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LAND OWNERSHIP 
SOON REALITY 

FOR BARBUDANS 

On Monday, Prime Minister Gaston Browne accepted an invitation for a tour of the Glanvilles Secondary School where music stu-
dents got the opportunity to place their talent on display.
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Local News

The escape of five Hai-
tians from the Immigration 
Department’s detention 
centre three weeks ago has 
brought to light another more 
serious problem that security 
personnel believe has existed 
for some time.

The heads of the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Defence 
Force (ABDF), Colonel Tel-
bert Benjamin, and Office 
of National Drug and Mon-
ey Laundering Control Pol-
icy (ONDCP), Lieutenant 
Colonel Edward Croft, both 
agree that the escape of the 
Haitians, and their ability to 

evade the law for such a long 
time, suggest they have been 
receiving assistance from 
members of the public.

“There’s a strong suspi-
cion that there are elements 
in Antigua associated with 
human trafficking, that these 
persons may have been pro-
viding assistance to the fu-
gitives, four males and one 
female,” Col. Benjamin re-
vealed.

Asked whether or not the 
Haitians may have left Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s jurisdic-
tion, the ABDF commandant 
said it is possible that some 

of the five may have depart-
ed the island. He continued, 
however, that it is likely that 
at least one of the five re-

mains here.
Meanwhile, Lt. Col. Croft 

has indicated that the possi-

Haitians’ escape exposes 
a more serious problem

Director of the Office of National Drug and Money Laundering 
Control Policy, Lt. Col. Edward Croft

cont’d on pg 3
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The Antigua Public Utilities Authority’s is now seeking applications 
from suitably qualified persons for the position of Health & Safety 
Inspector:

The Health & Safety Inspector is responsible for maintaining and 
improving safety in the workplace by identifying and assessing 
conditions and procedures of work which could produce accidents 
and losses. The Inspector will also contribute to developing 
accident-prevention and loss-control systems/programs and 
maintaining effective information systems which identify hazards 
and risks and the steps required to eliminate or control them.

Key tasks include but are not limited to the following:
Performing Health & Safety functions in any of the Authority’s core 
Business Units - Water, Electricity, Telecoms and Head Office.
Notifying the Health Safety & Wellness Officer (HSWO) and 
Business Unit (BU) Manager of accidents or incidents involving 
employees immediately, on receipt of a report.
Notifying the HSWO and BU Manager of accidents or incidents 
involving damage to property within twenty-four (24) hours of a 
report being received. 
Completing preliminary accident/incident investigations within 
forty-eight (48) hours of the occurrence of an incident/accident. 
Developing specifications for hazard specific safety devices and 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), sourcing and selecting 
vendors of the required devices and ensuring that the appropriate 
stock of these items are maintained.
Ensuring that employees are suitably trained in the proper use and 
maintenance of assigned PPE and that employees use the PPE as 
stipulated. 
Causing a task or equipment to cease operation in a timely manner 
whenever there are clear indications of imminent danger.
Documenting and maintaining records, inclusive of complaints 
received, observed safety violations and actions taken.
Identify training needs.
Submitting monthly reports to the HSWO in a timely manner.

The ideal candidates should possess the following:
Minimum of an Associate’s Degree or equivalent in Occupational 
Health & Safety, Industrial Hygiene, Biology, Chemistry  or a 
related field
Diploma/Certification in Occupational Health and Safety  or 
related field
A suitable combination of experience and qualification
Attention to detail with excellent communication skills
Proficiency with MS Office suite of applications
A valid driver’s license and a vehicle.

Interested persons are asked to apply in writing to: 
The Human Resources Manager
Antigua Public Utilities Authority

P.O. Box 416
Crn. High Street & Independence Avenue

St. Johns, Antigua
OR Email: hr@apua.ag

Deadline for application is Tuesday 21st June, 2022
**  Only suitable applicants will be acknowledged **

“APUA is an equal opportunity Employer”

HEALTH & SAFETY INSPECTOR
VACANCY
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bility exists that one or more 
persons within the facility’s 
security detail may have been 
compromised and participat-
ed in facilitating the Haitians’ 
escape from custody. 

He added that human 
trafficking is a priority among 
the concerns of the ONDCP. 
Sadly however, this human 
rights crime is often challeng-
ing to intercept and prosecute. 

“One has to understand 
that there are two things to 
consider: one is information 
and the other is evidence. 

“I may have informa-
tion of a certain activity, but 
unless I have supporting ev-
idence that can stand up in a 
court of law, there’s very little 
that I can do,” he remarked.

He explained that the 
ONDCP is looking into these 
activities, and the persons as-
sociated with these crimes in 
the hope of verifying intelli-
gence in their possession.

Col. Benjamin, mean-

while, said the security heads 
met immediately after the 
escape to devise plans to 
prevent the repeat of another 
similar incident. 

Among the key recom-
mendations was the need 
for better information shar-
ing among national security 
agencies. A committee is be-
ing set up to ensure that sen-
sitive information is shared 
among relevant agencies and 
key personnel.

The five Haitians arrived 
in Antigua and Barbuda from 
the Dominican Republic on 
21st May with the intention 
of travelling to Montserrat, 
however, they were refused 
landing as their travel docu-
ments were not in order. 

They were placed in the 
Immigration detention centre 
while awaiting deportation 
back to their homeland, but a 
day before they were due to 
leave, they escaped the deten-
tion centre and have been on 
the run ever since.

cont’d from pg 2

Head of the Antigua and Barbuda Defence Force (ABDF), Colonel 
Telbert Benjamin
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Against the backdrop of the Privy 
Council’s ruling on the ownership of 
Barbudan land, Senator Knacyntar 
Nedd-Charles says she hopes “order” 
can now be established in relation to 
the way the resource is managed.

On Monday, the Privy Council 
found in favour of the Government 
of Antigua and Barbuda in the final 
appeal of a case brought by MP Trev-
or Walker and former MP Mackenzie 
Frank against the government, over 
its decision to lease property in Bar-
buda to a private investment group.

The five member Privy Council 
Board determined that ownership of 
the land in Barbuda resides with the 
Crown, whose affairs are adminis-
tered by the Government of Antigua 
and Barbuda. 

The ruling completely rejected 
Walker and Frank’s argument that the 
land in Barbuda was owned, in com-
mon, by the people of Barbuda. 

In its 21-page judgement, the 
Privy Council concluded: “For the 
reasons the Board has given, the 
claimants have no realistic prospect 
of succeeding in their claim under 
section 9(1) of the Constitution so 
that the Court of Appeal was correct 
to strike out that claim. The Board 
will therefore humbly advise Her 
Majesty that the appeal should be dis-
missed”.

According to Nedd-Charles, the 
current land use policy supported 
by the Barbuda People’s Movement 
(BPM) has been administered ineq-
uitably. 

She’s also alleged that large tracts 
of land  have been indiscriminate-
ly fenced off for the personal use of 

members of the party.
“We need to put a proper land 

system in place, as under the BPM’s 
system, there is utter confusion as 
some members are grabbing up lands 
with nothing to do with it,” she said.

Senator Nedd-Charles confirmed 
that plans are already underway to 
establish a Land Registry for Barbu-
da as the Central Government now 
moves to ensure that the island’s peo-
ple can finally hold title to the prop-
erties they occupy.

“This means that persons armed 
with their land certificates can then 
go to a commercial bank to borrow 
money for housing development us-
ing the land as collateral. 

“It further means that those whose 
homes were destroyed by the hurri-
cane, and who were not fortunate to 
receive one of the EU-funded houses, 
can seek loans with the possession of 

the certificates,” she explained.
Senator Nedd-Charles, the ABLP 

candidate for Barbuda in the upcom-
ing general elections, also had strong 
words for the BPM’s leadership, 
particularly MP Trevor Walker and 
Mackenzie Frank, who led the legal 
challenge against the government 
in the dispute over where beneficial 
ownership of the land in Barbuda lies.

She believes both men are guilty 
of “fooling” the people of Barbuda 
for years regarding the ownership of 
land on the island. 

The senator further accused the 
politicians of being wasteful in their 
use of resources as they pursued the 
case against the government and 
criticised their decision to travel to 
London for the delivery of the Privy 
Council’s ruling.

Meanwhile, Senator Nedd-
Charles announced on Monday that 
developments at the major tourism 
development project, the Barbuda 
Ocean Club (BOC), continues apace. 

