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PM BROWNE WANTS
WORLD’S LARGEST
POLLUTION CULPRITS
HELD ACCOUNTABLE
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne during his address to the /ust concluded Summit of Americas in Los Angeles, California.
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Antigua and Barbuda pushes for
from polluters

compensation

Prime Minister Gaston
Browne is maintaining that
Antigua and Barbuda, as part
of the Association of Small
Island States (AOSIS), will
continue to forge ahead with
a request for loss and damage
financing from countries that
are major contributors to cli-
mate change.

Discussions have com-
menced in this regard at the
56th Session of the Subsidi-
ary Bodies, being held at the
headquarters of the United
Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) in Bonn, Germany.

Amidst pushback from
the United States to compen-
sate SIDS, the Antiguan and
Barbudan leader has encour-
aged the Antiguan delegation
to “stand their ground” on
the basis that polluters must
be held accountable for their
actions that are affecting the
Caribbean and other island
nations in the world.

“We went as far as filing
this initiative in which we es-
tablished a commission last
year, a SIDS commission on
climate change and interna-
tional law, and we’re saying

if they do not come to the ta-
ble, then we will take them to
court, because we are of the
view that the polluter should
pay.

“You can’t be profiting
from the profligate use of
fossil fuel, you’re making bil-
lions, trillions of dollars and
we have to suffer the conse-
quences and there is no com-
pensation,” PM Browne ar-
gued on his radio programme
on Saturday.

He argued that the actions
of polluters constitutes a tort
for which compensation to
victims is justified, instead
of countries like Antigua and
Barbuda depending on the
perpetrators for “random acts

of charity”.
Chief Environment Of-
ficer, Ambassador Diann

Black-Layne, is attending the
meeting in Germany and has
indicated that there is no plan
to change Antigua and Bar-
buda’s position.

“Under the convention,
we all agree that at least in-
surance and financing will be
provided and we have never
operationalised that. And so,
they have signed a conven-

Prime Minister Gaston Browne

tion, they are legally bound to
operationalise it, and they are
always using some excuse,
but we are going to be push-
ing forward,” she stated.

Addressing the 2nd
plenary session of the 9th
Summit of the Americas
last Friday in Los Angeles,
California, Prime Minister
Browne made the case for
compensation,  reminding
that small island states con-
tinue to reel from the effects
of climate change as a result
of the decisions of developed
countries, calling it “one of
the greatest injustices that
exists today” and called for
action from the United States
and other countries.

“If we learned nothing
else from the COVID-19
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pandemic, it should be that
we cannot legislate against
cross-border effects of global
issues, nor can we build walls
to exclude them, or establish
border patrols to turn them
back. Lip service, neglect
and national self-interest may
serve the wealthier countries
among us for a time, but
eventually deteriorating con-
ditions in the neighbourhood
will engulf all, unless we act,
and act now.

“What is urgently re-
quired is genuine interna-
tional cooperation to remedy
these ills, which have persist-
ed relentlessly, forcing many
small states to cope by bor-
rowing on commercial terms.

This borrowing to re-
peatedly repair infrastructure
damaged by the impact of
climate, and more recently, to
finance extraordinary expen-
diture incurred in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
has enlarged our debt burden,
leaving little fiscal space to
build resilience, and to con-
struct necessary physical in-
frastructure,” PM Browne
told the summit.
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A&B wants urgent reform of the WTO

Antigua and Barbuda
wants to see major chang-
es made to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) as the
body convenes its Ministe-
rial Conference (MC12) in
Geneva, Switzerland this
week.

Foreign Affairs Min-
ister, E. P. Chet Greene is
leading the country’s del-
egation to the 12-15 June,
2022 conference at the
WTO’s headquarters. Min-
isters from around the world
will review the operation of
the multilateral trading sys-
tem to offer their views and
plan the future work of the
WTO.

In a prerecorded mes-

The World Trade Organization’s 12th Ministerial Conference in Geneva, Switzerland, June 12,

2022. [CMG

sage that will be aired during
the conference, Greene said
Antigua and Barbuda has a
“profound” interest in the
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to have successfully utilised
the WTO’s dispute settle-
ment system, we see reform

cont’d on pg 5

reform and optimal func-
tioning of the WTO.

“As one of the smallest,
if not the smallest, countries
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Adventure on a guided aerial tour or charter to your next destination in style. Proudly operating the
state-of-the-art Airbus EC130, CalvinAir's flights combine safety, comfort and the highest calibre of service.

So soar around Montserrat's volcano, have lunch in St. Barths, or a picnic in Barbuda. The sky is no longer the limit.

For tours or charters call 268.789.HELI or visit calvinair.com.
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Liberta resident dies during fishing expedition

The body pulled from the
sea on Sunday morning has
been positively identified as
Courtney Winston Charles of
Liberta.

In a statement, the ABDF
said the deceased man’s sister
identified his lifeless body
after it was retrieved from the
water and brought ashore at
Nelson’s Dockyard.

Charles, also known by
the alias “Zyie”, was one of
two people on a line fishing
expedition yesterday morning
near the Pillars of Hercules.

At some point during the
trip, Charles fell overboard.

According to the ABDF,
they received a distress call
at approximately 6:56 am
on Sunday indicating that a
man who could not swim had
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fallen into the water.

Uponreceiving the report,
the Coast Guard immediately
sent out an urgent Marine
Radio Broadcast on VHF
channel 16 which, requested
any vessel in the vicinity to
provide assistance.

The Coast Guard also
deployed its own response
vessels to the area to conduct
a search for Charles.

The first Coast Guard
vessel arrived on scene
at about 7:33 am and
commenced the search. The
second vessel arrived with a
Coast Guard diver and joined
the search at approximately
8:50 am.

Charles was discovered
and retrieved from the water
at approximately 8:58 am.

A Message from Antigua and Barbuda Transport Board

He was taken to Nelson’s
Dockyard, where his body
was turned over to police.

He was later identified by
his sister.

The  district  doctor
conducted an examination
of the body and declared
Charles dead at 11:07 am
before releasing his body for
removal to a funeral home.

Offering condolences to
the family of Mr. Charles,
the ABDF appealed to those
members of the public “who
operate near or in our waters
to exercise extra care and
caution and to be safe at all
times”.

Parliamentary
representative for St. Paul, E.
P. Chet Greene, also extended
sympathy to Charles’ family.

70

DriveSafe

Courtney Winston Charles

“l extend condolences
to Yvonne, Namba, Valerie,
St. Elma and the rest of the
family and friends on the
tragic and untimely passing of
(Zyie) earlier this morning,” a
brief statement said.

Charles celebrated his 51%
birthday on 6" June, 2022.
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Fuel prices are going up...again

Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne has announced
that the prices for fuel at the
pump will increase today
across Antigua and Barbu-
da.

Speaking on the Browne
and Browne show on
Pointe FM on Saturday, PM
Browne said the govern-
ment has been subsidising
the prices of fuel over sev-
eral months, however, the
increases in cost of oil on
the international market has
made it impossible to con-
tinue doing so.

As of today, gasoline
prices are to be increased
from $15.15 to $17.50 per
gallon, while diesel prices
will increase from $15.23 to
$17.25.

There will be no in-
crease in the price of cook-
ing gas as, according to the
prime minister, the govern-
ment will continue to subsi-
dise this commodity.

Bus operators and fish-
erfolk will continue to re-
ceive the government subsi-
dy on fuel.

This is intended to main-
tain current bus fares and

the price at which fish and
other local seafood products
are sold.

The prime minister
blamed this latest round of
fuel increases on the ten-
sion in the international oil
market which, has been ex-
acerbated by the Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine 110 days
ago.

According to Browne,
the government was forced
to make the tough decision
to increase the prices of fuel,
as continuing the subsidy
would negatively impact the
government’s finances.

He added that despite
the challenges his adminis-

tration has faced in recent
times, it has taken pride in
its ability to prioritise the
on time payment of public
servants at the end of each
month.

Meanwhile, Browne
noted that the government’s
policy of keeping food at a
minimal cost will continue,
as many food items remain
exempt from taxes.

Despite the govern-
ment’s efforts to keep costs
low, the prime minister said
inflation in the United States
of America - from where
most of the food consumed
locally is imported - has in-
creased by more than 8 per-

cent over the past year. This
means that food imported
into the country will be sold
at a higher price irrespective
of the government’s inter-
vention.

PM Browne is also put-
ting the country on guard
and has warned if the war
in Ukraine continues much
longer, then there could be
further increases to come.

In light of this, the prime
minister said he is among
those urging the US to ease
its sanctions on Venezuelan
oil with the expectation that
there could be a broadening
of the Petro-Caribe arrange-
ment.

cont’d from pg 3

as crucial. We agree with the senti-
ment that reform must be transparent,
open and inclusive. We also support
calls for the urgent restoration of the
two-tiered dispute resolution system,”
he declared.

Noting that Antigua and Barbuda
is still awaiting for the full implemen-
tation of a WTO ruling in its favour
against the US nearly two decades
ago, Greene said any reform must fo-
cus on strengthening procedures for

compliance with the rulings and rec-
ommendations of the panel and ap-
pellate body’s reports. Referencing
the WTO’s Small Economies Work
Programme, Greene said Antigua and
Barbuda was pleased at the rapidity
with which delegates were able to con-
clude work on the ministerial decision
on the work programme.

“We look forward to further dis-
cussions, post MC-212, on how we
can meaningfully integrate small vul-
nerable economies into the global eco-

nomic structure,” he stated.

Nearly two decades ago, Antigua
and Barbuda successfully litigated a
case against the United States at the
WTO over that country’s decision to
ban cross border gaming. The US’ de-
cision upended the thriving gaming
sector in Antigua and Barbuda, caus-
ing thousands to lose their jobs.

