’t wait to follow 
them all the way through 
and be in Antigua to receive 
them. It’s an interesting 
event and it keeps growing 
and more and more people 
get into it,” he said.

The race organisers are 
also spearheading the in-
augural Pacific Challenge 
which begins on 12th June, 
2023. In this challenge, par-
ticipants will row  2,800 
nautical miles from Monte-
rey Bay, California to Naw-
iliwili Harbor in Kauai, Ha-
waii.

Team Antigua Island 
Girls, Antigua and Barbu-
da’s history-making rowers, 
comprising Christal Clash-
ing, Elvira Bell, Kevinia 
Francis and Samara Em-
manuel will compete in that 
race. 

cont’ d from pg 4

Hazardous sea conditions 
delay LPG shipment
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On Monday 5th Decem-
ber 2022, the Rotaract Club 
of Antigua celebrated 36 
years of unbroken service 
and making a difference in 
Antigua and Barbuda.

The Rotaract Club of 
Antigua was chartered as a 
project of the Rotary Club 
of Antigua on December 
5th, 1986. 

It was founded by Ro-
tarians Patrick "Paddy" 
Benjamin and the late An-
thony Michael. 

At the club's inception, 
Greg Walter was the Char-
ter President and Keva Mar-
getson served as Vice Pres-
ident.

Rotaract is an inter-
national organisation that 
brings together people 18 
and older to exchange ideas, 
serve the community, devel-
op leadership and profes-
sional skills, and have fel-
lowship through service. 

The Rotaract Club of 
Antigua focuses on four pil-
lars of service: Community, 
International, Professional 
and Club Service.

To commemorate the 
36th Charter Anniversary, a 

week of activities was held 
from 3rd to 10th December. 

The activities included 
two of the organisation’s 
annual signature projects; 
Share the Cheer and the 
HIV and General Health 
Screening.

In keeping with one of 
Rotary International's fo-
cuses, Maternal and Child 
Health, this year, the Share 
the Cheer Project, hosted 
by the Community Service 
committee, visited the Sir 

Lester Bird Medical Centre, 
where the club made dona-
tions to the Maternity, Pae-
diatrics and NICU wards. 

The club’s free, annu-
al HIV and General Health 
Screening, which falls un-
der the International Service 
arm, was executed in part-
nership with organisations 
including the AIDS Secre-
tariat and Antigua and Bar-
buda Nurses Association.

Before the close of 
the year, the Finance and 

Fundraising Committee, 
meanwhile, will host a 'Jin-
gle and Mingle Takeaway 
Luncheon' on Sunday 18th 
December, and the club's 
signature Valentine's Day, 
“Cupid's Raffle”.

In the new year, the club 
has announced that it will 
launch several new initia-
tives. 

The Professional Devel-
opment Committee will host 
a series of events including 
Learn-A-Trade that will in-
troduce Automotive Basics, 
Barbering, Basic Sewing, 
and Professional Mixer. 

In this 36th year of ser-
vice, the Rotaract Club of 
Antigua is led by President 
Dr. Namadi Belle, and her 
team, who are guided by 
the 2022/23 theme, "Dream 
Big, Believe, Achieve the 
Impossible".

Rotaract Club of Antigua 
celebrates 36 years of service 
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Antiguan and Barbu-
dan national, Brent Alexan-
der Scotland, was recently 
called to the bar of England 
and Wales at the Michael-
mas Reception at Gray's 
Inn, London.

Brent completed a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
(Hons.) in Communication 
and Commerce at the Uni-
versity of Ontario Institute 
of Technology in Canada. 
He then graduated with a 
Master of Science degree 
from the University of Not-
tingham, UK.  He attained 
his Graduate Diploma in 
Law at the BPP University, 
UK and thereafter passed 
the Bar Training Course 
with distinction on his first 
attempt.

Brent is the Co-Presi-
dent of Halo Generation Y, 
the youth arm of the Halo 
Foundation in Antigua and 
Barbuda.  

He has spearheaded 
many charitable and envi-
ronmental initiatives, inclu-
sive of island-wide clean 
up campaigns, anti-suicide 
awareness retreats for teens 
and tree-planting exercises.

In January 2020, he had 
the privilege of being one 
of the first citizens of Anti-
gua and Barbuda to climb 
to Africa's highest point, the 
Uhuru Peak at Mount Kili-
manjaro. 

Choosing to raise funds 
through an extreme sport 
like mountain climbing was 

important to him because it 
highlighted a local charita-
ble cause.

He has a penchant for 
overcoming challenges. 
By climbing the highest 
free-standing mountain in 
the world, he aimed to show 
the youth that even if they 
come from one of the small-
est nations on earth, they 
can surmount almost any 
obstacle in life.

Brent is the recipient of 
the Halo Hero Humanitar-
ian Award (2020) and the 
Commonwealth Covid-19 
Hero Award (2021).  He is 
a former employee of the 
Office of National Drug and 
Money Laundering Control 
Policy (ONDCP), and the 
son of Their Excellencies 
Sir Rodney and Lady Wil-
liams.

A&B national called to the 
bar of England and Wales

Their Excellencies Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Lady Williams with their son, Brent.

Local News
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The Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority 
(ABTA) and Antigua Cruise 
Port has welcomed the return 
of Guadeloupe-based ferry 
service, L’Express des Iles.

L’Express resumed oper-
ation to Antigua and Barbu-
da on Saturday after the in-
terruption in service caused 
by the pandemic. 

Operating as a chartered 
day service, the vessel was 
greeted at the redeveloped 
St. John’s Harbour. 

Chief Executive Officer 
of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Tourism Authority (ABTA), 
Colin James, ABTA Mar-
keting Consultant for the 
Caribbean and Latin Amer-
ica, Charmaine Spencer, 
and other executives of the 
organisation welcomed the 
415 passengers to Antigua 
and Barbuda with a cultur-
al display that included stilt 
walkers, dancers, and steel 
pan music.

L’ Express des Iles has 

been in operation for over 30 
years and provides an afford-
able ferry service to travel-
lers moving between Gua-
deloupe, Martinique, Les 
Saintes and Marie Galante, 
French International depart-
ments, Dominica and St. Lu-
cia.

The ferry’s management 
company, Jeans for Free-
dom, said it was delighted 
to resume charter services 
to Antigua and Barbuda and 
has already announced trips 

for April and May, 2023. 
The vessel’s operators 

say they will also schedule 
trips for tourists who wish to 
participate in Antigua’s Car-
nival in August, 2023.

Speaking on Saturday, 
CEO James said, “Antigua 
and Barbuda has always 
been a regional hub by air 
and now we hope to also 
have it be a regional hub by 
sea.” 

Spencer, the ABTA’s 
marketing consultant added, 
“We are elated to see the re-
sumption of this intraregion-
al sealift because it helps to 
build both connectivity and 
capacity for the destination 
and is a step in the right di-
rection for boosting regional 
travel.”

