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A whole new dining experience awaits you.

 Call us at 562-5724 | Whatsapp 736-7165

Ten months after Brittany Jno-Bap-
tiste was discovered standing over 
the lifeless body of Jane Finch in the 
woman’s Picadilly home, she has of-
ficially been charged with her murder.

Finch took to social media on the 
evening of 4th October, 2021, to make 
a desperate plea for help, posting that 
someone was forcing their way into 
her home. 

She said the attacker was trying to 
enter the house through a window they 
had broken.

Officers from the Dockyard Police 
Station responded to calls for help by 
persons who saw Finch's anguished 
post, but on arrival, they discovered 
her lifeless body with what appeared 
to be multiple stab wounds. 

Jno-Baptiste was in the house.

Initially, the murder accused wom-
an was charged with burglary and was 
declared unfit to stand trial following 
a psychiatric evaluation conducted by 
Dr. James King. 

Dr. King told the court at the time 
that the young woman had a psychi-
atric disorder and proposed that she 
undergo six months of treatment, after 
which she would be reevaluated.

The submission of the second re-
port was delayed until July, and while 
the contents are unknown, the latest 
development suggests that  Jno-Bap-
tiste is now competent to stand trial.

Jno-Baptiste, who has been con-
fined to Her Majesty’s Prison since 
last October, is expected to appear in 
the District B Magistrate’s Court to-
day, or at latest, by early next week.

At the time of her death Canadian 
born Jane Finch, who had made Anti-
gua and Barbuda her home for four de-
cades, worked as tour representative. 

Brittany Jno-Baptiste charged 
with Jane Finch's murder

Jane Finch
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The organisers of Car-

nival 2022 say they are 
overwhelmed with the suc-
cess of the event; the first 
since the coronavirus pan-
demic forced its cancella-
tion in 2020 and 2021. 

Both the organisers and 
the Royal Police Force of 
Antigua and Barbuda were 
unanimous in expressing 
pleasure that the return of 
the national festival oc-
curred without any ma-
jor incidents marring the 
event.

Police spokesman, In-
spector Frankie Thomas, 
reported that there were 
minor skirmishes during 
the festival, including two 
stabbings. 

In both cases, the in-
dividuals, who have not 
yet been identified, were 

rushed to the Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre and 
treated for non-life-threat-

ening wounds. 
They have all been re-

leased by the hospital.
A check with the traf-

fic and fire departments re-
vealed no reports of major 
incidents. 

Head of the Traffic De-
partment, Assistant Super-
intendent of Police Rodney 
Ellis, said that apart from 
the usual “fender benders”, 
there were no accidents 
that resulted in hospital-
isations or death over the 
Carnival weekend.

There was a heavy se-
curity presence during the 
carnival with the police re-
ceiving the support of the 
Antigua and Barbuda De-
fence Force.

Carnival 2022 free of major incidents

Inspector Frankie Thomas
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Leaders of Small Islands 
Developing States (SIDS) 
from the Pacific, Caribbean, 
and African, Indian Ocean 
and South China Sea states 
will converge at the Wadadli 
Action Platform to address 
the most critical issues that 
hinder Sustainable Develop-
ment in SIDS.

The two-day meeting, 
organised by the Alliance of 
Small Island States (AOSIS), 
in partnership with the Gov-
ernments of Denmark and the 
United Kingdom, will take 
place on August 8th and 9th, 
2022, in St. John’s. 

The event is billed as a 
solutions-oriented spring-
board for achieving the Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
(SDG) in SIDS. 

Presenters and partici-
pants will include Hon. Ab-
dulla Shahid, President of the 
United Nations General As-
sembly, Dr. Hyginus Leon, 
President of the Caribbean 
Development Bank, Dr. Na-
talia Kanem, the Executive 
Director of the United Na-
tions Population Fund, and 
other United Nations repre-
sentatives and SIDS global 
partners who will address the 
environmental, social, and 
economic factors which way-
lay SIDS’ advancement.

“Wadadli, meaning “our 
own”, signifies the leader-
ship of SIDS in pioneering 
tailored and sustainable solu-
tions, including through local 
and traditional knowledge,” 
said Sir Molwyn Joseph, 
Minister of Health, Wellness 

and the Environment for An-
tigua and Barbuda, who will 
lead the event in his role as 
Chair of AOSIS.

“Reeling from the af-
tershocks of the global pan-
demic and lockdowns which 
decimated the tourism sector 
on which many of our econo-
mies are based, SIDS require 
accelerated and concrete ac-
tion and tailored solutions for 
recovery. 

“Our countries also con-
tend with debilitating loss and 
damage from climate change 
impacts, with GDP losses 
from tropical cyclones alone, 
averaging at 3.7% per year. In 
response, the least amount of 
Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
funding compared to other 
regions was made available 
for SIDS last year – just 4% 
of total funding. Many SIDS 
are struggling to stay afloat, 
weighed down by onerous 
debt burdens which may now 
be exacerbated by the inter-
national market disturbance 
due to the armed conflict in 
Europe.

 “At the Wadadli Action 
Platform we aim to transform 
rhetoric and commitments for 
enhancing resilience in SIDS, 
into urgent and tangible ac-
tions to ensure our right to 
thrive,” he said.

With the stakes at an all-
time high for these devel-
oping and least-developed 
countries, the Wadadli Action 
Platform is set to put SIDS 
challenges in an international 
spotlight and enhance part-
nerships to strengthen long-
term resilience. 

The Platform aims to se-
cure new, actionable commit-
ments to address the issues 
in access to development fi-
nance that continue to plague 
SIDS, such as the long over-
due implementation of a Mul-
tidimensional Vulnerability 
Index (MVI) by the Interna-
tional Finance Institutions, to 
guide their concessional lend-
ing and debt restructuring 
policies. It will also serve as 
a critical marker on the road 
to the Fourth International 
Conference on SIDS in 2024, 

to take stock and identify key 
priorities and elements for 
the development of the new 
framework for SIDS. 

 The Wadadli Action Plat-
form agenda will focus on:

·       Environmental Resil-
ience in SIDS: Protecting the 
planet

o   Addressing the adverse 
impacts of climate change.

o   Addressing Marine 
Plastic Pollution for sustain-
ing Ocean-based Economies 
in SIDS. 

·       Economic Resilience 
in SIDS: Access to Develop-
ment Finance

o   Adoption and use of 
the Multidimensional Vul-
nerability Index; dissecting 
the interim report of the Ex-
pert Panel.

o   Solutions for debt sus-
tainability in SIDS.

·       Social Resilience in 
SIDS: Inclusive and enabling 
environments

o   Promoting formal and 
informal education, including 
through digital technologies.

o   Gender, youth, eco-
nomic empowerment and the 
inclusion of persons with dis-
ability.

·       The Fourth SIDS 
Conference: Setting the fu-
ture for sustainable develop-
ment

o   Monitoring implemen-
tation and strengthening na-
tional and regional statistical 
systems.

o   Priorities for the 
post-SAMOA Pathway de-
velopment – The Next SIDS 
Blueprint.

Historic Wadadli Action Platform set 
to advance action for SIDS’ resilience

Sir Molwyn Joseph will chair next week’s Alliance of Small Island 
States meeting here in St. John’s
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 Legendary pan maestro, 
Dr. Len ‘Boogsie’ Sharpe of 
Trinidad and Tobago, paid a 
courtesy call on Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne this 
week that inspired thought-
ful and emotional exchang-
es as they discussed Victor 
‘Babu’ Samuel in the pan-
theon of Caribbean culture 
and civilization.

Dr. Sharpe is in Antigua 
and Barbuda for the official 
funeral on Monday of local 
and Caribbean pan icon, 
Victor ‘Babu’ Samuel. 

PM Browne shared his 
thoughts on how pan has 
helped to shape the Carib-
bean’s cultural identity and 
Samuel’s role and contri-
bution to that continuing 
effort. 

Prime Minister Browne 
reflected on Samuel’s leg-
acy and contribution to the 
development of pan music 
in Antigua and Barbuda and 
the wider Caribbean. 

He described being 
around the Halcyon Steel 
Orchestra’s pan yard as a 
youth and experiencing 
Bubu’s mastery of the in-
strument. It was during this 
period that he developed a 
love for pan music. It also 
inspired his love for Halcy-
on Steel Orchestra which 
endures to this day.

Dr. Sharpe became very 
emotional as he highlighted 
the work and passion of his 
late friend, colleague, and 
bandmate. 

He recalled Bubu’s vis-
its to Trinidad and Tobago 
at his invitation and their 
many collaborations over 
the years. He described 
Samuel as a “gifted com-
poser and arranger” whose 
has left a void in the pan 
movement.

PM Browne confessed 
to engaging in spirited de-
bates with leading local 
pan enthusiasts in which 
he would always conclude 

that, when compared with 
his peers, “Babu is the 
best!”. 

Boogsie responded, “I 
back you with that!” as he 
noted that Babu stood out as 
he always “played from the 
heart”.

Executive member of 
Halcyon Steel Orchestra, 
Lauckland ‘Punchin” Jo-
seph, who accompanied Dr. 
Sharpe on the courtesy call, 
thanked the prime minister 
and the Cabinet for honour-
ing Samuel with an official 
funeral which will celebrate 
his life and achievements.

In June, the Cabinet of-
fered an Official Funeral to 
Victor “Babu” Samuel who 
died on June 28th, 2022 at 
age 64. 

The celebration of his 
life will take place at the An-
tigua Recreation Grounds 
(ARG) on Monday 8th Au-
gust 2022 at 2pm. His body 
will be interred at the Public 
Cemetery.

PM, ‘Boogsie’ Sharpe pay 
homage to Victor ‘Bubu’ Samuel

Prime Minister Gaston Browne, Dr. Len ‘Boogsie’ Sharpe and Lauckland ‘Punchin” Joseph

Prime Minister Gaston Browne with Dr. Len ‘Boogsie’ Sharpe
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The National Parks Au-
thority (NPA) has expressed 
its pleasure with the return 
of so many nationals this 
summer.  

In a statement on Thurs-
day, the NPA also expressed 
delight that the public re-
mains supportive and under-
standing of the importance 
of contributing to the Parks’ 
restoration and preservation 
programmes.   

The Park’s access fee 
of EC$10.00 has remained 
unchanged for nationals and 
residents for years, making 
it affordable and accessible 
to anyone desirous of vis-
iting the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.  

“We are encouraged that 
this rate is about the same or 
below for some of the most 
popular national parks and 
world heritage sites across 
the region,” the NPA said.

It was further disclosed 
that the extended special of-
fer of EC$50 for a one year 
pass for individuals and the 

Family Pass, which costs 
EC$200,  is still available to 
nationals and residents. 

A season pass, which 
expires at the end of the 
yachting season, is available 
at a cost of US$100 while 
a daily pass for visitors is 
US$15.

The revenues generated 
from these fees help to pay 
the employees who manage 
the diverse operations of 
the unique facilities, which 
include the maintenance of 
yachting facilities that make 
Antigua a major hub for the 
sector in the Caribbean.    

