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Prime Minister Gaston Browne and Minister Maria Browne being ushered into the Summit of the Americas in Los Angeles, California 
on 8th June, 2022. [Photo: Office of the Prime Minister]
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The Cabinet spokes-
man has rubbished claims 
that embattled Saint Peter 
MP Asot Michael has been 
offered Crown land to dis-
continue his quest to contest 
the upcoming general elec-
tion, constitutionally due in 
2023.

A section of the media 
has reported that at least 
100 acres of Crown land at 
Devil’s Bridge were offered 
to Asot Michael in return 
for him giving up his seat, 
which would clear the way 
for the Antigua and Barbu-
da Labour Party (ABLP) to 
advance its preferred candi-
date, Rawdon Turner.

When questioned during 
yesterday’s Post-Cabinet 
Press Briefing about any 
merit to the claim being 

made, Information Minister 
Melford Nicholas dismissed 
it as speculation. Further, 
he said such a vast amount 
of land is unavailable in the 
area identified.

“The government’s de-
velopment agenda, we have 
made it very clear and very 
public as well, that lands 
are made available for de-
velopment purposes, and 
concessions are granted on 
those particular lands. The 
development that is taking 
place at the moment, these 
are matters of public record. 

“When persons would 
want to speculate on these 
particular matters, that is 
not a matter before the Cab-
inet, but I would assure the 
public that there are not a 
hundred acres of land in the 

Devil’s Bridge area for that 
consideration,” Nicholas 
declared.

He was also pressed to 
respond to allegations that 
a government minister was 
allowed to purchase large 
quantities of Crown land in 
the same area at a signifi-
cantly reduced cost. 

Denying the claims, the 
Cabinet spokesman chal-
lenged those with knowl-
edge about such a transac-
tion to produce the evidence.

He explained that the 
government’s housing de-
velopment agenda requires 
the movement of land to 
the ownership of the Cen-

tral Housing and Planning 
Authority and the National 
Housing Development and 
Urban Renewal Company, 
which was requested by the 
minister with portfolio re-
sponsibility for housing.

“To the extent of where 
I sit in Cabinet and the ap-
provals that are granted, the 
minister with responsibil-
ity for lands [Maria Bird-
Browne] would often times 
bring requests for signifi-
cant acreages of land that 
we would transfer to these 
two agencies, so that they 
in turn, can proceed with 
their housing development 
plans and that’s the extent to 
which large tracts of lands 
are moving into that particu-
lar area,” Minister Nicholas 
told reporters.

“To the extent that any 
minister of government 
would be acquiring 200 
acres of land, that would be 
a ludicrous proposition and 
it is simply not true!” he af-
firmed. 

Local News

Carnival Vendors Meeting
The Ministry of Creative Industries and Inno-

vation (MCII) invites all registered and prospective 
Carnival vendors to a very important meeting on 
Monday 13th June at 5:00 pm at the Multipurpose 
Cultural Center, Perry Bay. Matters pertaining to 
vending during the Carnival Season and at vendors 
at East Bus Station will be discussed. Please make a 
special effort to attend and be on time.

Information Minister dismisses allegation 
of land giveaway to Asot Michael

Information Minister Melford Nicholas
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Local News

For the second time in as many 
weeks a prisoner being transported 
from the All Saints Magistrate’s Court 
has attempted to escape police custo-
dy. Unlike his ambitious predecessor, 
Rikardo Bassawan, who is now serv-
ing a six month sentence for his es-
cape, this person was not as lucky. 

While a name has not yet been re-
leased, Pointe Xpress was able to ver-
ify that a man who was being trans-
ported by police, presumably to Her 
Majesty’s Prison, attempted to un-
lawfully liberate himself on Thursday 
morning at about 11am.

Determined to avoid a repeat of 
Bassawan’s successful, albeit short 
lived time on the run, police vigorous-
ly set out after this would-be escapee 
on foot and recaptured him moments 

later. 
A strong showing of officers de-

scended on Herberts where the inci-
dent occured within minutes of his 
recapture.

 Exactly how this man managed 
to break free of the officers is still un-
clear.

In Bassawan’s case, he claimed that 
the police transporting him stopped to 
buy chips in Potters and left the door 
of the vehicle open. Police have reject-
ed this claim. 

Sources close to that incident told 
Pointe Xpress that the prisoner, who 
was being transported to Her Majesty’s 
Prison after being remanded for com-
mitting aggravated robbery on a Jolly 
Harbour woman, complained that his 
restraints were causing pain. An ex-

amination of the handcuffs seemed 
to support this as Bassawan’s wrists 
appeared swollen. When the officer 
moved to loosen the cuffs, the source 
said Bassawan pushed past the unsus-
pecting officer and made his escape. 

Why the officer removed both 
sides of the handcuffs at the same time 
while the door of the vehicle was open 
is unknown, but an investigation has 
been launched into that matter.

PRISONER 
CAPTURED

Police thwart prisoner’s 
escape attempt in Herberts

 
A whole new dining experience awaits you.

 Call us at 562-5724 | Whatsapp 736-7165
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Local News
An inmate of Her Majesty’s Prison 

escaped from the facility on Tuesday, 
but neither police nor prison officials 
have commented.

Credible information revealed that 
Darren Giddings escaped from the fa-
cility where he is being held for his 
involvement in the beating of 16-year-
old Jerkeem Jackson.

Jackson was severely beat-
en during an attack by three males 
known to him, shortly after noon 
on 29th April, in Lower Ottos. The 
injuries he sustained, which caused 
brain injury, resulted in the young man 
spending several weeks in the Inten-
sive Care Unit of the Sir Lester Bird 
Medical Centre.

Darren Giddings is the oldest of 
Jackson’s three assailants.

Following his escape, a search was 

launched and Giddings was found that 
same day lying in the bushes on the 
premises of an abandoned house in 
Radio Range.

He was taken into custody and re-
turned to prison.

The young man is the son of a law 
enforcement officer.

Inmate’s escape from HMP short lived 
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Local News

Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs E.P Chet Greene is 
scheduled to lead a delega-
tion on behalf of Antigua 
and Barbuda to participate 
in the World Trade Orga-
nization’s 12th Ministeri-
al Conference in Geneva, 
Switzerland, from 12th to 
15th June, 2022.

The delegation will in-
clude H.E Colin Murdoch, 
Permanent Representative 
to the World Trade Organi-
zation and Ms. Joy-Marie 
King, Director of Interna-
tional Trade and WTO Del-
egate.

The conference will 
feature a series of intense 
negotiations on key priority 
issues including:

* Concluding the Fish-
eries Subsidies Negotiations

* Agriculture
* Work Programme on 

E-commerce and Morato-
rium on the application of 
customs duties on electronic 
transmissions

* Trade and Health, no-
tably agreeing on a WTO 
response to COVID-19 
and a waiver of certain as-
pects of The Agreement on 
Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPS) to enable diver-
sification of production of 
COVID-19 vaccines

* Global food crisis
* WTO Reform
* Addressing the chal-

lenges facing the multilater-

al trading system
* Ministerial Declara-

tion/Outcome Document.
According to Minister 

Greene, “this ministeri-
al conference is one of the 
most critical in the organ-
isation’s history, given the 
plethora of threats facing the 
multilateral trading system, 
the existing geopolitical ten-
sions, the global economic 
fallout from the COVID-19 
pandemic and the internal 
challenges plaguing the 

WTO, including its dispute 
settlement system and op-
erating in the absence of a 
ministerial mandate to name 
a few”.

Minister Greene is ex-
pected to address the WTO 
membership on 12th June, 
2022.

The 12th Ministerial 
Conference was initially 
scheduled for November 
2021, but was rescheduled 
as a consequence of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Antigua and Barbuda participates in 
WTO Ministerial Conference in Geneva
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Local News

Executive Chairman of the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Hotels and Tourist 
Association (ABHTA), Vernon Jef-
fers, wants hoteliers to adopt mea-
sures to strengthen their resilience as 
they strategise for future operations.

Jeffers was speaking Wednesday 
night at a gala at the Sandals Grande 
Antigua Resort held to honour more 
than seventy tour representatives, 
travel agents, the press and other 
industry representatives who are at-
tending the seventh instalment of 
Showcase Antigua Barbuda here in 
St. John’s.

The hotel executive noted that the 
two-year period of the COVID-19 
pandemic came immediately after 
the country recorded its best year for 
tourist arrivals in 2019. He said the 
uncertainty of future developments 
in the world highlights the impor-
tance of properties and the sector be-
ing resilient.

“This period has taught us that if 
nothing else, those who are resilient 
are the ones likely to survive as be-
ing resilient is now being associated 
with survival,” he noted.

Jeffers identified climate change, 
which is associated with stronger and 
more frequent hurricanes, the influx 
of sargassum seaweed, and other ills 
among the challenges that confront 

the hotel and tourism sectors.
He said the association is happy 

to work along with the Ministry of 
Tourism to constantly review and 
improve the country’s tourism offer-
ings. 

“We have a partner who under-
stands the need to continuously im-
prove, while sticking to old fashion 
principles of good, old fashioned 
hard work as we continue to build on 
resilience in all we do,” Jeffers told 
the audience.

According to Jeffers, no per-
son or property in the industry was 
spared the negative impacts of the 
pandemic. 

“The last twenty-four months are 
what will be told in history books as 
even the busiest of us had to learn 
how to ‘chill’, or to work from home, 
as no one was too big or too busy to 
be impacted,” he stated.

The seventy-plus tourism repre-
sentatives attending Showcase Anti-
gua Barbuda, which is being hosted 
by the ABHTA, have come from the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
Canada, the European Union, the 
United Arab Emirates, South Amer-
ica and the Caribbean. 

Jeffers said this year’s gathering 
is the largest edition of Showcase 
Antigua Barbuda which, prior to the 

pandemic, was held annually. 
The conference, held this year 

from 8th to 10th June, provides an 
opportunity for ministry officials and 
the ABHTA to meet with tour opera-
tors, travel agents, travel writers, air-
line executives and overseas-based 
tourism officials to plan the way 
forward for Antigua and Barbuda’s 
tourism sector.

Hotel executive underscores the 
importance of resilience in the sector

Executive Chairman of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Hotels and Tourist Association 
(ABHTA), Vernon Jeffers
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Local News

The prosecution closed 
its case Thursday and the 
defense team made a ‘no 
case submission’ in the mat-
ter before the High Court 
involving the three men 
charged with the 2018 sexu-
al assault of a teen girl.

The defence argued be-
fore Justice Colin Williams 
that the prosecution failed 
to present evidence of seri-
ous indecency and, on the 
charge of rape, that the vir-
tual complainant’s evidence 
and the prosecution’s entire 
case was so manifestly un-
reliable and deficient that no 

reasonable jury, properly di-
rected, could safely convict 
on it. 

