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WOMAN DIES 
UNDER CURIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES

An artistic rendering of the new ABICE campus. On Tuesday, Prime Minister Gaston Browne signed a memorandum of understand-
ing between the government and the Harrison Centre for Social Mobility to support the redevelopment of ABICE. Story on page 4.
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Local News
The leadership of the An-

tigua Barbuda Labour Party 
remains resolute that incum-
bent St. Peter’s MP, Asot 
Michael, will not contest the 
upcoming elections on its 
ticket. 

This position comes di-
rectly from the political par-
ty’s leader, Gaston Browne, 
who responded to a judge-
ment handed down by East-
ern Caribbean Supreme 
Court Judge Marissa Rob-
ertson, in the matter between 
Michael and the ABLP.

The judgement, which 
was handed down on 13th 
May, agreed with Asot Mi-
chael’s argument that the 
manner in which Rawdon 
Turner was selected to re-
place Michael as the ABLP 
candidate for St. Peter con-
travened the party’s consti-
tution.

The court further ordered 
an injunction, which bars 
Turner standing as the ABLP 
candidate until there is a 
“hearing and determination 
of this action or until there are fresh actions/proceedings 

initiated and conducted in 
accordance with the Revised 
Constitution of the Antigua 
and Barbuda Labour Party”.

Ultimately, the court 
handed down its 32-page de-
cision on the basis that the 
ABLP employed avenues 
to select a new candidate to 
replace MP Michael, which 
did not strictly adhere to the 
provisions within the party’s 
Revised Constitution, which 
speaks to the method that 
must be employed to select 
a candidate or, in the case of 
multiple contenders, the pro-
cess to be employed to deter-
mine a candidate.

Despite this setback, 
Gaston Browne made it clear 
when he spoke with Pointe 
Xpress between meetings in 
the UK where he is on offi-
cial business, that this in no 
way changes the fact that the 
ABLP will not have Asot 
Michael as part of its slate of 
candidates. 

“Asot Michael is using 
the court to delay the confir-
mation of Rawdon Turner,” 
said Browne, “however, this 

too shall pass.”
“The ABLP will correct 

any procedural breaches that 
may have existed in the ap-
pointment of Comrade Turn-
er and move immediately 
thereafter to confirm him 
as the ABLP candidate for 
St Peter, at the next general 
elections,” he continued. 

“We maintain that Asot 
Michael will not be a candi-
date on the ABLP slate at the 
upcoming polls.”

A similar sentiment was 
also echoed by ABLP Exec-
utive Member, Lionel Hurst, 
who told Pointe Xpress on 
Tuesday, in no uncertain 
terms, “We just don’t want 
him (Asot Michael) on our 
slate of candidates!”

“The court essentially 
ruled that the Labour Party 
had not abided by the rules 
governing the Labour Party 
in the 2005 Revised Consti-
tution of the ABLP, and they 
said that if we wanted to pro-
ceed in the way that we had 
thus far engineered, our rules 
would have to say that that is 
okay.

ABLP resolute: We don’t want Asot Michael!

Prime Minister Gaston Browne

cont’d on pg 3



PAGE 3

WEDNESDAY 18TH MAY 2022

Local News

The Police have com-
menced an investigation 
into the death of 33-year-old 
Monica Phillip who died af-
ter she allegedly jumped 
through the window of a ve-
hicle.

Police have not released 
any information on the in-
cident that is said to have 
occurred in the Big Creek 
area sometime after 8pm 
Monday.

Allegations are Monica 
Phillip, who is the moth-
er of nine young children, 
got into an argument with 
her boyfriend on his arrival 
home on Monday. 

Not wanting to engage 
in an argument, he got into 
his vehicle in an attempt to 
leave when his girlfriend 
entered the car.

What transpired after-
wards remains unknown, 
but the woman sustained 
major injuries, after suppos-
edly jumping from his mov-
ing vehicle.

Phillip was taken to 
hospital by her boyfriend, 
where she was pronounced 
dead shortly after she ar-
rived. Police said the man, 
who is in his 20s, is assist-
ing them with their investi-
gation.

“That was an out, as it were, so that if the Labour Party 
wishes to, it can alter its rules, hold the convention, and the 
whole thing changes.”

While he was reluctant to offer a position on behalf of the 
party at this time concerning possible courses of action that 
will be considered, the senior ABLP member made it clear, “I 
can tell you, Asot Michael will not be the candidate...he’s not 
someone who is suitable.”

Gaston Browne is named as third defendant in the claim 
in his capacity as leader of the party, along with Mary-Claire 
Hurst in her capacity as the party’s General Secretary and E. 
P. Chet Greene who is the party’s Chairman.

Probe launched into 
death of woman

Monica Phillip

cont’d from pg 2



PAGE 4

WEDNESDAY 18TH MAY 2022

Local News

Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne has signed a mem-
orandum of understanding 
between the Antigua and 
Barbuda government and 
the UK-based Harrison 
Centre for Social Mobility 
to support the redevelop-
ment of the current Antigua 
and Barbuda Institute of 
Continuing Education (AB-
ICE). 

PM Browne is in the UK 
accompanied by Education 
Minister Daryll Matthew, 
where the memorandum of 
understanding was signed 
Tuesday evening. 

The Harrison Centre 
works with hundreds of 
young people in the UK to 
provide the tuition and train-
ing they need to help them 
grow in confidence and se-
cure a job. It also supports a 
growing number of charities 
and organisations that work 
to tackle low social mobility 
by working with young peo-
ple and connecting them up 
to employment. 

“The Centre in Antigua 
and Barbuda will be the first 
overseas Harrison Centre 
for Social Mobility. Antigua 
and Barbuda will benefit 
from a multi-million-dollar 
grant from David Harrison 
to establish the Harrison 
Centre Antigua and Barbu-
da Institute of Continuing 
Education. Mr Harrison, a 
frequent visitor to Antigua 
and Barbuda for the past 30 
years, is recognised as one 
of the UK’s leading entre-

preneurs and is Chairman 
of UK financial technology 
firm, True Potential,” an of-
ficial statement said.

The ABICE was formed 
out of the amalgamation of 
three social programmes 
in 2007. It is focused on 
providing Technical and 
Vocational Education Pro-
grammes that give young 
people a second chance as 
well as lifelong learning 
opportunities. The financial 
injection from the Harrison 
Centre will result in a mod-
el facility for technical and 
vocational training that will 
nurture the development of 
critical skills in Antigua and 
Barbuda at world class stan-
dards. 

Prime Minister Browne 
has expressed appreciation 
to David Harrison for his 
significant and timely sup-

port to the educational de-
velopment of Antigua and 
Barbuda. 

The Prime Minister stat-
ed, “The education land-
scape in Antigua and Barbu-
da is experiencing a period 
of significant and strategic 
growth. The development of 
The University of the West 
Indies Five Islands Campus, 
the work to complete the Sir 
Novelle Richards Second-
ary and now this investment 
in ABICE, point to a coun-
try which is rapidly and 
dynamically situating itself 
as a Caribbean hub for ac-
ademic, technical and voca-
tional training. The Govern-
ment is committed to taking 
those bold and visionary 
steps needed to build our 
human capacity and in so 
doing expand our economic 
prospects”. 

David Harrison ex-
pressed his delight in seeing 
the expansion of the Harri-
son Centre for Social Mo-
bility into Antigua and Bar-
buda, a country he regards 
as his second home. 

He said: “I am delight-
ed with this partnership be-
tween my foundation and 
the Government of Antigua 
and Barbuda that will lead 
to the first overseas Harrison 
Centre for Social Mobility. 
I am also proud to be part-
nering with the University 
of the West Indies to launch 
the Caribbean Youth Pledge 
that will engage the busi-
ness community and create 
new pathways into employ-
ment for people across the 
Caribbean.

“Through our work in 
the UK, we are lifting young 
people’s sights and aspira-
tions as well as connecting 
them up with employment 
opportunities because that is 
how to improve social mo-
bility. 

“It’s a model that works 
and I’m excited to bring it 
to Antigua and Barbuda, a 
beautiful country with great 
people and through this 
partnership, a leader in so-
cial mobility.” 