The NPA, a self-financ-
ing institution, ensures that 
its revenue goes directly 
to the renovation and res-
toration of the park and its 
facilities.   

The organisation also 
engages in several pro-
grammes that benefit the 
residents of English Har-
bour.   

The Park also plays a 
major role in the protection 
and management of Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s marine 
space and terrestrial park ar-
eas, waste management and 
keeping the areas around the 
major tourist attractions of 
English Harbour and Shirley 
Heights in pristine shape. 

Preservation work at Copper and Lumber 

Nelson’s Dockyard  
National Park stresses 

importance of entrance fee
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On Sunday, scores of 
people observed the 14th 
annual Watch Night gath-
ering at the Botanical Gar-
dens in commemoration of 
the 188 anniversary of the 
emancipation of enslaved 
peoples throughout the Brit-
ish West Indies. 

Some who attended 
described the event as “in-
vigorating”, “thought-pro-
voking” and “entertaining”, 
but most of all an honour-
able and fitting tribute to the 
millions who lost their lives 
during slavery and their de-
scendants who continue to 
suffer because of it. 

“This annual commem-
oration of Watch Night ac-
tivities is our way of paying 
homage to our forefathers 
who fought, bled, and sac-
rificed so we can enjoy the 
freedom we have today,” 
one member of the organ-
ising committee told Pointe 
Xpress. 

Participating in the cel-
ebrations were Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne, Min-
ister of Creative Industries, 
Dr. Michael Browne and 
Minister of Education and 
Sports, Daryll Matthew. 

Organised by the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Repara-
tions Support Commission 
(ABRSC), the celebrations 
included performances by 
calypsonians Sammie C 
and Richie Francis, reggae 
artist Zambai, the Ras Free-

man Nyhabingi drummers, 
the Royal Police Force Iron 
Band and poet Fayola Jar-
dine.

A special presentations 
were made by the Global 
Vice President of Aido Net-
work International, Ambas-
sador Ireneo Namboka of 
Uganda, and Heritage Re-
sources Officer of the Na-
tional Parks Authority, Des-
ley Gardner. 

There was also a special 
tribute to the late Ambassa-
dor Franklyn ‘King Frank-I’ 
Francis, who was an inte-
gral member of the Repara-
tions Movement in Antigua 
and Barbuda and the region. 

The Emancipation day 
was ushered in at 12:50am 
with renditions of the Negro 
Anthem and a performance 
by the police iron band. 

Egberta Joseph, the 
daughter of Orden and 
Khin Joseph, was called to 
the bar in the United King-

dom on 27th July, 2022 at 
the Honourable Society of 
the Middle Temple. Con-
gratulations!

Local News

Prime Minister Gaston Browne (centre) flanked by chairman of the Antigua and Barbuda Repara-
tions Support Commission, Dorbrene O'Marde and Ugandan ambassador, H. E. Ireneo Namboka

Watchnight gathering: 
A moving observance

A&B national called 
to the bar in the UK
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This year’s St. Paul’s se-
nior citizens summer excur-
sion is being hailed a success.

The event, which is spon-
sored by St. Paul’s MP E. 
P. Chet Greene, is designed 
to showcase developmental 
projects around the island to 
the seniors of the St. Paul’s 
who, due to their age and 
mobility, may not have the 
opportunity to visit these lo-
cations. 

Thursday’s excursion 
was welcomed by more than 
200 seniors as they toured 
the new UWI Five Islands 
Campus under the watch of 
Hyram Forde, a senior staff 
member at the university.  

A journey through St. 
John’s allowed them to see 

the new developments at 
Heritage Quay and the St. 
John’s Harbour.  Following 
this stop,they journeyed to 
the Chinese Embassy in Mar-
ble Hill. MP Greene praised 
the hospitality of the Chinese 
ambassador and her team 
who treated the visiting St. 
Paul’s seniors like royalty.

The seniors were also 
provided with an account of 
the operations at the West In-
dies Oil Company (WIOC), 
including the progressive 
ownership platform promot-
ed by Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne and the Antigua Bar-
buda Labour Party govern-
ment.

The tour ended with a 
surprise visit to Caribbean 

Cinemas on Friars Hill Road. 
Several seniors admitted that 
it was their first time visit-
ing the movies, while others 
remarked that it brought on 
welcomed nostalgia.

According to MP Greene, 
he is looking forward to next 
year’s activity with the senior 
members of his constituency 
as a trip to Barbuda is being 
planned.

Annual St. Paul’s senior citizens 
summer excursion a success
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“Without commitment, 
you will never start, but 
most importantly, without 
consistency, you will never 
finish!” - Denzel Washing-
ton 

This is one of the many 
quotes that Joella Charles 
lives by. Charles is the 
epitome of resilience, fo-
cus, commitment, determi-
nation, and an example of 
making dreams a reality. 

Charles matriculated 
into the prestigious Co-
lumbia University, a world 
renowned Ivy League insti-
tution, in New York City, in 
October, 2020, and in only 
one year, she graduated 
with Master’s degree in Ne-
gotiation, Mediation, and 
Conflict Resolution, with 
her lowest grade being an 
A-. 

She was also selected 
as a finalist to receive the 
Dean’s Excellence Award 
earlier this year. 

The young Antiguan and 
Barbudan prides herself in 
her ability to overcome the 
obstacles that appear along 
her journey and she urges 
anyone who has a dream to 
follow them, no matter the 
difficulties along the path. 

Charles, who gives God 
the credit for her accom-
plishments, extended thanks 
to her  parents, brothers, and 
her son Jordan for their un-
failing support. 

Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne and the government 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
have congratulated Charles 
on her latest milestone. 

Local News

Pointe Xpress Weekend Puzzle

Joella Charles 
continues to excel
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By Sir Ronald Sanders 
(The writer is Antigua and Barbu-

da’s Ambassador to the United States 
of America and the Organization of 
American States.   He is also a Senior 
Fellow at the Institute of Common-
wealth Studies, University of London, 
and Massey College in the University 
of Toronto) 

 
In the first part of this commentary, 

the conclusion was reached that the 
great ideals, set out in the 1973 Trea-
ty of Chaguaramas (the CARICOM 
Treaty) and its revision in 2001, re-
main unfulfilled.  But does this reality 
mean that, as the CARICOM project 
reaches its 50th anniversary next July, 
it has reached the limits of regional in-
tegration? 

The previous commentary showed 
that CARICOM expanded by adding 
new members (Suriname and Haiti), 
but it failed to deepen its integration 
arrangements, such that while it has 
been aspiring to become a Single Mar-
ket and Economy (SME) since 2001, 
it still has not established a Customs 
Union let alone a Common Market.   

The prevailing characteristic of 
CARICOM, apart from the agonizing-
ly slow pace of institutionalizing the 
machinery for integration, has been 
the jealous retention of “sovereign-
ty” by governments of the region. In 
other words, as the late, former Prime 
Minister of Barbados, Owen Arthur, 
put it disapprovingly: “[CARICOM] 
conceives of (itself) mainly as a com-
munity of sovereign states in which 
sovereignty is pooled but never ceded; 
with the nation-state being the locus 
of decision-making in respect of the 
implementation of regional commit-
ments”. 

However, it should not be believed 

that political leaders are the only per-
sons who cling to sovereignty (in oth-
er words, keeping all decision making 
at the national level).  Over the years, 
keen to maintain control over what 
they consider to be their own turf, bu-
reaucrats have also caused decisions to 
be delayed, deferred or made impos-
sible to implement.  The pull of local 
control remains greater than the push 
toward regional authority. 

The worst example of failure to 
operationalize fully a regional insti-
tution that CARICOM governments, 
themselves, established is the Carib-
bean Court of Justice (CCJ).  Upon 
its establishment, the CCJ was to be-
come the final appellate Court for all 
civil and criminal matters, replacing 
the British (and colonial) Privy Coun-
cil.  Epitomizing the inexplicable dis-
sonance that surrounds the attitude to 
the CCJ is that its headquarters is lo-
cated in Trinidad and Tobago, a coun-
try that has been independent since 
1962, and that has long severed the 
Queen as its Head of State in favour 
of becoming a Republic with a native 
President. Yet Trinidad and Tobago’s 
final appellate Court remains the Brit-
ish Privy Council because of internal 
politics.   

Only four CARICOM countries – 
Barbados, Belize, Dominica and Guy-
ana – recognize the CCJ as their final 
Court of Appeal.  Despite the celebra-
tion of independence and sovereignty, 
Caribbean politicians (on all sides) by 
their failure to explain the merits of 
the CCJ to their people - or by their de-
liberate misleading of them – sustain a 
contradiction. 

In part, this situation continues be-
cause the “nation state” in CARICOM 
has not collapsed, supported, as it is, 
by official development assistance 

from members of the international 
community; by international lenders 
who profit from loans to needy gov-
ernments; and by investors whose 
business models are based on over 
generous tax concessions by the state, 
motivated by competition between 
CARICOM states, especially in the 
tourism industry.    

Additionally, no CARICOM coun-
try has had to bear the full burden of 
national security that would come 
from the establishment of the military 
apparatus necessary to protect its bor-
ders and its sovereignty.   There has 
been little or no need for an air force, 
battle ships, armies or considerable 
armaments.   Up until Russia invad-
ed Ukraine, the borders, territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty of individual 
CARICOM countries, was protected 
by an international order and a UN 
Security Council that seemed to insure 
protection against military aggres-
sion.   Despite Russia’s action, CAR-
ICOM countries have not discussed 
their collective defence. Instead, they 
have repeated their desire for the Ca-

Has CARICOM reached its limits 
of regional integration?  Part 2 

Sir Ronald Sanders

cont’d on pg 12
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The Antigua and Barbuda Airport Authority (ABAA) is accepting applications for the position of 
HR Officer (Health & Safety).  ABAA is responsible for the management of V. C. Bird 
International Airport (VCBIA) and the Codrington Airport. 
 
The HR Officer (Health & Safety) will be responsible for minimizing or removing the risk of 
accidents, work-related illnesses, and injuries in the workplace. He/she will maintain the safety 
information of the Authority and promote safety compliance by shaping new protocols and 
strengthening existing health and safety policies. He/she will also ensure that the Authority 
adheres to occupational health and safety regulations set out by the government, OSHA, and 
other relevant industry bodies.  This position will also provide support to HR Labour Relations 
Management. 

 
The functions of the HR Officer (Health & Safety) will include: 

 Ensuring robust compliance to health and safety laws and organizational policies. 
 Completing risk assessments, site inspections, and internal audits. 
 Keeping abreast of ongoing legal matters – understanding how health and safety 

legislation can impact organizations and industry standards. 
 Investigating and recording workplace accidents and work-related illnesses, compiling 

reports where required. 
 Developing new health and safety policy procedures in line with existing rules and 

regulations. 
 Facilitate in-house training sessions to teach employees about company policies and 

health and safety issues. 
 Processing and administrating workmen’s compensation claims. 

 
Minimum Requirements 
 

 Bachelor’s Degree in Occupational Health & Safety, Business, an International Diploma 
in Occupational Health and Safety from NEBOSH or related equivalent. 