The defence team com-
prises attorneys Wendel 
Robinson, Lawrence Daniel 
and Pete McKnight.

The submission was 
made in the absence of the 
jury.

The prosecution, led 
by Crown Counsel Cedric 
Dyer, replied to the submis-
sion, however, Justice Wil-
liams reserved his decision, 
which he will deliver on 
Monday. 

The accused are stand-

ing trial for rape and serious 
indecency in the alledged 
Boxing Day 2018 gang rape 
of the compalinant who was 
17-years-old at the time. 

The attack was reported 
to have occurred in a wood-
en house in St. Paul’s Par-
ish. 

Two of the men im-
plicated in the crime were 
18-years-old, and the other 
was 24 at the time of the in-
cident.

Earlier in the trial, the 
prosecution appeared to 
have been caught off-guard 
when the defence produced 

a series of Whatsapp mes-
sages between the teen and 
one of the men, with whom 
she admitted to having a 
previous sexual encounter 
under aggressive cross ex-
imination. The messages 
seemed to indicate that she 
had agreed to meet with that 
man again for another sexu-
al encounter.

During her testimony, 
the complainant admitted to 
the court that she had con-
sented to oral sex on the day 
of her alledged assault, but 
not to the sexual intercourse 
that followed. 

Judge to rule on ‘no case 
submission’ in rape case
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Local News

The Department of Environment 
(DOE) is developing new approaches 
to access financing for, and on behalf 
of, local small businesses, especially 
those in the informal sector. In order 
to achieve this, the DOE is exploring 
opportunities particularly in the waste 
recycling, farming, and other sectors.

The DOE has already begun these 
initiatives using technologies such as 
green landscaping equipment, renew-
able energy, and other technologies 
not normally found in small island 
countries.

In order to improve recycling ef-
forts in Antigua and Barbuda, one of 
the key technologies that has been pro-
cured is an egg tray making machine 
that the DOE imported to promote the 
recycling of paper and cardboard.

The DOE is currently preparing 
a strategy paper, for approval by the 
Cabinet, which will outline how the 
machine will be operationalised and 
managed before putting the egg tray 
machine into operation. 

The machine is being stored at 
the Antigua and Barbuda Waste Re-
cycling Corporation (ABWREC) and 
will remain out of operation until the 
strategy has been approved by Cabi-
net.

Prior to the procurement of this 
machine, the DOE consulted with rel-
evant stakeholders, including but not 
limited to, a representative of what 
was then the only poultry related as-
sociation on island, the Poultry Asso-
ciation.

Subsequent to this initial consulta-
tion, the DOE was reliably informed 
that the Poultry Association had split 
into two separate associations. The 
existence of two separate associations 
has proven to be a significant road-
block in the implementation of this 
project as the DOE cannot, in the im-

plementation of its project, facilitate 
unfair market advantages of one group 
of stakeholders over another.

On the 5th of June 2022, the DOE 
became aware of allegations made 
via Whatsapp that suggested that the 
machine is not being used as intended 
and would instead be handed over to 
a private sector entity for their oper-
ation.

The DOE has categorically denied 
the assertions made in these social me-
dia posts.

Presently, the DOE is determining 
the best approach to ensure a fair and 
equitable outcome for all stakeholders 
who may benefit from the machine. 

The DOE has further stated that 
there is no “personal interest” within 
the Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda as it relates to the operation of 
egg tray making machine, and reiter-
ated that the delay in its coming into 
service is due to diligence activities 
that are still ongoing.

Moreover, the identification and 
ordering of the machine was a deci-
sion of the team at DOE, and not any 
other organisation, as was incorrectly 
stated in the WhatsApp recording.

In a response to the allegations cir-
culating on social media, the DOE has 
sent these recordings to the Office of 
the Attorney General for investigation.

The DOE has said it is taking the 

allegations very seriously as they can 
cause reputational damage and affect 
access to funding for small businesses 
and entrepreneurs such as farmers.

The DOE is an accredited entity 
that accesses funding for NGOs, small 
businesses, and entrepreneurs. Over 
the last two years the DOE has provid-
ed over US $2 million to NGOs for cli-
mate change resilience, and is aspiring 
to significantly expand this funding 
over the coming years to additional 
beneficiaries. The DOE must there-
fore seriously address all allegations 
or suggestions that resources are not 
being used as per contractual obliga-
tions to its donors as these allegations 
can cause donors to become reluctant 
to provide funds if they become sus-
picious that donations are being used 
improperly or creating friction within 
the community.

Over the past two years the DOE 
has worked assiduously and tirelessly 
to be open and transparent with all of 
its stakeholders, including the public 
of Antigua and Barbuda. Until such 
time as these allegations can be inves-
tigated and disproven, the DOE will 
suspend this particular area of engage-
ment with the local farming communi-
ty pending a report from the Office of 
the Attorney General, as is required by 
the contractual obligations to the vari-
ous donor agencies.

Department of Environment responds 
to egg tray machine allegations
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Local News

The Antigua Public Utilities Authority’s is now seeking applications 
from suitably qualified persons for the position of Health & Safety 
Inspector:

The Health & Safety Inspector is responsible for maintaining and 
improving safety in the workplace by identifying and assessing 
conditions and procedures of work which could produce accidents 
and losses. The Inspector will also contribute to developing 
accident-prevention and loss-control systems/programs and 
maintaining effective information systems which identify hazards 
and risks and the steps required to eliminate or control them.

Key tasks include but are not limited to the following:
Performing Health & Safety functions in any of the Authority’s core 
Business Units - Water, Electricity, Telecoms and Head Office.
Notifying the Health Safety & Wellness Officer (HSWO) and 
Business Unit (BU) Manager of accidents or incidents involving 
employees immediately, on receipt of a report.
Notifying the HSWO and BU Manager of accidents or incidents 
involving damage to property within twenty-four (24) hours of a 
report being received. 
Completing preliminary accident/incident investigations within 
forty-eight (48) hours of the occurrence of an incident/accident. 
Developing specifications for hazard specific safety devices and 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), sourcing and selecting 
vendors of the required devices and ensuring that the appropriate 
stock of these items are maintained.
Ensuring that employees are suitably trained in the proper use and 
maintenance of assigned PPE and that employees use the PPE as 
stipulated. 
Causing a task or equipment to cease operation in a timely manner 
whenever there are clear indications of imminent danger.
Documenting and maintaining records, inclusive of complaints 
received, observed safety violations and actions taken.
Identify training needs.
Submitting monthly reports to the HSWO in a timely manner.

The ideal candidates should possess the following:
Minimum of an Associate’s Degree or equivalent in Occupational 
Health & Safety, Industrial Hygiene, Biology, Chemistry  or a 
related field
Diploma/Certification in Occupational Health and Safety  or 
related field
A suitable combination of experience and qualification
Attention to detail with excellent communication skills
Proficiency with MS Office suite of applications
A valid driver’s license and a vehicle.

Interested persons are asked to apply in writing to: 
The Human Resources Manager
Antigua Public Utilities Authority

P.O. Box 416
Crn. High Street & Independence Avenue

St. Johns, Antigua
OR Email: hr@apua.ag

Deadline for application is Tuesday 21st June, 2022
**  Only suitable applicants will be acknowledged **

“APUA is an equal opportunity Employer”

HEALTH & SAFETY INSPECTOR
VACANCY

•

•
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•

•

•

•

•
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•

•

•
•
•
•

The most recent re-
port received by the Min-
istry of Health, Wellness 
and the Environment re-
vealed twenty-eight (28) 
new laboratory confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in An-
tigua and Barbuda as of 
Tuesday 7th June, 2022 at 
6pm.

Eighty-three (83) sam-
ples were processed.

One hundred and thir-
ty-three (133) recovered 
cases were recorded.  

One (1) COVID-19 re-
lated death was recorded on 
June 5th 2022.

Consequently, the to-
tal number of persons 
with laboratory confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Anti-
gua and Barbuda is eight 
thousand four hundred and 
six (8,406); which is inclu-
sive of one hundred and fif-
teen (115) active cases. 

There are five (5) hospi-
talised cases; two (2) mod-
erate and three (3) mild.  

First COVID-19 death 
of 2022 recorded
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By Toyin Owoseje
Dwayne “The Rock” 

Johnson is hurtling straight 
into the action in the first 
trailer for DC’s latest 
blockbuster movie, “Black 
Adam.”

On Wednesday, DC re-
leased the two-minute clip, 

which stars the Hollywood 
titan and wrestling legend 
as the titular antihero, who 
is morally ambiguous with 
godlike abilities.

In the promo, the 
5,000-year-old warrior is 
reborn in the modern world 
with superhuman strength 

and the ability to fly. The 
trailer for the DC Extended 
Universe film shows Black 
Adam punching a plane and 
even holding a rocket as it 
explodes.

The moral dilemma 
that Black Adam will face 
is established in the vid-

eo as Pierce Brosnan’s Dr. 
Fate says in a voiceover: 
“You have two choices. You 
can be the destroyer of this 
world, or you can be its sav-
iour.”

The trailer gives fans a 
glimpse of Black Adam’s 
backstory, revealing he was 
once a slave and has broken 
out of the tomb in which 
he has been imprisoned for 
5,000 years.

In addition to seeing 
Johnson as Black Adam, 
viewers also get a first 
look at other characters in 
the film, including Aldis 
Hodge’s Hawkman, Noah 
Centineo’s Atom Smasher, 
and Quintessa Swindell’s 
Cyclone.

Johnson took to Insta-
gram Tuesday to thank fans 
for their support as he pre-
pared to make his debut as 
the DC character, who is the 
enemy of Shazam – played 
by Zachary Levi in the DC 
Extended Universe.

Sharing some behind-
the-scenes photos, he wrote: 
“Your unwavering support 
and relentless excitement 
for this passion project of 
mine has meant the world 
to me. Now it’s my turn to 
deliver for you. The hierar-
chy of power in the DC Uni-
verse is changing.”

Revealing the project in 
2019, Johnson said the role 
of Black Adam was “unlike 
any other I’ve ever played 
in my career.”

“As a kid, Superman 
was the hero I always want-
ed to be. But, a few years 

Entertainment

Pointe Xpress Weekend Puzzle

‘Black Adam’ trailer unveils Dwayne 
Johnson as DC’s latest antihero

cont’d on pg 12
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into my fantasy, I realised 
that Superman was the hero, 
I could never be. I was too 
rebellious. Too rambunc-
tious. Too resistant to con-
vention and authority,” he 
wrote in an Instagram post.

