
WEDNESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2022   |   VOLUME 3 ISSUE 185 |    WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

MOVING FORWARD 
WITH UNITY, STRENGTH 

AND STABILITY
Story on Page 2



PAGE 2

WEDNESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2022

Local News

The details of the programme of 
events, logo and theme for the 41st 
anniversary of Antigua and Barbu-
da’s political independence have 
been made public.

The Ministry of Creative Indus-
tries and Innovation (MCII) said the 
events to commemorate Indepen-
dence this year will run from 22nd 
October to 1st November. 

The theme for this year’s cele-
bration is “Moving Forward with 
Unity, Strength and Stability”. 

The MCII said in a statement is-
sued overnight that the theme and 
logo were the result of the collab-
orative and creative efforts of the 
ministry’s staff.

This year’s Independence events 
will involve activities on both of the 
nation’s islands. 

The celebrations will begin on 
22nd October, with Barbuda Day on 
the sister island and the Festival of 
Choirs on Antigua.

The activities culminate on 1st 

November with the Independence 
Parade, Food Fair and National 
Awards Ceremony.

Other activities of note include 
the national Youth Rally, the Na-
tional Steelband Competition, Na-
tional Dress and Flag Day, National 
Heroes Day, and the Thanksgiving 
Service.

MCII has extended an invitation 
to all members of the public to par-
ticipate in the country’s 41st Anni-
versary of Independence activities.

Logo and theme for 
Independence 2022 released
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Tourism Minister 
Charles Fernandez has un-
derscored the importance 
of the tourism industry 
withstanding the many 
challenges that threaten its 
survival.

Officials are predicting 
further growth in the tour-
ism sector nationally for 
2023.

But the ongoing war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine 
that is driving up costs 
globally are among the 
challenges that risk affect-
ing that growth.

Minister Charles Fer-
nandez said while devel-
opments globally are cause 
for concern, it is import-

ant that stakeholders view 
the opportunities that lie 
among the difficulties be-
ing experienced.

“Just yesterday morn-
ing [Monday] you saw the 
Pound [Sterling] fall to its 
lowest level ever against 
the US dollar. How does 
that affect our second most 
important source market 
the UK? So, these are is-
sues we need to understand 
and not shy away from, but 
try and get right upfront 
and deal with it how we 
can,” Fernandez pointed 
out.

He focused on market-
ing and the predicted cold 
winter expected this year in the United Kingdom, from 

which Antigua and Barbu-
da can benefit, by promot-
ing a “warm winter in An-
tigua”.

“We need to look at 
all of these threats and see 
how we can create oppor-
tunities, rather than just sit-
ting back.”

 The Ministry of Tour-
ism continues to focus on 
strategic tourism goals to 
be achieved within the in-
dustry during the next de-
cade, earmarking 2031 as a 
milestone year.

Previously, Minister 
Charles Fernandez has been 
quoted as saying, “VISION 
2031 will be guided by the 
input of all stakeholders 
throughout Antigua and 
Barbuda. It will be the cul-
mination of their thoughts, 
our engagements, and con-

sultations as we work to-
wards a common goal”.

As they work on creat-
ing a premium product, the 
need for frequent assess-
ment of the strategies is be-
ing emphasized.

“I think that we need to, 
every quarter at least, look 
at where we are, look at 
where we’re going…to re-
ally make it effective, you 
have to constantly look at 
it and if you need to tweak 
something, then you work 
towards that.

“In effect, we have 
the macro idea of where 
we want to be in terms of 
sustainability and making 
Antigua and Barbuda even 
more pristine that we met it, 
so that future generations 
could enjoy even more than 
we have,” the tourism min-
ister concluded.

Tourism Minister: Create 
opportunities from threats

Tourism Minister Charles Fernandez
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Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne was one of the 
main speakers at the annual 
Global Citizens Festival last 
weekend, which was held 
in Central Park, New York, 
in conjunction with the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA).

Browne elaborated on 
the relationship between 
Loss and Harm and Climate 
Change, particularly in rela-
tion to Small Islands Devel-
oping States, in his speech 
before a live audience of 
several thousand, and online 
viewers totalling in the mil-
lions. 

“Distinguished global 
citizens, despite our negligi-
ble contributions to climate 
change, it is small island 
states, like Antigua and Bar-
buda, that are experiencing 
its worst effects. 

“As Chair of the Alli-
ance of Small Island States, 
I’m asking global citizens 
to call on world leaders to 
commit to creating an of-
ficial Loss and Damage re-
sponse fund at COP 27 as 
a form of climate justice in 
which the polluter pays.

“The polluter must pay,” 

Browne told the enthusiastic 
audience.

Antigua and Barbuda’s 
prime minister urged the au-
dience to stand with SIDS in 
the battle to combat climate 
change. 

Browne said this must 
include calls on the United 
Nations to ensure that its 
members implement sus-
tainable strategic plans that 
will empower countries to 
build resilience against cli-
mate change.

“Our requirements do 

not stop there. High and 
middle income small is-
land states should not be 
excluded from much-need-
ed development assistance, 
especially during a time of 
climate crisis. 

“That is why I am call-
ing on the United Nations to 
adopt a new system that will 
look beyond mere income 
and to adopt a multidimen-
sional vulnerability index 
that takes into consideration 
the vulnerability and resil-
ience of small island states,” 

Prime Minister Browne 
said.

Featured on the ten-hour 
long concert were perfor-
mances by Metallica, Ma-
riah Carey, Usher, Charlie 
Puth, Angélique Kidjo and 
other international artists.

The Global Citizen Fes-
tival is an annual music fes-
tival that was started in 2012 
and organised by Global 
Poverty Project.

Since 2015, the goals of 
the festival have been close-
ly aligned with the United 
Nations' Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs), 
which include seventeen 
tasks to end extreme global 
poverty by 2030.

This year, the festival 
secured more than US$2 
billion in pledges which will 
be used to support the goals 
of the Global Poverty Proj-
ect and the UN’s Sustain-
able Development Goals.

PM Browne addresses climate 
change at Global Citizens Festival

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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Burglars have targeted 

two public schools since the 
start of the week and carted 
off a number of items that are 
critical to the teaching and 
learning process.

It is believed that in the 
early hours of Monday morn-
ing, thieves broke into Mary 
E. Pigott Primary School.

According to the school’s 
principal, Alicia Watson, the 
criminals broke into the ad-
ministrative building and 
stole a microwave and a re-
frigerator. The value of the 
items has not yet been re-
vealed.

On Tuesday, Pointe 
Xpress spoke with Principal 
Watson who related the in-
formation she could.

“I got the report from my 
teacher at around 7:00 (am) 
when she was coming into 
school.

“She was stopped by 
the security that informed 
her that there seems to be a 
break-in. Then I shared it 
with the relevant authorities, 
the officers,” the principal 
said.

Watson stated that the 
officers arrived at the school 
compound at the same time 
as she did.

“They checked and saw 
that a refrigerator was miss-
ing, the microwave was 
missing already and the stove 
was halfway out. They tried 
climbing through a window 
it seems,” she revealed.

Meanwhile, overnight 
on Monday, Charlesworth T. 
Samuel Primary School was 
targeted. Several items were 

stolen there, including a pro-
jector used by teachers to fa-
cilitate classes.

In recent times, Greenbay 
Primary School was robbed 
of items to be used as part of a 
University of the West Indies 
Five Islands campus commu-
nity outreach programme. Sir 
Novelle Richards Academy 
was also vandalised and the 
walls marred with graffiti. 
There were no reports of sto-
len items in that incident.

The government has in-
dicated that it is moving to 
increase security in public 
schools. In addition to in-
creased manned security 
during school hours, the gov-
ernment plans to install se-
curity cameras and other re-
mote surveillance systems in 
the hope that criminals will 
be deterred from targeting 
school campuses.

Two primary schools hit by burglars
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Member of Parliament for St. Paul, 
E. P. Chet Greene, says his constituen-
cy’s Health Month activities this Oc-
tober will place priority on vision and 
eye health. 

The St. Paul Health Month is an 
annual event spearheaded by the area’s 
parliamentary representative which 
provides a variety of health-related ser-
vices to all members of the community 
at no cost. 

In an appearance on Pointe FM on 
Tuesday, Greene said men’s health and 
wellness will also come into focus, as 
several doctors will travel to Antigua 
and Barbuda to provide additional sup-
port to the local medical practitioners 
who will volunteer their time and ex-
pertise to facilitating the health screen-
ings and counselling sessions.

“We will continue next month, Oc-
tober, with our annual Health Month 
activities. The Health Month activities 
will have a high concentration on eye 
health.

“We are having sixteen doctors 
from North America – the United States 
to be exact – coming to work with our 
local team, headed by Dr. Jerry Simon, 
in our slew of medical services.

