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Local News

Some ABS workers who 
apparently planned to stage 
a surprise Easter weekend 
strike had the proverbial 
‘spoke put in their wheel’ af-
ter they were reminded that 
any further industrial action 
could lead to the arrest of 
those who participate.

The only question, how-
ever, is did Attorney Gener-
al Steadroy Benjamin real-
ly order the arrest of ABS 
workers who strike? Or was 
that story fabricated by dis-
gruntled staff?

ABS’ employees have 
been locked in confrontation 
with the government over 
demands for the payment of 
overtime, which the workers 
claim is in the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.

On 30th March, ABS 
workers downed tools and 
took to the streets in protest, 
after their claim against the 
government in the Indus-
trial Court ended abruptly, 
when the government filed 
an appeal challenging the 
Industrial Court’s decision 
to strike down a motion call-
ing for the panel hearing the 
matter to be removed fol-
lowing claims of bias.

The strike was short 

lived, however as Attorney 
General Steadroy Benjamin 
reminded the protesters, 
who as employees of ABS 
are considered essential 
workers, that under the Es-
sential Services Act (2008), 
Section Four, Sub-sections 
one and two, “No industrial 
action shall commence, or 
if commenced, shall be dis-
continued in a trade dispute 
in an essential service, un-
less it is subject to an order 
issued in sub-section two.”

A brief meeting between 
the government, represented 
by Labour Minister Steadroy 
Benjamin, the ABS work-
ers’ bargaining agent, AT&-
LU and their shop steward, 
Kerrio Adams, on 4th April, 
which was meant to signal 
the start of negotiations to 
resolve the stand-off, ended 
with allegations that the AG 
issued a warning that ABS 
employees who take further 
industrial action would be 
arrested.

There were promis-
es that further discussion 
would be held that week. 
Following the meeting, Ad-
ams reported that the ABS 
workers would adopt a 
“wait and see” approach, as 

talks with the government 
continued.

On Thursday however, 
in a widely circulated voice 
note, a male ABS employee 
believed to be shop stew-
ard Adams informed staff, 
who seem to have been set 
to withhold their services 
over the Easter weekend, 
that AT&LU industrial re-
lations officer, Ralph Potter, 
cautioned them that anyone 
scheduled to work over the 
holiday weekend who par-
ticipates in industrial action 
will be arrested.

The ABS worker, who 
said he was prepared to go 

to “St. John’s Police Sta-
tion and eat some bread and 
cheese”, continued that he 
“had no fear of being arrest-
ed for what is mine”.

He went on to suggest 
that his colleagues should 
“stand in solidarity”, “bite 
the bullet”, “stand up for 
what is right and what is 
yours” and “let the chips 
drop where they lie”.

But late Thursday eve-
ning, information received 
by Pointe Xpress from reli-
able sources indicates that 
AG Benjamin never issued 
a threat to the ABS staff.

According to the source, 
as the government’s chief 
legal advisor, the labour 
minister has only advised 
the ABS workers’ union 
representatives of the law 
as it pertains to industrial 
action by persons employed 
as essential service provid-
ers, and the possible con-
sequences if these laws are 
broken.

ABS workers’ plan for stealthy Easter strike thwarted

STRIKESTRIKE
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Local News
Less than two months before the 

official start of the 2022 Atlantic hurri-
cane season, Climatologist Dale Destin 
is predicting an active season.

His forecast predicts 21 named 
storms and 9 hurricanes, 4 of which will 
become major storms.

“Recall that the accumulated cy-
clone energy index (ACE) is the univer-
sally accepted metric used to classify the 
overall activity of a hurricane season. 
The ACE forecast for this year is 182, 30 
above the threshold for an active season, 
based on 1991-2020 data.

“A super hyperactive season is also 
possible. There is a 36 percent chance of 
the ACE exceeding 223. Further, there 
is a 49 percent chance of more than 19 
named storms; 30 percent chance of 
more than 11 hurricanes and 29 per-
cent chance of more than 6 major hurri-
canes,” the acting director of the Antigua 
and Barbuda Meteorological Office said.

If his prediction is accurate, the 2022 

season will become the “third most ac-
tive since 2017, in terms of ACE, and 
tied with 1998 for the 10th most active 
on record dating back to 1851. It would 
also tie 2021 for the third highest num-
ber of named storms”.

While predictions from experts will 
vary, Destin is advising the public to be-
gin preparations ahead of the 1st June 
start of the hurricane season.

“According to other forecasts sur-
veyed, the consensus is for an ACE of 
161, 19 named storms, 8 hurricanes 
and 4 major hurricanes, a busy and ac-
tive season. This is generally consistent 
with my forecast but with a notable 21 
less ACE. However, regardless of the 
forecast, you should always be well pre-
pared each season, as it only takes one 
hurricane to ruin your year and or life.

“The main reason for the above 
normal forecasts is the current La Niña, 
which should last into the first half of 
the hurricane season and maintain fa-
vourable conditions for tropical cyclone 
formation even beyond August, into the 
peak of the hurricane season,” said Des-
tin.

He cautions that while the official 
Atlantic hurricane season has standard 
start and end dates, it is not unheard of 
for hurricanes to develop before June or 
past the 30th November end of the sea-
son.

Active hurricane season predicted

Director (Ag) of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Meteorological Service
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The prestigious World 
Travel Awards, now in its 
29th year celebrates ex-
cellence in all areas of the 
global travel and tourism 
industry.  

Antigua and Barbu-
da has been recognised as 
a leading destination with 
nominations across various 
categories including - Ca-
ribbean’s Leading Beach 
Destination, Caribbean’s 
Most Romantic Destination 
and Caribbean’s Leading 
Honeymoon Destination. 

The destination has pre-
viously celebrated award 

wins for the Caribbean’s 
Most Romantic Destina-
tion in 2015, 2016, 2017 
and 2018. 

The Antigua and Barbu-
da Tourism Authority, the 
statutory body responsible 
for destination marketing, 
has also received a nomina-
tion for Caribbean’s Lead-
ing Tourist Board.  

Minister of Tourism and 
Investment, Charles ‘Max’ 
Fernandez remarked, 
“These nominations are a 
testament to the level of 
work and commitment dis-
played by the Tourism Au-

thority and the Ministry of 
Tourism in our relentless 
effort to maintain Antigua 
and Barbuda as a premier 
destination, more so com-

ing out of a near two-year 
pandemic. With continued 
strategic marketing, I fore-
see many more nominations 

Three men have had their kidnap-
ping charges upgraded to murder in con-
nection with the death of Arthur James, 
whose burnt body was discovered in the 
trunk of a car last year.

Police say they have charged broth-
ers Zamir and Obasic O’garro, along 
with Uroy Joseph, all of Liberta, with 
committing the crime.

Last October, Arthur James’s family 
filed a missing person report at Freetown 
Police Station when he failed to return 
home. The police commenced investi-
gations into the matter, and in Novem-
ber, the three accused were arrested and 
charged with James’ alleged kidnapping.

They were taken before the court 
where they were remanded to Her Maj-
esty’s Prison. However, with the excep-
tion of Joseph, both Zamir and Obasic 
O’garro were able to make bail.

James’ body was discovered in his 

burnt car in Willoughby Bay area on 
30th October, 2021.

While the body could not be im-
mediately identified, samples were sent 
overseas for forensic testing.

With charges now laid, it is now 
confirmed that the results of the DNA 
tests conducted positively identified the 
body as that of Arthur James.

Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Everton Jeffers, who is acting in the ab-
sence of Commissioner Atlee Rodney, 
said he is pleased with the progress that 
has been made in the investigation.

He pointed out that the probe had 
numerous complexities that required 
patience, as well as diligent and profes-
sional police work to bring it to the stage 
where further charges have been laid.

DCP Jeffers acknowledged the criti-
cal role played by the FBI Forensic Lab 
and the support of the Government of 
Antigua and Barbuda in the investiga-
tion. He commended the team of investi-
gators for their hard work, and commit-
ment and also thanked James’s family 
for their patience.

Three people have been charged with the 
October 2021 homicide of Arthur James

Trio charged with murder 
after burnt body identified

A&B nominated for several 
2022 World Travel Awards

cont’d on pg 5
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and awards coming our way 
as we expand and explore 
the vastness of the tourism 
industry which is so vital to 
our economy.” 

Several of Antigua and 
Barbuda’s hospitality and 
tourism service providers 
have also been nominat-
ed for the 2022 Caribbe-
an awards. Those award 
nominations are within the 
categories of: Caribbean’s 
Leading Boutique Hotel, 
Caribbean’s Leading Resort, 
Caribbean’s Leading Desti-
nation Management Com-
pany, Caribbean’s Leading 
Airport, Caribbean’s  Lead-
ing Airport Lounge, Carib-
bean’s Leading Tour Oper-
ators, Caribbean’s Leading 
Adventure Tourist Attrac-
tion, Caribbean’s Leading 
All-inclusive Family Re-
sort, Caribbean’s Leading 
Green Resort, Caribbean’s 

Leading Luxury All Suite 
Resorts, Caribbean’s Lead-
ing Luxury All-Inclusive 
Resorts, Caribbean’s Lead-
ing Luxury Resort, Caribbe-
an’s Leading Resort, Carib-
bean’s Leading Villa Resort 
and Caribbean’s Most Ro-
mantic Resort. 

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority in-
vites the general public to 
vote for Antigua and Bar-
buda in the 29th World 
Travel Awards. Voting 
for the twin-isle nation can 
be done on worldtravela-
wards.com at the link www.

worldtravelawards.com/
nominees/2022/caribbe-
an. Voting ends on May 3 
2022. 

This year’s World Travel 
Awards Caribbean & North 
America Gala Ceremony 
will be hosted in Jamaica on 
June 14, 2022.  

Local News
High Court Judge Stanley John has 

ordered three people to compensate an 
elderly woman thousands of dollars 
after they defrauded her approximate-
ly five years ago.

Prosecutors say Cherylline Mullin, 
Lornette Henry and Baronet Warner 
conspired to deceive and defraud the 
72-year-old woman of $64,110.

The trio obtained the money from 
the victim over a period of a month al-
leging that it was bail money to help 
Henry and a friend.

Reports are that Henry, the vic-
tim’s cousin, pretended that she and 
another individual had been arrested 
by the police in the summer of 2017 
and needed help securing bail.

It is believed that Henry gave her 
co-conspirators the victim’s number 

and Mullin, claiming to be a police 
officer, reached out to her with the 
concocted story about the need for bail 
money.

The pensioner reportedly handed 
over the money to the fraudsters in the 
form of cheques and cash drawn from 
a joint bank account shared with her 
husband. 

Reports indicate that so moved by 
the appeal for help, the victim even 

borrowed money so that her cousin, 
Lornette Henry, would be spared jail 
time. 

At the end of the trial of Cheryl-
line Mullin and Lornette Henry on 
12th April, 2022, the duo, was found 
guilty of committing the offence.

Baronet Warner pleaded guilty and 
avoided trial.

The three have been ordered by 
Justice John to repay the woman 
$21,000 by 30th June, 2022, or in de-
fault face three years in prison.

Additionally, Cherylline Mullin 
and Lornette Henry must each pay a 
$7,500 fine within 14 days, or be im-
prisoned for nine months.

Warner, was fined $2,500 which 
must be paid in 14 days. In default, he 
will serve three months in prison.