L’ Express’ Captain Ol-
ivier Fedor also expressed 
pleasure at once again offer-
ing service to Antigua and 
Barbuda and added that he 
looks forward to transport-
ing more passengers to the 
country now normal travel 
has resumed.

L’Express des Iles 
resumes calls to St. John’s
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Technology

AP - Twitter is once again attempt-
ing to launch its premium service, a 
month after a previous attempt failed.

The social media company said 
Saturday it would let users buy sub-
scriptions to Twitter Blue to get a blue 
checkmark and access special features 
starting Monday.

The blue checkmark was origi-
nally given to companies, celebrities, 
government entities and journalists 
verified by the platform. After Elon 
Musk bought Twitter for $44 billion in 
October, he launched a service grant-
ing blue checks to anyone willing to 
pay $8 a month. But it was inundated 
by imposter accounts, including those 
impersonating Musk’s businesses Tes-
la and SpaceX, so Twitter suspended 
the service days after its launch.

The relaunched service will cost 
$8 a month for web users and $11 a 
month for iPhone users. Twitter says 

subscribers will see fewer ads, be able 
to post longer videos and have their 
tweets featured more prominently. 

Twitter relaunching subscriber 
service after debacle

A sign at Twitter headquarters is shown in San Francisco, Friday, Nov. 18, 2022. (AP 
Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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Environment

By Helen Briggs
A "sea cow" that evoked 

tales of mermaids is being 
driven to the edge of extinc-
tion, conservation experts 
warn.

According to an update 
of the official extinction list, 
the dugong is almost wiped 
out in some parts of the 
world.

Scientists have also 
sounded alarm over the loss 
of other marine creatures, 
including exotic coral and 
shellfish.

They said humans had 
created a "perfect storm" 
that threatens marine life 
across the globe.

The International Union 
for Conservation for Nature 
(IUCN), which compiles 
the official Red List of en-
dangered species, revealed 
the latest findings at the UN 
biodiversity conference, 
COP 15.

"We simply cannot af-
ford to fail," said Dr Bruno 
Oberle, head of the IUCN.

He warned of the urgent 
need to address the linked 
climate and biodiversity 
crises, or "risk losing the 
crucial benefits the oceans 
provide us with".

The latest update to the 
list, which has now assessed 
more than 150,000 species, 
revealed "a perfect storm of 
unsustainable human activ-
ity decimating marine life 
around the globe," he said.

Countries are meeting in 
Montreal, Canada, to try to 
agree targets for addressing 

the loss of nature amid an 
extinction crisis threatening 
a million species on Earth. 
High on their agenda is a 
plan to protect 30% of land 
and sea for nature across the 
globe by 2030.

Environmental groups 
say progress in the first 
week has been slow and are 
calling for a step change in 
both pace and ambition.

"We will continue to see 
threats to marine life and 
our whole natural world un-
less we secure an ambitious 
deal," said Bernadette Fis-
chler Hooper of WWF.

The latest extinction list 
highlights risks to a type of 

pillar coral that forms fin-
ger-like structures found 
throughout the Caribbean. It 
is now classed as critically 
endangered. The coral is dy-
ing due to disease, climate 
change and pollution.

Meanwhile, many spe-
cies of abalone, the world's 
most expensive seafood, are 
threatened with extinction, 
due to poaching and unsus-
tainable harvesting, made 
worse by disease, pollution 
and climate change.

Marine biologist, Prof 
Amanda Vincent, of the 
University of British Co-
lumbia, Canada, said the 
"awful status" of these spe-

cies should shock us and en-
gage us for urgent action.

"These magical marine 
species are treasured wild-
life, from the wonderful 
abalone to the charismat-
ic dugong and the glorious 
pillar coral, and we should 
safeguard them according-
ly," she added.

Dugongs belong to the 
Sirenia, an order of aquat-
ic mammals sometimes 
known as "sea cows". The 
Sirenia family also includes 
manatees.

In 2015, the IUCN clas-
sified dugongs as vulnera-
ble to extinction worldwide 

Biodiversity: 'Magical marine 
species' pushed toward extinction

The dugong is said to have inspired ancient legends of mermaids

cont’d on pg 13
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Business

The Economic Commis-
sion for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
and the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) say de-
spite the recovery seen in 
labour markets in the first 
half of 2022, it is expected 
that in the second half the 
deceleration of growth will 
slow the region’s capacity to 
generate quality jobs.

In their new joint pub-
lication, “Employment Sit-
uation in Latin America 
and the Caribbean,” the UN 
agencies indicate that Latin 
America and the Caribbe-
an’s economies are facing 
“a very complex macroeco-
nomic, social and environ-
mental context, which is go-
ing to affect labour market 
dynamics.”

The report says the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic prompted “an un-
precedented crisis in Latin 

America and the Caribbe-
an’s economies and labour 
markets.”

In previous reports, 
ECLAC and the ILO em-
phasised that the recovery 
experienced by the region’s 
labour markets, since the 
economies reopened, had 
been “slow, partial and un-
even.”

However, the new re-
port says, in the first half of 
2022, favourable changes 
were observed in those mar-
kets’ main indicators.

First, in the second 
quarter of 2022, the report 
says the employment rate 
reached the level seen prior 
to the crisis.

It says the unemploy-
ment rate declined by 2.8 
percentage points versus the 
same period of 2021, reach-
ing 7.3 percent, a figure be-
low pre-pandemic levels.

“This reduction in the 

unemployment rate was ob-
served in all the countries 
studied,” the report says. 
“Similarly, there were im-
provements in the labour 
participation rate, although 
it is still below the level re-
corded prior to the health 
crisis.”

Another aspect high-
lighted in the first part of the 
report is that these positive 
trends are stronger among 
women, “who were espe-
cially affected during the 
pandemic and whose recov-

ery was slower than that of 
men in 2021.”

“Indeed, although in the 
first half of 2022, the unem-
ployment rate fell for both 
men and women (by 2.3 and 
3.4 percentage points, re-
spectively), the decline was 
much sharper in the case of 
women, resulting in a nar-
rowing of the unemploy-
ment gap, which went from 
a ratio of 1.5 to 1.4 between 
the first half of 2021 and the 
same period of 2022,” the 
report says.

It also notes that, since 
the first half of 2022, wage 
employment has increased 
more than own-account 
work and the manufacturing 
sector has shown the highest 
rates of job creation.

The document also indi-
cates that average real wag-
es have fallen due to the sig-
nificant increase in inflation 
in the first half of this year. 
(CMC)

due to a myriad of threats, including being 
caught up in fishing gear or struck by boat 
propellers, ocean pollution and the loss of 
the sea grasses on which they graze.

They are now particularly concerned 
about two populations. One, living in wa-
ters off Mozambique, is down to just 250 
individuals and is regarded as critically en-
dangered. 

The other, in New Caledonia, east of 
Australia, is deemed endangered.

