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Japan's Ambassador to Antigua and Barbuda H. E. Yutaka Matsubara addresses the head table on Thursday during the ceremony
to commission the expanded Ffryes Beach Reverse Osmosis Plant. Seated left to right: Hon. Samantha Marshall, Prime Minister,
Hon. Gaston Browne, Hon. Sir Robin Yearwood and Ambassador Daven Joseph. Story on Page 2.
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Over $135 million has
been spent by the Antigua
Public Utilities Authority
(APUA) over several years
to tackle the country’s
chronic water problem.

The disclosure came
from Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne who reported
that APUA, with assis-
tance from the central gov-
ernment, has used these
funds to implement the
infrastructure to ensure a
ready supply of water to
consumers at a reasonable

PM: Over $135 million spent
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price.

PM Browne was speak-
ing on Thursday at the
handing over ceremony of
the Ffryes Beach Reverse

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that SANTOS MEDINA
CIPRIAN of Newgate Street is applying to the Minister
for Naturalisation and that any person who knows any
reason why Naturalisation should not be granted should
send a written and signed statement of the facts to the
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs.
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Osmosis Plant Expansion.

The expansion of the
plant, a gift from the gov-
ernment and people of Ja-
pan, now facilitates the
production of over 400
thousand gallons of water
per day.

He recalled that in
2016, the Cabinet, along
with APUA, developed a
policy to establish a bal-
ance between managing
the country’s fresh water
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supply and reverse osmosis
water production to meet
consumers’ water needs.

“By 2019, we rec-
ognised that we had to
move to anew policy where
one hundred percent of our
water supply would come
from reverse osmosis, due
primarily to our continuing
drought situation.

“For example, when
we were devising our earli-
er plans, we could not have
anticipated that by 2021
we would have the worst
drought since records were
being kept dating back to
1928,” the prime minister
revealed.

According to PM
Browne, the issue of cost
was also critical to both the
Cabinet and APUA.

“We wanted to provide

cont’d on pg 3
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water from fresh water and
RO sources at an afford-
able price. Currently, we
are providing water at a
rate of $22 per one thou-
sand gallons, which is
one of the least expensive
prices paid for water any-
where,” he declared.

The prime minister
urged the nation to become
active participants in mit-
igating Antigua and Bar-
buda’s water problem by
practicing water conserva-
tion at the individual level.

He said consumers
should be more responsi-
ble when using water and
adjust their use of the re-
source including reducing
the time spent in the show-
er and refraining from al-
lowing water to run con-
tinuously while washing
dishes.

He also stated that ev-
ery household in the coun-
try should practice water
harvesting by building cis-
terns or purchasing water
catchment tanks to collect
water from rainfall.

Browne said solving
the water problem will not
be an ‘overnight fix’ as
each RO plant takes up to
a year to build and sever-
al months to be shipped to
Antigua and Barbuda.

Utilities Minister, Sir
Robin Yearwood, outlined
the products of the many
investments by APUA over
the years to include the
plant at Pigeon Point and
the Ffryes Beach Reverse
Osmosis Plant commis-
sioned on Thursday.

Two additional plants

have been  purchased
which will be erected at
Fort James and Bethesda.

Also addressing the
ceremony yesterday was
APUA’s General Manag-
er, Esworth Martin, who
spoke of challenges faced
in implementing the gov-
ernment’s new water poli-
cies.

He disclosed that the

delivery of the plants from
the manufacturers in Dubai
has been quite difficult
because of shipping and
other constraints caused
by world supply chain in-
terruptions and shipping
issues that have been exac-
erbated by the pandemic.
Antigua’s daily water
consumption is 8 million
gallons. Currently, RO

supplies 6.5 million gal-
lons.

But according to the
Water Business Manager,
Ian Lewis, APUA is aim-
ing to generate 12 million
gallons daily by the end of
the year with the coming
addition of the Fort James
and Bethesda plants and
this latest expansion of the
plant at Ffryes Beach.
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needs of our customers.

Ffryes Beach Reverse Osmosis Plant Expansion

ST. JOHN’S Antigua, March 24th, 2022 - The government of Antigua and Barbuda established
a mandate of increasing water production in Antigua through the process of reverse osmosis
to one hundred percent. This aims to substitute the depleted surface and ground water
supply that has been significantly impacted due to the prolonged drought. Another
successful milestone was made along this journey is the successful expansion of the Ffryes
Beach Reverse Osmosis Plant.

Consultations between the Ministry of Agriculture and the People of Japan yielded a substantial gift
to expand the production capacity at Ffryes Reverse Osmosis Plant by an additional 400,000
gallons per day. This expansion has increased the daily production to 900,000 gallons per day
satisfying the residents and farmers of the southern communities.

The official handover ceremony was held at the Ffryes Beach Reverse Osmosis Plant on Thursday
24th March, 2022. Japan’s representative Ambassador Yutaka Matsubara expressed his country’s
commitment supporting agriculture and food security through a bilateral agreement between states

APUA’s General Manager Esworth Martin in his remarks noted that ‘it is difficult to overstate the
impact of Covid on APUA’s resources and plans’ but was adamant about fulfilling the mandate of
transforming and modernizing the Water Business Unit in congruence with the Government’s
mandate. Mr. Martin also highlighted that a rigorous mainline replacement is also set to commence
pending the arrival of additional high density poly ethylene (HDPE) pipes.

Two additional Reverse Osmosis plants have been purchased through funding from the Antigua
Commercial Bank and are scheduled for commissioning in June and September respectively:

. Installation of Fort James Reverse Osmosis Plant — 500,000 gallons per day

. Installation of Bethesda Reverse Osmosis Plant — 3,000,000 gallons per day

The effects of climate change have caused the scarcity of water to be classified as a global crisis.
We implore all residents to actively engage in water conservation practices, even irrespective that
we are surrounded by seawater. The process of reverse osmosis is a costly method and should be
conserved as much as possible.

APUA wishes to reaffirm its mandate of providing potable water to its customers and will continue
on its commitment to increase water production and storage capacity meeting and exceeding the
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More RO equlpment en route to St. John’s

The general manager
of Antigua Public Utilities
Authority says every effort
is being made to get the ad-
ditional Reverse Osmosis
Plants that were ordered im-
ported into the country.

Supply chain challeng-
es have resulted in delays in
the arrival of the equipment
needed to commission the
facilities to ensure improved
water supply to the utilities
company’s consumers.

As he addressed the
handing over ceremony of
the Ffryes Reverse Osmo-
sis Plant Expansion yes-
terday, Esworth Martin
explained the COVID-19
pandemic added to APUA’s
challenges.

But he assured that steps
are being taken to have the

Esworth Martin
equipment landed.

“This upgrade has been
delayed 17 months right
here. This plant arrived in
October, 2020 and because
of COVID, we were not able
to install and commission.
Our Japanese friends arrived
on January 21st, 2022 with

a projected end of February
commissioning timeline, and
through their diligence and
collaborative effort with our
team, we were able to test by
February 15th. The plant has
been operationalised since
then, distributing water all
the way to Ottos,” Martin

stated.

Keeping in mind the
need to improve the water
supply across the country,
the general manager said
APUA is working to get the
Fort James plant from the
manufacturer to St. John’s.
Additionally, materials for
the Bethesda plant are ex-
pected within weeks.

“The core equipment
should sail in June, and we
have September for the com-
missioning timeline for the
Bethesda three million gal-
lons per day plant.

“With a rigorous mains
replacement set to com-
mence as soon as the HGP
pipes arrive, I believe that
the mandate would have
been executed,” Esworth
Martin asserted.
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A Message from Antigua and Barbuda Transport Board
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Fuel subsidy takes effect for key sectors

The recent increases in
fuel prices are to remain in
place for now, but operators
in the key sectors of trans-
portation and fishing are
now benefiting from lower
prices due to a subsidy an-
nounced by the government.

This was one of the
key decisions made at this
week’s meeting of the Cabi-
net held on Wednesday.

Cabinet sources say taxi
and bus operators, along
with fisherfolk, are now eli-
gible to reap the benefit of a
twenty-five percent subsidy
in fuel prices.

“The Antigua and Bar-
buda Transport Board and
the Ministry for Fisheries
have developed a voucher
system that went into effect
Thursday.

“Under this arrange-
ment, transportation service
providers and fisherfolk will
receive a 25% reduction in
the cost of fuel.

“It means, therefore,
that taxi and bus fares will
remain the same for people
utilising these services, and
the price per pound for fish
and other seafood should
remain unchanged,” the
source revealed.

The issue of the rise in
fuel prices was discussed
at length this week among
Cabinet’s members.

It was noted that the
price of oil on the world
market has been trending
upwards for several weeks,
with the price per barrel
at one point surpassing
US$120.00.

The continued war in
Ukraine is having a negative
impact on global supply and
this has the effect of driving
up the per barrel cost.