Minister of Education 
and Sports, Daryll Matthew, 
spoke of the importance of 
social mobility that lies at 
the heart of the Harrison 
Centre’s philosophy. The 
Minister explained that “we 

Youth to benefit from opening 
of Social Mobility Centre 

David Harrison.

cont’d on pg 5
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Local News

No arrests have been made following a drug bust at 
Deep Water Harbour on Monday.

A police statement detailed 54.4 pounds of cured Can-
nabis were seized during an operation between police and 
customs at Deep Water Harbour on Monday 16th May.

The illegal substance, valued at $320,400.00, was con-
cealed among food items inside three barrels.

The barrels were taken to police headquarters, as inves-
tigations into the matter remain ongoing.

are not only setting up a new 
facility, we are endorsing 
a Caribbean Youth Pledge, 
under which businesses will 
be invited to sign the pledge 
to become partners with 
the Harrison Centre Anti-
gua and Barbuda Institute 
of Continuing Education. 
Thus, as well as acquiring 
skills at the Centre, students 
will be connected with job 
opportunities in our private 
sector and have a clearly de-
fined pathway into employ-
ment”. 

The ceremony also in-
cluded messages of en-
dorsement from Dr. Stacy 
Richards-Kennedy, Pro 
Vice-Chancellor, Global 
Affairs at the University 
of the West Indies, who af-
firmed The UWI’s interest 

in expanding the Caribbean 
Youth Pledge more widely 
across the region. 

Martin Cave, Chief Ex-
ecutive of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Chamber of Com-
merce, also endorsed the 
pledge and shared the Cham-
bers commitment to engage 
its members on adopting the 
pledge. Thanks were also 
extended to High Commis-
sioner Karen-Mae Hill for 
connecting the Government 
with David Harrison and the 
Harrison Centre for Social 
Mobility and to the Director 
of Education Clare Browne, 
the Deputy Director E Jonah 
Greene, ABICE Director 
Arlene Weste and architect 
Chad Knight-Alexander for 
developing the concept pa-
per and design for the centre 
and its programme.

cont’d from pg 4

Drug bust at Deep 
Water Harbour
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Local News

The recent increase in COVID-19 
cases has attracted the attention of the 
US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) which has now cate-
gorised Antigua and Barbuda as a Level 
3 High Risk country.

Reports out of the US say Antigua 
and Barbuda and three other countries 
– South Africa, Lesotho and Taiwan - 
were recently ‘graduated’ to Level 3 be-
cause of their positivity rates.

The latest COVID-19 statistics from 
the Ministry of Health indicated there 
were 74 new cases reported over the 
past week, bringing the country’s active 
cases to 122. 

Tourism Minister Charles “Max” 
Fernandez said he is not sure what im-
pact the CDC’s ratings will have on 
travel, as over the past months when 
Antigua and Barbuda was at Level 2, 
demand for travel to the country re-
mained very high.

“At this stage in the pandemic, peo-
ple are going to make their own deci-
sions about travel as there is still strong 

demand for travel after more than two 
years of COVID-19 restrictions,” he ob-
served.

His sentiments echoed those of 
CNN’s Medical Analyst, Dr. Leana 
Wen, who said transmission rates are 
just “one guidepost” for travellers’ per-
sonal risk calculations. 

“We’ve moved into “a phase in the 
pandemic where people need to make 
their own decisions based on their med-
ical circumstances as well as their risk 
tolerance when it comes to contract-
ing Covid-19,” said Wen, an emergen-
cy physician and professor of Health 
Policy and Management at the George 
Washington University Milken Institute 
School of Public Health.

There are other factors to weigh in 
addition to transmission rates, according 
to Wen.

“Another is what precautions are 
required and followed in the place that 
you’re going and then the third is what 
are you planning to do once you’re there.

“Are you planning to visit a lot of 

attractions and go to indoor bars? That’s 
very different from if you’re going 
somewhere where you’re planning to 
lie on the beach all day and not interact 
with anyone else. That’s very different. 
Those are very different levels of risk.”

Vaccination is the most significant 
safety factor for travel, since unvacci-
nated travellers are more likely to be-
come ill and transmit COVID-19 to oth-
ers, Wen said.

The CDC recently overhauled its 
system for assessing COVID-19 risk for 
travellers.

The Level 3 “high” risk category is 
now the top rung in terms of risk level. 
Level 2 is considered “moderate” risk, 
and Level 1 is “low” risk.

Level 4, previously the highest risk 
category, is now reserved only for spe-
cial circumstances such as extremely 
high case counts, the emergence of a 
new variant of concern, or health care 
infrastructure collapses. 

Under the new system, no destina-
tions have yet been placed at Level 4.

Recent increases in COVID 
cases get CDC attention
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With less than two weeks before 
the official start of the 2022 Atlan-
tic Hurricane season, forecasters are 
cautioning that this year will likely 
be the seventh consecutive above av-
erage on record.

The pre-season forecasts released 
earlier this week from the Colorado 
State University (CSU), led by Dr. 
Phil Klotzbach, predicted that there 
will be 19 named tropical systems, 
with 9 hurricanes and 4 major hurri-
canes forecast this year.

This, according to CSU, far ex-
ceeds the average over the past 30 
years.

On the long-term average, a hur-
ricane season generally produces 14 
named storms and 7 hurricanes, 3 of 
which become major storms.

Acting Chief Meteorologist in 
Antigua and Barbuda, Dale Destin, 
concurs with this outlook. However, 
as far as the chances of one of these 
storms impacting Antigua and Bar-
buda is concerned, he says, statisti-
cally speaking, the numbers are in 
the country’s favour.

“Given the forecast for an active 
hurricane season, there is a 43 per-
cent chance/probability of a named 
storm passing within 105 nautical 
miles of Antigua or affecting (hitting 
or brushing) us. 

“This translates into a named 
storm return period of 2 to 3 active 
years or a named storm affecting us 
every 2 to 3 active years, on average. 

“Our last named storm during an 
active year was Tropical Storm Lau-
ra of 2020. 

“This means statistically, we are 
not due one this year, if the season 
turns out to be active, as forecast,” 
the climatologist said via his blog, 
268Weather.

“With an active season forecast, 
a named storm has a 28 percent 
probability of affecting us as a hur-

ricane and an 18 percent probability 
of affecting us as a major hurricane 
(Category 3 or higher). 

On average, we get a hurricane 
passing within 105 nautical miles of 
Antigua every 3 to 4 active seasons 
and a major hurricane every 5 to 6 
active seasons.

“Our last hurricane during an ac-
tive season, which was also a major 
hurricane, was Maria of 2017. 

“It did not cause us hurricane 
winds, but it passed within 105 nau-
tical miles to our southwest, affect-
ing us with storm-force winds. 

“Given we average a hurricane 
every 3 to 4 active years, and there 
has been only one active season 
since then, 2020; statistically, this 
means we are NOT due for a hurri-
cane this year. 

“Additionally, we are also NOT 
due a major hurricane this year,” he 
continued.

Despite this hopeful news, the 
public is still being urged to keep 
their guards up and prepare as nor-
mal for the approaching hurricane 
season. 

These measures include ensuring 
trees and bushes around the home 
are pruned, establishing a hurricane 

evacuation plan for the family, stock-
ing up on adequate supplies of food, 
water, medicine and pet supplies and 
securing important documents.

Forecasters say that this above 
average activity is being driven by 
the La Niña weather phenomenon. 
La Niña is a weather pattern that oc-
curs in the Pacific Ocean. 

In this pattern, strong winds blow 
warm water at the ocean’s surface 
from South America to Indonesia. 

As the warm water moves west, 
cold water from the deep rises to 
the surface near the coast of South 
America. 

Historically, La Niña phases are 
a factor that contributes to more ac-
tive tropical storms in the Atlantic 
Ocean, by creating an environment 
with low shear and warmer Atlantic 
Ocean waters that drive storm devel-
opment. 

While the Atlantic hurricane 
season runs from June 1st through 
November 30th, storms have been 
known to develop on either side of 
this period.