There are still dugongs living in the 
waters off around 40 countries. Australia 
has the world's largest population of du-
gongs today, largely thanks to having a 
sparsely populated coast with lots of sea 
grasses.

Earlier this year the dugong was de-
clared functionally extinct in China. 
"Functional extinction" means that even 
if some dugongs are still alive off China's 
coast, their numbers are too small to main-
tain a viable population.

cont’d from pg 12

ECLAC, ILO warn of 
Caribbean’s capacity to 

generate quality jobs
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CMC - The govern-
ment of St. Kitts and Nev-
is says it has approved the 
payment of a Citizenship 
by Investment (CBI) div-
idend to the citizens and 
residents of the twin island 
federation.

In a recent statement, 
the prime minister’s office 
noted that the CBI dividend 

is a share of the profits and 
retained earnings received 
from the Citizenship by In-
vestment Program.

“The CBI dividend will 
be facilitated through Saint 
Christopher and Nevis So-
cial Security and will be 
distributed in two tiers or 
categories. 

“The first category is 

the pensionable and pen-
sioners, and the second 
category is classified as 
those who are not yet pen-
sionable.”

The release further ex-
plained that this was a new 
policy implemented by the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, as a commit-
ment to the Dr. Terrance 

Drew-led St. Kitts-Nevis 
Labor Party Administra-
tion’s campaign pledge to 
the citizens and residents 
of the Federation.

It is expected that an 
announcement will be 
made by the prime min-
ister, giving details of the 
payout in a subsequent an-
nouncement.

Regional News

CMC - Major General Antony 
Anderson, Jamaica’s Commission-
er of Police, says 30 people living in 
the United States who are influencers 
of crime and violence in Jamaica are 
being sought by the Jamaica Constab-
ulary Force (JCF).

He made the disclosure recently 
during a press briefing at the Office of 
the Prime (OPM) when Prime Minis-
ter Andrew Holness announced states 
of emergency (SOEs) in several par-
ishes.

Anderson emphasised that SOEs 
are about more than merely arresting 
individuals and the JCF is also target-
ing criminals who live in the US.

“As the prime minister says, we’re 
also working with our overseas part-
ners on some of this. We have a target 
list of 30 who reside in the US who 
we’re doing some work on,” Anderson 
said.

He added: “Those who are over 
there who believe that they are sup-
porting violence and crime in Jamaica 
and they are doing so without anybody 
paying any attention to them they’re 
sorely mistaken.”

On Thursday, senior representa-
tives from the US Department of Jus-
tice and the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation (FBI) met with Prime Minister 
Andrew Holness, Major General Ant-
ony Anderson, and other government 
officials in Washington.

The meeting was called to discuss 
the increasing danger posed by trans-
national criminal gangs, organised 
criminal violence, and the trafficking 
of illegal guns into Jamaica.

According to a media release 
from the Office of the Prime Minister 

(OPM), during the meeting, the police 
commissioner noted that “closer coop-
eration will ensure that criminals do 
not feel they have a safe haven in the 
United States from which to sponsor 
crime in Jamaica.”

As for the issue of the illegal ex-
port of firearms, Holness said the 
United States is taking even greater 
steps to deal with the problem of the 

St. Kitts Government to pay dividend 
from Citizenship by Investment

JCF targets thirty US-based 
criminals directing crime in Jamaica

Commissioner of Police, Major General Antony Anderson

cont’d on pg 15
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Reuters - Brazil's Econ-
omy Ministry on Sunday 
rejected assertions by pres-
ident-elect Luis Inacio Lula 
da Silva's transition team 
that the outgoing adminis-
tration was leaving govern-
ment finances "bankrupt-
ed."

The Economy Minis-
try said in a statement that 
gross debt will reach 74% 
of GDP by the end of the 
year, with a primary sur-
plus (excluding debt costs) 
of 23.4 billion reais, the 
first since 2013.

"This will be the first 
government ending its 
term with debt ratios low-
er than in its beginning, the 
debt was 75.3% of GDP in 
2018," the statement said.

Last week, the Plan-
ning and Budget group in 
Lula's camp said President 
Jair Bolsonaro is leaving 
the Brazilian state "bank-
rupted," according to for-
mer minister and transition 
team member Aloizio Mer-
cadante.

Brazil will pay interna-
tional financial institutions 
$1.23 billion next year, 
20% below the $1.56 bil-
lion that was due in 2016, 
the ministry said.

The government said 
expenses to help the most 

vulnerable part of the pop-
ulation since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic have prevented raises 
to public servants through 
2021.

Despite the ministry's 
denial of fiscal problems, 

senator Marcelo Castro, 
who is leading budget bill 
negotiations, said there are 
no available resources to 
pay for different govern-
ment programs next year.

Lula's transition team is 
in talks to approve a bill al-
lowing 145 billion reais in 
expenses above the current 
legally allowed ceiling.

Lula takes office on 
Jan. 1. The leftist ex-pres-
ident narrowly defeated 
Bolsonaro in an Oct. 30 
runoff election, a political 
comeback that ended Bra-
zil's most right-wing gov-
ernment in decades.

illegal export of firearms.
“We are pleased to note the passage 

of the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act 
which creates a legal framework to inter-
dict and prosecute persons illegally ex-
porting guns from the United States,” he 
added.

Holness asked that the new Act give 
special attention to Jamaican traffickers 

and firearms intended for Jamaica.
According to the OPM, the meeting 

reviewed current programs and alliances, 
highlighted gaps that need to be filled, and 
looked into possibilities for advancing co-
operation.

The OPM said possibilities for ex-
panding institutional and human resource 
capacity-building and training were also 
explored.

cont’d from pg 14

Brazil economy ministry 
rejects Lula transition   

team's judgement on finances

Brazil's economy minister nominee Fernando Haddad looks on as President-elect Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva talks during a news conference at the transition government building in Brasilia, 
Brazil December 9, 2022. REUTERS/Adriano Machado
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AP - Peru’s new president, Dina 
Boluarte, gave in to protesters’ de-
mands early Monday announcing in 
a nationally televised address that she 
will send Congress a proposal to move 
up elections.

Boluarte’s decision came after 
thousands of demonstrators took to the 
streets around Peru for another day on 
Sunday to demand that she resign and 
schedule elections to replace her and 
Congress. The protests turned deadly, 
with at least two reported deaths in a 
remote community in the Andes, ac-
cording to officials.

Boluarte said she will propose the 
scheduling of general elections for 
April 2024. That marks a reversal as 
she had previously said she should be 
allowed to hold the office for the re-
maining 3 1/2 years of her predeces-
sor’s term.

“My duty as president of the re-
public in the current difficult time is to 
interpret, read and collect the aspira-
tions, interests and concerns, if not of 
all, of the vast majority of Peruvians,” 
Boluarte said. “So, interpreting in the 
broadest way the will of the citizens... I 
have decided to assume the initiative to 
reach an agreement with the congress 
of the republic to advance the general 
elections.”

