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PM BROWNE: 
DISCRIMINATION 

AGAINST CARICOM 
NATIONALS MUST END

Prime Minister Gaston Browne vigorously defended his government’s immigration amnesty in Parliament yesterday. Story on Page 2
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An average of 80 people 
a day have taken advantage 
of the immigration amnes-
ty extended by the govern-
ment since its launch on 1st. 
March.

This is the word from 
the Immigration Department 
which has reported that a 
steady stream of non-nation-
als have been coming into 
their offices between 2pm 
and 8pm Monday through 
Friday over the last two 
weeks.

The government ex-
tended the amnesty to give 
non-nationals living in the 
country the opportunity to 
regularise lapsed immigra-
tion statuses caused by the 
economic hardship brought 
on by the pandemic.

Until 30th April, non-na-
tionals have the opportunity 
to bring their immigration 
status up-to-date without 
penalty. 

Rates associated with 
processing amnesty, resi-
dency and citizenship appli-
cations by the Immigration 

Department have also been 
reduced.

The government made 
it even more affordable for 
lapsed non-nationals when 
they abandoned the old re-
quirement for applicants to 
leave the state while they 
wait for their work permit to 
be processed.

Another welcomed ele-
ment of the amnesty allows 
for non-nationals who satis-
fy specific requirements to 
fast track residency and cit-
izenship applications.

Persons living in Anti-

gua and Barbuda for a min-
imum of four years but less 
than seven years, may  now 
apply for residency permit, 
while persons who have re-
sided in the country for more 
than seven years may apply 
for citizenship.

In both cases, applicants 
must not be absent from the 
country for more than six 
months at a time.

A ‘walk-in’ system has 
also been introduced to fur-
ther hasten the application 
process. To access the ser-
vice, ‘walk-ins’ must present 

themselves to the depart-
ment by 1:00 pm on the day 
they wish to submit their ap-
plications for the process of 
registering their names. This 
will be done on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

All applicants are re-
quired to present a complet-
ed application form, their 
passport, and a recent pho-
tograph in order to be pro-
cessed.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday 
in Parliament, Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne vigor-
ously defended his govern-
ment’s immigration amnesty 
after the claims of opposition 
MPs that it was extended as 
an election year political 
ploy.

The prime minister said 
that from its inception, the 
Antigua Barbuda Labour 
Party has been welcoming of 
non-nationals, particularly 
those from CARICOM na-

Immigration amnesty successful, PM 
says discrimination against CARICOM 

nationals will not be tolerated

cont’d on pg 3
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tions. He further contended 
that his administration had 
no need to employ tricks 
to receive support from the 
non-national community as 
history proves the Labour 
government’s caring track 
record

“We do not have to play 
that game to suggest to them 
that the Labour Party is in-
clusive and that we’re sup-
portive of their development; 
they have lived it! 

“They understand it. 
They know intrinsically that 
the administration that has 
helped the immigrants in this 
country would have been the 
previous Labour Party ad-
ministration and this current 
administration,” asserted 
Prime Minister Browne.

“In fact Mr. Speaker,” 
he continued, “more CAR-
ICOM nationals would have 
qualified as citizens under 
the previous Labour Par-
ty administrations, and this 
one, than any other adminis-
tration.”

“The [UPP] administra-
tion has a terrible legacy of 
of frustrating the attempts of 
individuals who have been 
legally resident in this coun-
try to become citizens, and 
particularly the CARICOM 
nationals because of their 
prejudice, because they feel 
that [CARICOM nationals] 
primarily support the Anti-
gua Barbuda Labour Party. 
And generally, immigrants 
support administrations that 
treat them well,” said PM 
Browne.

On the issue of prejudice 
against CARICOM nation-
als in particular, Prime Min-

ister Browne also exposed 
the egregious actions of 
some immigration officers 
whom he said he has learned 
are deliberately frustrating 
the amnesty process and has 
warned them to stop their 
counterproductive actions 
immediately.

While he did not iden-
tify the offending officers 
by name, the prime minis-
ter said he was reliably in-
formed that some immigra-
tion officers who personally 
object to the amnesty have 
been targeting CARICOM 
nationals, in once instance 
even calling the police on a 
group who were queued out-
side the Immigration Depart-
ment waiting their turn to be 
seen and accusing them of 
loitering.

Meanwhile, the prime 
minister continued, other 
non-nationals who are not of 
the Caribbean diaspora, were 
not subjected to the same 
contempt.

“We want to make it 
abundantly clear that this ad-
ministration will not preside 
over any such policy of dis-
crimination. All immigrants 
should be treated fairly and 
they should all [get] respect.

“There is a prevailing 
prejudice among some with-
in the Immigration Depart-
ment against our Caribbean 
Brothers and Sisters,” said 
Prime Minister Browne.

Making it clear that “this 
is not the Labour Party way’, 
the prime minister said it is his 
intention today to investigate 
for himself why some immi-
gration officers are “treat-
ing our Caribbean Broth-
ers and Sisters with scorn”. 

cont’d from pg 2
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The rising cost of fuel.
This has been the sin-

gle largest topic on the lips 
of Antiguans and Barbu-
dans over the past several 
days. 

Speculation on the 
new price of gasoline at 
the pump ended on Tues-
day, however, with the an-
nouncement that consum-
ers will now pay $15.70, a 
$3.20 increase on the for-
mer rate of $12.50.

Diesel on the other 
hand has increased $3.30 
to $15.50 from $12.20 per 
gallon. 

Global fuel prices have 
seen a steady increase 
since the start of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war in Europe. 

The Antigua and Bar-
buda government indicated 
shortly after Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine that the 
resulting instability in the 
cost of crude oil per barrel 
would inevitably lead to an 
increase in the cost of fuel 
domestically as it would 
no longer be able to con-
tinue the price stabilisation 
subsidy. 

To keep the cost of fuel 
at $12.50, then the lowest 

in the OECS, the Gaston 
Browne administration 
waived consumption tax 
on fuel at the pump. 

So far this month, the 
cost of oil per barrel has 
peaked at almost US$127 
per barrel. At the time of 
publication, the price of 
crude oil stands at just un-
der US$98 per barrel. 

However, the landed 
cost per barrel to Antigua 
and Barbuda in the last 
several weeks has peaked 
at more than US$140 ac-
cording to the prime min-
ister.

On Saturday, Prime 
Minister Browne said the 
government could not con-
tinue to absorb the $2 - 
$2.5 million payments to 
West Indies Oil Company 

Ltd. (WIOC) if the global 
oil market remained vola-
tile.

On Monday, Ministers 
Chet Greene and Charles 
Fernandez warned that a 
protracted war in Europe 
will not just affect fuel 
rates. 

Seventy percent of the 
world’s grain is produced 
in Eastern Europe where 
the war rages on with no 
end to the conflict in sight. 

Trade and Foreign Af-
fairs minister Greene cau-
tioned ominously on Mon-
day that the Caribbean 
stands to suffer increased 
food import costs and, in 
the worst case scenario, 
food shortages if the war 
drags on. 

The region was forced 

to confront the reality of 
the havoc food insecurity 
could cause following the 
arrival of the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020. Global 
supply chains were crip-
pled and shipping routes 
ground to a halt as coun-
tries closed their borders 
in an effort to control the 
spread of the virus. 

This caused shortages 
in some food items in the 
region and whopping in-
creases in the cost of oth-
ers. 

Although nations 
the world over are mak-
ing efforts to transition 
to the endemic phase of 
COVID-19, there is still 
a very long way to go in 
respect of global logistics 
before a complete return to 
normalcy can be claimed.

This was confirmed by 
Tourism minister Fernan-
dez who said this week, 
while Antigua and Barbu-
da is moving ahead with 
plans for what officials 
hope will be a successful 
summer tourist season, the 
war and its impact on fuel 
will result in increased air 
and cruise fares.

Gasoline increases to $15.70 per gallon

A fire of unknown origin  broke out 
in this abandoned house in Booby Al-
ley last evening, sending neighbouring 
residents into a panic.

They jumped into action using 
buckets of water to dampen the flames. 

Shortly after, the fire department 

responded and took control of the 
scene.

Frightened residents are calling 
on authorities to demolish abandoned 
structures in order to prevent incidents 
like last night's fire from happening 
again.

Mystery fire erupts 
in Booby Alley house
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The Minister of Health and Well-
ness has appealed for blood donations 
on behalf of two of the three sisters 
who were involved in last week’s ac-
cident on Friars Hill Road.

The Fergus sisters were the occu-
pants of a white Honda Fit that was 
travelling in a southerly direction 
on Friars Hill Road just about 1am 
Wednesday when the driver lost con-
trol of the vehicle and crashed outside 
Premier Beverages.