The Atlantic basin covers the 
tropical area, which includes the en-
tire Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mex-
ico, and the Caribbean region.

Local News
“Above average” hurricane season predicted

Photo courtesy: Dale Destin/268Weather
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A brief ceremony was 
held at Jolly Harbour yes-
terday to mark the opening 
of a temporary outpost for 
officers attached to the Bo-
lans Police Station.

The building, which is 
located at the original main 
entrance of Jolly Harbour, 
is outfitted with a front 
desk, bathroom facility, 
kitchenette, living quarters 
and a temporary holding 
cell.

This was made possi-
ble through the partnership 
of the new management of 
Caribbean Developments 
(Antigua) Ltd. (CDAL), 
which was represented by 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Jamie Tarter and Opera-
tions Manager, Camilla 
Sukumaran.

Commissioner of Po-
lice, Atlee Rodney, was 
present and expressed grat-
itude to CDAL for partner-
ing with the police in such 
a meaningful project. 

He said that through 
the effort and support of 
CDAL, the officers at Bo-
lans can now operate from 
a more strategic location to 
provide faster and more ef-

ficient service to the com-
munities of Bolans, Jen-
nings, Bendals and other 
surrounding communities.

Commissioner Rodney 
also said that he believes 
it is a high priority to have 
sub-stations strategically 
placed within some of the 
larger communities, in or-
der to provide better ser-
vice to the people.

“I am happy that our 
friends at Caribbean De-
velopment Antigua Ltd. 
saw it necessary to partner 
with the Police to provide 

this level of accommo-
dation for our officers in 
this temporary facility,” he 
added. 

Rodney also took the 
opportunity to extend an 
invitation to other busi-
nesses to get on board to 
support the efforts of the 
Police in any way they can.

Media Relations Spe-
cialist for CDAL, Jamilla 
Kirwan, was also present 
at the ceremony.

“Jolly Harbour is a part 
of the Bolans community,” 
Kirwan said. “And, as such, 

CDAL felt a sense of re-
sponsibility to play its role 
as true community part-
ners. We are happy,” she 
continued, “to offer you a 
temporary home until ren-
ovations to the Bolans Po-
lice Station are complete.” 

According to Kirwan, 
CDAL made a substantial 
investment in renovations 
to the temporary Jolly Har-
bour location, to enable of-
ficers who will be occupy-
ing the building to perform 
their duties in a productive 
environment.”

Operations at the Bo-
lans Police Station were 
temporarily relocated to 
Johnsons Point in Octo-
ber 2017, to facilitate re-
pair work on the existing 
structure. The building has 
since been demolished in 
order to make room for the 
construction of a modern 
facility.

Local News
Bolans Police Station gets 

temporary home compliments CDAL
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Dear Editor,
Recently I penned a letter to your 

portal in which among other things 
I sought to indicate to the readers 
of all political persuasions, the fail-
ure of the United Progressive Par-
ty (UPP) to win the 2014 and 2018 
general elections and the party’s ob-
durate refusal to accept the political 
reality that they were soundly beaten 
by the Antigua and Barbuda Labour 
Party (ABLP); and, that on both oc-
casions they had been rejected by the 
electorate after two terms in office. 

On each occasion, they had con-
vinced themselves and their sup-
porters that they lost both elections 
“because the ABLP had bought the 
elections by widespread bribery 
of the voters, and the vote of the 
non-national voters, who they derid-
ed as ‘dem foreigners’.”

Lo and behold, my attention was 
drawn to an article on ANR that 
quoted statements attributed to the 
UPP Chairman D. Gisele Isaac, who 
stated ,”that the ABLP has been busy 
devising ways to buy the upcoming 
elections”, which she says “will be 
about big spending and free concerts 
in order to win votes”. 

She further speculated “that re-
cent trips by PM Browne are to raise 
funds to ‘bring out’ the people, espe-
cially the youth, some of whom have 
already been receiving inducements 
from ABLP operatives.”

Your readers therefore can be 
excused for concluding that notwith-
standing the UPP’s idle boast of win-
ning the elections, it is already sens-
ing defeat, probably as a result of its 
poor showing on Labour Day and the 
conspicuous absence of young vot-
ers at their march of the Blues. 

Readers can also conclude that 

Isaac’s statements are a pre-emp-
tive excuse, when the UPP loses yet 
again.

I would suggest to Chairman 
Isaac, Party Leader Harold Lovell 
and the UPP hierarchy and base sup-
porters, that the voting public has 
grown weary of its noisy talking 
points, which are completely devoid 
of policies, some of which are re-
peated ad nauseam.

The UPP is the party of choice 
(whatever this generalisation means)

The giveaway of vast amounts of 
the people’s land

Government gave no “stimulus” 
(sic) to the people

The Ministers are personally en-
riching themselves

The failure to build 500 homes in 
500 days (the government has built 
over 1,000 homes in 8 years inclu-
sive of 2 years of Covid shutdown)

No water. No water. The UPP 
beats this drum, which they are en-
titled to do, but which is not a new 
problem and is exacerbated by the 
most severe drought in 100 years.  

In addition, the UPP continues to 
insult the collective intelligence of 
the voting public by promising with 
a straight face to pay millions of 
dollars to Liat workers and the sev-
ered workers at Jolly Beach; neither 
of which are legitimate debts of the 
government of Antigua and Barbuda. 

They have also promised to pay 
public servants who failed to be vac-
cinated and preferred to stay away 
from work. 

They will also reduce the cost of 
gas at the pump, thereby subsidis-
ing the increase of gas for the rich, 
the poor and the in-between, to the 
tune of millions of dollars, includ-
ing the trucks and heavy-duty equip-

ment used for commercial purpos-
es and persons owning and driving 
high-end vehicles such as Mercedes, 
BMW, Lexus etc.  In addition to all 
of this, the UPP will do all of these 
things while also reducing import 
duties and taxes at the Port.

It is my considered view that 
Isaac, Lovell and the UPP candidates 
must “crap or get off the potty”. 

They must be called upon by the 
voting public to provide the proof 
to support their accusations made 
against the Prime Minister and his 
Cabinet, and must state definitively 
how they propose to finance their 
millions in giveaways while cutting 
taxes.

If the ABLP Ministers have en-
riched themselves, it is incumbent 
upon the UPP to provide proof or 
shut up.

If the government has given 
away the people’s land to foreign-
ers and/or investors, a simple check 
at the Land Registry would provide 
proof to support the allegations. Bear 
in mind that the Yida and Seaforth 
lands were both privately owned; a 
fact that seems to escape the UPP.

The UPP has solemnly promised 
to pay off the Liat debt, Jolly Beach 
workers et al; then they must state 
how it will raise the funds to do so.

If the UPP seriously intends 
to subsidise the price of gas at the 
pump, no matter the price of crude 
on the world market, then they must 
explain how it will raise the funds to 
do so,

Finally, the UPP appears to have 
the magic formula for reducing infla-
tion, which even wealthy, first world 
countries are grappling with, so they 
need to enlighten the public, and in-

Letter to the Editor
Same old UPP playbook with 

a twist – from UPP Chair Isaac

cont’d on pg 12
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deed the world, as to how they will 
move from idle talk to action in this 
regard.

Making these elaborate and un-
attainable promises, knowing fully 
well that they cannot and will not be 
attainable, is political dishonesty to 
the highest degree, by doing so they 
are blatantly lying to its supporters 
and the voting public, which will 
neither forgive nor forget this politi-
cal dishonesty. 

Indeed, the backlash from its dis-
appointed supporters and followers 
could well spell the end of the party 
in its present form.

In addition, the voters must de-
mand that each UPP candidate pub-
lish a curriculum vitae (a brief ac-
count of their previous career which 
could assist the voters in deciding 
whether the candidate should be 
elected and is fit to be a Parliamen-

tarian and minister of government). 
The current sanitised versions 

of the candidates’ qualifications, 
for instance describing Pearl Quinn 
as a “banker” and Gloria Potter as 
a “restaurant manager”, is disin-
genuous and misleading. VOTERS 
MUST KNOW WHAT AND WHOM 
THEY ARE.