Despite having won the case, An-
tigua and Barbuda has not received
compensation from the US, in spite of
numerous entreaties for compliance.
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Nicholas chides opposition
on Social Security issue

Information =~ Minister
Melford Nicholas is accus-
ing the main opposition’s
leadership of unbridled hy-
pocrisy for criticising the
government over its han-
dling of the Antigua Barbu-
da Social Security Board.

Nicholas was respond-
ing to comments made by
the United Progressive Par-
ty’s political leader, Har-
old Lovell, on a radio pro-
gramme that also included
the Executive Director of
Social Security, David Mat-
thias.

Last Thursday during
the post-Cabinet press brief-
ing, Nicholas said the op-
position is seeking to make
late pension payments by
Social Security a political
issue, and added that the late
disbursements have been
discussed at length by the
Cabinet.

According to Nicholas,
the UPP is attempting to
“whitewash” their handling
of Social Security while
they formed the govern-
ment.

The minister explained
when the current ABLP took
office in 2014, it was made
privy to an actuarial report
that was first presented to
the former UPP adminis-
tration, however, the rec-
ommendations in the report
were never implemented by
the UPP.

“It is incredulous for the
opposition to have ignored
the recommendations to

take decisive steps to save
the scheme, such as raising
the pensionable age and in-
creasing the contributions
into the scheme, to now be
critical of my government’s
action.

“We were the ones who
took the necessary steps
that, over time, will see the
scheme return to stability,”
he said.

Pointing to Lovell’s ad-
mission that as finance min-
ister under the UPP, a bond
was floated to support the
scheme, Nicholas explained
that this action on its own
was insufficient to resolve
the problems at Social Secu-
rity or provide a long term
solution to its difficulties
with making its monthly
pension obligations.

Information Minister Melford Nichola

The minister further ex-
plained that there are two
types of pensions; one paid
by the government to its for-
mer employees and the oth-
er paid by Social Security.

By law, those who re-
ceive a pension from the
consolidated fund are paid
first, and there is no problem
with this pension, however,
those beneficiaries who re-
ceive pensions from both
the government and Social
Security are the ones who
encounter difficulties with
the timeliness of Social Se-
curity issued payments.

“We prioritise those in-
dividuals who only receive
a single payment from SS
and they are paid first. Those
who would have already
received their government

pensions — as in the case
of both Lovell and former
Prime Minister Baldwin
Spencer — they are not pri-
oritised for SS payments,”
Nicholas explained.

Since taking office, the
ABLP has moved to steady
the ship at Social Security.
The corrective measures
have included an increase
in the rate of contributions
and an increase in the age of
retirement, which by 2024
will be 65.

“Rather than taking the
necessary steps when they
were in office, the UPP
punted the problem of So-
cial Security. So with gov-
ernment being continuous,
and being a responsible
government, we made sure
that we implemented the
recommendations from the
actuarial.

“With the expected im-
provements in the economy
over the next months and
years, we are hoping that
the scheme would improve
its financial situation,” he
stated.

Nicholas said the arriv-
al and fallout of COVID-19
derailed some of the out-
comes the government an-
ticipated from the measures
it had taken to right Social
Security.

He is hopeful, howev-
er, that as the economy im-
proves, Social Security’s
pensioners will see an im-
provement in the regularity
with which they are paid.
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Antigua and Barbuda celebrates
British Alrways mllestone

Antigua and Barbuda
marked British Airways
60th anniversary of flying
to Antigua with a cocktail
reception where the island’s
tourism minister congratu-
lated the airline on the ex-
cellent relationship created
over the years.

It was hosted by the An-
tigua and Barbuda Ministry
of Tourism and the Antigua
and Barbuda Tourism Au-
thority at the Rock Cottage,
Blue Waters.

Cultural dancers and
the melodious sounds of the
steelband set the celebratory
mood to welcome represen-
tatives from the Antigua and
Barbuda Hotels and Tour-
ism Association, the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Airport
Authority and the Museum
of Antigua and Barbuda and
other stakeholders.

Minister of Tourism and
Investment, Charles Fer-
nandez, congratulated the
airline on the excellent re-
lationship created through-
out the 60-year period. He
expressed interest in contin-
ued partnership and the fur-
ther growth of flights to the
destination.

“British Airways has for
sixty years connected trav-
ellers from the UK and Eu-
rope to Antigua and Barbu-
da, allowing us to share our
culture, our heritage, our
hospitality, and the beau-
ty of our destination. As a
trusted partner, British Air-
ways is interwoven into our
tourism story.

fad,

Minister of Tourism, Char/es Fernandez (centre) with regional British Airways execut/ves and local

tourism representatives.
“We share a rich his-

tory - from destination
partnerships, marketing
campaigns, to unwaver-

ing support during times
of need, they have with-
out a doubt contributed to
the success of our tourism
product.

“As we share in this mo-
mentous occasion, we con-
gratulate and applaud BA.

“We look forward to
many more years of part-
nership, and a mutually re-
warding relationship with
our twin-island paradise”,
said Fernandez.

British Airways’ Re-
gional Director (Antigua,
St. Kitts, and Turks & Ca-
icos) Patrice Skerritt, com-
menting on the tourism
celebrations said, “We are
most appreciative of your
efforts in recognising this
milestone with us at British

Airways.

“British Airways has al-
ways had a very strong re-
lationship with Antigua and
Barbuda and for sixty years
- three generations - we have
flown visitors to enjoy holi-
days, and we have reunited
our Caribbean friends and
family both here in the re-
gion and in London and be-

yond.”

Skerritt  thanked the
gathering for joining in the
anniversary  celebrations

and noted that the airline
looked forward to serving
the route for many more
years to come.

British Airways then
called British Overseas Air-
ways Corporation (BOAC)
first touched down at V. C.
Bird International Airport
on June 1, 1962.

A sense of nostalgia
was brought to the event,

as CEO of the Antigua and
Barbuda Tourism Author-
ity Colin C. James shared
tales of the airline from its
first voyage to Antigua in
1962, their 1965 corporate
sponsorship of Antigua
Carnival, the November 2,
1984, arrival of the Con-
corde to Antigua, and the
development of a modern
day partnership considered
a “marriage made in heav-
en, with an airline that has
always served the destina-
tion well”.

In November 2019, the
Antigua and Barbuda Tour-
ism Authority honoured
British Airways as an out-
standing partner by present-
ing the airline with a ‘Black
Pineapple Award’ for their
contribution to the success
of the summer marketing
campaign #WhatCoolLook-
sLike. (Loop)
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World’s most vulnerable
call for application
of Article 6 Rules to

Voluntary Carbon

Two United Nations
negotiating groups repre-
senting 85 countries ex-
ceptionally vulnerable to
climate change, this week
signed a joint letter to the
Integrity Council for the
Voluntary Carbon Market
(IC-VCM), urging it to ap-
ply several key principles
from the Article 6 “rule-
book” to the voluntary car-
bon market.

The letter, signed joint-
ly by Antigua and Barbu-
da’s Ambassador Conrod
Hunte, Chair of the Alli-
ance of Small Island De-
veloping States (AOSIS)
and Madeline Diouf Sarr,
Chair of the Least Devel-
oped Countries (LDCs),
encourages the IC-VCM
to apply a 5% share of pro-
ceeds for adaptation to the

Adaptation Fund, and ap-
ply a 2% cancellation rate
to contribute to an overall
mitigation in global emis-
sions. It also encourag-
es the best practices of
avoiding double counting
and applying conservative
baselines.

“The voluntary carbon
market is a significant and
growing source of climate
finance,” said Ambassador
Hunte. “We need to see
the standards the world’s
governments set for inter-
national carbon markets in
Glasgow become widely
and consistently applied,
including in the voluntary
carbon market. For those
of wus representing the
world’s most vulnerable
populations, the increased

cont’d on pg 9

Ambassador Conrod Hunte
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mitigation ambition and funding for
adaptation this will generate is abso-
lutely vital.”

The joint letter recognises the
enormous challenges that small is-
land developing states and least de-
veloped countries face from climate
impacts; impacts that have been
clearly underlined by the latest IPCC
Sixth Assessment Report. Applying
the Article 6 principles, the letter
says, would “put the VCM in the
vanguard of progressive instruments
to tackle the climate emergency”.

The opportunity to use the
Glasgow Climate Pact outcome on
Article 6 to shape the voluntary car-
bon market has been raised by lead-
ing climate academics, including
Professor Benito Miiller of Oxford
University and Professor Saleemul
Huq of the Independent University
Bangladesh.

According to data released by
Ecosystem Marketplace, the value of
the voluntary carbon market exceed-
ed USD$1 billion in 2021, which
would raise $50 million per year for
climate vulnerable nations, and this
number is expected to increase in
coming years.

Rules that will automatically
direct the proceeds from 5% of the
credits generated under the new UN
carbon trading system to adaptation
finance was a hard-fought win for
developing countries, particularly
SIDS and LDCs, in Glasgow, Scot-
land. So too was the automatic can-
cellation at issuance of 2% of those
credits, an unprecedented innovation
in carbon trading that moves the new
UN system beyond simple offsetting
— often criticised for merely shifting
emission reductions from one place
to another — and instead generates
concrete emission reductions with

every transaction.

“Small island developing states
need to see the highest possible am-
bition from every part of carbon trad-
ing universe,” Ambassador Hunte
added. “That includes the voluntary
market.”

Since 1990, AOSIS has repre-
sented the interests of the 39 small
island and low-lying coastal devel-
oping states in international climate
change, sustainable development ne-
gotiations and processes.

As a voice for the vulnerable,
its mandate is more than amplifying
marginalised voices as it also advo-
cates for these countries’ interests.

