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« lllegal immigrants could be offered amnesty for post-COVID recovery
» Major AOSIS pilot project to be administered here
*CDB to provide Haiti with badly needed support

Government House gifted with local painting: His Excellency the Governor General Sir Rodney Williams and Lady Williams were
presented by artist Ambassador Bert Kirchner with a local painting for exhibition at Government House. The colourful piece, depicting
three steelpan players, will be the first of many to hang on the walls of the property after renovation is completed. In addition to

a museum — which will be open to the Antiguan and Barbudan public, as well as visitors - Government House is in the process of
completing the Sir Selvyn Walter Art Gallery. The first exhibition is scheduled for the first quarter in 2022.
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Omicronis sneaky: it could be fatal for
us - or forourfaithingovernment

The emergence and
rapid spread of the Omi-
cron Sars-CoV-2 variant
feels like a flashback to
last year’s grim festive
season when much of
the world went into lock-
down to avert the worst of
the Alpha variant wave.

But though the sense
of eerie, impending doom
feels familiar, the epide-
miological and political
situations are different
from one year ago.

The Omicron wave

represents a key turning
point in the pandem-
ic. But no plausible out-
come looks particularly
auspicious — it feels large-
ly like a lose-lose deal. If
it turns out to be rough-
ly as severe as previous
pandemic waves, it might
normalise harsh mitiga-
tion measures and render
the prospect of a return to
post-pandemic normali-
ty fairly remote.

If it turned out to be
milder than feared, this

st APUAERSHINIGIN
MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

These planned outages are necessary for our continuous upgrade and
maintenance programme to provide reliable and consistent service to

our customers.

DATE

AFFECTED
AREAS

Savannah

TIME

8:15AM - 1:30PM

Monday, 13th
December 2021

Section of Creekside
south of the bridge

8:30AM - 11:00AM

Section of Flag Staff north of
Telecoms Exchange

8:30AM - 11:30AM

Tuesday, 14th
December 2021

Small section of Barthlodge
east of the supermarket

8:30AM - 11:30AM

Wednesday, 15th
December 2021

Section of Fitches Creek south of
the church and Fitches Creek Drive

8:30AM - 11:30AM

Thursday, 16th
December, 2021

Section of CHAPA Development
of Radio Light House

8:30AM - 11:30AM

Friday, 17th
December, 2021

Boggy Peak

8:30AM - 1:00PM

Saturday, 18th
December, 2021

Boggy Peak

8:30AM - 1:00PM

Any service disruptions outside of this schedule were not anticipated.
For further information and updates please call 311
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could spellthe end oflock-
downs with COVID-19 on
its way into endemicity.
The cost would be a loss
of trust in political and
public health authorities,
which may make it dif-
ficult to deal with future
threats.

Omicron is a dif-
ferent beast to the Al-
pha and Delta variants,
which emerged in the
pre-vaccine phase of the
pandemic and spread
in largely immunologi-
cally naive populations.
Their threat came from
the increased ability to
replicate quickly with-
in their host and their
higher contagiousness.
Both variants were asso-
ciated with higher hospi-
tal admisssion rates and
deaths. However, neither
variant was good at es-
caping immune recogni-
tion, although each could
cause occasional “break-
through infections” in
immunised people, with
high contagiousness al-
lowing these variants to
barge through the first-
line immune defence.

Omicron is differ-
ent. Rather than just re-
lying on brute force, as
Delta did, it is far better
at sneaking through im-

mune defences, thanks
to a number of mutations
that it acquired in key re-
gions of its spike protein.
These reduce the ability
of neutralising antibodies
to bind to it. As such, it
spreads primarily by (re-)
infecting previously im-

munised hosts.
The centre of the
Omicron outbreak

was Gauteng province in
South Africa, which expe-
rienced a dramatic rise of
nearly 400% in the num-
ber of cases in the first
week of December. The
Gauteng outbreak seems
to be receding with its
peak expected within a
week or so. Other regions
of South Africa also show
signs of their epidemics
slowing down despite no
measures having been
taken to suppress trans-
mission.

Many countries are
seeing rapid rises of Omi-
cron cases, which are re-
corded as doubling every
two to three days in the
UK. But there is consid-
erable uncertainty about
the virulence of Omicron.
Early, largely anecdotal,
evidence from South Af-
rica suggested Omicron
might be milder. Such
data has to be interpret-
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ed carefully as, essen-
tially, all infections start
with mild symptoms and
there is a time lag before
severe disease develops.
As additional data has
landed in the past two
weeks, the hypothesis of
the Omicron wave being
significantly milder be-
comes increasingly plau-
sible. Reported deaths
and hospitalisations in
South Africa, in particular
those requiring intensive
care or ventilation, have
remained far below num-
bers recorded during pre-
vious waves.

Virulence is not just
a property of a pathogen
but of the interaction
with its host. Most pop-
ulations on Earth have
acquired high rates of im-
munisation through vac-
cination and prior infec-
tion. While Omicron can
largely bypass neutralis-
ing antibodies, it remains
well recognised by T-cells,
which do the heavy lifting
to control infections that
can't be averted. As such,
vaccines largely retain
their efficacy against se-
vere symptoms caused by
the variant and a recent
third dose still seems to
provide significant pro-
tection against infection.

Irrespective of the
relative virulence of Omi-
cron, the large peak of
cases anticipated over the
coming weeks is expect-
ed to add further stress

to healthcare services,
which no government
can allow to become
overwhelmed under its
watch. A case for harsh
mitigation measures
based entirely on the pro-
tection of healthcare ser-
vices might be less well
received by many nearly
two years into the pan-
demic, in particular given
the uncertainty around
the severity of Omicron.

A lockdown to deal
with Omicron may be a
more difficult sell as it
comes with no obvious
endpoint

The first lockdowns in
early 2020 were generally
well accepted by the pop-
ulation as a temporary
measure in the face of an
exceptional threat. Many

BUCKLE UP

& Mesiape from Antigua and Barbuda Transport Board
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felt that later lockdowns
were justified as a means
to delay the epidemic un-
til the population could
be vaccinated. A lock-
down to deal with Omi-
cron may be a more diffi-
cult sell; it comes with no
obvious endpoint besides
its objective to “flatten
the curve” and allow for a
marginal increase in the
number of people vacci-
nated or boosted before
the peak of the wave.
Given the rapid rise
in local community
transmission of Omicron,
those travel restrictions
have lost all efficacy they
might have had early on.
Increasing the rate of vac-
cination, including third
doses, in particular for
those most at risk, should

make a real difference in
terms of morbidity and
mortality over the com-
ing months, but time is
rapidly running out given
the remarkably fast in-
crease in daily Omicron
case numbers..

How effective those
measures are at reducing
viral transmission over
the coming weeks will
largely depend on the
population’s willingness
to follow the rules. In the
absence of a clear sense
of fear and a possible loss
of trust, adherence may
be far lower. (REPRINT-
ED from The Guardian:
the author, Francois Bal-
loux is the director of the
Genetics Institute at Uni-
versity College, London)
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PMsays |Ilegal immigrants
musthe glven achanceto

contribute

by Shelton Daniel

Antigua and Barbuda “is current-
ly on a good trajectory for a strong
economic recovery in 2022”, ac-
cording to Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne, speaking Saturday
on his weekly radio program, The
Browne & Browne Show on Pointe
FM 99.1.