The sisters sustained severe in-
juries, however, one has been dis-
charged, while two remain in critical 
condition at Sir Lester Bird Medical 
Centre.

Speaking in Parliament yesterday, 
Sir Molwyn Joseph said the public’s 
help is being solicited as one of the 
hospitalised sisters has a rare blood 
type for which donations are being 
sought in order to aid her treatment 

and recovery process.
“I spoke to the medical director 

this morning [Tuesday]. He’s off is-
land, and he gave me an updated re-

port which shows a level of optimism 
which is a welcomed development. 
The main challenge facing the efforts 

Local News
Rare blood type needed for Fergus sister

cont’d on pg 8
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Fire Chief Elvis Weaver is call-
ing on the relevant authorities to 
regulate parking to make it easier for 
emergency vehicles responding to 
calls.

He said fire tenders are experi-
encing great difficulty maneuvering 
narrow streets with vehicles parked 
on both sides. 

This was the situation that was 
encountered on lower North Street 
last week when fire officers respond-
ed to the scene of last Thursday eve-
ning’s fire in Point.

According to Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police Weaver, there are 
times when responding offers have 
had to push vehicles out of the way 
in order to gain access to houses that 
were ablaze.

“I think it’s time for easy access. 
I know it will be difficult to say peo-
ple have to park on one side of the 
street, but it would be a lot easier for 
emergency vehicles when it comes 

to public safety,” he said.
The fire chief admitted that he 

understands that residents would 
prefer to park close to their homes, 
but taking up both sides of streets 

poses a challenge to the fire depart-
ment in the execution of their duties.

“Some people are very inconsid-
erate. You know some areas you go, 
you find everybody park on one side 
of the street. 

“But some people don’t care 
about that; they want to park in front 
their house, their neighbour on the 
opposite want to park in front their 
house. 

“We can only appeal to people. 
With so many wooden houses in An-
tigua, it could be your house, and it 
would be nice if everyone can. 

“But as I said, the areas are so 
small for everyone to park on one 
side of the street, so at least in an 
emergency, the emergency vehicles 
can have easy access.”

Mr. Weaver is also appealing to 
residents for their cooperation in re-
moving their vehicles from the path 
of fire tenders when they are re-
sponding to emergencies.

Local News

A cruise passenger of 
German nationality died 
yesterday aboard the Aida 
Perla shortly after returning 
from a guided tour of the is-
land.

The vessel was one of 
three that docked in Saint 
John’s.

According to reports, 
the man who had underly-
ing conditions, collapsed on 
the cruise ship. He was lat-
er pronounced dead and his 
body removed to a funeral 
home. 

The vessel departed 
around 5pm.

It is believed the man 

may have been traveling 
alone since no mention was 
made of family members or 
companions.

Following the police 
probe, a decision will be 

made as to whether an au-
topsy will be conducted or if 
his body will be repatriated 
to his country of residence.

The Aida Perla is cur-
rently on a 14-day cruise that 

began on 3rd March from La 
Romana in the Dominican 
Republic. Antigua and Bar-
buda was its final port of call 
before it returns to La Ro-
mana on 17th March, 2022.

Cruise passenger dies after excursion

Parked vehicles proving 
problematic for fire department

Assistant Commissioner of Police & Fire 
Chief Elvis Weaver
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The OECS Assembly is set to 
convene for its sixth (6th) sitting on 
March 18, 2022, at 9.30 a.m. under 
the theme: The Shift: Embracing New 
Platforms and Innovative Models for 
Leadership in Sustainability. 

The Sitting will be a hybrid meet-
ing with the members of the Assem-
bly participating virtually as well as 
in-person, at the seat of the Assem-
bly, being Parliament Building in St. 
John’s Antigua. The Sitting will be 
live streamed on the OECS official 
Facebook page.

The OECS Assembly is a deliber-
ative forum that brings together both 
government and opposition members 
of the parliaments and legislatures of 
the eleven (11) OECS Member States, 
to consider and seek common solu-
tions to issues that affect the OECS 
region.

The OECS region, comprising is-
land states, is susceptible to climate 
change events. 

At the recently concluded United 
Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP 26) (Nov 21), OECS and other 
Caribbean states addressed their con-
cerns to the Conference attendees.

The Caribbean islands have been 
identified as one of the world’s top 
biodiversity hotspots, with both a 
high level of regionally unique spe-

cies and a severe degree of habitat 
loss and vulnerability to extinctions. 

Unfortunately, conservation and 
sustainable management is often 
hampered by institutional challeng-
es and competing goals of econom-
ic growth and national development, 
which are often perceived as being at 
odds with environmental protection 
and conservation. 

This Assembly will elevate the 
discourse on the health, productivi-

ty and diversity of the region’s eco-
systems and biological resources as 
essential to economic viability and 
overall prosperity.

This 6th Sitting provides an ave-
nue for further discourse on common 
issues and positions for the region, 
proposed initiatives and follow up 
actions for the UN Climate Change 
COP 27 in Egypt and the UN Biodi-
versity COP 15 in Kunming, China 
this year.

Local News
OECS Assembly to convene for its 

sixth sitting in Antigua and Barbuda

to provide recovery is the 
lack of blood.”

He explained that the 
sibling whose injuries are 
most severe, has the rare 
blood type A negative. 
Therefore, Sir Molwyn is-
sued a national appeal for 
people with A Negative and 
O Negative blood types 
to donate to the Sir Les-

ter Bird Medical Centre’s 
blood bank.

Unconfirmed reports 
are that thesuggest the three 
siblings had just left a pop-
ular hangout spot on Friars 
Hill Road moments before 
the accident. 

Their vehicle sustained 
extensive damage. The im-
pact of the collision was so 
forceful that the car’s en-

gine was dislodged, land-
ing several feet away.

A source told Pointe 
Xpress that the injuries 
sustained by two of the sis-
ters are life threatening and 
added they were all lucky 
to be alive.

Sir Molwyn Joseph 
stated he has given the fam-
ily the assurance that the 
sisters who remain hospi-

talised will receive the best 
care.

“The mother came to 
my office yesterday [Mon-
day] and solicited the gov-
ernment’s support, and I 
want to assure her that the 
government is very con-
cerned and is doing ev-
erything that is possible to 
ensure they get optimum 
treatment,” he said.

cont’d from pg 6
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The Commissioner of 
Police, Atlee Rodney is back 
on island, after participating 
in the 9th conference of Lat-
in America and the Caribbe-
an sponsored by the govern-
ment of France.

The event which ran 
from March 6 to 13, had 26 
high ranking officials from 
the military, police and se-
nior government officials 
from the region taking part. 
The theme for this year’s 
event was “France and Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
facing new security and de-
fense challenges”.

Topics on security issues 
affecting Climate Change; 
External influences in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
International Cooperation in 

citizens security and Chal-
lenges of Digital and Cyber 
Security all formed part of 
the week-long discussion.

Commissioner Rodney 
presented on the topic: “Re-

gional Integration as a Guar-
antee of Stability in Latin 
America and the Caribbean“.

He highlighted the im-
portance and benefits of in-
tegration, and also addressed 

the challenges facing the re-
gion that affects full integra-
tion.

His presentation was 
well received by his counter-
parts and the French author-
ities.

Rodney said the ses-
sions were relevant to the 
improvement of the securi-
ty landscape in Antigua and 
Barbuda.

He further stated that 
the conference provided 
an opportunity for knowl-
edge-sharing, networking, 
and building stronger rela-
tionships among security 
stakeholders within the re-
gion.

Antigua and Barbuda 
was among several Caricom 
States represented at the 
meeting. The others were 
Barbados, Jamaica, Haiti, 
St. Lucia, St.Vincent and the 
Grenadines and Trinidad and 
Tobago.

Local News
Top Cop participates in 

international conference

Commissioner of Police, Atlee Rodney participated in the 9th converence of Latin America and 
the Caribbean.
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The most recent report received by the 
Ministry of Health, Wellness and the Envi-
ronment revealed  four (4) new laboratory 
confirmed COVID-19 cases in Antigua and 
Barbuda as of Saturday 12th March, 2022 
at 6pm.

One hundred and fifty-six (156) sam-
ples were processed.

Thirteen (13) recovered cases were re-
corded.  

Consequently, the total number of per-
sons with laboratory confirmed COVID-19 
cases in Antigua and Barbuda is seven 
thousand four hundred and seventy (7,470); 
which is inclusive of five (5) active cases. 
There are no hospitalised cases.