In terms of size, AOSIS closely
resembles the countries it represents
on the global stage, but often punch-
es far above its weight, negotiating
historic global commitments to cut
greenhouse gas emissions, among
other achievements.
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VACANCY
HEALTH & SAFETY INSPECTOR

The Antigua Public Utilities Authority’s is now seeking applications
from suitably qualified persons for the position of Health & Safety
Inspector:

The Health & Safety Inspector is responsible for maintaining and
improving safety in the workplace by identifying and assessing
conditions and procedures of work which could produce accidents
and losses. The Inspector will also contribute to developing
accident-prevention and loss-control systems/programs and
maintaining effective information systems which identify hazards
and risks and the steps required to eliminate or control them.

Key tasks include but are not limited to the following:
Performing Health & Safety functions in any of the Authority’s core
Business Units - Water, Electricity, Telecoms and Head Office.
Notifying the Health Safety & Wellness Officer (HSWO) and
Business Unit (BU) Manager of accidents or incidents involving
employees immediately, on receipt of a report.

Notifying the HSWO and BU Manager of accidents or incidents
involving damage to property within twenty-four (24) hours of a
report being received.

Completing preliminary accident/incident investigations within
forty-eight (48) hours of the occurrence of an incident/accident.
Developing specifications for hazard specific safety devices and
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), sourcing and selecting
vendors of the required devices and ensuring that the appropriate
stock of these items are maintained.

« Ensuring that employees are suitably trained in the proper use and
maintenance of assigned PPE and that employees use the PPE as
stipulated.

« Causing a task or equipment to cease operation in a timely manner
whenever there are clear indications of imminent danger.

- Documenting and maintaining records, inclusive of complaints
received, observed safety violations and actions taken.

« Identify training needs.

« Submitting monthly reports to the HSWO in a timely manner.

The ideal candidates should possess the following:

« Minimum of an Associate’s Degree or equivalent in Occupational
Health & Safety, Industrial Hygiene, Biology, Chemistry or a
related field

« Diploma/Certification in Occupational Health and Safety or
related field

- A suitable combination of experience and qualification

« Attention to detail with excellent communication skills

« Proficiency with MS Office suite of applications

« A valid driver’s license and a vehicle.

Interested persons are asked to apply in writing to:
The Human Resources Manager
Antigua Public Utilities Authority
P.O. Box 416
Crn. High Street & Independence Avenue
St. Johns, Antigua
OR Email: hr@apua.ag

Deadline for application is Tuesday 21st June, 2022
** Only suitable applicants will be acknowledged **
“APUA is an equal opportunity Employer”
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Second COVID-19 death
recorded, 140th since
start of pandemic

The most recent report
received by the Ministry of
Health, Wellness and the
Environment revealed sev-
enty-three (73) new labora-
tory confirmed COVID-19
cases in Antigua and Bar-
buda as of Thursday 8th
June, 2022 at 6pm.

One hundred and twen-
ty-nine (129) samples were
processed.

Thirty-seven (37) re-
covered cases were record-
ed.

One (1) COVID-19 re-
lated death was recorded.

Consequently, the to-
tal number of persons
with laboratory confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Anti-
gua and Barbuda is eight
thousand four hundred
and seventy-nine (8,479);
which is inclusive of one
hundred and fifty (150) ac-
tive cases.

There are five (5) hospi-
talised cases; two (2) mod-
erate and three (3) mild.
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Vacancy Notice for the position of Activities Coordinator

The Office of the National Authorising Officer is seeking a suitably qualified person for the position of
Activities Coordinator for the Non-State Actor Advisory (NSA) Committee. The NSA Advisory Committee
is a nine-member grouping of non-governmental organisations supported by the European Development
Fund to fulfil its role as a key stakeholder group in the Antigua and Barbuda-EU development partnership.

The appointment will be for a period of approximately four months. The specific responsibilities include,
but are not limited to the following:

e Serve as a focal point for contact on all matters relating to the implementation of activities under the
NSA initiative;

e Coordinate and plan the specified activities of the NSA Advisory Committee related to its public
outreach objectives which include increased dialogue across the civil society community, support for
vulnerable and marginalized groups and greater public awareness of the reach of donor support;

e Assist the NSA Advisory Committee with designing the format and content of the planned conference;

e Arrange for conference facilities, meals, lodging, recording and reproduction needs, and multimedia
equipment;

e Manage and oversee all activities on the day of the conference;

e Liaise with all the various stakeholders to coordinate the implementation of the community
information sessions, inclusive of venue and participants;

e Assist with the preparation of information materials, presentations and displays for the community
information session;

e Collaborate with the NSA Advisory Committee and its Chairperson to implement the Committee’s
communication and visibility activities;

e Ensure appropriate donor visibility in all activities according to the EU’s communication and
visibility guidelines;

e Use participant surveys and other tools to assess overall success of activities and submit findings;

e Prepare records and reports on the activities/events undertaken by the Committee.

Qualifications and Experience

e Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, Management or related field with at least

three years’ experience in the area of event and or project coordination;

A leader with a positive attitude, confidence and professionalism;

Strong negotiation and communication skills;

Excellent writing skills;

A critical thinker and problem solver;

Sound time management and attention to details;

Able to collaborate with others and use leadership skills to guide in planning and decision making;

Strong inter-personal skills and demonstrated ability to lead teams and people;

Proven competence in the use of computer software applications including spreadsheets and word

processing;

e Experience in working with civil society organizations and knowledge of the local civil society
landscape would be an asset;

e Familiarity with International Donor operating procedures would be an asset.

Interested and qualified candidates are asked to forward their application and CVs to
onao.applications@gmail.com by June 17" 2022. Responses along with the detailed terms of reference
for the position will be forwarded to shortlisted candidates only.
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Has beans and ever was

By Tony Deyal

Because I didn’t have
the money to study law, and
in the cold winter nights of
Canada I drank lots of cof-
fee to keep me awake, in-
stead of a Barrister I became
a Barista. If anyone asked
me how I took my coffee, I
told them, “Seriously. Very
seriously.”

I grew up with coffee. I
was born in 1945, just after
the Second World War end-
ed, and every hot drink was
a “tea”. We had coffee tea,
bush tea, Milo tea, Ovaltine
tea and “green” tea. Why 1
stuck to coffee was not just
the taste but the company.
Female wrestler, AJ Lee,
warned, “Never trust anyone
who doesn’t drink coffee.”
David Letterman, who next
to Johnny Carson was my
favourite Television Host,
claimed, “If it wasn’t for the
coffee, I'd have no identi-
fiable personality whatso-
ever.” Steven Wright, my
favourite stand-up comedi-
an, in addition to one-liners
like, “A clear conscience
is usually the sign of a bad
memory” and “Ambition is
a poor excuse for not having
enough sense to be lazy”,
said, “I put instant coffee
in a microwave oven and
almost went back in time.”
My favourite coffee lady is
Louisa May Alcott. Wheth-
er it was praise for Little
Women, Little Men or Jo’s
Boys, she made it clear, “I’d
rather take coffee than com-
pliments just now.”

What also strengthened

my love for coffee was its
association with different
kinds of rituals almost ev-
erywhere in the world. As
Newsweek said, “Long be-
fore Starbucks had a loca-
tion on every street corner,
unique traditions had devel-
oped around preparing and
serving the daily brew in al-
most every country. Wheth-
er you preferred a coffee
spiced with pepper, a half-
caf venti no-foam soy latte
from your favourite barista;
or a coffee with cheese...”
It could be lengthy ceremo-
nies lasting hours, like those
in Ethiopia, or the “Fika” of
Sweden which is both anoun
and a verb, meaning you can
fika with friends or just by
yourself. If you don’t give a
fika for fika, you can go to
Italy and start with moka,
followed by an espresso or
two (or even three) and then
head for Turkey, not to eat
one but to try their “cezve”,
a small brass or copper pot
in which the finely ground
coffee is prepared.

Perhaps this is what
started the joke, “This coffee
tastes like dirt!” with the re-
ply, “It has to be. It was just
ground a few minutes ago.”
Interestingly, in Turkey the
colour “brown” is know as
“kahverengi” or “coffee co-
lour.” In Vietnam, war or no
war, even in the years with-
out electricity, the favourite
brew is like a thick, strong
espresso with a chocolate
flavour. One of their fa-
vourites is iced coffee with
condensed milk. Mexicans

Tony Deyal

have their “café de olla”
which is coffee with cinna-
mon and brown sugar in an
“olla” or clay pot. In Ethi-
opia the beans are roasted,
ground and brewed in a clay
pot called a “jebena”. They
have three levels of cof-
fee but the “ground” floor
1s “abol”, condensed and
very strong coffee flavoured
with sugar, salt, and butter.
In Brazil, wherever you go,
whether to the dentist or
even the gas station, the cof-
fee is free. The only coffee
I am likely to run from is
Austria’s “Kaisermelange”
which, though it means “fit
for a king (or Kaiser)” is
espresso combined with egg
yolk, sweetened with honey
and spiked with brandy or
rum.

In Trinidad and six other
Caribbean countries we also
have our own Rituals Cof-
fee shops. When the com-

pany first started, the coffee
was great but then quickly
dropped in quality. One of
my friends complained to
the owner that the price of
the coffee had gone up but
the taste had gone down. In
fact, my friend joked that the
coffee was like a “fortnight”
(two weak). The owner’s re-
ply was, “Listen. I am not in
the coffee business. I am in
the money business.” From
the time I heard that, I got
out of the Rituals business
and returned to my morn-
ing ritual, my cup of black
coffee. The Rituals boss
and other coffee vendors
can make all the Star Bucks
they want but not from me.
Every day, very early in the
morning, I let out both my
steam and esteem from my
percolator. I am like the
“Dog Face Soldier Song”
of the US Marines but will

cont’d on pg 13
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make a slight change in the lyrics
from, “I wouldn't give a bean. To be a
fancy pants Marine. I'd rather be a dog
faced soldier like I am,” to “I wouldn’t
take a bean, From a Rituals machine.
I’d rather take a sup from my enamel
cup.”