He said while his government

expects only modest econom-
ic growth for this year when the
final figures are tallied — due to
the challenges and ravages of the
COVID-19 pandemic — the com-
ing year is being anticipated for
no less than 8%.

He said that would require every-
one pitching in — “bending their
backs” is how he put it — to ensure
that the next two years would be

productive enough to recoup the
losses wrought by the similar pre-
ceding period of the globally de-
structive viral disease.

“We are likely to see some sort
of growth in 2021 of 1-2 percent,
which I think in itself is remark-
able, considering whence we
came; considering that a year ago
revenues were down as much as
50 percent and revenues are still
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down by about 25 per-
cent up to now.

“But  notwithstanding
that, we've been able to
pull the country togeth-
er and meet most of our

obligations ... repairing
the road network ...,” he
said.

Providing a small peek
of his New Year address
to the nation, Prime
Minister Browne said he
would be calling on ev-
ery citizen and resident
to put in the required
toil and sweat regardless
of political and other
differences or disagree-
ments.

It was at this point he in-
dicated that even those
who are here illegally
might be cut some slack
in order to facilitate
their contribution to the
nation-building effort
ahead.

“Even if you are not a
citizen, even if you are
an illegal immigrant,
we want you to be part
of this strong recovery.
In fact, 'm contemplat-

Prime Minister Gaston Browne.

ing whether or not we should give an
amnesty to the immigrants here who
— for whatever reason - have been
here illegally. We don’t want anybody
to be in a situation where they cannot
contribute if they live here perma-
nently. So that’s a discussion I'll be
having with my colleagues — maybe
next week — to determine whether or
not we give amnesty to those who are
here and their time may not be up to
date.”

LocaL News [J21]
,“

The Prime Minister stressed that he
was “not encouraging people not to
keep their status current”.

“But, at the same time, we live in a
small society and we recognize [that]
many of these individuals ... are well
integrated in our society; they have
homes, they work, they have children
here. We have to be flexible enough to
allow for some formal integration of
these individuals into our society as
we seek to get the contribution of all.”
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No low-end hotels
forBarbuda, says

LOCAL NEWS

by Shelton Daniel

Prime Minister Gaston Browne has re-
iterated that his government does not
believe the all-inclusive hotel model is
good for Antigua and Barbuda’s devel-
opment.

Speaking Saturday on his weekly ra-
dio program, the Prime Minister said
an all-inclusive hotel selling rooms to
guests for US$100 a night meant that
very little could be left over to pay em-
ployees wages.

“That is why Jolly Beach, for exam-
ple, has been a failed hotel ... Because
when you have 500 rooms and you
bring these people and they’re pay-
ing a hundred US dollars a night, how
much money can you make [from]
that?”

According to the Prime Minister, “At
least $80 of that [goes] back out to the
US to buy all the stuff that they con-
sume,” and by the time utilities and
other expenses are paid for, the hotel
would be at a loss — as has been the

Prime Minister Gaston Browne.

constant experience of Jolly Beach
over the years.

“That low-end hotel product is not
working for the Antiguan and Barbu-
dan people ... We want a hotel work-
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er to be in a position where
they can make about $3,000
a month and they can com-
mand a mortgage for $1,000
to $1,200. Based on the wages
that the average hotel work-
ers make - taking out the top
management — they may be
taking home about $2,000 a
month. How are they going
to sustain a mortgage on that
type of pay?”

PM Browne said the low wag-
es paid to hotel workers at
all-inclusive properties was
actually “perpetuating pov-
erty within the society”.

He declared that, in light of
such experiences, he is “de-
termined that there should
not be any low-end hotel de-
velopment on [the sister isle
of] Barbuda”.

Elaborating on this, the
Prime Minister disclosed
that he has “family members
who have a lease on a parcel
of land in Barbuda, and they
have a few million dollars to
invest in the project. They
went as far as filing for draw-
ings and so on at the DCA.
They got them approved.
In fact, they even have hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
of completed steel work that
they were going to ship to
Barbuda.

“I said to them, ‘Let me tell
you something: I don’t want
that kind of project in Barbu-
da. Hold on. Let us try to get
a better brand’ ... That is the
only way we can increase in-
comes. When you look at in-
comes within the hotel sector
over the last three decades,
they have not increased be-
cause of all this all-inclusive
stuff that is not working for

”
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US jury finds Antiguan citizen
is sole creator of Bitcoin

A US federal court has de-
clared Antiguan-Australian
citizen Dr. Craig S. Wright to
be the sole individual who
can claim the mantle of Sa-
toshi Nakamoto, the pseud-
onymous creator of Bitcoin.
On December 6, the jury in
the Florida civil trial Klei-
man v. Wright returned a
verdict rejecting arguments
that Wright had help from
his former friend and col-
league Dave Kleiman in de-
veloping the Bitcoin tech-
nology.

The suit was brought by Ira
Kleiman, brother of Dave
Kleiman who died in April
2013.

Ira Kleiman also claimed his
brother helped Wright mine
over 1 million tokens in Bit-
coin’s early years and asked
the court for a 50% share of
these tokens.

But the jury similarly re-
jected this claim, conclud-
ing that Dave Kleiman and
Wright had no partnership
to mine Bitcoin and thus
the Kleiman estate had no
claim on Wright’s tokens.
Following his victory, Wright
issued a statement thanking
his supporters and express-
ing satisfaction for being
“completely vindicated”.
Wright, who earlier this year
won a UK court judgment
over his copyright in the
Bitcoin white paper, said
each legal victory “takes us

closer to a world where dig-
ital cash is used. Not a glob-
al casino, but real digital
cash”.

Satoshi Nakamoto released
the Bitcoin white paper in
October 2008, while the
technology itself made its
debut the following January.
Wright stepped away from
the project in the years fol-
lowing its launch, only to
see his vision corrupted by
developers who stripped
Bitcoin of all its utility, re-
sulting in the corrupted
BTC technology that func-
tions only as an inert form
of ‘digital gold’.

In response, Wright de-
veloped BSV (Bitcoin Sa-
toshi Vision) which honors
the white paper’s vision of
cost-effective micro-trans-
actions while also serving
as a powerful data manage-
ment and valuation proto-
col. BSV’s unlimited scaling
capacity led MNP - one of
Canada’s leading account-
ing and business advisory
service firms — to issue a
paper this year hailing BSV
as the world’s most energy
efficient blockchain.
Antiguan citizen Calvin
Ayre has long been one
of BSV’s biggest support-
ers, including organizing
the BSV Enterprise Block-
chain Conference series
(CoinGeek) which this year
staged events in New York

Dr. szg S erght has been conﬁrmed by a US
Federal Court as the creator of Bitcoin.

and Zurich. ‘crypto’ sector and a belief
Ambassador Ayre and that BSV is the only public
Wright share both a dis- blockchain that offers prac-
dain for the scam-plagued tical utility.
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A&BGov't to administer and pilot
climate partnership project

(1)
A
>

Ambassador Walton “Aubrey” Webson.