Five active 
COVID-19 

cases as mask 
mandate ends
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By Filipe Espósito
Apple has just released 

new iPhone 13 models, but 
the company has already 
been working on iPhone 14. 
While 9to5Mac sources cor-
roborated a report about the 
new models having different 
chips, we also learned that 
the iPhone 14 Pro models 
may have a taller screen due 
to the new design and that 
Apple has still been work-
ing on satellite features.

iPhone 14 details
Early iPhone 14 ru-

mours suggested that Ap-
ple’s smartphone line-up 
in 2022 will have four new 
models but this time without 
a “mini” version. According 
to our sources, the new iP-
hone 14 (codenamed D27 
and D28) will be available 
in 6.1-inch and 6.7-inch ver-
sions, and the current 5.4-
inch iPhone mini form-fac-
tor will be discontinued.

These mid-range phones 
will have the same display 
resolution as the current 
iPhone 13 Pro and iPhone 
13 Pro Max. However, the 
display on the flagships iP-
hones 14 Pro and iPhone 14 
Pro Max (codenamed D73 
and D74) may be slightly 
taller to accommodate the 
new “notch + pill” design 
that will replace the notch.

As for the chip situation, 
9to5Mac’s sources confirm 
that there will be two new 
iPhone 14 models based on 

the A15 chip, while two oth-
ers will have a brand new 
chip. It’s worth noting that 
Apple already has two dif-
ferent versions of the A15 
chip, one of which has an 
extra GPU core and 6GB of 
RAM (used in 13 Pro mod-
els).

Apple could use the 
high-end version of its A15 
Bionic chip in the entry-lev-
el iPhone 14 models, as 9to-
5Mac also heard from our 
own sources that all this 
year’s iPhones will have 
6GB of RAM. The company 
could even rebrand the chip 
as “A15X,” as it has done in 

the past with the 2020 iPad 
Pro’s A12Z chip – which is 
essentially the A12X chip 
with an extra GPU core.

As another example, 
the Apple Watch Series 7 
has the same CPU as the 
Apple Watch Series 6, but 
the chips are named “Apple 
S6” and “Apple S7” due to 
minor internal changes that 
have been made to the SoC.

Satellite features
A few weeks before the 

iPhone 13 announcement, 
some reports suggested that 
Apple had been working 
on satellite communica-
tion features for upcoming 

iPhone models. Although 
these features were never 
added to the iPhone 13 line-
up, 9to5Mac’s sources told 
us that Apple is still work-
ing on satellite communica-
tion for iPhone.

It’s unclear whether the 
technology will be ready for 
this year’s iPhone, but the 
company has been testing 
prototypes that are capable 
of sending text messages 
over satellite. That system 
is internally known by the 
codename “Stewie.”

Both iPhone 14 and 14 
Pro are expected to be intro-
duced this fall.

Technology
iPhone 14 coming in four models without 

‘mini’ version, Pro models with taller 
screen, satellite features advancing
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By Sandee LaMotte
Sleeping for only one night with a 

dim light, such as a TV set with the 
sound off, raised the blood sugar and 
heart rate of healthy young people par-
ticipating in a sleep lab experiment, a 
new study found.

The dim light entered the eyelids 
and disrupted sleep despite the fact 
that participants slept with their eyes 
closed, said study author Dr. Phyllis 
Zee, director of the Center for Cir-
cadian and Sleep Medicine at North-
western University Feinberg School of 
Medicine.

Heart rate typically drops at night, 
slowing down as the brain is busy re-
pairing and rejuvenating the body. An 
elevated heart rate at night has been 
shown in numerous studies to be a risk 
factor for future heart disease and ear-

ly death.
High blood sugar levels are a sign 

of insulin resistance, where the body 
stops using glucose properly and the 
pancreas goes into overdrive, flooding 
the body with extra insulin to over-
compensate until it eventually loses 
its ability to do so. Over time, insulin 

resistance can ultimately lead to Type 
2 diabetes.

Sleeping with eyes closed
Prior research has shown an asso-

ciation between artificial light at night 
and weight gain and obesity, disrup-
tions in metabolic function, insulin 

Sleeping with even a small amount of 
light may harm your health, study says

cont’d on pg 13
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secretion and the development of dia-
betes, and cardiovascular risk factors.

“Why would sleeping with your 
lights on affect your metabolism? 
Could that explain why there is a high-
er prevalence of diabetes or obesity (in 
society)?” Zee asked.

Zee and her team took 20 healthy 
people in their 20s and had them spend 
two nights in a sleep lab. The first night 
was spent in a darkened room where 
“you wouldn’t be able to see much, if 
anything, when your eyes were open,” 
Zee said.

All of the study participants were 
connected to devices monitoring a 
number of objective measures of sleep 
quality. So data could be gathered with 
minimal interference, they slept with 
an IV with long tubes that snake across 
the room and through a hole to the re-
searcher’s side of the lab. The blood 
was drawn without ever touching the 
slumbering participants.

“We recorded the brainwaves and 
could tell what sleep stage the person 
was in,” Zee said. “We recorded their 
breathing, their heart rate, their EKG, 
and we also drew blood from them to 
measure melatonin levels while they 
were sleeping.” Melatonin is a hor-
mone that regulates the body’s circa-
dian rhythm, or sleep and wake body 
clock.

A randomized portion of the group 
repeated that same light level for a 
second night in the lab, while another 
group slept with a dim overhead light 
with a glow roughly equivalent to “a 
very, very dark, cloudy day or street 
lights coming in through a window,” 
Zee said.

“Now these people were asleep 
with their eyelids closed,” she ex-
plained. “In the literature the estima-
tion is that about 5% to 10% of the 
light in the environment would actual-
ly get through the closed lid to the eye, 
so this is really not a lot of light.”

Yet even that tiny amount of light 

created a deficit of slow wave and rap-
id eye movement sleep, the stages of 
slumber in which most cellular renew-
al occurs, Zee said.

In addition, heart rate was high-
er, insulin resistance rose, and the 
sympathetic (fight or flight) and para-
sympathetic (rest and relax) nervous 
systems were unbalanced, which has 
been linked to higher blood pressure 
in healthy people. The light was not 
bright enough, however, to lower lev-
els of melatonin in the body, Zee add-
ed. The study was published Monday 
in the journal of the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences.

What to do?
What advice would Zee give peo-

ple based on her study and existing re-
search in the field? Close your blinds 
and curtains, turn off all the lights, and 
consider using a sleep mask.

“I think the strength of the evi-
dence is that you should clearly pay at-
tention to the light in your bedroom,” 

she said. “Make sure that you start 
dimming your lights at least an hour 
or two before you go to bed to prepare 
your environment for sleep.”

Check your bedroom for sourc-
es of light that are not necessary, she 
added. If a night light is needed, keep 
it dim and at floor level, “so that it’s 
more reflected rather than right next to 
your eye or bed level,” she suggested.

Also be aware of the type of light 
you have in your bedroom, she added, 
and ban any lights in the blue spec-
trum, such as those emitted by elec-
tronic devices like televisions, smart-
phones, tablets and laptops.

“Blue light is the most stimulat-
ing type of light,” Zee said. “If you 
have to have a light on for safety rea-
sons change the colour. You want to 
choose lights that have more reddish 
or brownish tones.”

LED lights can be purchased in 
any colour, including red and brown-
ish tones.

Health & Wellness
cont’d from pg 12



WEDNESDAY 16TH MARCH 2022

PAGE 14

By Stephane Tajick
“I will harass you, I will 

chase you, I will hunt you 
down!” These are not the 
words of the actor Liam Nee-
son in the movie Taken, when 
the protagonist vows ven-
geance on the criminals who 
kidnapped his daughter. They 
are the words of Sophie in ‘t 
Veld, a member of the Euro-
pean Parliament, speaking to 
her fellow members and pres-
suring them to end RCBI in 
Europe.

This is the sorry state 
of the situation: Those who 
scream the loudest are the 
only ones being heard. When 
someone as experienced as 
Didier Reynders echoes those 
sentiments – which have also 
been voiced by the President 
of the European Commission, 
Ursula von der Leyen – it will 
be hard for other policymak-
ers to ignore. The powers that 
be have now found the am-
munition they were looking 
for: The Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Any rational oppo-
sition has now been muted. 
They are using the war as a 
catalyst, and the momentum 
is firmly with them.

The last few weeks have 
seen the EU, US, and others 
vow to put an end to CBI, 
not only in Europe but also 
beyond, clearly putting the 
Caribbean in their crosshairs. 
These threats have now be-
come very real. Vanuatu has 
been pretty much stripped of 
their visa-free travel to the 
EU, rendering the Vanuatu 
CBI practically worthless.

Are we looking at an 
extinction event? Is this the 
end of CBI? The No Travel 
for Traffickers Act, a pro-
posed US bi-partisan bill, 
could bring an end to Mal-
tese MEIN, and if the shots 
fired by the US don’t bring 
it down, the EU Parliament 
likely will. The added pres-
sure on the other countries 
with a CIP benefiting from 
visa-free travel to the EU 
might find themselves think-
ing, “Well, we had a good 
run. Can we negotiate an am-
nesty period?”