There are many reasons to do this.
A Dallas media network grabbed my
attention with the headline, “Coffee
Makes Your Brain Run Better.” It ex-
plained, “Coffee is pretty much rocket
fuel for your brain...according to re-
cent research, it may be doing more
than just providing an additional jolt
of energy; coffee may be rewiring
your brain.”

Now that is very serious business.
I doubt that even a rewired brain can
be better or smarter than an unwired
stomach. While our stomachs warn us
that they’re empty, the brains, espe-
cially those of politicians, do not. In
fact, since the dawn of time the brain

has been a big grey area and those of
most Caribbean politicians demon-
strate daily that on the left side of their
brains there’s nothing right, and on the
right side, there’s nothing left.

If what I wrote about the brain
makes you think, I have some good
news to sweeten your mood. CNN re-
ported that coffee protects your heart
and aids in treating other diseases like
liver problems. Its flavour and aroma
can not only act as antioxidants but
also have anti-inflammatory and an-
ti-aging properties. An article in “mar-
thastewart.com” showed that moder-
ate coffee consumption (three to four
cups per day) could have a positive
effect especially in dealing with blood
pressure, cardiovascular disease, heart
failure, cardia arrhythmias (an abnor-
mality of the heart’s rhythm) or diabe-
tes mellitus.

The Annals of Internal Medicine
just published a study which proves
that no matter how you take your cof-

fee, there’s good reason to stick with it
because added sweeteners don’t make
a difference. In fact, adults who drank
“moderate” amounts of coffee (1.5 to
3.5 cups a day), either unsweetened
or with sugar, are more likely to en-
joy improved longevity and longer life
spans. The only problem is that the
people tested were averaging about
one teaspoon a cup and that is much
less than you would get in a tin of con-
densed milk. CNN, in a report on the
same research, stressed that “If you
drink sugar-laden lattes and caramel
macchiatos, you’re out of luck.” The
way to deal with this is to tell your
partner, “Hold the sugar please dar-
ling. You’re sweet enough for both of
us!”

*Tony Deyal was last seen quot-
ing the woman who when asked,
“Why are men so much like cof-
fee?” answered, “The best ones are
rich, warm and keep you up all night
long.”
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New York fund apologises for
role in Tuskegee syphllls study

By Jay Reeves

For almost 40 years starting in the
1930s, as government researchers pur-
posely let hundreds of Black men die
of syphilis in Alabama so they could
study the disease, a foundation in New
York covered funeral expenses for the
deceased. The payments were vital to
survivors of the victims in a time and
place ravaged by poverty and racism.

Altruistic as they might sound, the
checks — $100 at most — were no
simple act of charity: They were part
of an almost unimaginable scheme. To
get the money, widows or other loved
ones had to consent to letting doctors
slice open the bodies of the dead men
for autopsies that would detail the rav-
ages of a disease the victims were told
was “bad blood.”

Fifty years after the infamous Tus-
kegee syphilis study was revealed to
the public and halted, the organisa-
tion that made those funeral payments,
the Milbank Memorial Fund, publicly
apologised Saturday to descendants of
the study’s victims. The move is root-
ed in America’s racial reckoning after
George Floyd’s murder by police in
2020.

“It was wrong. We are ashamed of
our role. We are deeply sorry,” said the
president of the fund, Christopher F.

MONDAYS|5Pm-6pm

President Clinton and Vice President Al Gore, back, helo Herman Shaw, 94, a Tus-
kegee Syphilis Study victim, during a news conference on May 16, 1997. Fifty years
after the infamous Tuskegee syphilis study was revealed to the public in 1972 and
halted, Manhattan-based philanthropy organisation Milbank Memorial Fund is pub-
licly apologising for its role in the infamous Tuskegee syphilis study. (AP Photo/Doug
Mills, File)

Koller.

The apology and an accompanying
monetary donation to a descendants’
group, the Voices for Our Fathers Leg-
acy Foundation, were presented during

a ceremony in Tuskegee at a gathering
of children and other relatives of men

who were part of the study.
Endowed in 1905 by Elizabeth
cont’d on pg 15
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Milbank Anderson, part of a

wealthy and well-connected
New York family, the fund
was one of the nation’s first
private foundations. The
non-profit philanthropy had
some $90 million in assets
in 2019, according to tax
records, and an office on
Madison Avenue in Man-
hattan. With an early focus
on child welfare and public
health, today it concentrates
on health policy at the state
level.

Koller said there’s no
easy way to explain how its
leaders in the 1930s decided
to make the payments, or to
justify what happened. Gen-
erations later, some Black
people in the United States
still fear government health
care because of what’s called
the “Tuskegee effect.”

“The upshot of this was
real harm,” Koller told The
Associated Press in an in-
terview before the apology
ceremony. “It was one more
example of ways that men
in the study were deceived.
And we are dealing as in-
dividuals, as a region, as a
country, with the impact of
that deceit.”

Lillie Tyson Head’s late
father Freddie Lee Tyson
was part of the study. She’s
now president of the Voices
group. She called the apolo-
gy “a wonderful gesture and
a wonderful thing” even if
it comes 25 years after the
U.S. government apologised
for the study to its final sur-
vivors, who have all since
died.

“It’s really something
that could be used as an ex-

ample of how apologies can
be powerful in making rep-
arations and restorative jus-
tice be real,” said Head.

Despite her leadership
of the descendants group,
Head said she didn’t even
know about Milbank’s role
in the study until Koller
called her one day last fall.
The payments have been
discussed in academic stud-
ies and a couple books, but
the descendants were un-
aware, she said.

“It really was something
that caught me off guard,”
she said. Head’s father left
the study after becoming
suspicious of the research,
years before it ended, and

didn’t receive any of the
Milbank money, she said,
but hundreds of others did.

Other prominent or-
ganizations, universities
including Harvard and

Georgetown and the state
of California have acknowl-
edged their ties to racism and
slavery. Historian Susan M.
Reverby, who wrote a book
about the study, researched
the Milbank Fund’s partici-
pation at the fund’s request.
She said its apology could
be an example for other
groups with ties to systemic
racism.

“It’s really important
because at a time when the
nation is so divided, how we

come to terms with our rac-
ism is so complicated,” she
said. “Confronting it is diffi-
cult, and they didn’t have to
do this. I think it’s a really
good example of history as
restorative justice.”

Starting in 1932, gov-
ernment medical workers
in rural Alabama withheld
treatment from unsuspect-
ing Black men infected with
syphilis so doctors could
track the disease and dis-
sect their bodies afterward.
About 620 men were stud-
ied, and roughly 430 of them
had syphilis. Reverby’s
study said Milbank recorded
giving a total of $20,150 for

cont’d on pg 16
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about 234 autopsies.

Revealed by The As-
sociated Press in 1972, the
study ended and the men
sued, resulting in a $9 mil-
lion settlement from which
descendants are still seek-
ing the remaining funds, de-
scribed in court records as
“relatively small.”

The Milbank Memo-
rial Fund got involved in
1935 after the U.S. sur-
geon general at the time,
Hugh Cumming, sought the
money, which was crucial
in persuading families to
agree to the autopsies, Re-
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verby found. The decision
to approve the funding was
made by a group of white
men with close ties to fed-
eral health officials but little
understanding of conditions
in Alabama or the cultural
norms of Black Southerners,
to whom dignified burials
were very important, Koller
said.

“One of the lessons for
us is you get bad decisions
if ... your perspectives are
not particularly diverse and
you don’t pay attention to
conflicts of interest,” Koller
said.

The payments became
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less important as the De-
pression ended and more
Black families could afford
burial insurance, Rever-
by said. Initially named as
a defendant, Milbank was
dismissed as a target of the
men’s lawsuit and the or-
ganisation put the episode
behind it.

Years later, books in-
cluding Reverby’s “Exam-
ining Tuskegee, The Infa-
mous Syphilis Study and Its
Legacy,” published in 2009,
detailed the fund’s involve-
ment. But it wasn’t until
after Floyd’s death at the
hands of Minneapolis police
that discussions among the
Milbank staff — which is
now much more diverse —
prompted the fund’s lead-
ers to re-examine its role,
Koller said.

“Both staff and board
felt like we had to face up to
this in a way that we had not
before,” he said.

Besides delivering a
public apology to a gather-
ing of descendants, the fund
decided to donate an undis-
closed amount to the Voic-
es for Our Fathers Legacy
Foundation, Koller said.

The money will make
scholarships available to the
descendants, Head said. The
group also plans a memori-
al at Tuskegee University,
which served as a conduit
for the payments and was
the location of a hospital
where medical workers saw
the men.

While  times  have
changed since the burial pay-
ments were first approved
nearly 100 years ago, Rever-
by also said there’s no way
to justify what happened.

“The records say very
clearly, untreated syphilis,”
she said. “You don’t need a
Ph.D. to figure that out, and
they just kept doing it year
after year.”
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Pair’s disappearance in Brazil’s
Amazon tied to ‘fish mafia’

By Fabiano Maisonnave

A main line of police
investigation into the disap-
pearance of a British jour-
nalist and an Indigenous of-
ficial in the Amazon points
to an international network
that pays poor fishermen to
fish illegally in Brazil’s sec-
ond-largest Indigenous ter-
ritory, authorities said.

