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JOLLY BEACH WORKERS 
TO BEGIN RECEIVING 

SEVERANCE NEXT WEEK

Antigua and Barbuda’s Ambassador to the OAS, Sir Ronald Sanders joins Ministers of Foreign Affairs and other senior diplomats 
at the opening of the 52nd OAS General Assembly in Lima, Peru. The 6th - 7th October meeting is the first time the members have 
gathered in-person since 2019. Story on Page 4
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Antigua and Barbuda 
has continued to enjoy pos-
itive stay-over visitor num-
bers into September which 
is traditionally one of the 
slowest months for tourist 
arrivals.

The latest statistics 
have shown that arrivals for 
September topped 15,462, 
a fair improvement for the 
same period in 2019.

2019, the last normal 
year before the start of the 
pandemic, has been used 
as the benchmark against 
which the Antigua and Bar-
buda Hotels and Tourist As-
sociation has compared the 
industry’s performance in 
2022.

In September, 2019, 
14,124 visitors arrived in 
the country.

This encouraging de-
velopment follows word 
from Wednesday’s Cabinet 
that plans are on track to 
restore two defunct major 
hotels to operation. 

“The principals of Elite 
Resorts came to address 
the management of a refur-
bished Jolly Beach hotel. 

“The object is to have 
several rooms rehabilitated 
for the winter season and 
to have the Elite Resorts 
manage those rooms. The 
management company will 

also market Jolly Beach 
and share profits with the 
government of Antigua 
and Barbuda,” the Cabinet 
Notes revealed.

The report from Cab-
inet continued that Jolly 
Beach’s court appointed ad-
ministrator has determined 
that the resort’s dismissed 
line staff are owed EC$12.8 
million. 

Assurance has been 
given that once the sale of 
the property is completed 
today, the staff will be paid 
from the proceeds of the 
sale. Severance payments 
will begin in the upcoming 
week.

Jolly Beach has been 
appraised and valued at just 

over US$30 million. 
On Thursday during the 

post-Cabinet press briefing, 
the governmental body’s 
spokesman, Melford Nich-
olas, provided a further up-
date on the issue.

“I think that there are 
administrative issues to be 
put in place, but yes, in the 
week following, we would 
expect that there would be a 
streamlining of the process 
to ensure that individual 
workers could be identified 
and the line items could be 
reconciled and the cheques 
would be received,” Nicho-
las said.

Meanwhile, Cabinet 
was provided with updates 
on the lease of the Halcyon 

Hotel from representatives 
of the Ministry of Legal Af-
fairs and former Solicitor 
General, Keith Ford. 

The Sunwing Group, 
and Antigua Isle - a gov-
ernment owned company 
- have entered into a 99-
year agreement at a cost of 
US$400,000 per annum.

The new hotel, which 
will be called the Royalton 
Chic, will feature a number 
of luxury homes built on the 
hills surrounding the resort. 

These holiday homes 
will be built at a cost start-
ing at US$200,000. 

They will be offered to 
CIP applicants who are in-
terested in real estate op-
tions.

As tourist arrivals remain on 
the uptick, gov’t announces 
Jolly Beach sale complete, 
staff severances to be paid

Jolly Beach hotel
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To provide economic 
relief to those people who 
are still out of work in the 
aftermath of the pandemic, 
the Cabinet has agreed to 
wipe out outstanding debt 
up to December, 2021 on 
bills owed to the Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre (SLB-
MC), Antigua Public Utili-
ties Authority (APUA) and 
property tax.

This was indicated in 
this week’s Cabinet notes 
and confirmed at Thursday’s 
post-Cabinet Press Briefing 
by Minister of Information, 
Melford Nicholas. 

Nicholas said that any 
debt incurred this year will 
have to be paid, however, 
the government has deter-
mined it is necessary to 
intervene to remove some 
of the financial burden on 
those in need while ensuring 
that their access to essential 
services remains uninter-
rupted.

In addition to the APUA 
amnesty, disconnected cus-
tomers who pay the current 
month’s obligation will be 
reconnected by November 
1st 2022. 

Residents and citizens 
with outstanding hospital 
bills owed to the Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre, and 
who have been in arrears 
for more than 180 days, will 
have their balance forgiven.

The amnesty also ap-

plies to those in arrears with 
property tax. Unpaid prop-
erty taxes up to December 
31st 2021 will benefit, pro-
vided that the owner pays 
the current year’s tax.

While a figure was not 
stated, it is expected that 
across the three entities 
identified, the value of the 
amnesty could total in the 
millions.

Minister Nicholas said 
Thursday while there will be 
a loss to the government and 
APUA, much of the debt is 
uncollectible, as many peo-
ple are still out of work and 
are trying to piece together 
their lives in the aftermath 
of the pandemic.

“Much of the debt is 
perhaps, maybe, uncollect-
ible. 

“Without an income, 
how could [a] person reor-
ganise themselves in such a 
way that they can find new 
means of themselves and 
their families, and so it is 
within the context of those 
impacts that it has had on 

individual families, that the 
government is making this 
decision.”

Regarding APUA, the 
information minister said 
similar debt forgiveness has 
been extended in the past, 
however, given the life al-
tering changes brought on 
by the pandemic years, the 
government believes the 
time is right to offer relief to 
those in need once again.

“We would have done 
similar measures with 
APUA before, and it is a 
matter that we have looked 
at and made a determination 
that... what we want to do is 
for persons who now have 

the ability to restart their 
lives effectively, or resusci-
tate their lives effectively, in 
the wake of COVID.

“Now that we have 
begun to see economic 
growth, and better and more 
improved employment op-
portunities, that without that 
heavy load on their backs, 
that they will be able to...
become new customers who 
are actually in a position to 
pay to the APUA, and so we 
think at the end of the day, 
it will have a positive up-
tick on the incremental rev-
enue that APUA collects on 
a monthly basis,” Nicholas 
said.

Gov’t offers debt amnesty 
to ease post-COVID 
economic hardships
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Antigua and Barbuda’s Ambassador 
Ronald Sanders is presently in Lima, 
Peru participating in the 52nd Organi-
zation of American States General As-
sembly.

The meeting, which began on 5th 
October and concludes today, is being 
held at the Lima Convention Centre, 
under the theme selected by the gov-
ernment of Peru, “Together Against In-
equality and Discrimination”.

While in Central America, Sir Ron-
ald will engage with heads of govern-
ment and his diplomatic counterparts on 
issues salient to the OAS’ member na-
tions including strengthening democra-
cy, promotion and protection of human 
rights, multidimensional security, and 
integral development.

During his presentation to the body 
on the opening day of the General As-
sembly, Sir Ronald raised several sober-
ing issues facing the organisation. These 
matters included the OAS’ precarious 
financial standing to the ongoing ambi-
guity and division over the involvement 
of Venezuela’s opposition leader, Juan 
Guaido, in the affairs of the organisation 
after the country’s elected leader, Pres-
ident Nicolas Maduro, withdrew from 
the group in 2017.

“As we meet at this 52nd Regular 
Session of the General Assembly of the 
Organization of American States, the 
OAS is financially broke. We are trying 
to run an Organization that costs $118 
million on an unrealistic Budget of $81 
million. 

“The result is that the Secretariat of 
the Organization is unable to carry out 
a mountain of mandates from a hill of 
meagre financial resources. 

“Sadly, because of this, the staff of 
the Organization live in uncertainty.  
Many are seeking better security else-
where, and there is an exodus of talent, 
as skilled people flee to seek refuge in 

destinations with better prospects,” Sir 
Ronald said.

He continued that many of the is-
sues facing the body are within the pow-
er of its members to correct but urged 
that swift and decisive action is needed 
to remedy the crisis looming over the 
future of the OAS.

“It is the fault of Governments that 
do not provide the resources; it is the 
fault of an antiquated Charter; and it is 
the fault of anachronistic rules which 
urgently need reform.  Therefore, Gov-
ernments must resolve to address these 
problems, and commit to provide the re-
sources to give the OAS the vibrance, 
relevance and importance that it should 
have. 

“Not for the first time, Antigua and 
Barbuda urges the establishment of a 
group of Eminent persons from across 
our hemisphere to produce a report and 
recommendations on what must happen 
to recreate the OAS to serve the needs 
of our Hemisphere, and the needs of our 
Hemisphere in the World.”

Among the other issues that were on 
the agenda for deliberation was a reso-
lution on the security and political situa-
tion in Haiti.  The Haiti-led resolution on 
the security and political situation in the 
north Caribbean nation asked the OAS 
General Secretariat to re-establish regu-
lar meetings of likeminded delegations 
and donors, deepen OAS-UN cooper-

ation, and solicit specific cooperation 
tools the OAS could provide to Haiti.

Sir Ronald also addressed this press-
ing issue.

“Human rights and human freedom 
must also remain a fundamental objec-
tive of this OAS, but we must devise 
early warning mechanisms, with imple-
mentation machinery, to address viola-
tions before they become so persistent 
and pervasive, that there are empty 
chairs and lowered flags at our meet-
ings. 

“In this regard, my delegation 
makes it clear that Haiti cannot be left 
by itself to deal with rampaging, armed 
gangs who kidnap, terrorize and enrich 
themselves, defying all laws and tearing 
down institutions. 

“The gangs in Haiti must be brought 
under control without any further delay. 

“The countries, in this Assembly, 
with the resources to help should do so, 
and the Haitian authorities must provide 
them with the guarantees, including 
stomping our corruption, that are neces-
sary to help,” he said.

Sir Ronald also raised issues affect-
ing vulnerable  island nations, including 
the impacts of climate change, inequita-
ble global financial policies and the war 
in Europe, all of which require the im-
mediate attention and action on the part 
of the OAS.

Ambassador Sanders raises stern 
issues facing the OAS in his address 

to the 52nd General Assembly in Peru

cont’d on pg 5
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Four private radio sta-
tions are now part of the na-
tional early warning system, 
the Common Alerting Proto-
col (CAP) that will interrupt 
regular programming to carry 
specific emergency alerts.