She reported that many Barbu-
dans - more than 90 to date - have 
found employment with both the 
BOC and the 18-hole golf course that 
is being developed. 

“They are employed at all levels 
from supervisors to line staff. Some 
are even being trained in the mainte-
nance of the golf course now under 
construction,” she noted. 

So far, six of the courses have 
been completed and several others 
are under construction. 

She also disclosed that scores of 
Antiguans have also journeyed to 
Barbuda to find employment at the 
PLH financed project.

Senator Nedd-Charles 
hopeful Barbuda Land 

Registry will bring “order”

Senator Knacyntar Nedd-Charles
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The Barbuda Council 
wants to formalise the med-
ical evacuation services cur-
rently being provided by the 
Antigua and Barbuda De-
fence Force’s (ABDF) new 
Air Wing Division.

Confirmation of this 
came in a letter that was 
dispatched to the ABDF 
expressing the Council’s 
appreciation for the service 
and its desire to formalise 
arrangements that will al-
low for the prompt evacua-
tion of people with medical 
emergencies the Hannah 
Thomas Hospital in Barbu-
da is not equipped to handle, 
to the Sir Lester Bird Medi-
cal Centre  (SLBMC) in An-
tigua.

ABDF Commandant, 
Colonel Telbert Benjamin, 
confirmed that since the es-
tablishment of the Air Wing 
unit, its lone aircraft evacu-
ates an average of one per-
son per week from Barbuda 
for medical services at SLB-
MC.

“The resident doctor in 
Barbuda, Dr. Jeremy Dea-

zle, who is also a reservist 
of the ABDF, now has the 
responsibility of setting the 
standard by which the Air 
Wing services will be sum-
moned,” he reported.

According to Col. Ben-
jamin, this system is needed 
to ensure that there is an es-
tablished protocol to guide 
the use of medical evacua-
tion services.

The Air Wing unit was 
created when an aircraft that 
was acquired by the govern-

ment to provide air trans-
portation services between 
Antigua and Barbuda was 
turned over to the ABDF. 

Along with medical 
evacuation services, the air-

craft is also used to provide 
aerial patrol of the waters 
around the country and offer 
assistance to those who find 
themselves in distress on the 
high seas.

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that OMOSALEWA 
JADESOLA OGUNBIYI of Flagstaff, Crosbies is ap-
plying to the Minister for Naturalisation and that any 
person who knows any reason why Naturalisation should 
not be granted should send a written and signed state-
ment of the facts to the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
External Affiars.

NOTICE

Barbuda Council to formalise 
Air Wing medevac services
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New cruise ship calls – including 
an inaugural call from Virgin Voyag-
es – are in store for Antigua and Bar-
buda as the country remains set to re-
cord significant growth in the coming 
months.

The upbeat assessment came from 
the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism 
Authority’s Chief Executive Officer, 
Colin C. James, during Wednesday’s 
Destination Roundtable in St. John’s.

James said Virgin Voyages will 
make its inaugural call in November, 
with a total of fourteen calls planned 
for the winter cruise season.

The other announcements includ-
ed information that during the first 
three months of the year, local cruise 

passenger arrivals eclipsed numbers 
recorded in neighbouring St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

St. Kitts and Nevis has bettered 
Antigua and Barbuda in cruise tour-
ism over several years, mainly due 
to its ability to accommodate Oasis 
Class cruise ships.

 “The trends in the cruise indus-
try is going in the directions that 
we want. For the first three months 
we welcomed over 100,000 visitors, 
beating St. Kitts over that period. Ad-
ditionally, we have several ships that 
will be making inaugural calls during 
the upcoming season,” he announced. 

James said the fifth berth, now 

Major developments in 
store for cruise industry

Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority 
Chief Executive Officer, Colin C. James cont’d on pg 7



PAGE 7

WEDNESDAY 15TH JUNE 2022

ACB Caribbean line staff will re-
ceive a 6.5% salary increase following 
negotiations between the bank’s man-
agement and bargaining agents, the 
Antigua and Barbuda Workers’ Union.

The period covered under the col-
lective bargaining agreement (CBA) is 
October, 2020-September, 2023.

According to the ABWU, in addi-
tion to the salary increase, some staff 
members received further increments 
following a recent salary review un-
dertaken by the financial institution. 

Another highlight in the CBA is an 
increase in annual vacation leave from 
12 to 15 days for employees who have 
completed between one and five years 
of service. 

The agreement was signed by the 
parties last Friday, with ACB Caribbe-
an’s General Manager, Joanna Charles, 
praising the union for its consideration 
during negotiations. 

She explained that the ACB Carib-
bean’s acquisition of the Royal Bank 
of Canada introduced a layer of com-
plexity to the negotiations, however, 
the union provided guidance through-
out the process. 

“It’s a relationship that we appreci-

ate and we want to be able to maintain 
it in a very cordial manner…we are 
there to work together for the good of 
our employees…and the banking in-
dustry as a whole,” Charles said. 

ABWU General Secretary, David 
Massiah, described the signing of the 
agreement as a “milestone” accom-
plishment, given the unique challeng-
es posed by the acquisition. He said 
all parties displayed the maturity and 

engagement that the process required.
 “I think what is important is to 

have an industrial climate that is set-
tled – one where we don’t have so 
much friction,” Massiah said.

The ABWU added that it values 
the critical role it plays in advanc-
ing the socio-economic wellbeing of 
workers and eagerly anticipates fu-
ture negotiations with ACB Caribbean 
which begin in 2023.

Local News

under construction, will be 
ready to welcome cruise 
ships in November. He fur-
ther confirmed that it will 
be able to host Oasis Class 
vessels, now the largest on 
the seas carrying upwards 
of 6000 passengers.

The CEO described the 
scheduled arrival of the 
Oasis Class vessels as “a 
game changer” for Antigua 
and Barbuda’s tourism sec-
tor.

He also credited the 
successes recorded up to 
this point on the decision 
of the government to re-

open the country’s borders 
during the pandemic, add-
ing that this was done safe-
ly. 

“We allowed passen-
gers to roam freely so that 
they can spend more,” he 
added.

cont’d from pg 6

Salary increase negotiated 
for ACB Caribbean staff

From left: Arlene Martin, David Massiah, Joanna Charles, Sherene Bird, Fernando 
Samuel
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The Antigua Barbuda Institute of 
Continuing Education (ABICE) is now 
the proud owner of several different 
types of renewable energy technolo-
gies worth over EC$70,000, thanks to 
a donation from the Department of En-
vironment (DOE).

The donated technologies include 
an atmospheric water generator, a so-
lar powered air conditioner and a 2 ki-
lo-watt wind turbine. These donations 
are in line with the country’s climate 
targets, known as the NDCs, which aim 
to make Antigua and Barbuda a region-
al leader in the transition to renewable 
energy technology.

The purpose of the donation is not 
only to provide the school with renew-
able energy technology, but also to 
provide an opportunity for students to 
gain skills in testing and repairing re-
newable technology.

According to Vekash Khan, Tech-

nical Officer at the Department of 
Environment; “At the forefront of the 
energy transition and the Just Transi-
tion process is capacity building. This 
means ensuring that the current and 
upcoming students of Antigua and Bar-
buda have the best technology readily 
available to them to maximise the de-
velopment of their skills. The dona-
tions of these technologies would not 
only lead to this, but will also assist 
with enhancing their level of innova-

tion.”
ABICE has expressed their grat-

itude for this donation. According to 
Mrs. Arlene Weste, Director at ABICE, 
“ABICE is very grateful for this timely 
intervention of new technologies which 
will enhance our curriculum and bene-
fit our students, teachers, the institution 
and by extension Antigua and Barbuda. 
This is in keeping with industry stan-
dards and training our students to meet 
the current needs of businesses”.

Department of Environment donates 
renewable energy technology to ABICE 
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Letter to the Editor

“Your loyalty to your country’s fu-
ture; your belief in us as a people; and 
your determination to support your 
government’s leadership, has brought 
us, with God’s grace, out of the worst 
valleys of darkness, into the bright 
light of new possibilities. 

I thank every Antiguan and Barbu-
dan who was courageous enough, not 
to surrender to fear; not to succumb 
to despair; not to listen to the oppor-
tunistic voices of division, discord, 
doom and gloom.” – (The Honourable 
Gaston Browne, Prime Minister of 
Antigua and Barbuda in his 2022 New 
Year’s Day Address).  