 Minimum three (3) years’ working experience in a similar role in a human resource 
environment, OR (4) years’ experience in a general business environment. 

 Good knowledge of the Antigua & Barbuda Labour Code. 
 Must be computer literate:  Competent in Microsoft Office Suite. 
 Accuracy and attention to detail. 
 Able to prioritize. 
 Willing to work under pressure. 
 Calm in stressful situations. 
 Good report writing skills. 
 Excellent time management skills. 

 
Please submit your cover letter and curriculum vitae to: 

Human Resources Manager 
Antigua & Barbuda Airport Authority 

V C Bird International Airport, P. O. Box 1051 
Coolidge, St. George’s, Antigua, W.I. 
E-mail:  hr@abairportauthority.com 

Website:  www.vcbia.com 
 
The deadline for receipt of applications is Tuesday 9, August 2022.  Only suitable applicants will be 
acknowledged. 
 
 

EXTERNAL VACANCY 
HUMAN RESOURCES (HR) OFFICER (HEALTH & SAFETY) 
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ribbean to be a “zone of 
peace”, expecting external 
actors to respect it, knowing 
fully well that the cost of 
defending themselves mili-
tarily is far beyond each of 
their means. 

Even at times of natural 
disasters, causing massive 
damage and economic rever-
sals, individual CARICOM 
countries have looked to the 
international donor com-
munity for help; borrowed 
money, thus increasing their 
national debt burden; and 
entered into financial ad-
justment programmes with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF).   In the latter 

case, they have been forced 
to cede aspects of the “sov-
ereignty” to which they 
cling within the CARICOM 
grouping.   

However, apart from 
the worthwhile, but under 
resourced, work of the Ca-
ribbean Disaster Emergen-
cy Management Agency, 
CARICOM is not able to re-
spond in the way in which, 
for instance, the single fed-
eral governments of the US 
or Canada are able to tackle 
disasters in states or prov-
inces. 

To be sure, in the 60 
years since Jamaica and 
Trinidad and Tobago be-
came independent states, 

leading to a procession of 
Caribbean countries doing 
the same, independence has 
allowed national govern-
ments to accelerate infra-
structural development and 
economic progress in many 
countries.  

Within the CARICOM 
group, Haiti, with its his-
tory of foreign occupation, 
exploitation, and succession 
of dictatorial and repressive 
governments, is the main 
exception.    

So, sovereignty has 
not been without its ben-
efits.  But the question re-
mains: how much further 
along the road to economic 
and social progress would 

CARICOM countries have 
been, had they not only 
pooled their sovereignty but 
also ceded aspects of it to a 
regional centre as occurred 
with the European Union? 

According to the latest 
IMF research, further liber-
alizing trade and labour mo-
bility in the region can gen-
erate significant economic 
benefits—potentially over 7 
percent of the region’s GDP 
in 2018. 

The February 2020 re-
search finds that “a 25-per-
cent reduction in non-tar-
iff barriers and trade costs 
within CARICOM and vis-
à-vis non-CARICOM trade 
partners can boost trade and 
improve welfare gain for all 
members—at about $6 bil-
lion, or 7.6 percent of the 
region’s GDP in 2018. It can 
also help restructure econo-
mies from contracting to 
expanding sectors, resulting 
in a net employment gain 
across the region”.   

The IMF report enti-
tled, “Is the Whole Greater 
than the Sum of its Parts? 
Strengthening Caribbean 
Regional Integration”, lays 
out solid research to estab-
lish that while the small 
size and supply constraints 
of these countries may po-
tentially limit benefits from 
economic integration, act-
ing as a group can enhance 
the scale, bringing wide-
spread benefits and helping 
the region further tap into 
global value chains.  

Part 3 next week will 
conclude this discussion. 

Responses and previ-
ous commentaries: www.
sirronaldsanders.com 

cont’d from pg 10
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By Dánica Coto
Near-record amounts 

of seaweed are smother-
ing Caribbean coasts from 
Puerto Rico to Barbados, 
killing fish and other wild-
life, choking tourism and 
releasing stinky, noxious 
gases.

More than 24 million 
tons of sargassum blanketed 
the Atlantic in June, shatter-
ing the all-time record, set 
in 2018, by 20%, according 
to the University of South 
Florida’s Optical Oceanog-
raphy Lab. And unusually 
large amounts of the brown 
algae have drifted into the 
Caribbean Sea.

A raggedy carpet of 
vegetation recently sur-
rounded an uninhabited is-
land near the French Carib-
bean territory of St. Martin 
that is popular with tourists, 
forcing officials to suspend 
ferry service and cancel 
kayaking, paddle boarding 
and snorkelling tours. The 
normally translucent tur-
quoise waters around Pinel 
Island turned into a prickly 
yellowish-brown slush.

Oswen Corbel, owner 
of Caribbean Paddling, said 
he had to close his St. Mar-
tin business on July 22 and 
doesn’t expect to reopen 
until late October. He es-
timated he has lost at least 
$10,000.

“Maybe I should give 
up. ... Sometimes I think I 
should go into the moun-
tains and herd sheep, but 

this is what I know to do,” 
he said. “What’s next? We 
had Hurricane Irma, we had 
COVID, we had the sargas-
sum, and now I’m pretty 
scared of global warming.”

Scientists say more re-
search is needed to deter-
mine why sargassum levels 
in the region are so high, but 
the United Nations’ Carib-
bean Environment Program 
said possible factors include 
a rise in water tempera-
tures as a result of climate 
change, and nitrogen-laden 
fertiliser and sewage that 
nourish the algae.

“This year has been the 
worst year on record,” said 
Lisa Krimsky, a university 
researcher with Florida Sea 
Grant, a programme aimed 
at protecting the coast. “It is 
absolutely devastating for 

the region.”
She said large masses 

of seaweed have a severe 
environmental impact, with 
the decaying algae altering 
water temperatures and the 
pH balance and leading to 
declines in seagrass, coral 
and sponges.

“They’re essential-
ly being smothered out,” 
Krimsky said.

The “golden tide” also 
has hit humans hard.

The concentration of al-
gae is so heavy in parts of 
the eastern Caribbean that 
the French island of Gua-
deloupe issued a health 
alert in late July. It warned 
some communities about 
high levels of hydrogen sul-
phide gas emanating from 
the huge rotting clumps of 
seaweed. The gas, which 

smells like rotten eggs, can 
affect people with breathing 
problems such as asthma.

The Biden adminis-
tration declared a federal 
emergency after the U.S. 
Virgin Islands warned last 
month of unusually high 
amounts of sargassum clog-
ging machinery at a desali-
nation plant near St. Croix 
that is struggling to produce 
water and meet demand 
amid a drought.

In addition, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands’ electricity 
generating station relies on 
ultra-pure water from the 
desalination plant to reduce 
emissions. The loss of such 
water would force the gov-
ernment to use a type of 
diesel fuel that is more ex-
pensive and in limited sup-

Environment
Record amount of seaweed is 

choking shores in the Caribbean

Lakes Beach is covered in sargassum in St. Andrew along the east coast of Barbados, Wednes-
day, July 27, 2022. More than 24 million tons of sargassum blanketed the Atlantic in June, up 
from 18.8 million tons in May, according to a monthly report published by the University of South 
Florida’s Optical Oceanography Lab that noted “a new historical record.” (AP Photo/Kofi Jones)

cont’d on pg 14
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ply, officials said.
Chuanmin Hu, an 

oceanography professor 
at the University of South 
Florida who helps produce 
the seaweed reports, said 
sargassum levels for the 
eastern Caribbean were at a 
near-record high this year, 
second only to those report-
ed in July 2018. Levels in 
the northern Caribbean are 
at their third-highest level, 
he said.

Experts first noted large 
amounts of sargassum in the 
Caribbean Sea in 2011, and 
the problem has occurred 
practically every year since 
then.

“We don’t know if this 
is a new normal,” Krimsky 
lamented.

Sargassum in modera-
tion helps purify water and 
absorb carbon dioxide and 
is a key part of the habi-
tat for fish, turtles, shrimp, 
crabs and other creatures. 
It is also used in fertiliser, 
food, biofuel, construction 
materials and medicinal 
products.

But it is bad for tourism 
and the environment when 
too much accumulates just 
offshore or on beaches.

“This is the worst we’ve 
ever seen it for sure,” said 
Melody Rouveure, general 
manager for a tour compa-

ny in the Dutch Caribbean 
territory of St. Maarten, 
which shares an island with 
St. Martin. “It did ruin my 
personal beach plans.”

On Union Island, which 
is part of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, the seaweed in-
vasion has forced some re-
sorts in recent years to close 
for up to five months.

Masses of sargassum 
also have strangled the Ca-
ribbean’s fishing industry. 
It damages boat engines 
and fishing gear, prevents 
fishermen from reach-
ing their vessels and fish-
ing grounds and leads to a 
drop in the number of fish 
caught. Barbados, where 

the beaches are piled with 
reddish-brown seaweed, 
has been hit especially hard.

An overabundance of 
sargassum was blamed for 
the recent deaths of thou-
sands of fish in the French 
Caribbean island of Mart-
inique. It also has activists 
concerned about the plight 
of endangered turtles. Some 
are dying at sea, entangled 
in the seaweed or unable to 
lay their eggs because of the 
mat of algae over the sand.

In the Cayman Islands, 
officials launched a trial 
programme in which crews 
pumped more than 2,880 
square feet (268 square me-
tres) of seaweed out of the 
water. But on Tuesday, the 
government announced it 
suspended the project, say-
ing the seaweed had de-
composed so much that it 
had rendered the pumping 
useless.

Some island nations use 
heavy machinery to remove 
seaweed from the beach, but 
scientists warn that causes 
erosion and can destroy the 
nests of endangered turtles.

Many Caribbean islands 
are struggling financially 
and do not have the means 
to clear the vast amounts of 
seaweed.

Gov. Albert Bryan of 
the U.S. Virgin Islands 
said he asked President 
Joe Biden to declare a fed-
eral emergency for the en-
tire three-island territory, 
not just St. Croix, but that 
didn’t happen. Bryan said 
he is now trying to find lo-
cal funds to clean beaches, 
“but a lot of things need 
money right now.”

Environment
cont’d from pg 13
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Three United Nations 
agencies have formed a 
global alliance to prevent 
new HIV infections and 
ensure that by 2030 all 
HIV-positive children can 
get access to lifesaving 
treatment.

The UN said while 
more than three-quarters of 
all adults living with HIV 
are receiving some kind of 
treatment, the number of 
children doing so, stands at 
only 52 percent.

In response to this “star-
tling disparity,” the UN said 
the new Global Alliance 
for Ending AIDS in Chil-
dren by 2030, comprising 
UN agencies, civil society 
groups, governments, and 
international partners, was 
announced at the landmark 
International AIDS Confer-
ence, which ended in Cana-
da, on Tuesday.

