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The global supply chain bottlenecks that we’ve been hearing so
much about lately are causing much more than economically
bludgeoning price hikes for consumers and end users — or
interminably long waits for cargo vessels seeking access to ports
Jor offloading and processing. It seems the weeks that cargo and
container ships have to keep their mammoth engines running -
even on idle — as they wait, is a serious source of environmental
pollution and adverse to all we sought to achieve at the recent
COP26 Climate Change Summit in Glasgow. READ OUR
EDITORIAL ON PAGE 2

INSIDE:  Only PCR test acceptable to enter A&B
e Just two in hospital with COVID
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Supply chainchaos
causing sharp increasein
climate-change
emissions from ships

Americas post-pan-
demic shopping spree
isnt just breaking the
supply chain, it's taking
its toll on the environ-
ment. Ships chasing
record-high  contain-
er prices are speeding
across the ocean to load
up as often as they can,
raising emissions at the
fastest rate since 2008.

Container ships — like
the ones carting goods
from the ports of Asia
to the US - are speeding
up as much as 22% fast-
er in good weather and
consuming more fuel in
the process, says Mike
Konstantinidis, CEO
of METIS Cyberspace
Technology, a Greek
company that analyzes
data on ship movement.

Once a vessel arrives,
unprecedented conges-
tion at the overflowing
ports are leaving a re-
cord number of ships

idling in the water,
pumping pollution into
the neighborhoods sur-
rounding the ports.

A study published on
Nov. 16 by Singapore’s
Nanyang Technologi-
cal University estimat-
ed that emissions from
ships at the port of Los
Angeles doubled be-
tween July 2020 and
2021, and increased by
123% in Singapore. The
most dramatic increas-
es in emissions have
come from vessels serv-
ing US demand, with
container ship emis-
sions at port up 94%;
while for bulk carriers,
the cargo ships used
mainly for coal or grain,
they’re up 140%.

Port pollution has
been found to increase
incidences of childhood
asthma and cancer,
contributing to an esti-
mated 1,300 premature
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deaths [per] year in the
neighborhoods around
the ports of Los Angeles
and Long Beach, as LA
councilmember Nithya
Raman pointed out
when the city voted to
adopt a resolution call-
ing on ships at the city’s
ports to be zero-carbon
by 2030.

After vessels unload
their cargo, they speed
back to the ports of Chi-
na to pick up another
load of goods. METIS
estimates an overall in-
crease in total annual
emissions of 15%, be-
tween 2020 and 2021.
“If no measures are ad-
opted, emissions from
shipping are expected
to grow extremely, even
up to 250% [by] 2050,”
Konstantinidis said.

The supply chain cri-
sis is poised to roll back
a decade of progress
on reducing shipping’s

carbon intensity, the
measure of how much
CO2 is emitted for every
nautical mile a ton of
cargo travels, as well as
increasing overall emis-
sions.

Before the pandemic,
slow-steaming lowered
emissions

In the economic dol-
drums after the 2008
recession, shipping
companies were mak-
ing less than $2,000 per
container and earning
slim profits. To save on
fuel costs, ships began
slowing down in a prac-
tice called slow-steam-
ing. Just by going slower
with few other engine
adjustments, ships can
burn less marine fuel
oil, lowering their green-

house gas emissions.
Massive contain-
er vessels lumbered

across the sea at 12 or
14 nautical miles per

Contd on pg 3
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hour (knots), rath-
er than 24 or 26
knots. The Pacif-
ic crossing could
take six weeks or
more, consider-
ably slowing deliv-
eries, but shipping
companies were
happy to save the
money and over-
all carbon inten-
sity dropped 31%
between 2008 and
2019. However,
due to an increase
in the number of
ships and voyages,
overall emissions
still went up from
962 million tons
in 2012, to 1.05 bil-
lion tonsin 2018.

According to
Nishatabbas Reh-
matulla, a senior
researcher at the
University  Col-
lege London En-
ergy Institute,
slow-steaming can
bring down a ship’s
carbon intensity
between 30% and
50%.

