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THEVILLAGE CONCEPT has become so expanded and bandied to illustrate the preponderance of buzzwords, catchphrases and jargon
that typify our techno-times - ditto: the global village ... the expo village ... the tourism village. We leave it for the sociologists and
social psychologists to debate whether true village definition and identity is in any way abused or distorted by all this ‘village this’
and ‘village that' But should that be the case, our annual celebration of an ancient place (still in existence) called Bethlehem, should
provide whatever healing is needed — CHRISTMAS VILLAGE - that story in on PAGE15
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GET YOURSHOTNOW:Fauci
says current vaccine boosters
protect against Omicron

Vaccine makers do not
need to make a new inocula-
tion targeted at the Omicron
coronavirus variant, accord-
ing to Anthony Fauci, after
data showed that booster
shots of existing jabs contin-
ue to offer protection.

Dr. Fauci, the chief med-
ical adviser to US presi-
dent Joe Biden, released data
on Wednesday that showed
a third dose of Moderna’s
COVID-19 vaccine boosted
antibody levels well above
the threshold needed to neu-

tralise the virus.

The data added to growing
evidence that a third dose of
the vaccines made by both
BioNTech/Pfizer and Moder-
na offered significant protec-
tion, even against the heavily
mutated strain.

Drive out this Christmas in a New Suzuki SWIFT from Hadeed Motors Limited.
Reverse Camera, Touch Screen, Bluetooth and so much more.
Enjoy FREE Insurance, Licensing, Registration, Plates, Service, Gas and 5 Years Warranty.

Visit our showroom , Chose your colour and Drive out your new car.

Take advantage of the 10% ABST Reduction, one step closer to owning your new ride.

Give us a call at 481-2500.
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“The early in vitro
and clinical studies...
indicate that boost-
ers reconstitute the
antibody titers and
enhance the vaccine
protection  against
Omicron,” Dr. Fau-
ci said at the White
House.

He added: “Our
booster vaccine reg-
imens work against
Omicron. At this
point, thereisnoneed
for a variant-specific
booster.”

Dr. Fauci’'s com-
ments were the most
definitive  rebuttal
yet to the idea that a
variant-specific vac-
cine might be the
only way to combat
Omicron, which was
first detected in Bo-
tswana and South
Africa, and is rip-
ping through the UK
and Denmark.

Pfizer, BioNTech,
Moderna and John-
son & Johnson are
studying whether a
variant-specific vac-
cine mightbe needed
and have begun work
to develop such a jab.

On Wednesday, Dr.
Fauci presented data

from the National
Institute of Allergy &
Infectious Diseases
showing that a third
dose of Moderna’s
vaccine boosted an-
tibody levels by more
than 20 times when
tested in alaboratory.

The findings added
to research from Bi-
oNTech/Pfizer which
showed a booster
shot increases anti-
body levels 25 times.

The data also sug-
gested that a two-
dose regimen was
effective at keeping
people out of hospi-
tal.

Discovery Health,
the largest private
health provider in
South Africa, said this
week that two dos-
es of Pfizer’s vaccine
were 70% effective at
preventing hospital-
isation.

US officials reit-
erated the message
that people should
get vaccinated and
boosted to protect

themselves against
COVID-19, noting
that  unvaccinated

individuals were 14
times more likely to
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die from the virus.

The warning
came days after the
US passed 800,000
COVID deaths since
the start of the pan-
demic.

Rochelle  Walen-
sky, head of the US
Centers for Disease
Control & Preven-
tion (CDC), said on
Wednesday that the
new strain account-
ed for about 4% of
the country’s infec-
tions and as much
as 13%in New York
and New Jersey.

But experts expect-
ed it to become the
dominant  variant
within weeks.

Government data
showed that just 61%
of Americans were
fully vaccinated, sig-
nificantly below the
levels in many other
developed nations.

Just over 27% of
the population has
received a booster
dose. (REPRINTED
from The Financial
Times)
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Cabinethighlights:
Ministers close out

2021witheven

strongerresolve.

Prime Minister
Gaston Browne will
use his New Year’s
Day address to the
nation to announce
the portfolio(s) that
he will assign to
former Education
Minister Michael
Browne who is being
reinstated to Cabi-

net following his ac-
quittal in the High
Court this week on a
criminal accusation
that had resulted in
him having to stand
down until such an
outcome.

Despite the
21-month State of

Emergency and as-
sociated curfew
due to be lifted next
week, private par-
ties are limited to
25 persons (other
than those held in
bio-secure spaces).
Further, Cabinet re-
serves the right to
review every seven
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days the efficacy of
the restrictions that
are imposed in order
to determine wheth-
er those restrictions
are achieving the de-
sired outcome.

Ten thousand
(10,000) test kits are
to be made avail-
able immediately to
those who operate
restaurants, clubs,
bars even churches
in order to encour-
age self-regulation.
It is anticipated that
those who get posi-
tive results from the
rapid tests are to
present themselves
to the Sir Lester Bird
Medical Centre for
PCR test immediate-
ly thereafter.

The Police and the
CBH enforcement
officers to visit the
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social spaces with regularity

in order to ensure that the
operators are abiding by the
rules.

The regulations will be
amended to restrict the ab-
solute number of persons
attending any bar or place
of entertainment outside
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of approved Fetes to 150
during the period Decem-
ber 24th 2021 to January 7th
2022.

The regulations will be
further strengthened to
mandate that owners and
operators of bars, restau-
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Follow usion Twitter: @]

rants and clubs would have
to satisfy the Central Board
of Health (CBH) officials
that they have sufficient
mechanisms in place to lim-
it the [numbers of] persons
frequenting their establish-
ments, [that] are fully vacci-
nated, and that they present
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the approved proof
of vaccination.

The  authorities
will continue to send
SARS-CoV-2 positive
samples to CAR-
PHA for genomic se-
quencing in order to
detect the omicron
variant should it be
present. To date, An-
tigua and Barbuda
has NOT recorded
a single case of this
variant, although it
is only a matter of
time before it will
reach the shores of
many Caribbean
countries.
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In the past week
visitors have come
from more than 77
countries all carry-
ing ID cards show-
ing that they are ful-
ly vaccinated; yet, a
small number has
been identified as
infected.

The population
must, therefore, be
prepared to live with
COVID, and many
will have to take a
booster shot to pro-
tect against possible
infection.

.”':‘
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The Cabinet con-
tinues to ask the ad-
ministrator to accel-
erate the sale and
buy-back of LIAT’s
chattel assets. The
object is to ensure
that LIAT’s former
workers could have
had some funds over
the Christmas hol-
idays. The Cabinet
agrees that it will be
unconscionable to
use tax payers mon-
ey to pay LIAT’s staff
100% of the monies
owed to them, even
when the govern-
ments liability was

::*-ll"

.............,.........., * A Message from Antigua and Barbuda Transport Board ', *

no more than 34%
of the value of LIAT’s
ownership. The of-
fer of a compassion-
ate payment is the
result of a clear un-
derstanding that the
share value is $0.00
and the government
has no legal obliga-
tion to pay.

The Cabinet of
Antigua and Barbu-
da took a decision
to offer to the fami-
ly of Franklyn “King
Frank-1” Francis an
Official Funeral. He
was appointed the
country’s Ambassa-
dor to Ethiopia in
2014, had a histo-
ry of involvement
in the Rastafarian
movement for de-
cades, and was an
outstanding sports-
caster for many
years. If the offer is
accepted, it would
be the very first time
in the history of the
Caribbean that a
Rastafarian brethren
has been accorded
an Official Funeral.
The Cabinet is giv-
ing consideration to
a replacement Am-
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bassador to Ethiopia from
the Rastafarian Community.