Many of those demonstrating in the 
ongoing political crisis are demand-
ing the release from custody of Pedro 
Castillo, the centre-left president oust-
ed Wednesday by lawmakers after he 
sought to dissolve Congress ahead of 
an impeachment vote.

The protests rocking Peru heated up 
particularly in rural areas, strongholds 
for Castillo, a former schoolteacher and 
political newcomer from a poor Ande-
an mountain district. Protesters set fire 
to a police station, vandalised a small 
airport used by the armed forces, and 

marched in the streets.
A 15-year-old boy died of an injury 

suffered during a protest in the remote 
Andes community of Andahuaylas, 
Congresswoman Maria Taipe Corona-
do said as she made an impassioned 
plea from the legislative palace for Bo-
luarte to step down.

“The death of this compatriot is 
the responsibility of Mrs. Dina for not 
submitting her resignation,” charged 
Taipe, who is affiliated with the party 
which helped Castillo and Boluarte to 
their election last year as president and 
vice president respectively before both 
were kicked out of that party. “Since 
when is protesting a crime?”

Taipe charged that authorities were 
using heavy-handed repressive tactics 
in quelling demonstrations. But it re-
mains unclear how the boy was fatal-
ly injured, and state media reported a 
second death in the same community 
without giving details.

Anthony Gutiérrez, director of a lo-

cal hospital, told a radio station that the 
second protester to die was an 18-year-
old person. At least 26 people also were 
reported injured.

Hundreds of people also protested 
in Lima, the capital, where riot police 
used tear gas to push protesters back.

Boluarte, in her address to the na-
tion, declared a state of emergency in 
areas outside Lima where protests have 
been particularly violent.

Boluarte, 60, was swiftly sworn in 
at midweek to replace Castillo, hours 
after he stunned the country by order-
ing the dissolution of Congress, which 
in turn dismissed him for “permanent 
moral incapacity.” Castillo was arrest-
ed on charges of rebellion.

Castillo’s failed move against the 
opposition-led Congress came hours 
before lawmakers were set to start a 
third impeachment attempt against him.

Scattered protests around the coun-
try have continued for days. Protesters 

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Peru president proposes moving 
up elections amid protests

Riot police run during clashes with supporters of ousted President Pedro Castillo in 
front of Congress in Lima, Peru, Sunday, Dec. 11, 2022. Peru's Congress voted to re-
move Castillo from office Wednesday and replace him with the vice president, shortly 
after Castillo tried to dissolve the legislature ahead of a scheduled vote to remove him. 
(AP Photo/Martin Mejia) 

cont’d on pg 17
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AP - Three young 
boys who fell through ice 
covering a lake in central 
England have died and a 
fourth remains hospitalised 
as weather forecasters is-
sued severe weather warn-
ings for large parts of the 
United Kingdom.

Police in full uniform 
jumped into the water and 
broke through the ice us-
ing their bare hands to pull 
the boys, ages 8, 10 and 11, 
from the icy waters Sunday 
afternoon and rushed them 
to the hospital in the West 
Midlands, about 100 miles 
(160 kilometres) north of 
London. But they could not 
be revived after suffering 
cardiac arrest.

The fourth child, who is 
6, remains in critical con-
dition. Emergency workers 
searched through the night 
and into Monday for two 
other children who were 
reportedly with the group, 
though it is uncertain 
whether there were addi-
tional victims of the trage-

dy.
“It’s important to stress 

... that we’ve had no con-
tact from anybody sug-
gesting that there’s any-
body else missing, but until 
we’re 100% certain we will 
be carrying on searches 
throughout the course of 
today,” West Midlands Po-
lice Superintendent Richard 
Harris said.

Harris declined to say 
whether the children were 
members of a single family.

The news came as the 
Met Office, Britain’s na-
tional weather service, is-
sued severe weather alerts 
for large parts of the coun-
try. Roads in eastern and 
southeastern England were 
among the most affected. 
Some travellers were stuck 

for hours due to the closure 
of the UK’s busiest high-
way, the M25, which circles 
greater London.

Gatwick and Stansted 
airports warned of flight de-
lays on Monday, and Lon-
don City Airport said it was 
experiencing “some disrup-
tion” because aircraft were 
out of position after flight 
cancellations on Sunday 
night.

The country recorded its 
coldest night of the year so 
far in northern Scotland at 
minus 15.7 degrees Celsius 
(3.7 degrees Fahrenheit).

“Frozen lakes, ponds, 
canals and reservoirs can 
look picturesque but they 
can be lethal, and there 
are no greater warnings of 
this than yesterday’s trag-
ic events,” West Midlands 
Fire Service area com-
mander Richard Stanton 
said. “Yesterday’s incident 
is a stark reminder to us all 
of the dangers of open wa-
ter, especially during the 
winter months.”

have also set up roadblocks, leaving 
people stranded for hours.

On Saturday in Andahuaylas, 16 
people were treated for concussions 
at a hospital, and one of those persons 
was reported in serious condition.

Boluarte has called for a time of na-
tional unity to heal from the latest up-
heaval. But many of those demonstrat-
ing in favour of Castillo have called her 
a “traitor.”

“The life of no Peruvian deserves 
to be sacrificed for political interests,” 

Boluarte tweeted hours before her ad-
dress to the nation. “I express my con-
dolences for the death of a citizen in 
Andahuaylas. I reiterate my call for di-
alogue and to put an end to violence.”

Meanwhile, in Lima, hundreds of 
people again gathered outside the leg-
islative palace on Sunday. Dozens of 
police officers in riot gear used tear 
gas against those gathered, while just 
inside the building, lawmakers were 
beginning a session. Police also chased 
and beat protesters as they ran from the 
scene amid clouds of gas.

Peru has had six presidents in the 
last six years, including three in a single 
week in 2020 when Congress flexed its 
impeachment powers.

The power struggle in the coun-
try has continued as the Andes region 
and its thousands of small farms strug-
gle to survive the worst drought in a 
half-century. The country of more than 
33 million people is also experiencing 
a fifth wave of COVID-19 infections 
— having recorded about 4.3 million 
infections and 217,000 deaths since the 
pandemic began.

Police search teams at the scene after children fell through 
ice,in Babbs Mill Park in Kingshurst, Solihull, England, Monday, 
Dec. 12, 2022. Three young boys who fell through ice covering 
a lake in central England have died and a fourth remains hospi-
talised as weather forecasters issued severe weather warnings 
for large parts of the United Kingdom. (Matthew Cooper/PA via 
AP)

Three children die after fall into 
icy lake; UK gripped by storm

cont’d from pg 16
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Reuters - The Islamic 
Republic on Monday hanged 
a man in public who state 
media said had been convict-
ed of killing two members of 
the security forces, the sec-
ond execution in less than a 
week of people involved in 
protests against Iran's ruling 
theocracy.

Nationwide unrest erupt-
ed three months ago after the 
death while in detention of 
22-year-old Kurdish Iranian 
woman Mahsa Amini, who 
was arrested by morality 
police enforcing the Islamic 
Republic's mandatory dress 
code laws.