He added that Black 
Adam is “blessed by mag-
ic with the powers equal to 

SUPERMAN, but the dif-
ference is he doesn’t toe the 
mark or walk the line. He’s 
a rebellious, one of a kind 
superhero, who’ll always do 
what’s right for the people – 
but he does it his way.”

“Black Adam,” directed 
by Jaume Collet-Serra (Jun-
gle Cruise), is in cinemas 
from October 21.

Entertainment

Dwayne Johnson said Black Adam was unlike any other role 
he’d played.

cont’d from pg 10
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By Lisa Respers France
USA Network will air the sec-

ond half of season nine of “Chrisley 
Knows Best” as planned, despite the 
show’s stars being convicted of fraud 
earlier this week, a source close to the 
series has confirmed to CNN.

Todd Chrisley and his wife Julie 
were recently found guilty of conspir-
acy to defraud banks of more than $30 
million in loans.

The couple and their accountant, 
Peter Tarantino, were also convicted 
of several tax crimes, and Julie Chris-
ley was found guilty of obstruction of 
justice and wire fraud.

“Chrisley Knows Best” began air-
ing in March 2014 and focused on the 
lives of Todd Chrisley, a Georgia real 
estate tycoon, and his family.

The network announced in May 

that the second half of the ninth season 
of the popular series would begin air-
ing on June 23. Those episodes were 
filmed prior to the couple being con-
victed.

“Obviously the Chrisleys are dev-
astated and disappointed, but will be 
pursuing an Appeal,”Julie Chrisley’s 

attorney, Stephen Friedberg ,said in a 
statement to CNN. ``They are grate-
ful for all of the love and support 
they have received from their Family, 
friends and fans.”

No announcement has been made 
regarding a potential season 10 of the 
show.

Entertainment
‘Chrisley Knows Best’ to air as 
planned after stars’ convictions

Julie Chrisley and Todd Chrisley in a scene from “Chrisley Knows Best.”
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By Tom Hays
R. Kelly, the R&B super-

star known for his anthem “I 
Believe I Can Fly,” deserves 
at least 25 years behind bars 
for sexually abusing women 
and girls, prosecutors said 
in a memo filed Wednesday 
in advance of his sentencing 
later this month.

A New York City jury 
found Kelly guilty of rack-
eteering and multiple oth-
er counts last year at a 
sex-trafficking trial that was 
seen as a signature moment 
in the #MeToo movement. 
Prosecutors alleged that 
the entourage of managers 
and aides who helped Kelly 
meet girls — and keep them 
obedient — amounted to a 
criminal enterprise.

Several accusers testi-
fied in lurid detail during 
the trial, alleging that Kel-
ly subjected his victims to 
perverse and sadistic whims 
when they were underage.

Kelly used his “fame, 
money and popularity” to 
systematically “prey upon 
children and young women 
for his own sexual gratifica-
tion,” prosecutors wrote in 
the filing.

“He continued his 
crimes and avoided punish-
ment for them for almost 30 
years and must now be held 
to account,” prosecutors 
wrote.

Kelly’s lawyers have ar-
gued that he deserves only a 
maximum of about 17 years 
in prison under federal sen-

tencing guidelines.
Among multiple sordid 

allegations, jurors heard tes-
timony about a fraudulent 
marriage scheme hatched to 
protect Kelly after he feared 
he had impregnated R&B 
phenom Aaliyah in 1994 
when she was just 15. Wit-
nesses said they were mar-
ried in matching jogging 
suits using a licence falsely 
listing her age as 18; he was 
27 at the time.

Aaliyah worked with 

Entertainment
Prosecutors: R. Kelly should 

get at least 25 years in prison

R&B singer R. Kelly enters the Cook County Criminal Court 
Building, Wednesday, May 28, 2008, in Chicago. R. Kelly, the 
R&B superstar known for his anthem “I Believe I Can Fly,” de-
serves at least 25 years behind bars for sexually abusing wom-
en and girls, prosecutors said in a memo filed Wednesday, 
June 8, 2022 in advance of his sentencing later this month.(AP 
Photo/M. Spencer Green, File)cont’d on pg 16
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By Lisa Respers France
Steve Harvey is sup-

porting his daughter after 
her reported breakup with 
actor Michael B. Jordan.

On Monday’s episode 
of “The Steve Harvey 
Morning Show,” the host 
said, “I’m Team Lori, one 
thousand percent.”

“She’s my daughter,” 
he said. “I love her. I sup-
port her.”

Jordan, 35, and Harvey, 
25, have reportedly split 
after a year and a half to-
gether, and her father joked 
that his life hadn’t changed 
because of it – saying that 
he still had to work.

“Like I tell everybody, 
things happen,” the elder 
Harvey said. “It’s hard to 
be young and in the lime-
light and have a successful 
relationship.”

He also said he has no 
issue with Jordan, whom he 
has spoken.

“As long as you don’t 
put your hands on my 
daughter, I don’t give a 
damn what you do,” Har-
vey said.

Neither Jordan nor Lori 
Harvey, a model, had com-
mented on their reported 
split as of Tuesday. Lori 
Harvey appears to have 
scrubbed images of Jordan 
from her Instagram feed.

In January Steve Har-
vey said he was “uncom-
fortable” with a photo of 
his daughter sitting on Jor-
dan’s lap but appreciated 
the “Black Panther” star’s 
generous gift-giving.

Entertainment

Kelly, who wrote and pro-
duced her 1994 debut al-
bum, “Age Ain’t Nothing 
But A Number.” She died in 
a plane crash in 2001 at age 
22.

The competing defence 
memo suggested prosecu-
tors’ arguments for a high-
er sentence overreached by 
falsely claiming Kelly par-
ticipated in the bribery of “a 
public aid officer to produce 
an identification card” that 
allowed the sham marriage 
to go forward.

Kelly’s lawyers also 
said it was wrong to assert 
he should get more time 
because he sexually abused 
one of his victims — re-
ferred to in court as “Jane” 
— after her parents inno-
cently entrusted him to help 
her with her musical career.

“The record shows that 
Jane’s parents directed Jane 
to lie to the defendant about 
her age and then encouraged 
her to seduce him,” the pa-
pers say.

Kelly, 55, is set to be 
sentenced on June 29.

cont’d from pg 15

Michael B. Jordan and Lori 
Harvey split: Steve Harvey 

says he’s ‘Team Lori’

Michael B. Jordan and Lori Harvey [Getty Images]
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The European Parlia-
ment on Wednesday threw 
its weight behind a pro-
posed ban on selling new 
cars with combustion en-
gines in 2035, seeking to 
step up the fight against 
climate change through the 
faster development of elec-
tric vehicles.

The European Union as-
sembly voted in Strasbourg, 
France, to require automak-
ers to cut carbon-dioxide 
emissions by 100% by the 
middle of the next decade. 
The mandate would amount 
to a prohibition on the sale 
in the 27-nation bloc of new 
cars powered by gasoline or 
diesel.

EU lawmakers also en-
dorsed a 55% reduction in 
CO2 from automobiles in 
2030 compared with 2021. 
The move deepens an ex-
isting obligation on the car 
industry to lower CO2 dis-
charges by 37.5% on aver-
age at the end of the decade 
compared to last year.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s 
hailed the parliament’s de-
cisions. Transport & Envi-
ronment, a Brussels-based 
alliance, said the vote of-
fered “a fighting chance of 
averting runaway climate 
change.”

But Germany’s auto in-
dustry lobby group VDA 
criticised the vote, saying it 
ignored the lack of charging 
infrastructure in Europe. 
The group also said the vote 
was “a decision against in-

novation and technology” a 
reference to demands from 
the industry that synthetic 
fuels be exempt from the 
ban, which European law-
makers rejected.

If approved by EU na-
tions, the 2035 deadline 
will be particularly tough on 
German automakers, who 
have focused on powerful 
and expensive vehicles with 
combustion engines while 
falling behind foreign rivals 
when it comes to electric 
cars.

The 2030 CO2-reduc-
tion target and ban on com-
bustion engines in 2035 
were proposed last year by 
the European Commission, 
the EU’s executive arm. 
Cars account for around 
12% of European emissions 
of greenhouse gases, which 

are blamed for increasingly 
frequent and intense heat 
waves, storms and floods 
tied to climate change.

The governments of 
EU member nations need 
to give their verdicts in the 
coming weeks or months 
before a final EU agreement 
on the tougher car emission 
requirements is approved.

The car law is being 
scrutinised as part of a pack-
age of EU draft climate leg-
islation covering a range of 
other polluting industries.

The EU plans to slash 
greenhouse gases by 55% 
in 2030 compared with 
1990 rather than by just a 
previously agreed 40% over 
the period.

A big portion of the cuts 
would come from power 
plants and factories. These 

two sectors, unlike cars, 
have their greenhouse gases 
curbed in the EU by a Euro-
pean emissions-trading sys-
tem that every year reduces 
the total supply of required 
pollution permits.

Earlier Wednesday, the 
EU parliament failed to ad-
vance that part of the cli-
mate package because of a 
split over the pace at which 
the free allocation of some 
emission permits — as op-
posed to the auctioning of 
them — should be phased 
out.

The assembly asked its 
environment committee to 
reopen deliberations on the 
matter. As a result, the EU 
parliament also delayed its 
decisions on two related 
initiatives.

One is the creation of a 
Social Climate Fund to help 
vulnerable households cope 
with the planned clean-en-
ergy revamp — an issue 
that has become more polit-
ically sensitive as Russia’s 
war in Ukraine has sent fuel 
prices soaring.

The second is an un-
precedented import tax 
known as the Carbon Bor-
der Adjustment Mecha-
nism. The planned CBAM 
is a first-of-its-kind tool that 
would allow the EU to raise 
the prices of some import-
ed goods — including steel 
and aluminum — that are 
spared climate-protection 
costs faced by manufactur-
ers based in the bloc. (AP)

Environment
EU lawmakers endorse ban on 

combustion-engine cars in 2035

Mechanic Frederic Mistre works on a combustion engine car 
at a garage in Marseille, southern France, Wednesday, June 8, 
2022. The European Parliament is voting Wednesday on deep-
er emission cuts by power plants, factories, planes and cars. 
The legislative package, which includes a proposed EU ban on 
combustion-engine cars in 2035, aims to slash Europe’s green-
house gases by 55% in 2030 compared with 1990 levels and 
put the bloc on a path to climate-neutrality by mid-century. (AP 
Photo/Daniel Cole)
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By Jennifer Rigby
The World Health Orga-

nization said on Thursday its 
latest investigation into the 
origins of COVID-19 was 
inconclusive, largely because 
data from China is missing, 
another blow to its years-long 
effort to determine how the 
pandemic began.