The Barbuda Council is
reminded that it is not au-
thorized to issue leases to
anyone. The Cabinet has
learned that it has become
a common practice to is-
sue leases to relatives and
friends, purportedly giving
control of land contiguous
to projects that are under
development with the ex-
pectation that those leases
will subsequently be sold
for very high prices to the
principals of the develop-
ment. Those leases will not

be honoured. The Minister
responsible for APUA an-
nounced that the reverse
osmosis plant at Ffryes is
to be commissioned com-
mencing Monday 17th Jan-
uary. That plant will deliver
1,000,000 gallons of fresh
water daily.

The Minister of Health
reported that the Global
Climate Facility (GCF) will
provide a grant of US$32
million in February to im-
prove climate resilience in
Antigua and Barbuda. Sev-
eral projects have already
been identified for funding.
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The Minister of Housing
reported that 307 parcels
of land were distributed by
CHAPA during 2021. New
homes have been built in
Lightfoot, Liberta, Table Hill
Gordon, Seatons (where 110
parcels have been identified
for distribution), Comfort
Hall, and Signs.

Cabinet convened on
Thursday for the very last
time for 2021, and will not
meet again until the second
week of January 2022.
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The Caribbean Travel Awards
2022:VC Bird International

Ailr

portis Caribbean

Airportofthe Year.

Sinceitfirstopened
in 2015, the new VC
Bird has been at the
forefront of Caribbe-
an aviation, cultivat-
ing a modern, world-
class experience that
justkeeps gettingbet-
ter, from outstanding

able VIP lounge and
an all-around sense
of comfort and ease —
a welcome departure
from the experience
at many competing
airports.

That'’s without
mentioning contin-

duty-free offerings to
a modern, comfort-

ued route growth,
particularly from

RLNC 5 a g pat
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA =
REGISTERED LAND ACT, CAP, 374
A
Section 34 % i
of the

Act

Registration Section
Potters & Belmont

Block Parcel
613-1891D 110

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO REPLACE LOST LAND CERTIFICATE

TAKE NOTICE that an application was filed in the Land Reg:stry on (o«/d’ay of
December, 2021 by DAVID DORSETT of WATT, DORSETT, HEWLETT LAW
of 55A Newgate St., St. Joh

Antigua the Applicants herein for the replacement

of Land Certificate No. ¢ and dated the

21.11.89 issued to Veronica
Victoria James, being thz owner of the above-mentioned property, which has

been lost or destroyed.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that anyone who objects to thz issue of a Land
Certificate who has knowledge of the original Land certificaze must within the
period of one (1) month from the Second Publication of this notice in the

newspaper inform the Registrar of lands in writing,.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in the absence of any objection or information as
to the existence of the original Land Certificate within the time specified the
Registrar of Lands may proceed to cancel the original Land Certificate and issue

a new Land Certificate in its place without further notice.

A
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the all-important US
market.

In 2012, the con-
struction of a new
passenger termi-
nal building com-
menced. The build-
ing spans 23,000
square meters with 46
common use count-
ers, 15 self-check ki-
osks, a state-of-the-
art baggage make-up
system, four passen-
ger loading bridges
and more than 30
retail and food and
beverage commer-
cial spaces.

In 2025, the VC Bird
International Airport
will celebrate its 40th
anniversary. In 1985,
the airport was re-
named after Antigua

and Barbuda’s na-
tional hero and first
prime minister Sir
Vere Cornwall Bird.

It is one of the larg-
est airports in the
Leeward Islands,
serving over 860,000
passengers per year.

VCBIA employs
over 900 persons,
making it one of the
largest transport en-
tities in the sub-re-
gion.

It services more
than 50 destinations
worldwide, and has
a diverse commercial
programme.

The Fixed Based
Operation (FBO) at
VCBIA provides ser-
vice to a variety of
business jets.

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that RAYMUNDO EMILIO
CEDENO RODRIGUEZ of Lower All Saints Road
is applying to the Minister for Naturalisation and that
any person who knows any reason why Naturalisation
should not be granted should send a written and signed
statement of the facts to the Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs.
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VC Bird International Airport

To: Her Worship
License magistrate
Magistrates court
High street
St. John's
Antigua

To: Her Worship
Magistrate for District “A”
Magistrates court
High street
St. John's
Antigua

To: The Commissioner of Police
Police Headquarters
America Road
St. John's
Antigua

1,JUDY MC COY of cooks hill in the Parish of Saint John in the state of An-
tigua and Barbuda DOHEREBY give NOTICE that is my intention to apply
at the Next Special Sitting of the Liquor Licensing Court to be held at the
Magistrates Court, Grays Farm, St. John's Antigua on the 6th day of Jan-
uary 2022 next ensuring for a Tavern license in respect of my premise
known a TONY WATER-SPORTS" situated at Dickenson Bay in the parish
of Saint John in the state of Antigua and Barbuda.

DATED the 5th day of November 2021
DAMIEN BENJAMIN

BENJAMIN LEGAL SERVICES
Solicitors for JUDY MCCOY
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JERVICESTATION

 OPE 6:0080. 70 10:00 Pl

OFFICE ——~562 0165
ALCOUNTS —— 562 3477

PERCIVALSERVICESTATIONRGIAIL.COM
FORT A0, ST JOHN'S. ANTIGIR AND BARGUDA
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COVID Dashboard Update
for December16, 2021

COVID-19

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA DASHBOARD FOURTIPSTO
COMD-19 satistics as of 15h December atpm vz, | PROTECT
Vaccination statistics as of 10th December 2011 m

Published on: 16th December 2021

o

HOSPITALIZED

ISOLATED

ACTIVE CASES

RECOVERED CASES

DEATHS

CONFIRMED CASES

PARTIALLY

VACCINATED

WORLDWIDE STATS

oy
i

Government of Antigua & Barbuda
Ministry of Health, Wellness & Environment

High & Long Streets
St. Jahn's, Antigua.

Contact us if you are exhibiting symptoms
CONID-19 BOTLINE $62-6843 | COVIDEMSIMCORG

The most recent re-
port received by the
Ministry of Health,
Wellness & the En-

vironment revealed
eight (8) new lab-
oratory confirmed

COVID-19 cases in
Antigua and Barbuda
as of Wednesday 15th
December 2021 at 6:00
p.m. Two hundred and
forty-five (245) sam-
ples were processed.
Three (3) recovered
cases were recorded.
Consequently, the
total number of per-

 {

- -

sons with laboratory
confirmed COVID-19
cases in Antigua and
Barbuda is 4,186;
which is inclusive of
33 active cases.

There are no hospi-
talized cases.

Meanwhile, Antigua
and Barbuda has fully
vaccinated 57,888 in-
dividuals; while 4,033
have only received
their first dose.

The Dashboard has
been updated to re-
flect these changes.

RAFFLE

10% OFF
FOR ANY SERVICES PLUS A CHANCE TO WIN THE
FOLLOWING:

= 1 MONTH TWIST FITNESS MEMBERSHIP

= 1MONTH SPA PASS
* BLENDZ COUPON

= SPEHYNX WAX STUDIO $85 GIFT CARD

DOOK an Appointment
I | |
CALL US: 562-8978
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State of Emergency will
definitely end onDecember23

The State of Emergency (SOE)
introduced back in March 2020
at the start of the COVID-19
pandemic will end at midnight
on December 23, 2021.

The confirmation came from
Prime Minister Gaston Browne
as he introduced a motion in
the House of Representatives
on Thursday to formally end
the SOE and the curfew that
accompanied it for the past
21-months.