The citizens of Antigua and Bar-
buda must adequately prepare them-
selves for what is expected to be an 
above-average hurricane season this 

year, with predictions suggesting a 
65% chance of an above-normal sea-
son, a 25% chance of a near-normal 
season and a 10% chance of a be-
low-normal season. 

While weather watchers will be 
glued to their televisions, radios, 
and other media for daily updates on 
what is happening across the Atlantic 
Ocean, none will take for granted the 
machinations that are likely to occur 
in the twin-isle paradise.  

Surely, one must consider the po-
litical climate and those things that 
can also create a stir regarding who 
governs, and on whose behalf. 

Political leadership and the effec-
tiveness of governance for achieving 
development objectives will be ques-
tioned and shall remain under the 

microscope in the months ahead for 
those living in Antigua and Barbuda. 

It is almost certain that the so-
cio-economic dislocations that af-
fected the nation due to the untimely 
COVID-19 pandemic, coupled with 
the measures employed by the current 
government to safeguard the people 
will feature foremost in the minds of 
the voting population. 

This is discernible, especially 
against the backdrop of criticisms 
from opposition entities who hardly 
gave the vital support that was neces-
sary for dealing with an unprecedent-
ed public health hazard which, carried 
the real potential to destroy numerous 
lives and livelihoods beyond imagina-
tion.  

Storms are looming: the 
ship needs a proven captain 

cont’d on pg 11
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Not to be overlooked in 
the scheme of the prevail-
ing conditions would be the 
self-inflicted damage that 
all contemporary political 
parties in the country seem 
bent on attracting or often 
fail to avoid. Taking an ob-
jective position, it becomes 
more important for voters to 
assess for themselves which 
political party offers them 
the most hope and which, 
on a balance of probabili-
ties, can and will deliver on 
promises made. 

Which of the current po-
litical parties can be trusted 
to ensure that the provi-
sion of public services is 
not thwarted by corruption, 
greed, or any other infelici-
ties which derail the people 
from being the main benefi-
ciaries of government’s de-
velopment priorities?  

Certainly, the record 
of the Gaston Browne-led 
Antigua and Barbuda La-
bour Party (ABLP) in re-
cent times far outshines the 
United Progressive Party 
(UPP).   

Regardless and strictly 
based on what the ABLP has 
achieved since taking office 
in 2014 and then again in 
2018 is the fact that while it 
shouts and push back, it is a 
party that delivers. 

The same cannot be 
said under the UPP’s leader 
Harold Lovell. This belea-
guered and ceremonial po-
litical leader does not sit in 
the Assembly in any capac-
ity, nor has he successfully 
managed to repair a badly 
dimmed image. 

Lovell’s intelligence 

is not in question, but as a 
rival without a ‘seat’, he is 
not perceived by many as a 
serious contender to Prime 
Minister Browne; rather, 
Lovell fetches multiple neg-
atives, suggesting that he is 
no more than an ageing rab-
ble-rouser in constant oppo-
sition.  

Meanwhile, the waves 
are likely to get higher and 
rougher for Lovell and the 
UPP. The Democratic Na-
tional Alliance (DNA), un-
der Joanne Massiah can 
become a spoiler, The DNA 
is a party indirectly formed 
out of a fallout from the in-
civility and lack of strate-
gic acumen that seemingly 
flourished with Lovell at the 
helm of the UPP.  

It remains highly un-
likely that Massiah will 
achieve any significant suc-
cess for the DNA. More-
over, Massiah does not lend 
to the public discourse the 
needed impressions of a po-
litical leader ready for the 
looming political storm. 

The DNA has not lifted 
its chances for electoral suc-
cess and there is no hint that 
the leadership understands 
the necessity for creating 
sufficient stir to affective-
ly communicate the DNA’s 
passage as an alternative 
government-in-waiting.  

Plain and simple, Massi-
ah typifies morality, a sense 
of wanting to do good, and 
sincerity, yet she will be 
perhaps more comfortable 
advocating and making 
calls for some particular ac-
tion to remedy a situation, 
than to serve the people of 
Antigua and Barbuda from 

a position of being first 
among equals.  

There is little doubt that 
the incumbent government 
would be returned to office 
if elections are to be called 
anytime during this hurri-
cane season that runs from 
June 1st to November 30th. 

Now is the time for 
preparedness and giving 
introspection to the public 
policies that are being for-
mulated for the benefit of 
all citizens and residents of 
Antigua and Barbuda. 

This is not the season 
to be confused nor should 
we be fooled into thinking 
that there is a perfect gov-
ernment anywhere in the 
world. 

The Gaston Browne-
led government so happens 
to be best for Antigua and 
Barbuda for now and into 
the foreseeable future.  

For the last eight years, 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
people have seen the sus-
tained efforts to shape and 
now revitalize the economy, 
create decent jobs in tourism 
and other productive sec-
tors, provide for increased 
and affordable housing, re-
visit and reform national 
laws guaranteeing justice 
for all, attend to climate 
change and the environment 
with focus on greatly boost-
ing agricultural production, 
expand and enhance ser-
vices in public health and 
education to safeguard our 
nation’s future. 

Should we risk it all for 
the blind ambition that is 
leading the UPP? Should 
we the electorate place pi-
ous posturing over proven 
management at this time of 
global crisis that cries out 
for capable leadership?  

NOTICE
TO: Your Worship
St Johns Magistrate Court
Gray`s Farm
St Johns
Antigua.

TO: The Commissioner of Police
Police Headquarters
American Road
St Johns
Antigua.

Dear Sir/Madame, 

Re: Notice- Application for Tavern Licence

I, Grace Solomon of Airport Blvd and Sir George Walter Highway, with registered business 
situate at Barbuda Holy Trinity Antigua and Barbuda DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that it is 
my intention to apply at the next sitting of the liquor licensing Court to be held at the 

Magistrate`s Court, Gray`s Farm, St John`s, Antigua on Thursday 7th July, 2022 next ensuring 
for a Liquor Licensing Pursuant to section (11) (5) of the Licensing (intoxication Liquor) Act 
Cap. 249 of the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda 1992 Revised Edition, in respect of premises 
known as “Barbuda Ocean Club L.t.d” situated at Barbuda in the parish of Holy Trinity, 
Antigua and Barbuda.

Dated the 13th day of June, 2022 Tel 464-1036  736-2431

……………………………………………………………………………….. 

Letter to the Editor
cont’d from pg 10
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By Ken Sweet
The price of bitcoin 

and other cryptocurrencies 
plummeted Monday after a 
major cryptocurrency lend-
er effectively failed and 
halted all withdrawals from 
its platform, citing “extreme 
market conditions.”

It’s the latest high-pro-
file collapse of a pillar of 
the cryptocurrency indus-
try. These meltdowns have 

erased tens of billions of 
dollars of investors’ assets 
and spurred urgent calls to 
regulate the freewheeling 
industry.

Bitcoin was trading at 
roughly $22,400 late Mon-
day, down more than 16% 
in the past day. Ethereum, 
another widely followed 
cryptocurrency, was down 
roughly 17%. Investors 
have been selling riskier as-

sets such as digital curren-
cies and technology stocks 
as the Federal Reserve rais-
es interest rates to combat 
high inflation.

On Sunday, the crypto-
currency lending platform 
Celsius Network announced 
that it was pausing all with-
drawals and transfers be-
tween accounts in order to 
“honour, over time, with-
drawal obligations.” Cel-
sius, with roughly 1.7 mil-
lion customers and more 
than $10 billion in assets, 
gave no indication in its an-
nouncement when it would 
allow users to access their 
funds.

In exchange for custom-
ers’ deposits, the company 
pays out extremely gener-
ous yields, upwards of 19% 
on some accounts. Celsius 
takes those deposits and 
lends them out to generate a 
return.

Lending platforms such 
as Celsius have come under 
scrutiny recently because 
they offer yields that normal 
markets could not support, 
and critics have called them 
effectively Ponzi schemes.

Francisco Orduna, 36, 
said he was referred to Cel-
sius about a year ago and 
was attracted to the compa-
ny’s promises of high yields 
on his crypto holdings.

“It was easy to overlook 
the risk because users got 
used to these weekly inter-
est payouts from Celsius,” 
Orduna said. He pulled most 
of his money out of Celsius 
late last week but said he 
still had residual holdings 
trapped on the platform.