The Alliance of Small Is-
land States (AOSIS) has
entered into a first-of-its-
kind partnership with the
Open Society Founda-
tions which will counter
the debilitating cycle of
debt service payments.

To be implemented in
partnership with  the
Organisation of East-
ern Caribbean States
(OECS) Commission, a
US$500,000 grant from
the Open Society for the
Finance for Acting on Cli-
mate in the Eastern Carib-

bean (FACE) project seeks
to alleviate an issue that
is endemic to many Small
Island Developing States
(SIDS), focusing on Anti-
gua and Barbuda as a pi-
lot debt-for-climate-swap
country.

In the Eastern Caribbean,
total public sector debt
amounted to US$5.4 bil-
lion as of December 2020.
This debt is exacerbated
by repeated destruction of
physical and social infra-
structure, productive ca-
pacity, and developmen-

tal setbacks caused by
climate impacts such as
hurricanes and drought,
as well as natural disasters
such as volcanic erup-
tions and earthquakes.
Every few years, Caribbe-
an islands are confronted
with disasters resulting in
loss and damages in ex-
cess of 5% of GDP.

To cope with recovery
from these continuous
extreme events and cli-
mate change impacts, is-
lands go further into debt.
The FACE project will be
administered by the Gov-

ernment of Antigua and
Barbuda, as AOSIS Chair,
and its activities aim to
promote a just and inclu-
sive response to the dual
impacts of climate change
and the COVID-19 pan-
demic on SIDS.

One avenue for SIDS to
address debt challenges
while also increasing re-
silience to climate change
is debt-for-climate swap.
In this arrangement, de-
veloping countries reduce
their external debt while
investing the liberated
funds in national climate
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adaptation and mitiga-
tion programmes.

A debt-for-climate swap
pilot programme in An-
tigua and Barbuda will
be a key element of the
FACE project, and will be
a mechanism for scaling
to the Eastern Caribbean.
The debt-for-climate
swap for Antigua and
Barbuda will comprise
approximately = US$245
million, or 20% of the
country’s public debt ne-
gotiated by the end of
2022.

An up-to-date general
debt inventory for East-
ern Caribbean Currency
Union (ECCU) member
states and debt swap con-
cepts are planned to be
made publicly available
by the end of 2022.
Additionally, the project
provides a facility to advo-
cate within the UN system
to adopt a Multi-dimen-
sional Vulnerability Index
(MVI) for SIDS.

AOSIS has been driving
the need to adopt a more
comprehensive measure
for financing that con-
siders SIDS’ unique set
of vulnerabilities that im-
pede their ability to sus-
tainably develop.
“Caribbean SIDS are
among the most heav-
ily indebted per capita
developing countries in
the world, and some of
the most highly vulner-
able to climate change,
yet climate finance is not
adequately accessible,”
noted Ambassador Au-
brey Webson. “The FACE

LOCAL NEWS

project supported by the
Open Society allows us to
engage in interventions
aimed at sustainably re-
ducing debt levels and
safeguarding economic

viability in countries that
are among the most ex-
posed to economic and

climate shocks.”
E
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He added: “Public debt
significantly inhibits
SIDS’ ability to pursue
sustainable development,
economic growth, or
build resilience to climate
change impacts. Grants of
this nature are essential
to build our capacity and
combat growth inhibitors

such as climate change,
a crisis we did not cause.
Small island’ inhabitants
are ingenious, innovative
people, and once empow-
ered with the necessary
resources we will forge
our own path to a robust,
sustainable future.”
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Rotqract Club shures
Chrlstmas cheer W|th
children

On Saturday 11th De-
cember, as part of its
Charter Week of Activi-
ties, the Rotaract Club of
Antigua hosted one of its
annual signature proj-
ects, ‘Share the Cheer".

This year, the Club
brought smiles and hap-
piness to over 150 chil-
dren throughout several
communities across An-
tigua by gifting toys to
them.

This initiative has
been done in previous
years and it is aimed at
spreading  Christmas
cheer to different target
groups. This year, the
club targeted children
two to 10 years old.

Ina‘SecretSanta’style,
members of the Rotaract
Club and Assistant Gov-
ernor Evangeline Allen
journeyed with Santa
Claus to spread Christ-
mas cheer by surpris-
ing children in Cassada
Gardens, Piggotts, John-
sons, Michael’s Village,
Nut Grove, Gray Hill,
Grays Farm, Donovans,
Five Islands, and Point.

On the way to the
Point community, the
Club and Santa also gift-
ed toys to children on
Market Street. Commu-
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nity Service Director Dr.
Namadi Belle described
itasheartwarmingto see
how elated the children
were to receive surprise
gifts from Santa Claus.
She also stated that the
Club received an over-

whelming amount of gift the individuals and
SENIOR ACCOUNTANT

Antigua and Barbada Airport Authority

V. C. Bird International Airport and
Codrington Airport are managed by
Antigua and Barbuda Airport Authority.

ABAA is seeking individuals to fill
the positions listed.

The deadline for applications is
December 23, 2021,

NB: Only gualified applicants will be
acknowledged.

Vacancy: ABAA Senior Managers
cfo CoreConsult Inc.

Aflak Building, Friars Hill Road
P. 0. Box 2118, 5t. lohn
Antigua and Barbuda
Email: jobs@coreconsultinc.com

complete psychometric assessments.

Itis the strategic goal of ABAA for V. C. Bird
International Airport to be the gateway of
choice to the Eastern Caribbean and beyond.

Send applications and curriculum vitae to:

NB: Selected applicants will be required to

JoB SuMMARY

To administer the daily operations of the
Finance and Accounting Department
maintaining timely and ensure the accurate
financial statements.

QUALIFICATIONS

= A Bachelor's degree in Accounting,
Commerce or Finance

* A minimum of five (5) years experience in
a senior or managerial accounting
position

s  Chartered Accountant, Certified General
Accountant or Certified Management
Accountant is an asset.

OPERATIONS MANAGER
JoB SUMMARY

To administer the operations, ensure safety
and compliance in accordance with various
aviation standards and participate in
strategic management

QUALIFICATIONS

&  Relevant Bachelor's degree, professional
certification, or equivalent combination
of education and experience

= Certification in International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQ) authorized
skill sets, an asset

=  Disaster Preparedness Management, an
asset
Logistics Management, an asset
Project Management, an asset

its businesses for support-
toy drive, and thanked ing the project.
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Politically Exposed Persons -
Behold the Scale of Justice

by Arvel Grant (political
and current affairs analyst)

Following PM Gaston
Browne’s removal of two
ministers from his Cab-
inet because of criminal
allegations against them
- and the trial of three
ministers of the former
UPP administration for
alleged conversion of bus-
es reportedly intended
for transportation of stu-
dents - politicians on both
sides of the political divide
in Antigua and Barbuda
seem to believe they are
being uniquely targeted
for prosecutorial and judi-
cial attention.

Really?

In very recent times,
the work of Jamaica’s au-
ditor-general and/or the
country’s powerful media,
have led to no fewer than
five elected officials of the
governing Jamaica Labor
Party being  prosecut-
ed or expelled from their
party because of alleged
criminal or perceived cor-
rupt activities. These in-
clude at least two former
ministers of the crown.