“We also have Dr. Baba Thwaites 
working alongside Dr. [Lester] Simon, 
and a team of skin doctors to offer 
what he does best in terms of service to 
men. And so, it’s gonna be a month of 
real, solid services to the community,” 
MP Greene told Pointe FM’s Vernon 
Springer on Tuesday.

While emphasis is on providing 
these services to residents of St. Paul, 
MP Greene indicated that this year, 
the programme’s reach will expand to 
those residing outside of the commu-
nity.

He also revealed that for the first 
time, the initiative will offer prescrip-

tion eyeglasses to those who are in 
need. 

“And I dare say not only in the 
community of St. Paul’s; some of the 
programmes will be extended beyond 
St. Paul’s to students and public ser-
vice drivers across the country.

“As I speak of eye heath, one of the 
features of this year’s programme will 
be that I’m offering tests, vision tests, 
to our public sector transport drivers. 
So, our taxi drivers, our bus drivers, 
those who carry people on a daily ba-
sis, can have a chance to have their vi-
sion checked.

“And an additional feature to the 
programme is that we are offering eye-
glasses in this programme. The doctors 
who will come here [are] optometrists, 
ophthalmologists, are coming prepared 
to offer, prepare and present glasses 
to persons who are in need of certain 
types of remedial lenses.”  

Greene also disclosed the details of 
the other services, including prostate 
screenings which will be led by Dr. 
Dwayne “Baba” Thwaites, that will 
be offered during the St. Paul Health 
Month.

“You know prostate is a major is-
sue in Antigua and Barbuda and I don’t 
think that there can be ever too many 
prostate tests being done, and so that 
comes to St. Paul’s.

“A St. Paul’s-born doctor living in 
the United States will be on hand to 
offer services in paediatrics and I very 
much like the tone of what he’s offer-
ing,” said Greene.

While the St. Paul Health Month 
activities run throughout the month 
of October, other events intended to 
support healthy habits and lifestyles 
among the community’s residents are 
planned by the St. Paul Empowerment 
Centre year-round. 

St. Paul Health Month to place 
priority on vision wellness

MP E. P. Chet Greene
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In what has been de-
scribed as a first of its kind 
and a sign of things to come, 
the St. Paul’s Empower-
ment Centre in Liberta has 
teamed up with the Univer-
sity of the West Indies Five 
Islands Campus (UWI FIC) 
to launch a course in tour-
ism management.

Twenty young peo-
ple have signed up for the 
course, which is the brain-
child of E. P. Chet Greene, 
the Member of Parliament 
for St. Paul. 

The launch of the pro-
gramme took place on 
Monday evening in Liberta.

Greene said the first ini-
tiative in partnership with 
the UWI FIC represents the 
beginning of larger plans 
for delivering educational 
opportunities to people in 
the community.

“When we conceived 
of the idea of the Empow-
erment Centre, this is some 
of what we had in mind be-
cause we knew that there is 
no greater vehicle for em-
powerment than through 
education. Education is not 
just about academics, as 
this Centre will be doing 
technology courses as well 
as we seek to empower the 
people of St. Paul,” he stat-
ed.

He continued that the 
purpose of the courses is 
to ensure that opportunities 
are provided for people in 
the community to be ade-
quately trained. 

“What we are doing here 
is local training for global 
competition. If I was speak-
ing on a national platform, 
I would use names such as 
Sir V. C. Bird or Sir Vivian 
Richards, however, I want 
to utilise our St. Paul’s no-
tables such as World Warri 
Champion, Trevor Simon, 
who honed his skills right 
at the corner adjacent to 
the centre and who took on 
the world in warri and who 
emerged the winner several 
times,” Greene noted.

The parliamentary rep-
resentative said it was a “big 
deal” to have the UWI FIC 
coming to Liberta, meeting 
people where they are and 
realising their commitment 
to make education accessi-
ble to all.

Greene made it clear, 
however, that his efforts 
will not end with the provi-
sion of classes by the UWI 
FIC. The Youth and Edu-
cation Empowerment Pro-
gramme (YEEP) will also 
begin offering classes at the 
St. Paul’s Empowerment 
Centre in October.

Classes will also be of-
fered to students who will 
write the Grade Six Nation-
al Assessment. 

Plans to provide math-
ematics classes are also in 
progress.

Meanwhile, UWI FIC 
representative, Paula Lee, 
provided more information 
on the Quality Tourism and 
Hospitality Management 
course. 

“Several months ago 
Mr. Greene approached me 
about offering scholarships 
through the UWI for stu-
dents from his constituency. 

“This particular course 
was selected because of the 
area’s huge dependence on 
the tourism industry. These 
courses are designed spe-
cifically to offer individu-
als opportunities to re-skill, 
up-skill, or if they desire, 

to change their career paths 
[so] that they can diversi-
fy,” she explained.

Lee noted that the jobs 
of the future will require 
that those seeking them are 
well trained and fully pre-
pared.

She further explained 
that courses being offered 
will incorporate training 
and skill building in tech-
nology, management and 
critical thinking. 

The participants in the 
course, which will be con-
ducted online, will partic-
ipate in group work, com-
plete a research topic and 
prepare a final paper that 
will be shared with their 
peers.

St. Paul’s Empowerment 
Centre teams up with UWI FIC

UWI FIC representative, Paula Lee

MP E. P. Chet Greene



PAGE 8

WEDNESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2022

Local News

The Ministry of Ed-
ucation and Sports has 
announced the com-
mencement of a survey in 
association with the Or-
ganisation of Eastern Ca-
ribbean States’ programme 
for Educational Advance-
ment and Relevant Learn-
ing (PEARL).

The programme was 
launched recently to create 
a new educational expe-
rience for children of the 
OECS, thereby creating 
greater access to quali-
ty education for children. 
One of the areas of focus 
for Antigua and Barbu-
da is Special Educational 

Needs.
Education Officer Spe-

cial Needs Education, Joy-
ann-Ann Harrigan, is en-
couraging administrators, 
educators, healthcare pro-
fessionals and parents to 
participate in the process 
through Survey Monkey.

“There are seven sur-

veys and each group of 
persons will answer a sur-
vey specific to them. Once 
they have completed that 
survey and they click sub-
mit on Survey Monkey, 
it goes directly off to the 
OECS group,” Harrigan 
explained.

She detailed that the 
survey is taking place si-
multaneously in all OECS 
territories and once the 
information is gathered, 
stakeholders will come 
together and hold discus-
sions on the way forward.

“We will all meet and 
have a discussion based on 
what the data is saying. It 
is to improve special ed-
ucational needs services 
within the OECS for the 
students, for our teachers, 
for our educators, for our 
parents, for the community 
in all spheres.”

The survey will remain 
open until the end of Octo-
ber, 2022.

Four main components 
are contained in the US $ 
10 million OECS PEARL 
programme. 

They include:
Enhanced quality and 

equity of access to Early 
Childhood Education

Enhanced Curriculum 
and Assessment

Strengthened Leader-
ship and Management

Programme Man-
agement, Institutional 
Strengthening, Monitoring 
and Evaluation

Public’s participation in 
PEARL survey encouraged
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Workplace
Competent human re-

source (HR) professionals 
understand that one of our 
principal functions is to pro-
tect the organisation from 
legal exposure and public 
disgrace. This we accom-
plish by not only obeying 
the Labour Laws but also by 
subscribing to established 
best practices and industry 
standards. 

HR is more technical 
than many realize and when 
leadership does not recog-
nise this it could be harm-
ful to the organization. In 
the same manner that time 
is taken to carefully design 
and staff marketing teams 
and finance departments, 
deliberate attention is also 

required when assigning 
HR functions; especially if 
we truly consider humans as 
our most valuable resource.

The functions of HR 
include recruitment and 
selection, training and de-
velopment of staff, proper 
documentation and record 
keeping, building and en-
forcing timely policies, 
monitoring staff engage-
ment and performance, and 
creating fair remuneration 
packages.

As an Association we 
continue to advocate for ev-
ery business entity in Anti-
gua and Barbuda to priori-
tize engaging qualified and 
knowledgeable HR profes-
sionals. 

We are aware that not 
every company, based on 
the size of its operations, 
would have the resources to 
maintain a committed HR 
department but there are 
numerous local options of 
experienced HR consultants 
that a small business owner 
can tap into for guidance. 

So, what are some of the 
pitfalls of not giving proper 

attention to this area of your 
business and what are the 
benefits of having access to 
a knowledgeable HR pro-
fessional? 