CIPs are not the only 
ones in the crosshairs. “Gold-
en Visas” in Europe are also 
being targeted to either to 
close or be as unattractive 
as possible. Already, a few 
Golden Visas in Europe have 
taken steps to shut their doors 
to Russian applicants; the UK 
going as far as to terminate 
its Investor Visa programme. 
Now, European Golden Visas 
are unlikely to be shut down, 
and I’m not too pessimistic 
about their ability to weather 
the storm. But a small change 
like a high minimum stay 

requirement during the year 
could seriously affect their 
attractiveness. Also, now that 
real estate prices are soaring 
due low interest rates, Golden 
Visa programmes that heavi-
ly rely on their Real Estate 
option can more easily be 
discarded.

Let’s go back to the 
start

Since the first time I laid 
eyes on an EU parliament 
report on investment migra-
tion, it was apparent that the 
report had an archetypical 
”investor” in mind: the Rus-
sian oligarch, Putin’s agent. 
Since then, every report that 
followed has irrationally 
viewed immigrant investors 
as a potential security threat, 
implying that a “bad” Rus-
sian agent would use “Putin 
money” to gain residency or 
citizenship into Europe and 
spy, engage in terrorist activ-
ities, or be part of organized 
crime and launder money.

Now, I’m not a Russian 
government apologist. Past 
and present actions have 
shown that the existence of 
a “Russian threat” to Europe 

is far from being pure fiction. 
That said, labelling all Rus-
sian investors as a “high se-
curity risk” and all immigrant 
investors as “Russian” is re-
sorting to blatant discrimina-
tion and falsehoods.

Why are those using im-
migrant investor programmes 
portrayed as more likely to be 
a security threat and prone to 
money laundering? For us ex-
perts in the field, it’s madden-
ing to hear that programmes 
that have a much higher 
level of due diligence than 
other immigration paths are 
labelled security and mon-
ey-laundering risks when you 
can do the exact same thing 
with any other resident per-
mit. As if it makes more sense 
for a terrorist/criminal/spy to 
make a half-million euro in-
vestment, wait six months for 
approval, and pass a high lev-
el of due diligence instead of 
simply applying for a tourist 
visa or entering illegally.

Most countries have a 
dozen paths to temporary 
residency, so if someone has 
the motivation and means, he 
can qualify for most of these 
paths. As a global mobility 
expert, I know I can land peo-
ple in Europe without using 
an immigrant investor pro-
gramme.

·        Portugal has blocked 
access to its Golden Visa for 
Russians, but I can still help 
a Russian with a bit of wealth 
to land in Portugal in multiple 
other ways:

·  D7 visa: if he doesn’t 

The World Around Us
Are we witnessing the extinction 

of Citizenship by Investment?

cont’d on pg 15
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already have a stable monthly income, 
I’ll just tell him to put his house up for 
rent and wait to collect a few months of 
stable rental income before applying.

·   D2 Visa: I’ll tell him to get his 
company to provide him with a consult-
ing contract so he can apply as a free-
lancer.

· Work Visa/D3/EU Blue card: In-
vest in a Portuguese company, ask them 
to give you a position, and request a 
work permit.

·  Startup Visa: Find him a tech proj-
ect to develop in Portugal and create a 
business plan for him.

This applicant will get their residen-
cy permit in Portugal sooner than if he 
had applied to a Golden Visa, will be 
able to open a bank account, transfer 
money, and buy a property in Europe, 
but with a lot less scrutiny. How can pol-
icymakers making these decisions not 
know this?

Do Russian applicants warrant so 
much attention?

Russians do not constitute a size-
able enough proportion of the invest-
ment migration market to warrant this 
much attention. The cumulative num-
ber of Russian applications a year (in 
the programmes below) is roughly 550 
– and that’s when you generously count 
all Maltese ”Europeans” as Russians. 
That’s somewhere between 5% to 7% of 
the applications approved cumulatively 
under those programmes. 

And forget for an instant that the rea-
son to shut down RCBI is based on 5-7% 
of applicants. How many of these past 
Russian applicants have actually been 
proven to be credible security threats or 
criminals?

Russian proportion of RCBI appli-
cants (latest recorded year)

·  Antigua & Barbuda: 9%
·  Australia Investor Stream: <1% 

Canada QIIP:<5%
·   Greece: 6% Ireland: <1%
·  Latvia Investor: >50% (histori-

cal high, but now the applicants can be 
counted in one hand)

·  Malta MEIN: 45% are defined as 
“European”; it’s unclear what propor-
tion are Russian

·  New Zealand Investor: 0.25%
·  Portugal Investor: 4% (Since 2012)
·  Spain Investor: 30%
·  St Lucia: 17% UK Investor: 10% 

US EB5: <1%
The Russian invasion of Ukraine 

has been used as a boogeyman to order 
the shutdown of every CBI out there and 
make all RBIs in Europe worthless.

RCBI programmes do not have a 
life of their own; they are a product of 
government policies. Their governments 
can amend those programmes, often at 
will. If a programme is not meeting its 
economic objectives or poses a securi-
ty risk, it’s not because the programme 
magically took on a life of its own, but 
usually because policymakers lack the 
expertise required to design and imple-
ment a worthy programme.

So, what’s next?
I’d be surprised if CBIs with vi-

sa-free travel to the Schengen area are 
not phased out relatively soon. You 
might still be able to get a Turkish pass-
port, but I’m not sure that’s attractive to 
most people.

What might emerge after the dust 
has settled is “Simplified Naturalisa-
tion” – that is, countries will use exist-
ing legislation usually catering to those 
with a special situation (marriage, an-
cestry, stateless) and extend it to cer-
tain high-value investors. Simplified 
Naturalisation already exists around the 
world. In European countries, it usually 
requires three years of residence. If any 
European country were to accept such 
a scheme in the future, it would likely 
require:

High investment, deemed worthy 
by the country and the EU EU-wide due 
diligence on each case.

Special tax (donation) to an EU col-
lective fund.

In the end, CBI will simply become 
RBI.

Europe’s Golden Visas will sur-
vive, but if a high physical presence is 

imposed throughout the year, the core 
demand will likely start slowly mov-
ing away from the continent. It was the 
death of North American RBIs that gave 
rise to European RBIs. Today, where 
would the industry shift the demand? 
Good question. 

The US EB5 Regional Center pro-
gramme is reopening. It can definitely 
hold a good capacity and with the spec-
tre of the “war in Europe” looming, it 
won’t be difficult for the programme 
to remarket itself. That said, it’s still 
unclear if the processing time will ever 
reach acceptable levels again. The same 
can be said about the QIIP if it ever re-
opens.

Australia and New Zealand run their 
immigration systems better than the 
rest. If they feel there’s a problem with 
their programmes, they fix it; they don’t 
throw the baby out with the bathwater. 
That said, Australia’s Investor Stream is 
already operating at high capacity.

New Zealand is very attractive in a 
world going bonkers and is operating at 
low capacity, but the programme is not 
accessible to the masses.

There are programmes on the fring-
es that might benefit from more attention 
in Latin America or in places like Mau-
ritius and Fiji. And who knows? Maybe 
the UAE might come up with a surprise 
in the form of a path to naturalisation.

It would be surprising for the UK 
Investor Visa programme not to reopen 
considering the mercantile nature of that 
country. But if past decades have taught 
me anything, it’s that any programme 
that closes or becomes ”temporarily sus-
pended” is unlikely to reopen anytime 
soon, if ever.

In conclusion, the battle may already 
be lost for CBI, but RBI in Europe can 
still be saved. It will require the industry 
to seriously come together and propose 
a reasonable side to the story. The best 
approach might not be to counter all the 
opposition arguments but rather to help 
the EU reach its objectives without com-
promising the competitiveness of the 
programmes.

The World Around Us
cont’d from pg 14
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The Bahamas is forecast to record 
another bloody year as police reported 
a four per cent increase in murders for 
the first quarter of 2022.

Acting Commissioner of Police 
Clayton Fernander told the media 
today that 28 murders were recorded 
from January 1 to March 14, 2022, 
compared to 27 for the same period 
last year.

This past weekend was one of the 
bloodiest as five men were murdered.

Fernander revealed most of the 
shootings were gang-related and came 
about as criminals engaged in a “tit for 
tat” for crimes committed against each 
other.

He said gang leaders are seeking 
to recruit young men to carry out their 
illicit activities.

The acting top cop warned family 
members of criminals that they simply 
cannot throw their hands in the air and 
ignore the actions of their relatives 
since they may lose their lives.