In recent months, no
fewer than three major
Statutory Boards in Jamai-
ca have come under sub-
stantial scrutiny. Certain of
their officials were forced
to resign and maybe facing
judicial processes because
of alleged corrupt practic-
es.

It is instructive to note
that, in Jamaica, high offi-
cials in the former PNP ad-
ministration are required
to answer questions in
court, relating to so-called
Trafigura Affair.

Recently, US authori-
ties charged and convicted
a former minister of the
crown (in Barbados) with
criminal wrongdoings.
Currently, at least one for-
mer minister of the crown
(in Antigua and Barbuda)
is believed to be under
investigation by national
crime authorities in the
United Kingdom.

In Haiti, almost 50 peo-
ple are in police custody
because of the assassi-
nation of the country’s
President by an alleged
coalition of political and
criminal collaborators.

Truth be told, PEPs (po-
litically exposed people)
around the world are being
held to increasingly higher
standards of probity be-
cause of their potential to
facilitate the takeover of
their governments (or stat-
utory bodies) by agents of
organized crime and ter-
rorist infrastructures.

In the prevailing inter-
national environment, po-
litically exposed per-
sons (PEPs) with a prima
facie case made out
against them, need not
be surprised if they are
called upon to face judi-
cial proceedings. Further-

more, any politically ex-
posed person who is under
active national, regional or
international investigation
for alleged activities which
could lead to criminal
charges, should expect re-
moval from office pending
conclusion of any such in-
vestigations.

The world is desper-
ately afraid of the pos-
sibility of having to deal
with governments taken
over by criminal or terror-
ist elements acting insid-
iously or otherwise. Fur-
thermore, the plunder of
State resources is a major

contributor to underde-
velopment in communi-
ties and countries around
the world. Over time, such
plunder - left unchecked
— will lead to failed states
... witness Haiti, a fellow
CARICOM country.

Walk good and hold
your government and op-
position officials account-
able. We are only safe if
they are clean. (Read more
of Arvel’s analytical piec-
es on arvelgrant.com and
arvelgranttoday@face-
book.com)
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Guyanasurpasses WHO’s country

COVID-19 vaccination target

REGIONAL NEWS

Guyana Chroni-
cle - GUYANA has
surpassed the World
Health Organisation’s
(WHO) mandate of in-
oculating 40 percent
of the population with
a COVID-19 vaccine
by December 2021.

Minister of Health
Dr. Frank Anthony
said Guyana has thus
far fully vaccinated
39.6 percent of the
population. That per-
centage is expected to
increase by the end of
the year.

“So, you have a per-
centage of our popu-
lation that we are not
vaccinating as yet be-
cause of, one, unavail-
ability of the vaccine
and, secondly, in that
low age category there
is no vaccine avail-
able.  Nevertheless,
were at 56.3 percent
coverage for our pop-
ulation.”

So far, Guyana had
been able to vaccinate
435,085 people with a
first dose, represent-
ing over 56 percent of
the population.

Even though Guy-
ana’s vaccinated per-
centage is relatively
high, it is the entire
population of 772,975
people that is being

Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony.

considered.

However, vaccines
are only available for
512,983 people due to
age eligibility; which
means only 107,547
individuals who are el-
igible to take a COVID
vaccine, have not.

The data shows that
79 percent of the el-
igible population
have taken a stance
against the spread of
COVID-19 and have
gotten the first dose
of a vaccine, while
55.7 percent of that
amount have returned
for the second shot.

To further protect
the population from
the damaging effects
of the disease, gov-
ernment has already
b e gunthe rollout
of booster shots for
persons 50 years and
older, those 18 years
and older with a co-
morbidity, and other
adults.

Meanwhile, UN
High Commissioner
for Human Rights Mi-
chelle Bachelet said
“inequalities have fu-
elled the pandemic
and continue to do

»

SO.

Bachelet added that,
by December 1, barely
eight percent of adults
had received one dose
of vaccine in low-in-
come families, com-
pared with 65 percent
in high-income coun-
tries.

However, Guyana
is not included in the
eight percent group
due to the swift work
of government in pur-

chasing  COVID-19
vaccines, acquiring
vaccines from oth-

er friendly countries,
and also through the
COVAX facility.
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Barbados PM:inequityled to
some vaccine hesitancy

Prime Minister Mia Mottley.

BGIS - Prime Minister
Mia Amor Mottley be-
lieves that inequity and
discrimination in coun-
tries have led to much of
the vaccine hesitancy be-
ing seen across nations.

Ms. Mottley is further
of the view that the sit-
uation has been further
fueled by the lack of trust
among many citizens
who, for a long time,
have been left out of the
“democratic deal” and

“bounty that comes by
being a citizen”.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed these views on
Thursday when she de-
livered remarks at the
Virtual Summit on De-
mocracy hosted by the
President of the United
States of the America, Jo-
seph Biden.

The Prime Minister
told the audience that
democracy must always
be about people.

“It is ironic, therefore,
that this pandemic has
laid bare much of what
must concern us today —
the inequity and the dis-
crimination. Indeed, the
lack of trust that is fur-
ther fueled by fake news
and the invisible hands
that influence what we
view in our virtual world.

“We must learn why
we cannot continue to
ignore inequity or fail to
summon the will to erad-
icate poverty,” she said.

Ms. Mottley stated that
the pandemic and cli-
mate crisis had under-
scored why the demo-
cratic ideals must also
underpin relations in the
international communi-
ty, and why leaders must
seek to have global pub-
lic goods.

“This lack of vaccine
equity continues to put
us all at risk. The possi-
bility of climate refugees
undermines democ-
racies, not only in the
countries from which
those refugees will come,
but the neighbourhood
within which those refu-
gees will travel. We must
equally be concerned
about the lack of demo-
cratic ideals in the inter-
national institutions to
which we belong,” she
stated.

The Prime Minister
noted that freedom of
the press, freedom of
elections, freedom of
movement, or freedom
of association, were not
really issues in the En-
glish-speaking Caribbe-
an.

“Our issue in this part
of the region, I believe, is
more encouraging active
citizenship to support
the architecture of our
democracy, recognising
that democracy comes in
many shapes and forms

“Our fight also relates
to the elimination of
corruption in high and
low places. We must
therefore have these
conversations, and it is
absolutely vital that we
deconstruct and tru-
ly appreciate where our
concerns are as small
island developing states
in the Caribbean, where
we may strengthen what
we are doing within our
countries and across the
global community of na-
tions,” she said.

Ms. Mottley stated that
Barbados was small in
size but had played a
significant role in the
promotion, preservation
and protection of de-
mocracy and democratic
traditions for several de-
cades.
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CDB to fund Haiti's insurance
against natural hazards

CARICOM Today - The Board of
Directors of the Caribbean Devel-
opment Bank (CDB) has approved
funding for the full premium for
natural hazard insurance for Haiti.

The Bank is providing US$6.9
million as a grant on a one-time re-
quest by the Haitian Government to
cover the premium of the Caribbe-
an Catastrophe Risk Insurance Fa-
cility Segregated Portfolio Company
(CCRIF SPC) for the period 2021/22.