The demonstrations have 
turned into a popular revolt 
by furious Iranians from all 
layers of society, posing one 
of the worst legitimacy chal-
lenges to the Shi'ite clerical 
elite since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution.

"Majid Reza Rahnavard 
was hanged in public in (the 
holy Shi'ite city of) Mashhad 
this morning ... He was sen-
tenced to death for 'waging 
war against God' after stab-
bing to death two members 
of the security forces," the 
judiciary's Mizan news agen-
cy reported.

Mizan published pic-
tures of the execution at 
dawn, showing Rahnavard 
hanging from a construction 
crane, with his hands and feet 
bound and his head covered 
with a black bag.

The semi-official Fars 
news agency said Rahna-
vard killed two members 

of the Basij volunteer force 
and wounded four others. 
The Basij force, affiliated 
with the elite Revolutionary 
Guards, has been at the fore-
front of the state crackdown 
on protests.

Calling for added pro-
tests across the country, ac-
tivists on social media crit-
icised the execution of the 
23-year-old Rahnavard as "a 
criminal act" by the clerical 
rulers to deter dissent.

"They called Rahna-
vard's family at 7am (local 
time) and told them to go to 
the Behesht-e Reza cemetery. 
``We executed your child and 
buried him,' they said," wide-
ly followed activist account 
1500Tasvir posted on Twit-
ter.

The contents of the post 
could not be verified by Re-
uters.

On Thursday, Iran 
hanged Mohsen Shekari, 
who had been convicted of 
injuring a security guard with 
a knife and blocking a street 
in Tehran, the first such exe-
cution after thousands of ar-
rests over the unrest, drawing 
a chorus of Western condem-

nation and sanctions.
Rights groups have said 

Shekari was tortured and 
forced to confess. Molavi 
Abdolhamid, an outspoken 
Sunni Muslim cleric in the 
Shi'ite-ruled Islamic Repub-
lic, has said the death sen-
tence of Shekari violated 
sharia (Islamic law), his web-
site said.

State media published a 
video of a man, which it iden-
tified as Rahnavard, stabbing 
another man who fell against 
a parked motorcycle, and 
then stabbing another person 
immediately afterward and 
then running away.

State television showed 
a video in which Rahnavard 
said in the court that he came 
to hate the Basij forces after 
seeing them beating and kill-
ing protesters in videos post-
ed on social media. Activists 
said he was forced to confess 
under torture.

Amnesty International 
has said Iranian authorities 
are seeking the death pen-
alty for at least 21 people in 
what it called "sham trials 
designed to intimidate those 
participating in the popu-

lar uprising that has rocked 
Iran".

The European Union's 
foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell said on Monday the 
EU will agree on a "very 
tough" package of sanctions 
against Iran to show its sup-
port for peaceful protesters.

Blaming the unrest on 
foreign foes such as the Unit-
ed States and Israel, Iranian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Nasser Kanaani on Monday 
rejected Western criticism 
of rights abuses during the 
crackdown as meddling in 
Iran's state matters.

Tehran on Monday im-
posed sanctions on dozens of 
EU and British officials and 
entities "over their support 
and instigation" of the unrest, 
state television reported.

The unrest has been 
watched closely by Israel, 
where a national security of-
ficial said the executions did 
not appear to be deterring 
protesters and could further 
"box in the regime".

"Because it can only re-
spond with force, that has 
reinforced for the public the 
grievance being protested 
over," the Israeli official told 
Reuters. "There is no return-
ing this genie to the bottle."

Rights group HRANA 
said that as of Sunday 488 
protesters had been killed, 
including 68 minors. It said 
62 members of the security 
forces had also been killed. 
As many as 18,259 protest-
ers are believed to have been 
arrested, it said.

Iran carries out second execution 
linked to wave of popular protests
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CMC - Captain Kraigg 
Brathwaite has rued West 
Indies’ lack of resolve in the 
Adelaide second Test but 
said he believed the chas-
tening result was a learning 
curve, which would serve 
the side well in important 
contests next year.

West Indies slumped to 
a 419-run defeat, half-hour 
before lunch on the penul-
timate day here Sunday, the 
result marking their heavi-
est-ever loss in Test history 
by runs.

They were bowled out 
for 77 after resuming on 38 
for four – their lowest-ever 
total Down Under and their 
second lowest-ever against 
the Aussies.

“Obviously [the] pink 
ball is always different – 
under lights is always tough 
and at times a little tough-
er,” Brathwaite told a media 
conference afterwards.

“[We needed] a little 
better judgement at times. 
But it happens. Bad days 
happen and bad games [hap-
pen], and obviously this was 
a bad game for sure, for us.

“But it’s not the end of 
the world. We have a lot of 
Test cricket to play next year 
so we have to look ahead.”

West Indies lost the 
opening Test in Perth by 
164 runs last week, their 
first Test defeat of the year 
following series triumphs 
over England and Bangla-
desh, when they went un-
beaten.

And while they took the 
opening Test against Aus-
tralia deep into the final day 
before succumbing, the Ca-
ribbean side showed little 
of that determination in the 
day-night affair in Adelaide.

Brathwaite, however, 
praised his side and said 
they retained his full sup-
port going forward.

“In a year, you want to 
win every game – you don’t 
want to lose – but I think 
losing is a part of the game,” 
he explained.

“Obviously this loss 
was a bit disappointing 
in how we didn’t show 
the fight [required]. I was 
pleased with the first Test in 
Perth despite it being a loss. 
We saw guys fighting, and 
to carry a strong Australia 
team into the last day was a 
decent effort.

“I still think it was a 
good year for us – a very 

good year. Obviously losing 
one series against the num-
ber one team in the world is 
not a bad effort.

“As I said, it’s import-
ant to learn from this expe-
rience. We have South Afri-
ca next year in March after 
Zimbabwe and we know 
there are kind of similar 
conditions in South Africa 
so it is important we show 
that experience.

“You go through certain 
things and it is important 
you learn from them. But 
I’m 100 percent behind this 
team. I think it’s a good 
group [but] you can’t al-
ways win.”

Brathwaite was one of 
only four players with pre-
vious Test experience in 
Australia and that dearth of 
knowledge showed in the 
series result.

There were three debu-
tants in the series – Tage-

narine Chanderpaul, Dev-
on Thomas and Marquino 
Mindley – while Anderson 
Phillip was playing only his 
second Test.

Brathwaite said the way 
Australia went about their 
business in the series had 
served as a blueprint for 
his inexperienced unit, es-
pecially with West Indies 
scheduled to return Down 
Under in just over a year.

“[For] a lot of the guys, 
this was their first time to 
Australia so I think the ex-
perience would help, both 
as batsmen and as bowlers,” 
Brathwaite pointed out.

“And then seeing how 
Australia would’ve played, 
seeing how their batsmen 
would’ve started their in-
nings – we can learn from 
that starting.