Three fined for defrauding pensioner

The Management and Staff of Pointe Xpress 
would like to extend wishes for a blessed Easter 
to our countless avid readers.  As you enjoy the 
holidays with family and friends, we encourage 
you to do so safely. Pointe Xpress will break for 
the Easter holidays. Our next issue will be pub-

lished on Tuesday 19th April, 2022. 
Happy Easter to everyone! 

cont’d from pg 4
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By Sir Ronald Sanders 
(The writer is Antigua 

and Barbuda’s Ambassador 
to the United States of Amer-
ica and the Organization 
of American States.   He is 
also a Senior Fellow at the 
Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies, University of Lon-
don and Massey College in 
the University of Toronto). 

In the words of UN Sec-
retary-General, Antonio Gu-
terres, the war on Ukraine 
by Russia “is fast becoming 
a matter of life and death for 
vulnerable people around 
the world”. 

His comment is strongly 
supported by a UN report, 
published on 13 April and 
entitled, “Global Impact 
of war in Ukraine on food, 
energy and finance sys-
tems”.   Its findings make 
grim reading and should 
fully dispel all the opinions 
that Russian aggression 
against Ukraine is a “white 
peoples’ war” or that it does 
not affect regions as distant 
as the Caribbean. 

Here’s what the report 
finds in summary: The war 
in Ukraine,  is producing 
alarming cascading effects 
to a world economy already 
battered by COVID-19 
and climate change, with 
particularly dramatic im-
pacts on developing coun-
tries.  Commodity prices are 
reaching record highs across 
the board. On April 8, the 
Food and Agriculture Orga-

nization (FAO) stated that 
food prices are 34% high-
er than this time last year 
and have never been this 
high since the FAO started 
recording them.  Crude oil 
prices have increased by 
around 60%, and gas and 
fertilizer prices have more 
than doubled. The world’s 
poorest countries tend to be 
net food importers and ex-
port and import measures 
on trade can further exac-
erbate rising food prices. At 
current price levels, FAO 
estimates increases in un-
dernourishment and food 
insecurity. 

Therefore, as the UN 
Secretary-General has aptly 
put it, “the war has launched 
a silent assault on the devel-
oping world”.  The Carib-
bean is not excluded from 
this assault.  And while Be-
lize and Guyana might be 
excluded, to some extent, 
from CARICOM countries 
that will experience food 
shortages and high prices 
for food imports, no other 
CARICOM country will be 
spared the undernourish-
ment and food insecurity 
that will ensue.  

But Guyana and Be-
lize will suffer from wheat 
shortages because Russia 
and Ukraine provide around 
30 per cent of the world’s 
wheat and barley, one fifth 
of its maize, and over half of 
its sunflower oil.  Also, to-
gether, Russia and Ukraine 

account for a fifth of the 
world’s fertilizers which 
are now either not being 
produced or are not being 
exported.  Consequently, 
the agriculture sector in all 
CARICOM countries, in-
cluding Guyana and Belize 
will decline. 

Ordinarily, countries in 
the Caribbean would look to 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank (WB) to assist with the 
grave financial challenges 
that will, undoubtedly, flow 
from this deeply troubling 
situation – the full impact of 
which has not yet been felt 
and is, perhaps, clouding 
popular perception of the 
clear dangers that are now 
on the region’s doorstep.   

However, to help coun-
tries in the Caribbean cope 
with the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the 
WB and the IMF extend-
ed special mechanisms for 
lending to low and mid-
dle-income countries.  Ex-
cept for Antigua and Barbu-
da and St Kitts and Nevis, 
the two institutions also 
provided credit to high-in-
come countries such as Bar-
bados and the Bahamas.   In 
August 2021, the IMF also 
expanded the allocation of 
Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) equivalent to $650 
billion to boost liquidi-
ty and reserves around the 
world. About $275 billion 
of that $650 billion went to 
emerging and developing 
countries, and low-income 
countries received about 
$21 billion.   

The credit that was ex-
tended, while immediately 

Guest Editorial
Developing countries also 

victims of Ukraine war  

Sir Ronald Sanders

cont’d on pg 7
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Guest Editorial
helpful to the recipient countries that 
were confronted with a decline in in-
come from COVID’s effects on their 
economies and increased expenditure, 
particularly in health and support for 
the poor and unemployed, means that 
the majority of CARICOM countries 
are now facing the limits of their bor-
rowing capacity.  

 It will be difficult – if not impos-
sible – for them to find the increased 
resources needed to pay for skyrock-
eting oil prices and food.  Further, the 
IMF has gone as far as it can go in 
expanding allocation of SDR’s to in-
crease liquidity and reserves. 

The IMF and WB, whose Spring 
Meetings with world governments 
are now in session, have announced 
no new avenues of assistance.  Thus, 
they are telling Caribbean countries 
that “the increased financing needs of 
the Caribbean region will lead to even 
higher debt levels, which for some 
were in excess of 100% of GDP prior 
to the COVID-19 pandemic”.  

They have also indicated that di-
versification of small economies is 
very difficult.   This means that reli-
ance on industries such as tourism and 
one-crop agriculture – both of which 
are vulnerable to extreme Climate 
Change events will continue. 

So far, however, the IMF and WB 
have not produced any new means to 
increase liquidity and fiscal space, so 
that governments in developing coun-
tries can invest in the poorest and most 
vulnerable.   

The countries that control the WB 
and IMF – the United States, Germa-
ny, France, China and Canada among 
them – should step up with the means 
for small economies to provide for 
their people.   

After all, even in this crisis, as is 
Climate Change and the COVID-19 
pandemic, small countries were the 
least contributors but the biggest vic-
tims – as they are of an unjust interna-

tional financial system. 
Against this background, it should 

also be clear that Russia’s aggression 
against Ukraine is a humanitarian di-
saster for that country but a dagger at 
the heart of developing countries, es-
pecially small economies.  Up to 1.7 
billion people – over one-fifth of hu-
manity – are being cast into poverty, 
destitution and hunger on a scale not 
seen in decades. 

Apart from the fact that Russia’s 
military aggression against Ukraine is 
a violation of international law that has 
weakened the system and left small 
nations bereft of the only meaningful 
protection that they had, the economic 

consequences are also now battering 
small countries disproportionately.   

This is why Russia must be sent 
the clear message by all the world that 
nothing justifies its violation of inter-
national law, including international 
humanitarian law and the disregard to 
the rules of war that have killed thou-
sands of civilians including children, 
and put the world’s economies in jeop-
ardy. 

The war must end, and global peace 
and security restored by all.  Small 
economies must raise their hands for 
this cause. 

Responses and previous commen-
taries: www.sirronaldsanders.com 

cont’d from pg 6
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At the start of the coronavirus pan-
demic in March 2020, the world was in 
a much different place than it is today. 

It is fair to say that everyone was 
scared, confronted with the reality of a 
highly contagious disease that spread 
through the air and which could be dead-
ly.

Mass hysteria took hold everywhere. 
One after another, countries closed their 
borders, companies brought their opera-
tions to a close, and people retreated to 
their homes in fear of even the most ca-
sual of human contact.

Here in Antigua and Barbuda, the 
government announced that the coun-
try would go into lockdown with a five-
hour window for essentials such as food, 
water and medicine. 

COVID-19’s arrival at the end of 
March 2020 came as a severe shock, 
particularly as church services were sus-
pended and with Easter, Christianity’s 
holiest holiday, just around the corner.

In Antigua and Barbuda, as is the 
case with many other faithfuls in the 
Christian community, there are ingrained 
traditions and practices associated with 
the Easter season. 

These include marches with palms 
on Palm Sunday, to re-enactments of the 
crucifixion and visits to the gravesites 
of loved ones early on Easter Sunday 
morning.

The lockdown ended all of this. 
There was a sense of unease among the 
devout as they pondered the question: 
“What is going to happen to our Easter 
traditions?”

Recognising that the exigencies of 
the pandemic lockdown would not al-
low for ‘normal’ Easter celebrations, 
we at Pointe Express thought it was our 
duty to play a role in assuaging the per-
vasive fears of those in our community. 
We felt that the inability to congregate 
due to the restrictions ought not also im-
pact our ability to worship and observe 
long held traditions. 

Therefore, we invited leaders in the 
Christian community to pen messages 
to their congregations, and the nation, 
which we would publish in our newspa-
per in the hope of making up for the lack 
of corporate worship.

To our delight, many church leaders 
responded to our request and the Pointe 
Xpress Good Friday Special Edition 
2020, the first of its kind, was published 
and was very well received. 

The publication also marked a transi-
tion for Pointe Xpress as we transitioned 
from a physical to electronic copy; a 
move which has become permanent.

Another well received Good Friday 
Special followed in 2021.

So in 2022, as we embrace the reality 
that societies must contend with coping 
with COVID-19 for the foreseeable fu-

ture and finding normalcy in the chaos, 
Pointe Xpress is exceedingly pleased, 
for the third year, to continue our Good 
Friday Special tradition. 

While the arrival of vaccines have 
helped, societies and economies have 
reopened and restrictions continue to be 
relaxed, the COVID-19 virus has shown 
remarkable adaptability as it continues 
to morph into new variants.

Our hope is that the Easter messag-
es this year will bring hope and peace to 
us all as we mark the third Easter in the 
midst of a pandemic. 

We at Pointe Xpress wish to express 
our sincere gratitude to the Antiguan 
and Barbudan church leaders who have 
again helped us to make the Easter Spe-
cial possible through their contributions.

Happy Easter to all!

Easter Messages
An Easter to truly give thanks for
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Easter Messages

Romans 6:8-10
8 Now if we died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 For we know that since Christ 
was raised from the dead, he cannot 
die again; death no longer has mas-
tery over him. 10 The death he died, he 
died to sin once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God.

From the time that we are born 
we face death. And it is not just a risk 
of life, even before we have finished 
growing, our bodies begin to decay. 
We face every kind of disease, the 
weakening of our strength through di-
abetes, high blood pressure, cancers, 
arthritis, our strength decline, and our 
bones and joints fail, our eyes dim 
along with a myriad of other attacks 
on our human life. 

The Apostle Paul reveals an es-
sential truth about Christ's physical 
death on the cross, as well as His res-
urrection from death by God's power. 
He emphatically declares that Christ's 
death was a one-time victory over 
death for all men. Jesus Christ will 
never die again. 

God defeated death and Christ left 
behind the grave, and death can nev-
er hold Him again. Paul wrote in the 
previous chapter that Adam's sin intro-
duced sin and death into the world. In 
truth, death reigned over all who came 
from Adam. Death had dominion, or 
authority, over humanity. Every per-
son will submit to it eventually.

Christ, too, submitted to death 
on the cross, but He was resurrected, 
death no longer had any power over 
Him (Acts 2:24; Acts 13:30). The res-
urrection set Christ free from the au-
thority of death. In the same way, we 
who are "dead" to sin through faith in 
Christ are no longer forced to submit 
to sin. Further, this separation from 

the power of sin is permanent; death 
can never again reign over the life of 
a believer. This does not mean we are 
incapable of sin (1 John 1:9–10), but it 
does mean we should never be dom-
inated by sin (1 Corinthians 10:13), 
and those who have been saved will 
not live in constant sinfulness (Gala-
tians 5:19–24; 1 John 3:6–9).

Just as all humans are appointed 
to die once, the Lord Jesus Christ died 
once. He died on a cross, not because 
He deserved to die. He did not die be-
cause He was a sinner. He did not die 
because He had sinned. When Jesus 
died, He died not for Himself but to 
“bear the sins of many.” Hebrews 9:28

The sins of all mankind was laid 
on Him and took them away through 
His agony on the cross, Isa. 53:4-6. He 
took our place and was judged by God 
the Father as our substitute, 1 Cor. 
5:21. 