But its also
over-ridable. Even
as ships steadily
emitted less car-
bon in the decade
before the pan-
demic, Rehmat-
ulla noticed that
new ships’ engines
were being built
larger than they
needed to be for

slow-steaming.
This meant that
the ships were “go-
ingtobe capable of
speeding up when
the conditions are
right,” Rehmatulla
said. “And current-
ly, those are the
conditions we find
ourselves in with
the supply chain.”
As American de-
mand surged in
the pandemic and
supply chain cha-
os drove container
prices up to record
highs of more than
$10,000, shipping
lines swept aside
the environmen-
tal benefits of
slow-steaming.
What do faster
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ships mean for the
environment?
The shipping in-
dustry emits about
3% of the world’s
greenhouse  gas-
ses, more than all
but five countries.
The current surge
In emissions can
have long-term
consequences for
the shipping in-
dustry’s ability to
stayinlinewith the
Paris Agreement’s
goal of keeping
global tempera-
tures below 1.5°C.
So far, the indus-
try has burned
through half of the
remaining carbon
budget it can use
to stay within that
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goal, according to
James Mason, a
researcher at the
University of Man-
chester's Tyndall
Center for Climate
Change Research,
who specializes in
low-carbon ship-
ping. Before this
year’s supply chain
crisis, the industry
had 14 years left of
emitting at its av-
erage rate before it
exceeded the 1.5°C
target. “If emis-
sions increase in
the  short-term
due to increasing
speeds,” Mason
said, then there’s
even less time.

The longer the
industry  delays

A Message from Antigua and Barbuda Transport Board

reducing its emis-
sions, the more
drastic the action
required to stay
below the 1.5°C
goal. It can mean
scrapping fos-
sil-fuel  burning
ships sooner than
the standard lifes-
pan of about 25
years, or absorb-
ing the costs of ex-
pensive zero-car-
bon fuels before
scale brings prices
down. But, Mason
said, that raises the
issue of feasibili-
ty—if de-carbon-
ization is harder,
the industry may
be less likely to
achieve it.
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Regional consultant
challenges child rights and
prevention abuse advocates

Regarding the aware-
ness of child rights and the
prevention of child abuse,
“What are three main ar-
eas of reform that you
would recommend to the
Government of Antigua
and Barbuda?”

This was the question —
and challenge - posed by
a regional independent
consultant and advocate
for child justice, Dr. Jac-
queline Sealey-Burke, to
child rights advocates
and stakeholders at a re-
cent networking/training

workshop event organized
by Decides Antigua and
Barbuda (Decides AB), im-
plemented by Interarts in
association with Women
Against Rape (WAR).

The two-day workshop
was held at Antigua and
Barbuda’s Department of
Environment.

Emphasizing the need
to prioritize, Dr. Burke ad-
vised her audience that
the government at this
time would be forced to
prioritize and that it was
important for stakehold-

ers to reflect on their own
list of priorities.

One area that urgently
needs to be addressed, she
said, is the regular dissem-
ination of information to
the public concerning the
laws, policies, structures
and services that relate
to child rights awareness,
child justice and the pre-
vention of child abuse.

“This is low-hanging
fruit,” she added, noting
that despite the passage in
recent years of social legis-
lation by the Antigua and

Barbuda Parliament — de-
signed to champion child
rights and justice and to
prevent child abuse - two
main weaknesses still ex-
ist: the dissemination of
information and, second-
ly, the tardiness in imple-
menting the provisions of
the various legislative acts;
among them the Child
Care and Protection, Child
Justice and Status of Chil-
dren Acts.

Dr. Sealey-Burke also
asked her audience to
identify the main gaps in
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implementation. Then —in
obvious reference to the
United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRQ), an inter-
national treaty ratified by
the Government of An-
tigua and Barbuda - she
asked: “Has Antigua and
Barbuda lived up to its
international obligations
regarding the rights of the
child and child abuse pre-
vention?”