“When they can’t get at their tar-
get, or if you as family members, if 

you are with them you also become 
a target. And if they can’t get at their 
target, they go and they target you the 
family,” Fernander said

“So we are asking you as parents 
to please try to talk to your kids. And if 
they are involved in the life of crime, 
turn them into us so that we can sit 
down with them and have a conversa-
tion and try to steer them in the right 

direction”
Illegal fire arms continue to the 

weapons of choice for criminals and 
they are hiding them in parcels of food 
in an effort to evade authorities.

But, Fernander said “we are on 
to them” as he sought to assure that 
police are doing all in their power to 
prevent illegal guns from making their 
way into Bahamian communities.

Bahamas records 28 murders in Q1 of 2022
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Loop - The World 
Bank’s Board of Executive 
Directors has approved fi-
nancing of US$25 million 
for the Belize Climate Resil-
ient and Sustainable Agricul-
ture Project, which will aim 
to increase food production 
capacity and the adoption of 
climate-smart agricultural 
approaches among project 
beneficiaries.  

The project will provide 
over 7,000 farmers with 
weather data and technical 
information to help improve 
yields for crops and live-
stock and facilitate better 
planning.  

The project will also 
provide grants to over 3,700 
small farmers, enabling them 
to adopt climate-smart prac-
tices to improve the sustain-
ability of their farms.  

The matching grant 
scheme, combined with tech-
nical support for farmers, is 
targeted to leverage US$18.2 
million in private financing 
for climate-smart agricultur-
al technology. Importantly, 
30 per cent of grants will be 
targeted to women farmers 
in the project.  

“I have seen firsthand 
how important farmers and 
agriculture are to Belize. 
Both the World Bank and 
Belize know the sector can 
be an engine of growth to 
support the well-being of 
families and communities 
and improve the econom-
ic prospects of the coun-
try,” said Lilia Burunciuc, 
World Bank Country Direc-

tor for the Caribbean.  
“We have witnessed the 

importance of food securi-
ty to the region, something 
that has been particularly 
underscored throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
this project will accelerate 
efforts to address that in a 
climate-smart way.” 

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has increased the challeng-
es facing Belize’s agriculture 
sector. It disrupted supply 
chains, reduced purchasing 
power and weakened the 
demand for food products, 
including from Belize’s tour-
ism sector.  

One of the project’s aims 
is to ensure that farmers be-
come more resilient and pro-
duce food in an environmen-
tally sustainable manner that 
meets the needs of local and 
international markets.   

Farmers will benefit 
from training in improved 
practices, greater access to 
data, improved infrastruc-
ture for the sector and tech-
nical advice.  

The Belize Climate Re-
silient and Sustainable Agri-
culture Project will also fund 
capacity building for key 
intuitions that support the 
farmers, including the Min-

istry of Agriculture, Food 
Security, and Enterprise, to 
better support the develop-
ment of a more resilient, pro-
ductive, and climate-smart 
agricultural sector. 

Belize gets US$25M from World Bank 
for Climate-Resilient Agriculture
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Jamaica Observer – Jamaican child 
psychologist, Dr. Orlean Brown-Earle, 
is warning parents and teachers to be 
on the lookout for signs of separation 
anxiety in children as face-to-face 
classes resume.

Brown-Earle said this type of 
anxiety may present itself in students 
because of the almost two-year break 
from physical schools, due to the nov-
el coronavirus pandemic.

“They are going to face some un-
usual challenges. Some of them are 
going to have separation anxiety, they 
will feel anxious about leaving their 
home environment. Basically, for the 
past two years they are used to being at 
home, so for some of them, especially 
younger children, it might be stressful 
to be separated,” Brown-Earle stated.

At the same time, she added, if a 
parent or teacher notices that a child is 
showing signs of anxiety, such as pro-
fusely perspiring or trembling when 
the weather is not a factor or being dis-
ruptive in class and speaking up about 
attending school, the first thing that 
needs to be done is to validate their 
feelings.

“So, it’s going to be important for 
parents especially to stay calm and 
positive. If the children are telling you 
that they are worried and they are hav-
ing some negative feelings about the 
school and so on, be patient with them 
and be understanding towards them,” 
Brown-Earle advised, noting that she 
understands that parents may also be 
feeling some level of anxiety, given 
the pandemic.

However, she cautioned that, “We 
want to also set the tone. Because if 
the parents present with anxiety then 
the children are going to be more anx-
ious. The parents themselves must be 
in charge of their emotions.”

Additionally, she said that it is 

important that while at home, if the 
parents are in a position to do so, they 
should separate themselves from their 
children, since parents, who weren’t 
able to have another caregiver around, 
were constantly with their child.

“They (parents) can say, ‘you 
know what, I’m going to go down the 
road for 20 minutes because I have 
somebody else to stay with them.’ Be-
cause you know, many children for the 
past three years, they have clung on 
to [their parents]. One mother told me 
that because she doesn’t have a care-
giver she has never got a break from 
her child. 

“She’s a good friend of mine. I had 
to say, ‘you know what, send them 
here for a whole day’ because she lives 
far away from family and friends,” 
Brown-Earle explained.

She also noted that while separa-
tion anxiety may be seen in exam stu-
dents, younger children and special 
needs students are mostly affected by 
this condition.

“We see the separation anxiety 
largely in the younger ones who prob-
ably went to a little part of grade one 
and then now they are in grade three 
and they are used to their parents be-

ing around them. But we also see it in 
some of the high school students who 
have special needs,” she said.

“The special needs children, we 
want to focus on them especially be-
cause now they already probably was 
very closed to their parents, many 
times for special needs children the 
parents are overprotective, and now 
they have to be separated to go to 
school. Probably it’s the first time in 
a new school because some of them 
were in grade one but now that we are 
out of school with the learning loss 
and other issues, we realise that this 
child is autistic, this child has some 
intellectual deficit and has to go to an-
other school. So for them easing back 
into a school mode is going to be very 
important,” Brown-Earle continued.

Face-to-face learning resumed 
at most public schools on Monday, 
March 7

Brown-Earle, meanwhile, said 
while she was very pleased when she 
learned that students would return to 
the classroom because of the academic 
and socialisation implications, she was 
also very concerned that teachers may 
be “burnout” from the stress of teach-
ing during a deadly pandemic.

“We want them to engage in self-
care and we want the administrators to 
pay attention to teachers who are pos-
sibly burnt out because of all that they 
have been doing — getting enough 
sleep, nutrition, are they exercising 
and, of course, communicating with 
any mental health services that they 
need to vent and share their issues?” 
Brown-Earle said. 

She noted, too, that signs of a 
teacher being burnt out can present it-
self as lack of enthusiasm, detachment 
from students and colleagues, physi-
cal health issues and reduced perfor-
mance.

Regional News
Look out for separation anxiety in 

students, says Jamaican specialist

Dr Orlean Brown-Earle
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Fox - Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin signed a law Monday that 
would give Russian airlines the abili-
ty to seize foreign-owned airplanes so 
they can be re-deployed for domestic 
flights amid crippling sanctions that 
have negatively impacted its aviation 
industry.

The law would allow the airlines 
to take and operate planes leased by 
foreign companies that have stopped 
businesses operations in the country 
over its invasion of Ukraine, the state-
owned TASS news agency reported. 
The planes will be certified by certifi-
cation centres and test laboratories, the 
news outlet reported. 

The move is an attempt to cir-
cumvent Western sanctions that have 
resulted in multiple countries, includ-

ing the United States, closing their air-
space to Russian airliners.

In the U.S., the Federal Aviation 
Administration said it was suspending 
“operations of all aircraft owned, cer-
tified, operated, registered, chartered, 
leased, or controlled by, for, or for the 
benefit of, a person who is a citizen of 
Russia.”

In response to the widening sanc-
tions, Russia said it has banned aircraft 
from at least 36 countries, including 
all of the European Union, from enter-
ing their airspace.

Putin’s move could have little ef-
fect as sanctions forbid the support 
or the supply of spare parts necessary 
for planes, as well as maintenance. 
As modern jets require high levels of 
maintenance, passengers and crew 

members could be put at risk.
In addition, the U.S.- and Europe-

an Union-led sanctions have cut off 
Moscow from the world’s two largest 
plane manufacturers, Chicago-based 
Boeing and Airbus, which is based in 
the Netherlands.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Putin signs law to seize foreign aircraft 
as sanctions impact Russian aviation

Vladmir Putin has signed a law on the 
registration of rights to foreign airplanes 
[Photo: Mikhail Klimentyev]
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

CNN - An Indian high 
court has upheld a ban on 
the wearing of hijabs or 
headscarves in education-
al institutes in Karnataka 
state, weeks after religious 
clashes erupted over the 
right to wear the Islamic 
garment in schools.