Now, because of His death, sin-
ners like us can be redeemed from our 
sins, 1 Pet. 1:18-19. We can be washed 
whiter than snow, Isa. 1:18; Rev. 
1:5. We can be saved by grace, Rom. 
10:9, 13. And all of our sins can be 
forgiven, Col. 2:13-14; Psa. 103:12; 1 
John 1:7.

What a amazing thing it will be 
to leave this world through the door 
of death and step into His presence in 
glory. Not because we deserve to be 
there, but because He took our place 
and died to save us. He is an amazing 
Substitute.

The heart of the child of God longs 
to see Jesus Christ, who loved us and 
died to save us. One day that desire 
will be fulfilled, and we will look upon 
His face. On that day, we will stand 
before our God and be accepted by 
Him personally because of what Jesus 
did for us when He died on the cross. 

If you are saved, Jesus is coming 

for you one day. He will take you to 
His heavenly home, to fulfil the prom-
ise of spending eternity in His pres-
ence. He who died once will cause us 
to live twice. 

I hear the Saviour say
Thy strength indeed is small
Child of weakness, watch and pray
Find in Me thine all in all
Jesus paid it all
All to Him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow
Lord, now indeed I find
Thy power and thine alone
Can change the leper's spots
And melt the heart of stone
Jesus paid it all
All to Him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow
And when before the throne
I stand in Him complete
Jesus died my soul to save
My lips shall still repeat
Jesus paid it all 
All to Him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow 
God Bless Antigua and Barbuda. 

Do have a meditative Good Friday and 
a joyous and safe Easter. 

Bishop Nigel N Henry, Barbuda 
Pentecostal Church

He died once

Bishop Nigel N Henry
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Easter Messages

There is an innate re-
sponse that seasoned Chris-
tians most times give when 
they are confronted with 
dark times and situations. 
Decisions are made from 
the surface of our beings 
with little thought to resort 
to the core of who we are 
to address our dark circum-
stances. 

In these indecisive mo-
ments, it appears that we 
forget that in our temple’s 
core resides El Shaddai, the 
powerful and mighty God 
who is more than able to ad-
dress the challenges that we 
face: regardless of if they 
are great or small.

At times we are worry-
ing about the negative out-
comes that may derive from 
the dark experience without 
thinking that they are bless-
ing in disguise. In Job's ac-
count, the declaration was 
that “with moisture, He 
loads the thick cloud; He 
disperses the cloud of His 
lightning.” (Job 37:11). 
While for a moment the 
clouds may appear to block 
out the light, it is the con-
tents of the cloud working 
with the light that will make 
new and fresh experiences. 

If only we can endure 
the extraction of the dark 
challenges we face, we will 
be ushered into a brighter 
place. It is important to note 
that the darkness must run 
its course. At times we hope 
for premature clearances, 
but prematurity comes with 
a cost and at times with 
greater challenges.

Job 37:11 also perpet-
uates the importance of 
darkness remaining in the 
presence of the light. Irre-
spective of the denseness 
of our clouds they are never 
any match for the light they 
are exposed to. 

The verse says that the 
light causes the cloud to 
scatter. As believers, we 
subscribe to Christ being the 
light of the world. In an epis-
tle to the early church John 
said, “This is the message 
we have heard from him and 
declare to you: God is light; 
in him, there is no darkness 
at all.” 1 John 1:5(NIV). 
The notion underscored in 
this message from John is 
for us to remain continual-
ly in the presence of God. 
While in His presence there 
is no room for darkness to 
find permanency in any area 
of our lives. 

At times there may be 
confusion as to how the 
darkness dissipates with-
out any human effort but 
what should be understood 
is that “the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not” (John 
1:5). We may not under-
stand the workings of the 
Lord because of the cloud 
of sin that overshadows our 
lives, but we are encouraged 
to trust Him where we can’t 
trace Him. We must truly 
believe that all things work 
together for good for them 
that love God and are called 
to His purpose (Romans 
8:28). Our purpose should 
be to remain continuously 

in the light.
It is natural that when we 

experience the dark clouds 
of envy, hatred, malice, de-
ceit, mistrust, abuse, and at 
times religious exploitation, 
to name a few; there is a lev-
el of uncomfortableness that 
comes with these impedi-
ments. The reason for this 
is that we were not created 
to experience darkness. Our 
manufacturer stamped us 
with the seal of light that we 
may be a true representation 
of He who created us in His 
image and likeness. 

According to scripture, 
we are all the children of 
light, and the children of 
the day: we are not of the 
night, nor of darkness (1 
Thessalonians 5:5). Hence, 
darkness interferes with the 
organic processes of our 
day-to-day existence in this 
world. Darkness pulls us 
away from our true poten-
tial as we perform our daily 

duties for the Kingdom with 
high levels of mediocra-
cy. John explains, “But if a 
man walks in the night, he 
stumbles because there is no 
light in him (John 11:10). 
Those moments of stum-
bling retard our possible 
accomplishments because 
they are clouded by our sins.

Whenever we are ab-
sent from the presence of 
God, darkness is our place 
of abode. Moses provides 
an account of what we 
will experience in the dark 
place. He said “And you 
shall grope at noonday, as 
the blind grope in darkness, 
and you shall not prosper in 
your ways. And you shall be 
only oppressed and robbed 
continually, and there shall 
be no one to help you (Deu-
teronomy 28:29) (ESV). 
This awareness shared by 
Moses probes for increased 
connectivity with the King 

Staying in the light

Dr. Joseph A. Attzs
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of kings and the Lord of lords. Fail-
ure to heed these instructions mars the 
prosperity of our body, spirit, and soul. 
Too often, when we are in the present 
light, we choose to veil ourselves with 
dark things. It is important to address 
the removal of these coverings that 
hinder our relationship with God and 
by extension the relationship with the 
Church of God. Our aspiration should 
be to honour God in all that we do. 
Staying in the light should be our first 
step in that direction.

As we prepare to celebrate and 
commemorate Resurrection Day it is 
necessary that we remember who the 
Light of the world is. When we think 
of Christ in His nature as a man hang-
ing on the cross of Calvary, facing one 
of the darkest moments in His earthly 
walk we can attest to the gruesome-
ness of His challenges. The human-
ness in Him declared that he wished 
he would not endure the bitter cup as 

the weight of the world rested upon 
His shoulders. According to the scrip-
ture, the sky turned black as he was 
nailed to the tree. All around Christ 
there appeared to be obstacles that 
were intended to dim the light that He 
was. However, he remained purpose-
ful in his assignment.

Christ’s assignment was to ensure 
that everyone had the opportunity to 
find the true light. To truly address the 
needs of His mission he yielded him-
self to the hands of the father. He un-
derstood that when in the presence of 
light, darkness can be overcome. The 
work that he was set out to accomplish 
was a design from the light maker 
Himself. Christ was conscious, just as 
we are in this earthly plain understand-
ing that to remain light, we must be 
plugged into the source: He remained 
plugged into the Father.

The choice is all ours to choose 
light over darkness for we are a pe-
culiar people. “But you are a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 
(ESV). This coming Resurrection Day, 
remember that darkness has already 
been made subject to light. The Light 
has conquered death, the grave, and 
the enemy, and now sits at the right 
hand of the Father. 

Be vigilant and keep watch know-
ing, “The light is among you for a 
little while longer”. Walk while you 
have the light, lest darkness overtakes 
you. The one who walks in the dark-
ness does not know where he is going. 
(John 12:35) (ESV). However, as be-
lievers, we know where we are going 
because we are following the light; al-
though the clouds are dark, a brighter 
day will emerge.

His Eminence Apostle Dr. Joseph 
A. Attzs, Mantle of Christ Interna-
tional Ministries

cont’d from pg 10
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I grew up going to Good 

Friday services. However, 
these services were no dif-
ferent from the others with 
preaching, singing, fellow-
ship, and special items. In re-
flection, I do not think we do 
Good Friday justice by mak-
ing it enjoyable. It is almost 
as though we rush through 
Good Friday to Easter. Good 
Friday and Easter are eter-
nally tethered, but they stand 
alone as different phases of 
the unfolding drama of God’s 
story in the world.

Good Friday is pivotal 
in Holy Week. Good Friday 
is the day that everything 
changed as the ultimate sac-
rifice was made. It is not so 
much that an angry God re-
quired the blood of his son 
for the sin of the world, as it 
was a loving Shepherd/Son 
who laid down his life for his 
sheep/friends. Even though 
Jesus seems to casually say 
that he has the authority to lay 
down his life and take it again 
(John 10:18), it is not that 
simple. As we listen close-
ly to the passion narratives 
including Jesus’s prayers on 
the cross, we hear deep strug-
gle and sorrow, we hear the 
lament of Jesus.

Lament is a major literary 
style in the Bible. To lament 
is to express deep pain and 
sorrow. Those who lament in 
scripture seem to speak of a 
dark night of the soul when 
all hope seems lost and there 
is separation from anything 
good. We get that when Je-
sus cries out to God - My Fa-
ther, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from me; yet not 
what I want but what you 

want (Matthew 26:39b). In 
this same narrative scene, the 
struggle continues and Jesus 
cries out again - My Father, 
if this cannot pass unless I 
drink it, your will be done 
(Matthew 26:42b). In this 
painful lament and struggle, 
we also hear a resolve to do 
the Father’s will. This mo-
ment is pregnant with pain 
and anguish as Jesus senses 
the future.

The lament of Jesus is 
most potent while he is hang-
ing on the cross - My God, 
my God, why have you for-
saken me? (Matthew 27:46c). 
These words are always diffi-
cult for me to read or to listen 
as they seem to come from a 
deep place of sorrow, grief, 
abandonment, pain, terror, 
and disappointment. At this 
moment, Jesus experienced 
something he had never ex-
perienced before. It seems 
that God has broken fellow-
ship with Jesus and left him 
to die a painful, cruel death.

Some Christians have 
suggested that Jesus only 
used these words from Psalm 
22 in the moment, but he did 
not really mean them. This 
might be their attempt to save 
God from looking wicked 
and uncaring or to save Jesus 
from looking weak. The truth 
is, in that moment, Jesus was 
weak and helpless and God 
was hidden from Jesus. As 
Fred Gaiser asks, “Could this 
be true at the cross, that God, 
for the sake of the world, al-
lows Jesus to bear the sins of 
the world? Perhaps only this 
act of full solidarity between 
Jesus and humanity would 
be enough, as Jesus said, “to 

draw all people to myself” 
(John 12:32). In other words, 
Jesus had to bear the full 
weight of the sin of humanity 
in order to pay the price for 
the sin of humanity. There 
was no imitation or perfor-
mance here. This was part of 
the unfolding drama of the 
story of redemption. Jesus 
shared in the physical pain 
and suffering of the world as 
well as the spiritual suffering 
that comes with separation 
from God.

What does this mean for 
people in this time and place? 
I suggest that we intentional-
ly embrace Good Friday for 
the space that it provides for 
lament. Embrace the fact that 
pain and anguish are part of 
the journey through a fallen 
world. 