“Moreover, while other
countries in the region have
incrementally [raised] their
price at the pumps for sev-
eral years, the price in Anti-
gua and Barbuda remained
the same to ensure there is
stability and predictability
in the cost of fuel, an ap-
proach that ensures prices
for other commodities such
as food remain stable. In

Entreproncurshio and

The New Workd of Work

doing so, the government
collected less Consumption
Taxes, and it is the case that
the government collected
only $1.7 million for this
month,” it was noted.

According to sources,
Antigua and Barbuda en-
joyed the lowest fuel prices
in the OECS before the re-
cent increase.

Cabinet has, however,
reaffirmed its commitment
to continue to monitor the
price of oil on the interna-
tional market and adjust the
price downwards when the
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price per barrel permits a re-
duction at the pumps.

Fuel prices in Antigua
and Barbuda rose from
$12.50 to $15.70 for gas-
oline and from $12.20 to
$15.50 for diesel over a
week ago.

The government an-
nounced that it was forced
to raise the price of fuel
because of the increases in
the price of oil on the world
market caused by, among
other things, the ongoing
war between Russia and
Ukraine.
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SLBMC extends some visiting hours

With the number of
new COVID-19 cases re-
maining in single digits
and a government support-
ed thrust to return life to
a semblance of normalcy,
the Sir Lester Bird Medi-
cal Centre (SLBMC) has
extended its visiting hours.

At the height of the
pandemic, visits to admit-
ted patients were suspend-
ed.

Beginning yesterday
however, the hospital ad-
vised that visiting hours
for some wards will now
take up a total of nine hours
spread over the course of
the day.

The new extended
hours, however, apply only
to the medical and surgical

wards.

The paediatric ward
and Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) will continue their
current reduced hours.

Those desirous of visit-
ing patients admitted to the
ICU are urged to call be-
fore visiting the hospital so

that they can be informed
of the requirements for
visits to that ward.
Persons visiting SLB-
MC are required to adhere
to all COVID-19 proto-
cols in place at the facili-
ty. These include wearing
masks and hand washing

and sanitisation.

SLBMC has indicated
that it will continue to re-
view the safety measures
in place at the hospital
and relax remaining re-
strictions, congruent with
changes related to the state
of COVID-19.
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OFFICER-INVOLVED
SHOOTING

Man shot by pol in stab

Investigations are ongo-
ing into an incident in which
23-year-old Ajante Browne
of Swetes was shot by the po-
lice.

Around 6:15pm  on
Wednesday 23rd March,
the police were called to a
residence in Swetes where
Browne, who was wanted in
connection with several re-
ports of threats and malicious
damage, was seen.

When the police arrived
at the property, Browne be-
came enraged and advanced
towards them while throwing
stones and other objects.

Several attempts were
made to bring the situation
under control, however, he
continued threatening the
lives of his family members
and the police while causing
damage to several properties.

As the situation escalat-
ed, Browne armed himself
and advanced towards the
police who shot him.

Browne was wounded in
the hand.

He was transported to the
Sir Lester Bird Medical Cen-

— -

ter, where a medical doctor
reported that his condition
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is stable and the injury not
life-threatening.

5:00PM-7:00PM (WOMENS ONLY

HOURS)

Sunday

10:00AM-3:00PM




FRIDAY 25TH MARCH 2022

PAGE 8

Local News

pofflaxpRESS

Ziggy Beazer’s committal
pushed to May

The man accused of murdering
64-year-old Jennings resident, Leroy
Caesar on 29th December, 2021, will
return to court on 19th May this year.

Ziggy Beazer, 31, who is alleged
to have killed Caesar at the St. John’s
Police Station lock up, was to have
appeared in the St. John’s Magis-
trates’ Court on Wednesday for com-
mittal proceedings, however for rea-
sons unknown, he was not taken from
the prison to appear before Acting
Chief Magistrate Dexter Wason.

According to information made
public by the police and Caesar’s
family, both men were being de-
tained at St. John’s Police station on
the fateful night when they got into
an altercation in the cell.
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Police discovered the elderly
Caesar unresponsive in the cell some
time after the fight and transported
him to the Sir Lester Bird Medical
Centre where he was pronounced
dead shortly before 11pm that same
night.

Beazer was charged with Cae-
sar’s murder on 1st January, 2022.

While it is unclear why either
man was in police custody last De-
cember, Beazer is no stranger to the
law.

Nine years ago, Beazer and
Dwayne “Little Man” Joseph were
charged with the 18th March, 2013,
shooting homicide of Jermaine “Six
Months” Destin in Villa.

In 2020, however, Beazer was

| .

Ziggy Beazer

deemed unfit to stand trial for that
crime after he was diagnosed with
schizophrenia in July that year.
Joseph, however, stood trial but
was ultimately acquitted of the crime.
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The jokes that have made people

laugh for thousands of years

By Matt Kenyon

The phrase “the old ones
are the best ones” might not
always be true. But some of
the oldest jokes in history are
still in use today. What makes
a good joke? It’s worth going
back a few thousand years to
find out.

After months spent por-
ing over medieval texts for her
PhD, Martha Bayless made a
surprising discovery. She was
looking at some of the earliest
jokes written in Latin by Cath-
olic scholars (some in excess
of 1,000 years old). Few had
ever been translated into En-
glish before, yet many were
still funny — and some even
made her laugh out loud.

Shortly after, while wait-
ing for her train, Bayless was
reading a copy of Truly Taste-
less Jokes 3 — a popular joke
anthology from 1983. She was
surprised to find, almost word
for word, a joke that she had
been transcribing just a day
earlier.

The joke lives up to the
“truly tasteless” promise of
the book. This is how it starts
in its 1,000-year-old format:
Two men were walking along
a road talking of this and that.
“What do you think,” says
one. “Which is more fun, defe-
cating or having sex?”

The other man ponders
the question before coming up
with a solution. I’ll spare you
the details, as it is a little rude
by today’s standards, but it in-
volved seeking the advice of a
sex worker.

It struck Bayless that
the joke had continued to be

shared through a spoken cul-
ture of joke-telling, starting
with the Latin text and culmi-
nating with her modern joke
book, without needing to be
written down for centuries in
between.

There is clearly something
in this joke that has kept it in
use to this day, even if it is
crass by today’s standards. But
what is it that is still tickling
audiences through the centu-
ries? And will some modern
jokes still be funny for thou-
sands of years to come? As a
comedy writer for BBC Radio
4,1 was interested to find out.

It seems that there are rec-
ognisable features in even the
earliest written jokes. Nation-
al Public Radio (NPR) in the
US suggested in 2016 that the
oldest recorded joke is from
Bronze Age Sumeria (an ear-
ly Mesopotamian civilisation
dating 3300-1200BC). The
joke goes: “What has never
happened since time immemo-
rial? A young wife has not fart-
ed on her husband’s lap.”

Needless to say, this joke
wouldn’t pack out comedy

clubs today. However, it is
striking that the earliest re-
corded joke is about toilet hu-
mour. The comic fixation with
the crude, bodily and down-
right scatological is no modern
invention, but instead is com-
mon in humour across cultures
and time.

Bayless, now a director of
folklore and public culture at
the University of Oregon, has
written a number of books on
early comedy. She says, “the
earliest jokes were dirty jokes.
People couldn’t resist them.”

Flatulence, for example,
is funny because it shows our
“uncontrollable physicality”,
says Anu Korhonen, a profes-
sor of cultural studies from the
University of Helsinki in Fin-
land.

She adds the role of farts
in early jokes was to represent
our shared humanity and the
equality of people, in an inter-
view for the university maga-
zine. Flatulence affects every-
one — no one can help it.

Some researchers suggest
that because humour brings us
together it might have an evo-

lutionary purpose. Perhaps our
ability to make light of bad sit-
uations helped us to overcome
them — by joining together in
laughter, we were able to rein-
force our social bonds. Some
scholars point to the existence
of teasing-like behaviours in
primates like chimpanzees as
evidence of an early evolu-
tionary origin of humour in
humans. However, captive
animals could be copying be-
haviours they have seen in us.
But not all rude jokes
translate well across cultures.
Peter McGraw, a professor
of marketing and psychology
at the University of Colorado
Boulder, explains that cultural
norms vary so widely, find-
ing a universally funny joke
is challenging. “Even some-
thing like belching has a cul-
tural element,” he says. “In
some cultures, to belch at the
table is highly offensive. If
your child does it, you might
laugh because they don’t know
any better. In other cultures, it
might mean ‘Thank you, that

was a wonderful meal’.”
cont’d on pg 11
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By the medieval period, many jokes
were so rude you might be forgiven that
they originated in bawdy inns and the less
salubrious corners of society. But that is
not the case at all, says Bayless. “It used
to be thought that you had the official
level of the [Catholic] Church that was
very effete and dignified, and people off
in [general society] making jokes — when
you do more investigation you find that
it’s the important people making the jokes
as well.”