“Haiti faces serious challeng-
es due to the combined shocks of
natural disasters, the COVID-19
pandemic, climate change, politi-
cal instability, and the heightened
insecurity in several parts of the
country which contribute to finan-
cial uncertainty. The Caribbean De-
velopment Bank is supporting the
Government and people of Haiti as
they negotiate these times of un-
precedented challenges,” said CDB
Vice-President of Operations Isaac
Solomon.

Haiti suffered its latest disaster in
August this year with the occurrence
of a 7.2 magnitude earthquake, epi-
centred in the southwest peninsula
close to Les Cayes.

The eventresulted in 2,248 deaths
while 12,763 persons sustained in-
juries and 329 are missing.

More than 52,950 houses were
destroyed and over 77,000 were
damaged in the three most affected
areas: Sud, Grand Anse and Nippes.

In total, some 690,000 persons
were displaced.

CDB Vice-President of Operations, Isaac Solomon.

This event trig-
gered the largest sin-
gle pay-out by CCRIF
SPC, with a total of
US$40 million.

Having been a
member of CCRIF
SPC - co-founded
by CDB - since its
start in 2007, Hai-
ti partly covered its
annual  insurance
premium since 2018.
However, the Haitian
Government is un-
able to contribute to
the payment of the
CCRIF SPC premium
this policy year due
to the impact of the

ongoing COVID-19
pandemic  among
other social and eco-
nomic challenges.

CCRIF SPC has en-
abled CDB’s borrow-
ing member coun-
tries to purchase
catastrophe risk in-
surance at 40-50%
less than the cost
they would incur had
they approached the
insurance market in-
dividually.

Haiti is ranked
among the world’s
most hazard prone
countries, being at

risk for hurricanes,

storms, floods,
droughts, earth-
quakes, and land-
slides.

Having been af-
fected by numerous
major natural di-
sasters, Haiti lost an
estimated 2% of an-
nual gross domestic
product on average
between 1976 and
2020; while nearly
three in four house-
holds were econom-
ically impacted by at
least one shock an-
nually.
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Saint Lucia announces
plans for ‘Vaxxed ‘Mas’

Saint Lucia Times - Af-
ter several consultations

between stakeholders
and the Government
Department of Creative
Industries &  Culture

and the Department of
Health, the Cabinet of
Ministers has decided
that the country will host
Saint Lucia Carnival 2022
dubbed ‘The Vaxxed Mas’.

The hosting of Carnival
2022 is subject to the full
approval of the Ministry
of Health, according to
established health proto-
cols. The name suggests
everyone participating in
Carnival 2022 - includ-
ing revellers, patrons,
support staff and service
providers — must be fully
vaccinated.

The aim is to create a
bubble to ensure the safe-
ty of the general public
and all carnival patrons.

Saint Lucia Carnival is
one of the country’s big-
gest cultural displays and
has had a significant cul-
tural and economic im-
pact. Saint Lucia Carni-
val has grown to become
one of the biggest carni-
vals in the region and, by
all indications, was set to
continue on an upward
trend until the onset of
COVID-19.

b

Dr. Ernest Hilaire — Min-
ister for Tourism, Invest-

ment, Creative Indus-
tries, Culture &
Information stated: “As
a carnival enthusiast who
has been a part of carni-

val for the past 15 plus

years, it is critical that we
continue to build on the
hard work that was start-
ed by persons who have
brought carnival to where
it is now. “We must also
ensure that we preserve
the public health of Saint

Lucia while creating eco-
nomic activity for our
people to benefit from.
Carnival is also a major
part of our tourism prod-
uct which sees thousands
of visitors coming to our
shores to enjoy our island
and its wonderful experi-
ences.

“Those in the creative
industries use the car-
nival season as one of
their avenues to show-
case their talents, so we
must continue to provide
that platform to do so. It
is even more important
now after the almost two-
year hiatus.”

Carnival 2022 will not
take place in its tradition-
al form, but all the neces-
sary steps will be taken to
ensure that the true spirit
of Saint Lucia carnival is
preserved.

Strict guidelines and
protocols will be imple-
mented and the author-
ities will ensure strict
adherence in an effort to
safeguard the health and
wellness of all partici-
pants.

The guidelines will be
announced in due course
following further working
consultations  between
the Ministry of Health
and stakeholders.
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France: 400 investigationsinto

fake COVID-19 health pa
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Associated Press -
France has opened
400 investigations
into networks
providing fake
COVID-19  health
passes, the interior
minister said Sun-
day, as virus-related
hospitalizations rise
sharply across the
country.

The case of awom-
an with the virus
who died in a Paris
regional hospital af-
ter showing a false
vaccine certificate
has drawn attention
in French media in
recent days.

The hospital’s in-
tensive care chief
said they would
have given the
woman immediate
antibody treatment
had they known
that she wasn't vac-

cinated.

Authorities have
identified sever-
al thousand fake
COVID-19 health
passes in  use

around France, In-
terior Minister Ger-
ald Darmanin said
Sunday on RTL ra-
dio.

He said some
400 investigations
have been opened

into peddling fake
passes, including
some “connected to
health profession-
als”.

He didn’t say how
many people have
been arrested so far,
or provide details.

The government is
tightening the rules
on the passes, re-
quired to enter all
restaurants and a
growing number of
events and venues.
To get one, people
must show proof of
full vaccination, a
negative virus test
less than 24 hours
old, or recent recov-
ery from COVID-19.

With more con-
firmed infections
one day last week
than at any point
in the pandemic,
France is accelerat-
ing efforts for boost-
er shots in hopes
that is enough to
reduce pressure on
hospitals.

Half of French in-
tensive care units
are occupied by vi-
rus patients, some
regions are again
delaying  non-ur-
gent surgeries, and
more than 100 peo-
ple with the virus
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People wearing face masks to protect against COVID-19 walk at
Tuilerie garden in Paris, Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021.

are dying every day.

The government
closed nightclubs
and tightened so-
cial distancing mea-
sures, but is trying
to avoid a new lock-

down.

Health  Minister
Olivier Veran told
newspaper Le Pa-

risien that while
“the epidemic wave
is violent,” there

are signs the rise is
starting to slow.

He said 90% of
people over 65 have
had booster shots
so far.
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Pandemic health costs pushed
half-a-billion people into poverty

Al Jazeera - More than
half-a-billion people
globally were pushed
into extreme poverty
last year as they paid for
health costs out of their
own pockets during the
height of the COVID-19
pandemic, according to
the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) and the
World Bank.

The pandemic disrupt-
ed health services global-
ly and triggered the worst
economic crisis since the
1930s, making it even
more difficult for people
to pay for healthcare, a
joint statement from the
two organisations said

on Sunday.
“All governments must
immediately resume

and accelerate efforts
to ensure every one of
their citizens can access

health services with-
out fear of the financial
consequences,” WHO

Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said.

Tedros urged govern-
ments to increase their
focus on healthcare sys-
tems and stay on course
towards universal health
coverage, which WHO
defines as everyone get-
ting access to health ser-
vices they need without
financial hardship.

Healthcare is a signifi-

cant political issue in the
United States, one of the
few industrialised coun-
tries that does not have
universal coverage for its
citizens.