We need to reject the nar-
rative that pain and sorrow 
are to be shunned at all costs. 
We must learn to endure the 
pain, rejection, abandonment, 
and sorrow that often come 
our way. We learn to embrace 
them by reminding ourselves 
that they do not have the last 
word. People of African de-
scent know the turmoil our 
forebears endured so that we 
could have the lives we have 
today. They endured because 
they looked ahead to a better 

time.
A few years ago, I at-

tended a Good Friday service 
that was like no other. It was 
in the night and the lights 
were dimmed. About twelve 
candles were lit to begin the 
worship service. Texts of 
scripture were read about the 
life of Jesus and hymns were 
sung. After each scripture, 
a candle was extinguished, 
consistently reducing the 
light in the room. After the 
last Scripture was read and 
the last candle extinguished, 
barely leaving any light in 
the room, we all left. There 
was no talking, no invitation 
to return on Sunday, no fel-
lowship. We all left seeking 
to identify with Jesus in his 
suffering. This was their reg-
ular Good Friday service. I 
left the service feeling more 
connected with the Good 
Friday experience of Jesus. I 
also left wondering how that 
service would work in my 
context since all our services 
trend toward excitement to 
encourage attendance.

This Good Friday, no 
matter what the struggle, I 
encourage you to employ 
the principle of the lament – 
speak out the pain, anguish, 
disappointment, fear, and 

Rev Algernon Lewis

Lament with me
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Another Good Friday is upon us and 

to so many it would just be another Good 
Friday or the third one of the pandemic.

I would like to bring some perspec-
tive to the significance of what Good 
Friday represents for us and I would do 
so in two parts.

1. The Message of Good Friday 
could be man’s worst nightmare: when 
this world is over and we have to stand 
before the God of all creation.

We must never forget the very rea-
son for Jesus to leave heaven and come 
to this earth. All of us need to be remind-
ed that will not and cannot violate the 
will of any created being, to include an-
gels.  The very reason why now affected 
this sin riddled world is because Lucifer 
exercised his will and wanted to be like 
the Most High God, according to Isaiah 
14.  In that very moment he and all the 
angels who followed him were cast out 
of heaven.  

Satan was determined that he was 
going to prove that he could get men to 
disobey God and so he was off on his 
mission.  Let it be observed that Satan 
never picked the fruit and gave to Eve 
just spoke to her to exercise her will of 
choosing to obey God or not.  

It so happened that she chose to push 
aside all what God had said to them “But 
of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shall surely 
die.”  The serpent said to her “And the 
serpent said unto the woman, ye shall 
not surely die.” if you eat it.  

When this happened, God released 
His first plan of redemption  for the en-
tire human race according to Gen. 3:15 
“And I will put enmity between thee and 

the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise His heel.” 

This was the statement of God send-
ing His only begotten Son into the world.  
The bruising of His heel was His cruci-
fixion but the crushing of Satan’s head 
was the fact that His crucifixion would 
completely destroy the stronghold of Sa-
tan over humanity and men can be set 
free. 

So it would work out to be man’s 
worst nightmare if God gave His only 
Son to pay the ultimate price to redeem 
us back to God and men did not receive 
it. Only a holy and righteous person 
could meet divine expectations and Je-
sus coming into the world was an act of 
God paying the ultimate price to forgive 
man for sinning against Him.

2. It could work out to be man’s 
greatest joy: the only way that man 
could be reunited back to his God is to 
accept, by faith, the atoning sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ.

Sin has put an enmity between God 
and man and nothing that man could 
ever do to bring him peace with God.  

Man’s sins are a barrier between 
him and God and he could never feel at 
peace with himself.

God is not only a loving God but He 
is a just God and therefore must punish 
sin.  The reality is He doesn’t want to 
punish us but wants to forgive us.

The good news is that once we ac-
knowledge that we are all sinners and 
that Christ died in our place and that if 
we accept what Jesus did on the cross 
then it would cancel our sins before God 
and free us from the penalty of sin.

The penalty of sin is death and eter-

nal separation from God in hell but the 
Good news is that we do not have to die 
without hope.

It is a joy to know that while we are 
living that we are sure that our sins are 
forgiven and we are at peace with our 
God.

It is a joy to know that it doesn’t 
matter how sinful one might be or how 
far one has gone, the message of Good 
Friday is that there is hope in accepting 
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour.  

There is going to be a judgement 
day and the greatest feeling would be to 
be standing there before God knowing 
that you have confessed your sins and 
God has in fact forgiven your sins as you 
accepted what Christ did on the cross on 
that memorable Good Friday.

Do not just see this as another event 
or occasion but rather one that you 
should seek to be connected to God 
through Jesus Christ.  We do not have to 
pay the price but just accept what Jesus 
already paid for us.

Call upon Jesus to wash away your 
sins so you could live a life pleasing to 
God. May God truly bless the nation of 
Antigua and Barbuda and grant to all 
who ask Him, salvation.

Rev. Olson Daniel, Pastor 
Swetes Wesleyan Holiness Church  

The Good Friday Message

Rev. Olson Daniel 

dread that you feel. Bear your 
soul and drain the bitterness. 
It is normal to lament. You 
may speak it to others, but 
your best option is to pour it 
all on Jesus because he has 

been there where you are. Je-
sus knows the pain of rejec-
tion and disconnection. Jesus 
knows what it feels like to 
have his Father hidden from 
view. Jesus knows your pain. 
Jesus also knows that the 

lament of Good Friday even-
tually makes way for the next 
phase of the journey.

As a Christ-follower, I am 
confident that God shows up 
in the midst of the lament of 
our souls and delivers. Not-

withstanding, we must allow 
the full darkness and pain of 
Good Friday so that we can 
fully appreciate the glory of 
the Resurrection morning.

Rev Algernon Lewis of 
the Moravian Church

cont’d from pg 12
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Truly, the past two years have been 
nothing short of ‘challenging’ in so 
many ways! As the pandemic prolonged 
it became more personal as persons we 
knew were tested positive for Covid-19. 
By the grace of God many pulled 
through, some less affected than others. 
There are some who still have lingering 
effects, while others succumbed to the 
virus. Sadly, a number of persons whom 
we knew. 

The pain of a neighbor, friend and 
‘fishing buddy’, who lost his wife to a 
‘crippling illness’ was himself taken 
only a matter of weeks later to Covid-19. 
This eventually came to be the anticipat-
ed cause of his wife’s death also. And the 
pain of families having their loved ones 
buried in a ‘shotgun’ funeral denied the 
dignity of a ‘proper’ burial. The lack of 
personal support of family, friends and 
loved ones, was ‘heart-wrenching’ to 
say the least. This has made the grieving 
process that much more difficult. 

As a Church, we have also been 
deprived of the opportunity of meet-
ing together in-person / face to face for 
the past two years. Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday and the Festival of the Resurrec-
tion (Easter Sunday), high points in the 
Christian calendar, were NOT the same. 
There was the feeling that we missed out 
on something special, even though we 
met virtually for worship. There were 
some persons within the Church Family 
who were left out and not able to join us 
because they were not ‘tech savvy’. We 
seriously MISSED that which we some-
times took for granted! 

We thank God for the Antigua 
Broadcasting Services (ABS) on its 
various platforms, television, Facebook 
and radio, and all other media platforms 
used to share the message and reach out 
to persons in Antigua & Barbuda and 
around the world. Especially those who 
were unable to meet face to face when 
the opportunity arose because of under-
lying conditions. Even with this oppor-

tunity the Presence & Fellowship was 
definitely missing.       

This year was the first since 2019 
that we met face to face on Palm Sun-
day – which was definitely refreshing. 
We look forward to Good Friday when 
we can all sing together; feel the pain 
together; shed a tear together; as we re-
flect and commemorate Jesus’ sacrificial 
death on the cross. We also look forward 
to celebrating the Festival of the Resur-
rection (Easter Sunday) together. 

We give God thanks and praise as we 
‘inch’ our way toward seeing the back 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. As we expe-
rience what I hope is the beginning of 
the end of the pandemic, it is my prayer 
that we will all REMEMBER what we 
have been through these past two years. 
Let us note, cherish and have a greater 
appreciation of the importance of life 
and people. Let us realize that ‘things’ 
are replaceable; ‘people’ are not! Let us 
remember those difficult days that we 
thought we couldn’t pass, and also those 
things that we thought we couldn’t live 
without. Let us dig deep to recognize 
that we have whatever we need within 
us - many of which we take for granted. 
We are stronger than we think! Let us 
also give thanks to God for bringing us 
to this time and place, through his grace 
and mercy. The pandemic has taught us 
many things of which we should be al-
ways mindful – LEST WE FORGET! 
There is a tendency that when there is 
a challenge, many call out to the Lord. 
BUT, when things are good or getting 
better people tend to forget and take 
things for granted! May God give us 
minds to remember! 

Emotions this year are heightened 
with the realization that after two long 
years we will celebrate face to face. Ash 
Wednesday 2022, marked the beginning 
of the Penitential Season of Lent. This 
forty (40) day season of preparation for 
the celebration of the Festival of the Res-
urrection was marked by our usual Ash 

Wednesday Service at Ebenezer from 
12:15pm-12:45pm. Although it went a 
bit over time, it was a special feeling as 
we shared face to face in such a service 
for the first time in two years. This ser-
vice was the first of six (6) held during 
the Lenten Season. This year we shared 
on the theme: “Journey through Lent: 
Discipleship – Walking the Footsteps 
of Jesus!” We shared on the “Walk of 
Self-Emptying,” “Walk of Forgiveness,” 
“Walk of Humility,” “Walk of Faith,” 
“Walk of Truth” and the “Walk of Obe-
dience.” These devotionals helped us to 
focus our thoughts and to seek a closer 
walk with God. These, of course, were 
aided by the practice of the spiritual dis-
ciplines to include fasting, prayer and 
study. While we emptied ourselves of 
that which does not belong in us, we also 
asked God to fill us with the Holy Spirit. 

On Palm Sunday we commemorat-
ed Jesus’ Triumphal entry in Jerusalem. 
It was joyous to lift and wave our palm 
branches in celebration with the multi-
tudes gathered in Jerusalem that first 
Palm Sunday, recounting his dramatic 
presentation of the Prophecy of Zecha-
riah. Jesus’ offer of himself as their King 
was a wonderful spectacle – with much 
pomp and ceremony! Riding on a don-

Rev. Derek C. O. Browne

Reflections on the Lenten Season, Holy Week Reflections on the Lenten Season, Holy Week 
& the Festival of the Resurrection 2022!& the Festival of the Resurrection 2022!
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key made it quite clear that 
Jesus was coming in peace. 
That his kingship was not 
‘ordinary’, and likely, that 
expectations may be differ-
ent. As Jesus was seen then 
as the most popular celebri-
ty, many were anxious to see 
him and to join in the pro-
cession. They were all wav-
ing their palm branches and 
laying out the “Red Carpet”. 
They shouted their “Hosan-
nas!” hailing – Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the High-
est! Theirs was a cry for help. 
A cry to save them from their 
oppressors. At least, expecta-
tions were high! Their long 
awaited Messiah was here! 
BUT, when expectations are 
NOT met, people become 
disappointed! Jesus’ King-
ship was unlike any other, as 
his was based on LOVE! He 
came not for war, as they may 
have expected, but in peace! 