The state’s top court on 
Tuesday ruled that the hijab 
was not an “essential reli-
gious practice in Islamic 
faith” and dismissed a set 
of petitions filed by Mus-
lim students denied entry 
to classrooms in multiple 
schools and colleges across 
the state.

The court also ruled 
that the requirement for 
students to comply with 
school uniforms is a “rea-
sonable restriction, consti-
tutionally permissible and 
which the students cannot 
object to.”

Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Basavaraj Bommai 
appealed for calm after the 
ruling, which authorities 
feared could reignite reli-
gious protests.

“I request everybody to 
follow the high court order 
and maintain peace and or-
der,” Bommai told report-
ers Tuesday. “And allow 
the children to do their edu-
cation as usual.”

The controversy erupt-
ed after students staged a 
small protest in January 
demanding they be allowed 
inside the classroom while 

wearing the Islamic gar-
ments.

Their demonstration 
prompted rival protests 
from right-wing Hindus 
carrying saffron scarves 
- a colour widely associ-
ated with Hinduism - and 
chanting a religious Hindu 
slogan in support of Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP).

The dispute was seen 
as a symbol of deepening 
religious tensions in the 
state, where authorities or-
dered the closure of all high 
schools and colleges for 
several days to discourage 

protests in early February. 
Rallies in the state’s cap-
ital, Bengaluru, were also 
banned outside educational 
institutions for two weeks.

Scores of women from 
other Indian cities, includ-
ing capital Delhi, Hyder-
abad and Kolkata, also took 
to the streets in support of 
the Muslim girls.

State authorities had 
supported the hijab ban, 
citing the state’s mandate 
on religious attire.

But experts and activ-
ists say the hijab row runs 
deeper than a dress code, 
claiming it’s indicative of a 
wider crackdown on India’s 

minority Muslim popula-
tion since Modi’s BJP came 
to power almost eight years 
ago.

Karnataka -- where just 
13% of the population is 
Muslim -- is governed by 
the BJP, and the state has 
already passed legislation 
critics say favours Hindus.

Lawyer Mohammed 
Tahir, who represented 
one group of petitioners in 
court said in February that 
Karnataka was a “hotbed” 
of Hindutva ideology, sup-
ported by many right-wing 
groups, which seeks to 
make India the land of the 
Hindus.

Indian court upholds hijab 
ban in Karnataka state

Protesters gather in solidarity with Muslim women who were denied entry into school for wearing 
hijabs, in Bangalore, India 19 February 2022.
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A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

CBS - Pfizer’s CEO says the com-
pany is submitting data to the Food 
and Drug Administration on the need 
for a fourth dose of its COVID-19 vac-
cine. While the shot Pfizer is currently 
producing with BioNTech still pro-
tects against severe disease, the drug-
maker now believes another booster is 
needed to ward off infections.

“Right now, the way that we have 
seen, it is necessary, a fourth boost-
er right now. The protection that you 
are getting from the third, it is good 
enough, actually quite good for hos-
pitalizations and deaths. It’s not that 
good against infections,” Pfizer CEO 
Albert Bourla told “Face the Nation” 
in an interview that aired Sunday.

Steven Danehy, a spokesperson 
for Pfizer, said Bourla was referring 
to “early and preliminary” data and 
pointed to a study announced in Jan-
uary examining both a fourth dose of 
the currently-authorized formulation 
as well as one designed to target the 
Omicron variant.

“We will continue to collect and 
assess all available data and remain 
in open dialogue with regulators and 
health authorities to help inform a 
COVID-19 vaccine strategy as the vi-
rus evolves,” Danehy said in a state-
ment.

A White House spokesperson re-
ferred inquiries about the submission 
to the FDA. A spokesperson for the 
agency declined to comment.

Bourla had previously described 
the company’s submission as a “signif-
icant package of data about the need 
for a fourth dose,” in an interview with 
CNBC. His conclusions echo trends 
observed by health authorities around 

the world, who have studied vaccine 
effectiveness during the Omicron vari-
ant wave earlier this year.

A cohort study published by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention last month found vaccine ef-
fectiveness against COVID-19 emer-
gency room or urgent care visits had 
decreased to 66% among those who 
had received a third dose of one of the 
mRNA vaccines four to five months 
ago. The vaccine was 78% effective 
against COVID-19 hospitalizations 
among this group.

Beyond the fourth shot, Bourla said 
the company is attempting to create a 
new vaccine “that will protect against 
all variants, including Omicron, but 
also something that can protect for at 
least a year.”

“Omicron was the first one that 
was able to evade in a skilful way, the 
immune protection that we’re giving. 
But also, we know that the duration of 
the protection doesn’t last very long,” 
he said.

Federal health officials have pre-
viously said an additional booster shot 
would likely be needed to head off 
new waves of the virus, though poten-
tially not until the fall for most people.

“The hope would be that after our 
third shots we’re able to get enough 
time out of them that we end up on 
essentially a yearly COVID-19 boost-
er,” Dr. Peter Marks, the FDA’s top 
vaccines official, told an event hosted 
by the University of California San 
Francisco and Stanford University in 
January.

That timeline had been echoed by 
executives at Moderna, which is also 
racing to trial new versions of their 

COVID-19 vaccine it hopes regula-
tors can greenlight ahead of a potential 
“fall booster season.”

“It is time to update the vaccine 
against the mutations that are cur-
rently circulating, and to improve the 
durability against those new variants 
of concern. But it does run into the 
challenge of those filings,” Moderna’s 
president Stephen Hoge told investors 
last month.

However, officials have said the 
fourth dose timeline could be accel-
erated for groups more vulnerable to 
severe breakthrough infections as the 
virus continues to spread.

“I don’t think you’re going to be 
hearing, if you do, any kind of rec-
ommendations that would be across 
the board for everyone,” Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the president’s chief medical 
adviser, told reporters last month.

Close to half of all vaccinated 
adults and more than two thirds of 
vaccinated American seniors have re-
ceived a booster shot, according to the 
CDC’s figures.

While the pace of new cases and 
hospitalizations is continuing slow na-
tionwide in the wake of the Omicron 
surge earlier this year, more than a 
thousand COVID-19 deaths are still 
being reported per day on average.

Pfizer CEO says fourth dose of 
COVID  vaccine is “necessary,” 
submits data to FDA

Pfizer CEO, Albert Bourla



WEDNESDAY 16TH MARCH 2022

PAGE 22



WEDNESDAY 16TH MARCH 2022

PAGE 23

BBC - West Indies batter Nkru-
mah Bonner’s career is one of a high 
that came too soon before a low that 
lasted too long.

The 33-year-old, who hit a fine 
century in the drawn first Test against 
England last week, made his interna-
tional debut in T20 cricket in 2011 
having played just four professional 
games in the format.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, two 
poor performances against England 
and Australia followed and Bonner 
would not get a sniff of internation-
al cricket again for almost a decade, 
during which he went to work in con-
struction in the United States.

Bonner says he “sometimes” 
wondered whether cricket was not 
for him.

He adds: “There have been ups 
and downs but I always kept the faith 
and finally it’s paid off.”

Since making his Test debut in 
February 2021 against Bangladesh, 
Bonner has made two centuries in 10 
matches at an average of 49.2. His 
career is at an all-time high.

“During that 10-year period when 
I was out, there was a lot of work I 
put in mentally, physically and tech-
nically and I’m really happy to be 
reaping the rewards now,” he says.

“I’m more experienced now, I 
understand my game a lot better.

“I always had that belief I could 
play international cricket. Obvious-
ly sometimes the belief goes down a 
little bit but I kept working and I’m 
really happy to have come back.”

After several poor seasons with 
his native Jamaica, Bonner moved to 
Leeward Islands where he was un-
able to turn around his form and after 
two and half seasons he was released.

Rather than return home, Bonner 
moved to the United States and took 
a nine-to-five job in construction and 
has previously said he thought it was 

the end of his career.
However, he got “fed up” and de-

cided to move back to Jamaica to “do 
what I love”.

A switch was flipped. Bonner 
had previously averaged 24.05 in 
first-class cricket, but since return-
ing from the States, he has averaged 
50.8.

Bonner was re-signed by Jamaica 
and given a chance late in the 2018-
19 season after going unselected at 
the start of the year.

Batting at number seven and ar-
riving at the crease at 27-5, Bonner 
scored a crucial 97.

“Obviously that was the turning 
point of my career,” he says.

From that moment the runs have 
not stopped. The following season 
his performances earned him a spot 
as a Test reserve for West Indies’ tour 
of England in 2020.