Bayless has found that many of the
oldest written jokes were scribbled in the
margins of ornate early Latin Bibles. Even
in a culture where only academic and re-
ligious elites could read and write, early
Church scholars were busy entertaining
each other with smutty comments.

Jokes in the times of all-powerful
medieval monarchs were a risky busi-
ness. Bayless recounts a story where a
joke fell foul of English king Richard I.
“Two men had been ridiculing the king
at a drunken feast — the king was furious
and summoned the men. Clearly disaster
was about to befall the men, but then one
of them answered: ‘We might have said
those things, but that was nothing to what
we were going to say if the wine hadn’t
run out!””

It was a close shave for the men, as
“if they hadn’t come up with such a witty
reply, their fate would have been dire in-
deed”, says Bayless.

There is less risk of being dispatched
by an angry monarch these days, but read-
ing the room is still an important skill for
a comedian. McGraw says that effective
jokes are a “benign violation” always
walking a delicate balancing act between
too soft and too extreme. The purpose of
a benign violation is to elicit laughter and
disgust at the same time — which perhaps
explains why crude subject matter fea-
tures so commonly.

“It explains the two ways a joke can
fail,” adds McGraw. “That is that it can be
too benign and too boring, like a child’s
knock-knock joke. Or it can be too much
of a violation. It highlights how delicate
joke telling is because it’s easier to fail
than it is to succeed.” So, telling jokes is
serious business, and it requires a strong

capacity for understanding the audience.

In fact, McGraw suggests that raw
intelligence is the most effective indicator
for whether someone is funny (of course
a comedy writer would say that — Ed.).
Among our ancestors, humour indicat-
ed that someone had a strong command
of their surroundings. These jokes were
made in the context of low life expectan-
cy and a hostile world. But these funda-
mentals still hold in the modern day in our
approach to relationships, and McGraw
says “it’s important to recognise how en-
joyable it is to spend time with someone
who is funny, they have the propensity to
help you better cope with the difficulties
of the world”.

For example, jokes help us to subvert
emotional states. When dealing with dif-
ficult subject matters, a funny punchline
can distract us from the negative emo-
tions.

And what about the contemporary
panic about “cancel culture” in comedy?
For McGraw, this is not such a unique
moment in history.

“This phenomenon has been happen-
ing ever since there has been stand-up
comedy,” he says. As the two jesters from
Richard I’s court demonstrate, comedy
has always been risky, and the power has
always ultimately rested with the audi-
ence.

“What is wrong and what is OK is de-
termined not by the teller, but by the audi-
ence member, by the receiver, and by their
mood, the context they’re in, the number
of drinks they’ve had, their culture, their
identity,” continues McGraw.

If the power rests with the audience,
the comedian has a tricky task in pleas-
ing them. Stand-up comedian Catherine
Bohart knows this pressure well. “The
psychology of an audience is really inter-
esting because [if] you seem fine, they are
willing to trust you,” she says. “But if you
are being vulnerable, they can sniff out
that anxiety and vulnerability.”

It is an unusual arrangement to be
commanding so much attention for such
a long time, and audiences demand value.
Bohart is currently touring across the UK
and Ireland, and she agrees with McGraw
that, while there may be common themes
across thousands of years of comedy,

there is no single bit of stand-up materi-
al that works 100% of the time. Stand-up
comedy is risky precisely because the co-
median faces a fresh set of audience mem-
bers to win over each time.

Bohart says that audience laughter is
complicated. “The moment of shock can
stifle laughter. Anything we’re not sup-
posed to laugh at: death, mental health,
brutal self-deprecation. People can shy
away from laughing out loud.”

Stand-up comedy in recent years has
evolved at speed. Kylie Brakeman was
one of the early adopters of a new kind
of observational comedy that emerged at
the start of the pandemic. Her to-camera
Twitter videos have attracted millions of
views and kicked off an era in which the
day’s events can be parodied within min-
utes.

“It’s insane that we’re living in a world
where daily TV is too slow to keep up,”
says Brakeman. Online comedians are in-
creasingly at the bleeding edge of satire.
“If something happened in the news you
could jump on it right away. It’s an advan-
tage that online comedians have. Even if
you’re writing for a late night show, the
joke has already been made 17 times on
Twitter before the show airs at night.”

This type of modern comedy, which
dates in minutes, is a far cry from a joke
scribbled in the margins of a Latin text,
which needed to remain funny for the next
scholar at whichever time they stumbled
across it.

With this accelerated production pro-
cess comes a different set of risks. But
with an audience of millions kept behind
a screen, “bombing” online feels less cata-
strophic. Brakeman says, “If people like it,
then they like it. And if they don’t, they’re
really not thinking about it that much. I
think it’s much less of a severe thing than
bombing on stage, because it’s just a case
of getting no likes on something.”

Who knows what audiences thou-
sands of years in the future would think
if they unearthed videos of contemporary
comedians. Maybe they will look at the
cutting-edge comedy of today and see it
much like the Mesopotamian fart joke:
lacking in some of the finer cultural de-
tails, but with fundamentals that stand the
test of time.
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Seared Salmon in
Lemon Butter Sauce

Recipe By: Christopher Sinclair-McCalla
Ingredients:

1 Salmon Fillets, thawed and skinned
Salt and ground black pepper, to taste
2 tsp coconut oil

2 garlic cloves, minced

1/4 cup water

2 tbsp fresh lemon juice and lemon slices for garnish
3 tbsp butter

1/2 teaspoon honey

2 tablespoons fresh parsley, minced

Method:

1. Allow salmon to rest at room temperature 10 minutes. Slice each in half if the slices provided are too
large.

2. Dab both sides of salmon dry with paper towels, season both sides with salt and pepper.
3. Inasmall saucepan melt 1 teaspoon butter over medium heat.
4. Add garlic and sauté until lightly golden brown, about 1 - 2 minutes. Pour in water and lemon juice.

5. Let sauce simmer until it has reduced by half (to about 3 teaspoons), about 3 minutes. Stir in butter and
honey and whisk until combined, set sauce aside.

6. Heat coconut oil in a non-stick frying pan over medium-high heat.

7. Once the oil starts to smoke, add salmon and cook about 3 minutes on the first side until golden brown
on bottom then flip and cook salmon on opposite side until salmon has cooked through, about 3-4 min-
utes longer.

8. Plate salmon (leaving oil in pan) and drizzle each serving with the lemon butter sauce, on top of a bed
of sautéed callaloo and carrots.

9. Sprinkle with parsley, top with lemon slices and serve immediately.

bl
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‘Halo’ braves turning the game into a
series without much creatlve spark

By Brian Lowry

“Halo” isn’t the first vid-
eogame to become a movie
or TV show, and it certainly
won’t be the last. But the se-
ries faces a formidable chal-
lenge crafting a Paramount+
show around the contours of
the game, one that it seeks
to master largely by slap-
ping together pieces of es-
tablished properties -- a lit-
tle “RoboCop” here, a bit of
“Starship Troopers” there,
and a whole lot of “The
Mandalorian.”

That’s not necessari-
ly all bad, and the series
generally looks splashy, al-

Pablo Schreiber (centre) plays Master Chief in ‘Halo’ on Paramount+.

though the action is heavily
frontloaded in the first of the
episodes previewed. But nor
does it feel special or dis-
tinctive, and while commit-
ted players might welcome
seeing this world fleshed
out, the derivative touch-
es can’t help but make the
whole exercise feel generic,

but not much creative spark.

Set in 2552, the series
opens with the denizens of
the planet Madrigal fight-
ing for independence from
Earth, before they’re at-
tacked by ugly and mur-
derous alien invaders. The
battle looks completely lost
until the intervention by a
unit of Spartans, super-sol-

diers said to be worth 100

Marines each, later de-
scribed by Earth’s resident
mad scientist (Natascha
McElhone) as “enhanced

and trained for one purpose:
To fight for us.”

The mission brings the
Spartan leader, Master Chief
John 117 (“The Wire’s”
Pablo Schreiber), into con-

tact with a strange artifact
that risks jolting him out of
his carefully programmed
stupor. He also rescues a
young girl, Kwan (Yerin
Ha), creating the stop-if-
you’ve-heard-this-before
framework of an armoured
warrior protecting a vulner-
able minor that he squires

exhibiting a lot of hardware

cont’d on pg 14

Miley Cyrus’ plane forced to make emergency

By Chloe Melas

Miley Cyrus was on her way to
Paraguay when her flight had to make
an emergency landing.

The singer posted a message
Wednesday to her fans on her Insta-
gram, telling them that the plane had
been struck by lightning. The post in-
cluded a video of a flash of lightning
seen from one of the plane’s windows.

Cyrus was headed to perform at
the Asunciénico music festival.