“From one second after mid-
night on December 24, the

State of Emergency will no lon-
ger exist; and the curfew, as
well, will be eliminated. So, Mr.
Speaker, from just after mid-
night on the 24th there will no
longer be a State of Emergency
until such time as the Govern-
ment sees the need to re-intro-
duce similar restrictions. How-
ever, the health protocols that
have been established such as
the wearing of masks, social
distancing and the washing of
hands, those remain in place,”
the Prime Minister explained.

The much anticipated lifting
of the State of Emergency and
curfew comes with a caveat, as
the Prime Minister has put the
public on notice that there will
be strict limits to social events
and even for private gatherings.

While fetes will be able to
resume, promoters have been
told that all patrons must be
fully vaccinated and there will
be limits placed on the num-
ber of attendees. Private events
must not exceed 25 persons.

“The Cabinet on Wednesday

=8 PIECES OF CHICKEN
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determined that no large fetes
will be allowed over the next
three weeks to allow for a safe
yuletide season. We recognise
that the yuletide season pro-
vides opportunities for spread
of the virus from increased so-
cialization and we do not want
there to be large fetes from
which there [is] significant
spread and we are then unable
to contain it,” he stated.

According to PM Browne,
the government is taking these
steps especially in light of the
fact that there is a new COVID
variant — the Omicron vari-
ant which is spreading rapidly
across the world. He added that
while the variant has not yet
been detected in the country, it
is only a matter of time before
that happens.

PM Browne is also advising
that both law enforcement and
health officials will be policing
the adherence of the regula-
tions as they relate to the num-

ber of persons at bars (no more &
than 100) or other social events. ==*

The country’s leader further
explained that his government

took a conscious decision to lift

the State of Emergency and cur-
few at this time as it wanted to
‘fully open’ the country heading
into the New Year, 2022.

“We wanted to go into 2022
with less restrictions as we seek
to strike that delicate balance

between saving lives and sav-

ing livelihoods. We can't be par-
alysed by COVID. We have to
learn to live with COVID,” PM
Browne declared.

FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER 2021

4 Vaccination sites open:
*\ Mon-Fri, 9:00am-5:00pm
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne.

| DATEFINAL | ' RECOMMENDED |  ALTERNATE
VACCINE | | DATE BOOSTER | .
| VACCINE DOSE | " BOOSTER |  BOOSTER
wee - VAGEEED T | VACCINEDUE OO R pE | VACCINETYPE
May - June 2021 December 2021

Astraleneca
July 2021

Astraleneca Plizer

January 2022

Plizer Astraleneca

EAugust 2021

| February 2021

Johnson
& Johnson

Johnson

& Johnson MOY- June 2021 December 2021

Sinopharm  {July 2021 | January 2022 | Sinopharm i Sinopharm

A Booster Vaccines available at;

Multipurpose Cultural and Exhibition Centre and Villa Polyclinic.

Original COVID-19 vaccine
card (paper) & ID are required
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Entrepreneur creates Christmas

Village hlghllghtmg Caribbean

culture

Forsianne Joseph is
spreading Christmas cheer
and Caribbean love this
Christmas, through her
Caribbean Christmas Vil-
lage.

The tradition of build-
ing decorative Christmas
Villages has been around
for centuries. While the
Internet is inundated
with Villages that depict
Christmas in the temper-
ate countries, it is rare to
find Villages that showcase
what Christmas is like in
the Caribbean.

This was one of the
driving forces behind the
creation of the Caribbe-
an Christmas Village, the
other being the building
of good and lasting mem-
ories with her family.

The Caribbean Christ-
mas Village highlights
Caribbean culture and
Christmas traditions gen-
erally celebrated in the
islands, such as house-to-
house caroling, midnight
mass or attending church
on Christmas Eve, the
gathering of families and
friends with lots of food
and drinks, shopping, and
weddings.

The Village comes alive,
especially at night when
the decorative lights are
switched on and the build-
ings are lit. It features a
harbour with yachts and
a cruise ship, palm trees,
a sugar mill, along with

Entrepreneur creates Christmas Village highlighting Caribbean culture

a mountain range and a
farm made by Forsianne.

The Caribbean Christ-
mas Village also depicts
traditions that are unique
to some Caribbean is-
lands, like the Festival of
Lights and Renewal in St
Lucia, the Nine Mornings
Festival in

St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, Christmas
in the Park in Dominica
and Antigua and Barbu-
da, Carols by Candlelight
in Grenada, and Carnival
in Montserrat and St. Kitts
and Nevis.

“It is important to in-
clude our children in, and
educate them about, Ca-
ribbean Christmas tradi-

tions so they can embrace
as well as enjoy the ex-
perience. They must also
see similar looking people
and things in the Village
to make it more meaning-
ful. Likewise, the Village
provides an avenue for
adults to reminisce while
celebrating  Christmas,”
says Forsianne.

She also wants to take
the opportunity to thank
her friends and the musi-
cians who contributed to
the production of the Ca-
ribbean Christmas Village
which can be found on
YouTube at www.YouTube.

com/user/forsip.
Persons are encouraged
to like, subscribe, and

share the video, as a col-
lective approach to show-
casing Christmas in the
Caribbean.

Forsianne  is also
featuring a count-
down-to-Christmas seg-

ment — captioned Christ-
mas Village Stories — from
15-24 December 2021. All
are invited to be a part of
the experience.

Forsianne Joseph is a
human resources con-
sultant, creative thinker
and crafter, who enjoys
Christmas and sharing her
skills. She can be contact-
ed at (268) 727-3076 or via
e-mail at forsie@gmail.
com or forsianne@siahr-
consulting.com.
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Retorm the OAS or
oversee its irrelevance

By Sir konald Sanders

(The writer is Antigua
and Barbuda's Ambassa-
dor to the United States
and the Organization
of American States. He
is also a Senior Fellow
at the Institute of Com-
monwealth Studies at
the University of London
and Massey College in
the University of Toron-
to. The views expressed
are entirely his own)

Our world exists today
in troubled circum-

stances, governed by
outmoded charters and
laws that are no longer
fit for purpose and do
not respond to human
needs.

When most of these
Charters were signed 70
Or more years ago, more
than 70 countries were
not independent and
had no say in their for-
mulation.

Therefore, the condi-
tions of underdevel-
opment, poverty and

disease - that today

plague nations around
the globe — were not
considered. If anything,
they were regarded as
the natural condition of
colonized people that
would be addressed by
their predictable death.
Life was cheap.

The Charter of the Or-
ganization of American
States (OAS) is one such
governing document. It
was signed in 1948 but
brought into force on
December 13, 1951 -
seventy years ago.

The leaders of the 14
countries that signed
the Charter were most-
ly autocrats who were
more concerned with
avoiding being over-
thrown by military
coups d’état than they
were about the will of
their own people. They
were especially con-
cerned that — notwith-
standing any actions
they took to repress dis-
sent among their own
people — no other coun-
try should have any
right to criticize.

Only one present day
CARICOM country, Hai-
ti, was a member of the
Organization at that
time.

The leaders were also

concerned with set-
tling disputes between
themselves peacefully
and in acting collec-
tively against external
aggression against any
of them. Not all of them
succeeded in pursuing
peaceful dispute settle-
ments with neighbours.
Military skirmishes, sa-
ber rattling, and other
acts of aggression con-
tinued.

Significantly, while the
70th anniversary — on
December 13, 2021 - of
the Charter coming into
force should have been
an occasion for celebra-
tion, the date came and
went with no commem-
oration by the OAS.

The Charter has been
amended only four
times in the last 70
years, and then only in
response to urgent po-
litical crises. Yet it cries
out for reform.