In this regard it must be noted 
that the UPP candidate for St. Mary’s 
North, Mr. Jonathan Joseph, has 
posted his CV, which he termed his 
“Professional experiences”. It reads 
as follows:

“My professional experiences 
span education, hospitality and trade 
unionism. As a community leader I 
have served in several positions in-
cluding Treasurer of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Bus Association.”

This candidate, at least deserves 
some kudos for posting something. 
However, can anyone accept that the 

above qualifies him for Parliamenta-
ry and Ministerial responsibilities, 
notwithstanding his present position 
in the Senate.

The public must demand that the 
other candidates, whether radio host, 
attorney or unemployed, publish an 
account of their respective steward-
ships so that one can compare same 
with the qualifications, experiences 
and results of the incumbents. 

In this way the voters can make 
an intelligent and informed decision 
at the polls.

In a following letter, I will enu-
merate some of the outstanding ac-
complishments of the incumbent 
government under Prime Minister 
Browne, notwithstanding 2 years of 
the COVID pandemic, and the lock-
down of the country with serious 
economic and financial repercus-
sions.

NOMAD

Letter to the Editor
cont’d from pg 11
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Business

By Santana Salmon 
The head of the Competitiveness 

Business Unit at the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) 
Commission, Kareem Guiste, says 
micro, small, and medium-sized en-
terprises (MSMEs) should create 
demand for their goods and services 
through research.

“Entrepreneurs can create de-
mand by taking the time to interro-
gate and understand the market to 
see if there is an appetite for a prod-
uct or service. 

“This allows the business owner 
to dissect the needs of the clients they 
want to serve and provide them with 
alternative solutions to the needs 
they have observed,” said Guiste, as 
he addressed the Jamaica Business 
Development Corporation’s (JBDC) 
Virtual Biz Zone Webinar.

The webinar last week, was the 
first of the agency’s Research and In-
novation Series held under the theme 
“Using Research to Identify New 
Markets”.

“The risk of generating any busi-
ness is the risk of the unknown. Un-
covering the unknown requires in-
vestment and interrogation,” Guiste 
said, noting that many entrepreneurs 
might be intimidated by the idea of 
research.

But he encouraged participants 
that research does not always have to 
be formal and arduous, adding “the 
grassroots small business owner can 
conduct informal research by simply 
observing, asking questions to the 
right people, and recording respons-
es”.

Guiste underscored the impor-
tance of Caribbean small business 
owners becoming proactive instead 

of reactive in their businesses.
“Research can often be a valu-

able non-cash method of growing 
your business because it causes you 
to become aware and subsequently 
understand the market. 

“Research is a low-hanging fruit 
for improving your business and it 
should not intimidate entrepreneurs.”

Guiste said there are key ques-
tions and considerations entrepre-
neurs must ask themselves.

“Is there a demand for my prod-
uct and is it possible for me to create 
demand for it? 

“Have I adequately taken the op-
portunity to assess market needs and 
do I know who my clients are? These 
questions can begin to stir the entre-
preneur’s mind to see how they can 

get their brand into new markets.
“Entrepreneurs must appreciate 

what research can do for their busi-
ness. It has the capacity to open new 
markets and allow them to build de-
mand for their product.” 

Guiste encouraged participants 
to “Read more, learn more and be 
deliberate about observing your cur-
rent market and the ones you are in-
terested in exploring,” Guiste said.

The JBDC Virtual Biz Zone we-
binars are geared toward stimulating 
entrepreneurs within the MSME sec-
tor. 

The second in the two-part series 
on Research and Innovation which 
covered the topic ‘Innovation: Fund-
ing new Business/Product’ began on 
Tuesday, May 17.

Caribbean MSMEs must 
use research to grow

The head of the Competitiveness Business Unit at the Organization of Eastern Carib-
bean States (OECS) Commission, Kareem Guiste.
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By Barbara Ortutay, 
Haleluya Hadero and Matt 
O’brien

These days, mass shoot-
ers like the one now held in 
the Buffalo, New York, su-
permarket attack don’t stop 
with planning out their brutal 
attacks. They also create mar-
keting plans while arranging 
to livestream their massacres 
on social platforms in hopes 
of fomenting more violence.

Sites like Twitter, 
Facebook and now the 
game-streaming platform 
Twitch have learned painful 
lessons from dealing with 
the violent videos that often 
accompany such shootings. 
But experts are calling for a 
broader discussion around 
livestreams, including wheth-
er they should exist at all, 
since once such videos go on-
line, they’re almost impossi-
ble to erase completely.

The self-described white 
supremacist gunman who po-
lice say killed 10 people, all 
of them Black, at a Buffalo 
supermarket Saturday had 
mounted a GoPro camera to 
his helmet to stream his as-
sault live on Twitch, the vid-
eo game streaming platform 
used by another shooter in 
2019 who killed two people 
at a synagogue in Halle, Ger-
many.

He had previously out-
lined his plan in a detailed but 
rambling set of online diary 
entries that were apparent-
ly posted publicly ahead of 
the attack, although it’s not 
clear how many people might 

have seen them. His goal: to 
inspire copycats and spread 
his racist beliefs. After all, he 
was a copycat himself.

He decided against 
streaming on Facebook, as 
yet another mass shooter did 
when he killed 51 people 
at two mosques in Christ-
church, New Zealand, three 
years ago. Unlike Twitch, 
Facebook requires users to 
sign up for an account in or-
der to watch livestreams.

Still, not everything 
went according to plan. By 
most accounts the platforms 
responded more quickly to 
halt the spread of the Buffalo 
video than they did after the 
2019 Christchurch shooting, 
said Megan Squire, a senior 
fellow and technology expert 
at the Southern Poverty Law 
Center.

Another Twitch user 
watching the live video likely 
flagged it to the attention of 
Twitch’s content moderators, 
she said, which would have 
helped Twitch pull down the 
stream less than two min-
utes after the first gunshots 
per a company spokesper-
son. Twitch has not said how 
the video was flagged. In a 
statement about the shooting 
Tuesday, the company ex-
pressed thanks “for the user 
reports that help us catch and 
remove harmful content in 
real time.”

“In this case, they did 
pretty well,” Squire said. 
“The fact that the video is so 
hard to find right now is proof 
of that.”

In 2019, the Christchurch 
shooting was streamed live 
on Facebook for 17 minutes 
and quickly spread to oth-
er platforms. This time, the 
platforms generally seemed 
to coordinate better, particu-
larly by sharing digital “sig-
natures” of the video used to 
detect and remove copies.

But platform algorithms 
can have a harder time iden-
tifying a copycat video if 
someone has edited it. That’s 
created problems, such as 
when some internet forums 
users remade the Buffalo 
video with twisted attempts 
at humour. Tech companies 
would have needed to use 
“more fancy algorithms” to 
detect those partial matches, 
Squire said.

“It seems darker and 
more cynical,” she said of the 
attempts to spread the shoot-
ing video in recent days.

Twitch has more than 2.5 
million viewers at any given 
moment; roughly 8 million 
content creators stream video 
on the platform each month, 
according to the company. 

The site uses a combination 
of user reports, algorithms 
and moderators to detect and 
remove any violence that 
occurs on the platform. The 
company said that it quick-
ly removed the gunman’s 
stream, but hasn’t shared 
many details about what hap-
pened on Saturday — includ-
ing whether the stream was 
reported or how many people 
watched the rampage live.

A Twitch spokesperson 
said the company shared the 
livestream with the Global 
Internet Forum to Counter 
Terrorism, a nonprofit group 
set up by tech companies 
to help others monitor their 
own platforms for rebroad-
casts. But clips from the 
video still made their way to 
other platforms, including 
the site Streamable, where it 
was available for millions to 
view. A spokesperson for Ho-
pin, the company that owns 
Streamable, said Monday 
that it’s working to remove 
the videos and terminate the 
accounts of those who up-

Technology
Live streamed carnage: Tech’s 
hard lessons from mass killings

A man pays his respects outside the scene of a shooting at a su-
permarket, in Buffalo, N.Y., Sunday, May 15, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt 
Rourke)

cont’d on pg 15
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loaded them.
Looking ahead, platforms may face 

future moderation complications from a 
Texas law — reinstated by an appellate 
court last week — that bans big social 
media companies from “censoring” 
users’ viewpoints. The shooter “had a 
very specific viewpoint” and the law is 
unclear enough to create a risk for plat-
forms that moderate people like him, 
said Jeff Kosseff, an associate professor 
of cybersecurity law at the U.S. Naval 
Academy. “It really puts the finger on 
the scale of keeping up harmful con-
tent,” he said.