Globally, the pandemic
made things worse and
immunisation coverage
dropped for the first time
in 10 years, with deaths
from tuberculosis and
malaria increasing.

“Within a constrained
fiscal space, govern-
ments will have to make
tough choices to pro-
tect and increase health
budgets,” said Juan Pab-
lo Uribe, global director
for health, nutrition and
population at the World
Bank.

According to a Pew
Research Center study
published in March, the
pandemic has driven 32
million Indians out of the
middle class, defined as
those earning $10 to $20
a day.

It estimated the crisis
has increased the num-
ber of India’s poor — those
with incomes of $2 or less
a day — by 75 million.

Meanwhile, a new re-
port published on Thurs-
day by the United Na-
tions Children’s agency
(UNICEF) said 100 mil-
lion additional children
are estimated to now be

living in multi-dimen-
sional poverty because
of the pandemic, a 10%
increase since 2019.

Henrietta Fore, the
UNICEF’s execu-
tive director, said the
widespread impact of
COVID-19 continues
to deepen, increasing

poverty, entrenching in-

equality, and threatening

the rights of children.
“While

the number

of children who are
hungry, out of school,
abused, living in poverty
or forced into marriage
is going up, the number
of children with access
to health care, vaccines,
sufficient food and es-
sential services, is going
down. In a year in which
we should be looking for-
ward, we are going back-
ward,” she said.

The pandemic disrupted health services globally
and triggered the worst economic crisis since the
1930s, the World Bank and WHO say.
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Spanish blshop loses church powers
after marriage to erotica author

CNN - A bishop in Spain
has had his clerical pow-
ers removed following
his marriage to a “trans-
gressive” author of erotica
with satanic undertones.

The diocese of Solso-
na -- where Xavier Novell
Goma has been serving
as a bishop -- issued a
statement on Saturday
that said Novell is now
forbidden from adminis-
tering the sacraments and
engaging in any active
teaching, “both in public
and private”, although he
can still maintain his sta-
tus as a bishop.

According to the state-
ment, Novell - bishop
emeritus of Solsona — en-
tered into a civil marriage
with Silvia Caballol on
November 22, 2021, in the
province of Barcelona.

The statement then re-
fers to Canon 1394.1 of the
Catholic Church, which
states that “a clergyman
attempting marriage,
even if only civilly, shall be
subject to suspension.”

Novell became Spain’s
youngest bishop in 2010,
aged 41, when he was
appointed to Solsona, a
small city to the north
of Barcelona in Spain’s
northeastern  Catalonia
region.

In September, Novell
resigned as a bishop -- as
the Vatican approved and

The Cathedral of Solsona whose bishop of the town of Lleida, Xavier Novell Goma,
has recently been stripped of his church powers.

announced in its bulletin
that month.

Now, following his mar-
riage to Caballol, Novell is
no longer able to “exercise
the rights and functions
inherent in the episco-
pal office”, the statement
from his diocese said.

Neither Novell nor Ca-
ballol has yet issued a
statement regarding the
suspension of Novell’s
clerical powers or their re-
cent marriage.

According to reporting
by the BBC, Novell has
supported gay conversion
therapy and has also car-

ried out exorcisms.

Caballol, 38, began her
career as a novelist in
2015, according to a pro-
file on the website of her
publisher, Lacre.

She is trained in clinical
psychology as well as sex-
ology and yoga, the profile
says, and has also studied
Catholicism and Islam.

She is described on the
publisher’s website as “a
person who longs to live
to the fullest” and a “seek-
er of new emotions and
sensations”.

Lacre also calls Caballol
a “dynamic and trans-

gressive author who has
carved a niche for her-
self in the thorny literary
world to turn all our mor-
al and ethical consider-
ations upside down”.

One of Caballol’s nov-
els -- titled “The Hell of
Gabriel’s Lust” -- promis-
es to transport the read-
er to a world where they
will find “psychopathy,
sects, sadism, madness,
the unreality of immoral-
ity, and the crude struggle
between good and evil,
between God and Satan,
and between the angels
and demons”.
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BBC - A desperate
search for survivors is
under way in parts of six
US states devastated by
powerful tornadoes that
have left at least 94 peo-
ple dead.

Dozens more people
are missing and entire
towns were destroyed by
about 30 tornadoes on
Friday.

President Biden has
declared a disaster in
Kentucky, the worst-af-
fected state.

At least 80 people have
died in the state, includ-
ing dozens in a candle
factory, and the death
toll is expected to rise
above 100.

Kentucky Lieutenant
Governor Jacqueline
Coleman told the BBC
the death toll was con-
tinuing to rise “with ev-
ery hour”.

“All of these numbers
continue to unfold...,”
she said. “Our emergen-
Cy response teams are
still surveying the dam-
age and knocking on
doors and reaching out
to folks trying to make
contact to see who's
alive.”

Local  congressman
James Comer, working
with rescuers in the ru-
ined town of Mayfield,
said the tornado there
was the widest ever seen.
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Officials described Mayfield as the “ground zero” of the tornado events.

“It’s the most devastat-
ing storm damage I've
seen in my entire life.
We've had tornadoes
that have been the same
length as this tornado
but we've never had one
with the width of this
tornado,” he said.

Forty people have
been rescued from the
collapsed candle factory
in Mayfield, but 60 more
remain missing. Ken-
tucky Governor Andy
Beshear, who has visit-
ed the scene, said it was
unlikely there were more
survivors.

He said no-one had
been found alive since
Saturday.

“There’s at least 15ft of
metal with cars on top
of it, barrels of corrosive
chemicals that are there.
It'll be a miracle if any-

body else is found alive
in it,” he said.

One candle factory em-
ployee made a desperate
plea for help on Face-
book from under the
wreckage as co-workers
could be heard moaning
in the background.

“We are trapped,
please, y’all, get us some
help,” said Kyanna Par-
sons-Perez - who was
later rescued - in the

broadcast played on
CNN.
Ivy Williams, whose

wife was working a night
shift at the factory, was
speaking to her on the
phone when the call cut
out, he told the Wash-
ington Post. He said he
had not heard from her
since.

“I need people to help
me find my wife, and be

honest with me, and let
me know as soon as pos-
sible,” he told the news-
paper, in tears as he
waited outside a coun-
selling centre.

Mayfield resident Tony
Meeker described the
moment the tornado hit.

“Out of nowhere the
sirens went off and then
not long after that our
ears popped. I mean it
was like the pressure
dropped. And then it felt
like our house was about
to just be gone, get car-
ried off,” he said.

“It looks like a bomb
went off. I don’t know
how anybody could've
lived. I feel bad for any-
body that didn’t make it
or people who got stuck.
I'm sure it was terrify-
ing.”