“And then how their 
bowlers bowled through-
out – throughout a spell, 
throughout [a whole day] 
– because at times in Perth 
they bowled for a whole day 
but then you see the areas 
they bowled.

“It’s stuff like that 
you’ve got to learn from 
and it’s important when you 
come [back to Australia] 
that you don’t necessarily 
make the same mistakes.

“Australia will always 
be a strong team at home 
but the key with experienc-
es is to learn from them so 
it’s important we show that 
experience when we come 
back.”

Sports News
Brathwaite rues ‘bad game’, 

urges WI to learn from defeat

West Indies captain Kraigg Brathwaite speaks to reporters at 
the post-match media conference in Adelaide.
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AP - Kenya’s most iden-
tifiable community is aban-
doning hunting lions with 
spears for javelin throwing 
at a biannual event called 
the Maasai Olympics.

The Maasai people, re-
nowned for their colourful 
garb, are predominantly 
herders and live near some 
of Kenya’s most visited 
wildlife parks. Attacks by 
Maasai on wildlife has of-
ten been cited as a threat to 
some animal populations.

The traditional rite of 
passage for a young Maa-
sai man has been to kill a 
lion with a spear in order to 
prove his masculinity, earn 
a warrior name and admira-
tion among young women.

But Maasai elders like 
Mingati Samanya, 69, are 
charting a new path for the 
community’s young war-
riors, also known as morans.

During his youth, Sa-
manya killed two lions to 
show he was a man and that 
is how he received the “lion 
name” Mingati in the Maa 
language. His name at birth 
was Naiganya.

Samanya is now among 
dozens of elders who are 
encouraging Maasai morans 
to pursue an alternative way 
of proving their masculinity 
that includes participating in 
athletics, javelin and Maasai 
jump competitions during 
the community Olympics.

On Saturday, at the 
Kimana Sanctuary in the 
foothills of Mount Kiliman-

jaro, young men and some 
women competed for med-
als and cash prizes.

“During our time, we 
killed lions and did not ben-
efit with anything. Right 
now, when the morans throw 
a javelin and run, they get 
money. Previously, we got 
nothing. It was just poverty 
instead of providing for our 
family,” Samanya told The 
Associated Press.

Vivian Nganini, who at-
tended the Maasai Olympics 
while wearing a tradition-
al wedding dress complete 
with colourful beaded neck-
laces, said girls of today 
prefer the modern moran.

“At least when they run, 
they can win some money 

and be able to take care of 
their wives and children,” 
said the 22-year-old mother 
of two.

The Maasai Olympics 
also are part of wider con-
servation efforts.

“The cultural side of 
warriors wanting to kill li-
ons to be renowned is solved 
by this event,” Craig Millar 
with the Big Life Founda-
tion told the AP.

The lion population in 
the Amboseli ecosystem 
which includes the Kima-
na Sanctuary has increased 
10 times over the last 20 
years, according to Millar. 
He attributed this to various 
initiatives like anti-poach-
ing law enforcement and 

compensation programs to 
alleviate the loss of Maas-
ai-owned livestock to pred-
ators.

But other dangers re-
main for wildlife. Parts of 
Kenya and the wider East 
Africa region have expe-
rienced four consecutive 
seasons with inadequate 
rainfall, with hundreds of el-
ephants, wildebeests, zebras 
and other animals dying, ac-
cording to a recent report by 
wildlife authorities.

During such prolonged 
dry periods, the risk of hu-
man-wildlife conflict in-
creases, but communities 
living near parks are encour-
aged to protect and co-exist 

In Kenya, some Maasai turn 
from lion-killing to Olympics

Maasai women spectators watch the Maasai Olympics in Kimana Sanctuary, southern Kenya 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 2022. The sports event, first held in 2012, consists of six track-and-field events 
based on traditional warrior skills and was created as an alternative to lion-killing as a rite of pas-
sage. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)

cont’d on pg 21
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AP - Tears are flowing 
from soccer’s biggest super-
stars as they make emotion-
al exits from what might be 
their last World Cup.

First it was Neymar. 
Then it was Cristiano Ron-
aldo. Could Lionel Messi be 
next?

Momentum is build-
ing behind Messi’s push to 
cap his career with the big-
gest prize in the game. The 
35-year-old Argentina play-
maker has carried his team 
to the semifinals, almost in 
the same way Diego Mara-
dona — the man with whom 
Messi is so often compared 
— led the South American 
nation to its second and 
most recent World Cup title 
in 1986.

Now in Argentina’s way 
is Croatia, a country with 
a population of 4 million 
which is establishing a rep-
utation as the most stubborn 
and durable of opponents 
while also boasting one of 
soccer’s most graceful play-
ers in Luka Modric.

The teams go head to 
head at Lusail Stadium 
— also the venue for Sun-
day’s final — in a meeting 
between the last two run-
ners-up at the tournament: 

Argentina in 2014 and Cro-
atia in 2018.

Argentina might have 
been expected to be in this 
position. The team arrived at 
the World Cup as the Copa 
America champion, on a 
36-match unbeaten run and 
with Messi back in sublime 
form for Paris Saint-Ger-
main.

There was much less 
noise around the Croatians, 
yet they keep on surprising 
just like four years ago when 
their run to the final includ-
ed a 3-0 victory over Argen-
tina in the group stage. They 
also reached the World Cup 
semifinals in 1998.

Both teams have come 

through uncomfortable mo-
ments. Argentina’s darkest 
time was right at the start of 
the tournament, after a 2-1 
loss to Saudi Arabia in what 
will go down as one of the 
World Cup’s biggest upsets.

Inspired by Messi and 
one of the most fervent fan 
followings in Qatar, Argen-
tina won its final two group 
games, ended up squeezing 
past Australia 2-1 in the 
round of 16 and then re-
quired penalties to get past 
the Netherlands in a wild 
quarterfinal match.

Messi now has four 
goals in the tournament 
in Qatar, leaving him one 
behind top scorer Kylian 
Mbappé. They are probably 
the two standout players at 
a World Cup that has seen 
many other top players live 
up to their lofty reputations.

Modric is a case in point.
He might not have 

scored a goal. He hasn’t 

even had an assist. But don’t 
underestimate the impor-
tance to Croatia of the little 
magician who keeps things 
ticking in midfield and man-
ages to assert some control 
for a team which fights until 
the last minute.

In 2018, each of Croa-
tia’s knockout games went 
into extra time before the 
team lost to France in the 
final, and the same thing 
is happening in Qatar, 
with victories in penalty 
shootouts over Japan in the 
last 16 and Brazil in the 
quarterfinals.

Croatia looked more 
comfortable against Brazil 
than against Japan, which 
shows the team might be 
happier to invite pressure 
and choose its moments to 
break forward rather than 
control games and be more 
susceptible to the counterat-
tack.

Containing Messi will 
be key and much of the re-
sponsibility there lies with 
holding midfielder Marce-
lo Brozovic, who protected 
Croatia’s defence so well 
against Brazil.