Regarding the Caribbe-
an, there were an estimated 
330,000 people living with 
HIV last year and the UN 
said from 2010 to 2021, 
AIDS-related deaths in the 
region declined by 50 per-
cent.

There were 5700 deaths 
last year and new HIV in-
fections decreased by 28 
percent since 2010. An es-
timated 14,000 people con-
tracted HIV during 2021, 
translating into 270 new 
HIV infections every week 
in the Caribbean.

“While the Caribbean 
has not had the increase in 

new infections experienced 
in other regions, the rate of 
decline is far too slow,” ex-
plained Luisa Cabal, UN-
AIDS Director of the Latin 
America and Caribbean Re-
gional Support Team.

The UN said the Carib-
bean is second to sub-Saha-
ran Africa for the prevalence 
of HIV, the virus that causes 
AIDS.

Addressing the confer-
ence, Limpho Nteko from 
Lesotho shared her jour-
ney from a surprise HIV 
diagnosis to pioneering the 
women-led mothers2moth-
ers programme to combat 
gestational transmission of 
HIV.

Pregnant when diag-
nosed, Nteko highlighted 
the importance of commu-
nity leadership in combating 
HIV.

“To succeed, we need 

a healthy, informed gener-
ation of young people who 
feel free to talk about HIV, 
and to get the services and 
support they need to protect 
themselves and their chil-
dren from HIV”, she told 
delegates.

The UN said Netko’s 
emphasis on communi-
ty leadership will now be 
backed by the resources of 
an international coalition.

The UN said stake-
holders in the alliance have 
identified four pillars of 
collective action, close the 
treatment gap among breast-
feeding adolescent girls and 
women living with HIV 
and optimise the continuity 
of treatment; prevent and 
detect new HIV infections 
among pregnant and breast-
feeding adolescent girls and 
women; promote accessible 
testing, optimised treatment, 

Health & Wellness
New global alliance launched 

to end AIDS in children by 2030
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By Jake Coyle
In a highly unusual 

move that rattled Holly-
wood, Warner Bros. axed 
the “Batgirl” film planned 
for HBO Max, opting to 
shelve the $90 million film 
as the reorganised studio 
revamps its approach to 
streaming and DC Comics 
films.

The studio ultimately 
decided the nearly com-
pleted “Batgirl” didn’t 
merit either a streaming de-
but or a theatrical release. 
Warner Bros. instead is 
choosing to entirely write 
off the film starring “In the 
Heights” star Leslie Grace 

as Batgirl and co-starring 
Michael Keaton (returning 
as Batman), J.K. Simmons 
and Brendan Fraser. It was 
directed by Adil El Arbi 
and Bilall Fallah. Produc-
tion wrapped in April.

Warner Bros.’ decision, 
one without any obvious 
parallel in recent Holly-
wood history, sent shock-
waves through the indus-
try. When a movie doesn’t 
meet a studio’s expecta-
tions, it’s typically sold 
off or dumped quietly with 
little fanfare. “Batgirl,” 
greenlit before WarnerMe-
dia’s merger with Discov-
ery Inc., will instead sim- ply not see the light of day.

“The decision to not 
release Batgirl reflects our 
leadership’s strategic shift 
as it relates to the DC uni-
verse and HBO Max,” a 
Warner Bros. spokesperson 
said in a statement, adding 
that Grace is “an incredi-
bly talented actor and this 
decision is not a reflection 
of her performance.”

The filmmakers learned 
of the studio’s decision 
shortly before the story 
broke late Tuesday. An 
early cut of “Batgirl” had 
recently undergone one 
test screening. And while 
its scores weren’t good, 
poor test results haven’t 
been infrequent for Warner 
Bros.’ DC releases nor has 
post-production drama. 
Zack Snyder’s “Justice 
League” was recut and re-
shot by Joss Whedon before 
a fan campaign led to the 

eventual HBO Max release 
of an edit by Snyder. The 
badly received 2016 “Sui-
cide Squad” was followed 
by James Gunn’s similarly 
titled 2021 relaunch “The 
Suicide Squad.”

“We are saddened and 
shocked by the news. We 
still can’t believe it,” El 
Arbi and Fallah said in a 
statement Wednesday. “As 
directors, it is critical that 
our work be shown to au-
diences, and while the film 
was far from finished, we 
wish that fans all over the 
world would have had the 
opportunity to see and em-
brace the final film them-
selves. Maybe one day 
they will insha’Allah (if 
God wills).”

The directors signed 
their statement, posted on 
Instagram, “Batgirl For 
Life.”

CPL  2022

Live Only on 

3 1 s t  A u g u s t  -
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Entertainment
Warner Bros. axes ‘Batgirl,’   

won’t release $90M HBO Max film

Leslie Grace arrives at a screening of "In the Heights" during the 
Los Angeles Latino International Film Festival on June 4, 2021. 
Warner Bros. has axed the $90 million “Batgirl” film planned for 
HBO Max, according to a person connected with the film who 
was not authorised to speak publicly about it. (Photo by Richard 
Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)

cont’d on pg 17
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By Lynn Elber
Keanu Reeves will star 

in a TV adaptation of “The 
Devil in the White City,” the 
bestselling nonfiction thrill-
er about ambition, a killer 
and the 1893 World’s Fair in 
Chicago.

Reeves will portray 
Daniel H. Burnham, an ar-
chitect “trying to make his 
mark on history” with his 
designs for the fair, Hulu 
said in announcing the lim-
ited series Thursday. 

The other central role, 
that of convicted murderer 
Dr. H.H. Holmes, has yet to 
be cast, the streaming ser-
vice said.

Erik Larson’s novel-
istic-style account of the 
fair — formally called the 
World’s Columbian Expo-

sition — was published in 
2003. The fair’s nickname 
was White City, stemming 
from the colour of many of 
its building exteriors.

Various Hollywood 
players circled the book, 

and Leonardo DiCaprio ac-
quired the rights in 2010, 
with the aim of starring 
in a big-screen version as 
Holmes. Martin Scorsese 
reportedly was set to direct.

Scorsese, DiCaprio and 

Reeves are among the se-
ries’ producers. There was 
no immediate word of an 
on-screen role for DiCap-
rio in the Hulu project, and 
its release date was not an-
nounced.

Reeves has worked al-
most exclusively in films, 
including the “Matrix” and 
“John Wick” franchises. 
He took an excursion into 
TV with “Swedish Dicks,” 
a 2016-18 comedy series 
about Swedish private eyes 
in which Reeves made brief 
appearances.

Holmes, born Herman 
Webster Mudgett, was 
linked to and confessed to a 
number of murders. He was 
convicted and sentenced to 
death for only one and was 
executed in 1896.

Late Wednesday, Grace posted 
on Instagram that she was proud of 
the work that went into “Batgirl.”

“I feel blessed to have worked 
among absolute greats and forged re-
lationships for a lifetime in the pro-
cess!” wrote Grace. 

“To every Batgirl fan –- THANK 
YOU for the love and belief, allow-
ing me to take on the cape and be-
come, as Babs said best, ‘my own 
damn hero!’”

Under new Warner Bros. Discov-
ery chief executive David Zaslav, 
Warner Bros. is shifting its strategy 
on film releases and trimming costs. 
Under previous chief executive Ja-
son Kilar and partly as a pandemic 
response, the studio implemented 
day-and-date releases in 2021, open-

ing films simultaneously in theatres 
and on HBO Max. Other films, like 
“Batgirl,” were produced solely for 
HBO Max.

This year, Warner Bros. has re-
turned to exclusive theatrical win-
dows for at least 45 days before 
sending movies to HBO Max. While 
“Batgirl” isn’t as pricey as many su-
perhero films, which typically cost 
$150-200 million to make, it’s a big-
ger budget movie for an HBO Max 
title. 

Zaslav has maintained larger 
budgeted movies are best served by 
a theatrical rollout. 

But marketing a movie like “Bat-
girl” for that kind of release would 
require tens of millions more. War-
ner Bros. Discovery is set to report 
second-quarter earnings Thursday.

Warner Bros. also shelved 
“Scoob!: Holiday Haunt,” an al-
most-completed sequel to 2020’s 
“Scoob!” Producer and writer Tony 
Cervone confirmed in an Instagram 
post that “the movie is practically 
finished and turned out beautifully. I 
am beyond heartbroken.”

The “Batgirl” cancellation comes 
as Warner Bros. is trying to revamp 
its DC Films operations. 

While “The Batman” earlier this 
year performed well with $770.8 mil-
lion in ticket sales, Warners’ DC re-
leases have been erratic and plagued 
by controversy. “The Flash,” sched-
uled for release next June, stars Ezra 
Miller who has been arrested twice 
this year in Hawaii, in a disorderly 
conduct case and on suspicion of as-
sault.

Entertainment
Keanu Reeves takes rare 

TV role in historical thriller
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A Louisiana judge has 
refused to set any bond for 
rapper Mystikal, who is ac-
cused of raping and choking 
a woman at his home out-
side Baton Rouge.

State District Judge Ste-
ven Tureau ruled on Tues-
day that evidence against 
51-year-old Michael Tyler, 
his past history and the vic-
tim’s fears met the standard 
for holding him without 
bail, The Advocate reported.

Tyler served six years in 
prison after pleading guilty 
in 2003 to sexual battery. 
In December 2020, pros-
ecutors in Caddo Parish, 
in northwest Louisiana, 
dropped rape and kidnap-
ping charges that had kept 
him jailed for 18 months.

He was not convicted 
of other charges, includ-
ing marijuana possession 
and misdemeanour domes-
tic violence, that had been 
brought against him since 
the mid-1990s, the newspa-
per reported.

Defense attorney Roy 
Maughan Jr., who had asked 
for $250,000 bond, main-
tained that Tyler is innocent 
of the most recent charges, 
including rape and domestic 
abuse battery by strangula-
tion. But he told the news-
paper after the hearing that 
Tyler probably won’t appeal 
the bond ruling.

Maughan tried unsuc-
cessfully to get the court 
record to reflect that Tyler 
made all of his court dates 

in those cases and, as a ce-
lebrity, would have a hard 
time evading capture if he 
fled. He had been released 
on $3 million bond in Feb-
ruary 2019, nearly two 
years before the Caddo Par-
ish charges were dropped.

Mystikal, who grew 
up in New Orleans and 
now lives in Prairieville, 
is accused of attacking the 
woman, taking her keys and 
holding her against her will, 
according to an arrest war-
rant.

Sheriff’s Detective Gar-
rett Keith testified Tuesday 
that the woman went to Ty-
ler’s home about 8 p.m. Sat-
urday to talk about alleged 

financial commitments he 
had made to her.

He said the woman 
reported that Tyler’s be-
haviour changed abruptly 
after he went into the bath-
room and returned: He ac-
cused her of stealing cash, 
choked her and pulled out 
her hair, Keith testified.

Tyler later apologized, 
prayed with her and threw 
rubbing alcohol on her to 
cleanse her “bad spirits” be-
fore raping her, Keith testi-
fied.

Maughan’s cross-exam-
ination tried to show that 
the prayer and apology indi-
cated that things were calm-
er and the woman wasn’t 

afraid, the newspaper re-
ported.