It is the second notable 
collapse in the cryptocur-
rency universe in less than 
two months. The stablecoin 
Terra imploded in early 
May, erasing tens of bil-
lions of dollars in a matter 
of hours. Stablecoins have 
been seen as relatively safe, 
because they’re supposed to 
be backed by hard assets, 
such as a currency or gold.

Just like Terra, Celsius 
had sold itself as a safe place 
for cryptocurrency holders 
to deposit their funds. Even 
while Celsius was failing, 
the company’s website ad-
vertised that users can “ac-

Business & Finance
Bitcoin plunges as major 

crypto lender halts operations

cont’d on pg 13
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cess your coins whenever, 
keep them safe forever.”

“There is a lot of work 
ahead as we consider var-
ious options, this process 
will take time, and there 
may be delays,” Celsius 
said in a statement.

The move surprised 
investors and depositors. 
In online chats, they ques-
tioned why their invest-
ments weren’t protected.

Orduna said he pulled 
his money out of Celsius 
partly because of the Ter-
ra implosion. There have 
been reports that Celsius 
had invested part of its us-
ers’ funds in Terra, and there 

were concerns that Celsius 
was taking too high of a risk 
with depositors’ funds.

“I started to worry 
whether the yield they were 
offering was truly sustain-
able,” he said.

It’s unclear whether 
Celsius depositors will get 
all their funds back. A cryp-
tocurrency lender is not 
regulated like a bank, so 
there’s no deposit insurance 
and no legal framework for 
who gets their money back 
first, like in a bankruptcy. 
It’s possible that Celsius’ in-
vestors, which include Que-
bec’s pension fund and the 
prominent venture capital 
fund WestCap, may get their 

investment back before Cel-
sius’ depositors will.

WestCap did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment. The Pension Board of 
Canada also did not respond 
to a request for comment.

“This was yet another 
bank run. You’re not rein-
venting anything here. They 
were promoting their ser-
vices as a better savings ac-
count but in the end, you’re 
just another unsecured lend-
er,” said Cory Klippsten, 
CEO of Swan Bitcoin, who 
has been publicly sceptical 
of Celsius’ business model 
for years.

Terra, and its token 
Luna, offered similar yields 

on customer deposits. Those 
tokens collapsed after huge 
customer withdrawals 
forced Terra’s operators to 
liquidate all of the assets 
being used to support their 
currencies. The collapse of 
Terra has spurred calls for 
reform from the cryptocur-
rency industry and calls for 
Congressional regulation.

THE EASTERN               
CARIBBEAN SUPREME 

COURT

IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE

ANTIGUA AND         
BARBUDA

(Probate)

In the Estate of HYA-
CINTH VANESSA SAM-
UEL late of Barnes Hill, 

St. George, Antigua, 
Deceased

ADVERTISEMENT OF 
APPLICATION FOR 

GRANT

FIRST PUBLICATION

TAKE NOTICE that an ap-
plication has been filed by 
HILLROY SAMUEL of 
Barnes Hill, St. George, An-
tigua for a Grant of Letters 
of Administration to the Ap-
plicant who is the son of the 
deceased, the deceased hav-
ing died intestate on the 14th 

day of January, 2020. Any 
person having an objection 
to the grant of Letters of Ad-
ministration to the Applicant 
shall file an objection with-
in fourteen (14) days of the 
publication of this Notice.

Dated 14th day of June, 
2022

CUMBERBATCH &    
ASSOCIATES

Attorneys-at-Law for the 
Applicant

Business & Finance
cont’d from pg 12
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Men’s Health 

By Amanda Ruggeri

Continued from yes-
terday’s issue of Pointe 
Xpress

‘My personality changed’
Much of this sounds 

familiar to Mark Williams 
of Fathers Reaching Out, 
a fathers’ support group in 
the UK, which has since 
become a lobbying organ-
isation.

When his baby was 
born in 2004, Williams, 
who lives in Wales, was 
self-employed. He expect-
ed to be back to work af-
ter two weeks. But nothing 
went as planned. First, his 
wife’s birth was traumatic. 
“I had a panic attack in the 
labour ward, and then the 
doctor said my wife was 
going to theatre” for an 
unexpected C-section, he 
says. While she was there, 
no-one told him what was 
happening. He thought his 
wife and baby were going 
to die.

From that traumat-
ic incident, Williams was 
dropped into the challenges 
of life with a newborn, all 
while feeling pressure to 
get back to his work with 
“no money and a mortgage 
to pay”. His wife had se-
vere postnatal depression 
herself.

“I started to use alcohol, 
avoiding situations. My 
personality changed,” he 
says. He felt angry and ag-

gressive. Once, he punched 
the sofa so hard, he broke 
his hand.

He found out about 
male PND through a chance 
conversation with someone 
who went to his gym: both 
of their wives had PND 
and, it turned out, both of 
them were feeling low, too. 
When Williams looked to 
see what kinds of groups 
were out there for fathers, 
like there were for mothers, 
he came up empty.

Over the years, he was 
able to overcome his de-
pression with cognitive be-
havioural therapy, medica-
tion and more support. He 
also received a diagnosis of 
ADHD. 

But he wanted to make 
sure that if other fathers 
moved past the stigma of 
male PND and asked for 
help, there would be help 
for them to find. “There 
was nothing back then. 
Nobody was really talking 
about it,” he says.

In 2010, he started Fa-

thers Reaching Out, which 
connected fathers and of-
fered mental health support 
and advice. (The organi-
sation has since dissolved, 
becoming a lobbying group 
instead, due to “a lack of 
funding”, says Williams). 
He quickly heard not only 
from fathers, but also their 
partners. “Mums were say-
ing ‘My husband is really 
struggling, his behaviour 
has changed since the preg-
nancy and baby’s been 
born’,” he says.

Williams devoted him-
self not only to support-
ing other fathers, but also 
campaigning. He spoke at 
conferences, worked with 
academics, wrote a book, 
founded International Fa-
thers’ Mental Health Day 
and lobbied the UK gov-
ernment to offer fathers 
mental health checks if 
their partner was suffering 
a mental health condition – 
which was successful. 

Awareness of men-
tal health in general, and 

male PND in particular, 
has improved, he says. But 
not enough. “It’s a lot bet-
ter, but it’s still so unrec-
ognised,” he says. 

“There’s no mention of 
fathers in the NICE guide-
lines”, the national rec-
ommendations for health 
and care in England. “The 
WHO only has information 
on mums, not on dads. It 
needs a big national push – 
or someone like a celebrity 
to come out and really push 
this forward.”

An additional prob-
lem, says Wells, is that be-
cause PND has been seen 
as a female mental-health 
disorder for so long, the 
screening tools health pro-
fessionals use – most com-
monly a questionnaire a 
patient might be asked to 
fill out at an appointment 
– were made for women. 
This means doctors are less 
likely to catch those cru-
cial male manifestations of 
PND, and diagnose them 
accordingly.

And even some medi-
cal professionals still think 
PND is a female issue, says 
researcher Wells. Recent-
ly, he says, “I talked to one 
nurse and asked her, ‘Are 
you screening dads?’ She 
said, ‘No, fathers can’t get 
depressed’,” he says. “In 
her mind, it was all hor-
monal, and it had to do 
with giving birth. There-
fore, dads couldn’t get it.”

Male postnatal depression: 
Why men struggle in silence

cont’d on pg 13
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Helping fathers
The price of not getting help can 

be high. Men in Western countries are 
four times as likely to kill themselves 
as women (not, of course, because of 
PND alone). There also is the effect 
on families. Fathers have a critical 
role to play in their infants’ early de-
velopment; one study found that if a 
child’s father was depressed in their 
first year of life, the child was more 
likely to have more behavioural dif-
ficulties and poorer development and 
wellbeing at four to five years of age, 
for example.

One solution to helping catch 
and address PND, say experts, is to 
include non-birthing parents, and pri-
oritise their mental health in addition 
to that of mothers, from the get-go. 
Wells, for example, has found in his 
research that when fathers receive 
more support from midwives, nurses, 
and their partners, they are much less 
likely to develop depression.

“The non-birth parent is not ad-
dressed, often, by the physicians or 
by the nurses,” says Levine. “You 
start these families off with the idea 
that the birth parent is the most im-
portant one, and the non-birth parent 
is secondary. And that’s not true. My 
wife did not experience postpartum 
depression; I did. But my postpar-
tum depression could have triggered 
postpartum depression or anxiety in 
her. Or, had she gotten it, there was 
a 50% chance that I would have got-
ten it. And nobody’s telling anybody 
these things. Paediatricians, who are 
the only doctors who usually see both 
parents at any time, are not screening 
these families.”