The two-day network-
ing and training sem-
inar brought together
child rights advocates
and stakeholders, onsite
and virtually. Focusing on
Child Rights and the Pre-
vention of Child Abuse, the
objective of the event was
to raise awareness of child
rights and enhance the ca-
pacity of civil society orga-
nizations to prevent and
respond to child abuse in

Antigua and Barbuda.
Delivering the key-
note address, Dr. Sea-

ley-Burke spoke mainly
on the ‘Regional Assess-
ment on Child Protection
and Child Justice Systems
Across the OECS Member
States, With Key Coun-
try-Specific Findings for
Antigua and Barbuda.’
Although pointing out
the tardiness in distrib-
uting vital information to
the public, as well as the
implementation gaps and
the inefficient collection
of raw data, Dr. Burke nev-
ertheless applauded the
governments of the re-
gion, particularly those of
the OECS who, with the
assistance of the United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), have updated

their social legislation re-
garding child rights and
child protection policy.
She also noted that
most regional countries
have ratified the UN Con-
vention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRQ),

though most have not yet ¥
signed on to two addition- |
al and optional protocols, | |
the first of which seeks to

ensure that children un-
der the age of 18 are not

recruited into the armed |

forces of their countries.

The second calls on States |
to prohibit child prostitu-

tion, child pornography,

and the sale of children ,"r

into slavery.

In facilitating one of the
workshop sessions,
Sealy-Burke issued a fur-
ther challenge to the sem-
inar participants. She told
them while national gov-
ernments are obligated to
submit regular reports to
a United Nations commit-
tee on the implementation
of the UNCRC, the said
Committee also welcomes
Shadow Reports from
Non-Governmental  Or-
ganizations. She revealed
that the Shadow Reports
are useful for providing an
additional perspective to
that offered by the Govern-
ment.

The UNCRC is the
only international hu-
man rights treaty to give
non-governmental organ-
isations (NGOs) a direct
role in overseeing its im-
plementation under CRC
Article 45 A.

Dr. Sealey-Burke also
offered her take on corpo-
ral punishment and foster
care. On the former, she

Dr. ™
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GREAT
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CHILD IN NEED

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

underscored the impor-
tance of abolishing corpo-
ral punishment and com-
mented on the leadership
role that the State should
play in this regard by first
prohibiting flogging or
any form of corporal pun-
ishment through State-
run institutions such as
schools or the justice sys-
tem.

Regarding foster care,
she mentioned that many
foster parents in the region
do not have much money
and recommended the in-
crease of stipends and oth-
er incentives to foster par-
ents. Asserting that foster
care must have standards
and foster children should
not be relegated to a con-
stant state of poverty, she
however warned against
the over-commercializa-
tion of the foster-care sys-
tem which could result in
foster parents paying more
attention to incentives

FAMILY AND SOCIAL SERVICES
(268) 562-1508/9 | 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

than actual care.

Other notable presen-
tations were made by so-
cial psychologist, Dr. Cleo
Athill who spoke on the
‘Psychological Effects of
Adverse Childhood Expe-
riences (ACEs),’ adverse
effects that can last well
into adulthood. Dr. Nicola
Bird, Executive Director
of Integrated Health Out-
reach (IHO), implement-
ing agency of the ‘Path-
ways to Addressing Child
Abuse and Child Rights
in Antigua and Barbuda’
project, also funded by In-
terarts, gave an overview
of IHO’s communications,
public awareness and ed-
ucation campaign, on be-
half of Decides Antigua
and Barbuda. The latter
is an ongoing project that
has so far included a virtu-
al press conference, televi-
sion and radio interviews,
virtual meetings with child
rights stakeholders, social



media outreach, and training work-
shops with the support of the Minis-
try of Education.

Another key intervention was
made by Ms. Feona Charles-Rich-
ards, Director of Family & Social
Services Division, Ministry of Social
Transformation, Antigua and Barbu-
da, who addressed ‘The Situation of
Child Services and Child Rights in
Antigua and Barbuda - With Spe-
cial focus on Prevention of Child
Abuse’

During her presentation, Ms.
Charles-Richards alluded to her
Ministry’s current communications
and public awareness outreach re-
garding child rights and prevention
of child abuse, a project in associa-
tion with UNICEE
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Dr. Nicola Bird and Mrs.
Charles-Richards both referred to
the issue of under-reporting in An-
tigua and Barbuda and stressed the
need for residents to become fa-
miliar with the signs of child abuse.
They emphasised that those who
hear of or see child abuse should re-
port it to the appropriate agencies.