Keith later told prose-
cutors that the woman was 
“praying for her safety” and 
didn’t know what Tyler said.

The woman was cut and 
bruised, and deputies found 
some of her braids, an ear-
ring and a broken nail in the 
house, the detective said. 
Some wounds were consis-
tent with rape, he said.

Maughan also cross-ex-
amined Keith about whether 
and how the woman had ob-
jected to sex. Keith quoted 
her as saying Tyler’s threats 
had made her afraid to ob-
ject at first, but she later 
clearly told him “no.”

Entertainment

Rapper Mystikal poses for a portrait in Baton Rouge, La., Jan. 22, 2021. Mystikal was jailed in 
Louisiana on Monday, Aug. 1, 2022, accused of rape more than a year after prosecutors dropped 
charges that had kept him jailed for 18 months in another part of the state. (AP Photo/Rusty Cos-
tanza, File)

Rapper Mystikal, accused of 
rape, denied bond by judge
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AP - The driver in a hit-and-run 
crash that killed the father of rapper 
Nicki Minaj last year was sentenced 
Wednesday to a year in jail, in keeping 
with a promise the judge made when 
the man pleaded guilty in May.

Charles Polevich, who pleaded 
guilty to leaving the scene and tam-
pering with evidence in the crash on 
New York’s Long Island that killed 
Robert Maraj, was also ordered to pay 
a $5,000 fine and had his driver’s li-
cence suspended for six months.

Polevich’s lawyer, Marc Gann, 
suggested his client may have had a 
medical issue at the time of the crash 
and that he wasn’t fully aware of what 
had happened when he fled.

Polevich, 72, said in court that he’s 
“been heartsick since realising the ex-
tent of the tragedy” and that there was 
“no excuse” for his behaviour.

Maraj’s widow, Carol Maraj, said 
in court that Polevich had left her hus-
band “like a dog on the street” and 
that sparing him a longer jail sentence 
was a “slap in the face for the family,” 
Newsday reported.

Polevich struck Maraj, 64, while 
Maraj was walking along Roslyn Road 
in Mineola in February 2021. Polevich 
stopped briefly to ask Maraj if he was 
OK, but didn’t call for help, prosecu-
tors said.

Instead, Polevich went home, 
parked the car — a white, 1992 Vol-
vo station wagon — in his garage and 
covered it with a tarp, prosecutors 
said. Maraj was taken to a hospital and 
pronounced dead the next day.

Prosecutors sought a sentence of 
one to three years behind bars, but 
Nassau County Judge Howard Sturim 
said in May, when Polevich pleaded 
guilty, that he would get “no more than 
one year in jail.”

Brendan Brosh, a spokesperson for 
the Nassau County district attorney’s 
office, said that “given the severity of 
the defendant’s conduct,” prosecutors 
felt a stiffer sentence was warranted.

“We continue to express our con-
dolences to the family of Robert 
Maraj,” Brosh said.

Gann asked for a 90-day jail sen-
tence, arguing that other factors out-
side of Polevich’s control were par-
tially to blame for the crash, including 
road construction, street lights that 
weren’t working and Maraj’s physical 
condition.

Maraj’s widow, Carol Maraj, is su-
ing Polevich over the crash.

Polevich, who had been splitting 
time between Long Island and Guam, 
where he runs a drilling and water pu-
rification business, surrendered to po-
lice a few days after the crash.

Detectives said they used pieces 
of surveillance video to track the Vol-
vo involved in the crash to Polevich’s 
Mineola home.

Nicki Minaj, the platinum-selling, 
Grammy-nominated rapper of “Ana-
conda,” “Super Bass” and other hits, 
was born Onika Tanya Maraj in Trini-
dad and was raised in Queens.

In a post on her website, Minaj, 
39, called her father’s death “the most 
devastating loss of my life.”

Entertainment
Driver gets one year in jail in 
death of Nicki Minaj’s father

Charles Polevich at the Nassau County Courthouse for sentencing on Wednesday, 
Aug. 3, 2022, in Mineola, N.Y. Polevich, the driver in a hit-and-run crash that killed the 
father of rapper Nicki Minaj last year has been sentenced to a year in jail. Polevich, 
who pleaded guilty to leaving the scene and tampering with evidence in the crash on 
New York’s Long Island, was also ordered Wednesday to pay a $5,000 fine and had 
his driver’s licence suspended for six months. (Howard Schnapp/Newsday via AP)
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Regional News

CMC - Police in The Ba-
hamas are seeking to iden-
tify a child, whose body, 
clad only in underwear, was 
found in a pond near the 
Oakes Field Sports Centre 
Golf Academy on Tuesday.

Police said they believe 
the child had been there for 
at least 24 hours. He is one 
of three persons who report-
edly drowned on Tuesday.

Police press liaison of-
ficer, Chief Superintendent, 
Chrislyn Skippings, told 
reporters they had received 
a report late on Tuesday re-
garding the discovery of the 
body.

She said officers re-
sponded and discovered 
the “body of a male partial-
ly submerged in the pond 
here,” and that “the body 
appears to be that of a child 
within the ages of 10 to 12.”

The police said they are 
trying to determine the iden-
tity of the child and that pri-
or to the discovery had not 
received any reports per-
taining to a missing child.

“I wish to send a firm 
message to parents that you 
need to know where your 
children are. You need to 
ensure that your children 
are always with a responsi-
ble adult,” Skippings said, 
adding the police have a ze-
ro-tolerance approach when 
it comes to child neglect.

“If our investigation re-
veals that (in) this particular 
incident that there was some 
form of child neglect you 
will see the parent or par-

ents being charged in con-
nection with this matter. We 
have a zero-tolerance ap-
proach when it comes to our 
darlings, the children. Chil-
dren are our future, and we 
are supposed to look out for 
these children,” she added.

Meanwhile, police have 
also confirmed that two 
people, including a woman, 
drowned on Tuesday.

In the first incident, po-
lice said a woman on An-
dros died after attempting 
to rescue a child who was 

Police retrieve the body of the unidentified boy from the pond

Bahamas Police investigating 
discovery of child’s body in a pond

cont’d on pg 22
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CMC - The Belize gov-
ernment has confirmed that 
concerns raised by the bank-
ing community have led to 
the Cannabis and Industrial 
Hemp Control and Licens-
ing Bill 2022 being tempo-
rarily shelved despite going 
through all the states in Par-
liament.

Home Affairs and New 
Growth Industries Minister, 
Kareem Musa, was asked 
by reporters to comment on 
his reluctance to admit that 
banking sector concerns 
would present a roadblock 
to the bill.

“Cannabis legalisation 
is taking place all across 
the Caribbean. Like the rest 
of the Caribbean, Belize 
always has correspondent 
banking concerns. 

“As you recall with the 
offshore sector, we had to 
make certain regulations 
and adjustments to comply 
with the European Union so 
that we were not blacklisted.

“So, correspondent 
banking is a live issue at 
all times for Belize and the 
Caribbean, but what I can 

tell you is that countries like 
Jamaica, and Antigua are 
moving towards it, Trini-
dad is about to pass their 
legislation, and St. Vincent, 
those countries are moving 
towards the legalisation of 
cannabis.”

Musa acknowledged 
that the cannabis industry 
is a cash industry, “so when 
you ask me about banking, 
banking does not come into 
the picture unless you are 
banking your cannabis dol-
lars.

“So, even in the Carib-
bean, and the great United 
States where it is a US$92 
billion-dollar industry, it is a 
cash industry. 

“So, individuals who 
are engaged in the cannabis 
sector do not go and deposit 
their funds in the bank. That 
does not happen even in 
America.

Musa also indicated that 
the government’s primary 
reason for putting a pause on 
the cannabis legislation is 
the five million dollars (One 
Belize dollar=US$0.49 
cents) price tag attached to 

the execution of a cannabis 
referendum.

Last month, the Be-
lize Coalition of Churches 
(BCC) said it would soon 
be putting forward its cam-
paign after meeting the 
threshold for triggering a 
referendum on the issue of 
cannabis legalisation that 
could take place in Septem-
ber this year.

Under the Referendum 
Act, a referendum may be 
triggered when a petition re-
ceives the signatures of ten 
percent of the voting popu-
lation.

Chief Elections Officer 
Josephine Tamai said the 
threshold to trigger the ref-
erendum had been met.

The House of Represen-
tatives has debated the in-
troduction of a supplemen-
tary allocation to cover the 
cost of the upcoming canna-
bis referendum with Prime 
Minister John Briceño say-
ing his administration has to 
find the five million dollars 
that it didn’t budget for in its 
recent national budget.

Regional News

drowning. A man was able to rescue the 
child, but the woman was found in an un-
responsive state a short time later. She was 
taken to the local clinic, where she was 
pronounced dead.

In the second incident, the body of a 
boy, who police on Grand Bahama had 

been searching for since Monday, was 
pulled from waters in Deadman’s Reef.

“On Tuesday … shortly after 5 p.m., 
a team of officers along with other indi-
viduals assisted with the search of the wa-
ter near Paradise Cove, Deadman’s Reef, 
where the lifeless body of a juvenile male 
was pulled from the waters,” police said.

cont’d from pg 21

Belize gov’t hints at banking 
concerns for temporarily 
shelving marijuana bill

Home Affairs and New Growth Industries Minister, Kareem 
Musa (File Photo)
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AP - Former Puerto 
Rico Gov. Wanda Vázquez 
was arrested Thursday on 
bribery charges related to 
the financing of her 2020 
campaign, the latest hit 
to an island with a long 
history of corruption that 
brought fresh political up-
heaval to the U.S. territory.

Vázquez is accused 
of engaging in a bribery 
scheme from December 
2019 through June 2020 
— while she was governor 
— with several people, in-
cluding a Venezuelan-Ital-
ian bank owner, a former 
FBI agent, a bank president 
and a political consultant.

“I am innocent. I have 
not committed any crime,” 
she told reporters. ”I as-
sure you that they have 
committed a great injustice 
against me.”

The arrest embarrassed 
and angered many in Puer-
to Rico who believe the is-
land’s already shaky image 
has been further tarnished, 
leaving a growing num-
ber of people who have 
lost faith in their local of-
ficials to wonder wheth-
er federal authorities are 
their only hope to root out 
entrenched government 
corruption. Concern over 
previous corruption cases 
led to a delay in federal aid 
for Puerto Rico after Hur-
ricane Maria as the U.S. 
government implemented 
more safeguards.

Thursday’s arrest also 

was a blow to Vázquez’s 
pro-statehood New Pro-
gressive Party, which is 
pushing to hold a referen-
dum next year in a bid to 
become the 51st U.S. state.

Vázquez was the sec-
ond woman to serve as 
Puerto Rico’s governor 
and the first former gover-
nor to face federal charges. 

Former Gov. Aníbal 
Acevedo Vilá of the op-
posing Popular Democrat-
ic Party was charged with 
campaign finance viola-
tions while in office and 
was found not guilty in 
2009. He had been the first 
Puerto Rico governor to be 
charged with a crime in re-
cent history.