One wrong decision in 
HR can expose your organi-
zation to legal risks.  Non-
compliance with the Labour 
Code on even the smallest 
matter could be detrimen-

The importance of HR compliance

cont’d on pg 11
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tal. So much so that the 
Code cites in several areas 
that: “Anyone who contra-
venes the requirements of 
the Code shall be guilty of 
an offence and on summa-
ry conviction shall be liable 
to a fine and or imprison-
ment”.  

There are financial con-
sequences as well that vary 
with the offence. No busi-
ness owner or HR Manager 
relishes taking time away 
from the business to attend 
protracted court matters and 
incur legal costs or having 
to pay fines to the govern-
ment. Such funds are better 
spent investing in employee 
development or business 
expansion.

Then there is the dam-
age to the company’s rep-
utation. The stigma of the 
company being branded 
as a violator of the Labour 
Code or being a company 
with inhumane or unethical 
labour practices can linger 

for years.  
Prospective employees, 

investors and even poten-
tial customers who research 
the company would see red 
flags and soon the word 
spreads that this is not a 
good place to do business. 
The irresponsible deci-
sion of a business owner or 
careless actions of a novice 
HR practitioner can cause 
sometimes irreparable dam-
age.

In contrast the bene-
fits of compliance with the 
Labour Code and adher-
ence to best practices and 
internationally recognized 
standards can yield big div-
idends. 

Such companies have 
fewer industrial relations 
issues and have a more pos-
itive work environment. 
They can focus on manag-
ing well, providing quality 
products and services, be-
ing innovative and creative 
and giving customers value 
for money.  

Employees value com-
panies that adhere to order 
and are law abiding cor-
porate citizens. In short, 
a company in compliance 
with labor laws, best prac-
tices and standards becomes 
more attractive to high val-
ue talent as a preferred em-
ployer. 

It is therefore instructive 
for HR professionals to be 
experienced and schooled 
in the field and very famil-
iar with our Labour Code. 
We also encourage new 
HR practitioners to consid-
er joining HRPAB where 
they would have access to 
our network of profession-
als and receive the support 
and encouragement they 
need for growth and devel-
opment.

The Human Resource 

Professionals of Antigua 
and Barbuda (HRPAB) is a 
registered non-profit, pro-
fessional association ded-
icated to the advancement 
of the HR profession for 
national development. We 
began informally from 
2009 and legally regis-
tered in 2011. HRPAB’s 
growing membership rep-
resents private and public 
organisations as well as 
independent consultants 
specializing in one or more 
areas of human resource 
management and develop-
ment. Membership is of-
fered for three categories: 
professional, non-profes-
sional, and honorary. You 
may contact us via email at 
hrpro.ab@gmail.com or on 
Facebook and Instagram 
@HRPro268.

Workplace

	
	
	

N	O	T	I	C	E	
Closure	for	Annual	Stocktaking	

	
	
	

Island	Provision	Food	Distribution	&	Best	Cellars	
Wines	&	Spirits	will	be	CLOSED	on	Friday	30th	

September	2022	at	10:00am	for	ANNUAL	
STOCKTAKING.		We	will	resume	regular	operating	

hours	on	Saturday	1st	October	2022.		
	

We	THANK	YOU	for	your	continued	support	and	offer	
our	sincerest	apologies	for	any	inconvenience	these	

closures	may	cause.	
	

MANAGEMENT	
Island	Provision	Group	

	

cont’d from pg 10
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Haiti has nominated Dr. 
Florence Duperval Guillau-
me, a former acting prime 
minister and former min-
ister of public health and 
population, for the posi-
tion of director of the Pan 
American Health Organiza-
tion (PAHO).

Ministers of Health and 
other high-level represen-
tatives from countries and 
territories of the Americas 
will meet September 26 to 
30 to elect a new director to 
replace Dominica’s Dr. Ca-
rissa Etienne

Dr. Florence Duperval 
Guillaume is among six 
candidates vying for the 
position with the others 
coming from Brazil, Pana-
ma, Mexico, Colombia, and 
Uruguay.

PAHO said the detailed 
curriculum vitae present-
ed by each candidate and 
letters of nomination have 
been sent to PAHO member 
states, participating states 
and associate members.

“The conference will 
elect the director from 
among the nominated can-
didates by secret ballot. 
The candidate who re-
ceives the majority of votes 
from member states will 
be elected,” it said, adding 
that in accordance with PA-
HO’s Constitution, the di-
rector will serve a five-year 
term and may be re-elected 
once. The elected person 
will take office on February 
1, 2023 and complete his or 

her term January 31, 2028.
PAHO is the special-

ized health agency of the 
Inter-American System and 
serves as the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Re-
gional Office for the Amer-
icas. This year, PAHO 
marks its 120th anniversary 
of active work in promot-
ing health and wellbeing 
throughout the region.

Dr. Etienne was elect-
ed for a second term as the 
PAHO director in 2017, 
during the 29th Pan Amer-

Health & Wellness
Haiti nominee Dr. Florence Duperval Guillaume 
seeking to replace Dominican as PAHO director

Dr. Florence Duperval Guillaumecont’d on pg 14
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Business

The Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM) Monday 
launched a new regional 
platform to facilitate in-
tra-regional trade in goods 
and agricultural products. 
CARICOM Chairman, Su-
riname’s President Chan-
drikapersad Santokhi re-
minded all CARICOM 
nations that one of the key 
principles of the CAR-
ICOM Single Market and 
Economy (CSME) “was 
and still is, to achieve re-
gional integration, and eco-
nomic growth, within our 
community.”

The initiative, dubbed 
“CIMSUPRO” – CAR-
ICOM Market Place and 
Suspension Procedure- will 
register suppliers and buy-
ers of CARICOM originat-
ing goods.

Santokhi said CIMSU-
PRO provides a platform, 
where entrepreneurs, from 
CARICOM, can offer their 
products, from raw materi-
als to finished products.

He said the region, faces 
many challenges, resulting 
from global developments, 
including the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) pandemic,” 
and in order to recover from 
that, the region needs to be 
better equipped and “must 
first work on strengthening 
our communities’ capac-
ities and supporting each 
other.

“After all, the initial 
intention of the grouping 
of countries, now known 
as CARICOM, was to pro-
mote economic integration 
and cooperation, among 
its members. As the oldest 
surviving integration move-
ment, in the developing 
world, CARICOM has the 
duty, to set forth, its goals, 
and be a model for regional 
integration.”

He told the ceremony 
that the region faces many 
challenges, such as the 
need, to enhance productiv-
ity and sustainable growth, 
which in turn, requires the 
ability, to transform our 
economic base.

“Trade and econom-
ic development shall only 
be achieved, through pri-
vate-public partnerships. 
After all, it is the private 
sector that trades and does 

business. Therefore, I’m 
more than delighted, with 
the establishment, of CIM-
SUPRO,” he said, noting 
that it is helping in the for-
mation of a CARICOM in-
dustrial policy.

“The extension of the 
regional integration, which 
has been sought, since the 
start of CARICOM, can 
now be reached, just by vis-
iting the website, to seek the 
necessary inputs, from the 
CARICOM marketplace.”

Santokhi said CIMSU-
PRO, provides a strategic 
aim, towards improving the 
efficiency “of our region-
al suspension mechanism, 
which is directly aimed, 
towards encouraging pro-

duction, more so, it seeks, 
to develop our industrial 
policy”

He said long waiting 
periods for suspension, 
granted by the CARICOM 
Secretariat, “and the un-
certainty, of not knowing 
at which stage your suspen-
sion request is, are things of 
the past.

“With this platform, we 
have given the first step, 
towards further expanding 
our Industrial Policy strat-
egies,” he said, urging all 
member states, to populate 
CIMSUPRO.

CARICOM Secretary 
General, Dr. Carla Barnett, 
speaking at the launch, said 
the initiative marks an im-
portant milestone in the 
evolution of the way trade 
and business can and will 
be conducted within the 
15-member grouping.

Stakeholders, especial-
ly suppliers of regionally 
produced goods may ac-
cess the portal and register 
at: https://www.cimsupro.
com/user/register (CMC)

ican Sanitary Conference. She began 
her second five-year term on February1, 
2018.

PAHO said its Pan American Sanitary 
Conference is the organization’s highest 
decision-making body, meeting every five 
years to determine general policies of the 
organization to improve the health and 
well-being of the population in the region.

Dominica’s President Charles Savarin, 
as well as Dr. Etienne will be among the 
speakers on the opening day.

During the week-long conference, 
PAHO says a number of reports will be 
presented and discussed, including the 
“Strategy and Plan of Action on Psycho-
active Substance Use and Public Health” 
and “Plan of Action to Reduce the Harm-
ful Use of Alcohol.” (CMC)

cont’d from pg 12

CARICOM launches initiative to 
facilitate intra-regional trade
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CNW – Jamaica’s Min-
istry of Labour and So-
cial Security has reported 
that Cabinet has approved 
the appointment of a sev-
en-member fact-finding 
team to investigate the 
working conditions of Ja-
maican farm workers in 
Canada.