Argentina will be with-
out two players because of 
suspension: left back Mar-
cos Acuña and right back 
Gonzalo Montiel. Acuña is 
the bigger miss, having im-
pressed since coming into 
the team after the loss to 
Saudi Arabia, and he is like-
ly to be replaced by Nicolás 
Tagliafico.

Messi, Modric carry Argentina, 
Croatia into World Cup semis

Argentina's Lionel Messi celebrates after scoring Argentina's 
second goal during the World Cup quarterfinal soccer match 
between the Netherlands and Argentina, at the Lusail Stadium in 
Lusail, Qatar, Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)

with wild animals.
“We now understand 

the benefits of wildlife to 
the country’s economy and 
direct benefits to us, the 
Maasai, who live near the 

parks,” said Baba Siton, 
an elder who lives near the 
Kimana Sanctuary. “I’ve 
often allowed the harm-
less wild animals to drink 
in water pans alongside my 
livestock.”
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CMC - Under-19 stars Djenaba 
Joseph and Trishan Holder have been 
called up to the West Indies Wom-
en’s senior squad for the opening two 
Twenty20 Internationals of the five-
match series against England Women.

The pair replace veteran seamer 
Shakera Selman and batsman Chedean 
Nation, both of whom featured in the 
just concluded three-match One-Day 
International series which England 
Women won in a clean sweep.

Joseph and Holder will be joined 
by off-spinner Karishma Ramharack, 
who was named in the squad for the 
first two ODIs but never played due to 
injury.

“Based on injuries in the CG Unit-
ed ODI series Chedean Nation and 
Shakera Selman have been ruled out at 
this time,” said chief women’s selector 
Ann Browne-John.

“Two members of the Under 19 
World Cup squad, Djenaba Joseph and 

Trishan Holder, who have been mak-
ing great progress, have been named to 
the squad and we believe that they will 
fit in well and absorb the experience.

“Karishma Ramharack returns to 
the team after missing the ODI series 
due to injury and Shamilia Connell 
who was on the injured list for the 

ODIs is also expected to be ready to 
be considered for selection later in the 
series.”

Joseph and Holder were last week 
named in a 15-member squad for next 
month’s ICC Under-19 T20 World Cup 
in South Africa, from January 14-29.

AP - FINA, the feder-
ation which has run inter-
national swimming com-
petitions for more than a 
century, is rebranding itself 
as World Aquatics ahead of 
the next Olympics in Paris 
in 2024 after a vote Monday.

That means leaving be-
hind the French-language 
name of Fédération Interna-
tionale de Natation — Inter-
national Swimming Federa-
tion. 

World Aquatics says the 
new brand is more inclu-
sive of events such as div-
ing, water polo and artistic 
swimming, all of which are 

overseen by the federation.
“More than 70% of the 

athletes that we have spo-
ken with have said that they 
would like us to change FI-
NA’s name. Many of them 
could not even tell us what 

the letters in FINA stand 
for,” World Aquatics pres-
ident Husain Al-Musallam 
said.

The new name will be 
phased in gradually in 2023 
before the World Aquatics 

Championships in Fukuoka, 
Japan, in July.

World Aquatics contin-
ues a trend toward shorter, 
simpler English-language 
names among the federa-
tions running international 
sports.

In track and field, the 
International Association 
of Athletics Federations re-
branded as World Athletics 
in 2019. The former Fédéra-
tion Internationale des 
Sociétés d’Aviron is now 
known as World Rowing 
and the International Rugby 
Board became World Rug-
by.

Swimming body FINA rebrands as World Aquatics

Joseph, Holder in Windies 
T20 squad to face England

Trishan Holder at the Commonwealth Games earlier this year.
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Time of Victory and 
AFBAHLUR (Agriculture 
United) will clash in the fi-
nal of the Mandy Premier 
League’s (MPL) Cool and 
Smooth Sherma Jackson 
Business Softball Cricket 
League.

Both teams booked their 
spots into the championship 
final by surging to impres-
sive victories in their respec-
tive semi-finals at the Potters 
playing field on Sunday, 11th 
December. 

 Time of Victory 
pulled off a surprising 48-
run victory over previous-
ly unbeaten TG Welding, 
who had gained a bye in the 
semi-finals by virtue of win-
ning all their games to finish 
at the top of the standings at 
the end of the preliminary 
matches.

Batting first in the sec-
ond semi-final, Time of Vic-
tory amassed 168 for two in 
their allotted 10 overs, with 
male player of the match Es-
san Warner slamming an un-
beaten century.

Warner hammered 112 
not out, which included 14 
sixes and two fours, and 
Michael Greaves contribut-

ed 53. Charanlal Ramjohn 
picked up one wicket for 32 
runs. 

Chasing 169 to win, TG 
Welding could only muster 
121 for seven off their 10 
overs. Ramjohn top scored 
with 33 and Germaine Otto 
struck 31. 

Female player of the 
game Arianna Farrell and 
Greaves each claimed identi-
cal bowling figures of three 
wickets for 22 runs.

AFBAHLUR also re-
corded a shocking 46-run 
win against the Antigua 
and Barbuda Defense Force 
(ABDF) in the first semi-fi-
nal.

Male player of the game 
Richie Thomas hammered 60 
and Vincey Bowen chipped 
in with 24 as AFBAHLUR 
made 125 for two off their 10 
overs. Terique Mason picked 
up one wicket for 20 runs.

In reply, the Antigua 
and Barbuda Defense Force 
were restricted to 79 for nine 
in 9.5 overs. Edwin Jackson 
got 21 and Malik Macellin 
made 19.

Bowen snapped up three 
wickets for one run and 
Thomas captured two wick-

ets for 10 runs. Monique 
Titus was named the female 
player of the game.

Time of Victory and AF-
BAHLUR will clash in the 
final at the Potters playing 

field on Sunday, 18th De-
cember, at 2: 20 pm. 

The final will be preced-
ed by the playoff for third 
place between TG Welding 
and the ABDF at 12 pm.

Time of Victory’s male player of the game Essan Warner, left, 
and teammate Arianna Farrell, right, who captured the female 
player of the game award at the end of their semi-final in the 
Mandy Premier League’s Cool and Smooth Sherma Jackson 
Business Softball Cricket League at the Potters playing field on 
Sunday, 11th December, 2022. (Photo courtesy Mandy Weath-
erhead)

Time of Victory and AFBAHLUR 
to clash in business softball final

Holder already boasts interna-
tional experience, having competed 
with Barbados at the Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham earlier this 
year. West Indies Women are coming 
off a poor performance in the ODI 
series and Browne-John said the up-
coming matches presented the “ideal 
opportunity” for players to impress.

“The upcoming T20 series is vi-
tally important as the team continues 
its preparations for the World Cup in 
February 2023,” she said.

“With some of the senior players 
missing out through injury, it is an ide-
al opportunity for the other players to 
start cementing a place in the World 
Cup team.”