The CARICOM mem-
ber countries of the OAS
place great value on the
major cornerstones of
the Charter, particular-
ly: the effective exercise
of representative de-
mocracy; non-aggres-
sion; the pacific settle-
ments of disputes; the
multi-dimensionality
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of security; the recog-
nition that economic
cooperation is essential
to the common welfare
and prosperity of our
peoples; and the proc-
lamation of the fun-
damental rights of the
individual without dis-
tinction as to race, na-
tionality, creed, or sex.
However, knowing that
many of these princi-
ples — particularly as
they refer to develop-
ment — are recognized
more by omission than
commission, CARICOM
countries have, at var-
ious times, urged that
the Charter be rejuve-
nated, making it rele-
vant to the present chal-
lenges that confront the
Americas.

It is not sufficient for
the Charter to recognize
the indispensability of
economic cooperation
without commitment
to ensuring economic
development. It is not
enough for the Charter
to proclaim fundamen-
tal rights of the individ-
ual without distinction
as to race — and yet be
silent on positive action
to end racism which still
lurks in the shadows of
some governance Sys-
tems and, sometimes,
displays itself even in
the bright daylight of
their flawed justice ma-
chinery. Nowhere in the
Charter is it inscribed

that Member States
should implement ma-
chinery to eradicate the
scourge of racism from
the Americas.

Is it adequate that the
Charter declares — as a
principle — that educa-
tion of peoples should
be directed toward jus-
tice, freedom and peace,
without acknowledging
that justice, freedom
and peace will not be
served while inequities
of access to education
continue to exist across
the hemisphere?

In today’s interconnect-
ed world where bor-
ders are no barriers to
disease and no walls
against Climate Change,
is it right that the Char-
ter should declare that
“Development is the
primary responsibility
of each country”, when
small states today are
ravaged by the effects
of CO2 emissions from
other countries that re-
tard and erode their de-
velopment with impu-
nity?

Is it right that — against
the reality of the loss
and damage inflicted
by Climate Change and
Global warming - all
the Charter says is that
“member states should
refrain from practicing
policies and adopting
actions or measures that
have serious adverse
effects on the develop-
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ment of other mem-
ber states,” and yet not
provide for adequate
compensation or mea-
sures that would cause
offending countries to
cease and desist?

When the Charter en-
tered into force, it suit-
ed the requirements
of the leaders of the 14
countries that directed
its authorship. But 1951
conditions and preoc-
cupations of 14 leaders
should not continue to
prevail in 2021 circum-
stances for 33 countries.
I say 33 because Cuba
and Venezuela - who
were among the original
signatories — have with-
drawn from the Organi-
zation; although there
is a fiction that Cuba is
still a member and that
Venezuela is represent-
ed by the nominee of
an “Interim” President
who is recognized by
fewer than 50 countries
globally (and then only
barely).

If the members of the
OAS want the Organi-
zation to be relevant to
the lives of their people,
to their economic ad-
vancement and to their
social improvement,
they have to make its
framework fit for pur-
pose.

Governments  should
consider the establish-
ment of a Group of Wise
Persons - reflective of

the regional member-
ship — to analyze the
Charter and to make
recommendations on
how it should be re-
formed. The alternative
is to limp along (mostly
to be paralyzed) in the
illusion that yesterday’s
Charter is still fit for
purpose in our hemi-
sphere of today.

There is a Biblical pro-
scription against pour-
ing new wine into old
wineskins; for, surely,
the old wineskins will
burst and the new wine
will spill — wasting the
years and effort that
were devoted to its pro-
duction.

By seeking to retain a
70-year-old document
— written at a very dif-
ferent time by represen-
tatives of only 14 coun-
tries — and to apply its
outmoded approaches
to 33 countries in mod-
ern day realities, the
OAS members are pur-
suing an effort that can
no longer be sustained.
After 70 years, the gov-
ernments of the OAS
member states should
recognize that it is time
for a comprehensive
study to recommend
its reform, renewal, and
relevance.

Responses and previous
commentaries: www.
sirronaldsanders.com
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Barbados: Entertainment ban lifted!
Liveinperson performances toreturn

Loop News - Govern-
ment is lifting the ban
on entertainment events
after an impassioned
plea by the fraternity.

Prime Minister Mia
Mottley = made the
announcement on
Wednesday during a
press conference at the
Garfield Sobers Gymna-
sium, following a con-
sultation with the social
partnership.

This comes on the
heels of a call by the
Barbados  Association
of Event Professionals
(BAEP) on Tuesday to re-
move the curfew and lift
the ban on events.

The BAEP stated that
the local industry was in
a state of emergency and
suggested that the “con-
venient removal and ad-
justment of the curfew
to accommodate gov-
ernment functions” was
discriminatory.

Addressing the nation,
Prime Minister Mottley
declared that the new
directive will take effect
from Friday, December
17.

Chief medical offi-
cer Dr Kenneth George
outlined that promot-
ers must get approval
for outdoor or “open air
events” and large gather-
ings from the COVID-19
Monitoring Unit, and
the National Cultural

i 1T AULEREL . AR
Chief medicul officer, Dr. Kenneth George.

Foundation (NCF) will
provide guidance re-
garding the number of
patrons that can be ac-
commodated.

Additionally, promot-
ers, artistes and produc-
tion staff will be required
to take a rapid antigen
test and be fully vacci-
nated to work behind
and on stage.

Meanwhile, patrons
must be either vaccinat-
ed or take a rapid anti-
gen test 24 hours before
the event.

“The objective is to try
to create an environ-
ment where the trans-
mission of COVID is
either non-existent or
limited,” remarked Dr.
George on the health re-
quirements.

He noted that “vac-
cine only events” were

at the discretion of the
promoters and not man-
dated by the Ministry of
Health & Wellness.

The chief medical of-
ficer also announced
that organised sporting
events will now be per-
mitted, with similar vac-
cine and testing require-
ments.

Akin to entertainment
events, spectators at
outdoor events will be
required to be either
vaccinated or tested;
while players, organisers
and staff must be vacci-
nated and take a rapid
antigen test.

“If there is an inter-
national sporting event
that is being promoted
as vaccine-only, those
will be promoted as such
by those private opera-
tors.”

Dr. George also re-
vealed there will be an
amendment to the ac-
commodation require-
ments for places of wor-
ship.

The six-feet distancing
requirement in places
of worship can be nar-
rowed to three-feet, pro-
viding that 70 percent of
those gathered are fully
vaccinated.

“At this point in time,
we are not asking that,
for you to enter a church,
you be tested. You ei-
ther do six-feet distanc-
ing or, if you want more
people within a partic-
ular space, it should be
three-feet  distancing
with masks, with the ca-
veat that 70 percent of
the population within
the faith-based organi-
sation is vaccinated,” he
explained.

Graduations, paternal
societies, and meetings,
can also resume un-
der the guidance of the
COVID-19 Monitoring
Unit.

“We have not agreed to
a mandatory focus [on
vaccinations] and there-
fore persons entering a
particular space need to
know that to enter that
space they will be re-
quired to be tested using
rapid antigen test.”
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Governmentfires unvaccinated
teachersin St. Vincent

President of the St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Teachers’ Union, Oswald Robinson.

CMC - Several teach-
ers have been formal-
ly dismissed from their
jobs for failing to take
a COVID-19 vaccine as
mandated, without med-
ical or religious exemp-
tions, the St. Vincent and
the Grenadines Teach-
ers’ Union confirmed on
Thursday.

The union told CMC
News that, as of Wednes-
day, 12 teachers had in-
formed the union that
they had received dis-
missal letters.