Alexa Koenig, executive director of 
the Human Rights Center at the Univer-

sity of California, Berkeley, said there’s 
been a shift in how tech companies are 
responding to such events. In particular, 
Koenig said, coordination between the 
companies to create fingerprint reposito-
ries for extremist videos so they can’t be 
re-uploaded to other platforms “has been 
an incredibly important development.”

A Twitch spokesperson said the 
company will review how it responded 
to the gunman’s livestream.

Experts suggest that sites such as 
Twitch could exercise more control over 
who can livestream and when — for 
instance, by building in delays or wh-
itelisting valid users while banning rules 
violators. More broadly, Koenig said, 
“there’s also a general societal conver-

sation that needs to happen around the 
utility of livestreaming and when it’s 
valuable, when it’s not, and how we put 
safe norms around how it’s used and 
what happens if you use it.”

Another option, of course, would 
be to end live streaming altogether. But 
that’s almost impossible to imagine giv-
en how much tech companies rely on 
live streams to attract and keep users en-
gaged in order to bring in money.

Free speech, Koenig said, is often 
the reason tech platforms give for allow-
ing this form of technology — beyond 
the unspoken profit component. But that 
should be balanced “with rights to priva-
cy and some of the other issues that arise 
in this instance,” Koenig said.

CMC - The Lon-
don-based Privy Council 
has ruled that the mandatory 
sentence of death for mur-
der in Trinidad and Tobago 
is constitutional, and only 
Parliament can rewrite the 
law.

“The 1976 Constitution 
has allocated to the Parlia-
ment of Trinidad and Toba-
go, as the democratic organ 
of government, the task of 
reforming and updating the 
law, including such laws. 
Those laws will continue 
to exist only so long as Par-
liament chooses to retain 
them,” it said.

The Privy Council, the 
country’s highest court 
“unanimously dismisses the 
appeal,” that had been filed 
by Jay Chandler, who was 
convicted in 2011 of the 
murder of Kirn Phillip in 
2004 and was sentenced to 
death by hanging, which is 

the mandatory sentence for 
murder in Trinidad and To-
bago as laid down in Section 
4 of the Offences Against 
the Person Act 1925.

His conviction and sen-
tence were upheld on appeal 
by the Court of Appeal of 
Trinidad and Tobago and 
by the Privy Council in a 
judgement of March12, 
2018. The appellant’s sen-
tence has since been com-
muted to life imprisonment.

In this appeal, Chandler 
mounted a constitutional 
challenge to the mandatory 
death penalty and the prin-
cipal issue raised is the re-

lationship between Sections 
4, 5 and 6 of the 1976 Con-
stitution.

Section 4 of the 1976 
Constitution recognizes and 
declares fundamental rights, 
including the right of the in-
dividual not to be deprived 
of life, liberty, and security 
except by due process of 
law. Section 5 prohibits the 
imposition of cruel and un-
usual punishment which, it 
is not disputed, includes the 
mandatory death penalty.

Section 6, the “savings 
clause”, provides that noth-
ing in Sections 4 or 5 shall 
invalidate an existing law, 

meaning a law that had an 
effect as part of the law of 
Trinidad and Tobago im-
mediately before the com-
mencement of the Constitu-
tion. The mandatory death 
penalty is one such existing 
law.

In its ruling, the 
nine-member Privy Council 
ruled that it is not persuaded 
that it should depart from its 
earlier decision and that the 
principle of legal certainty 
dictates that there must be 
very strong reasons before 
it will depart from such a 
ruling.

The Privy Council said 
it has “consistently adopted 
the approach to the Caribbe-
an Court of Justice (CCJ), 
the highest court for several 
Caribbean countries, to de-
velop its own jurisprudence, 
and does not question the 
outcome of their decisions 
in two similar cases.

cont’d from pg 14

Privy Council rules mandatory death 
sentence in Trinidad is constitutional
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CMC – Director of Projects at the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) 
Daniel Best says two new projects fi-
nanced by the European Union (EU) 
are set to advance efforts in poverty 
reduction and the exportability of 
goods and services, in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines by increasing op-
portunities in agriculture.

The two initiatives are the Na-
tional Standardisation and Certifica-
tion of Exportable Services Providers 
Project and the Food Safety Certifi-
cation System for Livestock Produc-
tion and Trade in Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines Project.

According to Best, “It is no small 
task to rebound and rebalance a small 
open economy which has been affect-
ed by multiple shocks, a health crisis, 
and a volcanic eruption. 

Recognizing these exigencies, 
the Bank through these two projects 
and other programmes, is keenly as-
sisting with national recovery.”

Felipe De La Mota, Team Lead-
er, Regional Integration and Trade at 
the EU says the projects “support the 
development of human capital in the 
services sector leading to the genera-
tion of income and foreign exchange, 
the establishment of new businesses, 
and the development of specialty ser-
vices. 

Further, the value would be de-
rived with the creation of employ-
ment opportunities, market pene-
tration, and expansion, economic 
growth, poverty reduction in rural 
communities, decreased unemploy-
ment, and an increase in knowledge 
of best practices.”

Kesal Peters, minister of state 
with responsibility for foreign af-
fairs and foreign trade in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines indicated at the 
launch on May 10 that the initiatives 

will assist the private sector to en-
hance productivity and competitive-
ness and attain strong sustainable 
economic growth.

The education project’s training 
component was highlighted by the 
Minister of Education and Nation-
al Reconciliation, Curtis King who 
added that an “A key component in 
building this new economy is the 
education and training of our peo-
ple. The new paradigm has seen and 
continues to see huge sums of invest-
ment in the education and training of 
our people, as we seek to deliver ed-
ucation and training that are relevant, 
of high quality, accessible to all, and 
lifelong.” 

Citing gaps that limit the person’s 
able to exploit the economic value in 
markets, the Minister welcomed the 
project.

Permanent Secretary at the Min-

istry of Agriculture, Forestry, Fish-
eries, Transformation and Labour, 
Nerissa Gittens McMillan, also noted 
that farmers must expand their pro-
duction facilities to a scale that al-
lows for the production of a premium 
but price competitive product. 

These adjustments must meet in-
ternational certification standards, 
the Food Safety Certification System 
for Livestock Production and Trade 
in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
Project will aid in this regard.

Further, the development of the 
burgeoning Spa Sector will prepare 
and position the sector for great-
er exportability, develop a cadre of 
certified musical professionals and 
a system of continued certification 
for increased professionalism and to 
access new markets and enhance the 
capacity of other CSME approved 

CDB & EU working to increase private sector 
capacity in St Vincent and the Grenadines

cont’d on pg 17
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CMC – Cuba’s Nation-
al Institute of Social Secu-
rity (INASS) is conducting 
a centralised process of 
granting pensions quickly, 
for all the affected workers 
and relatives of the victims 
of the accident at the Sara-
toga hotel, without distinc-
tion of pension rights.

A powerful explosion 
apparently caused by a nat-
ural gas leak killed at least 
22 people and injured 40 
when it blew away outer 
walls from the luxury hotel 
in the heart of Cuba’s cap-
ital.

According to the gen-
eral director of the INASS, 
Virginia Marlen Garcia 
Reyes, the process will 
have the exceptionality of 
the law for the granting 
of extraordinary pensions, 
taking into account that not 
all the relatives of the de-
ceased are eligible for pen-
sions on a regular basis.

“We intend to protect 
all the affected families 
without distinction, due 
to the transcendence and 
painful repercussion of the 
accident,” she said.