Instances of child abuse in An-
tigua and Barbuda can be reported
to the Family & Social Services Di-
vision, Ministry of Social Transfor-
mation, the main reporting agency (
562-1608/9 or the 24-hour hotline at
463-3531); the Directorate of Gen-
der Affairs, Ministry of Social Trans-
formation (462-3990, or the 24-hour
hotline at 463-5555); the Youth In-
tervention Unit, Royal Police Force

of Antigua and Barbuda (at 462-
0125/6 or direct to 562-8417); and
the Social Worker/Counsellor at the
Sir Lester Bird Medical Center (484-
2700).

Reports can also be made to
counsellors based at the country’s
secondary and primary schools.

The chairperson of the network-
ing/training workshop was Ms. Al-
exandrina Wong of Decides Anti-
gua and Barbuda and the Executive
Director of Women Against Rape
(WAR).

The workshop meeting was the
second networking event organised
by Decides AB; the first one having
addressed the protection of the hu-
man rights of LBGT persons in Anti-
gua and Barbuda.

CHEETAH

St. John’s Antigua. Antigua
and Barbuda’s medical and
healthcare services have
received a major andtimely boost
with the recent opening of Woods
Radiology, a facility that has
increased the country’s capacity
in providing radiology services
for the detection and diagnosis
of conditions in the human body.
Conveniently located at Woods
Centre on Friar’s Hill Road, Woods
Radiology offers a selection of
new, world-class, high-tech
digital equipment. They include
a Computerised Tomography
Scan (CT - Scan) offering more
detailed and sharper imagery
of the body’s organs, bones and
soft tissue; an X-Ray system with
a digital reader and wireless
system that allows sharp images
to be transmitted to a control
room and computer, almost

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Medical Care Receives a Boost with
New Digital Radiology Service

instantly; and a digital Ultrasound
system that provides clear
images of the body’s internal
organs and tissues. The facility
also now adds a much needed
third mammogram machine to
the country’s inventory with the
device rendering crisper imagery
of breast tissue for easier
detection of abnormailities.

Every image that is captured,

regardless of the specific
equipment used, is not only
stored  within its  specific

computerised system but also
wirelessly transmitted to and
stored in a central database. This
allows information on patients to
be more easily accessed by the
doctors and technicians, as well
as provides a backup for each
system. The facility is also fully
protected from any radiation
with the walls and doors of the

CT- Scan and X-Ray rooms lined
with lead, following the advice
and guidelines of a Radiation
Physicist.

For several years, Dr. Jason
Belizaire, the proprietor of Woods
Radiology, has offered limited
radiology services providing
Ultrasounds and X-Rays on
a small scale, at his private
practice. Speaking as to why
he made this major investment
in expanding his offerings, he
stated: ‘| wanted to take things
to the next level and please my
patients who for many years
have been asking that | do this.”
He further stated that his mission
is to provide the highest quality of
care to the country with superior
and friendly service from the
facility’s doctors, technicians and
administrative staff. Since its
opening, the facility has received



rave reviews on the
quality of service being
offered.

The increased capacity
of the island’s radiology
services, provided by
Woods Radiology, is seen
as a timely intervention
as the Sir Lester Bird
Medical Center has
been strained by the
COVID-19 pandemic,
which intermittently
has caused a backlog
in radiology services
at the country’s lone
hospital. Dr. Belizaire
noted: “Anything done
privately helps to reduce
the burden on the public
system.”

The facility to date has
a staff complement
of five (5) including
a Radiologist, a
Radiographer, Ultra
Sound Technician,
Administrative Assistant
and Office Manager.
The environment is
modern and attractive,
with waiting areas that
can seat up to sixteen
people.