The Jamaican farmers 
are under the Canadian Sea-
sonal Agricultural Workers 
(farm labour) Program.

According to a ministry 
release, the development 
comes after Minister Karl 
Samuda announced the ap-
pointment of a tripartite 
panel.

That action was taken in 
response to correspondence 
to Samuda on behalf of sev-
eral Jamaican farm laborers 
in Canada, who were said to 
be worried about numerous 
aspects and conditions of 
their seasonal working ar-
rangements.

Following the allega-
tion, the minister visited a 
number of farms in Canada 
where Jamaican laborers are 
employed and later stated 
that he observed no indica-
tion of any justifiable basis 
for the concerns.

However, there are still 
concerns, and members of 
the fact-finding team will 
investigate the matter.

Over two-weeks, the 
team will visit all provinces 

where Jamaican farmwork-
ers are employed, and a 
complete report which will 
be presented to Minister 
Samuda.

The report will be pre-
sented to Cabinet and then 
tabled in Parliament.

 The fact-finding team is 
expected to:

• Conduct random se-
lection of Canadian farms 
covering all where Jamaican 
farmworkers are employed.

• Collect data on the 
working conditions of Ja-
maican workers employed 
under the Seasonal Agricul-
tural Workers Programme 
(SAWP).

• Interview work-
ers who have been injured 

to assess the level of care 
and responsiveness to their 
needs by the Jamaica Liai-
son Service in Canada and 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Security.

• Speak to employers 
and other interest groups to 
hear concerns.

• Provide a report out-
lining the team’s findings, 
with recommendations 
to improve the Jamaican 
Overseas Employment Pro-
gramme in Canada.

The members of the 
team are:

1.     Helene Davis-Whyte 
(Chair) – President, Jamai-
ca Confederation of Trade 
Union (JCTU)

2.     Donald (Danny) 

Roberts – Deputy Chair-
man, Industrial Disputes 
Tribunal (IDT)

3.     Wayne Chen – 
President, Caribbean Em-
ployers’ Federation

4.     Raymond Eytle – 
Second Vice-President, Ja-
maican Employers’ Federa-
tion

5.     Wayne Jones – 
Deputy Financial Secretary, 
Strategic Human Resource 
Management, Ministry of 
Finance and Public Service

6.     Sidia Madden – 
Chief Internal Auditor, Min-
istry of Labour and Social 
Security

7.     Kandre Leveridge 
– Researcher/Community 
Development Specialist

Fact-Finding team to probe 
work conditions of Jamaican 

farmers in Canada
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Regional News

AP – Hurricane Ian tore into west-
ern Cuba on Tuesday as a major hurri-
cane, with nothing to stop it from in-
tensifying into a catastrophic Category 
4 hurricane before it hits Florida on 
Wednesday.

Ian made landfall at 4:30 am EDT 
Tuesday in Cuba’s Pinar del Rio prov-
ince, where officials set up 55 shelters, 
evacuated 50,000 people, rushed in 
emergency personnel and took steps 
to protect crops in Cuba’s main tobac-
co-growing region.

The US National Hurricane Cen-
ter said “significant wind and storm 
surge impacts” were occurring Tues-
day morning in western Cuba. Ian sus-
tained top winds of 125 mph (205 kmh) 
as it moved over the city of Pinar del 
Rio. As much as 14 feet (4.3 metres) 
of storm surge was predicted along Cu-
ba’s coast.

After passing over Cuba, Ian was 
forecast to strengthen even more over 

warm Gulf of Mexico waters, reach-
ing top winds of 140 mph (225 kmh) 
before making landfall again. Tropical 
storm-force winds were expected in 
Florida late Tuesday, reaching hurri-
cane force Wednesday morning.

The hurricane centre said there’s a 
100 per cent chance of damaging trop-
ical storm force winds and water along 
Florida’s west coast, and expanded its 
hurricane warning, from Bonita Beach 
north through Tampa Bay to the An-
clote River.

Tampa and St. Petersburg could get 
their first direct hit by a major hurri-
cane since 1921.

“Please treat this storm seriously. 
It’s the real deal. This is not a drill,” 
Hillsborough County Emergency Man-
agement Director Timothy Dudley said 
Monday at a news conference on storm 
preparations in Tampa.

Western Cuba is relatively lightly 
populated, but with tropical storm force 

winds extending outward 115 miles 
(185 kilometres) from Ian’s centre, 
Cuba’s capital wasn’t spared. Havana’s 
residents openly worried about flood-
ing ahead of the storm, with workers 
unclogging storm drains and fishermen 
taking their boats out of the water.

“I am very scared because my 
house gets completely flooded, with 
water up to here,” Adyz Ladron said, 
pointing to his chest.

In Havana’s El Fanguito, a poor 
neighbourhood near the Almendares 
River, residents packed up what they 
could.

“I hope we escape this one because 
it would be the end of us. We already 
have so little,” health worker Abel Ro-
drigues said.

Ian’s forward movement was ex-
pected to slow over the gulf, enabling 
the hurricane to grow wider and stron-
ger before it brings punishing wind 

Hurricane Ian strikes Cuba, 
Florida braces for Cat 4 damage

cont’d on pg 17
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Regional News

CMC – A St. Vincent 
High Court judge has sentenced a 
26-year-old man to more than 17 
years in jail after he was found guilty 
of murdering a woman he wrongly 
thought had infected him with HIV/
AIDS.

Justice Brian Cottle sentenced 
Desron Roberts, who had been re-
manded for nearly four years await-
ing trial, to a further 17 years, five 
months, and 11 days in prison.

On June 27, Roberts pleaded not 
guilty to the charge that between Oc-
tober 24 and 27, 2018 he murdered 
Rhodesia Rochelle Bailey.

The court heard that Roberts, who 
was then 22, had a sexual relation-
ship with Bailey, 30, whose house he 
frequented. On July 16, 2018, Bailey 
told Roberts that she was HIV posi-
tive and two days later, he went to see 

a doctor, who advised him to take a 
post-exposure treatment for HIV and 
to get tested.

Roberts began the course of med-
ication but did not adhere to the pre-
scription fully as he felt that some of 
the side effects of the medication were 
too harsh. He had bouts of depression 
and contemplated suicide but was 
afraid to speak to anyone about his 
problem for fear of the reaction that 
he would face.

On October 25, 2018, he took a 
knife with him to Bailey’s house in an 
attempt to kill her. A passing villager 
found Bailey’s body early the follow-
ing morning. A post-mortem found 
she died of multiple stab wounds.

Following his arrest, Roberts con-
fessed to murdering Bailey and took 
police to the house.

In sentencing Roberts, Justice 

Cottle said he saw no need to depart 
from the guidelines regarding the aims 
of criminal punishment, namely retri-
bution, deterrence, prevention, and re-
habilitation and the court must follow 
the sentencing guidelines unless they 
lead to injustice in a particular case.

He said there was a significant de-
gree of premeditation involved in the 
killing, noting that Roberts took the 
knife with him to the scene and told 
the victim that he had come to kill her.

Justice Cottle said he found that 
Roberts did not have the coping skills 
or social support network to help him 
to deal with the consequences of hav-
ing contracted HIV and the associated 
social stigma. He said it was unfor-
tunate that when confronted with the 
crises, Roberts could only resort to vi-
olence. He, however, said he did not 
see Roberts as likely to re-offend.

and water to Florida’s west 
coast. Forecasters said the 
surge of ocean water could 
reach 10 feet (3 meters) if 
it peaks at high tide. Rain-
fall could total 16 inches (41 
centimetres) inches with as 
much as 24 inches (61 cen-
timetres) in isolated areas. 
Coastal communities could 
be inundated.

As many as 300,000 
people may be evacuat-
ed from low-lying areas in 
Hillsborough County alone, 
county administrator Bonnie 
Wise said. Some of those 
evacuations were beginning 
Monday afternoon in the 
most vulnerable areas, with 
schools and other locations 
opening as shelters.

“We must do every-
thing we can to protect our 
residents. Time is of the es-
sence,” Wise said.

Floridians lined up for 
hours in Tampa to collect 
bags of sand and cleared 
store shelves of bottled wa-
ter. Governor Ron DeSantis 
declared a state-wide emer-
gency and warned that Ian 
could lash large areas of the 
state, knocking out power 
and interrupting fuel sup-
plies.

“You have a significant 
storm that may end up being 
a Category 4 hurricane,” De-
Santis said at a news confer-
ence Monday. “That’s going 
to cause a huge amount of 
storm surge. You’re going 
to have flood events. You’re 

going to have a lot of differ-
ent impacts.”