“A survey is being car-
ried out in order to deter-
mine the calculation of the 
definitive pension based on 
the salary of each work-
er,” said Garcia Reyes who 
added that the affected ar-
eas will also be visited in 
order to interview family 
members.

“If all the information 
is gathered quickly, it is 
expected that those affect-
ed and their families will 
receive the definitive pen-

sion by June,” she contin-
ued.

While this procedure 
is being conducted, spe-
cialists from the municipal 
branches of INASS will 
protect the affected work-
ers through the payment 
of a provisional pension, 
which consists of 100 per-
cent of the affected work-
er’s salary.

The INASS manage-
ment is working along with 
the Gaviota group to recon-

struct the labour file of the 
injured workers, as well as 
taking measures aimed at 
guaranteeing the relocation 
of the affected workers and 
their families in search of 
employment.

According to the IN-
ASS, in case of destruction 
of the deceased’s employ-
ment file, an exceptional 
procedure will be conduct-
ed in order to immediately 
protect the family mem-
bers.

Rooms are exposed at the five-star Hotel Saratoga where emergency crew work after a deadly 
explosion in Old Havana, Cuba, . (AP Photo)

Cuban authorities announce benefits 
for victims of Saratoga hotel tragedy

vocations such as security guards and 
domestics.

Yvanette Baron-George, deputy 
programme manager, CARIFORUM 
says the country’s decision to adopt 
the CARICOM food safety standards 
for poultry meat and meat products is 
a step in the right direction to increase 
product quality and health and well-
ness offerings locally and beyond.

The CDB managed Standby Fa-
cility, which is supporting the two 
initiatives, is part of a wider pro-
gramme of support by the EU for 
the implementation of the Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA), which 
will improve innovation and intellec-
tual property rights, technical barri-
ers to trade, sanitary and phyto-san-
itary measures, capacity building in 
the areas of competition, public pro-

curement, and customs and trade fa-
cilitation.

It also supports CDB’s strategic 
objective of reducing poverty and 
transforming lives through sustain-
able, resilient, and inclusive develop-
ment. 

The two grants of over EUR 
376,000 have been provided to the 
Government of St Vincent and the 
Grenadines for the projects.

cont’d from pg 16
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President Joe Biden 
signed an order Monday to 
redeploy hundreds of U.S. 
troops to Somalia to count-
er the Islamic extremist reb-
el group al-Shabab, an ef-
fort that American military 
leaders said had been ham-
pered by President Donald 
Trump’s late-term decision 
to withdraw forces from the 
country.

U.S. troops will be re-
positioned from elsewhere 
in Africa to train and pro-
vide other support to Somali 
forces in their fight against 
al-Shabab, which is consid-
ered the largest and wealth-
iest affiliate of the al-Qaida 
extremist organisation.

“Our forces are not now, 
nor will they be, directly 
engaged in combat opera-
tions,” said Pentagon press 
secretary John Kirby. 

“The purpose here is 
to enable a more effective 
fight against al-Shabab by 
local forces.”

It’s a reminder that the 
U.S. remains engaged in 
the long fight against Is-

lamic extremists around the 
world, even if the effort has 
been eclipsed by the war in 
Ukraine and other matters.

The decision to sta-
tion forces again in Soma-
lia, rather than rotate them 
in and out, is intended “to 
maximise the safety and 

effectiveness of our forces 
and enable them to provide 
more efficient support to 
our partners,” National Se-
curity Council spokesper-
son Adrienne Watson said 
in announcing the redeploy-
ment.

U.S. troops in Somalia 

will total “under 500” ac-
cording to a senior Biden 
administration official who 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to brief journalists 
on the decision.

In addition to training 
Somali forces, American 

Reversing Trump, Biden acts 
to deploy US troops to Somalia

People look at destroyed shops in Mogadishu’s Lido beach, Somalia, Saturday, April, 23, 2022, 
after a bomb blast by Somalia’s Islamic extremist rebels hit a popular seaside restaurant killing 
at least six people. Ambulance service officials say the explosion occurred Friday evening when 
many patrons gathered for an Iftar meal to break the Ramadan fast. (AP Photo/Farah Abdi War-
sameh)

cont’d on pg 19
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AP – Lebanon’s militant Hezbol-
lah group and its allies lost their par-
liamentary majority, final elections 
results showed Tuesday, while more 
than a dozen independent newcomers 
gained seats. The outcome signalled a 
shift in a country devastated by an on-
going financial meltdown and soaring 
poverty.

Final results for Sunday’s elec-
tions showed no clear majority for any 
group. That indicates a fragmented and 
polarised parliament divided between 
pro- and anti-Hezbollah lawmakers 
who will likely find it difficult to work 
together to form a new government 
and enact desperately needed reforms.

The Hezbollah-led coalition won 
61 seats in the 128-member legisla-
ture, a drop of 10 members since the 
last vote was held four years ago. It’s 
a loss largely due to setbacks suffered 
by the group’s political partners. The 
loss was not expected to weaken the 
Iran-backed group’s domination of 
Lebanese politics, and all 13 Hezbol-
lah candidates who ran got elected.

Still, the results were hailed as a 
major breakthrough for groups op-
posed to Hezbollah and the country’s 
other powerful political parties blamed 
for the collapse, introducing more new 
independent faces than was expected.

Hezbollah’s most vocal opponent, 
the nationalist Christian Lebanese 
Forces party, emerged as the biggest 
winner, while its Christian rival, the 
Free Patriotic Movement founded by 
President Michel Aoun, suffered a po-
litical setback.

Though Christian, the Free Patri-
otic Movement is an ally of the Shi-
ite Muslim Hezbollah. The Lebanese 
Forces now has the largest bloc in par-
liament with 21 seats, overtaking the 
Free Patriotic Movement, which now 
holds 18 seats, a drop of three seats 
from the previous vote.

Despite the setback, Hezbollah and 
its main Shiite ally, the Amal group 
of Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, 
retained the 27 seats allocated to the 
Shiite sect.

Independents and newcomers, in-
cluding those from the 2019 protest 
movement, scooped 14 seats. That 
was a major achievement considering 

they went into the vote fragmented 
and facing intimidation and threats by 
entrenched mainstream parties.

The results portend a sharply pola-
rised parliament, divided between pro 
and anti-Hezbollah lawmakers who 
will find it difficult to work together to 
form a new government and pass laws 
needed to enact reforms for a financial 
recovery in Lebanon.

With two main blocs — Hezbollah 
and the Lebanese Forces — opposed 
to each other, analysts said the new 
political scene will likely see more pa-
ralysis and growing friction between 
the two camps at a time when unity is 
needed.

Hezbollah, allies lose majority 
in Lebanon’s parliament

Lebanese Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi, centre, speaks during a press confer-
ence about Sunday’s parliamentary elections, at the interior ministry in Beirut, Leba-
non, Monday, May 16, 2022. Lebanon’s militant Hezbollah group and its allies suffered 
losses in this weekend’s parliamentary elections, with preliminary results Monday 
showing some of their most vocal opponents picking up more seats and several of 
their traditional partners routed out of the legislature. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)

troops will also provide se-
curity to personnel from the 
State Department and the 
U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development as they 

work with the government 
to emerge from years of tur-
moil, the official said.

Trump abruptly ordered 
the withdrawal of approxi-
mately 700 troops from So-

malia at the end of his term 
in January 2021, an exten-
sion of a broader policy of 
seeking to pull the U.S. out 
of what he derisively re-
ferred to as “endless wars” 

around the world.
But military leaders said 

that came at a cost, wasting 
time, money and momen-
tum as troops had to rotate 
in and out of the country.

cont’d from pg 18
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AP – During more than a decade 
as North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un 
has made “self-reliance” his governing 
lynchpin, shunning international help 
and striving instead for domestic strat-
egies to fix his battered economy.

But as an illness suspected to be 
COVID-19 sickens hundreds of thou-
sands of his people, Kim stands at a 
critical crossroad: Either swallow his 
pride and receive foreign help to fight 
the disease, or go it alone, enduring po-
tential huge fatalities that may under-
mine his leadership.