Dr. Belizaire has pointed
out that he could not
have done this venture
without the support of
several persons, stating:

‘1 would like to thank
the Prime Minister, the
Honourable Gaston
Browne, the Attorney

General, the Honourable
Steadroy ‘Cutie’Benjamin
and the Cabinet of
Antigua and Barbuda
for granting me duty-
free concessions to build
and equip this facility,
that benefits not only my
patients but, the people

of Antigua and Barbuda
as a whole.” He further
expressed his thanks to
his beloved wife, Patricia
Belizaire and his mom
ond dad (the latter
now deceqsed) for their
enduring support; his
brother Steven Belizaire,
a building contractor,
who assisted in getting
the premises ready;
his shipper Terrence
Dornellas who ensured
that the equipment
and supplies arrived
on a timely basis; his IT
specialist, Mr. Trent Davis
for connecting all the
dots,ensuring an efficient
computer network
system and all his staff
for their dedication and
unwavering support.

Looking to the future,
Dr. Belizaire stated that
he will be keeping close
tabs on developments
in radiology and that he
will adapt accordingly
to ensure that Woods

Radiology is always
on the cutting-edge
of providing superior
services  using  up-
to-date technologies,
operated by  highly

trained and experienced
doctors and technicians.
Woods Radiology is open
Mondays to Fridays, 9.00
a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

Contact:
Brenda Carrott-
(268)-464-9349

Partner,

CHEETAH
Communications

and Business Solutions
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The most recent report
received by the Ministry
of Health, Wellness & the
Environment
five (5) new laborato-
ry confirmed COVID-19
cases in Antigua and Bar-
buda as of Wednesday
1st December 2021 at
6:00 p.m. One hundred
and seventy-eight (178)
samples were processed.
Consequently, the total
number of persons with
laboratory confirmed

revealed

COVID-19 cases in Anti-
gua and Barbuda is 4,146;
which is inclusive of 10
active cases. There are
two hospitalized cases —
one mild and one severe.
Meanwhile Antigua and
Barbuda has fully vacci-
nated 56,989 individuals
while 4,673 have only re-
ceived their first dose.
The dashboard has been
updated to reflect these
changes.
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Governor General represents
Antigua and Barbuda at Barbados
Republlc celebratlons

Governor General of Antigua and Barbuda Sir Rodney Williams (second from left) with the 1st President
of Barbados, Dame Sandra Mason (3rd from left) and Lady Willams (right). The other gentleman seated
with them is not identified.

His Excellency Sir Rod-
ney Williams, Governor
General of Antigua and
Barbuda - accompa-
nied by Lady Williams
— took part in the Re-
public celebrations in
Barbados over the past
few days . The Gover-
nor General attended

in response to an offi-
cial letter of invitation
from Prime Minister
Mia Mottley as well as
a personal request from
President-Elect Dame
Sandra Mason.

Official events at which
Sir Rodney was present
included the opening

of Golden Square Free-
dom Park, the National
Service of Thanksgiv-
ing, the Flotilla, the Cer-
emony for the Installa-
tion of the President of
Barbados, the Nation-
al Awards Ceremony,
the “Toast to the Na-
tion” reception at State

House — and a recep-
tion on the occasion of
Barbados becoming a
Republic hosted by the
United States Embassy,
the British High Com-
mission, the Canadian
High Commission, and
the European Union.
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NOTICE: change of time -

The Ministry of Health,
Wellness & the Environ-
ment would like to in-
form the public of the
change in the time for
payout in relation to the
Plastic Waste Free Island
Pilot Project.

Participants who have
registered for Decem-
ber 3rd cash collection
should be aware that the

starting time will now be
at 12 midday until 4:30
p.m.

We are sorry for the in-
convenience  caused.
Please be guided accord-
ingly. Please note that
payout will continue un-
til December 17th 2021.
We encourage those par-
ticipants who have not
registered for payout (or

#StaySafe

are taking the option to
redeem top-ups) to vis-
it the Ministry of Health
headquarters on lower
High and Long streets
on Mondays, Tuesdays,
and Wednesdays be-
tween 9:00 a.m. and
3:30 p.m.

Additionally, an appeal
is being made for indi-
viduals to keep storing

Plastic Waste Freelsland
Pilot Project

plastics bottles, as an
opportunity for up-scal-
ing is possible next year.
In relation to the Na-
tional Bottle Collection
Scheme, that will be im-
plemented in 2022.
Therefore, don’t forget to
get the children involved
and make recycling a
family affair.