Freelance journalist
Dom Phillips and Indige-
nous official Bruno Pereira
were last seen last Sunday
morning near the Javari
Valley Indigenous Territo-
ry, which sits in an area the
size of Portugal bordering
Peru and Colombia. The
two men were in the Sao
Rafael community. They
were returning by boat to
the nearby city of Atalaia
do Norte but never arrived.

After a slow start, the
army, the navy, civil de-
fence, state police and In-
digenous volunteers have
been mobilised in the
search. On Saturday, fed-
eral police said they were
still analysing human mat-
ter found the day before in
the area where they disap-
peared. No more details
were provided.

The scheme is run by
local businessmen, who pay
fishermen to enter the Ja-
vari Valley, catch fish, and
deliver it to them. One of
the most valuable targets is
the world’s largest freshwa-
ter fish with scales, the ara-
paima. It weighs up to 200

E
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Vendor Antonio Rodrigues do Santos work

s at the fish market in Atalaia do Norte, Amazonas

state, Brazil, Friday, June 10, 2022. According with the police a wildcat fisherman is the main
suspect of the disappearance of British journalist Dom Phillips and Indigenous affairs expert Bru-
no Pereira, and authorities say illegal fishing near the Javari Valley Indigenous Territory, where
Phillips and Pereira went missing last Sunday has raised the tension with local Indigenous groups
in the isolated area near the country’s border with Peru and Colombia. (AP Photo/Edmar Barros)

kilograms (440 pounds)
and can reach 3 metres (10
feet). The fish is sold in
nearby cities, including Le-
ticia, Colombia, Tabatinga,
Brazil, and Iquitos, Peru.
The only known suspect
in the disappearances is
fisherman Amarildo da Cos-
ta de Oliveira, also known
as Pelado, who is under ar-
rest. According to accounts
by Indigenous people who
were with Pereira and Phil-
lips, he brandished a rifle at
them the day before the pair
disappeared. He denies any
wrongdoing and said mili-
tary police tortured him to
try to get a confession, his
family told the Associated

Press.

Pereira, who previously
led the local bureau of the
government’s  Indigenous
agency, known as FUNAI,
has taken part in several
operations against illegal
fishing. In such operations,
as a rule the fishing gear is
seized or destroyed, while
the fishermen are fined and
briefly detained. Only the
Indigenous can legally fish
in their territories.

“The crime’s motive is
some personal feud over
fishing inspection,” the
mayor of Atalaia do Norte,
Denis Paiva, speculated to
reporters without providing
more details.

The AP had access to
information police shared
with Indigenous leader-
ship. While some police,
the mayor and others in the
region link the pair’s disap-
pearances to a “fish mafia,”
federal police do not rule
out other lines of investiga-
tion. The area has a heavy
narco trafficking activity.

Fisherman  Laurimar
Alves Lopes, 45, who lives
on the banks of Itaquai riv-
er, where the pair disap-
peared, told the AP he gave
up fishing inside the Indig-
enous territory after being
detained three times. He
said he endured beating and

cont’d on pg 18
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starvation in jail.

“I made many mistakes, I stole a
lot of fish. When you see your child
dying of hunger you go get it where
you have to. So I would go there to
steal fish to be able to support my
family.

“But then I said: I'm going to put
an end to this, I’'m going to plant,” he
said during an interview on his boat.

He said he was taken to local fed-
eral police headquarters in Tabatinga
three times, where he was beaten and
left without food.

One of the arrests was made by Fu-
nai official Maxciel Pereira dos San-
tos. Lopes said he was falsely accused
of hunting in an Indigenous area this
time. He said he spent a night in the
local FUNAI base before being sent
to Tabatinga.

In 2019, Santos was gunned down
in Tabatinga in front of his wife and

daughter-in-law. Three years later, the
crime remains unsolved. His FUNAI
colleagues told the AP they believe
the crime is linked to his work against
fishermen and poachers.

Lopes, who has five children, says
his family’s primary income is $80
monthly from a federal social pro-
gram. He also sells watermelon and
bananas in Atalaia do Norte’s streets,
which earned him around $1,200 last
year. He claims he only fishes near his
home to feed his family, not sell.

Rubber tappers founded all the
riverbank communities in the area. In
the 1980s, however, rubber tapping
declined and they resorted to logging.
That ended, too, when the federal
government created the Javari Valley
Indigenous Territory in 2001. Fishing
has become the main economic activ-
ity since then.

A fishing trip to the vast Javari
Valley lasts around one month, ac-

cording to Manoel Felipe, a local his-
torian and teacher who also served
as a councilman. For each illegal in-
cursion, one fisherman earns at least
$3,000.

“The fishermen’s financiers are
Colombians,” Felipe said. “In Leti-
cia, everybody was angry with Bruno.
This is not a little game. It’s possible
they sent a gunman to kill him.”

In mayor Paiva’s view, it is not
a coincidence that the only two kill-
ings of Funai officials in the region
occurred during the administration
of far-right President Jair Bolsonaro,
who has often advocated tapping In-
digenous territories’ resources, par-
ticularly minerals, by the non-Indig-
enous and companies.

“This government made people
more prone to violence. You talk to
someone today and he says he has to
take up arms. It was not like this be-
fore,” he said.

WITH KHAN KC CORDICE
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CARICOM chairman John
Briceno tells Summit
decision to exclude Cuba and
Venezuela “unforglvable”

CMC - Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
Chairman John Briceifio
has described as inexcus-
able, incomprehensible,
and unforgivable, the deci-
sion by the United States to
exclude Cuba and Venezu-
ela from the ongoing ninth
Summit of the Americas.

And he has called on
US President Joe Biden
to lift the decades-old “il-
legal” embargo against
Cuba.

Addressing the first
Plenary Session that was
attended by President
Biden whose administra-
tion did not invite Cuba,
Venezuela, or Nicaragua to
the Summit over concerns
about human rights and a
lack of democracy, the Be-
lize Prime Minister insist-
ed that the Summit belongs
to all of the Americas.

“It is therefore inexcus-
able that all countries of
the Americas are not here,
and the power of the Sum-
mit diminished by their ab-
sence. It is incomprehensi-
ble that we would isolate
countries of the Ameri-
cas which have provided
strong leadership and con-
tributed to the hemisphere
on the critical issues of our
time,” he said.

Speaking specifically

1 SUMMIT OF THE

AMERICAS

LOS ANGELES « 3023

CARICOM Chairman John Bricefio addressing a plenary ses-
sion at the 5th Summit of the Americas on Thursday.

about Cuba, Briceno said
that the Spanish-speak-
ing Caribbean nation had
provided consistent, un-
matched cooperation in
health to almost two-thirds
of the countries in the
Western Hemisphere.

He noted that Cuban
healthcare experts were
on the frontline in the very
early and uncertain days of
his country’s COVID-19
response, and many Beliz-
ean doctors and healthcare
professionals are trained in
Cuba.

Bricefio called on
President Biden to lift the
blockade against Cuba and
build bonds of friendship
with its people.

“The illegal blockade
against Cuba is an affront
to humanity. It continues

to cause untold suffering.
It is inconsistent with our
values. In fact, it is una-
merican,” the CARICOM
chairman said.

Similarly, he said,
Venezuela had done much
toward energy security
for the Caribbean region
through its innovative fi-
nancing programs, and its
absence from the Summit
was “unforgivable”.

“At this most critical
juncture when the future of
our hemisphere is at stake,
we stand divided. And that
is why this Summit of the

Americas should have
been inclusive,” Bricefio
said.

“Belize rejects the uni-
lateral right of any country
to impose exclusions. We
assert, unequivocally, that

the principle of inclusivity
must be the touchstone of
all future summits. Geog-
raphy, not politics, defines
the Americas,” he added.

Meantime, the Beliz-
ean leader highlighted that
people across Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean are
weathering successive and
simultaneous crises.

He said Caribbean
economies are Iin a pre-
carious place because of
inherent vulnerabilities to
external shocks, includ-
ing exposure to climate
change and devastating
storms, and the COVID-19
pandemic and the effects
of the war in Ukraine
have further battered those
economies.

“Notwithstanding the 6
percent recovery in glob-
al growth in 2021, CAR-
ICOM member states, ex-
cept for Guyana, recorded
an average growth rate of
one percent. A few mem-
ber states experienced
even further GDP losses
ranging from -1 percent to
-6.3 percent.

Bricefio said Caribbe-
an countries were ready to
join their partners in the
Americas to design mea-
sures that will provide ur-
gent and targeted respons-
es to arrest this decline.
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Church and NGOs call on SKN'’s
PM Harris to name election date

CMC - Churches and
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) have written
to St Kitts and Nevis Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy Harris
urging him to name a date for
the general election.

They have also warned
that a code of conduct should
be implemented to ensure
“the society is not plunged
into election-induced chaos”
as voters in this twin-island
Federation prepare to elect
a new government. In their
June 8 letter to Harris, the
churches and the NGOs list-
ed several issues they want
the relevant authorities to
take into consideration, in-
cluding a pre-election period
of sensitivity, neutrality in the
electoral process, the delay in
announcing the election date
and the abuse of office.

“We are of the firm view
that the execution of the Code
of Conduct should be manda-
tory after every dissolution
of the National Assembly
to ensure that our society is
not plunged into election-in-
duced chaos, as emotions are
heightened during election
campaigns. We, therefore,
anticipate your soonest ex-
ecution of the Code of Con-
duct in your capacity as Po-
litical Leader of the People’s
Labour Party,” the groups
wrote in their letter.