“To my fans and everyone worried

Miley Cyrus
after hearing about my flight to Asun-

cién,” Cyrus wrote. “Our plane was
caught in a major unexpected storm
and struck by lightning. My crew,
band, friends and family who were

landing after bemg struck by lightning

all traveling with me are safe after an
emergency landing. We were unfor-
tunately unable to fly into Paraguay. I
LOVE YOU.”

Cyrus posted a photo of where the
plane was struck and the damage done
by the lightning.

Weather conditions were so bad
in Paraguay that the first day of the
festival was cancelled. That means
that other artists including Foo Fight-
ers, Machine Gun Kelly and Doja Cat
were unable to perform.
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Atlanta Caribbean Carnival 2022: The Next

Great North American Carmval Experience

By Entertainment Junkie

Hot on the heels of the =
recent Trinidad & Tobago
‘Taste of Carnival’, the At-
lanta Caribbean Carnival
Bandleaders Association
(ACCBA) is preparing to
serve a whole buffet of Ca-
ribbean culture this May in
the centre of Georgia’s en-
ergetic capital city with the
2022 edition of the beloved
‘Atlanta Caribbean Carni-
val’.

Atlanta Caribbean Car-
nival’, which has been in
existence for 35 years, takes

g

ATLANTA CARIBBEAN

CARNIVALY:

various backgrounds can
.~ observe and embrace it. We
want folks to come out and
see what the Caribbean has
to offer so the festival can
be a platform for encourag-
ing tourism for the entire re-
gion.”

The famous annual
downtown Atlanta tradition
has previously attracted ce-
lebrities such as stars from
the Love & Hip Hop and
Real Housewives TV show
franchises and will this year
feature the participation of
Jamaican Reggae singer, ac-

£

place from 27th - 30th May
2022 and is already gearing
up to be a major highlight of
the Memorial Day Weekend
(the unofficial start of the US
Summer festival season).
With all of the buzz fol-
lowing last October’s Miami
Carnival, online communi-
ties of international carnival
enthusiasts have been refer-
ring to the upcoming ATL
extravaganza as ‘The Next
Great North-American Car-
nival Experience’ on the cal-
endar. The event’s organizers

into curating an unforgetta-
ble holiday weekend affair.
Attendees can expect lively
fetes, J’ouvert, a wide array
of cross-cultural food ven-
dors, a beautiful display of
costumes (inclusive of Car-
nival Queens) at the parade,
and an unmatched line-up of
the region’s top performers
onstage at the Atlanta Carni-
val festival village.

This year’s entertainment
cast includes St. Vincent’s
Skinny Fabulous, T&T’s
Nadia Batson, Barbados’ Lil
Rick & Edwin Yearwood, St.

Lucia’s Motto, and Grena-
da’s Tallpree. During 2022’s
Atlanta Caribbean Carnival,
Skinny Fabulous will also
be honoured with a procla-
mation by the city of Atlanta
and will serve as Grand Mar-
shall at this year’s parade.
Regarding the impor-
tance of hosting the upcom-
ing festival within the met-
ropolitan area of downtown
Atlanta, ACCBA President
Patricia Henry shared, “It is
very important to showcase
the culture in mainstream
settings where persons from

tress, model, and brand am-
bassador D’ Angel.

Most notably, the 2022
festival will support the ef-
forts of charitable organiza-
tion ‘Blessed Hands Gen-
erous Hearts’. The overall
mission of the ACCBA is for
the city to have one major,
truly united Carnival celebra-
tion and to continually use
the festival to promote re-
spect and equality for Atlan-
ta’s Caribbean community.
‘Atlanta Caribbean Carnival’
takes place May 27th-30th
2022.

have put all of their energies

cont’d from pg 13
across the galaxy.

There’s a bit more to it than that,
including glimpses of The Covenant,
an alien command centre that resem-
bles a giant floating mushroom. The
producers (a long roster that includes
Steven Spielberg) also incorporate a
nod to what’s come before by casting
“2001: A Space Odyssey” star Keir
Dullea in a supporting role, as Mas-
ter Chief returns to his home planet,
Reach, and a new set of bureaucracy

and challenges.

“Halo” has gone through a series
of creative contortions through the
years -- including plans for a movie,
then a series, and input from different
showrunners -- before landing at Par-
amount+, and that history appears ev-
ident in the hodgepodge nature of the
enterprise.

Essentially, the streaming service’s
bet is that some of those millions of
players will be curious enough to
check it out -- a reasonable assumption

based on the viability of concepts like
“Tomb Raider” and the recent “Un-
charted,” if hardly a sure thing.

At one point, someone marvels
that the alien object in Master Chief’s
possession is “like nothing I’ve ever
seen.”

Yet the main problem with “Halo”
is that if you’re at all familiar with the
movies mentioned above and their ilk,
it actually feels like bits and pieces
of everything you’ve ever seen, just
wrapped up in shiny new armour.
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Barbadian Kiddies to play mas - but at school

By Katrina King

Kiddies Kadooment is not re-
turning for Crop Over 2022, but that
doesn’t mean children will be exempt
from playing mas. Chief cultural offi-
cer at the National Cultural Foundation
(NCF), Andrea Wells announced that the
Culture Ministry has partnered with the
Ministry of Education, Technological
and Vocational Training to orchestrate
an immersive School Masquerade Proj-
ect from April to July.

While providing updates on Crop
Over 2022, during a press conference at
Queen’s Park Gallery on Tuesday, Wells ~ Kiddies Kadooment 2017
explained that Junior Kadooment band Following the individual parades, school jumps as presentations of Junior
camps will go into the schools and teach  the NCF will record and package the Kadooment for the public to view.
the students about designing and con-

ceptualising their own costumes. The P Olnte Xpr (ZAN\Y We e ke nd P uZZIe

costumes will then be presented over a _ AcroOssS DOWN
series of parade days’ Coinciding with 1) Actor Guinness 43) Nero's robe 1) Bushy hair style
5) Journalist Boothe Luce 44) Arust's plaster 2) Clear's partner
the last week of school. 10) Things to repent for 435) Poem type 3) Coastal eagle
« . 14) "Do yvou take me 46) A tool for 55-Across 4) It's due for a paddling
The idea was we want to celebrate fionl ™ 449) lee Follies venue 5) One in jail
L . _ 15) Gobi green 50) Bird's beak 6) Drop back
creat1V1ty. WC Wanted to glVC the cre 16) Bright brain concoction 51) Extremely deep sleep 7) Largest continent
atives who normally express themselves 17) Using more and more credit 53) And others, for short £) "The Lord of the "
. K i 207y O1d-fashioned music hall ~ 55) The grim one and others 9) Hawve great respect for
in that medlum’ an opportunlty but 21) Eternal 58) Short summary, for short 10} Fries, often
. e . 22) Immature salamanders 62) Promoting 11) Caesar's bad day
meanwhile minimise any sort of inter- 25)Goto __ (deteriorate) 65) Good bit of land 12) Bills on birds
. . . i 26) Almanac feature 66) Acts of the Apostles? 13) Obeved "Down in front!™
action or cross-contamination - if indeed 29) Afier the deadline 67) Many household pets 18) Receivables
: 31) Worked hard 68) "Use" homophone 19} Fake butter
there ShOUId be a Splke or an Outbreak' 35) Altar avowal 69 Leave the flock 23) Uber competitor
So by keeping it within the SChOOlS, the 36) Zinc ___ 70y Leader in home 24) Emulate an angry bee
. 38) Like desert growth entertainment? 26) Some baseball gear
schools have essentially become a bub- | 39) Revealing 27) Committee type
28) Bess' love
ble- 30) Lawn straightener
171 . : 32) Disclose
The idea was how can we give the 33) Wear away
creatives any opportunity to practice 34) Star in Cygnus
) ) Y . PP .. ,y, p AN OFFENSIVE PUZZLE By Henrv Quagters 37) Borden cow
their skills while minimising a poten- [~ F [ F F e 40) Bran muffin alternatives
413" It Romantic?”

tial negative impact of our children and
school population. And we agreed that
not only is this an opportunity for them
to introduce some of their creativity to
their schools and teach children some of
those skills but also have an opportunity
to have it showcased to the schools at the
end of the school term,” Wells expand-
ed.

42) Amusement park racing vehicle

47) Arizona Indian

48) Corrects text

52) In-group lingo

54) "Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous™
host

535) "Con mucho dinero”

56) Beige shade

57) "Judge Judy" hopeful

59) "Bye bye"

60) Crafts partner

61) "Hev ... over here”

62) Mary _ Cosmetics

63) After-hours school grp.

64) Mot outgoing

The chief cultural officer added that
the students will be exposed to more
than the “jump and wave” aspect of the
festival, but delve into the history and in-
tricacies of designing.
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Prince William calls slavery “abhorrent”,
Jamaica PM says “We’re movmg on”

Huffington Post - Prince
William expressed his “pro-
found sorrow” when speak-
ing about slavery during a
state dinner held by Sir Pat-
rick Allen, the governor-gen-
eral of Jamaica, on Wednes-
day.