Singley adds it’s also important 
to make clear to fathers that they 
will need support. That support can 
look like reaching out to friends who 
are dads. Or it can look like fathers’ 
groups, where men gather to chat 
about the challenges of parenthood. 

As well as happening in communi-
ties, these can also be held online, 
like those run by the US’s Postpartum 
Support International, or the UK sup-
port group Pandas.

But this also requires men to 
open up. Only by talking about men-
tal-health challenges can we destig-
matise it, helping ensure that men 
who need help get it, all say Levine, 
Singley, Wells and others.

Better parental leave – and a 
changed workplace culture where 
dads who take parental leave are ap-
plauded, not stigmatised – would also 
make a difference, they add. Non-
birth parents may not be recovering 
physically from labour, but they, too, 
need time to adjust. 

Paternal leave also can allow fa-
thers to feel more empowered and 
involved, which can protect against 
postnatal depression. When Levine’s 
son turned three months old, he took 
paternity leave. 

“Those three and a half weeks of 
me being home with him made a huge 
impact on me because I was his sole 
caregiver, I was responsible for him 
and I gained confidence in my abili-
ties as a parent,” he says. “From hav-
ing to feed him to get him dressed, 
take him in the car and meet my wife 
in the city or drive to my parents or 
go see a friend for lunch – I started to 
realise I could do these things. And 
that made such a big impact on my 
self-esteem.”

Eschewing the ‘Great Lie’
More broadly, people also need to 

be more honest about parenting, says 
Levine.

He often tells people about what 
he calls the “Great Lie”: the idea that 
you can have it all. You can work full-
time, parent full-time and everything 
will look like it does in the shiny im-
ages of perfect nurseries and smiling 
babies you see on social media. 

People often think of this in terms 
of mothers. But it can also be true of 

men, who may have an additional, 
gendered pressure to provide for their 
families financially.

“Then, when it doesn’t look the 
way you thought it was supposed to 
look, you pathologise it and you say, 
‘It must be me. I must be the one 
who’s screwing this up. Because my 
whole life I’ve seen people handling 
it’,” he says. “There shouldn’t be a 
shame in just saying, ‘Yeah, parent-
ing is hard. Parenting is fun. But par-
enting is hard, especially in the be-
ginning’.”

For Levine, the fear of admit-
ting he was struggling meant it took 
a few more weeks – and encourage-
ment from his wife – for him to seek 
help. He spoke to a therapist where 
he worked. 

A postnatal depression specialist 
who understood men could get PND, 
she’d never been sought out by a 
male patient before, she told him. He 
began doing cognitive behavioural 
therapy. With the aid of a night nurse 
for the baby, he started sleeping bet-
ter.

It wasn’t all “sunshine and butter-
flies”, though, he adds. When his sec-
ond child was born four years later, 
he experienced PND again. But this 
time, he recognised the symptoms.

Now on the board of an organi-
sation called Postnatal Support In-
ternational since 2018, where he will 
be vice chair from July, Levine will 
be speaking about male PND at this 
year’s convention for the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. He tells every 
parent who comes in with a new baby 
about his experience. His mission is 
to destigmatise male PND.

He remains acutely aware things 
could have gone differently. “When I 
went through this, if I wasn’t a pae-
diatrician, if I didn’t work where I 
worked, it’s possible that I wouldn’t 
be talking to you right now,” he says 
today. “Because something really ter-
rible might have happened.”

Men’s Health 
cont’d from pg 12
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Regional News

CMC – The United 
States says it is committed 
to resettling Haitian ref-
ugees amid concerns that 
millions of migrants are dis-
placed across Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

“Reflecting the Presi-
dent’s commitment to sup-
port the people of Haiti, the 
United States also commits 
to receiving an increased 
number of referrals of dis-
placed Haitians into the US 
Refugee Admissions Pro-
gram (USRAP),” said the 
US Department of State.

“The USRAP accepts 

referrals for individuals 
across refugee populations 
determined to be particular-
ly vulnerable and in need of 
the protection provided by 
third-country resettlement. 
The United States will con-
tinue to work with UNHCR 
(the UN Refugee Agency) to 
increase referrals through-
out the Americas and the 
Caribbean to the USRAP,” 
it added.

Washington said it was 
encouraging other govern-
ments to join in opening 
new legal pathways for pro-
tection and opportunities for 

Haitians and other displaced 
populations in the Ameri-
cas.

The State Department 
said more than 6.1 million 
Venezuelans have been dis-

placed in the Americas, in-
cluding the Caribbean, and 
hundreds of thousands more 
people from other countries 
across Latin America and 

CMC – Guyana’s Ministry of Ag-
riculture is currently putting safe and 
adequate transportation mechanisms 
in place for the import of 1000 Barba-
dos black belly sheep expected to land 
there within two months.

Agriculture Minister Zulfikar Mu-
stapha said Guyana and Barbados have 
advanced talks on the initiative.

“We will try to get sufficient trans-
portation to bring 1000 of the animals 
to Guyana. I can’t give a timestamp, 
but I am hoping that very shortly, with-
in a month or two they can be available 
to Guyana,” he said.

Mustapha said Barbados’ Prime 
Minister, Mia Mottley has instruct-
ed her minister of agriculture and his 
team to ensure that the small ruminant 
animals are sent at the earliest.

President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali recently launched the Black Belly 
Sheep Project in Mahaica-Berbice, as 
his administration moves to intensify 

Guyana’s agriculture program.
Farmers have already been assured 

that the government will give full sup-
port to the industry to prepare their 
fields for the initiative.

Already, 78 farmers have signalled 
their interest in the project and have 
signed up, making about 1,325 acres 
of their land available.

The world import value on mutton 
and mutton products is estimated at 
eight billion US dollars with the Carib-
bean Community (CARICOM) group-
ing importing 7,900 tons of mutton at 
US$48 million annually. The four ma-
jor markets in the region are The Baha-
mas, Jamaica, Barbados and Trinidad 
and Tobago.

Guyana is looking to expand its 
local production above 7,000 tons at 
the end of a five-year period. The ap-
proach will require a capital invest-
ment of over GUY$231.8 billion (One 
Guyana dollar=US$0.004 cents) and 

approximately 25,000 acres of land. 
The expected earning is estimated at 
over GUY$8.6 billion annually.

“We have right within our arms’ 
reach a market that can generate a val-
ue of US$48 million. And who sup-
plies CARICOM right now? Australia 
and New Zealand. With the increase 
in cost of freight and logistics, it is be-
coming more and more expensive, that 
is why this is low-hanging fruit, CAR-
ICOM is right within our arms’ reach,” 
Ali said.

Guyana readying itself to import 
black belly sheep from Barbados

Barbados Blackbelly Sheep

United States says it’s committed to 
resettling Haitian, Venezuelan refugees

Photo: [Getty Images]

cont’d on pg 17
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Regional News

CMC – Premier of the 
British Virgin Islands, Dr. 
Natalio Wheatley has con-
demned the unauthorized 
publication of a draft pro-
posal between the BVI 
government and the United 
Kingdom (UK) by a local 
media house.

Speaking during a re-
cent press briefing the prime 
minister said the publication 
only served to cause anxi-
ety.

“It was somewhat un-
helpful, and I think it’s un-
helpful to the public to have 
draft proposals circulating 
in the public; especially 
when we are in the midst 
of negotiations and the lan-
guage of those proposals is 
not final. 

“All it serves in doing 
is confusing the public,” 
Wheatley said.

He added that the pub-
lication of the document 

did not serve the purpose of 
keeping the public informed 
with accurate information.

“Unfortunately, you 
have media operations and 
individuals circulating doc-
uments which are not for 
public consumption. Those 

things are not in the public’s 
interest,” the Premier share

While speaking to the is-
sue of who is held account-
able when confidential gov-
ernment documents shared 
with Cabinet members are 
leaked to the public, the 

premier said there is a duty 
for Cabinet colleagues to 
ensure that those documents 
remain private.

He further argued that 
there is a difference between 
respecting confidentiality 
and being transparent.

According to the pre-
mier, there are appropriate 
forums and appropriate pro-
cesses to share information 
with the public and those 
should also be respected.