The letter was sent by the
St. Kitts Christian Council;
the St. Kitts Evangelical As-
sociation; the Nevis Christian
Council; the Nevis Evangeli-
cal Association; The St. Kitts

Nevis Chamber of Industry
and Commerce; and the St.
Kitts and Nevis Bar Associa-
tion. Harris is yet to announce
a date for the election after he
dismissed several of his min-
isters and asked the Gover-
nor-General to dissolve Par-
liament as his coalition Team
Unity government collapsed
because of internal wran-
gling.

Legislators of two of
the coalition — the People’s
Action Movement (PAM)
and the Concerned Citizens
Movement (CCM) that
controlled seven of the nine
seats in Cabinet, had filed a
motion of no confidence in
Harris, but he scuttled that
move by having the Parlia-
ment dissolved.

In their letter, the groups
said they were also raising
“some concerns observed by
our non-governmental organ-
isations which can diminish
our people’s confidence in our
electoral system, create social
instability, cause widespread
anxiety, negatively affect the
local economic climate, and
undermine the respect for

St. Kitts and Nevis’ Prime Minister, Dr. Timothy Harris

B

"

true democracy and the rule
of law in our Federation.”

On the issue of the
pre-election period of sensi-
tivity, the letter noted that the
“Executive, led by your Cab-
inet of Ministers, should re-
frain from implementing ma-
jor policy decisions that are
likely to commit an incoming
Government.

“Ministers remain in of-
fice and in charge of their de-
partments, but it is customary
for them to observe discretion
in announcing initiatives that
are new or of a long-term
character in their capacity
as a minister. The Executive
should refrain from making
significant appointments to,
or sanctioning employment
of persons within, the Civil
Service, ancillary govern-
ment employment or benefit
programmes and other gov-
ernment-owned entities.

“We were reminded of
the foregoing conventions
associated with the operation
of our Constitution when, for
example, in a recent public
announcement on May 30,
2022, you referred to a policy

decision made by the current
Cabinet of Ministers as being
“good news provided by the
Team Unity Administration
and more particularly, by
the People’s Labour Party.”
This reference — and other
major announcements made
by you and your Cabinet of
Ministers within the past two
weeks — run counter to the
pre-election period of sen-
sitivity conventions and can
be reasonably seen as being
used for political gain.”

The groups said that ma-
jor policy decisions and pub-
lic statements of that nature
are even more concerning to
“our organisations as your
Cabinet of Ministers only
consists of three (3) elected
Members of the now-dis-
solved National Assembly.

“You have therefore con-
stituted a Cabinet with less
than one third (1/3) of elected
representatives of the people.
Whilst it may be within your
constitutional right, as Prime
Minister, to do so, please be
reminded that we are a peo-
ple who have expressly stated
in our Constitution that we
believe in a true democracy
where the voice of the people
is paramount.

“The actions of your
Cabinet of Ministers, made
up of a minority of elected
representatives of the peo-
ple, should therefore be even
more sensitive in nature and
limited in scope at this time to
conform with constitutionally
connected conventions.”

cont’d on pg 21
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World Bank project allocates US$44
million to improve education in Guyana

CMC - The Board of
Executive Directors at the
World Bank, has approved
financing of US$44 million
for the Guyana Strengthening
Human Capital through Edu-
cation Project.

The project will focus on
expanding access to quality
education at the secondary
level, as well as improv-
ing technical and vocational
training (TVET) to meet the
needs of the labour market.

The funding aims to pre-
pare Guyanese citizens to
excel in emerging sectors of
the economy including cli-
mate-resilient  agriculture,
low-carbon technology, and
digital development.

Guyana is investing
heavily in its citizens, with
education and vocational
training playing a key role as
the country is at a key junc-
ture of its growth,” said the
World Bank’s resident repre-
sentative for Guyana and Su-
riname, Diletta Doretti.

“This project comple-
ments other education ini-
tiatives that the World Bank
is supporting, as the govern-
ment is working to ensure
that more people can acquire
the needed skills to benefit
from the ongoing economic
transformation.”

Activities under the proj-
ect are expected to benefit
at least 60,744 students and
2,128 teachers and principals
at the secondary level. At the
TVET level, a minimum of
600 students and 140 sec-
ondary and post-secondary

TVET trainers will benefit
from professional develop-
ment activities.

The project will support
the piloting and national roll-
out of a new curriculum for
grades 7-9, which emphasis-
es environmental steward-
ship and climate change, inte-
grated into social studies and
science for grades 7 and 9.
The project will also finance
textbooks for grades 7-11 to
support the rollout of the new
curriculum and the urgent
need for learning recovery
following the pandemic.

Increased support for
teachers and principals is also
envisioned under the project.
This includes training teach-
ers on the new curriculum
and how to teach students
with different needs — includ-

ing students with disabilities.

Other interventions in-
clude the coaching and men-
toring of teachers to support
continuous professional de-
velopment and the develop-
ment and implementation of
an instructional leadership
and managerial program for
principals.

In light of the learn-
ing losses caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, proj-
ect activities will include es-
tablishing an early warning
system to help teachers and
principals identify and sup-
port students at risk of drop-
ping out. General secondary
schools will also be built or
rehabilitated to improve the
learning environment for stu-
dents, as well as improving
infrastructure, climate resil-

ience and access to education
for all students.

According to the Wash-
ington based lending agen-
cy, the project will also sup-
port technical and vocational
training, which will include
transferable skills to equip
students for a changing la-
bour force, including digital
competency skills.

It will strengthen the
enabling environment for
TVET and improve the qual-
ity and relevance of training
options. The project includes
encouraging apprenticeship,
a digital platform providing
information on training op-
portunities, and the prepara-
tion of a new TVET policy
that will set the direction for
the sector’s medium- to long-
term development.

cont’d from pg 20

They warned that “continued actions in
breach of such conventions and fundamental
democratic principles will only do harm to
our maturing democracy,” reminding Harris
of activities that may be deemed as abuse of
office.

“A public official commits an offence of
abuse of office if he or she — seeks or ac-
cepts personal or private benefit for himself
or herself or a member of his or her family or
a person associated with him or her, wheth-
er or not the benefit places him or her under
an obligation to the person giving or offering
the benefit. Uses public funds or resources
for private purposes, including party politi-
cal purposes. Fails to act impartially, or gives
undue preferential treatment to a person or
group of persons.

“Acts in a way that allows or might rea-
sonably be thought to allow, a conflict of
interest to arise between the public duties

and private interests of the public official.
Interferes in, or seeks to influence, otherwise
than as part of his or her duty, the appoint-
ment, promotion, suspension, demotion or
dismissal of a public official or other person.
Induces or encourages another public official
to act contrary to the Code of Conduct.”

There are also public concerns of “un-
usual” activity taking place at the electoral
office with the indication that “there should
be greater emphasis on the peaceful and or-
derly conduct of the impending election.

“Neutrality on the part of the Electoral
Commission, electoral officials, the Royal
Saint Christopher and Nevis Police Force and
the Defence Force is paramount. The Elec-
toral Commission has ultimate control of the
election and there should be no interference
with its operations,” the groups noted, urging
Prime Minister Harris to announce an elec-
tion date “to relieve the nationwide anxiety
engulfing our society...”
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Facing “polycrisis”, WTO chief

warns of

Reuters — World Trade
Organization chief, Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala, expressed
cautious optimism on Sun-
day that more than 100 trade
ministers meeting in Gene-
va would achieve one or
two global deals this week,
but warned the path there
would be bumpy and rocky.

The director-gener-
al from Nigeria said the
world had changed since
the WTO’s last ministerial
conference nearly five years
ago.

“I wish T could say for

World Trade Organization ( WTO) Director-General NQOZI Okon—
jo-lweala attends a news conference ahead of the Ministerial
Conference (MC12) in Geneva, Switzerland, June 12, 2022. RE-
UTERS/Denis Balibouse

rocky road to deals

boost access to COVID-19
vaccines, address food se-
curity and to set a course for
reform of the WTO itself.

“Let me be clear, even
landing one or two will not
be an easy road.

“The road will be bumpy
and rocky. There may be a
landmine along the way,”
Okonjo-Iweala said, adding
she was “cautiously opti-
mistic” that the meeting
would conclude with one or
two deals.

She also cautioned min-
isters they should not expect

better. It has certainly be-
come more complex,” she
told a news conference be-
fore the meeting, listing the

lingering COVID-19 pan-
demic, the war in Ukraine
and major food and energy
crises as pieces of a “poly-
crisis”.

She urged trade min-
isters to go the extra mile
over the coming days to
achieve agreements such as
to reduce fishing subsidies,

to achieve everything on
their countries’ wish lists
and recognise that compro-
mises are never perfect.

No pardon for Britons sentenced to
death, pro-Russian separatist leader says

Reuters — The leader of the Rus-
sian-backed separatist Donetsk region
of Ukraine said on Sunday there was
no reason to pardon two British na-
tionals who were sentenced to death
last week after being captured while
fighting for Ukraine.

A court in the self-proclaimed Do-
netsk People’s Republic on Thursday
found Aiden Aslin and Shaun Pinner
- and Moroccan Brahim Saadoun -
guilty of “mercenary activities” seek-
ing to overthrow the republic.

Britain says Aslin and Pinner were
regular soldiers and should be exempt
under the Geneva Conventions from
prosecution for participation in hostil-
ities. The pro-Russian separatists who
control Donetsk say they committed
grave crimes and have a month to ap-
peal.

" ﬁ
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A still image, taken from footage of the Supreme Court of the self-proclaimed Donetsk
People’s Republic, shows Britons Aiden Aslin, Shaun Pinner and Moroccan Brahim
Saadoun captured by Russian forces during a military conflict in Ukraine, in a court-
room cage at a location given as Donetsk, Ukraine, in a still image from a video re-

leased June 8, 2022. Video taken June 8, 2022. Supreme Court of Donetsk People’s
Republic/Handout via REUTERS TV/File Photo

“I don’t see any grounds, prerequi- the leader of the breakaway republic,
sites, for me to come out with such a was quoted as saying by Russian news
decision on a pardon,” Denis Pushilin, cont’d on pg 23
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Nine arrested after vicious
assault on women in north Chma

AP — Chinese authorities arrested
nine people on suspicion of violently
assaulting several women at a restau-
rant after surveillance footage of the
attack sparked widespread outrage.