After a busy week, and 
one which ‘ruffled the feath-
ers’ of the authorities, Jesus 
shared the Passover meal 
with his disciples. On this 
occasion, he gave new mean-
ing to the meal. Having giv-
en thanks he broke bread and 
gave it to them saying ‘This is 
my Body’. Similarly, he gave 
thanks for the cup and gave 
it to them saying ‘This is my 
blood of the new Covenant 
poured out for you.’ Having 
indicated that one of them 
will betray him – he went to 
the Garden of Gethsemane 
to face the challenge of the 
cross. However, not before 
teaching them the lesson of 
humility by washing their 
feet and commending to them 
that example that they should 

wash each other’s feet – the 
task designated for the house-
hold slave. He also share 
an important teaching with 
them – more a command, if 
you will. They were to love 
one another as He had loved 
them!    

A night of prayer, as 
Jesus prepared to face the 
Cross, was followed by his 
arrest and a bogus whirlwind 
trial. This was followed by a 
guilty verdict which came out 
of nowhere – no real charge 
against him, no real witness-
es, simply a matter of Jeal-
ousy by the authorities! The 
mockery and abused ensued 
during the night nonstop till 
the morning! What a tragedy! 
These symbols accompanied 
our journey: “Bread & Wine 
– that reminds us of Jesus’ 
body broken and his blood 
shed for you and me”; “A 
towel & Basin – that reminds 
us that Jesus – the King was 
servant of all”; “A money 
Bag – containing 30 pieces of 
silver reminds us that we sold 
Christ for our own ends”; “A 
Crown of Thorns & a Purple 
Robe – reminds us of that 
with which we mocked our 
Savior Jesus”; “A Whip – 
reminds of that with which 
we scourged Christ”; “Palm 
Branches – reminds us of 
our fickleness of how eagerly 
we hailed Jesus with our ho-
sannas but also how eagerly 
we shouted with the crowds 
– Crucify him!”, “Nails – re-
minds of that with which we 
pinned Jesus to the Cross” 

He was given a place 
among criminals on the cross 
and crucified! He suffered 
bitter pain and anguish, and 
died! However, all was not 
lost! He conquered death and 

rose triumphantly from the 
dead. The tragedy of the cross 
of shame was transformed to 
a radiant cross of victory and 
glory, and tells the story of tri-
umph over the grave. “Christ 
is Risen! Hallelujah!” “He 
lives! He lives! Christ Jesus 
lives today! He walks with 
me, and talks with me, along 
life’s narrow way!” 

What a reversal of events! 
What was meant for evil, 
God turned around for good! 
What was a horrible and bad 
Friday became the GOOD 
Friday! Death brought forth 
life!  One can only imagine 
what the celebration will be 

like this year after two years 
absence of our face to face 
worship!    

I take this opportunity to 
wish you a blessed and holy 
season. May Good Friday be 
one of reflection and true soul 
searching as we contemplate 
the sufferings Jesus bore for 
each of us on the cross.  May 
we further celebrate the Fes-
tival of the Resurrection with 
unbridled praise as we share 
together in worship – in per-
son – face to face for this 
most joyous celebration. 

Rev. Derek C. O. Browne, 
Superintendent of the Meth-
odist Church in Antigua             
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By Dearbail Jordan
Tesla boss Elon Musk has 

offered to buy Twitter, saying 
he is the right person to “un-
lock” the social media plat-
form’s “extraordinary poten-
tial”.

In a surprise announce-
ment, Mr Musk said he would 
pay $54.20 a share for Twitter, 
valuing it at about $40bn.

It recently emerged that 
Mr Musk was Twitter’s big-
gest shareholder after he built 
up a large stake in the firm.

He said that if his offer 
was not accepted: “I would 
need to reconsider my position 
as a shareholder”.

Twitter’s share price 
jumped by 5.3% to $48.32 
in early trading, before fall-
ing back to more than $46.20 
later on. A filing with the US 
financial regulator appeared 
to show text and/or voice mes-
sages from Mr Musk to Twit-
ter’s board, showing that he 
had raised the idea at the week-
end that the business should go 
private.

Mr Musk had been invited 
to join the board, but Twitter 
announced on Sunday he had 
decided against it.

In the messages published 
in the filing, Mr Musk said he 
was not “playing the back-and-
forth game” and said of his of-
fer: “It’s a high price and your 
shareholders will love it.”

He said he would have to 
sell his shares if the deal did 
not go through.

“This is not a threat, it’s 
simply not a good investment 
without the changes that need 
to be made,” he added.

Victoria Scholar, head of 
investment at Interactive In-
vestor, said: “This is a deeply 

hostile move from Elon Musk 
who has threatened to ‘recon-
sider’ his 9.2% stake in the 
company if his 100% acquisi-
tion offer is rejected.”

In his filing with the US 
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, Mr Musk said he had 
invested in Twitter because “I 
believe in its potential to be 
the platform for free speech 
around the globe, and I believe 
free speech is a societal imper-
ative for a functioning democ-
racy.

“However, since making 
my investment I now realize 
the company will neither thrive 
nor serve this societal impera-
tive in its current form. Twitter 
needs to be transformed as a 
private company.” He added: 
“Twitter has extraordinary po-
tential. I will unlock it.”

Twitter said its board “will 
carefully review the propos-
al to determine the course of 
action that it believes is in the 
best interest of the company 
and all Twitter stockholders”.

Mr Musk is the world’s 
richest man, according to 
Forbes magazine, with a net 
worth of $219bn mostly due 
to his shareholding in elec-
tric vehicle maker Tesla. He 
also leads the aerospace firm 
SpaceX.

Dan Ives, senior equity re-
search analyst at Wedbush Se-
curities, said Twitter will either 

be forced to accept Mr Musk’s 
bid or find another buyer.

He said: “There will be 
host of questions around fi-
nancing, regulatory, balancing 
Musk’s time (Tesla, SpaceX) 
in the coming days but based 
on this filing it is a now or nev-
er bid for Twitter to accept.

“Ultimately, we believe 
this soap opera will end with 
Musk owning Twitter.”

Rumours have been swirl-
ing for weeks that Elon Musk 
was considering starting his 
own social network, but with 
the news he’d lifted his stake 
in Twitter to 9.2%, it seemed 
like he was scratching the 
itch by investing in one rather 
than building his own. Donald 
Trump’s Truth Social plat-
form’s struggle for relevance 
and technical woes has proven 
that building a social network 
is perhaps not so easy.

While some were shocked 
Mr Musk rejected a position 
on Twitter’s board, seasoned 
watchers commented that ac-
cepting it would come with 
rules and conditions that might 
not be a good match for the 
world’s richest man and his 
fondness for speaking his mind 
on the platform.

There’s been considerable 
disquiet among staff at Twit-
ter over the whole affair, with 
some employees taking to the 
platform to vent their frustra-

tion and concerns about con-
troversial statements Mr Musk 
has made in the past.

If Mr Musk’s takeover is 
successful, we’ll likely find 
out how he intends to run the 
company courtesy of one of 
his many tweets.

Twitter had offered Mr 
Musk a seat on its board after 
it emerged that he held a 9.2% 
stake in the company. The role 
was set to become effective last 
weekend but then Mr Musk 
decided against taking it.

On Monday, Twitter’s 
chief executive Parag Agrawal 
had tweeted that he thought the 
decision by Mr Musk not take 
a seat on the board was “for the 
best”. He added: “We have and 
will always value input from 
our shareholders whether they 
are on our board or not. Elon is 
our biggest shareholder and we 
will remain open to his input.”

Though he also warned 
staff: “There will be distrac-
tions ahead.” After that an-
nouncement, Mr Musk posted 
a cryptic tweet of smiling emo-
ji with its hand over its mouth.

Mr Musk has already giv-
en a hint of the things he would 
like to change at Twitter.

He has suggested changes 
to the Twitter Blue premium 
subscription service, which 
was launched last year in Can-
ada and Australia, including 
slashing the price, banning ad-
vertising and giving users the 
option of paying the monthly 
fee with the cryptocurrency, 
dogecoin.

Mr Musk also asked his 
81 million followers on Twit-
ter whether the company is 
“dying” and if its headquarters 
should be turned into a home-
less shelter.

Technology
Elon Musk makes offer to buy Twitter

Elon Musk
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By Dánica Coto
Sea urchins are dying across the Ca-

ribbean at a pace scientists say could rival 
a mass die-off that last occurred in 1983, 
alarming many who warn the trend could 
further decimate already frail coral reefs 
in the region.

Dive shops first began reporting the 
deaths in February, perplexing scientists 
and worrying government officials who 
are receiving a growing number of reports 
about dying sea urchins from islands in-
cluding Antigua, St. Lucia, Dominica, Ja-
maica, St. Vincent, Saba and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands as well as Cozumel in Mexico.

“It’s very concerning, particularly 
because it’s happening so quickly,” said 
Patricia Kramer, a marine biologist and 
program director of the Atlantic and Gulf 
Rapid Reef Assessment, a scientific col-
laboration to improve reef conditions in 
the region.

At first, the mortality event was linked 
only to black sea urchins — diadema an-
tillarum — which are recognizable by 
their extremely long, skinny spines. But 
two other species have since been affect-
ed, including the rock boring sea urchin 
and the West Indian sea egg.

The deaths worry Kramer and other 
scientists including Dana Wusinich-Men-
dez, Atlantic-Caribbean team lead for the 
U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s coral reef conservation 
program: “Losing our sea urchins would 
be really devastating.”

The deaths are of concern because sea 
urchins are herbivores known for being 
efficient grazers that remove macro algae 
from coral reefs and clear space for baby 
sea corals to attach themselves, the two 
scientists said.

“They’re kind of the unsung heroes of 
the reefs because they do so many good 
things,” Kramer said.

While macro algae are an important 
source of food and shelter for some fish, 
too many of them can degrade coral reefs 
that are under stress by warmer-than-av-

erage ocean temperatures and a disease 
known as stony coral tissue loss.

Overfishing across the Caribbean al-
ready had led to a greater abundance of 
macro algae, which was kept in check 
by sea urchins that are now dying, said 
Shamal Connell, an officer with St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines’ Fisheries Ser-
vice who oversees research.

“It’s very urgent that we find a solu-
tion,” he said.

The Florida-based Gulf and Caribbe-
an Fisheries Institute and the Atlantic and 
Gulf Rapid Reef Assessment recently cre-
ated a network to investigate the deaths, 
analyse tissue samples and find solutions.

Kramer noted that very few black 
sea urchin populations recovered from 
the 1983 event that began in the Atlantic 
Ocean near the Panama Canal and spread 
northward and then eastward over the 
next 13 months.

During that time, only the black sea 
urchin was affected, with 90% or more of 
the population dying, though at a much 
slower rate than the current event, she 
said.

“Just when we’re getting to the point 
where they’re recovering, they’re dying,” 
Kramer said.

The U.S. Virgin Island of St. Thomas 
was the first to report the newest round of 
deaths in February, although it’s unclear 
whether that’s where the event started.

In mid-March, the Dutch Caribbean 
island of Saba reported similar deaths, 
noting that 50% of the sea urchin popula-

tion in its harbour was dead a week later. 
Officials in Saba said they have around 
200 sea urchins in a nursery and are gath-
ering information about the new mortality 
event, adding that they are treating some 
with antibiotics that might cure them or 
prevent them from getting sick.

Meanwhile, Monique Calderon, a 
fisheries biologist with the government 
of St. Lucia, said scientists on the eastern 
Caribbean island are considering launch-
ing their own survey to get more details 
about where the sea urchins are dying and 
why.

“When the last die-off occurred in the 
1980s, the sampling done wasn’t robust 
enough to determine what the issue was 
exactly, what might have caused it,” Cal-
deron said, adding that she hopes to find 
an explanation with improved technology.