“We expect that more
would come in today
and we are monitoring
very closely what is hap-

pening, but the union’s
commitment is to assist
all of its members, both
vaccinated and unvacci-
nated,” said the union’s
president, Oswald Rob-
inson.

He added that a num-
ber of the teachers had
indicated that they had
not received any salary
for December. “Salaries
are supposed to be paid
today and some people
have already checked
and they have not re-
ceived any salary [for De-
cember].”

Under the govern-
ment’s vaccine mandate,
frontline workers, in-

cluding teachers, would
be considered as absent
without leave - even if
they did show up for
work — once they were
not fully vaccinated.

Some teachers had
been turning up to work
despite their unvaccinat-
ed status and Prime Min-
ister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves
had warned that they
would not be paid.

CMC News has ob-
tained a December 10
letter to a teacher from
Chief Personnel Officer
Arlene  Regisford-Sam,
informing of her termi-
nation.

The letter stated that
the teacher had failed to
comply with Rule 5 of
the Public Health (Public
Bodies Special Measures)
Rules 2021 and, as a re-
sult, had been deemed
absent from duty with-
out leave since Novem-
ber 22, 2021.

“Accordingly, on be-
half of the Public Service
Commission, I have to
inform you that you are
deemed to have resigned
your office with effect
from December 7th,
2021, and have ceased
to be an officer, in accor-
dance with Regulation
31 of the Public Service
Commission Regulation,
Chapter 10 of the Laws

of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines,” the termi-
nation letter stated.

Robinson said he has
told the fired teachers
that the union would be
fighting on their behalf.

“I sent a voice note out
to them to tell them to
just stay focused ... and
we are moving forward
with our legal battle ...
and at some point in
time we may have other
actions coming up,” he
said.

He added that his ex-
ecutive would meet on
Friday. “We are going to
consolidate, we are go-
ing to strategise what we
are going to do in the up-
coming week,” Robinson
said.

“We are monitoring
very closely, but we are
definitely taking action.
Our legal counsels are
supposed to be filing
sometime today or to-
morrow and we are go-
ing forward in full force,
straight to the end. We
are not going to give up,
we are not going to leave
anybody unaccounted
for.”

The union leader said
a programme may be
implemented to assist
teachers who have not
received a December sal-
ary.
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Regional tourism stakeholders
alerted to hazards of marine pollution

St. Lucia Times - Marine pollution is
an issue of major concern to regional
tourism industry stakeholders and the
matter has necessitated the commis-
sioning of a consultative report to bet-
ter address this crucial situation.

The report, conducted by St. Lucian
marine consultant Cuthbert Didier,
provides comprehensive detail on the
myriad of oceanic hazards that has to
be dealt with urgently to sustain live-

lihoods in the ever-developing ‘Blue & .'

Economy'.
The new report proposes several
recommendations to address marine

pollution from pleasure vessels —-nota-

bly yachts and tourism centres in the
Caribbean islands, including Jamaica.

Citing increasing economic pros-
pects in store for the marine industry,
how significant is the timing of this re-
port, and for further implementation
of the recommendations?

“The timing is perfect, in that it was
right during COVID. Several countries
of the Eastern Caribbean and most of
the islands involved in the study, their
borders were closed, so there was a re-
duction in traffic,” Didier explained.

“And it was seen firsthand the im-
provement in the water quality. But
more importantly, the study really
highlights the need for pristine, clear,
unpolluted waters if they want to de-
velop the yachting product and really
maximize it in terms of the economic
value,” he added.

Heavy emphasis is focused on the
‘black water’ problem — a global issue
negatively impacting the industry. No-
tably, the report seeks to help establish
the development of a public-private
partnership to reduce marine pollu-
tion from such vessels and tourism
centres. The report was commissioned
by the Caribbean Public Health Agency

(CARPHA), under Component 2 of
the GEF IWEco Project, and placed
emphasis on eight of 10 islands un-
der the project.

Among the recommendations
is for islands - including Antigua
and Barbuda, Barbados, Grenada,
Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
and Trinidad and Tobago — to make
the use of sewage pump-out facili-
ties mandatory at all ports of entry:
marinas, boatyards, and approved
anchorage areas. The report also
recommends that islands consider
the introduction, in their customs
declaration forms, of the size of
holding tanks of vessels clearing in
and out of the State. In addition, it
states, there is a need to implement
policy that seals holding tanks of
yachts once on dry dock for long-
term storage (beyond seven days)
in boatyards. Also, the report rec-
ommends that measures be taken
to consider the inclusion of water
testing as a prerequisite for the li-
censing of operations - for not only

touristic centres along the coast-
lines — but also marinas, boatyards,

anchorage areas and touristic
beaches.
The recommendations were

made against the background of
findings that include:

* That while the yachting [sector]
had traditionally served a relatively
small niche market, it was noted in
2005 that there had been substan-
tial growth over the last two de-
cades for both charter cruises and
bare-boating;

e That this, combined with more
recent data, confirmed the signif-
icant expansion of yachting in the
region over the last 30 years; and

e That continued growth is ex-
pected.

Furthermore, the report states
that marine pollution — for which
solid waste and waste water are
among the more prevalent sourc-
es —is widespread across the region
and poses a serious threat to the
blue economy.
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Haiti: Remaining missionary

News Americas, NEW
YORK, NY, Thurs. Dec. 16,
2021: It’s certainly an early
Christmas miracle for the
missionaries who remained
kidnapped in Haiti.

Christian Aid Ministries
on Thursday morning glo-
rified God after news broke
that the remaining 12 hos-
tages who were held by a
gang in Haiti are now free.

“Join us in praising God
that all 17 of our loved ones
are now safe. Thank you
for your fervent prayers
throughout the past two
months,” the Ministries said
in a statement on their web-
site at 11:00 a.m. Thursday.

400 Mawozo reportedly
released the additional 12
persons that they kidnapped
in Haiti’s capital on Oct.
16th, Haiti National Police
spokesman Garry Desrosiers
said.

The aid workers were
abducted just east of Port-
au-Prince and were among
a group of 12 adults and
five children, including an
8-month-old.

Of the group of 17 mis-
sionaries, all but one was
American. The other one is
Canadian.

They were the lon-
gest-held hostages in the
country, where kidnappings
for ransom have continued
unabated.

The first two of the hos-
tages were released in late
November, followed by three
more missionaries on Dec.
5th.

hostages freed!

People walk in the streets near the site of an oil tanker explosion on December
15, 2021 in Haiti. (Photo by RICHARD PIERRIN/AFP via Getty Images)



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

AROUND THE WORLD

FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER 2021

POINTF PRESS

Nigerianlawmakers reject bill
seeking genderequality

(AP) — Nigerian
senators have for
the third time in five
years rejected a bill
that sought to pro-
mote gender equali-
ty, citing “socio-cul-
tural and Islamic
concerns”.

The proposed law
was dropped after
some lawmakers in
the country’s upper
legislative cham-
ber, mostly north-
ern Muslims, argued
that the bill went
against their inter-
pretation of their re-
ligion’s principles.

The bill would
have criminalized
discrimination on
the basis of gender
or marital status,
and also was aimed
at improving en-
forcement of exist-
ing laws against gen-
der-based violence.

Nigeria, Africa’s
most populous
country, is deeply di-
vided along religious
and ethnic lines.
Women rarely make
it to top positions of
power, and only 7%
of the nation’s sena-
tors are women.

Among them is the
bill's sponsor, Sen.
Biodun Olujimi from
Ekiti state in south-
ern Nigeria, who
said the proposed

law would stem a
tide of gender-based
violence against
women.