“For the second time in 
our history, political pow-
er and public office are 
used to finance an electoral 
campaign,” said José Luis 
Dalmau, president of Ace-
vedo’s party. “Using the 
power of the government 
to advance political agen-
das is unacceptable and 
an affront to democracy in 
Puerto Rico.”

Vázquez’s consultant, 
identified as John Blake-
man, and the bank presi-
dent, identified as Frances 
Díaz, have pleaded guilty 
to participating in the brib-
ery scheme, according to 
the U.S. Department of 
Justice.

In early 2019, the inter-

national bank owned by Ju-
lio Martín Herrera Velutini 
was being scrutinised by 
Puerto Rico’s Office of the 
Commissioner of Finan-
cial Institutions because 
of transactions authorities 
believed were suspicious 
and had not been reported 
by the bank.

Authorities said Her-
rera and Mark Rossini, 
the former FBI agent who 
provided consulting ser-
vices to Herrera, alleged-
ly promised to financially 
support Vázquez’s 2020 
campaign for governor in 
exchange for Vázquez dis-
missing the commissioner 
and appointing a new one 

Governor Wanda Vazquez gives a press conference to announce the extension of the COVID-19 
curfew, while detailing the new sectors of the country that may resume operations, as part of a 
new executive order in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Thursday, May 21, 2020. According to an official 
who was not authorised to talk about the federal case, Vazquez was arrested on Aug. 3, 2022 in 
the U.S. territory on federal corruption charges. (AP Photo/Carlos Giusti, file)

Ex Puerto Rico Gov. Wanda 
Vázquez charged with bribery

cont’d on pg 24
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of Herrera’s choosing.

Authorities said Vázquez accept-
ed the bribery offer and in February 
2020 demanded the commissioner’s 
resignation. 

She then was accused of appoint-
ing a former consultant for Herre-
ra’s bank as the new commissioner 
in May 2020. After the move, offi-
cials said Herrera and Rossini paid 
more than $300,000 to political con-
sultants to support Vázquez’s cam-
paign.

A flurry of messages exchanged 
during that time between people in-
volved in the case included a heart 
emoji attached to the commission-
er’s resignation letter and three 
sealed lips emojis when someone 
provided Rossi’s name to Vázquez, 
who requested the name of “the guy 
from the FBI.” 

In addition, Herrera texted Ros-

sini about the need for a campaign 
manager and said he didn’t want “a 
monkey from Puerto Rico.”

After Vázquez lost the primary 
to current Gov. Pedro Pierluisi, au-
thorities said Herrera then allegedly 
sought to bribe Pierluisi to end an 
audit into his bank with favourable 
terms. 

Herrera is accused of using inter-
mediaries from April 2021 to August 
2021 to offer a bribe to Pierluisi’s 
representative, who was actually 
acting under FBI orders, according 
to the indictment.

Officials said Herrera then or-
dered a $25,000 payment to a po-
litical action committee in hopes of 
trying to bribe Pierluisi.

Stephen Muldrow, U.S. Attorney 
for Puerto Rico, said Pierluisi is not 
involved in the case.

Vázquez, Herrera and Rossini 
are each charged with conspiracy, 

federal programs bribery and honest 
services wire fraud. If they are found 
guilty on all counts, they could face 
up to 20 years in prison, officials 
said.

Vázquez was sworn in as gover-
nor in August 2019 after former Gov. 
Ricardo Rosselló stepped down fol-
lowing massive protests. She served 
until 2021, after losing the primaries 
of the pro-statehood New Progres-
sive Party to Pierluisi.

Vázquez previously served as the 
island’s justice secretary and a dis-
trict attorney for more than 30 years.

She became governor after Puer-
to Rico’s Supreme Court ruled that 
the swearing in of Pierluisi — who 
was secretary of state in 2019 — 
as governor was unconstitutional. 
Vázquez at the time said she was 
not interested in running for office 
and would only finish the nearly two 
years left in Rosselló’s term.

cont’d from pg 23
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

AP - After infuriating 
China over her trip to Tai-
wan, U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi met South 
Korean political leaders 
in Seoul on Thursday but 
avoided making direct 
public comments on re-
lations with Beijing and 
Taipei that could further 
increase regional tensions.

Pelosi, the first House 
speaker to visit Taiwan in 
25 years, said Wednesday 
in Taipei that the American 
commitment to democracy 
in the self-governing island 
and elsewhere “remains 
ironclad.” In response, 
China on Thursday began 
military exercises, includ-
ing missile strike training, 
in six zones surrounding 
Taiwan, in what could be 
the biggest of their kind 
since the mid-1990s.

After visiting Taiwan, 
Pelosi and other members 
of her congressional dele-
gation flew to South Korea 
— a key U.S. ally where 
about 28,500 American 
troops are deployed — on 
Wednesday evening, as 
part of an Asian tour that 
included earlier stops in 
Singapore and Malaysia.

She met South Korean 
National Assembly Speak-
er Kim Jin Pyo and other 
senior members of Parlia-
ment on Thursday. 

After that hour-long 
meeting, Pelosi spoke 
about the bilateral alliance, 
forged in blood during the 
1950-53 Korean War, and 

legislative efforts to boost 
ties, but didn’t directly 
mention her Taiwan visit 
or the Chinese protests.

“We also come to say 
to you that a friendship, 
(the) relationship that be-
gan from urgency and se-
curity, many years ago, 
has become the warmest 
of friendships,” Pelosi said 
in a joint news conference 
with Kim. “We want to ad-
vance security, economy 
and governance in an in-
ter-parliamentary way.”

Neither Pelosi nor Kim 
took questions from jour-
nalists.

Kim said he and Pelo-
si shared concerns about 
North Korea’s increasing 
nuclear threat. He said the 
two agreed to support their 
governments’ push for de-
nuclearization and peace 
on the Korean Peninsula 
based on both strong deter-
rence against North Korea 
and diplomacy.

Pelosi and her delega-
tion later spoke by phone 
with South Korean Pres-
ident Yoon Suk Yeol on 
the alliance, foreign policy 
and other issues. 

Yoon is on vacation 
this week, but critics ac-
cuse him of intentionally 
shunning a face-to-face 
meeting with Pelosi in 
consideration of ties with 
China, South Korea’s big-
gest trading partner. 

Yoon’s office said it 
had reviewed national in-
terests and that Yoon’s 
vacation plan had already 
been set up when, about 
two weeks ago, Pelosi’s 
side contacted his office 
about a possible meeting.

During the phone con-
versation, Pelosi and other 
members of her congres-
sional delegation didn’t 
bring up the Taiwan issue, 
and Yoon also didn’t raise 
the matter, Yoon’s office 
said.

In recent years, South 
Korea has been struggling 
to strike a balance between 
the United States and Chi-
na as their rivalry has 
deepened. Yoon, a conser-
vative, took office in May 
with a vow to boost South 
Korea’s military alliance 
with the United States 
and take a tougher line on 
North Korean provoca-
tions.

Later Thursday, Pelosi 
was to visit a border area 
with North Korea that is 
jointly controlled by the 
American-led United Na-
tions Command and North 
Korea, South Korean offi-
cials said. 

If that visit occurs, 
Pelosi would be the high-
est-level American to go 
to the Joint Security Area 
since then-President Don-
ald Trump visited in 2019 
for a meeting with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un.

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, centre left, and South Korean National Assembly Speaker Kim 
Jin Pyo, centre right, inspect an honour guard upon her arrival at the National Assembly in Seoul, 
South Korea, Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022. (Lee Jung-hoon/Yonhap via AP)

In S. Korea, Pelosi avoids public 
comments on Taiwan, China
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AP - Protesters in the South Afri-
can city of Krugersdorp beat suspect-
ed illegal miners with sticks and set 
fire to their camps Thursday following 
the arrests of more than 80 men, some 
thought to be miners, in connection 
with the gang rapes of eight women 
last week.

Residents of Krugersdorp’s Kagi-
so township also barricaded roads with 
rocks and burning tires during a pro-
test against the presence of the miners. 

They said they were frustrated with 
high levels of crime that they blame on 
the illegal miners and the alleged fail-
ure of police to deal with them.

Some suspected illegal miners 
were stripped of their clothes and 
whipped by residents, who also chased 
others out of their camps and beat and 
kicked them before handing them over 
to police.

Police responded by firing rubber 
bullets and stun grenades to disperse 
the protesters, who also clashed with 
police officers. In some cases, officers 
rescued the people being attacked.

“We want support from the police 
because the illegal miners are terroriz-
ing us. We cannot simply walk around 
the neighborhood at night because 
they rape us,” said Nhlanhla Felatsi, 
who was part of the protest. “

We recently had an incident where 
two female security officers were 
raped by the same people. The police 
are not protecting us.”

Police said eight women were 
raped on July 28 when a television 
crew filming a music video at a mine 
dump in the nearby township of West 
Village was attacked by heavily-armed 
men, some suspected of being illegal 
miners. Police said they were investi-
gating 32 counts of rape.

The attack was a shocking inci-

dent, even for a country used to high 
levels of violent crime like South Afri-
ca. More than 80 men accused of being 
involved in the gang rapes appeared in 
court on Monday.

Illegal mining is rife in South Afri-
ca, with miners known as zama-zamas 
searching for gold at the many disused 
and abandoned mines in and around 
the Johannesburg region. Krugersdorp 
is a mining city on the western edges 
of Johannesburg.

Illegal mining gangs are consid-
ered dangerous by the police, are usu-
ally armed and are known to fight vio-
lent turf battles with rival groups. 

The trade is believed to be dom-
inated by immigrants who enter ille-
gally from neighboring countries Le-
sotho, Zimbabwe and Mozambique 
and police said that some of the men 
suspected of raping the eight women 
were foreign nationals.

That has aggravated the situation 

and comes at a time when South Afri-
ca is seeing an upsurge in xenophobic 
attacks sparked by locals blaming for-
eigners for crime in their areas.

“What upsets me is that we live 
as though we are not South Africans. 
How can someone from nowhere 
come and control us in our communi-
ty?” said Kagiso resident Thoko Setl-
habi. 

“The people from Lesotho and 
Zimbabwe are coming into our houses 
and rape us. You must make sure you 
and your family are indoors by 6 p.m. 
When will our children be allowed to 
be free?”

Police say they are still analyzing 
DNA evidence in order to link some of 
the suspects to the rapes. 

But residents have criticised the 
local police force for doing nothing 
despite warnings from locals that ille-
gal miners were operating in the area 
as part of larger crime syndicates.

Anger, clashes in South Africa 
following gang rape arrests

Community members look on after apprehending illegal gold miners, beating them 
and stripping them naked before police arrested them near Krugersdorp, South Afri-
ca, Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022. Community members beat suspected illegal miners with 
sticks and set fire to their camps following the alleged gang rapes of eight women by 
miners last week. (AP Photo/Denis Farrell)
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AP - Efforts to rescue 10 miners 
trapped in a collapsed and flooded 
coal mine in northern Mexico intensi-
fied Thursday with hundreds of people 
involved in the operation, authorities 
said.