The four stations - Ob-
server Radio, Zoom Radio, 
God First Radio and Radio 
Lighthouse have joined state-

owned ABS Radio to broad-
cast the emergency alerts that 
notify residents of a pending 
event like a tsunami, flood-
ing, tropical storm warning, 
hurricane warning and even 
civil unrest.

A system test is sched-
uled for Friday morning at 
5:30 a.m. 

Prior to this arrangement, 

alerts were sent via smart 
phones, emails and ABS Ra-
dio and Television - the first 
media house to install the in-
terrupts.

CAP Consultant Damian 
Barker, from Barbados, spent 
the past two days installing 
the interrupts at the radio sta-
tions and meeting with per-
sonnel.

A refresher training was 
also held with staff from the 
National Office of Disaster 
Services (NODS) and the 
Met Office who presently 
send out the alerts.

Representatives from the 
Police and Defence Forces, 
the Ministry of Health and 
the Meteorological Office, 
along with staff from the 
National Office of Disaster 
Services (NODS) have been 
trained and granted access to 
the CAP.

Ten thousand residents in 
Antigua and Barbuda have 
downloaded the app and pres-
ently receive alerts whenever 
they are issued.

On the fringes of the meetings, there 
was also a high-level discussion among 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs on Wednesday 
centred on the topic, “Women’s leadership 
in international policy to combat gender in-
equality and discrimination”.

Founded in 1948 and composed of 35 

nations, the OAS is the world’s oldest re-
gional organisation and the General Assem-
bly is the forum at which ministerial-level 
discussions are held and decisions taken on 
issues affecting the grouping.

This year’s meeting is of particular sig-
nificance as it is the first time since 2019 that 
the General Assembly is meeting in-person.

Common Alerting Protocol 
installed at local radio stations

 

JOIN OUR TEAM 

 

NEW Mexican Resto & Tequila Bar! Opening November 2022 in English Harbor! 

Are you a hardworking, enthusiastic individual that is passionate about the Hospitality and 
Food & Beverage Sector? Then we want you! 

Opening Positions

 

 Waitresses  Cleaners 
 Sous and Line Chef's  Tequila Sommelier  
 Kitchen Stewards  Hostess 
 Bartenders  

 

 

 

Send your Cover Letter & CV to 
mexi.resto.antigua@gmail.com. Please clearly 
state the position you are applying for in the 
subject of the email. Only applicants under 

consideration will be contacted.  
Deadline 14th October 2022. 

Requirements: 

 Minimum of 5 CXC/CSEC Subjects 
 Minimum of 3 years of experience working in a Mexican Restaurant is highly preferred & 

encouraged. 
 Minimum of 5 years of experience working in a Mexican Restaurant for Sous Chef & Tequila 

Sommelier 
 Excellent Customer Service Skills 
 Fluent in Standard English 
 Fluent in Spanish is a Plus 

 

cont’d from pg 4



PAGE 6

FRIDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2022

Local News

Antigua and Barbuda has ap-
pointed a new Permanent Represen-
tative to the United Nations’ Office 
in Geneva.

Boris Latour, presented his cre-
dentials to Tatiana Valovaya, the Di-
rector-General of the United Nations 
Office in Geneva on Thursday.

According to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, prior to his appoint-
ment as Permanent Representative, 
Latour worked in the private sector 
managing an alternative investment 
fund located in Luxembourg. 

He has professional experience 

in renewable energy, information 
technology, real estate, hospitality, 
agriculture, banking, and finance. 

Most recently, Latour worked 
closely with the Government of An-
tigua and Barbuda to strengthen its 
diplomatic ties with European na-
tions and various international or-
ganisations.

The new diplomat has a master’s 
degree in Management Science and 
a bachelor’s degree in Business and 
Economics both from the Solvay 
Brussels School of Economics and 
Management in Belgium.

Antigua and Barbuda 
names new diplomat to 
the UN Geneva Office

Antigua and Barbuda's new Permanent 
Representative to the UN office in Gene-
va, Boris Latoure, presented his creden-
tials to Director-General Tatiana Valovaya 
on Thursday
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A whole new dining experience awaits you.

 Call us at 562-5724 | Whatsapp 736-7165

Police are investigating 
a death threat made against 
one of their own at his home.

The police constable 
who resides in Pigotts Vil-
lage made a report to the 
Parham Police Station on 
Wednesday that sometime 
after 7pm, he discovered a 
note on which was written a 
threat to end his life.

The law enforcement 
officer is said to have left 
his home after 2pm, while 
his family members includ-

ing his wife remained at the 
residence.

On his return home 
Wednesday evening, his 
wife allegedly informed him 
that she had discovered the 
note under a flower pot that 
was located on the southern 
side of the house.

The note, the exact con-
tent of which is unknown, 
was removed by the police 
that visited the scene and 
an investigation has been 
launched.

Police  
constable 
receives 

death threat
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By Sir Ronald Sanders 
(In replacement of his 

weekly commentary, Sir 
Ronald Sanders has provid-
ed the following statement 
made at the OAS General 
Assembly in Peru on 6 Oc-
tober) 

As we meet at this 52nd 
Regular Session of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Organ-
isation of American States, 
the OAS is financially broke. 

We are trying to run an 
Organization that costs $118 
million on an unrealistic 
Budget of $81 million. 

The result is that the 
Secretariat of the Organiza-
tion is unable to carry out a 
mountain of mandates from 
a hill of meagre financial re-
sources. 

Sadly, because of this, 
the staff of the Organization 
live in uncertainty. 

Many are seeking bet-
ter security elsewhere, and 
there is an exodus of talent, 
as skilled people flee to seek 
refuge in destinations with 
better prospects.   

It is little wonder that the 
peoples of our countries do 
not see the benefits of the 
OAS and, therefore, place 
little or no value in it. 

Member states with the 
financial capacity to pay, 
withhold their due contri-
butions, and others seek in-
centives to pay on time what 
they agreed to pay, and have 
an obligation to meet. 

The Organization is still 
booking as receivable in-
come, contributions from 
countries that have severed 

their ties from it, in fictional 
transactions that claim these 
monies, running into tens 
of millions of dollars, are 
somehow payable. 

If the OAS was a public 
company, its auditors would 
have declared it bankrupt. 

The Organization is also 
structurally broken  

The OAS is hardly 
known by the peoples of our 
states. 

And, collectively, we do 
not seem to know if we are 
an organisation of 35 states 
or of 34. 

The OAS has a Charter 
and rules of procedure that 
were produced in the days 
before cellular phones and 
the internet, before the world 
became a neighbourhood, 
and before interconnectivity 
between nations occurs in 
the fraction of a section. 

Yet its ancient Charter 
and rules of procedure have 
remained the guide of an Or-
ganization, operating in the 
modern world with unprece-
dented challenges. 

The result is that the 
Organization moves at the 
slow crawl of a turtle when 
it should be moving at the 
pace of Jamaica’s Usain 
Bolt, responsive to needs of 
people at every level. 

That is why a General 
Assembly can impose a vi-
olation of the Charter by 19 
votes including a disputed 
representative but cannot 
change it by 19 votes of ful-
ly qualified and accredited 
representatives as happened 
this morning, 

The Organization has an 
obligation to respond to the 
needs of its peoples because 
its member governments 
have promised to do so. 

That is the compact be-
tween governments and 
people which this Organiza-
tion was established to fulfil. 

But there is a gap be-
tween what governments 
promised and what is being 
delivered. 

And, let it be clear that 
the failure to bridge that gap 
is not the fault of the Secre-
tariat and its largely capable 
staff. 

It is the fault of Govern-
ments that do not provide 
the resources; it is the fault 
of an antiquated Charter; 
and it the fault of anachro-
nistic rules which urgently 
need reform. 

Therefore, Governments 
must resolve to address 
these problems, and commit 
to provide the resources to 
give the OAS the vibrance, 
relevance and importance 
that it should have. 

Not for the first time, 
Antigua and Barbuda urges 
the establishment of a group 
of Eminent persons from 
across our hemisphere to 
produce a report and recom-
mendations on what must 
happen to recreate the OAS 
to serve the needs of our 
Hemisphere, and the needs 
of our Hemisphere in the 
World. 

Mr Chairman, there are 
critical issues that confront 
all our nations collectively. 

They are issues that 
none of us can fully satisfy 
individually, but we can all 
meet collectively. 

Those issues include: 
The impact of Climate 

Change from which none of 
our nations can escape. 

The maintenance and 
preservation of the interna-
tional legal order which is 
the basis for peace and pros-
perity across the world. 

In this regard, we all 
have an obligation to stand 
up against any nation that 

The OAS is broke and broken 

Sir Ronald Sanders

cont’d on pg 9
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violates the global legal order, as Rus-
sia has done in Ukraine, creating world 
economic turmoil and instability that 
looks set to worsen. 

That is why Antigua and Barbuda 
contributed actively to the resolutions 
and declarations that sought to tell 
President Putin that this war must end, 
and end now. 

The innocent and smallest of our 
nations have been burdened the most, 
trapped in an international financial 
system that ignores our needs, 

Health issues also confront us all. 
COVID-19 is not the last pandem-

ic the world will endure.  This hemi-
sphere needs to be ready for the next 
one.  And ready – not with nationalistic 
protectionism but in multi-nation col-
laboration. 

There should never again be vac-
cine hoarding by the rich and depriva-
tion for the poor.

The mantra of none is safe, until all 
are safe will continue to be true in the 
future as it was as we all trembled in 
fear at COVID-19. 

Addressing economic inequalities 
is also a common challenge for which 
there can only be a common solution. 

Development and economic ad-
vancement must be a goal for all in our 
hemisphere, for which all in our hemi-
sphere should work diligently in our 
collective interest. 

Human rights and human freedom 
must also remain a fundamental ob-
jective of this OAS, but we must de-
vise early warning mechanisms, with 
implementation machinery, to address 
violations before they become so per-
sistent and pervasive, that there are 
empty chairs and lowered flags at our 
meetings. 