Footage from a barbecue restau-
rant in Tangshan in northern Hebei
province, time stamped 2:40 a.m. Fri-
day, showed one of the men approach-
ing a table where a party of four wom-
en were seated and placing his hand on
a woman’s back.

She rebuffed him several times
before he flew into a rage and slapped
her, prompting her to fight back. A
brawl ensued, with a group of men
entering the restaurant and brutally
attacking the woman and her dining
partners, including shoving them to
the ground, kicking them and even
throwing a chair at them.

Footage taken from outside the
restaurant also showed the attackers
dragging the woman who had rebuffed
the man’s advances out of the estab-
lishment and beating her viciously
while most passers-by and patrons
looked on.

Photographs of her lying on a
stretcher, with a swollen and bloodied
face, as well as footage of the attack,
went viral online.

The assault and the public outcry
renewed a conversation about misogy-
ny and mistreatment of women in Chi-
na. Earlier this year, a viral video of a
woman being chained to a wall in a hut
drew public backlash after authorities
initially denied that she was a victim

of human trafficking. She was later
found to have been sold as a bride.

All nine suspects were arrested
Saturday, according to a statement by
authorities issued on microblogging
platform Weibo.

Two women had sustained
non-life-threatening injuries and were
receiving treatment in a hospital. Their
condition was reported to be stable.
Two others were slightly injured.

The footage of what happened
both inside and outside the restau-
rant was just under five minutes. The
Weibo user who was among the first
to post the videos said in a post that it
was “heartbreaking” to watch.

“Does that mean that dining out
is so unsafe now, do we have to bring
men with us everywhere we go?” the
post read. “(These men) are no differ-
ent from thugs.”

When reached, the user declined to

reveal the source of the videos, stating
that it was “inconvenient” to do so. By
Sunday, the video of footage filmed in-
side the restaurant had garnered over
68 million views, while the footage
showing the graphic assault outside
the restaurant had been taken down.

Social media users have con-
demned the attack and criticised Tang-
shan police for being slow in arresting
the suspects.

“I’m a woman, and I have a daugh-
ter,” said one Weibo user with the han-
dle BaobaomaoDaren. “I wonder —
as I’m creating value for society and
spreading positive energy, will this so-
ciety protect me and my child?”

State broadcaster CCTV said in an
online commentary that the suspects
must be arrested as quickly as possible
and “punished severely in accordance
with the law” in order to account to the
victims and the public.

cont’d from pg 22

it is fighting to remove en- pendent states, a move Ukraine when war broke
agencies. tirely from Kyiv’s control. condemned by Ukraine and out and “as members of
Donetsk and Luhansk Three days before the West as illegal. Ukrainian armed forces,

are two breakaway Rus-
sian-backed entities in the
Donbas region of eastern

Ukraine, which Russia says ognised

launching its invasion of
Ukraine on Feb. 24, Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin rec-

and Pinner

them as inde-

Aslin’s family said he

“are not, and

never were, mercenaries”.
They were living in

should be treated with re-
spect just like any other
prisoners of war”, the fam-
ily said in a statement.
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$4.75M: Schwartzel wins richest
golf event amld Saudi outcry

AP — Former Masters
champion Charl Schwartz-
el banked $4.75 million on
Saturday by winning the
richest tournament in golf
history, while the event’s
Saudi backers faced re-
newed backlash after a 9/11
victims’ group called for
American players to with-
draw from the rebel series.

Schwartzel held on for
a one-shot victory at the
inaugural LIV Golf event
outside London to secure
the $4 million prize for the
individual victory — along
with another $750,000 from
his share of the $3 million
purse earned by his four-
man Stinger team for top-
ping the team rankings.

Schwartzel  collected
more prize money from win-
ning the three-day, 54-hole
event than he had from the
last four years combined.
Not that it could match the
sense of sporting achieve-
ment that he felt after his
win at Augusta National in
2011.

“Money is one thing
but there you’re playing for
prestige, history,” he said.
“Winning a major will al-
ways top anything you do.”

This hefty paycheck has
come at a cost to Schwart-
zel’s career status, having
resigned his membership of
the PGA Tour to play on the
unsanctioned series without
a waiver.

“Never in my wildest
dreams did I think we could

-

Charles Schwartzel of South Africa kisses thé trophy as he pos-
es for the media after he won the inaugural LIV Golf Invitational
at the Centurion Club in St Albans, England, Saturday, June 11,

2022. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)

play for that much money in
golf,” Schwartzel, who had
not won a PGA or European
tour event since 2016, told
the crowd.

Pressed in the news con-
ference, he dismissed criti-
cism of the windfall coming
from the Saudi sovereign
wealth fund.

“Where the money
comes from is not some-
thing that I’ve ever
looked at playing in my 20
years career,” the South Af-
rican said. “I think if I start
digging everywhere where
we played, you could find
fault in anything.”

Fellow South African
Hennie Du Plessis, who was
selected for Stinger by team
captain Louis Oosthuizen
in the draft, earned $2.875
million by finishing second
at Centurion Club, located

between Hemel Hempstead
and St. Albans.

Schwartzel entered the
final day with a three-shot
lead and did just enough to
hold off Du Plessis despite
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finishing with a 2-over 72
for a 7-under total of 203.

It is the first of eight
events in the first year of
LIV Golf, which began
against the backdrop of the
PGA Tour banning players
who signed up. The Europe-
an tour has yet to comment
on any sanctions for players
who jumped to the series
without its approval.

Twenty players have
now defected from the PGA
Tour, with Patrick Reed the
latest former Masters cham-
pion confirmed on Saturday
as signing up to LIV Golf
as the final round was being
completed.

However, the lucrative
rewards for joining the Pub-
lic Investment Fund-backed
series have not been enough
to entice any players ranked
in the world’s top 10.
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Small protests in Tokyo and
Sapporo agamst Olymplc bid

AP — A small group of
protesters gathered Sunday
in central Tokyo and in the
northern city of Sapporo to
oppose Japan’s overtures to
hold the 2030 Winter Olym-
pics.

About 50 people gath-
ered in each locale holding
“No Olympics” banners and
trying to make their case to
a passing public.

Sapporo is considered
among the favourites to land
the 2030 Games along with
Salt Lake City and Vancou-
ver. All three cities have
held previous Winter Olym-
pics. Last week, Sapporo’s
city legislature rejected a
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Protesters hold a banner Wh/ch reacls The /OC is a bunch of
thieves. Spend on welfare, not the Games.” in Shinjuku district
of Tokyo, Japan, Sunday, June 12, 2022. Holding “No Olym-
pics” banners, protesters demanded Japan drop its bid for the
2030 Winter Games Sunday. (AP Photo/Yuri Kageyama)

proposal to hold a city-wide votes have usually turned
referendum on the issue. down the proposal.

Cities that have held public Sapporo officials say

We Entertain You

BRCRLE 2

polling shows 52% support
the bid, making a referen-
dum unnecessary.

“It 1s going to cost so
much,” said Yuki Kubo,
a Sapporo resident, after
marching through the city.
“People are having a hard
time making a living. This is
no time to be wasting mon-
ey on the Olympics.”

Sapporo officials have
estimated the cost at $2.6
billion, though Olympic
bids consistently overrun
estimates.

Sapporo hopes to use
some facilities from the
1972 Olympics, and also

cont’d on pg 27
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Azerbaijan Grand Prix: Max Verstappen
wins in Baku as Charles Leclerc retlres

BBC — Max Verstappen
won the Azerbaijan Grand
Prix and took control of the
World Championship after
an engine failure on Charles
Leclerc’s Ferrari.

Leclerc’s second en-
gine-related retirement from
the lead in three grands prix
leaves him trailing Verstap-
pen by 34 points, despite six
pole positions in eight races.

And it continues the
impression that Ferrari’s
season is falling apart after
such a promising start, as
Leclerc’s team-mate Carlos
Sainz also failed to finish
following a hydraulic fail-
ure.

Verstappen won the 25th race of his career

Verstappen led team-
mate Sergio Perez to a Red
Bull one-two, as George
Russell took third for Mer-
cedes, with team-mate Lew-
is Hamilton fighting back to
finish fourth.

Leclerc ~ immediately
lost the advantage he had
earned with a dazzling pole
position lap as Perez dived
for the inside into Turn One
after a good start.

The Ferrari then came

under pressure from Ver-
stappen, but was able to
hold the Dutchman off until
a virtual safety car period
on lap nine caused by Sainz
parking up in a run-off area.

Ferrari leapt on the op-
portunity to pit for fresh
tyres, which Red Bull did
not, hoping that it would
vault Leclerc into the lead -
which a few laps later it did.

As Leclerc dropped
briefly down to third fol-

lowing his stop, Verstap-
pen soon closed in on Perez
and passed for the lead on
lap 15, after the Mexican
was told “no fighting”. Pe-
rez stopped the next time
around, and Verstappen two
laps later.

After the Red Bull driv-
ers’ stops, the race looked
set to boil down to whether
Leclerc, in the lead, could
hold off the challenge of the
Red Bulls, who would have

a significant grip advantage.

And that question would
have been made all the more
intriguing by a second vir-
tual safety car when Kevin
Magnussen’s Haas suffered
a failure in his Ferrari en-
gine.