DeSantis said the state 
has suspended tolls around 
the Tampa Bay area and mo-
bilised 5,000 Florida state 
national guard troops, with 
another 2,000 on standby in 
neighbouring states.

President Joe Biden 
also declared an emergen-
cy, authorising the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to co-
ordinate disaster relief and 
provide assistance to protect 
lives and property. The pres-
ident postponed a scheduled 
Tuesday trip to Florida be-
cause of the storm.

Playing it safe, NASA 
was rolling its moon rocket 

from the launch pad to its 
Kennedy Space Center han-
gar, adding weeks of delay 
to the test flight. The airports 
in Tampa and St. Petersburg 
announced they’ll close 
Tuesday afternoon. And the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers said 
they would relocate football 
operations to the Miami area 
on Tuesday in preparation 
for next weekend’s game 
against the Kansas City 
Chiefs.

Damaging winds and 
flooding was expected 
across the entire peninsula 
as Ian moves north, reach-
ing into Georgia, South Car-
olina and other parts of the 
south eastern United States 
on Friday and Sunday, the 
hurricane centre said.

cont’d from pg 16

St. Vincent man jailed for murdering woman 
he believed infected him with HIV/AIDS
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International

AP – The Kremlin paved 
the way Tuesday to annex 
more of Ukraine and esca-
late the war by claiming that 
residents of a large swath 
overwhelmingly support-
ed joining with Russia in 
stage-managed referendums 
the U.S. and its Western al-
lies have dismissed as illegit-
imate.

Pro-Moscow officials 
said all four occupied regions 
of Ukraine voted to join Rus-
sia. According to Russia-in-
stalled election officials, 
93% of the ballots cast in the 
Zaporizhzhia region support-
ed annexation, as did 87% in 
the Kherson region, 98% in 
the Luhansk region and 99% 
in Donetsk. Possibly explain-
ing the lower favourable vote 
in Kherson is that Russian 
authorities there have faced 
a strong Ukrainian under-
ground resistance movement 
whose members have killed 
Moscow-appointed officials 
and threatened those who 
considered voting.

In a remark that ap-
peared to rule out negotia-
tions, Ukrainian President 
Volodymr Zelenskyy told 
the U.N. Security Council by 
video from Kyiv that Russia’s 
attempts to annex Ukrainian 
territory will mean “there is 
nothing to talk about with 
this president of Russia.”

He added that “any an-
nexation in the modern world 
is a crime, a crime against all 
states that consider the invi-
olability of border to be vital 

for themselves.”
The preordained out-

come sets the stage for a dan-
gerous new phase in Russia’s 
seven-month war, with the 
Kremlin threatening to throw 
more troops into the battle 
and potentially use nuclear 
weapons.

The referendums asking 
residents whether they want-
ed the four occupied southern 
and eastern Ukraine regions 
to be incorporated into Rus-
sia began Sept. 23, often with 
armed officials going door-
to-door collecting votes.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin is expected to ad-
dress Russia’s parliament 
about the referendums on 
Friday, and Valentina Matvi-
yenko, who chairs the body’s 
upper house, said lawmakers 
could consider annexation 
legislation on Oct. 4.

Meanwhile, Russia 
ramped up warnings that it 
could deploy nuclear weap-
ons to defend its territory, in-
cluding newly acquired land, 
and continued mobilizing 
more than a quarter-million 
additional troops to deploy 
to a front line of more than 
1,000 kms (more than 620 
miles).

After the balloting, 
“the situation will radically 
change from the legal view-
point, from the point of view 
of international law, with 
all the corresponding con-
sequences for protection of 
those areas and ensuring their 
security,” Kremlin spokes-

man Dmitry Peskov said 
Tuesday.

Many Western leaders 
have called the referendum a 
sham, and the U.N. Security 
Council met Tuesday in New 
York to discuss the voting, 
with the U.S. and Albania 
planning to introduce a res-
olution that says the results 
will never be accepted and 
that the four regions remain 
part of Ukraine. Russia is 
certain to veto the resolution.

The balloting and a call-
up of Russian military re-
servists that Putin ordered 
last Wednesday are aimed 
at buttressing Moscow’s ex-
posed military and political 
positions.

The referendums follow 
a familiar Kremlin playbook 
for territorial expansion and 
more aggressive military 
action. In 2014, Russian au-
thorities held a similar refer-
endum on Ukraine’s Crime-

an Peninsula, under the close 
watch of Russian troops. 
Based on the voting, Russia 
annexed Crimea. Putin cited 
the defines of Russians living 
in Ukraine’s eastern regions, 
their supposed desires to join 
with Russia, and an existen-
tial security threat to Russia 
as a pretext for his Feb. 24 
invasion of Ukraine.

Putin has been talking 
up Moscow’s nuclear option 
since Ukrainians launched 
a counteroffensive that re-
claimed territory and has in-
creasingly cornered his forc-
es. A top Putin aide ratcheted 
up the nuclear rhetoric Tues-
day.

“Let’s imagine that Rus-
sia is forced to use the most 
powerful weapon against the 
Ukrainian regime that has 
committed a large-scale act 
of aggression, which is dan-
gerous for the very existence 

Valentina Bondarenko reacts as she stands with her husband 
Leonid outside their house that was heavily damaged after a 
Russian attack in Sloviansk, Ukraine, Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022. 
The 78-year-old woman was in the garden and fell on the ground 
at the moment of the explosion. "Everything flew and I started to 
run away", says Valentina. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)

Kremlin announces vote, paves 
way to annex part of Ukraine

cont’d on pg 20
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AP – Beleaguered for-
mer South African President 
Jacob Zuma says he is ready 
to make a surprise return to 
politics by standing for a top 
position at the ruling African 
National Congress’ confer-
ence in December — if he 
is nominated by party mem-
bers.

The 80-year-old Zuma 
was president from 2009 to 
2018 before he was forced 
to resign amid wide-ranging 
allegations of corruption in 
government and state-owned 
institutions.

He was sentenced to 15 
months in prison last year 
for defying a court order to 
testify at a judicial commis-
sion investigating corruption 
during his tenure, and has 
since been released on med-
ical parole.

Zuma is also facing tri-
al for corruption in a sepa-
rate case involving a major 
arms deal the South African 
government was negotiat-
ing more than 20 years ago, 
around the time Zuma was 
a deputy president of South 
Africa.

In a statement released 
late Monday, Zuma said 
some ANC members ap-
proached him to consider 
contesting the position of 
party chairman at the end of 
the year.

“I have indicated that I 
will be guided by the branch-
es of the ANC and that I will 
not refuse such a call should 
they deem it necessary for 

me to serve the organization 
again at that level or any oth-
er,” Zuma said.

“I have indicated that I 
will be guided by the branch-
es of the ANC and that I will 
not refuse such a call should 
they deem it necessary for 
me to serve the organization 
again at that level or any oth-
er,” Zuma said.

The December meeting 
is expected to be crucial to 
the future of the ANC and 
current President Cyril Ra-
maphosa, who faces stiff op-
position in getting re-elected 
as party leader and staying on 
as the country’s president.

Zuma has been critical 
of his successor, and the pair 
are seen to be part of oppos-
ing factions within a divided 
ANC.

Zuma also endorsed his 
ex-wife, current government 
minister Nkosazana Dlami-
ni-Zuma, to stand for presi-

dent of the ANC against Ra-
maphosa.

Ramaphosa’s struggle to 
get a grip on corruption, a 
scandal of his own involving 
the theft of a large amount of 
cash from his ranch, and an 
ongoing electricity crisis that 
has recently left Africa’s 
most developed economy in 
power blackouts for up to 10 
hours a day all have weak-
ened his standing.

Parliament has formed a 
three-person panel to investi-
gate if Ramaphosa has a case 
to answer in the ranch scan-
dal, in which he is accused of 
money laundering and break-
ing foreign currency laws by 
holding cash in U.S. dollars 
at the property.

He also is accused of 
bribery for allegedly attempt-
ing to cover up the theft of 
the money to hide its exis-
tence. He has confirmed the 
theft took place and denied 

any wrongdoing but dodged 
questions seeking specific in-
formation about the incident. 
Ramaphosa said the money 
came from the sale of ani-
mals on his game farm.

No criminal charges have 
been brought against Rama-
phosa, but Parliament could 
impeach him if lawmakers 
find he broke his oath of of-
fice. The South African lead-
er is scheduled to appear in 
Parliament on Thursday to 
answer more questions from 
lawmakers about the theft.

Zuma is still popular 
among some factions of the 
ANC and at the grassroot 
level in some regions. It’s un-
clear how he would deal with 
an ANC rule that anyone fac-
ing criminal charges is ineli-
gible to stand for leadership 
positions. The rule also de-
mands that those occupying 
leadership positions should 
“step aside” from their posi-
tions if they are charged.