The report from the 
WHO expert panel said all 
available data showed the 
novel coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19 probably came 
from animals, likely bats, 
a similar conclusion to the 
U.N. agency’s previous work 
on the topic in 2021 that fol-
lowed a trip to China.

The missing data, espe-
cially from China, where the 
first cases were reported in 
December 2019, meant it was 
not possible to identify ex-
actly how the virus was first 
transmitted to humans.

The findings are likely to 
add to doubts it will be pos-
sible to determine how and 
where the virus emerged.

They will also inject ur-
gency into the effort to over-
haul the WHO and its health 
emergency procedures as the 
agency strives to reassert it-
self after years of criticism 
over its handling of the pan-
demic.

The WHO says the re-
port, the first of several ex-
pected from the panel, is also 
about drawing up a better 
way to probe the origins of 
future outbreaks.

WHO Director General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-

sus wrote to the Chinese 
government twice in Feb-
ruary this year in pursuit of 
more information, the report 
showed, although the authors 
also said China had provided 
some data on request.

The origins of the pan-
demic, which has killed at 
least 15 million people, have 
become politicised. Scientists 
say it is important to establish 
what happened to prevent 
similar outbreaks.

Longer It Takes, Harder 
It Gets

But the team on the panel 
- known as the Scientific Ad-
visory Group for the Origins 
of Novel Pathogens (SAGO) 
- said it was still impossible 
to do so because of a lack 
of data. They also say there 
are “recognised challeng-
es” in investigating “such a 
long time after the initial out-
break”, although their work 
would continue.

“The longer it takes, the 
harder it becomes,” Ma-

ria Van Kerkhove, a senior 
WHO official on the SAGO 
secretariat, told a briefing, 
adding the WHO will support 
all ongoing efforts to better 
understand how the pandem-
ic began.

“We owe it to ourselves, 
we owe to the millions of 
people who died and the bil-
lions of people who were in-
fected,” she said.

The report said no new 
information had been pro-
vided on the possibility that 
SARS-CoV-2 was introduced 
to humans through a labora-
tory incident, and “it remains 
important to consider all rea-
sonable scientific data” to 
evaluate this possibility.

Reflecting the political 
wrangling that has dogged 
the drafting of the report, it 
includes a footnote outlining 
how members of the pan-
el from Brazil, China and 
Russia disagreed that further 
studies were needed on the 
lab hypothesis and suggested 

nothing had changed since 
the previous WHO-China 
joint report on origins, pub-
lished in March 2021.

The latest report also in-
cludes a framework for how 
to pinpoint the origins of fu-
ture outbreaks, which WHO 
has said is the panel’s central 
aim, rather than drawing con-
clusions on COVID-19.

Jean-Claude Manuguer-
ra, SAGO Co-chair said 
monkeypox was an “illustra-
tion of how much we need 
this global framework” to 
find out how future patho-
gens emerge.

When the panel was set 
up in October, WHO emer-
gencies chief Mike Ryan said 
it was the “best chance... it 
may be our last chance” to 
understand the origins of the 
coronavirus.

The report also includes a 
long list of recommendations 
for further studies that could 
shed more light on COVID-
19’s origins.

They include seeking in-
formation on the earliest cas-
es in Wuhan, China, as well 
as further studies around the 
animal market in Wuhan that 
was identified early on as a 
potential location for the vi-
rus’s jump to humans.

The 2021 report called 
a lab leak “highly unlikely” 
and suggested the most plau-
sible theory was a spill over 
from animals. A later U.S. 
intelligence report said both 
theories remained plausible, 
although it too leaned to-
wards natural origins.

Pandemic’s origins obscured by 
lack of Chinese data - WHO panel

Workers in protective suits set up barriers outside a building, 
following the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, in 
Shanghai, China June 9, 2022. REUTERS/Andrew Galbraith
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By Julia Eskins

In southern Belize, a sweet and 
creamy heritage drink made from sea-
weed has become a symbol of the coun-
try’s sustainable underwater farming 
initiatives.

In Belize’s idyllic beach town of 
Placencia, the buzz of blenders has be-
come something of a soundtrack. The 
once-quiet fishing village, which sits 
on the point of a 26km-long southern 
peninsula flanked by the Caribbean 
Ocean and a wildlife-rich lagoon, is 
often described by locals as “the caye 
you can drive to” because of its laid-
back atmosphere. When temperatures 
soar, locals and travellers head to gaily 
painted beach bars that not only serve 
cold daiquiris and piña coladas but also 
a Placencia speciality: the seaweed 
shake.

Rather than tasting of salty nori, the 
creamy beverage is reminiscent of egg-
nog, thanks to the addition of freshly 
grated nutmeg, milk, sugar, vanilla and 
– depending on who’s behind the bar 
– a generous shot of rum. Its thick vis-
cosity, however, can be credited to one 
particular variety of mineral-packed 
edible seaweed (Eucheuma isiforme) 
that has long been harvested along the 
Belizean coast.

Today, Placencia has become fa-
mous for its influx of sustainable sea-
weed farming initiatives, which in turn, 
are creating new carbon sinks and help-
ing to restore the region’s diverse ma-
rine life. And you don’t have to go far 
to find the treasured greens. Stroll along 
the pedestrian-only Placencia Sidewalk 
and you’ll find a number of restaurants 
serving seaweed shakes. Strike up a 
conversation with a local and you’ll 
quickly see the beverage’s ties to not 
just the town’s heritage, but also to its 
ecological and economic future.

“People have been making seaweed 
drinks in Belize for generations,” said 
Lyra Spang, a Placencia-based culinary 

anthropologist and founder of Taste 
Belize Food & Culture Tours. “Placen-
cia is particularly known for seaweed 
because the Placencia Producers Coop-
erative, the village’s fishing co-op, was 
the first entity in Belize to attempt cul-
tivation of the seaweed.”

In Belize and other neighbouring 
Caribbean countries, communities 
have long consumed seaweed drinks 
for their supposed health benefits, said 
Spang, who often introduces travellers 
to the drink on her Placencia Village 
Food Tour. As locals say in Belizean 
Creole, it’s “good fi di back” (good for 
the back), which means it supposedly 
increases sexual performance and re-
productive health, she added. Above all 
else, it’s notably high in protein and di-
etary fibre, as well as minerals like po-
tassium, magnesium, iron, zinc and se-
lenium – making it the perfect refresher 
after a long day of scuba diving, snor-
kelling or marvelling at the multitude 
of Maya ruins that dot the lush coun-
tryside. Although these drinks can be 
found throughout the country and other 
Caribbean nations, Placencia is taking 
things one step further by developing 
an entire sustainable industry around 
seaweed farming.

While the exact origin of Belize’s 

seaweed-based drinks is unknown, 
many believed the recipes arrived in 
Belize by way of Jamaica, where sea 
moss smoothies are popular. Many edi-
ble marine plants can be used as thick-
ening agents due to their carrageenan 
content, a jelly-like carbohydrate that’s 
now widely used in the food industry to 
make desserts like ice cream, puddings 
and custards. This knowledge was like-
ly brought to the Caribbean from the 
United Kingdom and Ireland, where 
the use of Irish moss (Chondrus cris-
pus) in traditional cooking dates back 
centuries, said Spang.

It wasn’t until the advent of blend-
ers and ice that the beverage achieved 
commercial appeal, with The Galley 
Restaurant and Bar being one of the 
first restaurants in Placencia to sell what 
co-owner and jazz musician Cleveland 
Berry coined “seaweed punch” in the 
1980s.

“For a while, it was more of a 
workman’s drink served in bottles,” 
said Jolie Pollard, whose grandparents 
Julia and Cleveland Berry founded the 
restaurant. “The two of them started 
serving milkshakes and my grandfa-
ther started making his seaweed punch 
in a way that was thick and creamy – 

Belize’s sweet, sustainable “seaweed shakes”

The eggnog-like shake is made of seaweed, nutmeg, milk, sugar and vanilla (Credit: 
Benedict Kim/Esoteric Vision Photography)

cont’d on pg 20



PAGE 20

FRIDAY 10TH JUNE 2022

Food & Drink
almost like ice cream. The 
trend caught on.”

Today, Pollard has 
continued their legacy by 
creating Ikooma, a sea-
weed-based hair care brand. 
And as for seaweed shakes, 
other establishments in the 
village have iterated on the 
original. The Shak, a lo-
cally owned beach cafe be-
side the main pier, has been 
serving seaweed shakes for 
nearly two decades and now 
offers 32 flavours such as 
Oreo, peanut butter and cof-
fee. At roadside coffee shop 
Brewed Awakenings, you 
can also find unique blends 
like spiced chai and orange 
creamsicle.

“When people think 
about seaweed, they some-
times associate it with the 
sargassum that plagues the 
beaches in many instances,” 
said Jacklin B Marroquin, 
owner of Brewed Awaken-
ings. “Most people expect it 
to taste fishy but are amazed 
when all they can taste is the 
flavour that they’ve chosen, 
be that chocolate, coffee or 
fruits.”

To prepare the seaweed 
for shakes, it’s first soaked 
in hot water before being 
left to rest. Once it’s fully 
cooled down, it’s blended 
with some water – turning 
it into a jelly – and stored in 
containers for use during the 
day, said Marroquin.

The seaweed used in 
beverages was once har-
vested from the wild, where 
natural patches were heavily 
guarded secrets among fish-
ermen. Due to issues of over-
harvesting from the reefs, 

most restaurants now source 
their seaweed from farms 
not far from town, many of 
which are part of the Placen-
cia Producers Cooperative 
Society, where Kurt Godfrey 
Jr, a third-generation sea-
weed farmer, helps oversee 
the management of the sea-
weed farms. He and his fam-
ily have long been heralded 
as the pioneers of seaweed 
farming in Placencia, dis-
tributing more than 450kg of 
seaweed per month since the 
1980s and exporting some 
of it to the US, Mexico and 
Australia.

It wasn’t until 2013, 
however, when Belize estab-
lished a network of marine 
protected areas, that others 
began to look to seaweed 
farming as an alternative 
income source to fishing. 
Today, Belize is one of the 
most progressive countries 
when it comes to protect-
ing marine life. Home to the 
world’s second-largest barri-
er reef, it was one of the first 
countries to ban trawling and 
recently passed a new bill to 
ban gill netting. To help dis-
placed fishing communities, 
The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC) began supporting 

seaweed farming initiatives 
in Placencia. What was 
launched as a pilot project 
to support economic growth 
now has the potential to be-
come a thriving industry that 
also benefits the environ-
ment, said Julie Robinson, 
the Belize programme direc-
tor at TNC.