“Kim Jong Un is in a dilemma, a 
really huge dilemma,” said Lim Eul-
chul, a professor at Kyungnam Univer-
sity’s Institute for Far Eastern Studies 
in Seoul. “If he accepts U.S. or Western 
assistance, that can shake the self-re-
liance stance that he has steadfastly 
maintained and public confidence in 
him could be weakened.”

Doing nothing, however, could be 
calamitous.

Since acknowledging a COVID-19 
outbreak last week, North Korea has 
said “an explosively spreading fever” 
has killed 56 people and sickened 
about 1.5 million others. Outside ob-
servers suspect most of those cases 
were caused by the coronavirus.

Whatever North Korea’s state-con-
trolled media say about those who 
are sick, the outbreak is likely several 
times worse. North Korea lacks suffi-
cient COVID-19 tests, and experts say 
it is significantly understating deaths to 
avoid possible public unrest that could 
hurt Kim politically.

Some observers say the stated death 

toll is low for a country where most of 
the 26 million people are unvaccinated 
and medicine is in short supply.

The North Korean outbreak may 
be linked to a massive military pa-
rade in Pyongyang in late April that 
Kim organised to feature new weap-
ons and loyal troops. The parade drew 
tens of thousands of soldiers and res-
idents from around the country. After 
the event, Kim spent several days tak-
ing dozens of commemorative group 
photos with parade participants, all of 
whom were without masks. Most of the 
photos involved dozens or hundreds of 
people.

North Korea may be able to public-
ly hide the real number of deaths, but 
the country’s strengthened restrictions 
on movement and quarantine rules 
could hurt its agricultural cultivation. 

Its economy is already battered by more 
than two years of pandemic-caused 
border shutdowns and other curbs.

North Korea is also worried about a 
shortage of medical supplies and food 
and daily necessities that have dried up 
in markets during the border closures, 
Yang Moo-jin, a professor at Seoul’s 
University of North Korean Studies, 
said.

Kim has previously rebuffed mil-
lions of doses of vaccines offered by 
the U.N.-backed COVAX distribution 
programme. After the North admitted 
to an outbreak, South Korean and Chi-
na offered to send vaccines, medicine 
and other medical supplies to North 
Korea. The United States said it sup-
ports international aid efforts, though it 
has no current plans to share its vaccine 
supplies with the North.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

People watch a TV screen showing a news programme reporting with an image of 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, at a train station in Seoul, South Korea on May 16, 
2022. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)

North Korea’s Kim 
faces ‘huge dilemma’ 
on aid as virus surges
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Sports News
AP - A Louisville woman has filed 

for an emergency protective order 
against Cleveland Cavaliers guard Ra-
jon Rondo and alleges the former Ken-
tucky star brandished a gun and threat-
ened her life.

The woman alleges Rondo “became 
enraged” last week and filed for the EPO 
on Friday in Jefferson County Family 
Court, news outlets reported. She says in 
the EPO that Rondo was playing video 
games with a child when she asked the 
child to finish separating his laundry so 
she could wash the family’s clothes.

When the child got up to do so, she 
said Rondo ripped the video game con-
sole out of the wall, went downstairs, 
smashed a teacup plate, knocked over 
several water bottles and began yell-
ing and cursing. According to the EPO, 
Rondo then went outside and knocked 
over the trash cans, stomped on the land-

scaping lights and drove his car onto the 
lawn.

When the woman confronted Ron-
do, the EPO continued, he said, “You’re 
dead.” After briefly leaving the house, 
Rondo came back and beat on a window 
with a gun. The woman said in the EPO 
that the player was yelling at the kids, 
asking them why they were scared of 
him while he had a gun in his hand.

The woman called former interim 
Louisville Metro Police chief Yvette 
Gentry, who eventually arrived at the 
house. However, the woman said Ron-
do wouldn’t allow Gentry inside. The 
woman said she locked herself in the 
house with the kids, and Gentry eventu-
ally told her Rondo had left and she had 
his gun.

Two days after the alleged incident 
occurred, a judge granted the woman 
the protective order. The judge ordered 

Rondo not to communicate and to stay 
at least 500 feet away from her.

Rondo played 39 games last season 
between the Cavaliers and Los Angeles 
Lakers. He has played with eight other 
NBA clubs, including the Boston Celtics 
from 2006-14 after being drafted 21st 
overall in 2006.

AP – A group fighting 
homophobia in soccer has 
called on the French league 
and Paris Saint-Germain to 
ask player Idrissa Gueye 
for an explanation after he 
missed a game last week 
amid reports that he refused 
to play because he did not 
want to wear a rainbow-col-
ored number on the back of 
his jersey.

The Senegal midfield-
er travelled with his team-
mates to Montpellier last 
weekend for Saturday’s 
French league game in the 
southern city but did not 
play, with PSG coach Mau-
ricio Pochettino citing “per-
sonal reasons” to justify his 
absence on the field.

For the second consec-
utive season, profession-
al clubs in the country had 

been invited to label their 
players’ shirts with colored 
numbers using the rain-
bow flag, the symbol of the 
LGBTQ movement.

According to a person 
with direct knowledge of 

the incident, Gueye did not 
play because he did not 
want to wear a rainbow-col-
ored number on the back of 
his shirt. The person spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because the player has not 

yet commented publicly on 
the incident.

French radio RMC first 
reported on the reasons why 
Gueye skipped the match.

The Rouge Direct group 
said in a message posted on 
Twitter that PSG and the 
league should not exclude 
the possibility of sanction-
ing Gueye.

Homophobic chants, of-
ten heard at French league 
matches, have been tolerat-
ed for a long time by many 
club officials, and soccer 
authorities have struggled 
to find the appropriate ways 
of tackling the issue. The 
French league, however, 
launched an action plan 
three years ago allowing 
spectators to report sexist, 
homophobic or racist inci-
dents they witness.

Cleveland Cavaliers’ Rajon Rondo (1) 
plays against the San Antonio Spurs 
during the first half of an NBA basket-
ball game, Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022, in 
Cleveland.  (AP Photo/Ron Schwane, File)

Woman files for protective order against Cavs’ Rajon Rondo

Marseille’s Matteo Guendouzi, left, duels for the ball with PSG’s 
Idrissa Gueye during the League One soccer match between 
Paris Saint Germain and Marseille, at the Parc des Princes sta-
dium, in Paris, France, Sunday, April 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Fran-
cois Mori)

PSG player criticised for missing anti-homophobia day game
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For the second time this year, Free-
town and Police will clash in a final of 
the 2022 Antigua Commercial Bank 
(ACB) Caribbean Parish League.

Both teams recorded commanding 
victories in the semi-finals over the 
weekend to advance to the final of the 
Sir Richie Richardson Limited Overs 
Competition.

After Police beat Mahico by 9 
wickets in the first semi-final at the 
Police Recreation Grounds on Sat-
urday, Freetown crushed neighbours 
Newfield by 214 runs in the second 
encounter at Freetown on Sunday.

Leg-spinner, Lynton Africa, 
snapped up 3 wickets for 8 runs and 
off-spinner Damon Valentine grabbed 
2 wickets for 6 runs as Mahico were 
bowled out for just 100 runs in 27.3 
overs.

Stephen Fane top scored with 30 
and Omali Heyliger contributed 26.

Valentine then starred with the bat 
as he hammered a quick-fire unbeaten 
56 to propel Police to victory at 103 
for the loss of 1 wicket in 11 overs. 
Jeron Jones chipped in with 23 and 

Malique Gerald was not out on 15.
Inspired by a century by mid-

dle-order batsman Austin Richards 
Jr., Freetown recovered from a dismal 
start to post 237 for 5 off 31 overs.

Richards slammed 112 not out and 
shared an unbroken fifth wicket part-
nership of 203 runs with Yanique Wat-
ley, who cracked 59 not out.

The pair staged their double cen-
tury rescue act after coming together 
with Freetown reeling on 34 for 5. 
Medium pacer Azim Panlall bagged 2 
for 29 in 7 overs and Almond Peters 
claimed 2 for 51 in his 7 overs.