The corruption 
charges Zuma faces are 
linked to a 1999 arms deal, 
and the case covers a time 
when he was a political fig-
ure on the rise and then depu-
ty president. He is accused of 
receiving bribes from French 
arms manufacturer Thales to 
provide political protection 
for the multi-billion dollar 
deal.

Zuma has denied the 
charges and has moved to 
have the prosecutor taken 
off the case, claiming he is 
biased.

Former South African President Jacob Zuma at the High Court 
in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, on Jan. 31, 2022. Belea-
guered Zuma has said he is ready to make a surprise return to 
politics by standing for a top leadership position at the ruling 
African National Congress' elective conference in December. 
(AP Photo/Jerome Delay)

South Africa’s beleaguered 
Zuma open to return to politics
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AP – Japan’s assassi-
nated hawkish former lead-
er, Shinzo Abe, was given 
a rare state funeral Tues-
day full of military pomp 
and surrounded by throngs 
of mourners as well as by 
widespread protests, with 
thousands taking to the 
streets in opposition.

Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida said the publicly 
financed ceremony was a 
well-deserved honour for 
Japan’s longest-serving 
modern political leader. The 
event was attended by U.S. 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, Japanese Crown Prince 
Akishino and other foreign 
and Japanese dignitaries.

Japan’s main political 
opposition parties boycot-
ted the funeral, which critics 
say was a reminder of how 
pre-war imperialist govern-
ments used state funerals to 
fan nationalism. The gov-
ernment maintains that the 
ceremony was not meant to 
force anyone to honour Abe. 
But the decision to give him 
the rare honour — which 
was made without parlia-
mentary debate or approval 
— as well as the funeral’s 
high cost and other contro-
versies have led to anger 
about the event.

The funeral began with 
Abe’s widow, Akie Abe, in a 
black formal kimono, walk-
ing slowly behind Kishida 
into the funeral venue, car-
rying an urn in a wooden 
box wrapped in a purple 
cloth with gold stripes. Sol-
diers in white uniforms took 
Abe’s ashes and placed them 
on a pedestal filled with 
white and yellow chrysan-
themums and decorations.

Attendants stood while 
a military band played the 
Kimigayo national anthem, 
then observed a moment of 
silence before a video was 
shown praising Abe’s life 
in politics. It included his 
2006 parliamentary speech 
vowing to build a “beautiful 

Japan,” his visits to disas-
ter-hit northern Japan after 
the March 2011 tsunami 
and his 2016 Super Mario 
impersonation in Rio de Ja-
neiro to promote the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics.

Kishida, in a 12-minute 
eulogy, praised Abe as a 
politician with a clear vision 
for post-World War II eco-
nomic growth who promot-
ed national security, the de-
velopment of Japan and the 
world and a “free and open 
Indo-Pacific” as a counter to 
China’s rise.

“You were a person who 
should have lived much 
longer,” Kishida said as he 
looked up at a massive pho-
to of Abe. “I had a firm be-

lief that you would contrib-
ute as a compass showing 
the future direction of Japan 
and the rest of the world for 
10 or 20 more years.”

Kishida said Abe will 
be remembered not just as 
the nation’s longest-serv-
ing leader but for what he 
achieved, and he pledged to 
carry on Abe’s policies for 
Japan and the region.

During the ceremony, 
Harris sat in the third row 
next to Rahm Emanuel, the 
U.S. ambassador to Japan, 
and they later joined others 
by placing a branch of chry-
santhemums on a table near 
Abe’s photo.

Abe was cremated in 
July following a private 
funeral at a Tokyo temple 
days after he was assassinat-
ed while giving a campaign 
speech on a street in Nara in 
western Japan.

Tokyo was under high 
security for the state funer-
al, especially near the ven-
ue, the Budokan martial arts 
hall.

At a protest in down-
town Tokyo, thousands of 
people marched toward the 
hall, some banging drums 
and many shouting or hold-
ing banners and signs stat-
ing their opposition.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

of our state,” Dmitry Medvedev, deputy 
head of the Russian Security Council 
that Putin chairs, wrote on his messag-
ing app channel. “I believe that NATO 
will steer clear from direct meddling in 
the conflict.”

The United States has dismissed the 
Kremlin’s nuclear talk as a scare tactic.

The referendums asked residents 
whether they want the areas to be in-
corporated into Russia, and the Krem-
lin has portrayed them as free and fair, 
reflective of the people’s desire for 

self-determination.
Tens of thousands of residents had 

already fled the regions because of the 
war, and images shared by those who 
remained showed armed Russian troops 
going door-to-door to pressure Ukraini-
ans into voting.

cont’d from pg 18

Japanese former leader Abe 
honoured at divisive state funeral

A portrait of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe hangs 
on the stage during his state funeral, Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022, 
Tokyo. Abe was assassinated in July. (Franck Robichon/Pool 
Photo via AP)
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Sports News

AP – Bribery allegations against 
a former Tokyo Olympics organizing 
committee member ensnared a third 
company that sponsored the Games, 
as Japanese prosecutors “re-arrested” 
Haruyuki Takahashi for the third time 
Tuesday.

The latest allegations of dubious 
payments centre on 15 million yen 
($104,000) Takahashi and another of-
ficial received from Daiko Advertis-
ing Inc., based in Osaka, central Ja-
pan, Tokyo District Prosecutors said 
in a statement.

The arrests, coming on the same 
day as the state funeral for former 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, which is 
drawing foreign dignitaries including 
IOC President Thomas Bach and U.S. 
Vice President Kamala Harris, under-
line the determination of the prosecu-
tors to get to the bottom of the Olym-
pic scandal.

Japanese culture usually favours 
“saving face,” and embarrassment 
on the international stage tends to be 
avoided. The arrests are also likely a 
setback for Japan’s ambitions in bid-
ding for the 2030 Winter Olympics 
for Sapporo.

A Daiko official was also arrested. 
Daiko apologized for the arrests, “for 
the trouble to customers and stake-
holders,” and promised to cooperate 
with the investigation.

Daiko is the third company in the 
widening Olympic scandal, after Aoki 
Holdings, a clothing company that 
dressed the Japanese Olympic team, 
and major publisher Kadokawa.

With more than 50 companies that 
sponsored the Tokyo Olympics, spec-
ulation is rife about a string of arrests 
that could continue for months.

Takahashi, 78, a former execu-
tive at advertising company Dentsu, 

has been detained since his initial ar-
rest on Aug. 17 on bribery suspicions 
from Aoki totalling 51 million yen 
($350,000).

Aoki, which makes cheap suits, 
was a surprise pick to create the team 
outfits. Three Aoki officials were also 
arrested.

Last month, prosecutors re-arrest-
ed Takahashi, tagging on additional 
bribery allegations, this time from 
Kadokawa, which also makes movies 
and games, totalling 76 million yen 
($530,000).

The sponsorship allowed Kadoka-
wa to publish programs and other 
books related to the Tokyo Olympics. 
Also arrested were two Kadokawa of-
ficials.

Eight days later, prosecutors ar-
rested Tsuguhiko Kadokawa, the 
company chairman, on allegations 
of bribing Takahashi with 69 million 
yen ($480,000). Kadokawa asserted 
his innocence.

Takahashi has already been for-
mally charged with bribery in the 
Aoki payments. On Tuesday, he was 
formally charged in the Kadokawa 
payments.

Kazumasa Fukami, the head of a 
consulting firm who was arrested with 
Takahashi in the Kadokawa case, was 
re-arrested in the Daiko case.

Prosecutors say Takahashi acted 
in ways to favour the companies in 
business benefits related to the Olym-
pics in return for the bribes.

Dragging out a suspect’s time in 
detention, by adding more charges, 
which is common in Japan, has been 
widely criticized by human rights ac-
tivists as “hostage justice.” Analysts 
say Takahashi, if freed on bail, may 
destroy evidence.

Takahashi had enormous clout 
in arranging Olympic sponsorships, 
although he left the Dentsu board in 
2009. He has not been available for 
comment.

Tokyo Olympics bribery arrests 
widens to third Japan sponsor

Haruyuki Takahashi, executive board member of the Tokyo Organizing Committee of 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games attends the Tokyo 2020 Executive Board Meet-
ing in Tokyo on March 30, 2020. Criminal allegations against a former Tokyo Olympic 
organizing committee board member widened Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2022, as Japanese 
prosecutors “re-arrested” Takahashi in suspected payments from a publisher that be-
came a sponsor for the Games. (Issei Kato/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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AP – A banana was 
thrown from the crowd at 
Brazilian players celebrat-
ing a goal in a friendly 
against Tunisia in Paris on 
Tuesday.