In this regard, my delegation 
makes it clear that Haiti cannot be left 
by itself to deal with rampaging, armed 

gangs who kidnap, terrorize and enrich 
themselves, defying all laws and tear-
ing down institutions. 

The gangs in Haiti must be brought 
under control without any further de-
lay. 

The countries, in this Assembly, 
with the resources to help should do 
so, and the Haitian authorities must 
provide them with the guarantees, in-
cluding stomping our corruption, that 
are necessary to help. 

The alternative is the creation of a 
criminal state in our midst, and a base 
for criminal activity in our neighbour-
hood. 

The Haitian people do not want 
this. They are the victims.  This OAS 
has an obligation to help and help now. 

Mr Chairman, the OAS can be a 
force for good, an instrument of peace 
and prosperity and an influence for de-
mocracy and development, but only if 
we reform it, respect it and resource it. 

cont’d from pg 8
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By Brian Lowry
Joe Berlinger maintains he didn’t 

set out to become the official chron-
icler of notorious serial killers, but 
the producer finds himself capping 
off a “trilogy” of real-life horror via 
Netflix’s “Conversations With a Kill-
er” series, which – after multipart 
documentaries devoted to Ted Bundy 
and John Wayne Gacy – shifts to “The 
Jeffrey Dahmer Tapes.”

The timing of the latest “Conversa-
tions” is hardly a coincidence, coming 
on the heels of “Monster: The Jeffrey 
Dahmer Story.”  That 10-part drama-
tization from producer Ryan Murphy 
and company has been a major view-
ing attraction  according to Netflix, 
while renewing discussion about the 
propriety of the media preoccupation 
with serial killers, and whether the 
sheer volume of attention somehow 
glorifies them.

As  Buzzfeed noted, “Monster” 
hasn’t been well received by some 
relatives of Dahmer’s victims, and the 
seemingly unquenchable appetite for 
true crime has raised concerns about 
the “inevitably reductive discourse 
on social media that romanticizes 
and capitalizes on murder.” (Netflix 
and the producers opted not to make 
“Monster” available to critics in ad-
vance.)

In an interview with CNN, Ber-
linger said he hasn’t watched “Mon-
ster,” in part because he didn’t want to 
field questions about it. But in addition 
to his documentary work he has also 
dabbled in narrative film in this arena, 
directing “Extremely Wicked, Shock-
ingly Evil and Vile,”  a 2019 movie 
that starred Zac Efron as Bundy.

Berlinger bristled at the suggestion 
that any of these productions might 
romanticize serial killers, noting that 
crime has always been a source of 
fascination. “This is a genre that just 

invites criticism for whatever reason,” 
he said, adding, “I was accused of ro-
manticizing Bundy through murder 
porn, which I found very offensive and 
completely untrue.”

The primary difference now is the 
abundance of shelf space to feed the 
appetite for such material, with more 
extended docuseries devoted to such 
topics filling streaming services – 
many of which have sprung up in just 
the last three years – and linear net-
works alike.

“I thought this was an important 
story to tell,” Berlinger said in regard 
to “The Jeffrey Dahmer Tapes,” noting 
that Dahmer – unlike Bundy and Gacy 
– actually exhibited “a modicum of re-
morse” in the unearthed audiotapes.

Both “Monster” and “Conversa-
tions With a Killer” also make an ef-
fort to focus in part on Dahmer’s vic-
tims, with Berlinger noting that his 
productions about Gacy and Dahmer 
“retell these stories through a 2022 
lens,” including how homophobia and 
racial prejudice at the time hampered 
the investigations.

The fresh material in “Conversa-
tions With a Killer” includes record-
ings of Dahmer and his defense team, 

primarily a lawyer named Wendy 
Patrickus, who is among those inter-
viewed – which seems remarkable giv-
en the amount of coverage devoted to 
each of these figures in the past. As for 
lessons the docuseries in their totality 
seek to convey, the producer pointed 
to the fact all three subjects projected 
misleading images of trustworthiness 
in their daily lives.

“We want to pretend that serial 
killers present themselves as evil mon-
sters all the time,” he said, noting that 
those featured were able to gaslight 
and fool even those close to them.

Berlinger also contends that a 
younger generation – his own col-
lege-age children among them – is un-
familiar with the details of these sto-
ries, or the warnings that they harbor 
about the possibility of evil hiding in 
plain view.

“If you walk away from any one of 
my shows, you see these people for the 
horrible human beings that they are,” 
he said. “But it’s a larger attempt to 
understand where they fit in the human 
condition.”

“Conversations With a Killer: The 
Jeffrey Dahmer Tapes” premieres Oc-
tober 7 on Netflix.

Wendy Patrickus and Jeffrey Dahmer in the Netflix docuseries 'Conversations With A 
Killer: The Jeffrey Dahmer Tapes.'

Jeffrey Dahmer’s latest media moment 
continues in ‘Conversations With a Killer’
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By Lisa Respers France
Cory Hardrict is shutting 

down talk that he was un-
faithful to wife Tia Mowry 
in the wake of her announc-
ing their split after 14 years 
of marriage.

The “All American: 
Homecoming” actor re-
sponded after someone 
alleged in a comment  on 
his verified Instagram ac-
count  that he had “cheated 
on her.”

“Lies!,” Hardrict wrote 
in response.

Mowry announced on 
social media Tuesday that 
they were divorcing.

“I wanted to share that 

Cory and I have decided to 
go our separate ways,”  she 
wrote on Instagram,  along-
side of photo of herself and 
Hardrict. “I have always 
been honest with my fans, 
and today is no different. 
These decisions are never 
easy, and not without sad-
ness. We will maintain a 
friendship as we co-parent 
our beautiful children. I am 
grateful for all the happy 
times we had together and 
want to thank my friends, 
family and fans for your love 
and support as we start this 
new chapter moving forward 
in our lives.”

Her twin and “Sister, 

Sister” costar Tamera Mow-
ry-Housley had words of 
support for her during an ap-
pearance on “Today,” saying 
“the Mowrys have her back.”

“I love her dearly,” 
Mowry-Housley said. “She 

is strong but I know right 
now she just kind of just 
wants to … kind of process 
it all, take it all in and be a 
little private about that. As 
a sister, I’m just going to re-
spect that.”

Entertainment

By Hillel Italie
Oprah Winfrey, David Letterman 

and Ellen DeGeneres are among the ce-
lebrity moderators joining former first 
lady Michelle Obama on tour for  her 
upcoming book, “The Light We Carry: 
Overcoming in Uncertain Times.”

Other guests include Conan 
O’Brien, Tracee Ellis Ross, journalists 
Gayle King and Michele Norris, “To-
day” show host Hoda Kotb, poet Eliz-
abeth Alexander and advocate Heather 
McGhee.

“For me, ‘The Light We Carry’ 
book tour will be about starting import-
ant conversations and digging deep-
er into the questions that all of us are 
grappling with as we live through un-
certain times,” Obama said in a state-
ment released Wednesday by her pub-
lisher, Crown, and the tour’s producer, 
Live Nation. “I can’t wait to get back 
on the road and dive into it with such 

a thoughtful, impressive group of mod-
erators.”

On Wednesday, Crown and Live 
Nation also announced that Obama has 
added seven stops to her  monthlong, 
six-city tour,  which begins at Wash-
ington’s Warner Theatre on Nov. 15, 
the book’s publication date. Addition-
al appearances have been scheduled 
in Washington, along with Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Atlanta, Chicago and San 
Francisco.

Some of the moderators, including 
Winfrey and Alexander, spoke with 
Obama when she promoted her  2018 
memoir “Becoming.” 

For the current tour, DeGeneres 
will be on stage for the first two nights, 
in Washington, with Perry scheduled to 
interview her in Atlanta, Letterman in 
Chicago and Winfrey for the last stop, 
in Los Angeles’ YouTube Theater on 
Dec. 13.

Winfrey, Letterman among 
moderators for Michelle Obama tour

Former first lady Michelle Obama speaks 
to the crowd as she presents her antic-
ipated memoir "Becoming" during her 
book tour stop in Washington, on Nov. 
17, 2018. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, 
File)

Cory Hardrict refutes speculation he cheated 
on Tia Mowry as sister Tamera supports her

Cory Hardrict and Tia Mowry in 2020
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By Larry Neumeister and 
Tom Hays

Kevin Spacey’s lawyer 
told a jury Thursday that a 
sexual misconduct allega-
tion that derailed his theatri-
cal career was the product of 
a young actor’s inability to 
tell the difference between 
real life and a scene he 
played on Broadway eight 
times a week.

Jurors in a New York 
courtroom heard opening 
statements in what is ex-
pected to be a two-week trial 
in a lawsuit brought by An-
thony Rapp, the actor who 
in 2017 became the first in a 
string of people to publicly 
accuse the “House of Cards” 
star of inappropriate touch-
ing or sexual advances.

The lawsuit stems from 
an alleged encounter be-
tween the two men in 1986, 
when Rapp was a 14-year-
old getting praise for a role 
in the play “Precious Sons” 
and Spacey, then 26, was 
having his own breakout 
moment on Broadway as the 
co-star of “Long Day’s Jour-
ney Into Night.”

Rapp says the older ac-
tor invited him to a party at 
his Manhattan apartment, 
then tried to seduce him in 
a bedroom after the other 
guests had left.

In interviews and the 
lawsuit, he has said a drunk, 
swaying Spacey swept him 
up in his arms, like a groom 
carrying a bride, then laid 
him on a bed and climbed 

on top of him. Rapp said he 
quickly wriggled away and 
left, then kept quiet about 
what happened for three 
decades as both actors saw 
their careers take off.

In her opening statement 
to the jury, Spacey’s lawyer, 
Jennifer Keller, noted that 
the incident Rapp described 
bore a close resemblance to 
a scene in “Precious Sons.” 
In the scene, an inebriated 
father, played by Ed Har-
ris, mistook his son, played 
by Rapp, for his wife and 
climbed on top of him. In 
another scene, Harris lifted 
Rapp in his arms.