VACANCIES at OSEC
effective December 8, 2021 until December 16, 2021

ASSISTANT BAR MANAGER

Minimum 2 years’ experience in a similar position within a hotel environment

Tertiary gualification in Hotel or Bar Management or its equivalent from a recognized university
Must be HAACP Certified | Must have current food & beverage handling licenses/permits
Complete working knowledge of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages

Must have a passion for teamwork and very strong leadership skills

ASSISTANT FOOD & BEVERAGE MANAGER

Minimum 4 years’ experience as a Food & Beverage Manager at a five star hotel

Diploma/Degree in Hotel Management required | Second language would be an asset

Must have a genuine passion for food and able to work within a busy environment & thrive under pressure
Must be a team-player | Must be service-oriented

Effective communication skills | Leadership/People Management skills

AUTO MECHANICS INSTRUCTOR

Mimimum 3-5 years’ experience working in the Auto mechanic industry

5 CXC Passes (including English & Mathematics) or Tertiary Level Completion
Knowledge of career and technology skills and competencies in Auto Mechanics
Experience in teaching in a classroom setting with diverse students is a plus

AUDIOVISUAL TECH/ IT SUPPORT

Associate degree in instructional media and technology or related field in addition to a mummum of two years’
professional audio-visual experience | InfoComm CTS certification highly desirable

Advanced knowledge of circuitry, electricity, electronics, and the ability to read and follow schemata and technical
manuals | Experienced with video recording, editing and production

Strong working knowledge of AV switching control systems (e.g. Extron, Crestron)

Superior interpersonal skills with demonstrated ability to work well with people.

Excellent verbal and written communication skills | Must be available to work evening and weekend hours

Must be able to lift and carry 50 pounds on a regular basis

BAKER'S ASSISTANT
No experience required | High School Diploma with at least 4 CXC Passes
Must be able to stand for long hours

BAKER/PASTRY MAKER

Minimum 4 years’ experience in a similar role | High School Completion

Artistic and creative in decorating cakes and other confections including chocolate and sugar art decorations
Must be physically fit

Excellent knowledge in the use of patisserie and their various possible combinations

BARTENDER
Minimum 1-2 years” experience in a similar role | High School Diploma
Must be customer-service oriented | MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED

COLOUR MATCHING TECHNICIAN

Al least 2 years’ experience in mixing paints

Minimum five (5) CXC subjects including Math and English.
Must pay attention to detail and have a good eye for colour
Strive to provide prompt and professional service to customers
Strong interpersonal skills and positive attitude

A driver’s licence and a vehicle would also be a plus
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COOK (RESTAURANT)
Minimum 1-2 years” experience | Must be trustworthy & reliable

CLEANER
Minimum 2 years’ experience

CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER

Minimum 7+ years” relevant experience in a customer focused environment with post-secondary degree or certifications
with 5-7 years people management experience

University Degree or Tertiary education with experience

Strong leadership, analytical, communication and record-keeping skills | Must pay attention to detail

DELIVERY TRUCK DRIVER
Minimum 2-3 years’ experience in a similar role | High School Completion
Must be able to drive and have a Class 3 Drivers’ License

DENTAL ASSISTANT/HYGENIST

5+ years’ experience as a Dental Assistant/Hygienist | Good Understanding of Dental/Medical software
Ability to assist in making clinical diagnosis | Perseverance, Motivation, Confidence

Flexibility, Communication, Teamwork | Problem Solving, Leadership, Organization

General computer skills including Microsoft Suite & Google Docs

FOREMAN
Minimum 5 years’ experience | Welding, Refrigeration & Electrical skills required
Must be bilingual (Able to communicate in English & Spanish)

GARDENER
Minimum 2 years’ experience in a similar role | High School Completion
Must be physically fit and able to lift at least 60 Ibs.

GIFT SHOP ATTENDANT
Minimum 1 year experience in a similar role

GROUNDS SUPERVISOR
Minimum 3 years’ experience in a similar role

HEAD CHEF (RESTAURANT)
Minimum 5 years’ experience in a similar role

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Minimum 5 years' expenence in a similar role | High School Completion
Good communication skills | Must be physically fit & able to operate heavy duty equipment

HOTEL DRIVER

Minimum 1 year experience in a similar role | Must have a valid Driver's License

INSTRUCTOR/! ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY

MD or PhD Degree

A minimum of five years teaching experience in the pre-clinical curriculum at an accredited university
Ability to supervise, advise and train students and faculty members

Ability to advise and train remediating students | Ability to foster a co-operative work environment

KITCHEN ELECTRONIC & REFRIDGERATION TECHNICIAN

Minimum 3 years’ experience as a Kitchen & Refridgeration Techneian at an international first class hotel
| Must be proficient in Basic M3 Office

Must have knowledge dealing with Hydraulic Installations, Convection Ovens, Dishwashers, Fryers etc.

KITCHEN STEWARD
Minimum 1 year experience in a similar role
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LABOURER
Minimum 3 years’ experience in a similar role | Secondary School Completion | Must be physically fit

LABOURER/GROUNDS ATTENDANT

Minimum 5 years’ experience in a similar role

Must have knowledge propagating and maintaining plants

Must be a team player & must have a Driver’s license | MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED

LINE CHEF (FINE DINING RESTAURANT)

Minimum 3 years’ experience in a similar role | Able to work unsupervised

Certificate from a Reputable Culinary School OR. 5 years in Reputable restaurant

Food Handlers Certificate required | Must be punctual, motivated, passionate & disciplined

MARKETING MANAGER (HOTEL)

Minimum 5 year experience in a similar role | Minimum High School Diploma or equivalent

Must be able to perform job functions with attention to detail, speed and accuracy; Must be creative and a clear-thinker |
Must reflect a positive attitude at all times

Relevant Qualifications required | Must have a valid Driver’s License

Proficiency with Microsoft Office Suite & Adobe Suite (Photoshop, Hlustrator, Premiere, After Effects ete.) | Web design
preferable

MASONRY INSTRUCTOR

Minimum 3-5 years” experience as a Mason

Technical Diploma and/or Certification in Construction trade | 5 CXC Passes (including English & Mathematics) or
Tertiary Level Completion

Experience in teaching in a classroom setting with diverse students is a plus

MECHATRONIC TECHNICIAN

Experience in Blow Molding and Distillery applications | Ple experience

Ability to troubleshoot electromechanical system | Boiler overhauls and maintenance

Knowledge of Fiber Optic communications & VFD programming

Experience dealing with Pumps and motors repairs | Process Operations | Hi and low-pressure compressor process

MULTILINGUAL BARTENDER
Minimum 3 years’ experience | Fluency in English & Additional Language required

MULTILINGUAL CLERK
Minimum 3 years’ experience | Fluency in English & Additional Language required

PLUMBING INSTRUCTOR

Minimum 3-5 years” experience working in the Plumbing industry

5 CXC Passes (including English & Mathematics) or Tertiary Level Completion
Technical Diploma and/or Certification in Construction trade

ROTI MAKER
High School Completion
Must have a valid Food Handler's Permit | Must have knowledge of Roti preparation

SALES CLERK (PET STORE)
Minimum 1 year experience in a similar role | Must be customer service-oriented
Must like animals and willing to learn how to take care of them

SECURITY OFFICER
Minimum 2 years’ experience as a Security Officer | Secondary School Completion
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SENIOR PROJECT DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT

Minimum of 15 years hands-on experience in the development, management or overseeing of (multiple) major mixed-use
real estate projects in the hospitality or leisure industry in the Caribbean

Bachelor’s degree required; Master’s degree in the related fields of real estate, urban planning, architecture, construction
management or civil engineering, business or finance preferred

Experience negotiating, engaging, managing and directing third party consultants and contractors