She said dive shops in St. Lucia and 
other Caribbean islands have reported 
ocean floors littered with sea urchin spines 
or sea urchins floating in the water when 
they are normally anchored to a reef via 
hydraulic structures known as tube feet. 

Divers also have found dying sea 
urchins with droopy spines or with their 
white skeletons poking through their bod-
ies.

The loss of sea urchins comes amid 
coral bleaching events resulting from 
high ocean temperatures and the presence 
of a disease known as stony coral tissue 
loss that has affected more than 30 coral 
species in nearly two dozen countries and 
territories in the Caribbean, according to 
the Atlantic and Gulf Rapid Reef Assess-
ment program.

Coral reefs also provide protection 
from rising seas and storm surges gener-
ated by hurricanes that have grown more 
powerful with global warming, and they 
are a key attraction for a region that relies 
heavily on tourism.

“We worry that a real crisis is devel-
oping in the Caribbean,” the Diadema Re-
sponse Network stated in a recent report 
on the loss of sea urchins.

Environment

Copyright: © Michael Webster / Coral 
Reef Alliance

Concerned scientists probe 
sea urchin deaths in Caribbean
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CMC - The United States has 
given a mixed review of human 
rights practices and policies in the 
Caribbean, ranging from “signifi-
cant human rights issues” to some 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
governments rarely taking steps to 
prosecute government and law en-
forcement officials accused of com-
mitting abuses and corruption.

The US State Department has re-
leased its annual Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices covering in-
ternationally recognized individual, 
civil, political, and worker rights, as 
set forth in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and other interna-
tional agreements.

In its 2021 report, Washington 
noted that while all the CARICOM 
countries were multiparty parlia-
mentary democracies, the situation 
in Haiti, where President Jovenel 
Moïse was assassinated on July 7 
last year, is worrisome.

It said while the November 2016 
general national legislative elec-
tions were considered free and fair 
by international observers, in Janu-
ary 2020 the terms of the majority 
of parliamentarians expired due to 
a failure of the country to conduct 
elections in 2019.

“Only ten elected members of 30 
remained in the upper house, while 
the lower house had none. As a re-
sult, parliament was unable to reach 
a quorum and ceased to function. 
Nearly 400 unelected mayors served 
at the pleasure of the executive.”

It said controversy arose regard-
ing the length of Moïse’s mandate 
and whether it expired in February 
2021 or 2022, due to ambiguities in 
the constitution.

“Despite opposition from most 
political actors and civil society, 
President Moïse remained in pow-
er until his assassination on July 7. 
Three days before his death, Moïse 

had named, but not yet sworn in, Ari-
el Henry to replace Joseph Jouthe as 
prime minister.”

The report noted that while Hen-
ry was later sworn in as head of the 
government and signed a political 
accord with a large number of op-
position parties and civil society or-
ganizations, the planned 2021 presi-
dential and legislative elections had 
already suffered logistical difficul-
ties and delays.

“Moïse’s assassination and an 
ensuing lengthy process to negoti-
ate a political accord resulted in an 
agreement to delay elections until 
2022 or later.”

Washington also noted that while 
the Haitian National Police, an au-
tonomous civilian institution led by 
a director general under the authority 
of the minister of justice, is respon-
sible for maintaining public securi-
ty, there were “credible reports” that 

CMC - A High Court 
judge Tuesday sentenced 
former St Lucia opposition 
leader Marcus Nicholas to 
six months in jail after he 
was found guilty of “ut-
tering or using false docu-
ments for tax purposes”.

Justice Patrick Thomp-
son imposed the sentence 
on Nicholas, who in 2017 
was arrested after he at-
tempted to get a tax return 
payment in his girlfriend’s 
name. 

A jury in November last 
year found him guilty of 
the charge.

“I take full responsibil-

ity,” he told the court, add-
ing “I am sorry that I put 
the Court and the country 
in this position and accept 
full responsibility”.

The Court heard that 
Nicholas, who first en-
tered Parliament in 2001 
as a member of the Unit-
ed Workers Party (UWP), 

wrote a letter to the Inland 
Revenue and signed it in his 
girlfriends’ name as well as 
writing her name below the 
signature.

The judge in imposing 
the sentence said Nicholas, 
a former deputy speaker, 
who also served as a junior 
minister in the government 
of the late Sir John Comp-
ton following the 2006 gen-
eral election, should have 
known better.

Nicholas served as op-
position leader from April 
2004 to November 2006 
and did not contest the 2011 
general election.

Regional News

Marcus Nicholas

Former St. Lucia opposition   
leader jailed on tax related charge

Mixed review for human rights in the Caribbean
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members of the security 
forces committed human 
rights abuses.

The Human Rights re-
port noted that gang vio-
lence escalated throughout 
the country, particularly in 
metropolitan areas, and the 
gangs allegedly received 
support from political and 
economic elites. 

“Kidnappings for ran-
som by armed gangs in-
creased and affected all 
sections of society. Armed 
gangs were also responsi-
ble for armed conflicts re-
sulting in approximately 
20,000 displaced persons, 
for capturing up to ten 
police stations and sub-
stations, and for blocking 
fuel supplies in October 
and November, bringing 
economic life and freedom 
of movement to a virtual 
standstill.”

The report notes that 
in most, if not all of the 
Caribbean countries, sig-
nificant human rights is-
sues included credible 
reports of serious acts of 
official corruption, cred-
ible reports of degrading 
treatment of prisoners by 
prison officers and the ex-
istence of a criminal libel 
law, the criminalization of 
consensual same-sex sexu-
al conduct between adults. 
trafficking in persons; and 
the worst forms of child 
labour.

There were also “sig-
nificant human rights” is-
sues such unlawful or ar-
bitrary killings by police 
in at least three Caribbean 
countries.

The report noted that in 
Guyana, there have been 
“reliable reports that mem-
bers of the security forces 
committed abuses.

In Jamaica, the re-
port noted that significant 
human rights issues in-
cluded credible reports 
of unlawful and arbitrary 
killings by government 
security forces, harsh and 
life-threatening conditions 
in prisons and detention 
facilities, arbitrary arrest, 
and detention.

It said there was also 
significant government 
corruption; a lack of inves-
tigation of and account-
ability for gender-based 
violence; and the existence 

of a law criminalizing con-
sensual same-sex sexual 
conduct between adults, 
although the government 
did not enforce the law 
during the year.

In Suriname, where the 
security forces were also 
linked to human rights 
abuses, “significant hu-
man rights issues included 
credible reports of cruel 
and degrading treatment of 
individuals by police, se-
rious and widespread acts 
of corruption and the exis-
tence of some of the worst 
forms of child labour.

“The government took 
steps to investigate, pros-
ecute, and punish officials 
who committed human 

rights abuses, whether in 
the security forces or else-
where in the government. 
Corruption cases were in-
vestigated, and the gov-
ernment implemented the 
laws on corruption effec-
tively at times.”

Washington also re-
ported that in Trinidad and 
Tobago “there were cred-
ible reports that members 
of the security forces com-
mitted some abuses.”

It said “significant hu-
man rights issues included 
credible reports of unlaw-
ful or arbitrary killings by 
police, refoulement of asy-
lum seekers, serious acts 
of corruption, and human 
trafficking.

In this Jan. 25, 2021 file photo, Arnel Joseph is returned to the National Penitentiary after being 
brought before a judge in handcuffs in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Authorities say Joseph, who they 
describe as one of Haiti’s most powerful gang leaders, was shot Friday, Feb, 26, a day after he 
and dozens of other inmates escaped from prison during a breakout that left at least eight people 
dead, including the prison director. (AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery, File)

cont’d from pg 18
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AP – Colombian Pres-
ident Iván Duque said 
Wednesday there is evidence 
and testimony that seriously 
implicate “practically all” 
of the former Colombian 
soldiers being held in Haiti 
in the assassination of that 
country’s president, Jovenel 
Moïse.

In an interview with The 
Associated Press, Duque 
said the arrested ex-soldiers 
still need to be tried, but that 
“clearly, based on the testi-
mony of many,” it is evident 
“that there is a level of impli-
cation” in the July 7 killing 
of Moïse, who was assassi-
nated at his home in Haiti’s 
capital, Port-au-Prince.

More than 40 people 
have been arrested in Haiti 
in connection with the kill-
ing, including several Hai-
tian police officers, a former 
Haitian senator and 18 for-
mer Colombian soldiers.

Duque struck a harsher 
tone than in the past regard-
ing the Colombians held in 
Haiti since shortly after the 
killing. Previously, he had 
said a small group of recruit-
ers knew what the real inten-
tion of the ex-soldiers’ trip to 
Haiti was and they misrepre-
sented the goal of the mis-
sion to the former soldiers.

The president told AP 
on Wednesday that he never 
said the former soldiers were 
misled.

“I have always said that 
an investigation has to be 
carried out, and the inves-

tigation has been done, and 
in fact the Colombian police 
contributed,” he said. “And 
in fact, one of the people 
who fled from Haiti, who 
was later captured, talked 
about the level of involve-
ment.”

Duque seemed to be re-
ferring to Mario Antonio 
José Palacios, identified as 
one of the main suspects in 
Moïse’s murder. He is de-
tained in Florida. According 
to the accusations, Palacios 
spoke voluntarily and said 
he was hired to travel to Hai-
ti to offer security and par-
ticipate in a purported oper-
ation to arrest the president.

Families of the ex-sol-
diers have complained that 
the detainees have not been 
able to defend themselves in 
Haiti and do not have law-
yers.

In July, Duque said that 
“within the group (of former 
soldiers) there were people 
who had received different 
instructions.” Even so, the 
president pointed out that 
“regardless of the level of 
knowledge one had,” it was 
clear the entire group partic-
ipated in the assassination.

That same month he also 
told a radio station that “ev-
erything indicates a large 
group of people who arrived 
in Haiti were ‘blindfolded,’ 
taken for a supposed protec-
tion mission, while others, a 
small group apparently, had 
detailed knowledge of the 
criminal operation and the 

intent to kill the president of 
Haiti.”

On Wednesday, Duque 
said Colombia’s hands are 
tied in the judicial process in 
Haiti.

“We can try to work dip-
lomatically to guarantee that 
the trial be carried out earlier 
and that they have a mini-
mum of conditions as in-
mates. But beyond that, Co-
lombia cannot act, because 
clearly there are some facts. 
There are some accusations. 
There are some testimo-
nies,” the president said.

Duque, a conservative 
who cannot seek re-election 
in Colombia’s May 29 pres-
idential election. also spoke 
about the socialist govern-
ment of President Nicolás 
Maduro in neighbouring 
Venezuela.

In 2019, Duque said that 
Maduro’s administration 

“had very few hours left.” 
On Wednesday he acknowl-
edged receiving criticism for 
making that comment.

“Maybe, if you look at 
it in hindsight, maybe if I 
looked at it with a self-crit-
ical sense, I would say, well, 
I shouldn’t have done it,” 
Duque said. “But what I 
can say clearly is that, thank 
God, we raised our voice. 
Thank God, more than 50 
countries reject that dictator-
ship.”

“Many people say, well, 
but then you are going to end 
your government in August 
and Maduro will continue to 
be the dictator of Venezuela. 
Perhaps. But I am not going 
to stop working a single day 
in my life for the freedom 
of Venezuela, because the 
freedom of Venezuela is also 
the protection of Colombia,” 
Duque added.