Cynthia Mbamalu,
program  manager
at YIAGA Africa - a
nonprofit  leading
the campaign for the
legislation’s passage
— called its latest de-
feat “a major setback
on our path towards
a more developed
society”.

The reason sena-
tors gave for reject-
ing the bill “shows
the Senate is yet to
appreciate the im-

portance of advanc-
ing equality of all
citizens”, Mbamalu
said Thursday. “It
means our country
is not ready to real-
ize its full potentials
for the benefits of all
citizens.”

Many of the sen-
ators who opposed
the legislation
during a plenary ses-
sion on Wednesday
said their resistance
was strictly a reli-
gious issue.

“Equating oppor-
tunities actually in-
fringes on the pro-
visions of the Quran

. and also the Bi-

ble,” argued Sen.
Yusuf Yusuf who is
from Taraba state in
northern Nigeria. “If
we have it as ‘Gender
Opportunities  Bill,
fine. But when you
bring equality into it,
it infringes into the
practice of the Is-
lamic religion.”

Others echoed his
concern, prompting
the sponsoring sen-
ator to change the
bill’s title from “Gen-
der & Equal Oppor-
tunity Bill” to “Gen-
der Equity Bill”.

Opponents never-
theless blocked the
bill from going for-
ward.

Senate President
Ahmad Lawan said
lawmakers see the
need for gender eq-
uity in Nigeria but
acknowledged a
need for “further
consultations” on
the bill.

Olujimi, the bill’s
sponsor, vowed to
make another at-
tempt, saying she
had the support of
62 of the 108 sena-
tors.
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Records fall and borders closq as
world races to get control of Omicron

(CNN) - The rapid spread
of the Omicron corona-
virus variant has broken

pandemic records and
shuttered borders in sev-
eral parts of the world, as
governments and scien-
tists scramble to under-
stand the implications of
the strain before it super-
sedes Delta and becomes
dominant worldwide.

Dr. Anthony Fauci said
the United States was
“looking over (its) shoul-
der” at the encroaching
variant while battling an
ongoing Delta outbreak

p
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onWednesday, as he urged
people to get vaccinated
and receive booster shots
to shore up the American
population’s protection.

“We are already in a Del-
ta surge. I mean, the cases
are going up,” Fauci - di-
rector of the National Insti-
tute of Allergy & Infectious
Diseases — told CNN. “And
then you have - looking
over your shoulder - the
Omicron variant which we
know, from what’s going
on in South Africa and in
the UK, is a highly trans-
missible virus.”
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Much of the world’s at-
tention is on those two
countries which have
been battered by Omicron
waves earlier than most of
the world.

Both nations recorded
their highest number of
new COVID infections ever
on Wednesday, and Brit-
ain’s top scientists warned
that milestone would like-
ly be topped again soon. In
London, Omicron has be-
come the dominant strain
of COVID, just days after
Britain announced its first
cases of the variant.

But hospitalizations
have, for now, remained
lower than in previous
waves in South Africa
where the first outbreak
of Omicron was detected
last month -- leading the
country’s National Insti-
tute for Communicable
Diseases (NICD) to strike

¥ a cautious tone of opti-
b mism.

“Although the data are
still being gathered, the
evidence suggests that
the current wave may be
milder,” the agency said
on Wednesday.

Many scientists around
the world remain reluctant
to draw such conclusions.
England’s Chief Medi-
cal Officer, Chris Whitty,
said on Wednesday that
the data in South Africa is
incomplete and warned
that even a less severe dis-
ease could rip through the
country’s healthcare sys-
tem unchecked.

Whitty urged people to
prioritize social interac-
tions, though Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson’s gov-
ernment has so far resisted
implementing restrictions
on mixing.

“I want to be clear: I'm
afraid this is going to be
a problem,” Whitty said.
“(The) exact proportions
of it, of course, South Af-
rican scientists and UK
scientists and scientists
globally are trying to de-
termine at the moment.”
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policy shifts to ‘prioritise China’

Al Jazeera - Months after
US President Joe Biden’s
administration pulled the
last American troops out
of Afghanistan as part of
his promise to end the
country’s “forever wars®,
the United States Con-
gress approved a $777.7
billion defense budget, a
5% increase from last year.

The Senate overwhelm-
ingly passed the budget
legislation on Wednesday
in an 89-10 vote, follow-
ing the US House of Rep-
resentatives which ap-
proved the legislation last
week.

While the measure was
welcomed by leading
members of the Dem-
ocratic and Republican
parties as a bipartisan
achievement, progressive
legislators and advocacy
groups are questioning
the budget’s enormous
price tag — and criticising
policymakers who have
justified it — by pointing to
intensifying competition
with China.

“For the last 20 years,
we heard that the terror-
ist threat justified an ev-
er-expanding budget for
the Pentagon,” said Ste-
phen Miles, executive di-
rector of Win Without War,
a Washington DC-based
group that advocates for
a more progressive Amer-
ican foreign policy.

“As the war in Afghani-
stan has ended and atten-
tion has shifted towards
China, we're now hearing
that that threat justifies
it,” Miles told Al Jazeera.

Several US legislators
cited countering China
as a top priority in the
defense budget, formal-
ly known as the National
Defense  Authorization
Act (NDAA).

Congresswoman Elaine
Luria, a conservative
Democrat, said on Twitter
on December 7 that the
legislation “makes critical
investments in our na-
tional defense, and takes
important steps to count-
er the threat of a rising
China”.

In some cases, the push
to focus on China took a
more alarmist tone. “The
threat that the Chinese
military poses is not a dis-
tant threat. It's not some-
thing that might happen
in 2030, 2035 or sometime
in the future,” top Repub-

lican Senator Jim Inhofe
said in April, warning
against cuts to defense
spending. “It’s a problem
we face today, right now.
It only gets worse over
time,” he said.

Ties between Beijing
and Washington have
soured amid numerous
points of tension in re-
cent years, including a
trade war during Don-
ald Trump’s presidency
and an ongoing US push
against growing Chinese
influence in the Indo-Pa-
cific region.

The Chinese govern-
ment has slammed US
relations with Taiwan, an
autonomous island that
China considers its own,
and rebuked Washing-
ton’s attempts to deepen
alliances with its neigh-
bours, including a recent
effort to supply Austra-
lia with nuclear-powered
submarines.

Meanwhile, the US has
accused China of commit-

ting “genocide” against
Uighur Muslims in the
country’s western region
of Xinjiang, and Washing-
ton recently announced
a diplomatic boycott of
the 2022 Winter Olympic
Games in Beijing, citing
“egregious” Chinese hu-
man rights abuses.

But officials from both
countries say they are
trying to cooperate on
common challenges such
as global warming and
COVID-19 vaccinations,
while managing the com-
petition to avoid further
tensions.

Still, the Biden admin-
istration explicitly cited
China when making a
$753 billion defense bud-
get request in May. “To
defend the nation, the
Department in this bud-
get takes a clear-eyed
approach to Beijing and
provides the investments
to prioritise China as our
pacing challenge,” Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense
Kathleen Hicks said at
that time.

Congress ended up giv-
ing the Biden administra-
tion about $24bn more
than it asked for, taking
annual defense spend-
ing above its most recent
peak of $740bn reached
in Trump’s final year in of-
fice.
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Ex-McDonald’s boss to repay

$105m over staff relationships

BBC - McDonald’s has
settled a lawsuit in which
its former chief executive,
Steve Easterbook, has re-
turned equity awards and
cash worth over $105 mil-
lion.

The fast food chain had
claimed that Mr. Easter-
brook hid and lied about
sexual relationships with
three staff.

Mr. Easterbrook apolo-
gised for failing to uphold
the firm’s values and fulfil
his responsibilities.