“How did Mr. Rapp 
come up with such an in-
ventive and original story?” 
Keller asked the jury. “Eight 
times each week, actor Ed 
Harris picked up Mr. Rapp 
like a groom picks up a 
bride.”

“What does Mr. Rapp 
claim? Mr. Spacey falls on 
him drunkenly. No kissing. 
No grinding. No touching 

of his genitals. No request to 
touch his genitals. Nothing, 
just like in the play,” she 
said.

Rapp’s lawyer, Peter 
Saghir, said the encounter 
between the actors was real 
and that Spacey tried to 
“gratify his sexual desire” 
by pressing his pelvis into 
Rapp’s hips when they were 
on the bed.

“This was a deliberate 
act,” he said. “This is not 
horseplay.”

When Rapp told his sto-
ry to Buzzfeed  in 2017 as 
the  #MeToo movement  be-
gan to grip Hollywood, he 
addressed the similarity 
with the scene in “Precious 
Sons,” saying that perhaps 
he was initially able to set 
aside the trauma of his en-
counter with Spacey because 
he was “weirdly accustomed 
to the action, because it had 
been happening in the play.”

Spacey  said at the time 
he had no recollection of the 
incident.  “But if I did be-

have then as he describes, I 
owe him the sincerest apol-
ogy for what would have 
been deeply inappropriate 
drunken behavior,” he said.

Since then, though, 
Spacey’s legal team has 
said the accusation is false. 
Rapp never attended the 
party, they said. And even if 
it had happened as Rapp de-
scribed, they have argued, it 
wouldn’t constitute a sexual 
advance.

Rapp wants compen-
sation for mental and emo-
tional suffering, medical ex-
penses and loss of work.

Keller said Spacey was 
looking forward to testify-
ing at the trial.

“He wants justice,” she 
said. “Once you’ve heard 
both sides, you’ll be con-
vinced this alleged assault 
never happened at all.”

The trial comes at a 
fraught time for Spacey, 
now 63.

Three months ago, he 
pleaded not guilty in Lon-
don to charges that he sexu-
ally assaulted three men be-
tween 2004 and 2015 when 
he was the artistic director at 
the Old Vic theater.

A judge in Los Angeles 
this summer approved an ar-
bitrator’s decision  to order 
Spacey to pay $30.9 million 
to the makers of “House of 
Cards” for violating his con-
tract by sexually harassing 
crew members.

Those setbacks followed 

Entertainment
Kevin Spacey faces New York 
jury in sexual assault lawsuit

Actor Kevin Spacey arrives at court for the civil lawsuit trial, 
Thursday, Oct 6, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)

cont’d on pg 13
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some victories for Spacey, 
who has recently been act-
ing in films again.

In 2019, prosecutors in 
Massachusetts dropped in-
decent assault and battery 
charges filed after a man 
said Spacey groped him at a 

Nantucket bar. Spacey said 
he was innocent. His accus-
er also dropped a civil law-
suit.

Spacey won an Acade-
my Award for Best Actor for 
his role in “American Beau-
ty,” a 1999 film in which he 
played a frustrated subur-

ban father who lusts after 
his teenage daughter’s best 
friend.

Rapp, who as a teenag-
er acted in films including 
“Adventures in Babysit-
ting,” was part of the orig-
inal Broadway cast of 
“Rent,” and is now a regular 

on “Star Trek: Discovery” 
on television. He is also ex-
pected to testify at the trial.

Other witnesses will in-
clude a psychologist who 
believes Rapp experiences 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der as a result of the encoun-
ter with Spacey.

Business

Trinidad and Tobago will host the 
inaugural Caribbean Investment Fo-
rum (CIF) in November which is ex-
pected to attract hundreds of business-
es and investors from across the world. 

Billed as the “largest gathering of 
businesses since COVID-19’ in the 
region, CIF 2022 is being hosted by 
the Barbados-based Caribbean Ex-
port Development Agency (Caribbe-
an Export) in collaboration with the 
Trinidad and Tobago government, the 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM), 
the Caribbean Development Bank, the 
Caribbean Association of Investment 
Promotion Agencies and with the sup-
port of the European Union.

The organisers said that the No-
vember 8-11 event is intended to help 
build a “Smarter, Greener Caribbean”.

The CIF 2022 was launched vir-
tually on Tuesday and the Barba-
dos-based Caribbean Export, which is 
the leading regional trade and invest-
ment promotion agency in the African, 
Caribbean, and Pacific (ACP) group, 
said over 400 participants heard de-
tails about the “dynamic agenda for 
the business-focused event which will 
bring together key decision-makers, 
foreign-direct investors, government 
agencies, and entrepreneurs, to engage 
and connect for the benefit of the re-
gion”.

It said the forum will particularly 
highlight four important sectors for 
growth; AgTech, Renewable Ener-

gy, Transportation and Logistics, and 
Digital Business. Its main objectives 
include building regional resilience, 
establishing long-term jobs, and cham-
pioning sustainable development.

Caribbean Export’s executive di-
rector, Deodat Maharaj, speaking at 
the launch of the forum said it is time-
ly and essential because “business and 
investment have an absolutely critical 
role to play in driving transformation” 
in the Caribbean. 

“The last two years have demon-
strated to us more than ever that build-
ing resilience must be the top priority 
of our region. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic placed 
enormous stress on our economies 
and societies…it is crystal clear that 
we need to have a forensic focus on 
sectors that can drive and advance this 
transformation.”

The Trinidad and Tobago-based 
European Union’s Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary, Peter 
Cavendish, said the Caribbean’s at-
tractiveness to investors as a peaceful 

region with well-established democra-
cies and highly talented populations. 

“The Caribbean is composed of vi-
brant nations which are active in all of 
the major economic sectors…and the 
Caribbean nations’ policies are very 
naturally closely aligned with the EU’s 
policies in areas such as the Green 
Deal, digitalization, economic growth 
and resilience, and in defending com-
mon democratic values.

Trinidad and Tobago’s Minister 
of Trade and Industry, Paula Gop-
ee-Scoon, in welcoming the staging 
of CIF 2022, said it is truly a regional 
event.

The speakers will include the Sec-
retary-General of the African Con-
tinental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 
Secretariat, Wamkele Mene, the 
founding managing partner of Celes-
ta Capital, Nicholas Brathwaite, as 
well as the executive director of Invest 
SVG, Annette Mark, and the President 
and Group Chief Executive Officer 
of Massy Holdings, Gervase Warner. 
(CMC)

Trinidad and Tobago to host inaugural 
Caribbean Investment Forum

cont’d from pg 12
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Energy

The Guyana government an-
nounced that it will be seeking expres-
sions of interest (EOI) from the private 
sector for the construction of a small 
modular oil refinery with a capacity of 
30,000 barrels per day to satisfy local 
fuel demand. 

“We are looking at the launch of an 
expression of interest for a 30,000-bar-
rel refinery. This expression of interest 
will be launched soon,” President Dr. 
Irfaan Ali said at the formal unveiling 
of the ISO Standard for the Guyana 
Office for Investment (GO-Invest).

President Ali said his government 
is intent on creating an enabling in-
vestment environment and that the 
GO-Invest is instrumental in this re-
gard.

The government had said pre-
viously it would support a privately 
developed oil refinery in Guyana but 
had been receiving numerous propos-
als for small refineries, including six 
proposals for a refinery in Berbice. 

GO-Invest chief executive officer, Pe-
ter Ramsaroop said the government 
hoped to possibly build the refinery 
near a river in Berbice but with newer 
technologies, it is hoped that such a fa-
cility would minimise emissions.

“I think it is very important for 
Guyana to look at how it can sustain 
itself in the long term and I think the 
refinery is just one more step of us 

looking at our needs in the near fu-
ture,” Ramsaroop told reporters.

Guyana recently ordered the re-
duction of gasoline and diesel prices 
by double-digit percent to ease the 
pass-through of fuel prices on goods 
and services. 

The country is expected to produce 
almost one million barrels of oil per 
day in another three years.

Guyana to seek 
investors for oil refinery

Guyana’s president, Dr. Irfaan Ali
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Regional News

CMC - Prime Minister Dr. Ralph 
Gonsalves is neither denying nor con-
firming that the United States and Ven-
ezuela exchanged detained nationals in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines last Sat-
urday.

International media reported that 
Venezuela freed seven imprisoned 
Americans in exchange for the United 
States releasing two nephews of Pres-
ident Nicolás Maduro’s wife who had 
been jailed for years on narcotics con-
victions. Gonsalves, who is also the 
Minister of National Security and Legal 
Affairs, was asked at a news conference 
on Tuesday whether the exchange took 
place at Argyle International Airport or 
in Canouan, in the Grenadines.

He was also asked to state when the 
island entered the negotiations as the 
exchange points and what qualified St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines as the most 
suitable neutral country for the exchange 
as well as whether it was the first time 
that the island had facilitated such an 
exchange. But Ralph Gonsalves, one of 

the longest serving prime ministers in 
the region, told reporters that the poli-
cy of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, as 
encapsulated in its mantra, is “friends of 
all, we strive for a better world”.

He said that any government which 
thinks that St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines may be “helpful in any matter to 
resolve or facilitate in the resolution of 
any conflict or difficulty” it is “always 
willing to help because we are friends 
of all”. But he said St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines will never say what it is do-
ing or not doing in any of these respects 
“unless it is necessary or desirable to 
do so in all the circumstances and with 
the consent and agreement of anyone 
in which we have been involved in any 
matter regarding peace, good relations 
between states, security, and progress.” 
Given what I have just said, I will nei-
ther confirm nor deny what you particu-
larly asked. I stated the general position 
of the government of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines,” he added.