The collapse occurred after the 
miners breached a neighbouring area 
filled with water on Wednesday, offi-
cials said. Authorities had not reported 
any contact with the trapped miners 
since the collapse.

The miners are trapped between 
two 200-foot deep mine shafts more 
than half flooded with water, Under-
secretary of Defence Agustín Rádia-
la Suástegui said Thursday. Rescuers 
were working to pump water out of the 
flooded mine.

A National Guard plane was ex-
pected to arrive Thursday with six 
special forces scuba divers who could 
enter the mine when conditions allow.

Civil Defence Coordinator Lau-
ra Velázquez said that five miners 
had managed to escape the collapse. 
Three of them remained hospitalised. 
Authorities had initially reported nine 
trapped miners Wednesday, but re-
vised that number to 10 on Thursday.

The mine is in Sabinas, about 70 
miles southwest of Eagle Pass, Texas. 
The mine began operations this year, 
and the local government said it had 
not received any complaints or reports 
of previous incidents.

More than 24 hours after the col-
lapse, relatives of the trapped miners 
waited in the shade of a tree outside 
the mine. Police and soldiers with ri-
fles restricted access to the mine.

Alfredo Torres, cousin of one of 
the trapped miners, said he had been 
volunteering in the rescue effort since 
Wednesday. Wearing a plastic helmet 
and clothes and boots coated in mud, 

he said they had been using small 
pumps since the day before to remove 
water from the flooded shafts, but the 
water remained high.

“No one can go in,” Torres said. 
“We have to first try to pump out all 
of the water, get it out, so the miners 
can go in to rescue their co-workers. 
He said that so far there had been no 
contact with the trapped miners.

He said he still hoped to find them 
alive, but recognized that “many hours 
have passed and the water is still very 
high.”

A small chapel was set up outside 
the mine where family members could 
pray for the miners’ rescue.

Bishop Alonso Garza from the Pie-
dras Negras diocese complained that 
conditions for miners continued to be 
bad and called on the government and 
companies to improve safety. “Each 
time that a tragedy like this happens 
they say yes and unfortunately now 
no.”

In June and July of 2021, cave-ins 
at two Coahuila mines claimed the 

lives of nine miners.
Mexico’s worst mining accident 

also occurred in Coahuila on Feb. 
19, 2006, when an explosion ripped 
through the Pasta de Conchos mine 
while 73 miners were inside. Eight 
were rescued with injuries including 
serious burns. The rest died and only 
two of their bodies were recovered.

López Obrador’s administration 
promised two years ago to recover the 
remaining 63 bodies, a highly techni-
cal endeavour that has still not begun.

The Pasta de Conchos Family 
Organization made up of relatives 
of those lost in that tragedy said in a 
statement late Wednesday that the new 
mining accident shows that the struc-
tural dangers that led to the Pasta de 
Conchos collapse have not been ad-
dressed. There is a lack of inspections, 
complicity with mining companies 
and little protection for workers.

They called on the government to 
do everything possible to rescue the 
miners and review mining conditions 
in the area.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Efforts intensify to reach 10 
trapped coal miners in Mexico

National Guards stand along the road that leads to where miners are trapped in a col-
lapsed and flooded coal mine in Sabinas in Mexico's Coahuila state, Thursday, Aug. 
4, 2022. The collapse occurred on 10 miners after they breached a neighbouring area 
filled with water on Wednesday, officials said. (AP Photo/Elizabeth Monroy)
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AP - Tenacious Jamaica 
took a stunning 57-55 vic-
tory over netball top seeds 
Australia to finish top of 
Pool A at the Common-
wealth Games.

The Sunshine Girls 
overturned a five-goal defi-
cit in the final period to earn 
the triumph in Birmingham.

The victory is, on pa-
per, a shock, but based on 
Jamaica's performances so 
far it is no less than they de-
serve.

If England beat New 

Zealand later on Thurs-
day (21:00 BST), they will 
face Australia in Saturday's 
semi-final.

That would be a repeat 

of the thrilling 2018 final, 
which England won 52-51.

Jhaniele Fowler scored 
47 of her 50 attempts un-
der the post and a dogged 

Jamaica defence, roared on 
by the crowd at the NEC, 
piled the pressure on Aus-
tralia's shooters to take the 
final quarter 17-9.

Jamaica, who are 
ranked fourth in the world, 
have featured on the podi-
um at the past two Com-
monwealth Games, both 
times in the bronze-medal 
position.

Meanwhile, Wales 
earned their second win 
of the tournament, beating 
Barbados 60-44.

AP - The world’s richest 
soccer league starts a new 
season in England on Friday 
as the rest of Europe looks 
for ways to catch up.

Off the field, the En-
glish Premier League is a 
commercial juggernaut with 
broadcasting deals world-
wide fueling player transfers 
and wages most others can-
not match. It helps explain 
why some clubs created the 
Super League project.

League riches helped 
English champion Man-
chester City make the mar-
quee summer signing. Er-
ling Haaland’s arrival from 
Borussia Dortmund cost 
City more than 100 million 
pounds ($122 million) in 
transfer and agent fees.

While Haaland was a 
boyhood City fan whose 
father played there, he was 

also lured to a competitive 
league that avoids the one-
club dominance recently 
seen in Germany, Italy and 
France.

On the field, five differ-
ent teams have won the Pre-
mier League in the past 10 
seasons, including Leices-
ter’s stunning 2016 title. 
Though City has four of the 
past five titles, two were 
epic duels with Liverpool.

The Champions League 
is also feeling Premier 
League power with four dif-
ferent teams in the past four 
finals, including two all-En-
glish games. Liverpool was 
in three of the past five fi-
nals while winning just one 
Premier League title.

Those same four teams 
— City, Liverpool, Chelsea 
and Tottenham — are En-
gland’s entry in the Cham-

pions League this season.
Manchester United 

and Arsenal qualified only 

for the second-tier Europa 
League and are by far the 
wealthiest clubs in it.

Commonwealth Games: Jamaica earn 
netball victory over top seeds Australia

EPL sets high bar in European 
soccer, finances and glamour

Manchester City's Erling Haaland, right, is challenged by Liv-
erpool's Andrew Robertson during the FA Community Shield 
soccer match between Liverpool and Manchester City at the 
King Power Stadium in Leicester, England, on July 30, 2022. 
(AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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AP - A judge on Thurs-
day made it likely she’ll rule 
in weeks rather than months 
whether NFL Commission-
er Roger Goodell gets to 
decide the merits of racial 
discrimination claims made 
by Black coaches against 
the league and its teams, 
saying an effort to gather 
more evidence seems like 
“an impermissible fishing 
expedition.”

U.S. District Judge Val-
erie Caproni said in a writ-
ten ruling that lawyers for 
coaches Brian Flores, Steve 
Wilks and Ray Horton can-
not gather additional evi-
dence from defendants to 

support their arguments 
that the lawsuit in Manhat-
tan federal court should re-
main in court rather than be 
sent to arbitration.

Her ruling makes it 
likely that a decision on 
whether to move the case to 
arbitration or let it remain 
in Manhattan federal court 
will be decided in weeks 
rather than months.

“Because Plaintiffs 
should know whether they 
entered into any other con-
tracts or agreements that 
would affect their agree-
ment to arbitrate, the Court 
can only assume that they 
are attempting to embark 

on an impermissible fish-
ing expedition,” Caproni 
wrote.

Still, the judge said 
lawyers for the coaches 
may well be able to argue 
that the proposed arbitrator 
is so biased against them 
that the motion to compel 
arbitration should not be 
granted, but they do not 
need discovery to do so. 
In legal cases, “discovery” 
references evidence such as 
emails and text messages 
that lawyers try to get from 
their opponents to strength-
en their arguments.

Flores, who was fired 
in January as head coach 
of the Miami Dolphins and 
is now an assistant coach 
with the Pittsburgh Steel-

ers, filed the lawsuit in 
February, saying the league 
was “rife with racism” even 
as it publicly condemns it. 
The other coaches later 
joined the lawsuit, which 
sought unspecified damag-
es and class-action status.

In Thursday’s ruling, 
Caproni instructed lawyers 
for the coaches to submit 
written arguments against 
arbitration by Aug. 19 and 
told the NFL and its teams 
to respond by Aug. 26.

Her decision came just 
days after the NFL released 
the results of its investi-
gation into allegations by 
Flores that Dolphins own-
er Stephen Ross offered 
$100,000 a game to pur-
posely lose games.

Sports News
Judge shortens road to decide 
NFL racial discrimination suit

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell speaks to the media after the 
close of the NFL owners' meeting on March 29, 2022, at The 
Breakers resort in Palm Beach, Fla. A judge on Thursday, Aug. 
4, 2022, quickened the time it will take to rule whether Goodell 
gets to decide the merits of racial discrimination claims made 
by Black coaches against the league and its teams, saying that 
it appears an effort to gather more evidence is a try at “an im-
permissible fishing expedition.” (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, 
File)
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AP - U.S. basketball 
star Brittney Griner was 
convicted Thursday in 
Russia of drug possession 
and smuggling and was 
sentenced to nine years 
behind bars in a political-
ly charged case that could 
lead to a high-stakes pris-
oner exchange between 
Washington and Moscow.

The 31-year-old Gri-
ner, a two-time U.S. 
Olympic champion and an 
eight-time all-star with the 
WNBA’s Phoenix Mercu-
ry, listened with a blank 
expression as an interpret-
er translated the verdict by 
Judge Anna Sotnikova, but 
her lawyers said later she 
was “very upset.” Griner 
also was fined 1 million 
rubles (about $16,700).

U.S. President Joe 
Biden denounced as “un-
acceptable” the verdict 
and sentence, which came 
amid soaring tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Russia 
over Ukraine.

“I call on Russia to re-
lease her immediately so 
she can be with her wife, 
loved ones, friends, and 
teammates,” Biden said, 
adding that he would con-
tinue to work to bring home 
Griner and Paul Whelan, 
an American imprisoned 
in Russia on an espionage 
conviction.

Outside court, the 
U.S. Embassy’s charge 
d’affaires Elizabeth Rood 
called the outcome “a mis-

carriage of justice.”
Griner, recognized as 

one of the greatest players 
in WNBA history, has been 
detained since Feb. 17 af-
ter police said they found 
vape cartridges containing 
cannabis oil in her luggage 
upon landing at Moscow’s 
Sheremetyevo Airport. She 
was returning to Russia, 
where she has competed 
since 2014.

As she was led out of 
court, Griner said: “I love 
my family.”

The nine-year sentence 
was close to the maximum 
of 10 years that Griner had 
faced under the charges. 
Most Russians possessing 
small quantities of drugs 
get at most five years in 
prison, lawyers said.

Defence attorney Maria 
Blagovolina told reporters 
later that Griner was “very 
upset, very stressed. She 
can hardly talk. It’s a diffi-
cult time for her.”