“I strongly agree with my
father, the Prince of Wales,
who said in Barbados last
year that the appalling atroc-
ity of slavery forever stains
our history,” William said in
his speech, referencing com-
ments Prince Charles made
while attending Barbados’
ceremony to remove his
mother, Queen Elizabeth, as
head of state in November.

“I want to express my
profound sorrow. Slavery
was abhorrent. And it should
never have happened,” Wil-
liam said, according to video
captured by ITV News royal
editor Chris Ship. “While the
pain runs deep, Jamaica con-
tinues to forge its future with
determination, courage and
fortitude.”

The Duchess of Cambridge and Prime Minister of Jamaica
Andrew Holness watch as Prince William, Duke of Cambridge
speaks on stage during a dinner hosted by the Governor Gen-
eral of Jamaica at King’s House on March 23. [Credit: Samir
Hussein via Getty Images]

come at a precarious time
for the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge, who have been
plagued by protests on their
royal tour of the Caribbean
during the queen’s Platinum
Jubilee year. After protests
over the Cambridges’ pres-
ence in Belize, Jamaicans
held a demonstration in
Kingston at the British High
Commission on Tuesday
ahead of the royal couple’s
arrival. The protest, orga-
nized by the Advocates Net-

that lists “60 reasons for apol-
ogies and reparations from
Britain and its royal family.”

A Bahamian organization
also released a response to the
Cambridges’ impending visit
to the Bahamas, asking them
to acknowledge and apol-
ogize for the British royal
family’s role in colonization
and to make reparations pay-
ments.

On Tuesday, The Inde-
pendent reported that Jamai-
ca was in the process of re-

the country’s head of state,
something Prime Minister
Andrew Holness had spoken
about in December and that
has long been a topic of dis-
cussion in the country.

Holness addressed the
country’s desire to become
a republic during a meeting
with the Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge on Wednesday.

“There are issues here
which are - as you would
know - unresolved. But your
presence here gives an op-
portunity for those issues
to be placed in context, put
front and centre, and to be
addressed in as best we can,”’
Holness told the royals.

“But Jamaica is, as you
would see, a country that is
very proud of our history and
very proud of what we have
achieved,” he told the royals.
“And we are moving on. And
we intend to attain, in short
order, our development goals
and fulfil our true ambitions
and destiny as an indepen-
dent, developed, prosperous

William’s comments

work, included an open letter

moving Queen Elizabeth as

country.”

Cuba says fuel shortages due to spike
in demand, troubles at power plant

Reuters - Cuba’s government sa1d
on Wednesday a spike in demand for
fuel, caused in part by the failure of the
country’s largest power plant last week,
had led to fuel shortfalls at service sta-
tions nationwide, prompting hours-long
queues for gasoline.

Lines of cars, buses, trucks and mo-
torcycles as long as a kilometre formed
at gas stations in Cuba’s capital this
week, piling fresh frustration atop a bit-
ing economic crisis that has already left

food and medicine in short supply across
the island.

Ruling Communist Party newspa-
per Granma said Cupet, the national fuel
distributor, had been forced to deliver
more gas and diesel recently to service
stations as well as the country’s back-
up system of smaller generation plants
called into action after the Antonio Guit-
eras power plant broke down last week.

“The distribution of diesel and gaso-
line to service centres in the country has

Cars line up for 7gas in Havana, Cuba,
March 21, 2022. REUTERS/Stringer

been affected in recent days due, among
other causes, to an increase in demand,”
cont’d on pg 18
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Human rights group decries
deportation to ‘chaos’ in Haiti

AP - Human Rights Watch released
a report Thursday demanding the U.S.
and other countries stop deporting Hai-
tians to their homeland, calling it “un-
conscionable” and warning that they
are putting people’s lives in danger.

More than 25,700 people have
been deported to Haiti from January
2021 to February 2022, with 79% of
them alone expelled by the U.S., ac-
cording to the International Organiza-
tion for Migration.

“Haitians and their children, many
born abroad, are being returned to a
country in chaos,” said César Mufioz,
senior Americas researcher with Hu-
man Rights Watch, a non-profit orga-
nization based in New York.

Haiti’s turmoil deepened signifi-
cantly in the past year with inflation,
kidnappings and violence spiking as
the country tries to recover from the
July 7 assassination of President Jo-
venel Moise and a 7.2 magnitude
earthquake that struck in mid-August,
killing more than 2,200 people and de-
stroying or damaging tens of thousands
of homes. Jobs also have become even
scarcer in a country of more than 11
million people where 60% of the pop-
ulation makes less than $2 a day.

In addition, gangs have grown
more powerful amid ongoing political
instability, with reported kidnappings
soaring by 180% and homicides by
17% in the past year, according to a
report by the United Nations Securi-
ty Council. An estimated 19,000 peo-
ple have lost their homes due to gang
violence, and many are still living in
temporary shelters in extremely unhy-
gienic conditions.

“Port-au-Prince is now hell,” said
Cassandra Petit, a 39-year-old mother
of two whose partner was killed last
year when he went back to the home

Haitians deported from the United States
try to board the same plane in which they
were deported, in an attempt to return to
the United States, on the tarmac of the
Toussaint Louverture airport in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021. (AP
Photo/Odelyn Joseph, File)

they had fled amid ongoing gang vi-
olence to retrieve clothes and school
backpacks for their children. “He nev-
er returned.”

She is now staying with her for-
mer partner’s cousin and tries to make
some money by selling used clothes,
but “it’s not every day that you make
asale.”

“When I come back, I don’t know
what the kids will eat in the evening,”
she said. “I start to cry before I make it
to the house.”

The U.N.’s Food and Agriculture
Organization recently reported that
some 4.5 million people across Haiti
require urgent assistance given a se-
vere lack of food.

Muiioz said no one should be de-
porting people to Haiti given those
conditions.

“It is unconscionable that any gov-
ernment would send people to Haiti
while it experiences such a deteriora-
tion in security and a heightened risk
to everyone’s life and physical integri-
ty,” he said.

He also decried a public health law
known as Title 42 created under former

U.S. President Donald Trump that the
administration of U.S. President Joe
Biden has used to quickly expel Hai-
tians and fly them to their homeland,
barring them from trying to seek asy-
lum in the U.S. Most of the Haitian mi-
grants detained in recent months along
the U.S.-Mexico border in Texas have
been deported under that law.

Muiioz also noted that there is no
system in place in Haiti to track or
help deportees, and that civil society
members have told Human Rights
Watch that the deportees are at risk of
being kidnapped because gangs think
they have money for travel or relatives
abroad who can pay ransoms.

The arrival of thousands of deport-
ees puts an even bigger strain on re-
sources that already were severely lim-
ited in Haiti. Many had left the country
years ago as they fled an economic
crisis that worsened in the aftermath
of a 7.0 magnitude quake that struck
in 2010, killing an estimated 300,000
people. Many of them lived in coun-
tries including Chile and Brazil before
trying to reach the U.S. as the pandem-
ic dried up jobs.

Among those trying to survive
Haiti’s deteriorating situation is Jertha
Marie-Paul, 61, who lived for nearly
half a century in the Port-au-Prince
community of Martissant — ground
zero for warring gangs — before the
uncontrolled violence split up her fam-
ily and forced her to move. She now
stays at a friend’s house where she
sleeps in a corner on a flimsy foam
mattress.

“I’'m living in conditions that I’ve
never lived before in my life,” she said,
adding that she even has to buy buck-
ets of water for 10 gourdes (nine U.S.
cents) each because the utilities don’t
work. “Nothing is easy around here.”
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PAHO calls for increased
investments in Tuberculosis serwces

Loop - The Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) calls for urgent
investment in resources, support, care
and information for the fight against
tuberculosis (TB), as the COVID-19
pandemic reverses gains made against
one of the world’s deadliest infections.

World Tuberculosis Day is ob-
served on March 24 each year to raise
awareness of one of the world’s top
infectious killers and catalyse action
to address its devastating health, so-
cial, and economic impact around the
world.

The theme of World TB Day 2022
is “Invest to End TB. Save Lives.”

Every day, more than 70 people
die and 800 fall ill from TB in the
Americas.

While efforts to combat the dis-
ease have saved more than 1.2 million
lives in the region since 2000, yearly
deaths have increased by an estimated
3,000 in 2020 due to interruptions in
essential services.

“People with TB are among the
most marginalised and vulnerable in
society, and face barriers to accessing
life-saving care,” said Marcos Espinal,
Director for Communicable Diseases
and Environmental Determinants of
Health at PAHO.

“All necessary steps must be taken
to fully restore TB services disrupted
by the pandemic, especially for the
most vulnerable. Investing more in TB

will save millions of lives, including
children.”

An estimated 18,300 children aged
15 years and under live with TB in
the Americas, yet more than half lack
access to diagnosis and treatment ser-
vices.