The Associated Press said that three 

people in Venezuela who were briefed 
on the matter had spoken on the con-
dition of anonymity. The news agency 
said that the Americans included five oil 
executives held for nearly five years and 
that the exchange came after months of 
back-channel diplomacy by senior U.S. 
officials — secretive talks with a major 
oil producer that took on greater urgency 
after sanctions on Russia put pressure on 
global energy prices.

The Royal St. Christo-
pher and Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF) is investigating 
the death of a 3-year-old who 
was mauled to death by a 
Pit Bull mixed breed dog on 
Wednesday.

According to police, the 
child was attacked by the 
dog in Gingerland, Nevis af-
ter he wandered off into the 
backyard of the family home 
where several dogs were tied.

One of the dogs savagely 
attacked the child causing se-
vere injuries to several parts 
of his body.

The child was discovered 

after the attack by a mem-
ber of the family who was at 
home at the time of the attack. 

Other family members 
were also inside the home at 
the time the child was being 
mauled to death.

The toddler was rushed 
to the Alexandra Hospital 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

The half-breed Pit Bull 
was destroyed by police fol-
lowing the attack on Wednes-

day.
The RSCNPF’s Foren-

sics Department collected 
evidence and is now investi-
gating the incident. 

An autopsy conducted 
on the child’s body on Thurs-
day by pathologist Dr. Adri-
an Nunez concluded that the 
child died due to severe inju-
ries to his face and neck as a 
result of the attack.

While Pit Bulls are pop-
ular among some canine en-
thusiasts in St. Kitts and Nev-
is, the breed is listed among 
those prohibited from enter-
ing the country by law.

Toddler mauled to death by Pit Bull in Nevis

PM Ralph Gonsalves not denying or 
confirming US-Venezuela prisoner swap

Prime Minister of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves.
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Regional News

LOOP - The search is 
continuing for a 44-year-old 
woman who is presumed 
dead after she was swept 
away while attempting to 
cross a ravine as heavy rains 
lashed the twin island repub-
lic on Wednesday. 

The Trinidad and Toba-
go Meteorological Service 
(TTMS) said that the Yellow 
Level alert issued as a result 
of the adverse weather would 
remain in place until midday 
on Friday. Police said that 
the woman, Teresa Lynch 
of La Pastora Village, Lopi-
not, located in the foothills 
of the Northern Range, was 
reportedly with her 45-year-

old brother and a third indi-
vidual who were attempting 
to cross a ravine when she 
slipped into the rushing flood 
waters. Her two companions 
attempted to rescue her, but 
they encountered difficulties 
in the rising waters, and were 
unable to reach her. 

The TTMS has warned 
that the adverse weather 
would be accompanied by 
“periods of rain and/or show-
ers of varying intensities…
as an active tropical wave 
traverses westward over our 
area.” It said that there is also 
a 70 percent chance of heavy 
showers and thunderstorms 
that can produce intense rain-

fall in excess of 25mm and 
warned also of gusty winds 
in excess of 55 kilometres 
per hour. “Street/flash flood-
ing and localised ponding are 
also likely in heavy down-
pours and seas can become 
agitated at times in sheltered 
areas. People are cautioned 
to watch for flying hazards 

during gusty winds, while 
landslides/landslips are also 
possible in areas so prone. It 
said Thursday is expected to 
be “cloudy to overcast with 
periods of light to moderate 
showers and rain and a 70 
to 80 percent chance of oc-
casional heavy showers and 
thunderstorms”.

CMC - The Jamaican government is 
to update its laws to combat the preva-
lence of methylenedioxy methamphet-
amine, commonly known as “Molly 
pills”, to help eradicate the problem and 
hold perpetrators accountable.

Prime Minister Andrew Holness 
made the announcement at the Nation-
al Security Council’s (NSC) monthly 
meeting on Thursday, September 29. 
According to a statement by the Office 
of the Prime Minister (OPM) today, 
the National Council on Drug Abuse 
(NCDA) presented to the council on the 
increased use of psychoactive substanc-
es and their deviant effects on young 
people, particularly in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Methylenedioxymethamphetamine 
(MDMA), commonly seen in tablet 
form (ecstasy) and crystal form (molly 
or mandy), is a potent central nervous 
system (CNS) stimulant primarily used 

for recreational purposes. The desired 
effects include altered sensations, in-
creased energy, empathy, and pleasure. 
When taken by mouth, effects begin in 
30 to 45 minutes and last 3 to 6 hours.

Short-term adverse effects include 
grinding of the teeth, blurred vision, 
sweating and a rapid heartbeat, and ex-
tended use can also lead to addiction, 
memory problems, paranoia and diffi-
culty sleeping. 

Deaths have been reported due to in-
creased body temperature and dehydra-

tion. It was noted that a recent situation-
al assessment conducted by the NCDA 
in May revealed a growing trend in the 
use of ‘Molly,’ particularly among youth 
and young adults.

According to the NCDA, the drug’s 
impact has resulted in increased social-
ly risky and physically dangerous be-
haviour. The OPM said that Holness 
directed that the laws surrounding these 
psychoactive substances be amended 
to combat the harm they pose and hold 
the producers and traffickers of the sub-
stances accountable.

According to the OPM, the security 
council was also advised that, in addi-
tion to the risks linked to the psychoac-
tive substance, the vast majority of drugs 
distributed on the market to unsuspect-
ing users contain other harmful and toxic 
synthetic substances, which are known 
to have negative long-term effects on the 
human body.

Jamaica to enact legislation against Molly pills

Woman swept away as heavy 
rains lash Trinidad and Tobago
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Reuters - A former policeman 
killed 38 people, including 22 chil-
dren, in a knife and gun rampage at a 
daycare centre in Thailand on Thurs-
day, later shooting dead his wife and 
child at their home before turning his 
weapon on himself, police said.

The children at the daycare cen-
tre in Uthai Sawan, a town 500 km 
(310 miles) northeast of Bangkok, 
were mostly stabbed to death, they 
said. Police identified the attacker as a 
former member of the force who was 
dismissed from his post last year over 
drug allegations and he was facing trial 
on a drugs charge. The man had been 
in court earlier in the day and had then 
gone to the daycare centre to collect 
his child, police spokesperson Paisal 
Luesoboon told broadcaster ThaiPBS.

When he did not find his child 
there, he began the killing spree, Pais-
al said. "He started shooting, slashing, 
killing children at the Utai Sawan day-
care centre," Paisal said. Videos post-
ed on social media showed sheets cov-
ering what appeared to be the bodies 
of children lying in pools of blood in 
the garden of the daycare centre. Re-
uters could not immediately authenti-
cate the footage.

About 30 children were at the fa-
cility when the attacker arrived, few-
er than usual, as heavy rain had kept 
many people away, district official 
Jidapa Boonsom, who was working in 
a nearby office at the time. “The shoot-
er came in around lunch time and shot 
four or five officials at the childcare 
centre first," Jidapa told Reuters.

At first people thought the shots 
were fireworks, she said.

"It's really shocking. We were 
very scared and running to hide once 
we knew it was shooting. So many 
children got killed, I've never seen 

anything like it."The attacker forced 
his way into a locked room where the 
children were sleeping, Jidapa said. 
She said she thought he killed children 
there with a knife, adding that a teach-
er who was eight months pregnant was 
also stabbed to death.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
Ocha, in a statement on Facebook, 
called the shooting a "shocking inci-
dent".

"I have ordered the police chief to 
travel to the scene immediately to take 
necessary actions and all involved par-
ties to provide immediate relief to all 
affected people," he said in the state-
ment. Deputy Prime Minister Praw-
it Wongsuwan will travel to Uthai 
Sawan to visit the scene on Thursday, 
his office said. By afternoon, officials 
stood guarding the front entrance to 
the daycare centre, a pink, one-story 
building surrounded by a lawn and 
small palm trees. In a gazebo near-
by, anxious-looking people gathered, 

waiting mostly in silence for news. 
One woman could be heard weeping.

"He (attacker) was already stressed 
and when he couldn't find his child he 
got more stressed and started shoot-
ing," police spokesperson Paisal told 
broadcaster ThaiPBS, adding that the 
man had then driven home and killed 
his wife and child there before taking 
his own life. Gun laws are strict in 
Thailand, where possession of an ille-
gal firearm carries a prison sentence of 
up to 10 years. But ownership is high 
compared with some other countries in 
Southeast Asia. Illegal weapons, many 
brought in from strife-torn neighbour-
ing countries, are common.

Police said, however, that the gun 
used in the shooting had been obtained 
legally.

Mass shootings in Thailand remain 
rare, although in 2020, a soldier angry 
over a property deal gone sour killed 
at least 29 people and wounded 57 in 
a rampage that spanned four locations.

Thailand attack: Ex-cop kills 
22 children at daycare centre

People gather outside of a daycare centre's scene of a mass shooting in the town of 
Uthai Sawan, 500 km (310 miles) northeast of Bangkok in the province of Nong Bua 
Lamphu, Thailand October 6, 2022. Sakdipat Boonsom/Handout via REUTERS.
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

AP - North Korea flew 
12 warplanes near its border 
with South Korea on Thurs-
day, prompting the South to 
scramble 30 military aircraft 
in response, Seoul officials 
said. The highly unusual in-
cident came hours after North 
Korea fired two ballistic mis-
siles into the sea in its sixth 
round of missile tests in less 
than two weeks. Eight North 
Korean fighter jets and four 
bombers flew in formation 
and were believed to have 
conducted air-to-surface fir-
ing drills, South Korea’s mil-
itary said. The military said 
South Korea responded by 
scrambling 30 fighter jets and 
other warplanes, though they 
didn’t engage in any clash 
with the North Korean air-
craft.

The North Korean planes 
were probably dozens of kilo-
metres away from the border, 
South Korean media said. 
North Korea has previous-
ly sent military aircraft near 
the border, but Yonhap news 
agency said this is likely the 
first time it has mobilised so 
many warplanes for such a 
provocative flight and fir-
ing exercises. Tensions have 
risen sharply on the Korean 
Peninsula as North Korea’s 
recent barrage of missile 
tests prompted South Korea, 
the United States and Japan 
to conduct joint drills in re-
sponse.