The first T20 International bowls 

off at the Vivian Richards Cricket 
Ground here Sunday at 6 pm.

SQUAD – Hayley Matthews (cap-
tain), Shemaine Campbelle (vice cap-
tain), Aaliyah Alleyne, Afy Fletcher, 
Cherry Ann Fraser, Shabika Gajnabi, 
Sheneta Grimmond, Chinelle Hen-
ry, Trishan Holder, Djenaba Joseph, 
Kycia Knight, Karishma Ramharack, 
Kaysia Schultz, Rashada Williams.

cont’d from pg 22
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The Leeward Islands Cricket 
Board (LICB) has extended congrat-
ulations to Leeward Islands and West 
Indies fast bowler Alzarri Joseph on 
his accomplishment of becoming the 
leading wicket taker in international 
cricket in 2022. 

Joseph achieved this feat on 9th 
December during the second test be-
tween Australia and the West Indies at 
the Adelaide Oval when he picked up 
his 67th international wicket in 2022 
by bowling Australia’ s all-rounder 
Cameron Green.

President of the LICB Enoch Lew-
is said, “We at the LICB are especial-
ly delighted that in keeping with our 

Motto ‘Defying the Odds’, Alzarri has 
managed to achieve this goal while he 
continues to show his qualities as one 
of the leaders in the West Indies bowl-
ing units.

“We applaud Mr. Joseph for his 
determination, strong work ethic, 
strength of mind and character all of 
which have contributed to his success-
ful career to date.

“As an organization, we again 
wish to congratulate Alzarri on this 
achievement. Our hope is that with 
God’s blessings, he can continue to 
defy the odds and accomplish higher 
and greater milestones as he progress-
es in his career.”

The Honourable Gaston 
Browne Pointvill Ballers 
opened their campaign in 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Basketball Association’s 
(ABBA) second division 
with an impressive 16-point 
win at the JSC Sports Com-
plex on Sunday night, 11th 
December.

Devon Christian shot a 
game-high 20 points to lead 
Pointvill Ballers to a 76-60 
victory over the Honour-
able Daryll Matthew Ottos 
Clippers in the first game of 
a double-header.

He was well supported 
by captain Khalid Shaba-
zz and Dyllan Joseph with 
15 points each and Cedric 
Henry with 10 points.

Jason Phillip sank 19 
points, while Keithroy Ti-
tus and Jules Frederick 
each scored 10 points for 
Ottos Clippers who lost for 

the second time in as many 
outings.

Flyers2 also made a 
successful start to their sea-
son by soaring to an em-
phatic 65-46 victory over 
Caribbean Pharmaceuticals 

Supplies Fearless Crew1 in 
the second game on Sun-
day.

Tequan Broodie con-
verted 21 points and Sadiq 
Phillip scored 11 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds for 

Flyers2. Hansen Richards 
sank 11 points for Fearless 
Crew2, who slipped to their 
first loss in two outings.

The second division 
will continue with another 
Zone 2 double-header at 
the JSC Sports Complex 
this evening, Tuesday, 13th 
December.

 Galaxia Bar Spanish 
Heat will oppose Honour-
able Gaston Browne Point-
vill Ballers at 6:45 pm, 
while Honourable Daryll 
Matthew Ottos Clippers 
will clash with Caribbean 
Pharmaceuticals Supplies 
Fearless Crew1 at 8:30 pm.

In Zone 1 match-ups to-
morrow, Wednesday, 14th 
December, Ottos Coolers 
will take on Rebels at 6:45 
pm and Jan Serv Fearless 
Crew2 will face Raeburn 
Generators United at 8:30 
pm.

Antiguan, Leeward Islands and West In-
dies fast bowler Alzarri Joseph. (Photo 
courtesy CWI)

LICA extends congratulations to Alzarri Joseph

Captain of the Honourable Gaston Browne Pointvill Ballers Kha-
lid Shabazz prepares to shoot a free throw during his team’s 
second division game against the Honourable Daryll Matthew 
Ottos Clippers at the JSC Sports Complex on Sunday, 11th De-
cember, 2022.

Pointvill Ballers make winning 
start to second division campaign
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Pigotts Bullets, Willik-
ies and Tryum all recorded 
their second wins in three 
matches in the Antigua and 
Barbuda Football Associa-
tion’s (ABFA) Premier Di-
vision League on Sunday, 
11th December.

Playing in the feature 
match of a triple-header at 
the ABFA’s Technical Cen-
tre at Paynters, Pigotts Bul-
lets prevailed 2-1 against 
All Saints United.

Tyrique Thwaites scored 
in the 16th minute to give 
Bullets a 1-0 half-time ad-
vantage. The Pigotts men 
then extended their lead 
with a 65th minute conver-
sion by Shamari Dyer.

Adjani Thomas pulled 
a goal back for All Saints 
United when he scored in 
the 80th minute. But it was 
too little too late as United 
were unable to breach the 
Bullets defense again as 
they succumbed to their first 
loss in three outings.

After losing their open-
ing match to Jennings Gre-
nades, Willikies secured 
their second successive win 
by romping to a 4-1 victory 
over Five Islands in Sun-
day’s first encounter.

A Kwami Byers’ 20th 
minute strike had given 
Willikies a 1-0 halftime 
lead. Phil Nicholas doubled 

his team’s advantage with a 
63rd minute conversion and 
Nadre Thomas hit home in 
the 85th minute to make it 
3-0.

Troy Lorente Sanchez 
scored a late consolation 
goal for Five Islands in the 
87th minute, but Novelle 
Francis scored in added on 
time (90+1) to restore his 
team’s three-goal advantage 
and sealed Willikies impres-
sive victory. It was the sec-
ond loss for Five Islands in 
three outings.

A Chevel Cunningham’s 

35th minute conversion was 
sufficient to give Tryum 
a1-0 victory over former 
premier league champions 
Greenbay Hoppers in Sun-
day’s second encounter.

It was also the second 
consecutive loss for Hop-
pers after snatching a 3-2 
win against neighbours Em-
pire in their opening match 
of the competition.

The final match in the 
third week of fixtures in the 
premier league will be con-
tested at ABFA’s Technical 
Centre this evening, Tues-

day, 13th December. SAP 
will clash with Swetes at 7 
pm.

Action in the ABFA’s 
second division will resume 
with three matches today.

Golden Grove will en-
tertain Freemans Ville at 
the Golden Grove playing 
field at 5 pm, ABAYA will 
meet Young Warriors at the 
Buckley’s School playing 
field at 4:30 pm and Attack-
ing Saints will host FC Mas-
ter Ballers at the Mack Pond 
playing field in All Saints at 
4:30 pm.

The Pigotts Bullets team claimed their second win in the Antigua and Barbuda Football Associa-
tion’s Premier Division League on Sunday, 11th December. (File photo)

Bullets, Willikies and Tryum get 
second wins in premier league