COVID-19 has also had a dispro-
portionate impact on children and ado-
lescents with TB, leading to increased
transmission in the household, a re-
duction in active surveillance, lack of
access to health services, and limited
follow-up treatment.

This week, the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) released updated
guidelines for the management of TB
in children and adolescents.

They include recommendations for
expanded diagnostic testing and treat-
ment, medicines to treat drug resis-
tant-TB in children, and new models
of decentralised and integrated care to
improve access to care and preventive
treatment closer to home.

“Children and adolescents with TB
are lagging behind adults in access to
prevention and care,” said Dr Tereza
Kasaeva, Director of WHO’s Global
TB Programme.

“The WHO guidelines are a ga-
mechanger for children and adoles-
cents, helping them access diagnosis
and care sooner, leading to better out-
comes and cutting transmission.”

Although 66 million lives around

the world have been saved since 2000,
TB deaths increased in 2020 for the
first time in over a decade.

Ongoing conflicts across Eastern
Europe, Africa and the Middle East
have further exacerbated the situation
for vulnerable populations.

Increased investment in TB ser-
vices and research would accelerate
the recovery of gains against the dis-
ease.

Global spending on TB diagnos-
tics, treatment and prevention in 2020
were less than half of the global target
of US$ 13 billion annually by 2022.

According to WHO, an additional
US$ 1.1 billion per year is needed for
research and development.

cont’d from pg 16

reported Granma.

The Antonio Guiteras
plant came back online Tues-
day. Cupet said it continues
to make ‘“enormous efforts
to guarantee the usual supply
(of fuel) to the economy and
the population,” according to
the Granma report.

On Wednesday in Hava-
na, long lines at service sta-
tions once again formed early
throughout the city. Tourists
driving rental cars were giv-
en preferred access to two
service stations in the capital,
according to local media.

A Matanzas provincial
official told a local state-

owned newspaper late last
week that rationing in that
province, which began Sun-
day, would be temporary and
was primarily due to distribu-
tion issues, not fuel shortages.

Cuba’s fuel supply has
grown increasingly precari-
ous In recent years, according
to experts, as U.S. sanctions

have complicated imports
and both domestic production
and refining have declined.

Russia’s  invasion of
Ukraine and related sanctions
and boycotts have led to in-
creased oil prices and con-
cerns over supply globally,
further complicating Cuba’s
efforts.
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North Korea fires first
suspected ICM since 2017

CNN - North Korea has
fired what is believed to be its
first intercontinental ballistic
missile ICBM) in more than
four years as Western leaders
gather in Brussels for a secu-
rity summit.

The suspected ICBM
flew to an altitude of 6,000
kilometres (3,728 miles) and
to a distance of 1,080 kilome-
tres (671 miles) with a flight
time of 71 minutes before
splashing down in waters
off Japan’s western coast on
Thursday, according to Ja-
pan’s Défense Ministry.

Thursday’s launch is
North Korea’s 11th of the
year, including one on March
16 which is presumed to have
failed. Analysts said the test
could be the longest-range
missile yet fired by North Ko-
rea, exceeding its last ICBM
launch in November 2017.

Japan’s Vice Défense
Minister Makoto Oniki told
reporters Thursday the mis-
sile’s altitude would suggest
itis a “new type of ICBM,” a
potential sign North Korea is

)
Kim Jong Un

closer to developing weapons
capable of targeting the Unit-
ed States.

The US joined allies
South Korea and Japan in
strongly condemning the
launch Thursday and called
on North Korea to refrain
from further destabilising
acts.

US President Joe Biden is
currently in Belgium, where
he is attending a G7 summit
alongside Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida. The
gathering is part of a series
of meetings, including an ex-
traordinary NATO summit, as

Western leaders seek to align
their responses to Russia’s
brutal invasion of Ukraine.
A European Council meeting
will also take place Thursday.

According to analysts,
the recent spate of North Ko-
rean missile tests suggest the
country’s leader, Kim Jong
Un, is attempting show an
increasingly turbulent world
that Pyongyang remains a
player in the struggle for
power and influence.

“North Korea refuses to
be ignored and may be trying
to take advantage of global
preoccupation with the war in

Ukraine to force a fait accom-
pli on its status as a nuclear
weapons state,” Leif-Eric
Easley, associate professor
of international studies at
Ewha Woman’s University in
Seoul, told CNN.

“North Korea is nowhere
near initiating aggression on
the scale of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. But Pyongyang’s
ambitions likewise exceed
self-defence as it wants to
overturn the post-war secu-
rity order in Asia, added Ea-
sley.

Thursday’s  test also
comes just two weeks after
South Korea elected a new
conservative President, Yoon
Suk Yeol, who is expected
to take a harder line against
North Korea than outgoing
office holder President Moon
Jae-in.

In response to Thursday’s
suspected ICBM test, South
Korea’s military launched
several warning missiles for
the first time since 2017, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS)
said in a text sent to reporters.

U.S. announces new Russian sanctions, plans
to admit thousands of Ukrainian refugees

NBC - The U.S. announced a
package of new sanctions against Rus-
sia and further aid for Ukrainian refu-
gees as President Joe Biden looked to
rally the leaders of some of the world’s
most powerful democracies to increase
their efforts to aid Ukraine in a series
of high-stakes meetings.

The U.S. said it would place ad-
ditional sanctions on more than 400

Russians and Russian entities, includ-
ing the Duma and more than 300 of
its members, along with more than 40
defence companies, said a senior ad-
ministration official. It also plans to
take additional steps to prevent Russia
from attempting to prop up its econo-
my.

The White House also announced
it would allow as many as 100,000

Ukrainians to enter the U.S., with a fo-
cus on those who are most vulnerable.
The administration is also prepared to
offer more than $1 billion in addition-
al funding towards humanitarian assis-
tance and $11 billion over the next five
years to address food security threats
after the disruptions to the Russian and
Ukrainian agricultural industry.
cont’d on pg 20
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Rich countries getting new COVID
vaccine before poorer ones

AP - The company behind a
COVID-19 vaccine touted as a key
tool for the developing world has
sent tens of millions of doses to
wealthy nations but provided none
yet to the U.N.-backed effort to sup-
ply poorer countries, a sign that in-
equity persists in the global response
to the pandemic.

COVAX had planned to make
available 250 million doses from
Novavax by March, but the U.N.
agency in charge of deliveries says
the first shipments now likely won’t
be made until April or May.

It wasn’t supposed to be this way.
CEPI, one of the organizations lead-
ing COVAX, gave Novavax $388
million to fast-track the vaccine’s
development, aimed at making the

shot available in poorer countries
as the pandemic was exploding two
years ago.

The investment guaranteed CO-
VAX the “right of first refusal” to the
first Novavax doses, but the deal ap-
plied only to factories in the Czech
Republic, South Korea and Spain,
said CEPI spokesman Bjorg Dyst-
vold Nilsson.

There are other factories that
aren’t part of the deal — and their
shots are going elsewhere.

The Serum Institute of India, the
world’s largest vaccine maker, has
manufactured millions of Novavax
doses.

According to India’s Ministry
of External Affairs and the institute,
more than 28.9 million of those dos-

es were sent to the Netherlands in
January and February, while Austra-
lia received about 6 million doses.
Indonesia also received about 9 mil-
lion doses in December.

Thousands of other Novavax dos-
es were also shipped from a Nether-
lands factory to other EU countries.

“Whatever the reason, a vaccine
that was believed to be highly suit-
able for poor countries is now in
large part going to rich countries,”
said Zain Rizvi, a drug policy expert
at the U.S. advocacy group Public
Citizen.

“It’s tragic that in year three of
the pandemic, we still cannot get the
resources, attention and political will
to solve vaccine inequity.”

cont’d on pg 21

cont’d from pg 19

The additional efforts
come as senior administra-
tion officials say Biden is
trying to raise pressure on
other nations to increase
their support to Ukraine as
he himself has been under
pressure himself at home to
do more as he attends a se-
ries of summits Thursday.

Biden attended an emer-
gency gathering of NATO
leaders in the morning

U. S. Prés/dent Joe Biden

Biden’s meeting with the
European Union leaders
about a plan to reduce Eu-
ropean dependence on oil
from Russia.

Along with the new
sanctions, the U.S. and oth-
er members of the G7 and
the EU will also announce
plans to try to blunt the
Central Bank of Russia’s
ability to prop up its econo-
my by making clear that any
transaction involving gold

where a senior administra-
tion official at the meeting
described the mood as hav-
ing been “sober, it’s been
resolute and it’s been in-
credibly united.”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy also
addressed the meeting,
where he requested contin-
ued and increased security
assistance. But he didn’t re-

peat his request for a no-fly
zone or NATO membership
— two moves the group has
rejected, the senior adminis-
tration official said.

The NATO summit will
be followed by a meeting
with leaders of the Group
of Seven leading industrial
nations and an address to
European Union leaders, the
White House said.