Earlier Thursday, North 
Korea launched two short-
range ballistic missiles to-

ward its eastern waters. The 
launches came after the 
United States redeployed an 
aircraft carrier near the Ko-
rean Peninsula in response 
to North Korea’s launch of a 
nuclear-capable missile over 
Japan earlier this week.

North Korea has conduct-
ed a record number of missile 
tests this year. South Korean 
officials said the North may 
further raise tensions by test-
ing an intercontinental bal-
listic missile or conducting 
its first nuclear test explo-
sion since 2017, following 
an old pattern of heightening 
animosities before trying to 
wrest outside concessions.

Some experts say North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
is determined to expand his 
nuclear arsenal in defiance 
of international sanctions. 
They say North Korea’s goal 
is to eventually win recogni-
tion as a legitimate nuclear 

state from the United States 
and the lifting of sanctions, 
though Washington and its 
allies have shown no sign of 
doing so.

The latest missiles were 
launched 22 minutes apart 
from North Korea’s capital 
region and landed between 
the Korean Peninsula and 
Japan, South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said in a state-
ment. The first missile flew 
350 kilometres (217 miles) 
and reached a maximum al-
titude of 80 kilometres (50 
miles) and the second flew 
800 kilometres (497 miles) 
with an apogee of 60 kilome-
tres (37 miles).

Japanese Defense Min-
ister Yasukazu Hamada said 
the second missile was pos-
sibly launched on an “irreg-
ular” trajectory. It is a term 
that has been used to describe 
the flight characteristics of a 
North Korean weapon mod-

elled after Russia’s Iskandar 
missile, which travels at low 
altitudes and is designed to be 
manoeuvrable in flight to im-
prove its chances of evading 
missile defences.

U.S, South Korean and 
Japanese destroyers launched 
joint drills later Thursday off 
the Korean Peninsula’s east 
coast to hone their abilities 
to search, track and intercept 
North Korean ballistic mis-
siles, South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said.

The U.S. destroyer is part 
of the strike group led by 
the nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier USS Ronald Reagan, 
which returned to the wa-
ters in what South Korea’s 
military called an attempt to 
demonstrate the allies’ “firm 
will” to counter North’s 
continued provocations and 
threats. The strike group was 
in the area last week as part of 
previous drills between South 
Korea and the United States, 
and the allies’ other training 
involving Japan. North Ko-
rea considers such U.S.-led 
drills near the peninsula as an 
invasion rehearsal and views 
training involving a U.S. car-
rier more provocative.

South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol and Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da spoke by phone Thurs-
day and agreed that North 
Korea’s recent missile tests 
are “a serious, grave provo-
cation” that threatens inter-
national peace, according to 
Yoon’s office. Kishida said 

N. Korea flies warplanes near 
S. Korea after missile launches

In this image taken from video, South Korean Air Force's F15K 
fighter jets prepare to take off Tuesday, Oct. 4, 2022, in an un-
disclosed location in South Korea. South Korea says North Ko-
rea flew 12 warplanes near their mutual border on Thursday, 
Oct. 6, 2022, prompting South Korea to scramble 30 military 
planes in response. (South Korean Defence Ministry via AP)

cont’d on pg 20
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the two reaffirmed the importance of the 
deterrence capability of the Japan-U.S. 
and South Korean-U.S. alliances, as 
well as security cooperation among 
the three countries. Moon Hong Sik, a 
South Korean Defense Ministry spokes-
person, said North Korea’s accelerating 
tests also reflect an urgency to meet Kim 
Jong Un’s arms development goals. Kim 
last year described an extensive wish list 
of advanced nuclear weapons systems, 
including more powerful ICBMs, multi-
warhead missiles, underwater-launched 

nuclear missiles and tactical nuclear 
arms.

On Tuesday, North Korea staged 
its most provocative weapons demon-
stration since 2017, firing an interme-
diate-range missile over Japan, forcing 
the Japanese government to issue evac-
uation alerts and halt trains. Experts said 
the weapon was likely a Hwasong-12 
missile capable of reaching the U.S. 
Pacific territory of Guam and beyond. 
Other weapons tested in recent days in-
cluded Iskandar-like missiles and other 
ballistic weapons designed to strike key 

targets in South Korea, including U.S. 
military bases there.

North Korea’s Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement Thursday that the rede-
ployment of the Reagan strike group 
poses “a serious threat to the stability 
of the situation on the Korean peninsu-
la and in its vicinity.” The ministry said 
it strongly condemns U.S.-led efforts 
at the U.N. Security Council to tighten 
sanctions on the North over its recent 
missile testing, which it described as a 
“just counteraction” to joint U.S.-South 
Korean drills.

AP - Gambia has 
launched an urgent door-
to-door campaign to re-
move cough and cold syr-
ups blamed for the deaths of 
more than 60 children from 
kidney injury in the tiny West 
African country. Speaking 
to The Associated Press, the 
Director of Health Dr. Mus-
tapha Bittaye confirmed the 
wave of child deaths from 
acute kidney injury, sending 
shockwaves across the coun-
try of 2.4 million people and 
around the world.

The U.N.’s World Health 
Organization has issued 
an alarm in response to the 
deaths, saying it had been 
working with Gambia’s gov-
ernment to investigate the 
cause of the cases and deaths 
since August. “WHO has is-
sued a medical product alert 
for four contaminated medi-
cines identified in The Gam-
bia that have been potentially 
linked to acute kidney in-
juries and 66 deaths among 
children,” WHO Direc-

tor-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said Wednes-
day. “The loss of young lives 
is beyond heartbreaking for 
their families.” The four 
medicines are cough and cold 
syrups produced by Maiden 
Pharmaceuticals Limited in 
India, WHO said. While the 
contaminated products have 
so far only been detected in 
Gambia, they may have been 
distributed to other countries, 
WHO said. The U.N. health 
agency said it is pursuing in-
vestigations with the compa-
ny and regulatory authorities 
in India.

“WHO recommends all 
countries detect and remove 
these products from circula-
tion to prevent further harm 
to patients,” it said. Team-
ing up with the Gambia Red 
Cross Society, the Ministry 
of Health has dispatched 
hundreds of young people 
to collect the suspect syrups 
through a house-to-house 
campaign.

Gambia’s Medical Re-

search Council has also is-
sued an alarm. “Over the last 
week, we admitted a child 
with this condition (acute 
kidney injury) ... and she has 
unfortunately died. We were 
able to confirm that she had 
taken one of the drugs that 
is suspected to be causing 
this, prior to her arrival at 
our clinic. It had been bought 
at a pharmacy within The 
Gambia,” the council said in 
a statement. “The drug has 
been identified as containing 
a significant amount of a tox-
in which damages kidneys ir-
reversibly.”

In India, the federal reg-

ulator and the state regulator 
of northern Haryana state are 
conducting an inquiry into 
the contaminated medicines.  
Of the 23 samples tested, 
four had so far been found to 
be contaminated and India is 
waiting for the analysis to be 
shared with it, said an Indian 
health official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity since 
they were not authorised to 
speak to the media. Phone 
calls to the headquarters of 
Maiden Pharmaceuticals 
went unanswered. Neither In-
dia’s health ministry nor the 
federal regulator responded 
to queries from the AP.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

cont’d from pg 19

Gambia urgently recalls syrups 
blamed for 66 child deaths

Gambia’s Medical Research Council has also issued an alarm. 
Tom Le Goff / Getty Images file.
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AP - The Official World 
Golf Ranking won’t be 
awarding points to LIV 
Golf events this year, de-
nying the MENA Tour’s 
request to immediately add 
the Saudi-funded series to 
its schedule.

The OWGR said in a 
statement Thursday the 
MENA Tour did not give it 
sufficient notice and there 
would not be time to finish 
the review ahead of the LIV 
Golf Invitational in Bang-
kok that starts Friday or the 
event in Saudi Arabia next 
week. 

In a move that indi-
cates how quickly LIV Golf 
wants world ranking points 
for its 48-man fields, it cre-
ated an alliance with the 
little-known MENA Tour, 
which hasn’t run a tour-
nament of its own since 
March 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The MENA Tour stands 
for Middle East and North 
Africa and is a developmen-
tal tour that has been getting 
the bare minimum of world 
ranking points since 2016. 

It has 54-hole events 
with a 36-hole cut, offering 
a $75,000 purse. LIV Golf 
events have a $20 million 
purse for 54-hole events 
with no cut.

The MENA Tour now 
is aligned with the Asian 
Development Tour, a step 
below the Asian Tour. LIV 
Golf already has invested 
$300 million in the Asian 

Tour, creating an “Interna-
tional Series” that began 
this year.

The OWGR said it now 
is reviewing “significant 
changes” to the MENA 
Tour’s membership struc-
ture and schedule.

The MENA Tour not 
only submitted LIV Golf’s 
next two tournaments as 
part of its schedule, it said 
all LIV Golf players — 
such as Phil Mickelson, 
Dustin Johnson and Brooks 
Koepka — have joined the 
MENA Tour. 

The OWGR said it 
would wait until the re-
view is complete before 
deciding whether to award 
points to the MENA Tour’s 
new “Limited Field Tourna-
ments.” 

It said the MENA de-
fined that as “any MENA 
Tour-approved event” of 
fewer than 80 players.

Meanwhile, the OWGR 

said regular MENA Tour 
events will still get points. 

That won’t be the case for 
LIV Golf this year. After 
the events in Bangkok and 
Saudi Arabia, the last tour-
nament is only for teams. 
Bryson DeChambeau and 
Harold Varner III are among 
those that appear certain 
to fall out of the top 50 by 
the end of the year, mean-
ing they likely would have 
no path to play in the Mas-
ters and would have to go 
through qualifying for two 
other majors. 

None of the majors has 
yet to say whether LIV Golf 
has caused them to change 
their criteria for next year.