The British Overseas 
territory has been trying to 
ensure continued local dem-
ocratic rule in the country 
since the arrest of its former 
premier Andrew Fahie in 
the United States.

The Managing Director 
of the British Virgin Islands 
Ports Authority, was arrest-
ed, along with the former 
Premier Andrew Fahie, on 
charges of money launder-
ing and drug trafficking.

the Caribbean, such as Haitians, are 
also displaced.

It said the Biden administration is 
“committed” to resettling 20,000 refu-
gees from the Americas, including the 
Caribbean, over the next two years.

“This commitment represents a 
three-fold increase over projected ar-
rivals this fiscal year and reflects the 
Biden-Harris administration’s strong 
commitment to welcoming refugees,” 
it said, noting that the United States 
admitted more than 5,300 refugees 
from Latin America and the Caribbe-
an beginning in 2018 through early 
June 2022, and expects to resettle an 
additional 1,800 refugees by the end 

of 2022.
The State Department said it con-

tributed additional funding to UNHCR 
for staffing infrastructure in the Amer-
icas to increase referrals and it has ex-
panded caseworker staffing at the US 
Resettlement Support Center for the 
region by more than 300 percent in 
the last 12 months and will continue 
to prioritise cases in the region each 
quarter for US Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services refugee interviews.

In the past year, the State Depart-
ment said UNHCR’s focus through-
out the region has grown to include 
expanded referrals of Venezuelans, 
Nicaraguans, and Haitians across an-
other seven countries throughout Latin 

America and the Caribbean.
“As USRAP partners continue to 

increase staff capacity, the number of 
referrals and arrivals throughout the 
region will increase significantly,” the 
State Department said.

President Biden announced at 
the just-concluded ninth Summit of 
the Americas in Los Angeles, nearly 
US$314 million in new humanitarian, 
health, economic, and development 
assistance for Venezuelan refugees 
and vulnerable migrants.

The State Department said more 
than 6.1 million people have fled Ven-
ezuela since 2015, making it the larg-
est external displacement of persons in 
the hemisphere’s history.

cont’d from pg 16
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

(AP) — Britain canceled 
a flight that was scheduled 
to deport asylum seekers to 
Rwanda late Tuesday after 
the European Court of Hu-
man Rights intervened, say-
ing the plan carried “a real 
risk of irreversible harm.”

The decision to scrap 
the flight capped three days 
of frantic court challenges 
from immigrant rights law-
yers who launched a flur-
ry of case-by-case appeals 
seeking to block the depor-
tation of everyone on the 
government’s list.

British government offi-
cials had said earlier in the 
day that the plane would 
take off no matter how 
many people were on board. 
But after the appeals, no one 
remained. British media re-
ported that the number of 
potential deportees had been 
more than 30 on Friday.

After the flight was can-
celed, Home Secretary Priti 

Patel said she was disap-
pointed but would not be 
“deterred from doing the 
right thing.” She added: 
“Our legal team are review-
ing every decision made on 
this flight and preparation 
for the next flight begins 
now.”

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson had emphatically 
defended Britain’s plan, ar-

guing that it is a legitimate 
way to protect lives and 
thwart the criminal gangs 
that smuggle migrants 
across the English Channel 
in small boats. Britain in re-
cent years has seen an ille-
gal influx of migrants from 
such places as Syria, Af-
ghanistan, Iran, Sudan, Iraq 
and Yemen.

Johnson announced an 

agreement with Rwanda in 
April in which people who 
enter Britain illegally will 
be deported to the East Af-
rican country. In exchange 
for accepting them, Rwan-
da will receive millions of 
pounds (dollars) in develop-
ment aid. The deportees will 
be allowed to apply for asy-
lum in Rwanda, not Britain.

Opponents have argued 
that it is illegal and inhu-
mane to send people thou-
sands of miles to a country 
they don’t want to live in. 
The leaders of the Church 
of England joined the op-
position, calling the govern-
ment’s policy “immoral.” 
Prince Charles was among 
those opposed, according to 
British news reports.

Activists have de-
nounced the policy as an 
attack on the rights of ref-
ugees that most countries 
have recognized since the 
end of World War II.

BBC – The UN has launched 
a crowdfunding drive to raise $5m 
(£4.1m) in two weeks for an opera-
tion to remove a million barrels of 
crude oil from a decaying super tank-
er off Yemen’s Red Sea coast.

The FCO Safer has had virtual-
ly no maintenance since the start of 
Yemen’s devastating civil war seven 
years ago.

The UN has warned that the ves-

UK cancels first flight to deport 
asylum seekers to Rwanda

Britain’s Prime Minister, Boris Johnson speaks during a Cabinet 
meeting at 10 Downing Street, in London, Tuesday, June 14, 
2022. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali, Pool)

Yemen tanker: UN crowdfunding 
to prevent catastrophic oil spill

The FSO Safer is carrying 1.1m barrels of oil - four times the amount spilled in the 1989 
Exxon Valdez disaster [Holm Akhdar]cont’d on pg 19
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

AP - At least 1.7 million hun-
gry people in South Sudan are losing 
humanitarian food aid “at the worst 
possible time” as the United Nations 
World Food Program suspends the 
help, blaming critical funding short-
ages.

South Sudan faces unprecedent-
ed hunger amid climate shocks, soar-
ing food prices linked to the war in 
Ukraine and recovery from civil war. 
Over 60% of the population of more 
than 11 million people faces severe 
food insecurity, according to WFP, 
which said it had to halve food rations 
last year.

Among those now losing food aid 
in the middle of South Sudan’s lean 
season are 178,000 children who will 
no longer receive school meals, WFP 
said.

Food security experts have warned 
that 1.4 million children will be acute-

ly malnourished during the lean sea-
son between June and August.

“Humanitarian needs are far ex-
ceeding the funding we have received 
this year. If this continues, we will 

face bigger and more costly problems 
in the future, including increased mor-
tality, malnutrition, stunting, and dis-
ease,” WFP acting country director 
Adeyinka Badejo said in a statement.

UN cuts food aid to 1.7 million 
hungry people in South Sudan

sel will soon break apart or 
explode, causing an envi-
ronmental catastrophe.

But work to prevent 
such a disaster has been 
delayed due to a funding 
shortage.

UN member states have 
only pledged about $60m 
of the $80m needed for the 
initial operation to transfer 
the oil to another vessel. An 
additional $64m is needed 
for a long-term replace-
ment for the Safer.

“We’re trying to get to 
this $80m figure by the end 
of this month. It’s doable, 
but it’s going to take a push 
and that’s why we’re call-
ing on the public to help 

us to cross the finish line,” 
David Gressly, the UN 
humanitarian coordinator 
for Yemen, told an online 
briefing.

He added: “$20m is 
really not much when you 
look at the overall cost 
that this catastrophe would 
have. If indeed there were 
a spill, the estimates that 
we’ve received on the 
clean-up alone would be 
$20 billion.”

The FCO Safer was 
constructed as a super tank-
er in 1976 and converted 
later into a floating storage 
and offloading facility for 
oil. It is anchored near the 
Ras Isa oil terminal, which 
is controlled by Yemen’s 

rebel Houthi movement.
The 376m (1,233ft) 

vessel holds an estimat-
ed 1.14m barrels of crude 
oil, which is four times the 
amount of oil spilled in the 
1989 Exxon Valdez disas-
ter.

The Safer’s structural 
integrity has deteriorated 
significantly since mainte-
nance operations were sus-
pended in 2015, when the 
Houthis seized large parts 
of Yemen and a Saudi-led 
coalition intervened in sup-
port of the Yemeni govern-
ment. The ensuing conflict 
has reportedly killed more 
than 150,000 people and 
left more than 23 million 
others in need of aid.

Mr Gressly warned that 
the Safer’s advanced state 
of decay meant a catastro-
phe was “not just a proba-
bility or possibility, but a 
certainty if we do not act”.

He said the Houthis 
and the Yemeni govern-
ment were “anxious” for 
the UN’s plan to transfer 
the Safer’s oil to begin, 
and that the only obstacle 
remaining was the funding 
shortage.

The operation would 
become more difficult if 
it is not completed by Oc-
tober or November, when 
winds and currents would 
pick up and the chance 
of the vessel breaking up 
would increase, he added.

cont’d from pg 18
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Sports News

Dominica is welcoming the return 
of international cricket at the Windsor 
Park Sports Stadium for the first time 
since May 2017, with two back-to-
back games scheduled for 2nd and 3rd 
July, 2022.