In reply, Newfield were bundled 
out for just 23 runs in 12 overs, with 
Kareem Richards and Clever Martin 
grabbing five wicket hauls.

Kareem Richards captured 5 wick-
ets for just 5 runs in 6 overs and Mar-
tin snapped up 5 wickets for 18 runs 
in his 6 overs.

Freetown will be seeking revenge 
and hand Police their first defeat of the 
season this weekend when both teams 
clash in the final of the Richie Rich-
ardson one day contest at the Police 

Recreation Grounds (PRG) on Satur-
day, 21st May.

Police, who have not lost a match 
this season, defeated Freetown by 6 
wickets in the final to win the ACB 
Caribbean Dave Joseph Limited 
Overs Competition at the PRG on 9th 
April.

West Indies Women’s 
captain Stafanie Taylor 
played a key role in guiding 
Tornadoes to the Fairbreak 
Global Invitational title, as 
they beat Falcons in Sun-
day’s final at Dubai Interna-
tional Stadium. 

The level-headed right-
hander stroked an unbeaten 
34 off 30 balls as Torna-
does chased down a target 
of 152 with five balls to 
spare. New Zealand opener 
Sophie Devine top-scored 

with 51 from 35 balls while 
her Dutch team-mate Sterre 
Kalis punched 44 from 41 
balls.

Taylor, the Tornadoes 
skipper, had earlier sent 
down four controlled overs 
of off-spin to help restrict 
Falcons to 151-4 from their 
20 overs after they were 
sent in. 

The innings was going 
nowhere at 59-4 in the 10th 
over before South Africa 

Former national batsman Austin Richards 
Jr. slammed an unbeaten century to lead 
Freetown to a crushing victory over New-
field at Freetown on Sunday, 15th May, 
2022. (Photo courtesy ACB Caribbean 
Parish League)

Freetown and Police to 
clash in another final 

Women on fire! Taylor takes the title while 
Dottin hits ton in Fairbreak Tournament

cont’d on pg 23
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Coach Lyndon “Loudah” 
Lawrence has commended 
the faculty and staff of the 
Five Islands Primary School 
for the support they gave 
to him as he prepared the 
school’s team for this year’s 
football competition.

Coaches employed by 
the Ministry of Sports who 
are attached to schools are 
often hampered by limited 
contact time with students 
during regular school hours. 
However, Lawrence said he 
is heartened by the support 
he was given by the staff at 
Five Islands Primary, as he 
conducted football training 
sessions with the students.

“At Five Islands, I have 
gotten great support. One 
thing I can say, as the foot-
ball coach, I have gotten the 
support of the principal, the 
teachers and all the staff at 
the school. They all interact 
with me about the football 
programme at the school,” 
Lawrence stated.

“We as coaches have 
limited time to work with 
the students who play, but 
the teachers work along with 
me and made sure that I get 
some quality time with the 
players and I appreciate that.

“Going forward, I think I 

will try to get even a little bit 
more time to coach the play-
ers. Usually, we only work 
with the primary schools 
during the second term of 
the school year, but I will be 
trying to get some more time 
to work along with them.

“I need some more time 
to work with them to help 
them to develop a lot better. 
This will help the primary 
school competition to be a 
lot more competitive and 
even more interesting for 
people to come and watch.”

The Primary Schools’ 
Cup resumed this year for 

the first time since the start 
of the pandemic.

Five Islands captured 
the runner-up position in the 
tournament after a 3-1 loss in 
the final on 6th May against 
defending champions Gold-
en Grove, who retained the 
title they last won in 2019.

Lawrence said Five Is-
lands had defensive laps-
es throughout this year’s 
tournament, but he was im-
pressed with the team’s resil-
ience.

“Throughout the tourna-
ment, we lapsed defensively.  
Most of the goals that were 

scored against us are usual-
ly our fault, but their resil-
ience and the never give up 
attitude that they have, I will 
give them an eight out of 10 
for their overall performance 
throughout the tournament,” 
Lawrence said.

“During recent years, 
Five Islands have been able 
to reach at least the semi-fi-
nals and I am hoping that we 
will continue that trend in 
the next competition.

“It was really nice to 
see quite a number of peo-
ple coming out to watch 
the games, especially in the 
semi-finals and final. I am 
hoping that the crowds will 
continue to come out during 
the secondary schools’ com-
petitions.”

The secondary schools’ 
football tournament will re-
turn in the next school year, 
which starts this September.

Coach Lyndon ’Loudah’ Lawrence, right, and the Five Islands Primary School team during the 
presentation ceremony of the Primary Schools’ Cup at Golden Grove on 6th May, 2022. (Photo 
by Elwin Francis)

Lyndon Lawrence commends Five 
Islands Primary School faculty

right-hander Marizanne Kapp arrived at 
six to lash a pulsating 67 from 32 balls, in-
cluding half-dozen fours and two of sixes.

In the third place play-off West Indies 
allrounder Deandra Dottin hit a dashing 
century. 

The powerful opener made 111 off 53 

balls with nine sixes as the Barmy Army 
Team scored 183-6 off their 20 overs. They 
were however outplayed by Spirit Women 
who replied with 183-4 off 18.5 overs. 

Sophia Dunkley was the leading batter 
with a match-winning 123 not out off 73 
balls, which included 18 fours and three 
sixes.

cont’d from pg 22
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Cyclists will return to 
competition when the An-
tigua and Barbuda Cycling 
Federation (ABCF) stages 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Workers’ Union Invitational 
Race on Sunday, 29th May.

The return to competi-
tive racing is welcomed, es-
pecially after the Southern 
Loop Race that was slated 
to take place last Sunday 
was cancelled.

President of the ABCF, 
St. Clair Williams, said the 
Southern Loop Race was 
cancelled as a mark of re-
spect by the national cy-
cling fraternity, after four 
cyclists were struck by a ve-
hicle while riding on the Sir 
George H. Walter Highway 
on the morning of Sunday, 
8th May.

“The Southern Loop 
Race was supposed to have 
been the latest race on our 
calendar. That race was 
slated to be held on Sun-
day, 15th May, and that was 
a race that was being put 
on by the Wadadli Cycling 
Academy.

“As a result of the 
events that unfolded on 
Sunday, 8th May, where we 
had this horrific accident in-
volving four of our national 
cyclists, out of courtesy and 
out of respect, we decided 
to cancel that race,” Wil-

liams said.
Sean Weathered of 

Team Terminix, Tiziano 
Rosignoli of Road Runners 
Cycling Club, Ghere Coates 
of Wadadli Cycling Acade-
my and Andre Simon of An-
dre Simon Cycling Acad-
emy were the four cyclists 
injured in the collision. 

Weathered and Ros-
ignoli were treated at the 
Lester Bird Medical Centre 
and released from hospital 
the same day. 

Coates’ injuries required 
further attention and he was 
kept under observation in 
hospital overnight then sub-
sequently discharged.

However, due to the ex-
tent of his injuries, Simon 
was placed in a medically 
induced coma and remains 
in hospital for treatment. He 
is expected to face a long 
road to recovery.

Meanwhile, Williams 
said cyclists from Anguilla, 
Dominica and St. Maarten 
have expressed an interest 
in travelling here to com-
pete later this month.

“The next race on our 
calendar will be on the 
29th May and that will be 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Workers’ Union Invitational 
Race. That race is on sched-
ule to go ahead and we are 

looking forward to seeing 
the entire cycling fraternity 
coming out and supporting 
that race.

“We also have sched-
uled to come to Antigua, 
cyclists from at least three 
other countries, so we are 
certainly looking forward 
for that race to happen,” 
Williams said.

The last race hosted 
by the Antigua and Barbu-
da Cycling Federation was 
the 22.2-mile Palm Sunday 
Road Race from the Sir 
Vivian Richards Stadium to 
St. James’ Club & Villas in 
Mamora Bay and back on 
10th April.

Cyclists converge at the starting point of the Palm Sunday Road Race at the Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium on 10th April, 2022. (Photo courtesy ABCF)

Cyclists to return to competitive 
racing later this month