“We quickly realised 
that this wasn’t just about 
livelihoods – the farms were 
also providing a habitat for 
both commercially and eco-
logically important species,” 
said Robinson. “I was seeing 
juvenile parrotfish, snappers 
and even juvenile lobsters. 
It was almost like there was 
a little artificial reef around 
the [seaweed] farms, provid-
ing a restorative function.”

Part of the goal of the 
project was to ensure that 
other ecologically import-
ant marine plants weren’t 
removed to make way for 
farms. TNC provided train-
ing to more than 100 peo-
ple, teaching them how to 
grow the seaweed along 
ropes underwater and har-
vest responsibly. While sea-
weed farming was once a 
male-dominated industry, 
women have since got in-

volved, sparking the cre-
ation of the Belize Women’s 
Seaweed Farmers Associa-
tion (BWSFA) in 2019, said 
Robinson.

“The women are real-
ly passionate about not just 
having their own farms, but 
also creating value-added 
products that uplift their 
communities,” she said. One 
member of the BWSFA is in 
the process of creating sea-
weed salt, while another is 
making seaweed-based nu-
tritional supplements.

For travellers, one of the 
most exciting developments 
could be a brand-new tour-
ism offering: seaweed farm 
snorkelling. The BWSFA’s 
president, Mariko Wallen, 
is using her experience as a 
tour guide and coral restorer 
to launch seaweed farm tours 
in Placencia later this year, 
where visitors will learn to 
harvest seaweed while spot-
ting rare marine life like sil-
very tarpon, curious squid 
and massive stingrays.

The best reward for a few 
hours spent working hard as 
an underwater farmer is none 
other than a creamy seaweed 
shake – paired with good 
conversation and a view of 
the ocean. Placencia may be 
diligently striving to build a 
new industry based on a heri-
tage ingredient, but the act of 
enjoying the iconic creamy 
beverage is still a slow, so-
cial affair. With the sound of 
waves lapping, yellow war-
blers chirping and blenders 
buzzing, you’ll likely devel-
op a newfound appreciation 
for the forward-thinking Be-
lizean peninsula that still op-
erates on “island time”.

Today, seaweed farming is seen as an alternative income 
source to fishing (courtesy of The Nature Conservancy)(Image 
credit: Benedict Kim/Esoteric Vision Photography)
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AP – The childhood 
friend accused of fatally 
shooting the Dominican 
Republic’s Minister of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources this week allegedly 
did so because he was de-
nied environmental permits 
he was seeking on behalf of 
various companies, accord-
ing to judicial documents 
obtained Wednesday.

One of the permits that 
slain former minister Or-
lando Jorge had denied 
had been submitted by his 
longtime friend and now 
suspect, Fausto Miguel de 
Jesús Cruz de la Mota, who 
served as intermediary be-
tween the companies and 
the ministry. That particular 
permit involved a request 
to export 5,000 tons (4,500 
metric tons) of used batter-
ies, according to the docu-
ments obtained by The As-
sociated Press.

Those permits and oth-
ers were found inside a 
briefcase the suspect was 
carrying when the minister, 
who is the son of a former 
president, was shot six times 
at his office on Monday, the 
documents state.

Authorities wrote that 
the suspect was bothered 
by that particular permit: “It 
had been denied, but they 
had resubmitted it.”

They also described 
Cruz as a “cold and calcu-
lating murderer” and are 
seeking one year of preven-

tive prison as the investiga-
tion continues.

It was not immediately 
clear if Cruz had an attor-
ney.

Shortly after Monday’s 
killing, police arrested Cruz 
at a church dozens of blocks 
away after telling a priest 
he committed a crime and 
handed over a gun to him.

Authorities also state 
in the documents that Cruz 
allegedly took advantage of 
his ties with Jorge to seek 
environmental permits giv-
en his support during the 
2020 campaign for the min-
ister’s Modern Revolution-
ary Party. Jorge, who was 
a founding member of that 
party, was appointed minis-
ter in August 2020.

“I campaigned, and 

they’re not helping me,” 
exclaimed Cruz when he ar-
rived at the Ministry of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources before the shooting 
on the morning of June 6, 
according to the documents.

“The evidence shows 
that the accused had been 
trying to obtain multiple 
permits but complained an-
grily that no one was help-
ing him solve anything,” the 
Dominican Republic’s De-
partment of Justice said in a 
statement.

It also accused Cruz of 
threatening the legal advis-
er of the ministry less than a 
month ago.

Authorities stated that 
after the shooting, they 
seized Cruz’s car and 
found a 9 mm Uzi with two 

30-round magazines each 
and $2,000 in cash, among 
other things.

Cruz is the son of Maj. 
General Fausto Miguel 
Cruz, who served as com-
mander of the Dominican 
Republic’s Air Force from 
1988 to 1990, a spokes-
woman told the AP.

He is also a shareholder 
of a construction company 
and an armoury.

Meanwhile, Jorge, the 
slain minister, comes from a 
well-known political family. 
He is the son of former Do-
minican President Salvador 
Jorge Blanco and his sister 
is a vice minister in Abinad-
er’s administration. Jorge’s 
son is a lawmaker for the 
Modern Revolutionary Par-
ty.

Regional News

In this photo provided by Diario Libre, The Dominican Republic’s Minister of the Environment and 
Natural Resources Orlando Jorge Mera poses for a publicity photo in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic, May 18, 2022. Mera was shot and killed in his office on Monday, June 6, 2022, accord-
ing to officials. (Alexander Arias/Diario Libre via AP)

Dominican minister slain 
over denied permits
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CNW – The British 
Virgin Islands announced 
Wednesday that it has avoid-
ed direct rule by the United 
Kingdom for now after its 
premier was recently arrest-
ed on cocaine charges and 
an unrelated report found 
widespread corruption in 
the overseas territory.

Gov. John Rankin said 
the agreement to retain lo-
cal governance was reached 
with U.K. officials who 
travelled to the Caribbean 
territory last month to talk 
about the report’s findings 
and the arrest of Premier 
Andrew Fahie in Florida in 
late April.

The corruption inquiry 
that began in January 2021 

and whose results were re-
leased a day after Fahie was 
arrested recommended that 
officials suspend the British 
territory’s constitution and 
locally elected parliamen-
tary government for at least 
two years, but Rankin said 
that will not happen as long 
as the local government 
meets several conditions.

He said locally elect-
ed officials will implement 
dozens of other recommen-
dations in the report, adding 
that government agencies 
will be required to provide 
monthly updates and that he 
will offer quarterly updates 
to U.K. officials for the next 
two years. If that fails to 
happen, the local Parliament 

could be suspended and di-
rect U.K. rule implemented, 
among other things, he said.

“Many more difficult 
decisions will be required 
to achieve the deep and 
systematic changes nec-
essary to improve gover-
nance in the BVI, and much 
hard work will be required 
ahead,” Rankin said. The 
inquiry “identified signifi-

cant failure of governments, 
including evidence of cor-
ruption, abuse of office and 
serious impropriety.”

Premier Natalio Wheat-
ley said the government is 
still trying to determine how 
much the reforms will cost 
and that the territory’s bud-
get will be adjusted accord-
ingly.

AP – Haiti’s government has nom-
inated a fifth judge to oversee the in-
vestigation into the killing of President 
Jovenel Moïse.

It’s not clear yet whether Judge 
Walther Wesser Voltaire will accept 
the nomination. He could not be im-
mediately reached for comment.

Wesser’s appointment comes as 
the investigation into the July 7 shoot-
ing at the former president’s private 
home stalls amid a high turnover of 
judges.

The previous nominee, Judge Cha-
vannes Étienne, told the Associated 
Press in February that his family was 
pressuring him not to take the case be-
cause they feared for his life.

Étienne was expected to replace 

Garry Orélien, who had requested 
more time to probe the case, but Saint-
Vil refused to grant an extension.

Orélien had replaced judge 
Mathieu Chanlatte, whose resignation 
was announced last August. He cited 

unspecified personal reasons but left 
the position a day after one of his as-
sistants died in unclear circumstances.

More than 40 suspects have been 
arrested in the slaying, including at 
least 18 Colombian soldiers and 20 
Haitian police officers as the investi-
gation continues.

Three other suspects, including a 
former Haitian senator, have been ex-
tradited to the U.S. where they face 
federal charges including conspiring 
to commit murder or kidnapping out-
side the United States and providing 
material support resulting in death, 
knowing, or intending that such mate-
rial support would be used to prepare 
for or carry out the conspiracy to kill 
or kidnap.

Fifth judge sought to oversee 
Haiti presidential slaying case

A person holds a photo of the late Haitian 
President Jovenel Moise during his me-
morial ceremony at the National Pantheon 
Museum in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, July 20, 
2021. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)

British Virgin Islands avoids 
direct UK rule amid scrutiny

cont’d on pg 23
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CNW - The Jamaican government 
says it is aiming for the country to be-
come a republic by the time the next 
general election is constitutionally 
due in 2025.

The timeline was announced by 
Minister of Legal and Constitution-
al Affairs, Marlene Malahoo Forte, 
during her sectoral debate on June 7.

The issue of Jamaica’s Consti-
tution and removing Queen Eliza-
beth II as the island’s head of state 
were among the key issues discussed 
during her presentation.

Minister Malahoo Forte noted that 
since Barbados became a republic in 
2021, the world has been watching 
and waiting to see which Caribbean 
country will make the next move.

“The continued symbolic pres-
ence of the British Crown in the 
constitutional make-up of our state 
and other commonwealth Caribbean 
states has been repeatedly placed on 
reform agendas here and across the 
region,” she said.

“With ‘Little England’ severing 
ties from Queen Elizabeth “Big En-
gland” and establishing the Republic 
of Barbados in 2021, and Prime Min-
ister Holness ‘s announcement of his 
government’s intention to move on 

from a constitutional monarchy, eyes 
are now focused on the remaining 
commonwealth Caribbean realms to 
see who will take the next step when,” 
she added.

In order to become a republic, the 
Barbados Parliament had to amend the 
Barbados Independence Order 1966, 
which required a two-thirds majority.

Minister Malahoo Forte explained 
that Jamaica’s republic process, how-
ever, will include a two-thirds major-
ity vote in parliament along with a 
referendum.

“The reform work to be done in 
order to achieve the goal of a new 

Constitution requires cooperation 
between the government and the par-
liamentary opposition, as well as the 
seal of the people,” she explained.

The timeline for the republic sta-
tus in 2025, when the next general 
election is due in Jamaica.

“I have been looking at Jamaica’s 
attitude to referendum because we are 
going there and we are going there 
hopefully by the time the next election 
comes around, unless more pressing 
matters or something else overtakes 
[it], but that is the aim,” she said.