The British business-
man, 54, initially received
the $105m in a severance
package in 2019.

He was fired in Novem-
ber that year after admit-
ting to having had a con-
sensual relationship with
one employee.

At the time, McDon-
ald’s said Mr. Easterbrook
had “violated company
policy” and shown “poor
judgement”.

But further investigation
uncovered two more hid-
den relationships and the
firm said that, had it been
aware of this, it would
not have approved his
multi-million dollar pay-
off.

“This settlement holds
Steve Easterbrook ac-
countable for his clear
misconduct, including the
way in which he exploited
his position as CEO,” Mc-

firm’s values.
Donald’s chairman En-

rique Hernandez Jr said
on Thursday.
“Today’s resolution

avoids a protracted court
process and moves us be-
yond a chapter that be-
longs in our past.”

In July 2019, an anon-
ymous tip-off led inves-
tigators to find that Mr.
Easterbrook had sent sex-
ually explicit photographs
of three employees to his
personal email from his
company address.

Investigators also found
messages showing that
he approved a grant of
company shares worth
hundreds of thousands of
dollars to one of the em-
ployees “shortly after their
first sexual encounter”.

McDonald’s said it had
not initially found the

g

x-CEO Steve Easterbrook has apologised for failing to uphold the

photos and messages be-

cause Mr. Easterbrook
had deleted them from his
phone.

It claimed Mr. Easter-
brook violated his duty
to the company by lying
when asked about his be-
haviour in an effort to se-
cure a bigger severance
package, committing
fraud. But Mr. Easter-
brook’s lawyers called the
suit “meritless”, claiming
McDonald’s had details
about his relationships on
its computer systems at
the time it negotiated the
severance deal.

The case has come as
McDonald’s faces scrutiny
over alleged sexual harass-
ment in its restaurants.

In April, the chain an-
nounced it would imple-
ment new training at its

39,000 restaurants to pre-
vent harassment and pro-
mote safe and respectful
workplaces. The majority
of its restaurants are run
by franchisees, who will
be required to meet the
new safer workplace stan-
dards starting in January
2022. The announcement
came after it faced law-
suits by some female em-
ployees.

Mr. Easterbrook, 54, first
worked for McDonald’s
in 1993 as a manager in
London before working
his way up the company.
He left in 2011 to become
boss of Pizza Express and
then Asian food chain
Wagamama, before re-
turning to McDonald’s in
2013, eventually becom-
ing its chief executive in
2015.



NATIONAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT,
AUTHORITY

BANNED ITEMS

The public is being reminded that in accordance with the Litter Control
and Prevention Act No. 3 of 2019 section 26 #1, it is illegal to import any
type of banned, prohibited items. Any individual or Body Corporate found
with any banned item/s in their possession will be fined and the item/s

confiscated. This [ine is inclusive of anyone who imports, buys or sells

BANNED ITEMS

- Single use shopping plastic bags

- Plastic forks, knives, straws and
spoons and lids

- Expanded polystyrene
(styrofoam) including bowls, plates
and cups

any of the items listed below.

Individual - $1000
Body Corporate - $5000

For further updates please visit our Facebook page @ The National 8olid Waste =
Management Authority or scan the QR code provided. For additional
information please call the Litter Control and Prevention Hotline at 727-2467 or ' i
the NSWMA hotline 562-1347

NON-COMPLIANT INDIVIDUALS/BODY CORPORATE WILL BE FINED| Siguies
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH, 'WELLNESS
& THE ENVIRONMENT

MULTIPURPOSE CULTURAL & EXHIBITION CENTRE AND VILLA POLYCLINIC

Helileg SRl
B OPEN _ CLOSED

'Friday December 24 2021 Saturday December 18 2021
%9am - 12noon Saturday December 25 2021
Monday December 27 2021
Tuesday December 28 2021
Saturday January 1 2022
Monday January 3 2022

We do apologize for any inconvenience caused,
MY Regular service will resume on Tuesday 4th January, 2022.

Friday December 31 2021
9am - 12noon

Normal operating hours continue on other days
Mondays - Fridays $:00am - 5:00pm.

MERCURY
PHASE OUT

Organizations with Storage Bins for Fluorescent Light Bulbs

Epicurean Epicurcan Drive

Jolty Harbor

Perry Bay
Crab Hole Liquors Cobbs Cross
Welch Supermarket Pares Main Road
Christian Union Church Wireless Road
Gioria’s Supermarket Whenner Road
Board of Education Popeshead Street
E&Wtﬂs 5t. Jobn's Street
APUA Cassada Gard
North Coast Hardware Blue Waters Main road
Lingies Lights & Windows Utility Drive
V.E.G. International Herberts Mam Road
Kennedy's All Saints Road
Quality electrical sales & services Hawkins Drive
Nunes Hardware Church Street
Townhouse Mega Store All Saints Road
Lighting Expo Sir Georges Walter High Way
ACT- Online Cassada Gardens
Electrall Sales and Services Upr Newgate & Goodwin St,

F | 2o | | | G | A | o | € | B

G ) H
(D I;

¥ LW & Nl L
|

~ 1O
115

Starting 16™ Dec 2021

Mon-Fri | 9:00am-5:00pm

Vaccines Available
AstraZeneca, Pfizer  original COVID-19

vaccine card (paper)

Johnson & Johnson ; :
wsreneme & D is required

_Sin_cpha_r_m

Eligible persons should have received the last dose of their Covid-19 vaccine 6 months ago.

ELIGIBLE PERSONS:

- All persons 18 years and over are eligible,
but priority will be given to persons 60 years and over.
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SPORTSMAX - The issue
of Andre Russell’s loyalty
to West Indies cricket was
up for discussion on the
Mason & Guest talk show
in Barbados on Tuesday
night and it sparked a
contentious  conversa-
tion between the show’s
host, Andrew Mason,

and Cricket West Indies
(CWI) vice-president Dr.
Kishore Shallow.

Mason believes the CWI

is seemingly willing to
bend over backwards to
accommodate players’
fancies.

Russell had declared
himself unavailable for
the West Indies tour of
Pakistan for three T20
Internationals, citing
personal reasons. A rel-
atively  inexperienced
West Indies team has so
far lost [all] of the three
matches, [the last of
which was played] on
Thursday.

Meanwhile, Russell
signed on to represent
the Melbourne Stars
in Australia’s Big Bash
League. On the week-
end, he scored an un-
beaten 42 from 21 balls
and was named Man-of-
the-Match in the Stars’
six-wicket win over the
Sydney Thunder.

On Tuesday, Dr. Shallow
sought to explain why
Russell was in Austra-
lia and not in Pakistan
helping the West Indies.
“Russell indicated to the
lead selector that he was
| mentally fatigued in the
, bubble, and in the Big
| Bash League - where

sporTs News [T
“We cannot continue with the
foolishness with these guys,”
says Andrew Masonon
Russell only choosing West
Indies when convenient

he is now — he would be
required to be in a bub-
ble,” Dr. Shallow said.
“That was the rationale
provided to the lead se-
lector.”

An obviously exasperat-
ed Mason was unable to
contain his displeasure
at the situation where
certain players only

choose to represent the
West Indies when it suits
them.

) High Stakes Media268
i Sports World 268
(s 268-726-6647 | 268562-8436

Presents

Basketball | Netball | Tennis | Rounders | Traditional Sports
Mack Pond Sports Complex | All Saints Village
Dec 29th 2021 - Jan 2nd 2022 | 9:30a.m - 12:30 p.m

Refreshments will be provided || Registration Forms are available
Covid Protocols will be in place

“Yes, Dr. Shallow, they
have got to get the op-
portunity to make mon-
ey, but there is a word
called ‘sacrifice’,” Mason
declared, adding that
such situations are al-
most unique to the West
Indies.