Forward Richarlison 
had just scored the team’s 
second goal in a 5-1 win 
at Parc des Princes when 
the banana was hurdled 
toward him and the other 
Brazilians celebrating near 
one of the corner flags. 

What appeared to be a 
water bottle and another 
object also were thrown 
toward them.

Brazil was using the 
match to make a state-
ment against racism, with 

the players posing before 
kick-off in front of a sign 
that said: “Without our 
black players, we wouldn’t 
have stars on our shirt” — 
a reference to the five stars 
above the team crest that 
represents its five World 
Cup titles.

The Brazilian soccer 
federation condemned the 
incident and reinforced 
its stance to “fight against 
racism.”

The federation’s pres-
ident said he was shocked 
with what happened.

“The punishment for 
these actions needs to be 
more severe,” Ednaldo Ro-
drigues said.

Brazilian media said 
stadium security person-
nel unsuccessfully tried 

to identify the person who 
threw the banana onto the 
field.

Cricket West Indies (CWI) today 
named three “Rising Stars Team of the 
Tournament” from the recent Rising 
Stars Under-19, Under-17 and Un-
der-15 Championships. 

Leeward Islands won the Rising 
Stars Under-19 Championship pre-
sented by Winlott which was played in 
St Vincent. The Windward Islands won 
the Rising Stars Under-17 Champion-
ship held in Trinidad and Barbados 
captured the Rising Stars Under-15 
Championship which was hosted by 
the Grenada Cricket Board. 

Six players feature on both the 
Under-17 and Under-19 teams of the 
tournament. These are: left-handed 

allrounder Nathan Edwards who led 
the Leewards to the Rising Stars Un-
der-19 Championship title; openers 
Rampertab Ramnath and Stephan Pas-
cal; as well as batters Jordan Johnson; 
Joshua Dorne, and Mavendra Dindyal.

Jordan and Edward were mem-
bers of the West Indies Rising 
Stars U-19 team which played in the 
ICC Men’s U19 World Cup, hosted in 
the Caribbean by CWI earlier this year. 

Other members of that West In-
dies World Cup squad: batter Ackeem 
Auguste; allrounder Johann Layne; 
wicket-keeper Carlon Bowen-Tuckett; 
fast bowler Isai Thorne and off-spin-
ner Onaje Amory were also named in 

the Rising Stars Under-19 Champion-
ship team of the tournament. 

Vice President of CWI, Dr Kishore 
Shallow, congratulated the players on 
their selection and also spoke of the 
importance of investment in the Ris-
ing Stars championships as part of 
CWI’s Future Stars cricket develop-
ment programme across the region. 

“On behalf of CWI, I want to con-
gratulate all the players who have been 
named in the three Rising Stars Teams 
of the Tournament. 

“This is a project we have imple-
mented to add an additional incentive 
to the players’ pursuit of excellence 

CWI names Rising Stars Team of 
the tournament for 2022 regional 

age-group championships

Banana thrown at Brazilian 
players in friendly in Paris

Tunisia's Ghaylen Chaaleli, right, duels for the ball with Brazil's 
Richarlison during the international friendly soccer match be-
tween Brazil and Tunisia at the Parc des Princes stadium in Par-
is, France, Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)

cont’d on pg 23
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AP – Qatar has tested 
out a massive fleet of bus-
es ahead of next month’s 
World Cup, when an esti-
mated 1.2 million soccer 
fans will descend on the 
small Gulf nation, an offi-
cial said Tuesday.

Thani Al Zarraa, who is 
overseeing transport prepa-
rations, said some 4,000 
buses will be used during 
the monthlong tournament, 
which begins Nov. 20. That 
includes 3,000 buses ac-
quired for the World Cup on 
top of a pre-existing fleet of 
around 1,000, he said.

Of the new buses, around 
700 will be electric, he told 
The Associated Press. Fans 
can also use Qatar’s Metro 
rail system.

The bus fleet will shuttle 
passengers between main 
transport hubs and the eight 
stadiums where the match-
es will be held. Authorities 
held tests over the weekend 

involving some 1,800 buses 
without passengers.

Transport will be free 
for holders of the Hayya 
card issued by the govern-
ment, which is required for 
entry to stadiums. An ac-
companying app has a fea-
ture in which fans can plan 

their journeys.
All visitors to Qatar, 

even those not planning 
to attend the matches, will 
need a Hayya card to enter 
the country from Nov. 1 to 
Jan. 23. Cardholders will 
also be able to enter the 
United Arab Emirates and 

Oman.
This will be the first 

World Cup hosted by an 
Arab or Muslim nation. 
Qatar, a small emirate in 
the Persian Gulf, is among 
the wealthiest countries on 
earth thanks to its massive 
natural gas reserves.

and to help grow their self-confidence. 
It rewards the leading performers who 
have emerged from what were three 
high-quality tournaments,” Dr Shal-
low said. 

“At CWI, we have strengthened 
the development of young players, and 
we have increased investment in relat-
ed programs. This year we welcomed 
the return of age-group red-ball and 
white-ball tournaments as part of our 
very busy Summer of Cricket.”

The Rising Stars age group Cham-
pionships play a crucial role in the 
growth and development of the next 

generation of West Indian cricketers. 
The Championships are a key compo-
nent in the system for identifying the 
West Indies U19 Men’s and Women’s 
teams. 

This provides the best opportunity 
to thrive and develop further with the 
goal of feeding into the West Indies 
Senior Men’s and Women’s teams.

Rising Stars Teams of the Tourna-
ment:

Rising Stars Under-15: Darrius 
Batoosingh, Navin Boodwah, Shem 
Sargeant, Kemar Dixon, Brendan 
Boodoo, Matthew Miller, Pajay Nel-
son, Akobi Crichlow-Byer, Arif Khan, 

R’Jai Gittens, Arun Gainda; 12th man: 
Jorden Charles

Rising Stars Under-17: Stephan 
Pascal, Rampertab Ramnath, Jor-
dan Johnson, Joshua Dorne, Orlando 
James, Nathan Sealy, Divonie Joseph, 
Micah McKenzie, Nathan Edward, 
Solomon Bascombe, Jatario Prescod; 
12th man: Mavendra Dindyal

Rising Stars Under-19: Stephan 
Pascal, Rampertab Ramnath, Jordan 
Johnson, Ackeem Auguste, Joshua 
Dorne, Tarrique Edward, Nathan Ed-
ward, Carlon Bowen-Tuckett, Onaje 
Amory, Johann Layne, Isai Thorne; 
12th man: Mavendra Dindyal

cont’d from pg 22

Qatar tests out massive bus 
fleet ahead of World Cup

Buses are seen during a test run of massive bus fleet ahead of Qatar World Cup, in Doha, Qatar, 
Thursday, Sept. 22, 2022. Thani Al Zarraa, who is overseeing transport preparations, said some 
4,000 buses will be used during the tournament, which around 700 will be electric. (AP Photo/ 
Lujain Jo)
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Pointe FM became the first team 
to score over 100 points in the An-
tigua and Barbuda Basketball Asso-
ciation’s (ABBA) Cool and Smooth 
Business League on Monday night.

Pointe FM notched up their third 
win in six matches with a 111-39 
blow-out victory over Mill Reef in 
the feature game of a triple-header at 
the JSC Sports Complex.

Jesus Rodrigues shot a game-
high 28 points, Josue Hernandez 
sank 24 points, Danny Perez scored 
18 points, Daniel Perez contribut-
ed 14 points and Khalid Shabazz 
chipped in with 10 points for the vic-
tors.

Elliot Samuel produced 14 points 
and Kacy Williams scored 12 points 
for Mill Reef, who slipped to their 
fourth defeat in five encounters.

After winning their first two 

matches, Sledge O’Ballers lost their 
second successive match, suffering a 
narrow 51-53 loss against the Board 
of Education in the second game on 
Monday night.

Sharife Sargeant and Steadroy 
Graham each scored 15 points and 
Adissa “Ras I” Harris contributed 11 
points for Sledge O’Balllers.

Kareem Blair converted 17 
points, Earl Lavishere sank 12 points 
and Kirwan Peterson chipped in with 
10 points for the Board of Education.

Anjo Wholesale recorded their 
fourth win in five matches with an 
emphatic 72-45 victory over Ven-
dors in Monday’s opening encounter.

Cohen Desouza shot a game-high 
18 points and Xavier “Xman” Meade 
produced 13 points for Anjo Whole-
sale.

Azande Thomas and Craig Mas-

siah each scored eight points for the 
Vendors, who slipped to their second 
loss in five matches.

The business basketball league 
will continue with another tri-
ple-header at the JSC Sport Complex 
this evening (Wednesday).