The minister also announced that 
the work to be done to reform the Con-
stitution “has formally commenced.”

The issue of Jamaica becoming 
a republic has been hinted at by past 
prime ministers. 

However, it came to the fore in 
2021, when Barbados became a re-
public nation.

In March this year, during a courte-
sy call from Prince William and Kate, 
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
who were visiting the island, Prime 
Minister Andrew Holness announced 
officially that Jamaica is “moving on” 
from its colonial past and would be 
cutting ties with the British monarchy 
in short order.

Jamaican government gives  
2025 timeline to become republic

Minister of Legal and Constitutional Af-
fairs Marlene Malahoo Forte

Some in the British Vir-
gin Islands have demanded 
that officials move up the 
date of the general elec-
tions, which are scheduled 
to be held next year. Wheat-
ley said elections will like-
ly be held in May and that 
there are no plans to change 
that date.

Meanwhile, a federal 
judge in Miami last month 
ordered that Fahie, the for-

mer premier, be released on 
$500,000 corporate surety 
bond.

A criminal complaint 
stated that Fahie and the 
former ports director for the 
British Virgin Islands had 
been at a Miami-area airport 
to meet purported Mexican 
drug traffickers who were 
actually undercover agents 
for the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration.

They showed him what 

appeared to be $700,000 in 
cash — actually fake bills 
— that British territory of-
ficials expected to receive to 
help smuggle cocaine from 
Colombia to Miami and 
New York through a port 
in Tortola, according to the 
complaint.

A day after Fahie was 
arrested, local officials re-
leased the report on unrelat-
ed allegations of corruption 
in the British territory.

At the time, Rankin 
said the report found that 
millions of dollars were 
spent on projects that were 
abandoned or had no pub-
lic benefit, and that various 
contracts worth almost $1 
million were awarded to a 
former Fahie adviser but 
never completed.

“If anybody is found 
guilty of wrongdoing, they 
will be held accountable,” 
Rankin said Wednesday.

cont’d from pg 22
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AP – President Joe Biden plunged 
into this week’s Summit of the Amer-
icas aiming to push for regional prog-
ress in addressing economic develop-
ment, climate change and migration 
despite the absence of some notable 
counterparts from Latin America.

With the U.S. playing host to 
the gathering for the first time since 
1994, Biden and his team set about 
strengthening relationships and mov-
ing past the considerable drama over 
which world leaders would partici-
pate.

“At this summit,” Biden said 
in his opening remarks Wednesday 
night, “we have an opportunity for 
us to come together around some 
bold ideas, ambitious actions and to 

demonstrate to our people the incred-
ible power of democracies to deliver 
concrete benefits and make life better 
for everyone. Everyone.”

The U.S. president spent Thurs-

day sitting down with Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsona-
ro, as well as delivering a speech to 
the broader group of attendees. Vice 
President Kamala Harris was to meet 
with Caribbean leaders to talk about 
clean energy, and first lady Jill Biden 
was hosting a brunch to build rela-
tionships with fellow spouses.

The day ended with a dinner at 
the Getty Villa, an art museum with 
views of the Pacific Ocean.

A range of activists from the 
United States and dissidents from the 
region have been gathering around 
the Los Angeles convention centre, 
where most of the meetings are tak-
ing place, to promote their causes.

Reuters – The head of 
a Mexico-based evangeli-
cal megachurch that claims 
about 5 million followers 
worldwide was sentenced 
on Wednesday in a Los 
Angeles courtroom to 16 
years and eight months in 
prison for sexually abusing 
three girls.

Naason Joaquin Gar-
cia, leader and self-styled 
apostle of the Guadalaja-
ra-based church La Luz 
del Mundo (Light of the 
World), pleaded guilty 
last Friday to two counts 
of forcible oral copulation 
involving minors and per-
forming a lewd act on a 
child.

Garcia, 53, entered his 
plea three days before he 
had been due to stand trial 

on 23 felony counts of sex 
crimes against children, in-
cluding multiple charges of 
rape, conspiracy to engage 
in human trafficking and 
child pornography.

Two other church asso-
ciates charged with Garcia 
have reached separate plea 
deals.

Several of his accus-
ers, each identified in court 
only as Jane Doe and who 
are now young adults, de-
cried the plea agreement 
as too lenient, saying they 
were not consulted in the 
deal that Garcia reached 
with the California attor-
ney general’s office.

The church, which has 
publicly stood by Garcia, 
issued a statement on Twit-
ter reiterating its support, 

saying, “our confidence in 
him remains intact with full 
knowledge of his integrity, 
his conduct and his work.”

It said Garcia accepted 
a plea deal because he be-
lieved he could not get a 
fair trial, and that evidence 
in the case “had been “sup-
pressed, withheld, doctored 

and altered.”
In return for his guilty 

plea, prosecutors dis-
missed the majority of the 
charges he faced, including 
the most serious offences, 
in a case that originally 
stemmed from allegations 
of five victims dating from 
mid-2015 to early 2018.

At fractured Summit of the 
Americas, Biden seeks consensus

President Joe Biden speaks during the 
inaugural ceremony of the Summit of the 
Americas, Wednesday, June 8, 2022, in 
Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)

Mexican megachurch leader given nearly 
17 years in US prison for child sex abuse

Naason Joaquin Garcia
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AP – Eight months after 
national elections, Iraq still 
doesn’t have a government 
and there seems to be no 
clear way out of the dan-
gerous deadlock.

Political elites are em-
broiled in cutthroat com-
petition for power, even as 
the country faces growing 
challenges, including an 
impending food crisis re-
sulting from severe drought 
and the war in Ukraine.

For ordinary Iraq-
is, everything is delayed. 
The caretaker government 
is unable to make crucial 
electricity payments or 
draft plans for badly need-
ed investment ahead of the 
critical summer months. 
Investments to upgrade wa-
ter infrastructure have been 
paused while unemploy-
ment, water shortages and 
concerns over food security 
are drawing public anger.

The election was held 
several months earlier than 
expected, in response to 
mass protests that broke out 
in late 2019 and saw tens of 
thousands rally against en-
demic corruption, poor ser-
vices and unemployment.

The vote brought vic-
tory for powerful Shiite 
cleric Muqtada al-Sadr and 
was a blow for his Iran-
backed Shiite rivals, who 
lost about two-thirds of 
their seats and have reject-
ed the results.

Personal vendettas 
spanning decades underpin 

the Shiite rivalry, pitting 
al-Sadr and his Kurdish 
and Sunni allies on one side 
against the Coordination 
Framework, a coalition led 
by Iran-backed Shiite par-
ties, and their allies on the 
other. In the middle are the 
independents, themselves 
divided amid attempts by 
rival factions to lure them 
to either side.

“It’s not about power; 
it’s about survival,” said 
Sajad Jiyad, an Iraq-based 
fellow with The Century 
Foundation.

Meanwhile, anger 
among the Iraqi public is 
growing as food prices soar 

and electricity cuts worsen.
Last month, caretak-

er Prime Minister Mustafa 
al-Kadhimi was forced to 
leave the Baghdad funer-
al of a celebrated poet af-
ter some mourners began 
chanting anti-government 
slogans and pelting the 
convoys of other govern-
ment officials.

“Political obstruction 
impacts the work of the 
government and the state, 
and lowers the morale 
of citizens,” al-Kadhimi 
told reporters on Tuesday, 
blaming the impasse for ob-
structing his reform plans.

The U.N. envoy for Iraq, 

Jeanine Hennis-Plasschae-
rt, warned Iraqi political 
leaders last month that “the 
streets are about to boil 
over” and said national in-
terests were “taking a back-
seat to short-sighted con-
siderations of control over 
resources.”

Al-Sadr, whose party 
garnered the most seats in 
the election, has not been 
able to corral enough law-
makers to parliament to 
get the two-thirds majority 
needed to elect Iraq’s next 
president — a necessary 
step ahead of naming the 
next prime minister and se-
lecting a Cabinet.

No way out as Iraq’s dangerous 
post-election impasse deepens

Followers of Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, on the poster, celebrate after the announcement of the 
results of the parliamentary elections in Tahrir Square, Baghdad, Iraq, Monday, Oct. 11, 2021. 
Eight months after national elections, Iraq still doesn’t have a government. Driven by cutthroat 
competition for power and resources between elites, there is no clear way out of the unprece-
dented impasse. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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CWI - The Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) Men’s Selection Panel has 
named three uncapped players in a 
12-man squad for the first Test match 
against Bangladesh to be played at 
the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in 
Antigua from Thursday, June 16 to 
Monday, June 20.

The uncapped players are wick-
et-keeper/batsman Devon Thomas, 
left-arm spinner Gudakesh Motie 
and fast bowler Anderson Phillip. 
Thomas has played 21 One-Day In-
ternationals (ODIs) and four T20 In-
ternationals (T20Is). Motie has so far 
played one T20I and was a reserve 
for the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup in 
the United Arab Emirates last year. 
Phillip was in the squad throughout 
the recent Apex Test Series victory 
against England, but has not made 
his debut to date. He has featured in 
three ODIs, including last week’s 3-0 
Series win against the Netherlands 
and is in the ODI squad for the ongo-
ing ODI Series in Pakistan. The Test 
squad also includes left-handed all 
rounder Raymon Reifer who has one 
match on his record.

Experienced fast bowler Kemar 
Roach is to undergo a fitness assess-
ment as he recovers from an inju-
ry sustained in the English County 
Championship with Surrey. If he is 
passed fit, he will be included as the 
13th player in the Test squad. All-
rounder Jason Holder is unavailable 
for selection as CWI has granted his 
request for a period of rest and re-
covery. He will therefore miss Ban-
gladesh’s all-format tour of the West 
Indies. Batter Tagenarine Chander-
paul and fast bowler Shermon Lewis 
have been selected as reserves.

The Selection Panel also named 
the CWI President’s XI to face 

the visitors in a three-day warm-
up match at the Coolidge Cricket 
Ground in Antigua from Friday, June 
10 to Sunday, June 12. The team will 
be captained by allrounder Yannic 
Cariah.

Lead Selector, the Most Honour-
able Dr Desmond Haynes said, “Dev-
on Thomas has been knocking on the 
door for quite some time. He has 
done extremely well in our franchise 
cricket system and we view this as a 
good opportunity to give him a go. 
You would notice that Raymon Reif-
er is also in the squad. He is anoth-
er person that has done impressively 
well in the four-day competition and 
against England (earlier this year). 

“So again, we are giving oppor-
tunities to guys who are performing. 
We think Gudakesh Motie is one of 
those guys who is also bowling well, 
and we think it will be a good oppor-
tunity for him to be involved.”