But by the time the Dane
pulled off, Leclerc was long
out of the race, a cloud of
smoke erupting behind his
car towards the end of lap
21.

cont’d from pg 26
utilise venues from the 1998 Nagano
Winter Olympics.

The official cost of the just-com-
pleted Tokyo Olympics was $13.6
billion, twice the original estimate. In
addition, several government audits
showed the actual cost might be well
over the official number. All but about
$6 billion was public money.

“Tokyo has been saddled with a
big debt we have to pay and so the
Olympics are far from over,” said pro-

tester Misako Ichimura, speaking near
Tokyo’s central Shinjuku station.

There was persistent opposition to
the Tokyo Games, which faded when
the Olympics opened just under a year
ago with few fans allowed to attend
during the pandemic.

The Sapporo bid is almost sure
to go forward with the backing of Ja-
pan’s ruling LDP party and commer-
cial interests. The IOC also owes Ja-
pan some favours, having staged the
Tokyo Games despite added costs and

the loss to local organisers of almost
$1 billion in possible ticket sales.

The International Olympic Com-
mittee is expected to name the 2030
venue at meetings in May 2023 in In-
dia’s western metropolis of Mumbai.
It could also award the 2034 Winter
Games.

The IOC has lined up its next three
Summer Games — Paris ’24, Los An-
geles ’28 and Brisbane, Australia *32.
The next Winter Olympics are in 2026
in Milan-Cortina d’ Ampezzo, Italy.
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Angelina Silston thrilled at
first title win with Da Squad

Angelina Silston, JanServeEvents
Cool &Smooth Da Squad’s diminutive
setter, is happy that her team has won
their first national club title.

Da Squad defeated perennial cham-
pions Paragons 25-17, 22-25, 25-15,
25-17 in the final to win their inaugural
national women’s title in the Antigua
and Barbuda Amateur Volleyball As-
sociation’s (ABAVA) Local League at
the indoor facility at the YMCA Sports
Complex on Saturday, 4th June.

Silston, who was a member of Da
Squad when the team finished last in the
2019 tournament, was ecstatic after win-
ning all their matches in 2022 to claim
the title.

“I feel astonished, I feel incredible,
I feel amazed, wonderful! I just feel out
of this world that we have been able to
win this, our first volleyball title,” an
emotional Silston stated, while basking
in her team’s success moments after de-
throning Paragons who had won the title

for ten consecutive years.

“It’s about time. It feels amazing. At
first, we were a bit hazy in the opening
games of the final because we were a bit
tight, but when we finally got loose, we
just did what we had to do and play.

“We took the game to them, they
responded, and it was a tough battle be-
cause they knew where to put the ball,
so we had to cover those areas. Overall,
I think we played wonderfully.

“I have been playing for Da Squad
for the past six years, so this year is my
seventh year with the team and we have
never won a tournament. So this has
been a great accomplishment for us.

“I think throughout this entire expe-
rience, we have learnt to gel with one an-
other and come together as a team. This
is what Da Squad is about, it’s all about
teamwork and everyone knows that. We
come together and celebrate whether we
make a good or bad play on the court.”

Silston played solidly all tourna-

Antigua
JUNE 16-20 | TOAM-5PM

SIR VIVIAN RICHARDS STADIUM

JanServeEvents Cool & Smooth Da
Squad setter, Angelina Silston, cele-
brates with the championship trophy after
her tearm defeated Paragons in the final
fo win their first ABAVA women'’s title at
the YMCA Sports Complex on 4th June,
2022. (Photo: Elwin Francis)

ment in setting her team’s potent attack-
ers - Ismay Pedroso , Dairilys Perez and
Yoanna Fuentes - who all proved to be
among the most efficient outside hitters
in the competition.

Silston is the only Antiguan on Da
Squad’s blended team of athletes from
Cuba, the Dominican Republic and St.
Lucia’s Chenoah Evans.

“These new players from the oth-
er countries bring a diversity of play.
Whereas we are accustomed to this par-
ticular play, they actually brought a new
dimension of play, so we learnt different
ways of playing that particular play,”
said Silston, who added that she is con-
fident Da Squad will win more titles in
the future.

“We are going to be winning this title
back to back and many more times. For
all those years we have not been win-
ning, we are going to win them now,”
she beamed.
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All Saints end Police’s

unbeaten Parish League run

——_

All Saints have finally succeed-
ed in ending Police’s unbeaten run in
this year’s Antigua Commercial Bank
(ACB) Caribbean Parish League.

Police, who were unbeaten as they
captured both the Dave Joseph and Sir
Richie Richardson limited overs com-
petitions and their first two matches in
the Sir Curtly Ambrose one-day con-
test, lost for the first time last Thurs-
day.

They went under by 41 runs
against All Saints in their opening
match in the ACB Caribbean Sir Viv-
ian Richards Thursday League at the
Police Recreation Grounds.

Jewel Andrew cracked a half cen-
tury as All Saints made 154 for 7 off
26 overs. Andrew struck 54, Dimetri
Lucas made 24 and Jewel’s brother,
Hilroy Andrew, chipped in with 21.

Off-spinner James  Cornelius
grabbed four wickets for 17 runs.

Set 155 to win, Police could only
muster 113 for 9 in 24.2 overs, despite
Damian Lowenfield securing a top
score of 50.

Neville Nicholls contributed 22.

Lucas took 3 wickets for 28 runs,
while Akeem Blackman snapped up 2
wickets for 2 runs and Andra Samuel
captured 2 for 26.

Teenaged cricketer, Jewel Andrew, struck a half century to inspire All Saints to a
41-run victory over Police in the opening round of the Sir Vivian Richards Thursday

League. (File photo)

Pigotts Crushers defeated New-
field by 23 runs at Pigotts in the only
other match that was played.

Pigotts made 169 all out in 26
overs, with Anthony “I Roots” Martin
getting a top score of 56.

Jalen Harris picked up 4 wickets
for 28 runs.

In reply, Newfield were dismissed

for 147, with Hughan Tonge making
28 and Shamar Pereira contributing
21.

Clever Martin captured 3 wick-
ets for 15 runs and Elroy Francis Jr.
picked up 2 wickets for 8 runs

The scheduled match between Ris-
ing Sun Spartans and Mabhico at Rising
Sun was not played.

cont’d from pg 30
neying to Budapest.

Stefano will compete
in the Men’s 50 metre and
100-metre freestyle, while
Noah will compete in
the Men’s 200 metre and
400-metre freestyle events.

Meanwhile, Olivia will
face her counterparts in
the Women’s 50 metre and
100-metre freestyle, while
Bianca will vie for suprem-

acy in the Women’s 200 me-
tre and 400-metre freestyle.

FINA has been staging
the World Championships
since 1973.

At the first edition in
Belgrade, four disciplines
— swimming, synchronised
swimming, diving and
men’s water polo — formed
the event.

Open water swimming
was added in 1986, along

with women’s water polo.
High diving was staged for
the first time in 2013.

The programme has
been expanded over time
to include by 2015, five in-
dividual disciplines. The
featured mixed events have
brought the number of titles
on offer to seventy-five and
the number of participants
has nearly quadrupled over
the almost half century old

competition.

Thanks to the success
of global superstars, aquat-
ics grew to become the top
Olympic sport by 2021. This
has resulted in the FINA
World Championships now
being recognised as one of
the top sports events in the
world, drawing billions of
TV viewers and several mil-
lion social media interac-
tions.
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Experienced team to represent
A&B at FINA World Championships

A four-member team will repre-
sent Antigua and Barbuda at the 19th
International Swimming Federation’s
(FINA) World Aquatic Champion-
ships in Budapest, Hungary from 18th
June to 3rd July.

The team, comprising four over-
seas-based college swimmers - Ste-
fano Mitchell, Noah Mascoll-Gomes,
Olivia Fuller and Bianca Mitchell -
will compete from 18th June to 24th
June in the individual competitions,
which feature diving, water polo and
synchronised swimming.

They will be accompanied by
Head Coach Mark Mitchell and Team
Manager Anna Maria Mitchell.

Three of the athletes - Stefa-
no, Olivia and Noah- were part of a
four-member team who represent-
ed Antigua and Barbuda at the 18th
FINA World Aquatic Championships
in Gwangju, South Korea, from 21st
to 28th July, 2019, the last time the bi-
annual event was held due to the pan-
demic.

The other member of the 2019
team, Samantha Roberts, was replaced
by Bianca Mitchell, who was part of
the team that represented Antigua
and Barbuda at the 17th FINA World
Aquatic Championships in Budapest,
Hungary, from 14th to 30th July, 2017.

Bianca, Stefano, Noah and Gabby
Gittens were Antigua and Barbuda’s
representatives in the 2017 meet.

Stefano and Noah recently com-
pleted studies at university.

Stefano successfully completed a
course of study at Plymouth Universi-
ty, United Kingdom, while Noah com-
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Noah Mascoll-Gomes and Bianca Mitchell will represent Antigua and Barbuda at the
19th International Swimming Federation’s World Aquatic Championships in Budapest,
Hungary from 18th June to 3rd July, 2022. (Photo: ABSF)

pleted his studies at Dalhousie Univer-
sity, Canada.

Olivia and Bianca have both com-
pleted studies at Plymouth Leander
swim school in the United Kingdom
and will begin their college education
next semester.

Olivia will go off to college in
Virginia, USA, to an institution that
is part of the NCAA Division 2 swim
programme, while Bianca will be en-

rolled at Plymouth University.

According to Coach Mitchell, Bi-
anca has been training in Antigua for
the past five weeks in preparation for
her upcoming engagements in Hunga-
ry.

The Mitchells will all depart An-
tigua and Barbuda on Tuesday for
London, where they will be joined by
Stefano, Olivia and Noah before jour-
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