Before the unusually 
swift verdict was reached, 
an emotional Griner apol-
ogised to her family, team-
mates and the Russian city 
of Yekaterinburg, where 
she plays in the WNBA 
offseason, “for my mistake 
that I made and the embar-
rassment that I brought on 
them.”

With her voice crack-
ing, she added: “I hope in 
your ruling it does not end 
my life.”

Griner has 10 days to 

appeal, and her lawyers 
say they expect a hearing 
in Moscow regional court 
next week. 

Asked if Griner could 
ask for pardon from Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, Bla-
govolina said they would 
consider every possibility, 
but the lawyers said they 
were not part of any dis-
cussions about a prisoner 
swap.

Griner’s agent Lind-
say Kagawa Colas said 
the sentence “was severe 
by Russian legal standards 
and goes to prove what we 
have known all along, that 
Brittney is being used as a 
political pawn.” 

She added that she sup-
ported Biden’s efforts “to 
get a deal done.”

A conviction is usually 
needed before arranging a 
prisoner exchange and also 
allows Griner to apply for 
a pardon. Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov 
said last month the “neces-
sary judicial procedures” 
must be completed before 
other steps can be taken.

The disclosure in July 
that the U.S. government 
was seeking a prisoner 
swap involving Griner re-
flected the growing pres-
sure on the Biden adminis-
tration to do more to bring 
her home. 

The U.S. State Depart-
ment had earlier declared 
Griner to be “wrongfully 
detained” — a charge that 
Russia has sharply reject-
ed.

WNBA’s Griner convicted at 
drug trial, sentenced to 9 years

WNBA star and two-time Olympic gold medalist Brittney Gri-
ner is escorted from a courtroom after a hearing, in Khimki just 
outside Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022. A judge in 
Russia has convicted American basketball star Brittney Griner 
of drug possession and smuggling and sentenced her to nine 
years in prison. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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The young footballers of the Con-
cerned Parents Teachers Sports As-
sociations (CPTSA) Wings Football 
Club (FC) have returned home from 
a poor showing at the inaugural Free 
Kick Youth Cup tournament in St. Lu-
cia.

Wings FC lost all their matches in 
the 26th July to 1st August Under-19 
boys tournament, which was won by 
Vincy Ballers of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

Wings FC were unsuccessful in 
each of their four matches in the pre-
liminary stage of the 10-team compe-
tition, which was contested across two 
zones featuring five teams. 

Competing in Group A of the pre-
liminary competition, one of their 
most embarrassing losses came in an 
8-0 loss to View Fort South in their 

opening encounter.
They were also beaten 2-0 by Bim 

United of Barbados, with goals from 
Mikalai Oziazhad and Sacain Griffith. 

With the top two teams advancing 
to the semi-finals, Wings FC finished 
at the bottom of Group A pointless and 
were forced to concede a tournament 
high 23 goals at the group stage. 

Midfielder Darryl Massicot was 
the only player from Wings FC who 
was selected for one of one of two 
Free Kick Youth Cup All Star teams. 
These teams were selected from the 
two groups who made it to the prelim-
inary phase of the competition.

Vincy Ballers secured victory with 
a 3-1 victory against St. Lucia Select 
XI in the final on Monday, 1st August.

The Vincentians advanced to the 
final after defeating Trincity Nationals 

of Trinidad and Tobago 2-1 in one of 
two the semi-final matches.

Denzel Bascombe hit home in 
the 3rd minute and Bishom Richards 
scored in the 33rd minute to give Vin-
cy Ballers a 2-0 halftime lead. 

Malachi Celestine pulled a goal 
back for Trincity National with a 56th 
minute conversion.

St. Lucia Select XI defeated View 
Fort South 5-2 in the other semi-final, 
which was contested by two teams 
from the host nation.

Trincity Nationals beat View Fort 
South 2-1 in the playoff for third place 
on Monday. 

Also contesting the tournament 
were XCEL Academy of England, 
Little Haiti FC of the United States, 
Harlem United of Dominica and Real 
Betis of Trinidad & Tobago.

Assistant coach Rolston ‘Lexi’ Phoenix (standing in black outfit) addresses the Wings FC players during halftime in one of their 
group stage matches at the inaugural Free Kick Youth Cup tournament in St. Lucia on 31 July, 2022. (Photo: Free Kick Youth Cup)

Tough outing for Wings FC at Free Kick Youth Cup
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Akevia Warner and Si-
yolo Joseph captured the 
girls’ and boys’ titles in 
the Lockstone London 18 
and under match play golf 
championship at the Cedar 
Valley Golf Course over 
the Carnival weekend.

Warner, the number 
two ranked player, defeat-
ed the top seed Lenijah 
Thomas 2-1 to capture her 
first ever title in the 27-
hole final.

On her way to the 
grand finale, Warner, a stu-
dent of the Christ the King 
High School, overcame 
Anya Tavernier and Lexi 
Hunte while Thomas eased 
passed Jenae Andrews and 
Andreina Dela Cruz.

Siyolo, the son of for-

mer West Indies batsman 
Sylvester “Bouncing” Jo-
seph, had a relatively easy 
time in the final, overcom-
ing Taj Barnes 3-2.

In his march to the ti-
tle, Joseph, a student of 
the St. Joseph’s Academy, 
breezed past Jahir Mat-
thew and Kieohn James. 

Meanwhile, Barnes 
beat Imman Henry and 
Marquise George, how-
ever, George was smiling 
in the end as he defeated 
James 1-up in the boys’ 
third place match.

In the girls’ consolation 
battle, Lexi Hunte went 
the distance against Dela 
Cruz, prevailing 1-up.

Sixteen golfers took 
part in the event.

men’s light welterweight (60 kilo-
grams to 63.5 kilograms) division at 
the Commonwealth Games.

Ryan advanced to the quarter finals 
after defeating John Browne of Sierra 
Leone in the round of 16. He won on 
a points decision on all five judges’ 
scorecards.

Ryan, who won a bronze medal for 
Antigua and Barbuda at the 2019 Pan 
American Games in Lima, Peru, also 
won on a points decision on all five 
judges’ scorecard, defeating Alex Mi-
chael Isendi of Tanzania in his opening 
bout.

Female boxer Kagra Ryan, was 
unable to compete after she and two 

other Antiguan and Barbudan athletes 
tested positive for COVID-19 on 27th 
July, one day before the opening of the 
28th July to 8th August event.

Although Ryan returned negative 
tests the following day, 28th July, she 
missed registration and weigh-in ahead 
of the first round of boxing which was 
slated to start the next day, 29th July.

In swimming, Antigua and Bar-
buda’s Stefano Mitchell won his heat, 
but missed out on a semi-final spot in 
the men’s 100 freestyle.

Mitchell clocked a season best of 
51.42 seconds, but finished 18th over-
all and missed out on the semi-finals 
with only the top 14 finishers advanc-
ing.

Also in the pool, Jadon Wuillez 
missed out on a place in the final of the 
Men’s 50 metre breaststroke. Wuillez 
grabbed the last semi-final spot with a 
time of 28.44 seconds to advance from 
his first round heat.

Meanwhile, although young 
sprinter Ajani Daley ran a personal 
best, he missed out on a place in the 
100 metre semi-finals at the World 
Athletics Under-20 Championships in 
Cali, Colombia.

Daley clocked 10.48 seconds in 
his qualifying heat, but his time was 
not good enough to earn him entry to 
the semi-finals of the World Junior 
Championships, which is being held 
from 1st to 6th August in Colombia. 

cont’d from pg 36

Ministry of Sports golf coach, Skey Anthony (centre) is flanked 
by boy’s champion Siyolo Joseph (left) and girls’ champion 
Akevia Warner (right) in the Cedar Valley Club House at the end 
of the Lockstone London 18 and under match play golf champi-
onship last weekend. (Photo: Marlon George)

Warner and 
Joseph victorious 
at mach play golf 

tournament
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National sprinter, Darion Sker-
ritt, advanced to the semi-finals of the 
men’s 200-meter competition at the 
Commonwealth Games in Birming-
ham, England on Thursday.

Although Skerritt did not attain 
automatic qualification as he finished 
fourth in his first round heat, his time 
of 21.24 seconds was good enough for 
him to advance to today’s semi-final as 
one of the next eight fastest competi-
tors.

The first round heat was won by 
Emmanuel Eseme of Cameroon in 
20.44 seconds with Dwight St Hillaire 
of Trinidad and Tobago finishing sec-
ond in 20.85 seconds and Ifoanyi Em-
manuel Ojeli of Nigeria claiming third 
place in 21.12 seconds.

National female sprinter, Joella 
Lloyd, did not participate in yester-
day’s opening round heats of the wom-
en’s 200-meter competition.

Lloyd and top national sprinter, 
Cejhae Greene, however, reached the 
semi-finals of the women’s and men’s 
100 meter events respectively, but did 
not advance to the finals.

Lloyd missed out on the women’s 
100-meter final after finishing fifth in 
her semi-final with a time of 11.49 sec-
onds.

Lloyd booked her spot in the wom-
en’s 100 metre semi-finals by clocking 
11.42 seconds to finish third in her 
qualifying heat, which was won by 
Daryll Neita of England in a time of 
11:02 seconds ahead of Bree Masters 
of Australia in 11.41 seconds.

Greene missed out on the men’s 
100-meter final after finishing 8th in 

his semi-final in a time of 10.45 sec-
onds.

He did, however, advance to the 
men’s 100 metre semi-final with his 
time of 10.16 seconds and third place 
finish in his first round qualifying heat, 
which was won by Rohan Browning 
of Australia in 10.10 seconds ahead of 
Samwol Bitonyake Imeta of Kenya in 
10.12 seconds.

Antigua and Barbudan cyclist, 
Conor Delanbanque, did not contest 
yesterday’s men’s Individual Time 
Trial Final, which was won by Rohan 
Dennis of Australia in 46 minutes and 
21.24 seconds with Fred Wright of 
England finishing second and Geraint 
Thomas of Wales claiming third place.

Delanbanque and teammate Jyme 
Bridges are expected to contest the 
men’s road race this Sunday.

Bridges failed to finish in the 
Men’s 40 kilometer Points Race Final 
on the track, finishing in 10th place, 
where he was joined by thirteen other 
competitors, who were all defeated by 
Aaron Gate of Australia.

Gate’s Australian team mate 
Campbell Stewart finished second, 
while Oliver Wood of England cap-
tured third place from a field of 23 cy-
clists. 

Bridges also failed to finish the 
qualifying round of the Men’s 15 Ki-
lometer Scratch Race on the track. 
He finished last in his qualifying heat 
from a field of 13 cyclists. 

Antigua and Barbuda’s United 
Kingdom based boxer Alston Ryan 
was beaten 4-1 by Abdul Wahib Omar 
of Ghana in the quarter-final of the 

Antigua and Barbuda’s Alston Ryan, left, and John Browne of Sierra Leone in the 
men’s Middleweight round 16 bout of the boxing on day three of the Birmingham 
2022 Commonwealth Games at NEC Arena in Birmingham, England, on 31 July, 2022. 
(Getty Images)

Skerritt advances to men’s 200m 
semis at Commonwealth Games
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