“The other players don't
do it to their countries,
and I am sure Russell is
going to be ready to play
for us in the World Cup

Ages:
5 - 16

-
2 pasammnry
e

Sponsor:




and we are going to pick
him.

“We cannot continue
with the foolishness with
these guys.”

Sir Andy Roberts also
weighed in on Dr. Shal-
low’s explanation, sug-
gesting that the players
seem to make their de-
cisions based on money
only.

“These guys just don't
want to play for the West
Indies because the fees
ain’t that high,” said the
long-retired fast bowler.
“lam notsaying that they
should not be allowed to
go, but they should only
go if the West Indies do
not require their ser-
vices.”

This is not the first time
Russell has faced criti-
cism over his decisions
on when to represent the
West Indies.

In December 2020, the

SPORTS NEWS

iconic Antiguan fast
bowler Sir Curtly Am-
brose publicly criticized
Andre Russell, who de-
clined an invitation to
play for the West Indies
against New Zealand but
later went to play in the
SriLanka Premier League
T20. Chief selector Rog-
er Harper told media
that Russell declined the
West Indies invitation,
citing the need to clear
his mind after being in
quarantine  lockdown
for both the Caribbean
Premier League (CPL)
in Trinidad and Tobago
where he played for the
Jamaica Tallawahs fran-
chise, and then the Indi-
an Premier League (IPL)
in Abu Dhabi where he
played for the Kolkata
Knight Riders.

“Because he wants to
clear his head for a while
to get his mind together,

AY 17 DECEMBER 2021

I have no problem with
that because cricket is
a high-pressure game,”
Ambrose said then.

“So if you want to clear
your head for a while,
take your mind off crick-
et, I have no issues with
that; but if you are going
to reject playing for your
nation, your country,
and then two weeks later
you're playing for some-
body else, that to me is a
no-no.”

In a later interview,
Ambrose provided fur-
ther clarity. “The game
has evolved. There is a
lot more cricket being
played now and many
different T20 tourna-
ments around the globe
and there’s lots more
money as well; so guys
are going to go where the
money is and I have no
issues with that,” Am-
brose said.

“A cricket career can be a
very short one. Once you
have an injury it could be
all over for you; so with
guys going around ply-
ing their trade with dif-
ferent franchises making
money to set themselves
up financially, I have no
issues with it.

“However, [ thinkitneeds
to strike a balance some-
where; because most of
these guys who are play-
ing their trade around
the world, it's because
they played for the West
Indies team why people
saw them and gave them
contracts.

“So, for me, you need
to find a balance some-
where where you can
give back to West In-
dies cricket. You need to
give back to West Indies
cricket at some point as
opposed to abandoning
West Indies.”

Antonio Infantino

suspended for doping

Antonio Infantino’s ath-
letics career saw him win
three English Schools
sprints titles and three
victories over 200m at
the British Indoor Cham-
pionships before he
switched to represent It-
aly five years ago and has
since raced for the Az-

zurri at the World Cham-
pionships and Olympics.

But on Wednesday (Dec
15) the Italian Athlet-
ics Federation (FIDAL)
announced he was sus-
pended for breaking
the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) Code.

According to FIDAL, he
broke WADA rules 2.1
and 2.2 relating to the
“presence of a prohibit-
ed substance or its me-
tabolites or markers in
an athlete’s sample” and
“use or attempted use by
an athlete of a prohibited

substance or prohibited
method”.

Infantino was born in
Welwyn Garden City to
Italian parents who had
met in London. A tal-
ented footballer, he was
in the Watford academy
in his youth, whereas in
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Novak Djokovic crowned
ITF worid champion for
record seventhtime

athletics he won English Schools gold
at 100m in 2005 and 200m in 2007 and

2008.

After going on to study philosophy at
King’s College London he won the Brit-
ish Universities 200m title and went
on to finish first at the British Indoor
Championships over 200m.

He did not always receive the gold med-
al for these victories, though, because
he switched to run for Italy in 2016 and
won the 2018 British indoor 200m, for
example, wearing Italian colours, with
the British title instead going to run-
ner-up Edmond Amaning.

Infantino also won AAA and In-
ter-Counties titles and then took Italian
200m titles when he switched nations.
After one of his British indoor 200m vic-
tories, he told AW he had always been
encouraged to support the Italian foot-
ball team as a child and that his favou-
rite athletics moment was Pietro Men-
nea’s long-standing world 200m record
of 19.72 from 1979.

In 2016 he reached the European 200m
semi-finals in Amsterdam for Italy, ran
in the heats of the World Champion-
ships in 2019, and at the Tokyo Olym-
pics this year finished fifth in his heat
in 20.90.

His best times, however, are 10.26 for
100m and 20.41 for 200m - both of
which were set in 2019.

Men’s world number one No-
vak Djokovic has been named
the 2021 ITF World Champi-
on for a record seventh time,
while women’s number one
Ash Barty has picked up her
second crown, the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation (ITF)
said on Thursday.

Djokovic — who finished the
year as number one for a re-
cord seventh time — won the
Australian Open, French Open
and Wimbledon; while he fell
short at the Tokyo Olympics
and the US Open final in his
quest for a rare golden slam.
The Serb was tied with Ameri-
can great Pete Sampras on six
wins for the title first awarded
in 1978.

Barty - who won her first
Wimbledon title this year and
a bronze medal at the Olym-
pics in mixed doubles — previ-
ously won the award in 2019.
“After such a rewarding year
for me, my team, family and
fans, it is a great honour to be
named ITF World Champion
for the seventh time,” Djokov-

ic said. “I am very grateful
and proud for the results I've
achieved and fortunate I had
a chance to compete for the
Serbian national team, too.”
Djokovic is tied with Rafael
Nadal and Roger Federer on
20 Grand Slams and could
make the record his own if he
wins next month’s Australian
Open - a tournament he has
won a record nine times.
Croatian duo Nikola Mektic
and Mate Pavic were named
ITF mens doubles world
champions after winning nine
titles this season; while Bar-
bora Krejcikova and Katerina
Siniakova won the women’s
doubles award for a second
time.

“Ithas been an incredible year
for us - Wimbledon, Olympics,
nine titles, year-end num-
ber one, and now first Cro-
atian pair ever to be named
ITF World Champions,” Pavic
said. “It's something special
and were very happy about
it.”
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Isaiah Thomas will sign
a 10-day contract with
the Los Angeles Lakers,
according to NBA insider
Marc Stein and The Ath-
letic’s Shams Charania.

Thomas will join the
roster under the hard-
ship exemption, which
allows a team to exceed
the 15-player maximum.
Los Angeles is without
several players due to
injuries and the NBA’s
Health & Safety Proto-
cols.

Thomas, 32, last played
an NBA game during the
2020-21 season when the
New Orleans Pelicans
signed him to a 10-day
contract.

He averaged 7.7 points
across three games. The
two-time All-Star is com-
ing off an impressive
42-point outing in his
NBA G League debut on
Wednesday.

Thomas played for USA
Basketball in November,
hitting a clutch 3-pointer
in the World Cup qualify-
ing opener against Cuba.

Over the next 10 days,
the Lakers will face the
Minnesota Timber-
wolves, Chicago Bulls,
Phoenix Suns, San Anto-
nio Spurs and Brooklyn
Nets.

Thomas played 17
games for Los Angeles
during the 2017-18 sea-
son.
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Isaiah Thoemas
dropped 42 points for
the Grand Rapids Gold
in his NBA G League

debut.
i
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