Haynes added, “We are looking 
to pick up World Test Championship 
points against Bangladesh which will 
be very important. It would be good 
for us to use our home advantage to 
win both Test matches and collect 
those points.”

On the CWI President’s XI, 
Haynes noted, “Yannic Cariah has 
captained Trinidad & Tobago at 
youth level and he was also the cap-
tain of the West Indies Emerging 

Players team which won the CG 
United Super50 Cup in 2019. We are 
looking at future leaders. We need 
to start identifying these persons as 
early as possible. While we will need 
some assistance from the territories 
as well, we want to make sure there 
are leaders we can identify and begin 
grooming for the future of West In-
dies cricket.”

Fans can purchase tickets for the 
two match Series via the new WIN-
DIES TICKETS service presented 
by Mastercard, at www.tickets.wind-
iestickets.com. Tickets start from 
US$6/EC$15 for mounds/grounds 
entry with general admission seat-
ing available for just US$15/EC$40. 
In addition to being able to choose 
and pay for your seats in advance, 
the service allows fans to save their 
purchased tickets to their device for 
ticket scanning at the venue, avoid-
ing the need for queues and travel to 
the box offices. Fans registered for 
the WI Insider fan mail and on the 
WINDIES TICKETS service will 
receive promotional discounts when 
they buy tickets online for this Series 
as well as forthcoming T20I and ODI 
games in the Caribbean.

TEST SQUAD
Kraigg Brathwaite (Captain), 

Jermaine Blackwood (Vice Captain), 
Nkrumah Bonner, John Campbell, 
Joshua Da Silva, Alzarri Joseph, 
Kyle Mayers, Gudakesh Motie, 
Anderson Phillip, Raymon Reifer, 
Jayden Seales, Devon Thomas

Reserves
Tagernarine Chanderpaul, Sher-

mon Lewis
CWI President’s XI
Yannic Cariah (Captain), Colin 

Archibald, Alick Athanaze, Tage-

Windies squad named for first 
test match to face Bangladesh

CWI Lead Selector, Dr Desmond Haynes

cont’d on pg 27
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narine Chanderpaul, Bryan Charles, 
Roston Chase, Tevin Imlach, Jeremi-
ah Louis, Preston McSween, Marqui-
no Mindley, Jeremy Solozano, Jomel 
Warrican

MATCH SCHEDULE – Bangla-
desh tour of West Indies

June 10-12: Bangladesh vs CWI 
President’s XI – Coolidge Crick-
et Ground, Antigua Local start time 
10am/9am Jamaica time

June 16-20: 1st Test – Sir Vivi-
an Richards Stadium, Antigua. Local 
start time 10am/9am Jamaica

June 24-28: 2nd Test – Daren 
Sammy Cricket Ground, St Lucia. 
Local start time 10am/9am Jamaica

July 2: 1st T20I – Windsor 
Park, Dominica. Local start time 
1:30pm/12:30pm Jamaica

July 3: 2nd T20I – Windsor 
Park, Dominica Local start time 
1:30pm/12:30pm Jamaica

July 7: 3rd T20I – Guyana Sta-
dium, Guyana, Local start time 
1:30pm/12:30pm Jamaica

July 10: 1st CG United ODI – 
Guyana Stadium, Guyana. Local 
start time 9:30am/8:30am Jamaica

July 13: 2nd CG United ODI – 
Guyana Stadium, Guyana. Local 
start time 9:30am/8:30am Jamaica

July 16: 3rd CG United ODI – 
Guyana Stadium, Guyana. Local 
start time 9:30am/8:30am Jamaica

AP – Dustin Johnson, 
Phil Mickelson and other 
PGA Tour members who 
teed off in the Saudi-fund-
ed golf league Thursday are 
no longer eligible for PGA 
Tour events under penalties 
from Commissioner Jay 
Monahan shared soon after 
the first tee shot was struck.

Still to be determined is 
whether those players are 
ever welcome back.

The ban includes par-
ticipation in the Presidents 
Cup, which for the Interna-
tional team is determined 
by the world ranking.

The USGA already has 
said eligible players can 
still compete in the U.S. 
Open next week. The PGA 
Tour does not run the ma-
jors.

In a memo sent to tour 
members, Monahan said 
that even if players re-
signed from the tour ahead 
of the first LIV Golf Invi-
tational outside London, 
they will not be allowed to 
play PGA Tour events as a 
non-member by getting a 
sponsor exemption.

Ten players have re-
signed from the PGA Tour, 
a list that includes Johnson 
and Sergio Garcia. Mick-
elson, who earned lifetime 
membership with his 45 
PGA Tour titles, has not.

“These players have 
made their choice for their 

own financial-based rea-
sons,” Monahan wrote. 
“But they can’t demand 
the same PGA Tour mem-
bership benefits, consider-
ations, opportunities and 
platform as you. The ex-
pectation disrespects you, 
our fans and our partners.”

LIV Golf, run by Greg 
Norman and funded by 
Saudi Arabia’s sovereign 
wealth fund, responded to 
the tour’s decision by call-
ing it vindictive and divi-
sive.

“It’s troubling that the 
tour, an organisation dedi-
cated to creating opportuni-
ties for golfers to play the 
game, is the entity blocking 
golfers from playing,” LIV 
Golf said. “This certainly 
is not the last word on this 
topic. The era of free agen-
cy is beginning as we are 
proud to have a full field of 
players joining us in Lon-
don, and beyond.”

At issue is players com-
peting without a conflicting 
event release from the PGA 
Tour. Players typically re-
ceive three such releases a 
year for tournaments over-
seas, but Monahan denied 
releases for the LIV Golf 
Invitational because it is 
an eight-tournament se-
ries that has five events in 
the United States. The tour 
does not allow releases for 
events in North America.

cont’d from pg 26

PGA Tour says Saudi-paid  
players no longer eligible for tour

Phil Mickelson of the United States stands on the tee before 
starting the first round of the inaugural LIV Golf Invitational at the 
Centurion Club in St. Albans, England, Thursday, June 9, 2022. 
(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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AP – Sepp Blatter and 
Michel Platini strongly 
reiterated their innocence 
as the two former soccer 
leaders were questioned on 
day two of their criminal 
trial on charges of defraud-
ing FIFA.

Blatter was due to tes-
tify on the opening day on 
Wednesday but the former 
FIFA president said he was 
bothered by chest pains 
and asked to respond the 
following morning.

“I feel much better, 
thank you,” the 86-year-
old Blatter said at the start 
of Thursday’s session at 
the Federal Criminal Court 
of Switzerland in Bellinzo-
na.

Blatter’s 17-year reign 
as president came to an 
end in June 2015, when he 
resigned amid a corruption 
scandal. A few months lat-
er, federal prosecutors in 
Switzerland revealed their 
investigation into a $2 mil-
lion payment from FIFA 
to Platini from four years 
earlier.

The fallout from the 
case also ended Platini’s 
campaign to succeed his 
former mentor and re-
moved the France soc-
cer great as president of 
UEFA.

Both have long denied 
wrongdoing and claim 
they had a verbal deal in 
1998 for Platini to be paid 
one million Swiss francs to 
serve as advisor to Blatter 

if he was elected as FIFA 
president. That defence 
first failed with judges at 
the FIFA ethics committee, 
which banned them from 
soccer, and later in sepa-
rate appeals at the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport.

Platini’s contract with 
FIFA, signed in August 
1999, was for 300,000 
Swiss francs ($312,000) 
annually and backdated to 
January. 

It is claimed Blatter 
said he would pay only the 
same as FIFA’s then-secre-
tary general, and promised 
the balance later.

“In the verbal con-
tract we didn’t determine 
the date he would get it, 
it was a contract between 
men, and we started work 
immediately. I didn’t give 
him a precise time when he 

would get it,” Blatter said.
“When I was elected 

FIFA president, we had a 
bad balance. … At the time 
I had no idea (when the 
payment would be made), 
I simply had this man with 
me and he was worth this 
million but I didn’t know 
when and how he would 
get it.”

Platini backed up Blat-
ter’s comments in his tes-
timony. And claimed he 
should have actually been 
paid more but had miscal-
culated the discrepancy in 
the amount he had been 
promised and his salary 
during his four years in the 
advisory role.

“I made a mistake. I 
was convinced that the sal-
ary was 500,000 and I re-
alised when the prosecutor 
showed me the contract. 

But FIFA knew they cheat-
ed me,” Platini said.

The 66-year-old Platini 
was asked why he waited 
until 2011 to send FIFA 
an invoice for the money 
allegedly owed. The bill 
came not long after FIFA 
paid a seven-figure sev-
erance to Jerome Cham-
pagne, a French former 
diplomat who was ousted 
as a Blatter aide.

“I trusted the president 
and I knew that one day or 
the other he would pay me. 
I wouldn’t get into a deal 
with the president without 
trusting him,” Platini said. 
“It wasn’t vital for me that 
money. What was vital was 
the word of the president 
of FIFA.

“I have principles. I’m 
not going to ask for money 
from someone who owes 
me. Just that, one day, I 
knew that FIFA had given 
two big payments to em-
ployees who left and at that 
point I told myself it would 
be good that they remem-
ber they owe me money.”

The trial is set to last 11 
days and the three federal 
judges hearing the case are 
scheduled to deliver their 
verdict on July 8. Blatter 
and Platini each face up 
to five years in prison, but 
suspended sentences are a 
likely option.

Blatter and Platini re-
fused to answer questions 
from FIFA lawyer Cather-
ine Hohl-Chirazi.

Blatter, Platini reiterate 
innocence in testimony to court

Former FIFA president Sepp Blatter is surrounded by the me-
dia as he leaves the Swiss Federal Criminal Court in Bellinzo-
na, Switzerland, Wednesday, June 8, 2022. Blatter and former 
UEFA president Michel Platini have arrived at a Swiss criminal 
court for their 11-day trial on charges of defrauding FIFA, the 
world governing body of soccer. (Alessandro Crinari/Keystone 
via AP)
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AP – Wimbledon will 
offer a record total of 40.3 
million pounds ($50.5 mil-
lion) in player compensa-
tion, but the singles cham-
pions will receive less than 
the pre-pandemic amount.

The prize money exclud-
ing per diems totals a record 
38.9 million pounds ($48.8 
million), the All England 
Club announced Thursday. 
The men’s and women’s 
singles winners will each 
earn 2 million pounds ($2.5 
million), which is 14.9% 
less than in 2019.

The overall prize money 
is an 11% increase over last 
year, when crowd capaci-
ty was reduced because of 
coronavirus restrictions, and 
a 5.4% increase over 2019.

The oldest Grand Slam 
tournament begins June 27 
and organisers highlight-
ed plans for the grass-court 
competition to be at full ca-
pacity for the first time in 
three years.