The Windsor Park Sports Stadium 
is one of the T20I venues for the Ban-
gladesh tour of the West Indies.

Dominica has hosted four interna-
tional cricket matches at the Windsor 
Park Sports Stadium: the first ODI 
West Indies vs Bangladesh in July 
2009, West Indies vs South Africa 
ODI in May 2010, West Indies vs New 
Zealand T20I in July 2014 and a Test 
match between West Indies and Paki-
stan from 10th to 14th May, 2017.

Director of Tourism, Colin Piper 
said, “The Discover Dominica Author-
ity would like to express its gratitude 
to Cricket West Indies and the Govern-
ment of the Commonwealth of Domi-
nica for their efforts and assistance in 
bringing international cricket back to 
Dominica after a five-year absence.

“We are convinced that the two 
T20I matches in Dominica on July 2nd 
and 3rd will be fantastic, and we ex-
pect a strong turnout of local, regional, 
and international cricket fans to enjoy 
the fixtures.”

Cricket West Indies, Events Man-
agement Executive, Joneé Charles 
said, “The return of T20I games to 
Dominica is fantastic. We are delight-

ed that Dominica has been chosen to 
host these two matches, and we hope 
to host more in the future.

“After a challenging two years ow-
ing to the pandemic, we must express 
our gratitude to the local organising 
committee and Cricket West Indies for 
staging these T20I matches.”

BBC – The stream-
ing and TV rights for the 
Indian Premier League, 
the world’s richest crick-
et competition, have been 
sold for a record $5.6bn 
(£4.6bn).

Viacom18 - backed by 
Indian billionaire Mukesh 
Ambani - secured stream-
ing for $2.6bn, AFP report-
ed quoting sources.

Local media reported 
Disney-owned Star India 
bought TV rights for about 
$3bn.

The two deals com-
bined are more than double 
the $2.4bn Star paid for the 
IPL’s previous five sea-
sons. Two rights packages 
are still to be auctioned.

The winning bid for the 
TV rights for the next five 
seasons - a period that in-
corporates 410 IPL match-
es - were sold for about 
$7.36m (£6.1m) per game.

The digital streaming 

rights from 2023 to 2027 
for the annual two-month 
competition were sold for 
$6.4m (£5.3m) per match.

The figures put the IPL 
among the highest-ranked 
sport leagues alongside 

the NFL in the US and the 
English Premier League in 
cost-per-match terms.

The auction which 
started on Sunday morning 
is now on its third day, with 
two more rights packages - 
international broadcast of 
the IPL, and non-exclusive 
rights for certain matches - 
up for grabs.

The BCCI - India’s 
cricket authority - is set to 
make an eye-watering fig-
ure from the sale, which 
looks certain to be more 
than $6bn (£5m).

One of the world’s most 
watched sporting events, 
the IPL attracts many of the 
world’s top cricketers with 
high-paying packages.

Dominica to host West Indies 
v Bangladesh T20I cricket

Windsor Park Sports Stadium

IPL media rights deals sold 
for record-breaking $5.6bn

The IPL is the world’s richest cricket competition [AFP]
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BBC – Burnley have ap-
pointed former Manchester 
City captain Vincent Kom-
pany as manager.

The Belgian, 36, was 
Anderlecht boss for two 
years before leaving by mu-
tual consent in May, having 
led them to third in the Bel-
gian topflight.

Burnley sacked Sean 
Dyche in April and replaced 
him with interim boss Mike 
Jackson, who was unable to 
prevent relegation from the 
Premier League.

“I’m excited by the 
challenge ahead,” Kompany 

said.
“Burnley Football Club 

is a truly historic English 
side and it is an honour to be 

appointed first-team manag-
er.

“I’ve been impressed by 
the board’s vision for the 
club which aligns with my 
own and I look forward to 
playing my part as we enter 
an important season.”

Former Belgium de-
fender Kompany spent 11 
years at City, where he won 
10 major trophies, including 
four Premier League titles.

His appointment comes 
amid Burnley’s financial 
troubles. They received 
a £65m loan with Ameri-
can finance company MSD 
Holdings, a “significant pro-
portion” of which now has 
to be repaid after falling out 
of the top flight.

Burnley have not spec-
ified the length of Kompa-
ny’s contract.

Kompany retired from 
playing and took over as 
manager in August 2020, 
after which Anderlecht won 
41, lost 19 and drew 30 of 
his 90 games.

Sports News
Vincent Kompany: Burnley appoint former 

Manchester City captain as manager

Vincent Kompany won 89 caps for Belgium [Getty Images]
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Up & Over FC’s unbeaten run in 
the Antigua Over-40 Premier League 
has come to a spectacular end.

The Pigotts men’s perfect run was 
ended by Turf Masters who pulled off 
an emphatic 6-0 victory over Up & 
Over FC when both sides clashed in 
the seventh round of matches at the 
Antigua and Barbuda Football Asso-
ciation’s (ABFA) Technical Training 
Center at Paynters on Sunday.

The flood gates were opened when 
Terry Roberts scored an own goal in 
the 17th minute.

The first of two goals by Kemoire 
Hobson in the 28th minute gave Turf 
Masters a 2-0 halftime advantage. 

After the interval, Turf Masters 
scored four more goals without reply. 
A 38th minute conversion by Jamari 
Galloway made it 3-0. Cecil Daley 
scored his team’s fourth goal in the 
53rd minute.

Three minutes later, the lead was 
extended when Hobson slotted home 
his second goal of the match and a 61st 
minute strike by Donovan Peart com-
pleted the rout.

The win ensured Turf Masters will 
remain in fifth place in the standings 
with 10 points from seven outings, 
while Up & Over FC remains at the 
top of the league with 18 points after 
the same number of matches.

Striker Peter “Big Pete” Byers and 
Tyio Simon both scored hat tricks as 
Tun & Bang hammered bottom team 
Golden Grove Masters 8-0 to record 
the biggest margin of victory of the 
day.

But it was Itajah Simon who 
opened the scoring when his 8th min-
ute conversion gave Tun & Bang an 
early lead.

Two minutes later, Byers doubled 

his team’s lead when he scored his first 
goal of the match. Odell Murray then 
made it 3-0 when he hit home in the 
22nd minute.

Simon got into the act when he 
scored his first goal of the match with 
a 27th minute conversion to give Tung 
& Bang a 4-0 halftime advantage.

Simon then netted his second in 
the 50th minute and three minutes lat-
er, Byers also converted for the second 
time of the match to make it 6-0.

Simon completed his hat trick with 
a 58th minute strike and Byers also 
achieved the same feat when he scored 
two minutes later to complete the rout.

The win lifted Tun & Bang to third 
place in the standings with 12 points, 
overtaking West Ham FC on goal dif-

ference.
Dun Bar Crew also recorded an 

emphatic 5-0 victory over Legacy FC 
to consolidate their position in second 
place in the standings.

The Hoppers men took a 1-0 lead 
in the 8th minute, when Coy Hunte 
scored an own goal.

Kenton Morgan hit home in the 
26th minute to make it 2-0 at half time. 
Morgan added a second with a 44th 
minute conversion and one minute lat-
er, striker Tamarley “Ziggy” Thomas 
scored in the 45th minute to make it 
4-0. 

Ithamar Warner completed the 5-0 
drubbing when he scored Dun Bar 
Crew’s fifth goal and final goal of the 
match in the 60th minute.

Dun Bar Crew’s fifth win in seven 
matches lifted them to 15 points, while 
Legacy FC’s fourth loss in seven out-
ings ensured they remain third from 
bottom of the eight-team round-robin 
league competition on seven points.

West Ham FC salvaged a 1-1 draw 
with Extraordinary Men in the other 
encounter on Sunday.

Desmond “Zeco” Bleu scored in 
the 4th minute to give Extraordinary 
Men a 1-0 halftime lead. However, 
Stephen Hughes scored late in the 
second half to snatch the equalizer for 
West Ham.

The result lifted West Ham to 12 
points from seven matches but they 
slipped to fourth place in the standings 
due to an inferior goal difference to 
Tun & Bang, while Extraordinary men 
advanced to join Legacy FC on seven 
points.

However, Extraordinary Men re-
main second from bottom of the stand-
ings due to an inferior goal difference 
to Legacy FC.