Biden was also expect-
ed to discuss the long-term
U.S. military posture in Eu-
rope with the allies, as well
as how the countries would
respond if Russia were to
carry out nuclear or chemi-
cal warfare, National securi-
ty adviser Jake Sullivan

Sullivan said the group
would also have an an-
nouncement Friday after

related to the Central Bank
of Russia is prohibited, said
a senior administration offi-
cial.

The G7 also plans to
jointly say that international
organizations and multilat-
eral corporations should no
longer conduct their activ-
ities with Russia in a busi-
ness-as-usual manner, said
the second official.
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The delay is the lat-

est setback for COVAX,
which has been repeatedly
hit by supply problems and
has missed numerous tar-
gets to share doses.

Last year, WHO’s di-
rector-general Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus de-
cried the chasm in vaccine
supplies between rich and
poor countries as a “cata-
strophic moral failure.”

Vaccine availability has
been improving in poorer
regions recently, but logis-
tical problems persist.

According to data from
Oxford University, only
about 14% of people in
low-income countries have
received at least one dose
of COVID-19 vaccine.
More than 680 million
doses of COVAX-provided
vaccines remain unused or
have expired, according to
government data.

Even with vaccine sup-
plies improving, some of-
ficials were eagerly await-
ing the Novavax vaccine in
particular because it is eas-
ier to transport and store
than some other coronavi-
rus shots.

They also hoped it
might be more enticing to
people sceptical of the As-
traZeneca vaccine, which
suffered through a botched
rollout in Europe.

Countries  including
Zimbabwe, the Central Af-
rican Republic and Kiribati
were among those in line to
be offered Novavax doses
by March from COVAX.

Before the pandem-
ic, Novavax was a small

»”

American company that
had never brought any
vaccine to market. Its shots
have proven highly effec-
tive, but it is relying heav-
ily on other companies to
make them.

The company, strug-
gling to scale up produc-
tion, also has delayed de-
livery to other countries,
including some in the Eu-
ropean Union. COVAX is
supposed to receive more
than 1 billion Novavax

doses.

In a statement, the
Gaithersburg, Maryland,
company  acknowledged

that it had yet to share any
shots with the vaccines al-
liance Gavi, which fronts
the COVAX effort, but said
it stands ready to do so.
“We continue to work
with Gavi to reach our

A worker moves boxes carrying Novavax’s COVID-19 vaccine at SK Bioscience C

shared goal of ensuring
global access to our pro-
tein-based vaccine where it
is needed most,” Novavax
said.

Gavi suggested part
of the delay is that the
Novavax vaccine wasn’t
authorized by WHO un-
til December. Gavi said
it planned to allocate
Novavax in the future
and was “in close touch
with the manufacturer
and expects the supply to
be available for delivery
when countries need it.”

Health officials also
worry that the urgency to
vaccinate people every-
where against COVID-19
has disappeared — espe-
cially as many countries
roll back precautions and
the world’s attention is di-
verted.

o. in Andong,
South Korea, on Feb. 9, 2022. Before the pandemic, Novavax was a small American company
that had never brought any vaccine to market. Its shots have proven highly effective, but it is re-
lying heavily on other companies to make them. (Kim Hyun-tae/Yonhap via AP, File)

]

“Rich countries have
moved on from COVID
and everyone is fixated
on the war in Ukraine, but
COVID-19 remains an
acute crisis for most peo-
ple in the world,” said Ritu
Sharma, a vice-president at
the charity CARE.

She said COVAX was
still desperately short of
vaccines and that based on
the current pace of vacci-
nation, the world was still
“years and years” away
from immunizing enough
people to stop future
COVID-19 waves.

Other experts said it
was incumbent on public
health agencies to ensure
their investments into vac-
cines would benefit poor
countries and to be more
transparent about what
went wrong.
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Unlikely fightback rescues England in Grenada

Jack Leach and Saqib
Mahmood were England's
unlikely saviours after
the tourists' top order col-
lapsed on day one of the
decisive third Test against
West Indies.

On a lively pitch, En-
gland crumbled to 114-9
before Leach and Mah-
mood shared a crucial
last-wicket partnership of
90 in Grenada.

Mahmood was bowled
in the final over of the day
for 49, his highest score in
professional cricket, but
not before he and Leach
had dragged England to
204.

That represents an ad-
mirable recovery from
England, who were facing
being dismissed below 100
when they fell from 23-0
to 90-8 earlier in the day.

Captain Joe Root was
caught behind for a duck in
the morning session while
three wickets fell for no
runs in an abject spell af-
ter lunch - England unable
to deal with the movement
found by West Indies' pace
attack.

But as the ball softened
and pitch flattened out,
Leach, who finished 41
not out, stoutly stopped the
procession of wickets be-
fore he and Mahmood add-
ed valuable runs, including
one fine Mahmood six.

They ensured En-
gland's bid to earn a first
series win in the Caribbean
since 2004, which would
also halt their miserable
run in Tests, was not all but

over on the opening day.

The  previous two
Tests in this series have
been played on flat bat-
ting tracks, England show-
ing positive signs in two
draws, but in Grenada,
top-order wickets tumbled
with the same depressing
familiarity as during their
4-0 Ashes defeat.

When Mahmood and
Leach came together the
highest partnership in
the innings was the ninth
wicket stand of 24 between
Leach and Chris Woakes,
who made an important 25
before becoming the third
batter to be clean bowled.

Batting became much
easier as the seam move-
ment of earlier lessened,
but that should not take
away from Leach and
Mahmood's performance.

Third Test, St George's,
Grenada (day one):

England 204 Mahmood 3-40, Mayers 2-13
49, Leach 41%*; Seales West Indies: Yet to bat
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ABBWF national and novice
competitions share the stage in June

The Antigua and Barbuda Body-
building and Weightlifting Federa-
tion (ABBWF) will stage its national
championships and a novice competi-
tion on the same day in June this year.

The nationals, the organisation’s
flagship event, will be held at the Dean
William Lake Cultural Centre at 6pm
on 25th June, while the novice com-
petition will take place at 11am at the
same venue.

The ABBWEF’s Public Relations
Officer, Melissa Seaforth, said the tim-
ing of this year’s nationals is strategic
as it will allow the body to evaluate
athletes and select the team who will
represent Antigua and Barbuda at the
49th Central American and Caribbean
(CAC) Championships.

“The reason for hosting our na-
tionals on June 25th is that we have
to take into account that CAC will be
held four weeks later on July 27th in
Barbados. This will give the (ABB-
WF) executive enough time to select a
team, coordinate travel plans and give
the athletes feedback on where they
can improve so that they can stand the
best possible chance of achieving their
pro card,” she explained.

With respect to other competitions,
Seaforth disclosed that Antigua and

Winners in the 2021 National Bodybuilding Championships from left: Yvette But-
ler-Masters Bikini Fitness, Duncan Corbin Overall Men’s Physique; Makiva Elvin-Bi-
kini Fitness; Franklin Carbon-Masters Bodybuilding, Kala Francis-Bikini Wellness and
Shaquelle Thomas-Classic Physique. (Photo: ABBWF)

Barbuda’s flag will be flown in Aruba
this weekend at the Giovanni Arends
Classic.

“Kenroy [‘Spartan’] Christian will
represent Antigua and Barbuda at the
Giovanni Arends Classic in Aruba this
weekend on March 26th. Christian,
who is also a four-time tall class cham-
pion and two-time overall national
champion, will be competing in the
Men’s Physique category in the hopes
of achieving his pro card,” she said.

Meanwhile, the bodybuilding fed-
eration has reported that its first train-
ing seminar this year was well attend-
ed.

According to an ABBWF press
release, the virtual Train for Success

seminar on 19th March was well at-
tended.

The release said presentations by
International Federation of Body-
building and Fitness (IFBB) Elite Pro,
Randy Christopher, and physiothera-
pist Gregson Matthew were informa-
tive, insightful and well received.

“The importance of understanding
and linking our anatomy with the de-
mands of our training is as fundamen-
tally important to a healthy lifestyle as
what we consume.

“Feedback has been overwhelm-
ingly encouraging and information on
the next seminar will be made avail-
able as soon as it is finalised,” said the
ABBWF.

Chelsea: Club allowed to sell tickets
after government alters licence

FooTBALL
CLus

THE SHED END

BBC - Chelsea will be
allowed to sell tickets to
away games, cup matches
and fixtures involving the
women’s team after the UK
government made alter-
ations to the club’s special
licence.

The club have been
unable to sell tickets since
owner Roman Abramovich

was sanctioned by the gov-
ernment as part of its re-
sponse to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine

Under the changed li-
cence, proceeds from ticket
sales will go directly to the
Premier League and then
be distributed to the rele-

vant party.
cont’d on pg 24
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NYC mayor allows unvaccinated
athletes play home games

AP — New York City’s
mayor exempted athletes
and performers — includ-
ing Brooklyn Nets star Ky-
rie Irving — from the city’s
vaccine mandate Thurs-
day, while keeping in place
the rule for countless other
workers who faced losing
their jobs for refusing to get
vaccinated.