Strong analytical skills including financial analysis

Working knowledge of land use and zoming processes

Strong computer efficiency, written, oral communication and presentation skills

SHAWARMA COOK

Minimum 4 years® experience in a similar role

High School Completion | Valid Food Handlers™ Certificate required
Good Communication and customer service skills

Must be able to work under pressure

SKILLED CARPENTER
Minimum 10 years® experience as a Carpenter | Secondary/Vocational School Completion

TILE SPECIALIST
Minimum 3 years’ proven experience as a Tiler

DEADLINE FOR ALL APPLICATIONS is

Thursday 16th December, 2021

PLEASE NOTE THAT IN ORDER TO REGISTER YOU MUST BRING WITH YOU

THE FOLLOWING:
VALID PASSPORT
SOCIAL SECURITY & MEDICAL BENEFITS CARDS
RESUME
CERTIFICATES/DIPLOMAS

OSEC IS LOCATED ON
REDCLIFFE STREET

For more information please call 562-8533/34
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Chase, Cottrell and Mayers
unavailable for T20I Series in
Pakistan after COVID-19
positive tests

Following PCR tests ad-
ministered on arrival in Pa-
kistan, Cricket West Indies
(CWI) has confirmed that
four members of the West In-
dies touring party have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 and
will now undergo a period of
self-isolation.

Left-arm pacer Sheldon
Cottrell, all-rounders Ros-
ton Chase and Kyle Mayers,
along with a non-coaching
member of the team man-
agement unit returned posi-
tive tests in Karachi and will
therefore be unavailable to
participate in the upcom-
ing Pakistan series. All four
members are fully vaccinat-
ed and are without major
symptoms.

According to Johnny Grave,
CEO of CWIL: “Our arrival
testing protocols in Paki-
stan have confirmed four (4)
COVID-19 positives. These
were confirmed whilst the
players and staff were still .
in room isolation, so despite ' Sheldon Cottrell
this significant setback to
our preparation plans, we are
confident that the tour can
continue as everyone else re-
turned negative PCRs prior
to their arrival into Pakistan

and two negative PCRs since R i o
they have been in Karachi. All four individuals will remain isolated

« . _19 in. from the rest of the West Indies squad and
The risk of COVID-19in are now under the care and supervision of ~ December 14 —2nd T20I, Karachi
the team’s physician, Dr. Akshai Mansingh. December 16 — 3rd T201, Karachi

They will remain in isolation for 10 days )
and until they return negative PCR test re-  Décember 18 —1st ODI, Karachi
sults. The three-match T20I Series starts on December 20 — 2nd ODI, Karachi
Monday 13 December and will be played at
the Karachi National Stadium.

“This unusual loss of three players from our TOUR SCHEDULE
squad will seriously impact our team prepa- T20Is start at 6pm local time
rations, but the rest of the squad are in good (9am East Caribbean/8am Jamaica)
spirits and will begin training today ahead of =~ ODIs start at 1pm local time
our first game on Monday.” (4am East Caribbean/3am Jamaica)

December 13 — 1st T201I, Karachi

fection is impossible to re-
move completely from a
cricket tour, in spite of the
fact that many of our players
have been living in bio-se-
cure bubbles almost contin-
uously since before the CPL.

December 22 — 3rd ODI, Karachi
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Nico Ali Waish captures first
win at Madison Square Garden

“Ali! Ali! Ali!” chants echoed
throughout the Garden as Ali
Walsh finished the second round
in a flurry, tagging Sanchez with
multiple body shots.

He seemed close to finishing San-
chez’s night early, hurting him
with a right hand with about 30
seconds left in the round, but the
29-year-old Sanchez survived to
hear the bell.

Sanchez had the upper hand in
the third round, as Ali Walsh ap-

ONDAY 13 DECEMBER 2021

peared fatigued going further
into a fight than he had in either
of his previous pro bouts, and ad-
mitted, “I did close to nothing.”
He collected himself in the fourth
and final round, however, finish-
ing strong and leaving with a 38-
38, 40-36, 39-37 victory.

It was a good test for Ali Walsh
who feels he’s being moved along
in his career quicker than normal
due to his last name.

“As much as I'm glad, I'm accept-

ing of it,” Ali Walsh said. “I'm get-
ting fast-tracked and I'm fighting
better guys than a normal person
with three fights would be fight-
ing, but I just gotta learn quicker.”
Fifty years after his grandfather’s
famous “Fight of the Century” at
MSG, another Ali has his Garden
moment.

“It's amazing,” he said. “It's a
piece of history to be in here, let
alone fight here.”
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eventsinChina
pver Pgng Shuai

(ITF) made a last-minute U-turn
on its stance regarding the Peng
Shuai situation by deciding to
back the Women’s Tennis Associ-
ation (WTA) and suspend all ITF
events in the country next year.
Initially the organization said
it will continue to monitor the
situation, unwilling to ban all
events in the country in order to
preserve the game of tennis.

The decision kind of made sense,
as the organization handles
mostly junior events that allows
aspiring young tennis players
and kids from all around the
world take part in a competitive
format with prizes.

However, the organization seems
to be making a U-turn on that by
electing to suspend all events

of heart is being reported by Re- .
uters, although no official an- = &%
nouncement has been madecas—

of the writing of this article.
A source was quoted in th 're-
port by Reuters as saying:

men’s or women’s ITF World

Tennis Tour tournaments, are
scheduled to be played in China
in 2022,” without directly stating
that it was to do with the Peng
Shuai case.

When the official announce-
ment will be made remains to be
seen and how China responds to
another ban will be interesting to
observe.

Perhaps they will allow Peng to
speak with the WTA Chief Steve
Simon in person, as until now
she was unable to do so.

SPORTS NEWS @
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Real Madrid won for the 10th
game in a row to beat neighbours
Atletico Madrid and move eight
points clear of Sevilla at the top of
La Liga.

La Liga’s top scorer Karim Ben-
zema powered in a fantastic vol-
ley from Vinicius Jr’s cross to give
Carlo Ancelotti’s side the lead.

And Vinicius picked out Marco
Asensio to slot home their sec-
ond.

Defending champions Atletico,
who are 13 points behind Real,
had chances but the clinical hosts

INMADRID
i ERB-

5
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LL—-— Karim Benzema (No 9), wzth 1 3 goals, is three clear of Vinicius

Jr and Real Betis’ Juanmi in the La Liga top scorers chart.

deserved the win. Real have only
lost twice in 23 games - and none
since 3 October - since Carlo An-
celotti replaced Zinedine Zidane
in the summer.

Diego Simeone’s Atletico, who
sit fourth, look miles away from
the team who won La Liga last
season.

They did force Real keeper
Thibaut Courtois into six saves,
including to keep out Antoine
Griezmann’s free-kick.

A double change at the break
and the introduction of Luis Su-

arez could not help them find a
way through though.

Real deserved their win with
Vinicius involved in both goals.
Benzema’s opener was his 13th
La Liga goal of the season and his
36th for Real in all competitions
in 2021, his best annual haul for
the club. He was replaced by Luka
Jovic at the break.

Barcelona are down in eighth,
18 points behind Real, after a 2-2
draw at Osasuna.
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