Desmond “Zeco” Bleu scored for Ex-
traordinary Men in their draw with West 
Ham FC in the Antigua Over-40 Premier 
League over the weekend. (Photo by El-
win Francis)

Turf Masters end Up & 
Over FC’s unbeaten run
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After going under to All Saints Py-
thons in the Sir Vivian Richards Thurs-
day League on 9th June, Police returned 
to their winning ways in the Antigua 
Commercial Bank (ACB) Caribbean 
Parish League Sir Curtly Ambrose Lim-
ited Overs Competition over the week-
end.

After losing for the first time in the 
Parish League programme when they 
went under by 41 runs against All Saints 
Pythons, Police rediscovered their win-
ning formula as they romped to an em-
phatic 83-run victory over St Paul’s on 
Sunday.

Police batted first and made 140 for 
three in 22 overs. Jeron Jones slammed 
54, Derek Mourillon got 31 and Malique 
Gerald contributed 30.

In reply, St Paul’s crashed to just 
57 all out in 19.2 overs in which Ian 

Gore got 31. Spinner James Cornelius 
snapped up three wickets for seven runs, 
Vincent Shadrach picked up two for 10 
and Damon Valentine captured two for 
24. Police also got maximum points on 
Saturday after Mahico was unable to 
field a team for their scheduled encoun-
ter.

Freetown won both their matches 
over the weekend. The men from Free-
town defeated Mahico by six wickets. 

Mahico tumbled to 51 all out, with 
Clever Martin snatching five wickets for 
13 runs and Careen Richards grabbing 
four wickets for 27 runs.

Freetown then wrapped up the 
match, achieving their victory target of 
52 runs for the loss of four wickets.

Freetown also defeated neighbours 
Newfield by 100 runs. Cleton Payne 
struck an unbeaten 50 and opener Keif 
Baltimore scored 43 to lead Freetown 
to 164 for seven off 24 overs. Almond 
Peters claimed three for 25 and Azum 
Pandall captured two for 29.

In reply, Newfield tumbled to 64 
all out in 11.4 overs in which opener 
Peter Bellanfanti got 40. Clever Martin 
snapped up five for 24 and Phillip picked 
up two wickets for five runs.

In another encounter, D&R Archi-
tecture Sea View Farm defeated New-
field by nine wickets. Edwin Jackson 
struck 66 as Newfield made 140 all out 
in 26.3 overs. Donavan Atkinson bagged 
four for 31 and Alfred Jarvis took three 
for 22. Sea View Farm then coasted to 
victory, reaching their victory target of 
141 for one in 20.3 overs. Junie Mills 
cracked 55 not out and Jelani Mussing-
ton hit an unbeaten 40.

Sports News
Police return to winning 
ways in Parish League
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always had failures, but I 
think we are now buckling 
whenever there is failure.

“Resilience is important 
in anything that you do and 
it is a predominantly black 
team, and I see we have a 
Caucasian here, no disre-
spect, but it’s a predomi-
nantly black team. 

“When you go back to 
our roots, back to colonial-
ism and slavery, if our for-
bearers didn’t have the type 
of resilience that they had 
back then, none of us would 
have existed today.”

PM Browne offered 
congratulations to Devon 
Thomas, who has been se-
lected in the regional Test 
squad for the first time. He 
however, challenged Thom-
as to try and maintain An-
tigua and Barbuda’s rich 
cricket legacy. 

“Man of the moment 
Devon Thomas, congratula-
tions to you on your recent 
selection. I want to say to 
you that you are represent-
ing a nation that was once 
the epicenter of cricket in 
the West Indies or global 
cricket for that matter. So 
you have a rich legacy to 
defend,” he said.

“Do not go into this 
team as any second tier 
player, but to see yourself 
as someone who emanated 
from good stock. But at the 
same time, your discipline 
would be very important.

“Focus on your game 
and you have to be strategic 
too. The other thing too, you 
should be looking at your 
competitors to see what at-
tributes that they have that 

is superior to yours and to 
make sure that you match or 
exceed them.”

Thomas, a right-hand-
ed wicketkeeper/batsman, 
was one of three uncapped 
players named by Cricket 
West Indies (CWI) Men’s 
Selection Panel in a 12-
man squad for the first Test 
match against Bangladesh, 
to be played at the Sir Vivi-
an Richards Stadium in An-
tigua from tomorrow, 16th 
June to Monday, 20th June.

Left-arm spinner Guda-
kesh Motie and fast bowl-
er Anderson Phillip are the 
other two uncapped players 
in the squad. 

Thomas has played 21 

One-Day Internationals 
(ODIs) and four T20 Inter-
nationals (T20Is). 

Motie has so far played 
one T20I and was a reserve 
for the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup in the United 
Arab Emirates last year. 

Phillip was in the squad 
throughout the recent Apex 
Test Series victory against 
England, but has not made 
his debut to date. He has 
featured in three ODIs, in-
cluding last week’s 3-0 Se-
ries win against the Neth-
erlands and the just ended 
ODI Series in Pakistan. The 
Test squad also includes 
left-handed allrounder Ray-
mon Reifer, who has one 

match on his record.
Experienced fast bowler 

Kemar Roach is to undergo 
a fitness assessment as he 
recovers from an injury sus-
tained in the English County 
Championship with Surrey. 

If he is fit, he will be in-
cluded as the 13th player in 
the Test squad. Allrounder 
Jason Holder is unavailable 
for selection as CWI has 
granted his request for a pe-
riod of rest and recovery. 

He will therefore miss 
Bangladesh’s all-format 
tour of the West Indies. Bat-
ter Tagenarine Chanderpaul 
and fast bowler Shermon 
Lewis have been selected as 
reserves.

cont’d from pg 26
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Just days before the 
West Indies faces Bangla-
desh in the opening Test at 
the Sir Vivian Richards Sta-
dium, three members of the 
regional side paid a courte-
sy call on Prime Minister of 
Antigua and Barbuda, Gas-
ton Browne on Monday.

Accompanied by other 
Cricket West Indies offi-
cials, senior team captain 
Kraigg Brathwaite of Bar-
bados, Joshua Da Silva of 
Trinidad & Tobago and An-
tiguan Devon Thomas paid 
the courtesy call on Browne 
and fellow Antiguan Cab-
inet colleagues, including 
Minister of Sports and Ed-
ucation Daryll Matthew and 
Minister of Tourism Charles 
Fernandez.

In addressing the impor-
tance of West Indies cricket 
to the people of the Carib-
bean, PM Browne acknowl-
edged the team’s poor form 
of recent results.

PM Browne said im-
provement can be achieved 
with proper application by 
the West Indies players with 
the support of adequate fa-
cilities. 

 “We have great hopes 
for Cricket West Indies. 
Cricket West Indies is one of 
the most significant regional 
institutions. I think you will 

recognize that cricket in it-
self is a public good, it’s 
something that belongs to 
all of us. We are all vested 
in West Indies cricket,” PM 
Browne said.

“We know that we have 
not done as well as in the re-
cent past, but we still believe 
that you have the talent, and 
with proper application and 
the necessary facilities, we 
feel that you should be able 
to recover some of the lost 
gains.”

Although he expressed 
confidence in their talents 
and abilities, PM Browne 
is challenging the players to 

become more strategic and 
work much harder to im-
prove their performance.

“We believe that the 
team could be more coura-
geous, certainly more strate-
gic and members need to be 
held more hardworking and 
we believe that with prop-
er application, you will see 
better results,” PM Browne 
stated.

“It is not just about tal-
ent. We know that you have 
talents that is comparable to 
any other team on the plan-
et. Courage is very import-
ant and we find from time to 
time that West Indies play-

ers are not showing the type 
of resilience that is neces-
sary.

“If you look back at most 
of the games that were won 
by West Indies in the past, 
there were times when they 
had collapsed in the batting, 
collapsed in the bowling, 
but they were resilient al-
ways to make a comeback.

“There were a few 
matches in which they dom-
inated from beginning to 
end. The issue was the re-
silience to recover, which I 
think is lacking. So you can 
see historically that we have 

From left to right, CWI Representative Vernon Springer, Joshua Da Silva, Minister of Sports and 
Education Daryll Matthew, West Indies Team Captain Kraigg Brathwaite, Prime Minister of An-
tigua and Barbuda Gaston Browne, Devon Thomas, CWI Director and President of Leeward Is-
lands Cricket Association Enoch Lewis and Minister of Tourism Charles Fernandez. (Photo cour-
tesy CWI)

West Indies players pay 
courtesy call on PM Browne
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