Then came a debut against Ban-
gladesh where his 86 off 245 balls 
helped West Indies to a historic vic-

tory as they chased down 395 to win 
a match best remembered for Bon-
ner’s fellow debutant, Kyle Mayers, 
recording an unbeaten double centu-
ry.

Bonner’s innings symbolised 
what was to come as his obdurate, re-
silient style was on show once again 
last week as his first-innings 123 
came off 355 balls, before his un-
beaten 38 off 138 balls in the second 
innings safely guided West Indies to 
a draw on the final day.

“My runs are always gritty,” said 
Bonner after the match.

“I’m not a free-scoring guy, I’m 
very disciplined. My power is about 
concentration.

“It was very emotional, for sure. 
Getting some runs against England 
is always a good feeling, especially 
against a team under some pressure.”

Bonner will be hoping for more 
success against England when the 
second Test starts in Barbados on to-
day.

Sports News

Nkrumah Bonner hit his maiden Test century against Sri Lanka last year in his third 
match [Getty Images] 

Nkrumah Bonner’s superb return to 
international cricket after a decade out
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The Antigua Commercial Bank 
(ACB) Parish League 2022 domes-
tic season commenced over the 
weekend with the opening round of 
matches in the Dave Joseph Limited 
Overs Competition.

However, D&R Construction 
Sea View Farm and Newfield, made 
a poor start to their campaign upon 
their return to the Parish League pro-
gramme.

Playing at home, Sea View Farm 
suffered a narrow seven-run loss 

against the visiting Mahico team in 
a rain-affected encounter.

Chasing 122 to win in 21 overs, 
Sea View Farm could only muster 
114 for eight with Rolston Triss Phil-
lip getting 38 and K. Burton scoring 
32. Omari Heyliger snapped up three 
for 27.

Stephen Fane cracked an unbeat-
en 34 and Daniel Charles struck 20 
to guide Mahico to 121 for two off 
their 21 overs. Vishal Gobin picked 
up two for 21.

Newfield crashed to a much 
heavier defeat in their opening en-
counter, tumbling to 143 run defeat 
against their neighbours Freetown.

Set 215 for victory, Newfield 
were bundled out for a paltry 71 with 
off-spinner Geetesh Harrilall grab-
bing three for 13 and Austin Rich-
ards Jr. bagging three for 21. 

Osafa Bourne had a top score of 
14 for Newfield.

Dillon Willis had earlier ham-

BBC - The Premier 
League has not "worked 
through the consequences" 
if Chelsea are not sold by 31 
May but believes the club 
will complete this season.

The comments were 
made at a Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport session 
about the role of Russian 
money in clubs.

Chelsea are operating 
under a special licence after 
owner Roman Abramovich 
was sanctioned by the UK 
government.

"This is an extraordi-
nary, complex and unprec-
edented situation," said Pre-
mier League policy chief 
Helen MacNamara. "It is 
pretty new to all of us."

Russian Abramovich 
put the club up for sale but 
that process was halted after 
he had his British assets - in-
cluding Chelsea - frozen as 
part of the UK government's 
response to his country's in-
vasion of Ukraine.

On Tuesday, Abramov-

ich was also sanctioned by 
the EU, with a travel ban 
imposed and his assets fro-
zen.

A special licence grant-
ed by the government is al-
lowing Chelsea's fixtures to 
be fulfilled, staff to be paid 
and existing ticket-holders 
to attend matches but a new 
licence will need to be is-
sued for the London club to 
be sold.

"At the moment, the 

government has issued an 
operating licence which al-
lows the club to function un-
til the end of the season on 
31 May," said McNamara.

"You can completely 
see, while there are grounds 
to allow that licence for 
this period of time, it can't 
be a thing infinitely while 
the club remains in Roman 
Abramovich's ownership so 
that situation has to be re-
solved.

"It's an exceptional thing 
to do if someone's assets 
are frozen but the Premier 
League is able to fund Chel-
sea the money that we owe 
them so that they can carry 
on paying people through 
this season.

"The club are already 
up for sale so that process 
is, thankfully, quite mature. 
We are hopeful a sale will 
be able to go through before 
that 31 May deadline.

"We haven't worked 
through the consequences 
should the club not be sold 
by 31 May and what that 
will mean."

She added: "What we're 
trying to do at the moment 
is put one foot in front of the 
other and try to mange the 
issues as they come across 
our desks."

Earlier on in the DCMS 
hearing, UK Sports Minis-
ter Nigel Huddleston said 
football can "manage per-
fectly well without Russian 
investment".

Premier League has not 'worked through 
the consequences' if Chelsea are not sold

Chelsea owner Roman Abramovich has been sanctioned by the 
UK government [PA Media]

Parish League starts season with Dave Joseph contest

cont’d on pg 25
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BBC - England fast bowler Mark 
Wood has been ruled out of the sec-
ond Test against West Indies in Bar-
bados and will be replaced by Saqib 
Mahmood.

Wood injured an elbow on day 
three of the drawn first Test in Anti-
gua.

He did not bowl in West Indies' 
second innings after suffering "acute 
pain" when trying to bowl in the nets 
before the start of play on day five.

Lancashire's Mahmood, 25, will 
make his Test debut, with the match 
starting on Wednesday.

Ollie Robinson, who had a lengthy 
session in the nets on Monday after 
missing the first Test because of a 
back injury, continues to be sidelined.

Wood was only able to bowl five 
overs on day three of the first Test be-
fore leaving the field.

While both bowlers will miss the 
second Test, neither Wood or Robin-
son have been ruled out of the final 
meeting in the three-match series.

England captain Joe Root says 
Wood's omission from the team will 
be "disappointing" for the Durham 
player.

"He's been exceptional for us of 
late," said Root. "He's a big part of 
this team moving forward but it gives 
other guys opportunities."

Root says replacement Mahmood 
is a "great option to have up our 
sleeve".

"He's very mature for a guy who 

hasn't played a huge amount of inter-
national cricket and he has an under-
standing of how he wants to operate," 
said Root.

"He's been very impressive. He's 
got a slightly different trajectory and 
will give us a point of difference. He 
has done that when he's played in oth-
er formats.

"Clearly he has good control, es-

pecially if the ball moves with reverse 
swing."

England left out James Anderson 
and Stuart Broad, their top two lead-
ing wicket-takers in Tests, from the 
tour of the Caribbean.

Neither is understood to be on the 
list of reserves, with Warwickshire's 
Liam Norwell, 30, expected to be 
called up if required.

Sports News

mered 61 and S. Scotland 
cracked 41 to propel Free-
town to 214 all out. 

Edwin Jackson cap-
tured three for 41 and 
Rowan Irish claimed three 

for 59.
Willikies produced an 

undisciplined bowling and 
fielding display as they lost 
by two wickets to Police. 

Helped by a contri-
bution 80 extras, Police 

achieved their victory tar-
get of 179 for the loss of 
eight wickets. 

Nevil Nichols chipped 
in with 29 and Derek Mou-
rillon scored 24 for Police.

Cheyonne Walsh hit 

42 and Wayne Williams 
scored 36 in the Willikies 
total of 178 all out.

West Indies women’s 
player Shawnisha Hector 
and Lashorn Barnard each 
picked up two for 51.

cont’d from pg 24

England in West Indies: Mark 
Wood ruled out of second Test

Mark Wood was only able to bowl 17 overs in the first Test and did not appear on the 
final day [Getty Images]
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Debutant 218ft Dykstra/
Reichel Pugh ketch Hetai-
ros, skippered by Graham 
Newton, was among the 
class winners at the 11th edi-
tion of the Superyacht Chal-
lenge Antigua, which ended 
at the Nelson’s Dockyard, 
English Harbour on Sunday.

Hetairos won its three 
races in the Superyacht 
Challenge Series to capture 
the Privateers Class during 
four days of exciting rac-
ing, mostly in strong windy 
conditions, around the pic-
turesque southern Antigua 
coastline.

Hetairos was also the 
winner of last Thursday’s 
opening stand-alone Round 
Antigua Race, setting a new 
record of 3 hours, 46 min-
utes and 8 seconds for the 
48.6 nautical mile course.

Captain Newton said he 
hopes the new record estab-
lished by Hatairos will not 
be broken any time soon.

“Setting a new record 
for the Round Antigua was 
a great way to start the re-
gatta, and we hope that next 
year many more boats will 
take part in that race, but I 
hope that no one will beat 
our time for years to come,” 
Captain Newton said. 

“A big thank you to the 
organising committee for 
the regatta. Everyone has 
enjoyed the event tremen-
dously and a massive thank 
you to our permanent crew 
and the Hetairos race crew, 
and most of all our owners 

for inviting us here and al-
lowing us to thrash Hetai-
ros around the race course. 
It is always an honour and 
we look forward to the next 
one.”