 The Board of Education will 
tackle Fitzroy Rewinding at 6:30 
pm, Pointe FM will challenge Galley 
Bay Resort at 7:30 pm and Fearless 
Crew will face Sledge O’Ballers at 
8:30 pm.

In tomorrow’s triple-header at 
the same venue, the Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Centre will meet Vendors at 
6:30 pm, cupholders the Antigua and 
Barbuda Transport Board will take 
on Pointe FM at 7:30 pm and Graph-
ic Impact Shooters will clash with 
Eye Mobile Antigua Vision Care at 
8:30 pm.

Princess Margaret 
School had mixed for-
tunes on the opening day 
of matches in the Ministry 
of Sports Schools’ Knock-
out football competitions 
on Monday. 

Playing at home, Prin-
cess Margaret School 
was beaten 4-2 by Irene 
B. Williams Secondary 
in the boys’ division, but 
prevailed 2-1 against All 
Saints Secondary in the 
girls’ division.

Antioniel Campbell 
scored with a free-kick 

in the 3rd minute to give 
Irene B. Williams Second-
ary a 1-0 lead. Karique 
Knight doubled his team’s 
lead when he scored in the 
12th minute.

Princess Margaret re-
duced the deficit via a 
Tyrique Hughes conver-
sion in the 18th minute.

But Knight convert-
ed his second goal of the 
match in the 25th minute 
to restore Irene B. Wil-
liams Secondary School’s 
two-goal advantage.

Ralique Browne then 

scored in the 35th minute 
to give Irene B. Williams 
Secondary School a 4-1 
lead.

Hughes then convert-
ed his second goal of the 
game for Princess Marga-
ret School in the 53rd min-
ute, but they were unable 
to score anymore goals in 
the match and crashed out 
of the competition.

The girls of Princess 
Margaret School were 
more successful after fall-
ing behind in their en-
counter against All Saints 

Secondary.
A Kevoncia James 

conversion had given the 
All Saints girls a 1-0 lead, 
but Princess Margaret 
drew level when Gabri-
elle DeSuza scored their 
equalizer. 

Irresia Allen then sent 
the girls of All Saints 
Secondary crashing out 
of the competition when 
she scored the winner for 
Princess Margaret School 
late in the second half of 
the keenly contested af-
fair.

Mixed fortunes for PMS in 
schools’ knockout competition

Pointe FM scores over 100 
points in business league 
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Live Only on 
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Swetes FC and Tryum 
FC are the latest teams to 
secure their berths into the 
round of 16 of the Antigua 
and Barbuda Football Asso-
ciation’s (ABFA) Joma Ca-
ribbean, Cool and Smooth 
Knockout Cup competition.

Both teams recorded 
contrasting wins in their 
respective second- round 
matches at the ABFA’s 
Technical Centre at Payn-
ters on Monday evening.

An Ashani Lawrence 
10th minute conversion was 
sufficient to give Tryum 

FC a 1-0 victory over Fort 
Road FC in the first game 
of a double-header on Mon-
day.

Jondale Lewis and Ti-
quan Isaac each scored a 
brace to propel Swetes FC 
to a 6-2 victory against FC 
Master Ballerz in the other 
encounter on Monday.

A 9th minute conver-
sion by Shareem Williams 
gave FC Master Ballerz 
a 1-0 lead. But Lewis 
snatched Tryum’s equaliz-
er when he scored the first 
of his two goals in the 11th 

minute.
Tryum then took the 

lead when Isaac scored the 
first of his two goals in the 
15th minute.

Shamoy Carr extended 
his team’s advantage with 
a 20th minute conversion 
and Isaac then scored his 
second goal of the match 
in the 24th minute to give 
Tryum a 4-1 advantage.

Lewis then scored his 
second goal of the match 
in the 28th minute to give 
Tryum a 5-1 halftime lead.

 Avante Warner scored 

FC Master Ballerz’s second 
goal of the match in the 
85th minute and Kareem 
Benjamin then completed 
his team’s scoring with an 
89th minute conversion to 
seal Tryum’s victory.

Tryum and Swetes now 
join SAP FC, Empire FC, 
Garden Stars FC, All Saints 
United FC, Greenbay Hop-
pers FC, Grenades FC, Five 
Islands FC, Parham FC, 
Willikies FC, Pigotts Bul-
lets FC, Old Road FC, Villa 
Lions and Ottos Rangers 
FC in the round of 16.

when it comes to the men-
tal strength and so we have 
three coaches in that aspect. 
We have Ricky Christopher, 
who is always a tough and 
smart individual, Seth Bur-
ton and Denmore Roberts,” 
Benjamin said.

“So we will have these 
sessions and the players 
would have assignments 
that they would have to 
complete in terms of the 
mental training.

“So it is sort of a ho-
listic type of development 
programme and if we need 
special help for someone 
with a specific mental chal-
lenge, we would probably 
go outside of the club and 
get a specialist to do some 
work with that particular in-
dividual.

“But I think so far, Seth, 

Denmore and Ricky have 
been doing a good job. I 
think Ricky mostly focused 
on the mental challenges 
that is associated with play-
ing cricket from a psycho-
logical aspect. 

“Even though Denmore 
is not a trained psychologist, 
I think he understands what 
is required to get the players 
mentally stronger, mentally 
focused and get them to un-
derstand that making good 
decisions, right thinking 
and concentration are skills 
as well.” 

Benjamin said Liberta 
Blackhawks have also been 
utilizing the services of re-
nowned former Leeward 
Islands team manager Hugh 
Gore to conduct sessions 
with players, who become 
a little bit troublesome from 
time to time.

Swetes and Tryum advance 
in ABFA’s Knockout Cup

cont’d from pg 26
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There are several persons who 
have been playing vital roles in pre-
paring the young cricketers at the PIC 
Insurance Liberta Blackhawks Sports 
Club. 

The Blackhawks continued their 
dominance of local cricket by playing 
unbeaten to win all three major com-
petitions of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Cricket Association’s (ABCA) do-
mestic programme earlier this year.

In accordance with their annual 
programme, the players of the Lib-
erta Blackhawks commenced their 
off-season training earlier this month 
in preparation for next year’s domes-
tic cricket season.

President of the Liberta Black-
hawks Sports Club, former West In-
dies fast bowler Kenneth “Flipper” 
Benjamin, said several persons, in-
cluding some former players, are 
playing critical roles in the ongoing 
development of the current crop of 
young players.

“We have Justin ‘Rumple’ Joseph 
from All Saints, we have Gregg Mat-
thews, we have Dr. Jerry Simon, our 
physician, and there is Lennox ‘Fox’ 
Julian, who is very much a part of the 
sports club and is very much involved 
in all the sports because he still plays 
football and is very much a part of the 
cricket set-up as well,” Benjamin said. 

“Then there is Ian Gore and my-
self, who do most of the technical 
work and whenever Wilden ‘Pollo’ 
Cornwall is on island, he chips in as 
well.”

Liberta has long been established 
as one of the major producers of top 

Antigua and Barbuda’s national team 
cricketers, some of whom have gone 
on to represent the Leeward Islands at 
the regional level and the West Indies 
on the international scene.

During the past 40 years, the Lib-
erta team has easily been the most 
dominant cricket side domestically in 
the country.

Utilizing mainly a young squad 
throughout the season that ended ear-
lier this year, the Blackhawks com-
pleted their highly successful domes-
tic campaign by winning the ABCA’s 
Two-Day crown, the Super 40 cham-
pionship and the Cool & Smooth T20 
Explosion title.

Benjamin, however claims that 
Liberta Blackhawks Sports Club is 
not overly obsessed with winning 
competitions, but is more focused on 
the development of its players.

“I certainly stick by that because 
I think if you prepare well with quali-
ty preparation and you make sure that 
the players are developing their skills 
and are learning the game, they are 
going to win,” Benjamin stated.

“So what we are doing is not pre-
paring or training them to win, they 
will go out there on the field and do 
that. What we are trying to do, is to 
create that super athlete and that good 
sportsman and so forth.

“Nobody really wants to lose, 
but you are not going to win unless 
you have good people playing, peo-
ple who understand the game, people 
with good skills and can go out and 
can execute their game. So we prepare 
them for that, and once that is happen-

ing, they will win.”
Mental strength is an integral 

component in someone being able to 
overcome tough challenges and ulti-
mately achieving success. Benjamin 
said Liberta Blackhawks are utilizing 
three persons to provide support in 
helping players to develop their men-
tal strength. 

“We actually use three guys 

President of the Liberta Black Hawks 
Sports Club, former West Indies fast 
bowler, Kenneth ‘Flipper’ Benjamin. (Pho-
to courtesy Kenny Benjamin)

Black Hawks utilize key persons 
to aid players’ development 
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