LIV Golf CEO Greg Norman, left, stands with the 4 Aces GC 
team, from left, Talor Gooch, Captain Dustin Johnson, Patrick 
Reed and Pat Perez, after winning the team's fourth straight 
tournament at the LIV Golf Invitational-Chicago tournament Sun-
day, Sept. 18, 2022, in Sugar Hill, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex 
Arbogast)

World ranking rejects last-
minute LIV Golf bid for points
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CWI - In an enthralling 
first encounter, West Indies 
and Australia went toe to toe 
as the T20I series got off to 
a thrilling start on Wednes-
day night at the Metricon 
Stadium in the Gold Coast.  
A determined West Indies 
matched every play against 
the T20 world champions 
but missed opportunities in 
the outfield in the last over 
led to a three-wicket defeat.

The contest was in the 
balance throughout and 
came down to the final ball. 
With Australia starting the 
final over requiring 11 runs, 
in pursuit of 146 for victory, 
but two fielding errors al-
lowed the home team to win 
with a ball to spare. Sent 
in, West Indies made 145-9 
from 20 overs, on a lively 
surface as the left-handed 
Kyle Mayers top-scored 
with 39 off 36 balls. Mayers 
hit five fours and a six – a 
sensational back foot drive 
which sailed over the ex-
tra-cover boundary and into 
the top deck of the grand 

stand.
Odean Smith arrived in 

the lower order and hit 27 
off 17 balls with three fours 
and a six which helped the 
visitors to manufacture 48 
runs from the last five overs. 
Fast bowlers Alzarri Joseph 
(2-17) and Sheldon Cottrell 
(2-49) accounted for early 
wickets in Australia’s reply, 
as the home side slumped to 
21-2 at the end of the second 

over. Leg-spinner Yannic 
Cariah, on debut, demon-
strated great control and got 
the crucial wicket of Glenn 
Maxwell to a skier at extra 
cover. He produced a spell 
of 4-0-15-1 – which includ-
ed 13 dot balls.

Man-of-the-Match Aar-
on Finch had earlier laid the 
platform for the successful 
chase with a critical 58 from 
53 balls, in a 69-run, sixth 

wicket partnership with 
Matthew Wade, who fin-
ished unbeaten on 39 from 
29 balls.

The two teams will now 
make a short journey to Bris-
bane for the second and final 
match of this shot series. 
They will meet at the his-
toric Gabba on Friday night. 
First ball is 6:10pm local 
time (4:10am Eastern Carib-
bean/3:10am Jamaica).

Anjo Wholesale maintained the 
second best record in the competi-
tion by beating Health First Phar-
macy Fearless Crew 85-56 in the 
Antigua and Barbuda Basketball 
Association’s (ABBA) Business 
League at the JSC Sports Complex 
on Wednesday night.

Playing in the feature game of 
Wednesday evening’s triple header, 

Humroy Wright shot a game high 
37 points to lead Anjo Wholesale to 
their seventh win in eight encounters.

Steven Matthew contributed 18 
points and Iornie Joseph chipped in 
with 11 for the victors.

Daysher Samuel had 15 points, 
while Javier Tony and Aiden Jo-
seph each contributed 10 points for 
Fearless Crew who slumped to their 

eighth defeat in 10 outings.
Sir Lester Bird Medical Cen-

tre notched up their fifth win in 10 
outings by recording a 55-41 victo-
ry against the Board of Education in 
Wednesday’s opening encounter.

Baldwin Anthony Jr. top scored 
with 21 points and veteran point 
guard Nigel Joseph chipped in with 

Anjo Wholesale maintain second 
best record in Business League

cont’d on pg 21

Joseph and Cariah make impact as 
first match goes down to the wire
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AP - The owner of a sports mem-
orabilia auction house says he has of-
fered $2 million to the fan who caught 
Aaron Judge’s American League-re-
cord 62nd home run. 

JP Cohen, president of Memory 
Lane Inc. in Tustin, California, told 
The Associated Press on Wednesday 
that he has texted and emailed Cory 
Youmans, the man who caught Judge’s 
milestone shot Tuesday night at Globe 
Life Field in Arlington, Texas. Cohen 
says Youmans has not yet replied. “I 
feel the offer is way above fair, if he 
is inclined to sell it,” Cohen said in 
a telephone interview with the AP on 
Wednesday. Youmans grabbed the his-
toric souvenir on the fly as it sailed 
into the front row of section 31 in left 
field. The homer pushed Judge past 
Roger Maris for the AL season record 
— a mark many consider baseball’s 
“clean” standard because the only Na-
tional League players who hit more 
have been tarnished by ties to steroids.

Youmans, who is from Dallas, 
works in the financial world. He was 
asked Tuesday what he planned to do 
with the prize while security personnel 
whisked him away to have it authenti-
cated.

“Good question. I haven’t thought 

about it,” he said. The record price for 
a home run ball is $3 million, paid for 
Mark McGwire’s record 70th from the 
1998 season.

Cohen had previously pledged to 
offer $2 million for Judge’s 62nd ho-
mer. He said his company has a good 
relationship with the Yankees and it 
would be willing to loan the ball to the 
team for an exhibit. He added the team 
has frequently exhibited items owned 
by Memory Lane at Yankee Stadium. 
“We did make an offer of $2 million 

and that offer is still valid,” Cohen 
said.

After the Yankees lost 3-2, Judge 
said he didn’t have possession of the 
home run ball. “I don’t know where 
it’s at,” he said. “We’ll see what hap-
pens with that. It would be great to get 
it back, but that’s a souvenir for a fan. 
He made a great catch out there, and 
they’ve got every right to it.” Youmans 
was among the crowd of 38,832, the 
largest to watch a baseball game at the 
3-year-old ballpark.

Fan who caught Aaron Judge’s 
62nd HR offered $2M for ball

Fans reach for a foul ball by New York Yankees' Aaron Judge during the second in-
ning in the second baseball game of a doubleheader against the Texas Rangers in 
Arlington, Texas, Tuesday, Oct. 4, 2022. (AP Photo/LM Otero)

15 points for Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre.

Bruce Whyte sank 16 
points and Raymond Dick-
enson converted 12 points 
for the Board of Education 
who suffered their fourth 
loss in eight encounters.

Vendors recorded their 
fifth win in nine games by 
snatching a hard-fought 60-
55 victory against Sledge 

O’Ballers in Wednesday’s 
second encounter.

Azandi Thomas sank 
17 points and Adrian Carn-
egie produced 15 points for 
the Vendors, while Percy 
Adams scored 13 points, 
Adissa “Ras I” Harris 
had 12 points and Stead-
roy Graham converted 11 
points for Sledge O’Bal-
lers, who slipped to their 
fifth loss in eight outings.

No games are slat-
ed to be played today but 
the Business Basketball 
League will resume with 
a triple header at the JSC 
Sports Complex tomorrow 
(Saturday).

Sledge O’Ballers will 
face Sandals Antigua at 
6:30 pm, Fitzroy Rewind-
ing will challenge Anjo 
Wholesale at 7:30 pm and 
the Antigua and Barbu-

da Transport Board will 
clash with Graphic Impact 
Shooters at 8:30 pm.

In Sunday’s triple 
header at the same venue, 
Graphic Impact Shooter 
will meet the Vendors at 
6:30 pm, Mill Reef will 
clash with Health First 
Pharmacy Fearless Crew at 
7:30 pm and the Board of 
Education will oppose Gal-
ley Bay at 8:30 pm.

cont’d from pg 22
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BBC - Nepal spinner Sandeep 
Lamichhane was arrested on Thurs-
day almost a month after a court is-
sued a warrant over the alleged rape 
of a 17-year-old girl. Lamichhane, 22, 
was taken into custody after landing at 
Kathmandu airport in Nepal, local po-
lice told Reuters. 

He said on Facebook he was re-
turning to cooperate with the inves-
tigation and has denied any wrong-
doing. Lamichhane is Nepal's most 
high-profile cricketer, having played 
in Australia's Big Bash and the Indian 
Premier League. He was suspended as 
Nepal captain last month following the 
rape accusations.

The warrant was issued by a Nep-
alese court on 8 September while La-
michhane was at the Caribbean Pre-
mier League (CPL). A day later he 

tweeted to say he was leaving the CPL 
and would return to Nepal.

On 25 September, he issued a fur-
ther statement having not returned, 
and after this Nepalese police said 
they had sought help from Interpol 
with a "diffusion" notice asking mem-
ber countries for their co-operation 
in bringing Lamichhane back to the 
country to face charges.

"News of the arrest warrant issued 
against me made me mentally dis-
turbed. I could not think what to do 
and what not to do," Lamichhane said. 

"My health condition is gradually 
improving and I am planning to return 
to Nepal as soon as possible to vehe-
mently fight back [against the allega-
tions]." 

He arrived in Kathmandu on a 
flight from Doha on Thursday.

The 2022 Antigua and 
Barbuda Amateur Volley-
ball Association’s (ABAVA) 
Business League will com-
mence with an opening cer-
emony and Ballorama at the 
indoor facility at the YMCA 
Sports Complex tomorrow 
(Saturday).

The event will com-
mence at 6:30 pm with a 
brief opening ceremony, 
which will be shortly fol-
lowed by the Ballorama, 
which will be conducted on 
a knockout format.

One of the coordinators 
of the ABAVA Business Vol-
leyball League, Emroy Lee, 
said tomorrow’s Ballorama 

is geared towards providing 
the participating teams with 
a warm-up competition pri-
or to the start of the league 
championship during the 
middle of next week.

“Pretty much everything 
is ready. We will have a little 
pre-season warm-up in the 
form of a Ballorama. It’s just 
a mini tournament just to get 
the teams ready to play in 
the league,” Lee said.

“It will be a simple 
knockout tournament. Each 
game will last for a duration 
of 10 minutes utilizing a run-
ning clock and the team with 
the most points at the end of 
the time will be declared the 

winner.”
Fourteen teams will be 

participating in this year’s 
Business Volleyball League, 
including the 2019 champi-
ons APUA Inet, which won 
the title in 2019, the last time 
the competition was held 
due to the Covid-19 Pan-
demic in 2020 and 2021. 