Two suspects in the assassination of Haiti’s President Jovenel 
Moise are moved to be displayed to the media at the General 
Direction of the police in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, July 8, 
2021. Colombian President Iván Duque said Wednesday, April 
13, 2022, that there is evidence and testimony that seriously 
implicates “practically all” of the former Colombian soldiers who 
are arrested in Haiti in relation to the assassination of Haitian 
President Jovenel Moïse. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph, File)

 Colombia president: Evidence 
implicates ex-soldiers in Haiti
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CMC – Caribbean American New 
York City Public Advocate Jumaane 
Williams has criticized New York Gov-
ernor Kathy Hochul after she accepted 
the resignation of her Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Caribbean American Brian Ben-
jamin on indictment of bribery and re-
lated offenses.

Damian Williams, another Caribbe-
an American, who is the United States 
Attorney for the Southern District of 
New York, had announced on Tues-
day that Benjamin, the son of a Guya-
nese mother and Jamaican father, was 
charged with bribery, honest services 
wire fraud and conspiracy to commit 
those offenses.

The charges were “based on his use 
of his official authority while a New 
York state senator to direct a state-fund-
ed grant to an organization controlled 
by a real estate developer (‘CC-1’) in 
exchange for campaign contributions 
made and procured by CC-1”.

Benjamin, 45, who resigned shortly 
after prosecutors unsealed the indict-
ment, pleaded not guilty when he made 
a short appearance at the Federal Dis-
trict Court in Lower Manhattan. He was 
released on a US$250,000 bond.

“As Lieutenant Governor, Kathy 
Hochul denied knowledge or awareness 
of Andrew Cuomo’s (former New York 
Governor) wrongdoing,” Williams, the 
son of Grenadian immigrants said.

“Now, she’s repeating the same 
posture and strategy with her own Lieu-
tenant. Either she’s consistently shame-
fully out of the loop, or shamefully en-
abling through her inaction and either 
way, it’s clear that, unless we elect lead-
ership outside of the old ways of Alba-
ny, these patterns of scandal and corrup-
tion will keep repeating,” said Williams, 
a candidate for Governor of New York 
in June’s Democratic Primary.

“Throughout our campaign, we’ve 

highlighted how the Hochul administra-
tion represented Albany’s dysfunctional 
status quo. She claims to have cleaned 
up the Capitol. But just this week, with 
historic hand-outs to Buffalo billion-
aires, donor-driven scandals, and resig-
nation, it’s never felt more familiar, or 
clearer that we need drastic change.”

Hochul said in a brief statement late 
Tuesday that she was accepting Benja-
min’s resignation “effective immediate-
ly.

“While the legal process plays out, 
it is clear to both of us that he cannot 
continue to serve as Lieutenant Gover-
nor,” said Hochul, who had appointed 
Benjamin, a former New York State 
Senator, representing Harlem, last Au-
gust, as her second-in-command.

“New Yorkers deserve absolute 
confidence in their government, and I 
will continue working every day to de-
liver for them.”

In announcing the charges against 
Benjamin, Williams, said the former 
New York Lieutenant Governor is also 
charged with two counts of falsifying 

records in connection with the prepa-
ration of contribution forms that falsely 
reported certain contributions made by 
CC-1 as being made by other individ-
uals.

Benjamin is also charged with mak-
ing false statements in a questionnaire 
he submitted while seeking to become 
Lieutenant Governor.

“As alleged, Brian Benjamin used 
his power as a New York state senator to 
secure a state-funded grant in exchange 
for contributions to his own political 
campaigns,” Williams said, adding “by 
doing so, Benjamin abused his power 
and effectively used state funds to sup-
port his political campaigns.

According to the indictment, during 
the period 2019-21 Benjamin partici-
pated in a scheme to obtain campaign 
contributions in exchange for the use 
of his official authority and influence 
as a New York State senator to obtain 
a US$50,000 state-funded grant for a 
non-profit organization.

“Benjamin and others acting on his 
behalf, or at his direction, then engaged 
in a series of lies and deceptions to cov-
er up his scheme, including falsifying 
campaign donor forms, misleading city 
regulators, and providing false infor-
mation on vetting forms he completed 
while seeking to be the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of New York State,” the indict-
ment alleges.

Benjamin’s attorneys, in a statement 
late Tuesday said their client is suspend-
ing his campaign for lieutenant gover-
nor to “focus his energies on explaining 
in court why his actions were laud-
able, not criminal”, adding that there 
was “nothing inappropriate” about the 
US$50,000 grant.

They also said their client “looks 
forward to when this case is finished, 
so he can rededicate himself to public 
service.”

New York Lt. Gov. Brian Benjamin leaves 
the courthouse in New York, Tuesday, 
April 12, 2022. Benjamin has been ar-
rested in a federal corruption investiga-
tion. Authorities said the Democrat was 
arrested Tuesday on charges including 
bribery and falsification of records. (AP 
Photo/Seth Wenig)

NY Governor criticized as Caribbean American 
Lieutenant Governor, indicted, resigns
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International

AP – The man charged 
in this week’s Brooklyn 
subway attack has been 
ordered held without bail, 
with prosecutors saying he 
terrified the “entire city.”

Frank James was ar-
rested in Manhattan on 
Wednesday, a day after the 
attack, and made his first 
appearance in federal court 
Thursday. 

Authorities say he un-
leashed smoke bombs and 
dozens of bullets in a train 
full of morning commut-
ers, shooting 10 people. All 
were expected to survive.

Investigators are con-
tinuing to examine the 
62-year-old’s possible mo-
tive.

James is charged with 
a federal terrorism offense, 
which pertains to violent 
attacks on mass transit sys-
tems. There is no evidence 
connecting him to terror or-
ganizations, international or 
otherwise, at this time, au-
thorities say.

James, was arrested in 
Manhattan on Wednesday, 
a day after the attack. Au-
thorities say he unleashed 
smoke bombs and dozens 
of bullets in a train full of 
morning commuters, shoot-
ing 10 people.

“He fired approximately 
33 rounds in cold blood at 

terrified passengers who had 
nowhere to run and nowhere 
to hide,” federal prosecutors 
wrote Thursday in court pa-
pers asking that James be 
held without bail.

They called the shoot-
ing premeditated and cal-
culated, saying that James 
wore a hard hat and con-
struction worker-style jack-
et as a disguise and then 
shed them after the gunfire 
to avoid recognition. Pros-
ecutors suggested James 
had the means to carry out 
more attacks, noting that he 
had ammunition and other 

gun-related items in a Phil-
adelphia storage unit.

Authorities say a trove 
of evidence connects James 
to the attack. His credit 
card and a key to a van he 
had rented were found at 
the shooting scene. Officers 
also found the handgun they 
said was used in the shoot-
ing; tracing records show 
James purchased the gun 
from a licensed gun dealer 
in Ohio in 2011.

Investigators were ex-
amining many hours of vid-
eos that James posted on 
social media, including one 

a day before the attack, in 
which he delivered profani-
ty-laced diatribes about rac-
ism, society’s treatment of 
Black people, homelessness 
and violence. He also talked 
about his history of psychi-
atric treatment, and he com-
plained about New York’s 
mayor is dealing with home-
less people on subways and 
with gun violence.

James was born and 
raised in New York City but 
had moved to Milwaukee. 
He’d recently left Wiscon-
sin and had briefly lived in 
Philadelphia.

Brooklyn subway 
attack suspect ordered 

held without bail

Law enforcement officials lead subway shooting suspect Frank R. James, 62, centre right, away 
from a police station and into a vehicle, in New York, Wednesday, April 13, 2022. James, accused 
of shooting 10 people on a Brooklyn subway train, was arrested Wednesday and charged with a 
federal terrorism offense. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)
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AP – Britain’s Conservative 
government has struck a deal with 
Rwanda to send some asylum-seek-
ers thousands of miles away to the 
East African country, a move that 
opposition politicians and refugee 
groups condemned as inhumane, un-
workable and a waste of public mon-
ey.

Home Secretary Priti Patel vis-
ited the Rwandan capital, Kigali, on 
Thursday to sign what the two coun-
tries called an “economic develop-
ment partnership.” The plan will see 
some people who arrive in Britain 
as stowaways on trucks or in small 
boats across the English Channel 
picked up by the U.K. government 
and flown 4,000 miles (6,400 kilo-
metres) to Rwanda, apparently for 
good.

Migrants have long used northern 
France as a launching point to reach 
Britain, either by hiding on trucks or 
ferries, or — increasingly since the 
coronavirus pandemic shut down 
other routes in 2020 — in dinghies 
and other small boats organized by 
smugglers. More than 28,000 people 
entered the U.K. on small boats last 
year, up from 8,500 in 2020. Dozens 
have died, including 27 people in 
November when a single boat cap-
sized.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said action was needed to stop “vile 
people smugglers (who) are abusing 
the vulnerable and turning the Chan-
nel into a watery graveyard.”

In a speech near the Channel 
coast, Johnson said “anyone enter-
ing the U.K. illegally … may now be 
relocated to Rwanda.”

The Rwandan government said 
the agreement would initially last 
for five years, and Britain had paid 

120 million pounds ($158 million) 
up front to pay for housing and inte-
grating the migrants.

Rwandan Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Vincent Biruta said the agreement 
“is about ensuring that people are 
protected, respected, and empow-
ered to further their own ambitions 
and settle permanently in Rwanda if 
they choose.”

He said his country is already 
home to more than 130,000 refugees 
from countries including Burundi, 
Congo, Libya and Pakistan.

Johnson denied that the plan was 
“lacking in compassion” but ac-
knowledged it would inevitably face 
legal challenges and would not take 
effect immediately.

Rwanda is the most densely pop-
ulated nation in Africa, and compe-
tition for land and resources there 

fuelled decades of ethnic and polit-
ical tensions that culminated in the 
1994 genocide in which more than 
800,000 ethnic Tutsi and the Hutus 
who tried to protect them were 
killed. Human rights groups have 
repeatedly criticized President Paul 
Kagame’s current government for 
being repressive.

Johnson, however, insisted that 
Rwanda had “totally transformed” in 
the last two decades.

Britain says relocation decisions 
will not be based on migrants’ coun-
try of origin but on whether they 
used “illegal or dangerous routes” to 
reach the U.K. from a safe country 
such as France. Not all such arriv-
als will be considered suitable to be 
sent to Rwanda; it was unclear what 
the criteria for making the decisions 
would be.

A group of people thought to be migrants are brought in to Dover, Kent, England, 
by the RNLI, following a small boat incident in the Channel, Thursday April 14, 2022. 
Britain’s Conservative government has struck a deal with Rwanda to send some asy-
lum-seekers thousands of miles away to the East African country. Opposition politi-
cians and refugee groups are condemning the plan as unworkable, inhumane and a 
waste of public money. (Gareth Fuller/PA via AP)

UK plan to fly asylum-seekers 
to Rwanda draws outrage
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AP – The head of the 
International Monetary 
Fund warned Thursday 
that Russia’s war against 
Ukraine was weakening 
the economic prospects for 
most of the world’s coun-
tries and called high infla-
tion “a clear and present 
danger” to the global econ-
omy.

IMF Managing Direc-
tor Kristalina Georgieva 
said the consequences of 
Russia’s invasion were 
contributing to economic 
downgrades for 143 coun-
tries, although most of 
them should continue to 
grow. The war has disrupt-
ed global trade in energy 
and grain and is threaten-
ing to cause food shortages 
in Africa and Middle East.