The 140ft German Frers 
ketch Rebecca, skippered 
by Rob Foxell, was run-
ner-up behind Hetairos in 
the Privateers Class. 

Capturing third place 
was the 180ft Dykstra ketch 
Kamaxitha, skippered by 
Tim Urwin. 

However, Rebbecca, 
competing in her sixth Su-
per Superyacht Challenge 
Antigua, captured the Gos-
nell Trophy for the second 
time after last winning it in 
2019. 

Skipper Foxell ex-
pressed his appreciation for 
winning the Gosnell Trophy, 
goes to the yacht, which in 
the opinion of the competi-
tors and race committee, has 
competed in the Spirit of 

the Regatta both afloat and 
ashore.

“Winning the Gosnell 
Trophy really means a lot. 
The spirit of the regatta is 
an important thing for Re-
becca’s owner and all of the 
crew,” Foxell said. 

“To have our compet-
itors vote for us makes the 
award so special. COVID 
put a dampener on things 
this year, but I am sure 
there will be many more 
superyachts taking part in 
2023. This is a great regat-
ta.”

The two remaining 
classes of the Superyacht 
Challenge Antigua were 
won by Nilaya and Action.

The 112ft Baltic Nilaya, 
with Filip Balcaen at the 
helm, captured the Corsairs 
Class. The runner-up was 
Don Macpherson’s Swan 90 
Freya. Claiming third place 
was the J-Class Hanuman.

The 121ft Dyksra sloop 

Action, skippered by Josh 
Gilchrist, won the Buc-
caneers Class by a one-
point margin over the 112ft 
Sparkman & Stephens sloop 
Kawil skippered by Robert 
Lloyd.

 Third place was 
captured by John McMo-
nigall’s Oyster 82 Zig Zag, 
skippered by Carl Raynes.

Ten boats competed 
during four day event under 
the ORC Superyacht Rule.

The yachts and sailors 
who participated in the Su-
peryacht Challenge Antigua 
hailed from North America, 
Europe, Australasia, and the 
Caribbean.

The 11th edition of the 
Superyacht Challenge Anti-
gua concluded with a Prize 
Giving at the Admiral’s Inn 
on Sunday evening. 

The event is hosted an-
nually by the Admiral’s Inn 
and Antigua Rigging in as-
sociation with the Antigua 
and Barbuda’s National 
Parks Authority. 

It is managed by a Su-
peryacht Challenge Antigua 
Committee, which is head-
ed by Paul Deeth and Stan 
Pearson.

The Superyacht Chal-
lenge Antigua is designed 
to be solely for the pleasure 
of superyacht owners, their 
guests and crew. 

The 12th edition of 
the Superyacht Challenge 
Antigua will take place in 
the second week of March 
2023.

The 218ft ketch Hetairos won all its races to capture the Priva-
teer Class during the 11th edition of the Superyacht Challenge 
Antigua, which ended at the Nelson’s Dockyard in English Har-
bour on Sunday. (Photo:Claire Matches)

Hetairos make winning debut at 
Superyacht Challenge Antigua
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 Following a two-day visit of the 
team from the North American, Cen-
tral American and Caribbean Athlet-
ic Association (NACAC) to inspect 
preparations for the 2022 Carifta 
Games, a very favourable report was 
received. 

Chairman of the Local Organiz-
ing Committee, Hon Mike Fennell  is 
satisfied with the report, but noted 
that there is a “considerable amount 
of work left to the done to ensure the 
Games are successful.” 

The report revealed “the organi-
sational aspects of the preparation in 
detail is well advanced and profession-
ally undertaken. This is noteworthy 
given the short time-frame available 
since the JAAA was approached to 
host following the withdrawal of Guy-
ana.” 

The report went on to indicate 
“there is evidence of a strong commit-
ment to the realisation of a successful 
edition of the CARIFTA Games with 

every effort being made to emphasise 
Jamaica’s proficiency in the sport and 
in hosting track and field competitions 
in the year in which the country cele-
brates 60 years.”

Keith Joseph, Secretary General 
and Michael Serralta, Competitions 
Directors were the two officials from 
NACAC. 

The Rex Nettleford Hall at the 
University of the West Indies, Mona 
campus has been confirmed as the lo-
cation for the athletes’ village. 

Praises were also made regarding 
the credentials of the team. 

The April 16 - 18 Carifta Games 
will see the 49th staging following a 
two-year break due to the covid 19 
pandemic. 

JAAA President, Garth Gayle, not-
ed that “with most of the 27 nations 
completed their trials, we are excited 
at the opportunity for the Junior ath-
letes to compete against each other. 

The schedule for the weekend also 

includes a Congress, which is sched-
uled for Sunday (the 17th); the loca-
tion for the next year will be disclosed. 

The Games are set to feature over 
500 athletes from 27 nations, includ-
ing hosts, Jamaica. 

The Games has so far attracted 
support and partnership from: 

NACAC
World Athletics 
PUMA 
Ministry of Sport (SDF) 
SportsMax - TV rights holder and 

broadcast host 
Digicel 
Massy Distribution 
Wisynco 
Stewart’s Auto 
Recycling Partners of Jamaica 
UHWI 
KLAS FM 89 
Jamaica topped the medal table 

with 85 medals (36 G, 33 S, 16 B) at 
the 2019 edition which was held in the 
Cayman Islands. 

Mike Serralta (NACAC) conducts inspection at the Games venue with JAAA staff. Serralta is the Competitions Director. 

Jamaica gets green light from 
NACAC as host for Carifta 49
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Team Terminix made 
an impressive sweep of the 
Elite Male Class during the 
Pan Am Base Circuit Race 
on Sunday.

They dominated their 
division to claim the top 
four positions during the 
second race of the 2022 
Antigua and Barbuda Cy-
cling Federation’s (ABCF) 
domestic calendar.

Kohath Barton won the 
Elite Male Class by com-
pleting the 25-lap circuit 
race around the Pan Ameri-
can Naval Base in Coolidge 
in 1 hour, 34 minutes and 
24.76 seconds, 21/100 sec-
onds better than second 
place finisher, teammate 
Shawn Weathered.

Weathered, who won 
the elite class in the season 
opening Individual Time 
Trial on  20th February, 
had to settle for second 
place last Sunday with a 
time of 1 hour, 34 minutes 
and 24.97 seconds.

Fellow Team Terminix 
cyclist Emmanuel Gayral 
captured third place ahead 
of his colleague Conroy 
Thomas.

Lindsay Duffy of Road 
Runners Cycling Club 
completed the 15-mile cir-
cuit in 1 hour, 10 minutes 
and 11.86 seconds to cap-

ture the Elite Female Class 
over teammate Zhanna 
Prikhodko.

Road Runners Cycling 
Club also made a clean 
sweep of the top four plac-
es in the Sports Class. 
Newell Mack complet-
ed the 15-lap circuit in 1 
hour, 1 minute and 39.15 
seconds to win the Sports 
class.

Team-mate Micah Gore 
took the runner-up position 
ahead of colleagues Tizia-
no Rosignoli and Tacuma 
Davis. 

Delvin Peters of Team 
Terminix won the Mas-
ters Class with a time of 1 

hour, 24 minutes and 53.12 
seconds across the 20-lap 
circuit.

Neil Lloyd of N&R 
Wheelers took second 
place with a time of 1 hour, 
26 minutes and 04.09 sec-
onds, while Ken Jackson 
of Road Runners Cycling 
Club secured third place 
after recording 1  hour, 
26 minutes and 04.22 sec-
onds.

Arusa Murray-Watkins 
of Wadadli Cycling Acad-
emy clocked 32 minutes 
and 38 seconds over five 
laps to win the 11 to 13 
Cadets Class in which she 
defeated lone competitor 

Antoine Simon of the An-
dre Simon Cycling Acade-
my. Simon recorded a time 
of 32 minutes and 58.70 
seconds.

Tahje Browne of Wa-
dadli Cycling Academy 
claimed the 13-17 Cadet 
Class in a time of 1 hour 
and 11.42 seconds over the 
15-lap circuit. 

Dejaun Francis of East-
side Riders finished second 
ahead of team-mate Curtis 
Soanes. Francis recorded a 
time of 1 hour, 5 minutes 
and 13.14 seconds, while 
Soanes clocked a time of 1 
hour, 7 minutes and 22.35 
seconds.

Team Terminix Kohath Barton, centre, won the Elite Male Class ahead of teammates Shawn 
Weathered, left, and Emmanuel Gayral, right, during the Pan Am Base Circuit Race on Sunday. 
(Photo courtesy ABCF)

Team Terminix sweep Elite Male 
Class in Pan Am Base Circuit Race