Also contesting this 
year’s event are the Eastern 
Caribbean Amalgamated 
Bank (ECAB), Friends & 
Family of Island Academy 
(FFIA), the Department of 
Treasury, the Inland Reve-
nue Department, 77 Bus and 
Media.

The rest of the partici-

pants are Police, Sandals, 
MEDSO, which is a collab-
orative team from the Med-
ical Benefit Scheme and 
Social Security, Zammine, 
Antigua and Barbuda Inter-
national Institute of Tech-
nology (ABIIT), Icons and 
Nate’s.

The league will serve-
off with the opening dou-
ble-header at the indoor vol-
leyball facility at the YMCA 
on Wednesday, 12th Octo-
ber. 

Zammine will tackle 
Icons in the opening encoun-
ter at 6:30 pm and MEDSO 
will clash with Nate’s at 
7:30 pm.

Business Volleyball League 
to serve off with Ballorama

Nepal spinner Sandeep Lamichhane 
arrested after rape accusations

Lamichhane has played 74 times for Ne-
pal in Twenty20 and one-day internation-
al cricket. He has played for both the St. 
Kitts Nevis Patriots and Jamaica Talla-
wahs in the Hero CPL franchise. 
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The Antigua and Bar-
buda National Domino 
Association (ABNDA)will 
commence its 2022 season 
with an opening ceremony 
and a Pullorama competi-
tion tomorrow (Saturday).

The event will be held 
at the ABNDA’s head-
quarters at the old Ottos 
School, just opposite the 
Weslyan Holiness Church, 
Ottos at 7:30 pm.

Public Relations Offi-
cer of the ABNDA, Carol 
Faye Bynoe said, “We are 
happy to announce that on 
Saturday will be the open-
ing of the national domino 
season for 2022. On Sat-
urday, we will be hosting 
our opening ceremony 
and then we will have a 
pullorama.

“Then on Thursday, 
13th October, we will start 
our first competition for 
the season.”

President of the ABN-
DA, Sheldon Gomes said 
all 10 affiliated clubs will 
be taking part in this sea-
son’s competitions. 

He said registration is 
ongoing and other inter-
ested teams will have until 
Wednesday, 12th October, 
to register for this season’s 
tournaments.

“The registration of 
the teams must be done by 
Wednesday, 12th October, 
so that we can have every-
thing in place to start our 
competitions the following 

day,” Gomes said. 
“We have 10 affiliated 

clubs, but when it comes 
to the three-hand compe-
tition, we will have about 
18 to 20 teams competing. 
We will be staging eight 
different competitions, in-
cluding four-hand, three-
hand, classics and king and 
queen dominoes.

“Every week we will 
have a tournament leading 
up to the end of the year,” 
Gomes said.

Bynoe said tomorrow’s 
pullorama, which is open 
to the general public, will 
be used as a fund-raiser for 
the National Domino As-
sociation.

“The pullorama is not 
restricted to the domino 
players who are registered 
with the association. It’s a 
fundraiser but it is also a 
fun thing,” Bynoe said.

“Anyone can pay about 
10 dollars to enter and 
there are prizes to be won. 
It is a three-hand competi-
tion and each person will 
play for points and at the 
end, the person with the 
most points will be de-
clared the winner.”

Antigua and Barbuda 
is the current world domi-
no champions, having won 
back to titles in the bien-
nial competitions in 2016 
and 2018. 

Antigua and Barbu-
da was slated to host the 
World Domino Tourna-

ment in 2020, but due the 
Covid-19 Pandemic, the 
tournament was postponed 
until next year.

Gomes said Antigua 
and Barbuda is making 
plans to compete in the 
next World Domino Tour-
nament, which will be 
hosted in Guyana in 2023.

 “The Antigua and Bar-
buda National Domino 
Association is the current 
two-peat world champi-
ons. 

“We won back to back 
tournaments in 2016 and 
2018. We were hoping to 

do a three-peat in 2020, 
but the pandemic came in 
and we had to put back ev-
erything,” Gomes said.

“But next year is when 
we are going to have the 
next world tournament and 
so we are planning to prac-
tice and make all the nec-
essary preparations so we 
can three-peat in 2023.”

Bynoe added, “Even 
though we are starting our 
season late, we will still 
have about nine months to 
prepare for the world tour-
nament in Guyana in Au-
gust next year.”

President of the Antigua and Barbuda National Domino Associ-
ation, Sheldon Gomes. (Photo courtesy Sheldon Gomes)

2022 National Domino 
Season opens this weekend
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Princess Margaret School (PMS) 
will be facing the Antigua Girls’ High 
School in this year’s Ministry of Sports 
Secondary Schools’ Knockout Football 
final.

Goals by three national Under-15 
players, Gabrielle De Suza, K’neice 
Browne and Ajahna Martin propelled 
Princess Margaret to an emphatic 8-0 
drubbing of Ottos Comprehensive 
School in their semi-final at the PMS 
playing field on Wednesday, 5th Octo-
ber.

De Suza scored four goals, while 
both Browne and Martin each scored 
twice for PMS.

Antigua Girls’ High School, who 
defeated Clare Hall Secondary 2-0 on 
penalties after their quarter-final match 
finished deadlocked at 0-0 at the end of 
regulation on Friday, 30th September, 
received a bye into the final when the 
draw was conducted.

However, the date, time and venue 
for the secondary school girls’ knockout 
final between AGHS and PMS is yet to 
be decided by the organizers.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Sports 
has made a decision to disqualify the 
Antigua and Barbuda Institute of Con-
tinuing Education (ABICE) from the 
school boys’ division knockout football 
final.

ABICE had received a bye into the 
final after defeating Irene B. Williams 
Secondary 8-7 on penalties after both 
teams were tied 2-2 at the end of regu-
lation in their quarter-final match at the 
Police Recreation Grounds on 4th Octo-
ber.

According to a media release from 
the Ministry of Sports, “The Irene B. 
Williams School has protested the 
quarter-final match played on Tuesday, 
4th October, 2022, vs ABICE on the 
grounds of ineligibility of a player, Dil-
lon Martin.

The Ministry has investigated the 

matter and found Dillon Martin, who 
played as a substitute in the match, 
was born on October 22nd, 2002. AB-
ICE would have breached rule (2) of 
the 2022 School Football Rules which 
states; Eligibility, U-20 Boys - Born on 
or after 1st January, 2003. Should not be 
20yrs in 2022.

“Hence, ABICE has forfeited the 
match to Irene B. Williams who now 
becomes the new school boys’ knockout 
finalist.”

Antigua Grammar School (AGS) 
and Ottos Comprehensive School (OCS) 
will meet in the semi-final to decide the 
other boys’ knockout finalists. 

Both teams recorded wins in their re-
spective quarter-final matches on Tues-
day, 4th October, to set up their semi-fi-
nal clash, which will be played on a date 
and at a venue yet to be decided by the 

organizers.
Antigua Grammar defeated All 

Saints Secondary 2-0 at PMS, while 
Ottos Comprehensive School beat St. 
Mary’s Secondary School 4-0 at King 
George V playing field in Grays Farm 
on Tuesday.

The 2022 Secondary Schools’ 
League competition will continue in the 
Under-20 Boys’ Division today (Friday) 
with the opening round of matches in the 
West Zone at 3 pm.

Antigua Grammar School will tack-
le Jennings Secondary at the Golden 
Grove playing field, defending cham-
pions Ottos Comprehensive will meet 
Antigua State College at King George V 
in Grays Farm and St. Mary’s Second-
ary School will face Princess Margaret 
School at the Princess Margaret School 
playing field.

Sports News
PMS to meet AGHS in school girls’ knockout final 
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Antiguan and Leeward 
Islands all-rounder Rah-
keem Cornwall, who plays 
for the West Indies in inter-
national cricket, has scored 
an unbeaten double century 
in T20 cricket.

Playing for Atlanta Fire 
in the Atlanta Open T20 
League, Cornwall amassed 
205 not out off 77 balls, 
striking 22 sixes and 17 
fours, against the bowling 
attack of Square Drive on 
Wednesday, 5th October.

The 6 feet 6-inches tall 
Antiguan cricketer com-
pleted his double hundred 
by hitting a six off the last 
ball of the Atlanta Fire’s in-
nings of 326 for one in 20 
overs. 

Sami Aslam struck 53 
not out off 29 balls with 
seven fours and three sixes 
and opener Steven Taylor 
also made 53 off 18 balls 
with five fours and five six-
es.

In reply, Square Drive 
were restricted to 154 for 
eight in their 20 overs, los-
ing by 172 runs. Yashwant 
Balaji top scored with 38 
off 22 balls and Varun Sai 
Mantha made 36 off 22 
balls.

Justin Dill grabbed four 
for 14 and Amila Aponsu 
picked up two for 42.

Cornwall recently 
claimed that he is a 360-de-
gree player and likes to go 
after the bowlers.

In 66 T20 matches, he 
has scored 1,146 runs at a 
strike rate of 147.49.

However, it was not 
the first time that a batter 

scored a double ton in T20 
cricket. Delhi’s Subodh 
Bhati became the first play-
er to score a double century 
in a club T20 game. 

He scored 205 not out 
in 79 balls, hitting 17 sixes 
and 17 fours. 

In 2013, former West 

Indies batsman Chris Gayle 
scored 175 not out for Roy-
al Challenger Bangalore in 
the Indian Premier League. 

The highest T20 Inter-
national score is by Austra-
lian Aaron Finch, who hit 
172 against Zimbabwe in 
the 2018 tri-series.

Antiguan and Leeward Islands all-rounder Rahkeem Cornwall, who plays for the West Indies in 
international cricket, scored an unbeaten double century for Atlanta Fire in the Atlanta Open T20 
League on Wednesday, 5th October, 2022. (Reuters)

Cornwall slams double century 
in Atlanta Open T20 League