The city’s sweeping
vaccine mandate still ap-
plies to many, including
private workers and gov-
ernment employees. Critics
of Mayor Eric Adams’ deci-
sion, including several pub-
lic employee unions whose
members were fired for not
getting vaccinated, blasted
the mayor for seeming to
lift the rule only for wealthy

union, which has sued the
city over the mandate, said
its officers “don’t deserve to
be treated like second-class
citizens.”

“We have been suing the
city for months over its arbi-
trary and capricious vaccine
mandate — this is exactly
what we are talking about. If
the mandate isn’t necessary
for famous people, then it’s
not necessary for the cops
who are protecting our city
in the middle of a crime cri-
sis,” said its president, Pat
Lynch.

Adams officially an-
nounced the change for ath-
letes and performers Thurs-
day at Citi Field, where the
Mets play. The exemption
was effective immediately.

g .

Brooklyn Nets guard Kyrie Irving (11), who is not permitted

to play games in New York because he’s unvaccinated for
COVID-19, drives against Orlando Magic guard R.J. Hampton
(13) during an NBA basketball game on Tuesday, March 15,
2022, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)

group of unions that togeth-
er represent about 350,000
city workers, said the city
should offer a way for fired
workers to get their jobs

and famous athletes.

The city’s largest police Committee,

The Municipal Labour
an umbrella

back.
“There can’t be one sys-

cont’d from pg 23

As part of the licence changes Roman
Abramovich’s company Fordstam Ltd
was to pay £30m into Chelsea for its run-
ning costs.

The move means Chelsea will be able
to sell tickets for their home Champions
League quarter-final against Real Madrid
on 6 April and the FA Cup semi-final at
Wembley Stadium on the weekend of 16
April against Crystal Palace.

Away fans can buy tickets for Premier
League games at Stamford Bridge, with
revenue going to the Premier League.

Chelsea’s next Women’s Super
League game is on 3 April at Kingsmead-
ow against Reading.

Chelsea have requested that any mon-
ey generated by ticket sales, which the
club would have usually received, be do-
nated to victims of the war in Ukraine and

the Premier League said that “beneficiary
charities will be announced in due course
after consultation with the club”.

Sports minister Nigel Huddleston
said: “I would like to thank fans for their
patience while we have engaged with the
football authorities to make this possible.

“Since Roman Abramovich was add-
ed to the UK’s sanctions list for his links
to [Russian president] Vladimir Putin we
have worked extensively to ensure the
club can continue to play football while
ensuring the sanctions regime continues
to be enforced.”

While only Chelsea season-ticket
holders and those fans who bought tickets
before the sanctions can attend Premier
League home games, the government
said an exception had been made for the
WSL as “there is a risk of empty stands
for these matches”.

tem for the elite and anoth-
er for the essential workers
of our city. We stand ready
to work out the details with
the mayor, as we have been
throughout this process,”
the group’s chair Harry Ne-
spolli said.

Adams contended that

making the athletes and per-
formers exempt was import-
ant for the city’s economic
recovery, saying ‘“‘players
attract people to the stadi-
um.”
The city last month fired
more than 1,400 workers
who failed to comply with
the vaccine mandate. The
uneven application could
likely invite more legal
challenges over the man-
date.

Adams’®  predecessor,
Mayor Bill de Blasio, made
vaccination mandatory as a
workplace safety rule last
year, before leaving office.
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ABCF to stage Avalanche race thls weekend

The Antigua and Barbuda Cycling
Federation (ABCF) will stage its third
event of the season on Sunday.

Cyclists will compete in the Ava-
lanche race that will start on the Friar’s
Hill Road at 9am.

Team Terminix will try to hold on
to their impressive start to the domes-
tic season after making a clean sweep
of the Elite Male Class during the last
event, the Pan Am Base Circuit Race
on 13th March.

Kohath Barton, Shawn Weathered,
Emmanuel Gayral and Conroy Thomas
of Team Terminix captured the four top
spots in the Elite Male Class of the 25
lap Pan Am Base Circuit Race.

It will likely be difficult for their
contenders to stop them this weekend
as the Elite males will be required to
complete only 10 laps in the Avalanche
race.

Lindsay Duffy of Road Runners
Cycling Club is also a favourite to win
the Elite Female Class, which will be

2

Road Runners Cycling Club’s Newell Mack, cen fe, Micah Gore, left, and Tiziano Ro-

signoli, right, will seek top honours in the Sports Class of the Avalanche race on Sun-

day. (Photo courtesy ABCF)

conducted over six laps.

Newell Mack, Micah Gore, Tiziano
Rosignoli and Tacuma Davis of Road
Runners Cycling Club are expected to
dominate the Sports Class which is also
staged over six laps.

Competitions will also be held in
the Masters Division over eight laps
and Junior Males category over 10 laps.

The Junior Females will battle for
supremacy over six laps, as will the Ca-
dets in the 14 to 17 age category. Cadets
in the 11 to 13 age group will compete
over two laps.

Other teams contesting Sunday’s
Avalanche race include N&R Wheel-
ers, Wadadli Cycling Academy, East-
side Riders and Team Independent.

Naomi Osaka bounces back with first-
round win in Mlaml after Indian Wells exit

“It was a hell of a perfor-

BBC - Japan’s Naomi
Osaka says she wants to
move on from her traumat-
ic early exit at Indian Wells
after winning her opening
match at the Miami Open.

The former world num-
ber one beat Australia’s Astra
Sharma 6-3 6-4, 10 days af-
ter heckling from the crowd
reduced her to tears during a
second-round defeat by Ve-
ronika Kudermetova.

“I didn’t want to let any-
thing bother me, no mat-
ter what happened,” said
24-year-old Osaka, who
added that “the last match I
played was not the greatest

Osaka missed much of the
2021 season has dropped to
77 in the world rankings [Re-
uters]

memory for me”.

“I wanted to prove that
I could come back out here
and compete, and no matter

if I won or lost, to just know
that I had the best attitude I
could.”

Osaka’s win was her 50th
in WTA 1000 tournaments
and sets up second-round
meeting with 13th seed An-
gelique Kerber.

In the men’s draw, Aus-
tralia’s Nick Kyrgios sealed
a comfortable first-round
victory over Frenchman
Adrian Mannarino.

Wildcard Kyrgios, who
has slipped down the world
rankings from 13th to 102,
hit 12 aces and did not face a
single break point in his 7-6
6-3 win.

mance,” said Kyrgios, who
stressed that he will be a
“complete underdog” when
he faces Russian fifth seed
Andrey Rublev in the sec-
ond round.

Britain’s Jack Draper,
the world number 146, is
also through to round two
where he will face British
number one Cameron Nor-
rie.

Draper, 20, beat French-
man Gilles Simon 7-5 6-1 to
earn his first Masters-level
victory and boost his hopes
of moving into the world’s
top 100.
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Cars race during an event at the North Sou

New ABDRA executive
sanctions Test and Tune event

The newly elected executive of
the Antigua and Barbuda Drag Rac-
ing Association (ABDRA) has sanc-
tioned the first test and tune event
since taking office.

According to the President of
ABDRA, Jerome “Jerry” Roberts,
the association has given its bless-
ings to a local organisation to host
the meet at the North Sound Interna-
tional Raceway this Sunday.

Roberts also predicted that this
weekend’s event is likely to attract
many young people as is the case
with ABDRA'’s other regular meets.

“There is an event this Sunday
which is being put on by a team
called 1320 Performance.

“They are having a test and tune
event on Sunday at the track starting
at 2pm,” Roberts told Pointe FM’s

Sports Overflow.

“It is a good way for people to
come out and get the bug back, and
every other Tuesday night we have
what we call Tension Tuesdays to
which you can bring your street car.
It doesn’t have to be a full race car.
You are encouraged to come and run
on the track, get a time, see how your
reaction time is to the staging lights
and everything.

“I am telling you, that is what is
supported by young people, the Tues-
day nights, and we will get good sup-
port on Sunday.”

The ABDRA executive body was
elected during its Annual General
Meeting on 14th March. The other
executive members who will serve
a two-year term include Brian Wil-
liams, Vice-President, Amy Lake,
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Secretary and Shaquille Norris, Trea-
surer.

Meanwhile, Roberts noted com-
puterised engine tuning has been at-
tracting keen interest.

“Believe it or not, right now, |
would say the secret to getting suc-
cess on the race track is tuning the
engine. Most engines are computer-
ised now and young people will grav-
itate to the tuning of engines.

“Therefore, you are now finding
that a lot of young people, computer
literate people, are getting involved
in drag racing because they can make
an engine perform a lot better than
what they come with from the factory
just by simply tweaking the comput-
ers that the cars come with and a few
other added parts. That’s why young
people are gravitating to it so much.”
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