Though below the 2019 
amount, the prize money for 
the men’s and women’s sin-
gles winners is a 17.6% in-
crease from last year, when 
Novak Djokovic and Ash 
Barty won their respective 
titles. The 2020 tournament 
was cancelled because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Organisers said the dis-
tribution this year “contin-
ues to place importance on 
supporting players in the 
early rounds of the event.” 
Singles players in the first 

round will be competing for 
50,000 pounds ($62,700), 
which is 11% higher than in 
2019.

Prize money in the 
wheelchair and quad wheel-
chair events is up 40% over 
2019.

“From the first round 
of the qualifying competi-
tion to the champions being 
crowned,” said Ian Hewitt, 
chairman of the All England 
Club, “this year’s prize 
money distribution aims 
to reflect just how import-
ant the players are to The 
Championships as we look 
to continue to deliver one of 
the world’s leading sporting 
events, and with a partic-
ularly special tournament 
ahead of us as we celebrate 
100 years of Centre Court 
on Church Road.”

The All England Club 
has barred players from Rus-
sia and Belarus from Wim-
bledon this year because of 
the invasion of Ukraine. In 

response, the women’s and 
men’s professional tours an-
nounced they will not award 
ranking points for Wimble-
don this year.

This June 25, 2021 photo shows the All England Lawn Tennis Club in London. Wimbledon will 
offer a record total of 40.3 million pounds ($50.5 million) in player compensation this year, but 
the singles champions will receive less than the pre-pandemic amount. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wig-
glesworth)

Wimbledon record prize money 
at full-capacity tournament
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The senior men’s na-
tional volleyball team will 
commence training shortly 
in preparation for a region-
al tournament here in Anti-
gua next month.

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Amateur Volleyball 
Association (ABAVA) is 
preparing to host the East-
ern Caribbean Volleyball 
Association’s (ECVA) Se-
nior Men’s Championship 
at the indoor facility at the 
YMCA Sports Complex, 
which starts on 8th July.

First vice-president of 
the ABVA, Olsen “Kar-
rott” Joseph, who is also 
head coach of the reign-
ing national men’s club 
Stoneville, said the senior 
national team will begin 
training next week.

Joseph, who played for 
Stoneville in last Satur-
day’s final against Michael 
Freeland Enforcers, said 
the just ended local com-
petition provided a valu-

able training opportunity 
for the upcoming EVCA 
tournament.

He said an assessment 
of the players will need to 
be done before the national 
team training sessions be-
gin. 

“The recent tournament 
has been very good, bear-
ing in mind we have been 

out for so long because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
So, we took this chance to 
get back into the groove of 
things because we have a 
tournament coming up on 
the 8th July. So, this recent 
tournament was basically 
being used as a practice 
session, while competing 
at the same time,” Joseph 

said.
“The men’s team will 

be going into training as of 
next week. 

“We will have our 
meeting this week to de-
cide when we will start. 
Depending on the outcome 
of the meeting and the 
availability of players, we 
might be able to start train-
ing from this weekend. 

“Our players just fin-
ished competing in our 
local tournament, so we 
will have to look at who is 
injured and have a look at 
everybody before we get 
going.”

Senior national team 
captain and skipper of 
Stoneville, Adrian Con-
stant, said much work is 
still needed in preparation 
for the upcoming regional 
men’s tournament.

“With a national team 
tournament coming up in 
just about a month from 

Reigning national champion of 
Antigua and Barbuda, Omorry James, 
captured the second runner-up posi-
tion in the St. Kitts Golf Open over 
the Whit weekend.

James, a three-time Antigua Open 
winner, finished second to overall 
champion Raymond Percival of St. 
Kitts.

James’ brother, Demar James, 
claimed third place, while fellow An-
tiguan and Barbudan, Deon “Dumbai” 

Massiah, captured the senior men’s 
category with a two-day tally of 157.

It is the first regional individual 
crown for Massiah, a resident of New 
Winthorpes, who has been playing 
golf for almost 40 years.

Michelle Wynter of Antigua and 
Barbuda grabbed the runner-up posi-
tion in the women’s category.

Jada Charles of Trinidad and To-
bago captured the overall women’s 
title.

Olsen Joseph, left seated, and Adrian Constant, centre #6, with 
the Stoneville during a timeout in the ABAVA local club competi-
tion at the indoor volleyball facility at the YMCA Sports Complex 
on Saturday 28th May, 2022. (Photo” Elwin Francis)

Senior men’s national volleyball 
team to commence training

Reigning Antigua and Barbuda national 
champion, Omorry James, captured the 
runner-up position in the St. Kitts Golf 
Open over the Whit weekend. (Photo: 
Caribbean Golf Experience)

James claims runner-up 
spot at St. Kitts Open
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Michael Doyle, a foot-
ball fanatic and professional 
in the Canadian football in-
dustry is planning to bring 
his talent to Antigua and 
Barbuda.

Doyle, who has worked 
as a youth coach, team and 
programme manager, ad-
ministrator, talent and op-
position scout, advisor and 
video analyst, is currently in 
Antigua and Barbuda to get 
a first-hand experience of 
football here.

The owner of Full Frame 
Sports, a sports specific vid-
eo company, said he has vis-
ited the Wings Sports Club 
on his mission to get first-
hand knowledge of football 
culture in Antigua and Bar-
buda.

 “I am excited to be here 
and excited to see football 
here on the island of An-
tigua. I have visited the 
Wings Club here in Antigua 
to look at the practice there. 
I am getting an idea as to 
what the football culture is 
like in Antigua and Barbu-
da,” Doyle said.

Combining a profes-
sional background with a 
variety of experience coach-
ing, managing, scouting 
and analysis, Doyle utilis-
es a solid level of football 

knowledge both on and off 
the field. 

“I have been involved 
with football for over 20 
years in various capacities. I 
have been a coach, manager 
and administrator with some 
of the high-performance 
programmes in Ontario, 
Canada,” Doyle said.

“I have spent some time 
as an amateur youth scout 
with Toronto Football Club, 
as well as a video analyst.

“I intend to apply leader-
ship and vision, taking a big 
picture approach to player 
and staff management, pro-
gramme design and delivery 
that will incorporate all as-
pects of on and off the field 
activities.”

Doyle is in the process 
of relocating to Antigua & 
Barbuda, establishing resi-
dency and obtaining citizen-
ship. 

“My intentions are to 
come back here in Antigua 
to contribute. I am bring-
ing my experience and what 
I have to offer to players, 
coaches and administrators 
here in Antigua,” Doyle 
said.

“I am open to all dif-
ferent types of possibilities. 
Anything football is okay 
with me. Ideally, I would 

like to see if we can get 
some facilities and some 
equipment for Antigua, not 
only at the Wings Club, but 
all across Antigua.

“I’m eager to support the 
football community on the 
twin island, while also sup-
porting young football play-
ers in their development.

“I also have quite a bit 
of experience with videos, 
so back in Toronto, I do a 

lot of videos for the leagues 
there. I am the official vid-
eo provider for some of the 
semi-professional leagues in 
Canada. 

“I am hoping to bring 
that down to Antigua with 
me as well to see if we can 
get some of the games here 
recorded and uploaded and 
available to everybody who 
wants to watch. 

“I will be promoting 
health and wellness using a 
well organised, structured 
academy approach for youth 
footballers in Antigua and 
Barbuda and across the Ca-
ribbean, to further their as-
pirations in the sport.”

now, we have a lot of work to do. Most 
of the national players are from Ston-
eville and Enforcers, so we will likely 
take a week off after just finishing com-
petition in our local league and then we 

will come back and go to work on the 
national team,” Constant said.

Teams from St. Kitts and Nevis, St. 
Lucia, Bermuda, St Maarten and Anguil-
la have confirmed their participation in 
the tournament.

Michael Doyle is a Canadian football professional with over 20 
years of experience. (Photo: Wings Sports Club)

Canadian Michael Doyle to  
get involved with local football
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Cyclists will return to 
action in another road race 
across this weekend as part 
of the Antigua and Barbu-
da Cycling Federation’s 
(ABCF) 2022 calendar of 
events.

The cyclists will con-
test the East Side Raiders 
Cycling Club’s King of the 
Hill Road Race on Sunday, 
12th June.

The event, which is be-
ing supported by Roberts 
Construction and Engi-
neering Ltd., Square One 
Ltd., APUA Inet, Gatorade 
and Paradiso Water, will 
commence at the Block 
House at Shirley Heights 
at 9am.

The cyclists will trav-
el from Shirley Heights 
into English Harbour, then 
pass through the villages 
of Falmouth, Liberta and 
All Saints, then onto Jo-
nas Road. From there, they 
will make their way to the 
Service Station at Mount 
Joy, then take a right turn 
onto Pares Village Road. 

The race continues with 
a right turn onto Lyon Hill 
Road, towards Newfield 
and St. Phillips villages. 
They will continue from 
there to Freetown, onto the 
Irene Carlos Highway, and 
left turn onto Addari Road 

where they will travel to 
the entrance at Nonsuch 
Bay Resort. 

They will then turn 
around at the entrance of 
the resort, following the 
same route back to New-
field, where they will 
make a left turn back onto 
Lyon Hill Road and trav-
el toward Potworks Dam 
Drive, Bethesda Village 
and Christian Hill. 

They will then trav-
el back towards Potworks 
Dam Drive, make a left 
into English Harbour and 
conclude where they began 
at the Block House at Shir-
ley Heights.

Cyclists from all the 
clubs affiliated with the 
ABCF are expected to par-
ticipate in Sunday’s race 
in several categories in the 
male, female and junior di-
visions.

The race is being held 
approximately two weeks 
after the ABCF staged 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Workers’ Union (ABWU) 
Anniversary Invitational 
Road Race on 29th May.

Meanwhile, the Con-
cerned Parents Teachers 
Sports Associations (CPT-
SA) Wings Sports Club 
has made a monetary con-
tribution to the Andre Si-

mon Medical Fund to as-
sist with the recovery of 
the national cyclist.

Chairperson of the 
Wings Sports Club Foot-
ball Committee, Barbara 
Coates, made the donation 
to Simon’s sister, Beatrice, 
during a brief presentation 
at the YASCO Sports Com-
plex on Wednesday.

Simon has been hos-
pitalised and is receiving 
treatment at the Sir Lester 
Bird Medical Centre since 
8th May, after he and three 
other cyclists were struck 
by a vehicle while training 
on the Sir George Walter 
Highway.

Local Cyclists will return to action in the East Side Raiders Cycling Club’s King of the Hill Road 
Race on Sunday, 12th June. (File photo)

Cyclists to battle in King 
of the Hill Road Race