Georgieva made her 
comments in a speech on 
the eve of next week’s 
spring meetings of the 
IMF and the World Bank 
in Washington.

An unexpected-
ly strong recovery from 
2020’s pandemic recession 
has caught businesses by 
surprise, leaving factories, 
ports and freight yards un-
able to keep up with ro-
bust customer demand and 
forcing prices higher.

Chronically high infla-
tion, which is forcing the 
world’s central banks to 
raise interest rates and like-
ly slow economic growth 
in the process, amounts to 
“a massive setback for the 

global recovery,” Georgie-
va said.

Georgieva also warned 
of “the fragmentation 
of the world economy 
into geopolitical blocs,” 
with the West imposing 
far-reaching sanctions on 
Russia and China express-
ing support for the auto-
cratic Russian regime of 
President Vladimir Putin.

“In a world where war 
in Europe creates hunger 
in Africa; where a pan-
demic can circle the globe 
in days and reverberate for 
years; where emissions 
anywhere mean rising sea 
levels almost everywhere 
— the threat to our col-

lective prosperity from a 
breakdown in global coop-
eration cannot be overstat-
ed,” Georgieva said.

Before the war, Russia 
and Ukraine had supplied 
28% of global wheat ex-
ports. And Russia and Be-
larus accounted for 40% 
of exports of the fertilizer 
potash.

“Now,” Georgieva 
said, “grain and corn pric-
es are soaring, and leaders 
across Africa and the Mid-
dle East are telling me that 
supplies are running low. 
Food insecurity is a grave 
concern.

“We must act now with 
a multilateral initiative to 

bolster food security. The 
alternative is dire: More 
hunger, more poverty and 
more social unrest — es-
pecially for countries that 
have struggled to escape 
fragility and conflict for 
many years.”

Georgieva called on 
the world to support the 
Ukrainians and noted that 
the IMF had delivered 
$1.4 billion in emergency 
financing to help Ukraine 
meet its immediate spend-
ing needs. The IMF is 
also offering assistance to 
Ukraine’s neighbours, in-
cluding Moldova, which 
has accepted more than 
400,000 war refugees.

IMF chief: Ukraine war and 
inflation threaten global economy

International Monetary Fund Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva speaks during the World 
Government Summit at the Dubai Expo 2020, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, March 
29, 2022. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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BBC – Manchester United have 
appointed the architects who de-
signed Tottenham Hotspur Stadium 
to draw up plans for the redevelop-
ment of Old Trafford.

Architect firm Populous and 
management consultants Legends 
International will work together with 
the aim of increasing the stadium’s 
capacity.

Both companies worked on Tot-
tenham’s 63,000-seater stadium 
which opened in 2019.

Old Trafford currently has a ca-
pacity of 74,000.

“Work will begin immediately on 
developing options for Old Trafford 
and studying their feasibility, with 
the aim of significantly enhancing 
the fan experience,” a statement on 
the club’s website said.

“Fans will be at the heart of the 
process, starting with a meeting be-
tween the consultants and the Man-
chester United fans’ advisory board 

later this month.”
Last month, it was reported that 

United were considering a number of 
options for redevelopment, includ-
ing demolishing Old Trafford and 
building a new stadium.

Three sides of Old Trafford have 
been expanded over the past three 

decades but the South Stand has 
posed a problem because it is close 
to a railway line.

The club also want to improve 
their training ground and have ap-
pointed architecture and design firm 
KSS to draw up plans for an “ex-
panded, state-of-the-art facility”.

Joel Wilson is looking 
forward to being part of the 
ICC Men’s Cricket Com-
mittee. The international 
umpire was appointed as 
the Elite Panel Umpire on 
the committee at the ICC’s 
Board Meeting in Dubai 
recently. The 55-year-old 
welcomed the opportunity 
and says he sees it as a sig-
nificant step, and he is keen 
to make a positive contribu-
tion.

“It is an honor and a 
privilege to be selected by 
your peers to represent the 
fraternity on such an im-
portant committee. The 
committee is designed to 

improve all aspects of the 
game, particularly the rules, 
regulations, laws, and play-
ing conditions. Over the 
next year I look forward to 
working the other members 
of the committee in the at-
tempt to improve all aspects 
of cricket … and I hope to 
make a more than positive 
impact”

Wilson is the most ex-
perienced umpire presently 
in the West Indies. He first 
officiated in international 
cricket in 2011. So far, he 
has stood in 28 Test match-
es, 75 One-Day Internation-
als and 39 T20 Internation-
als.

In its communique the 
ICC also outlined that ICC 
Board approved and ratified 
the appointments of Mahela 
Jayawardena as Past Player 
representative (reappoint-

ment), Gary Stead – Nation-
al Team Coach represen-
tative, Jay Shah – Member 
Board representative and 
Jamie Cox – MCC Repre-
sentative.

Wilson ready to serve on ICC Men’s Cricket Committee

Joel Wilson 

Tottenham Hotspur Stadium architects 
chosen for Old Trafford redevelopment

Old Trafford has been home to Manchester United for 112 years
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AP- Captain Hardik Pandya and 
fast bowler Lockie Ferguson powered 
Gujarat Titans to a 37-run win over 
Rajasthan Royals in a battle of early 
table-toppers in the Indian Premier 
League on Thursday.

Pandya led Gujarat to an imposing 
total of 192-4 with an unbeaten 87 off 
52 balls after Rajasthan’s Sanju Sam-
son won the toss and opted to field 
first.

Ferguson used his change of pace 
to claim 3-23 that included the key 
wicket of Jos Buttler (54) on the last 
ball of batting powerplay as Rajasthan 
was restricted to 155-9.

Gujarat sits alone atop the stand-
ings after its fourth win in five games. 
Rajasthan slipped to third on net run-
rate.

“Captaincy is fun and it allows 

me to take responsibility and be the 
flag-bearer,” Pandya said as he has 
pushed himself up in the order and 
batted at No. 4. “I am not used to bat-
ting this long, (but) it gives me a lot of 
time. I can calculate and take risk. The 

last game it did not come off but today 
I made sure I did.”

Buttler’s 23-ball half-century in-
cluded eight fours and three sixes in-
side the first six overs but Ferguson’s 
twin strike derailed Rajasthan’s chase.

BBC – World heavy-
weight champion Tyson 
Fury says retirement is not 
on his mind before his bout 
with Dillian Whyte.

The unbeaten Fury, 33, 
faces his fellow Briton, 
34, at a sold-out Wembley 
Stadium on 23 April, St 
George’s Day.

At the news conference 
to announce the fight last 
month Fury said he would 
“100%” retire after it.

But he backtracked on 
Thursday saying: “I am 
only thinking about Dillian 
Whyte at this moment, I am 
not thinking about retire-
ment.”

Speaking during a news 
conference for his first UK 
fight since 2018, Fury did 
not talk about his links to 

Daniel Kinahan, who has 
been sanctioned by the US 
Treasury.

Kinahan has worked 
with Fury and fellow world 
champion Josh Taylor, and 
his links with boxing were 
the subject of a BBC Pan-
orama investigation in 2021.

On Tuesday, US offi-

cials announced sanctions 
against several top members 
of the Irish Kinahan organ-
ised crime group, saying 
that Daniel Kinahan “is be-
lieved to run the day-to-day 
operations of the organisa-
tion”.

Several journalists were 
on Thursday’s Zoom call, 

which also featured pro-
moters Frank Warren and 
Bob Arum as well as Fury 
and Whyte. But none of the 
journalists had the opportu-
nity to ask Fury a question 
about Kinahan.

Fury will defend the 
WBC title he won from De-
ontay Wilder then retained 
during his trilogy with the 
American.

They were three of the 
five fights Fury has had in 
the US since beating Fran-
cesco Pianeta in Belfast in 
August 2018.

Having failed to agree 
an all-British bout with An-
thony Joshua, Fury’s return 
to the UK against Whyte 
has attracted 94,000 ticket 
sales - the biggest post-war 
boxing crowd in the UK.

Gujarat beats Rajasthan to claim fourth win in IPL

Tyson Fury v Dillian Whyte: World 
champion ‘not thinking about retirement’

WBC heavyweight champion Tyson Fury worked with Daniel 
Kinahan for several years
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BBC – Tiger Woods has 
been added to a star-studded 
field for the JP McManus Pro-
Am at Adare Manor.

The 15-time major winner 
will play the two-day event in 
the Republic of Ireland on 4-5 
July - less than two weeks be-
fore the Open Championship.

Woods stated his intention 
to play at the 150th Open at 
St Andrews having completed 
72 holes at the Masters on his 
competitive comeback.

His stirring return came 
14 months after a life-threat-
ening car crash.

The Pro-Am, hosted by 
legendary Irish racehorse 

owner JP McManus, will 
boast an impressive field of 
the world’s best golfers in-
cluding Rory McIlroy, Jon 
Rahm and Brooks Koepka.

It will be Woods’ fourth 
appearance at the charity 
event, which will be held at 
the County Limerick venue 
set to host the 2027 Ryder 
Cup.

“His presence at Adare 
Manor will undoubtedly bring 
huge excitement to the thou-
sands of spectators,” said Mc-
Manus.

“We are very grateful to 
him for giving up his free time 
to be with us.”

Woods made the cut at Augusta as he returned to competi-
tive action 14 months after a life-threatening car crash

Tiger Woods to play JP McManus 
Pro-Am at Adare Manor in July
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BBC – Former Colombia captain 
Freddy Rincon has died after suffering 
severe head injuries in a car crash.

The 55-year-old was driving a car 
that collided with a bus early on Monday 
in Cali, Colombia.

Former Real Madrid midfielder Rin-
con scored 17 goals for Colombia and 
played at the 1990, 1994 and 1998 World 
Cups. He shares with Carlos Valderrama 
the record for the most appearances at 
the tournament for his country, having 
played in 10 World Cup games.

Rincon was part of the side that end-
ed the nation’s 28-year wait to play at 
the World Cup when they qualified for 
the 1990 finals, and scored a memorable 
goal in a 1-1 draw against eventual win-

ners West Germany.
He also played club football for Na-

poli, Palmeiras and Santos, as well as 
leading Corinthians to victory in 2000 
at the first FIFA Club World Champion-
ship - now the Club World Cup.

“Despite all the efforts of our teams, 
Freddy Eusebio Rincon Valencia has 
passed away,” said Laureano Quintero, 
the medical director of the Imbanaco 
Clinic in Cali where Rincon was being 
treated. The Colombian Football Feder-
ation (FCF) said it mourned the death of 
Rincon.

“We will miss him and remember 
him with great affection, appreciation, 
respect and admiration,” said the FCF.

“We send strength, support and our 

condolences to his family, hoping they 
can bear this sad and painful loss.”

Brazilian club Corinthians recalled 
“our captain” leading them to their FIFA 
Club World Championship success in 
2000. “It is with great sadness that we 
say goodbye to a great idol,” they said on 
social media. “Eternally in our hearts.”

FIFA, football’s world governing 
body, sent its “sincere condolences” 
to Rincon’s “loved ones, former team-
mates and fans from the clubs he played 
for, and of the Colombia national team”.

“Rest in Peace” it added.
Italian club Napoli said they would 

also like to send their condolences to the 
family of Rincon, who played for them 
during the 1994-95 season.

Rincon was part of Colombia’s ‘golden generation’ reaching three successive World Cups in the 1990s

Former Colombia captain Freddy 
Rincon dies following car crash