FOR DELIYERY

736-7845'/ 562-94L44
or DOWNLOAD THE APP...
Apple Store / Google PlayStore

f @kfcanu [© @kfcanu

#KFCAMU #S0CIALDISTANCING #MADEFRESHEVERYDAY




Almost30young

LOCAL NEWS

FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2021

POINTF PRESS

people

inducted into Junior Chamber
Youth Antigua

On Monday 30th No-
vember 2021, Junior
Chamber Youth (JCY)
— the junior arm to JCI
Antigua - inducted 27
young people into their
organization.

The 27 students from
the Antigua State Col-
lege (ASC) were induct-
ed into the youth-led
NGO through a recruit-
ment drive headed by
Ms. Jody Ann Parker who
served as the organiza-
tion’s secretary this year.

The students then
went through a series
of training and orienta-
tion. After this a selected
crop was recommended

for induction, based on
their passion and drive
to learn more about the
organization and their
commitment to uphold-
ing the values.

They are given sever-
al opportunities to craft
and execute skills in or-
der to develop first-hand
experience in areas such
as project planning, fi-

nancial management,
and events manage-
ment.

According to the JCY
Liaison Officer, Leon
Norville, JCY is vital-
ly important to youth
development because
too many times he sees

young people focused
on their academics but
lacking in their social
and community rela-
tions. “With JCY we are
trying to bridge that gap
to develop well-rounded
young people who are
not only academically
sound but also in tune
with social and devel-
opment issues that are
affecting their peers. We
want to give them the
opportunity to recognize
and tackle these issues
in the hope of effecting
positive change and in-
spiring hope,” Norville
said. Though the junior
youth arm is specifical-

ly based at Antigua State
College, their parent or-
ganization is said to play
an important and sup-
portive role in their op-
eration. At the moment,
JCY is only open to stu-
dents at Antigua State
College and they can
join by simply reaching
out to the 2022 Board
members, filling out an
application form, and
going through the club’s
orientation process.

Talks are currently un-
derway to possibly open
up the scope of mem-
bership within other
tertiary institutions and
even high school.
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Ambassador Colin Murdoch
presents letter of nomination
to UN Office in Geneva
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Tatiana Valovaya, Director-General of the United Nations office in Geneva (left) meets with Colin Mur-
doch, the new Permanent Observer of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States to the United Nations
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Office in Geneva, Switzerland.

(Media Release courte-
sy United Nations Infor-
mation Service, Geneva)

Colin Murdoch, the
new Permanent Observ-
er of the Organisation
of Eastern Caribbean
States to the United Na-
tions (UN) office in Ge-
neva, Switzerland, on
Wednesday, December
1, 2021, presented his
letter of nomination to
Tatiana Valovaya, Direc-
tor-General of the UN
office in Geneva.

Prior to his appoint-
ment to Geneva, Mr.

Murdoch, a citizen of
Antigua and Barbuda,
had been serving as a
Senior Advisor in the Of-
fice of the Prime Minis-
ter of Antigua and Bar-
buda since 2016.

He was Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Interna-
tional Trade & Immigra-
tion from 2014 to 2016,
a post he also held from
1995 to 2009.

He was Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of
Trade, Industry & Com-
merce from 2009 to 2014.

Mr. Murdoch has also

served as the Commis-
sioner for Antigua and
Barbuda to the Organ-
isation of Eastern Ca-
ribbean States (OECS)
since 2011, and as Per-
manent Representative
of Antigua and Barbuda
to the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) since
2013.

He was a Foreign Ser-
vice Officer at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
from 1982 to 1986, and
a Senior Foreign Ser-
vice Officer from 1989 to
1994. He also served as
non-resident Ambassa-

dor to Cuba from 1997
to 2004.

Mr. Murdoch has a
master's degree from
Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy, Tufts
University, Medford,
Massachusetts, United
States; a graduate diplo-
ma from the Institute of
International Relations,
University of the West
Indies, St. Augustine,
Trinidad and Tobago;
and a bachelor’s degree
from the University of
the West Indies, Cave
Hill Campus, Barbados.
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Cabinetbriefs: PCRtest only for
int’l entry; Dialysis Unittobe
relocated; Decemberreliefon

utility arrears...

by Shelton Daniel

The new OMICRON
Variant of the COVID-19
virus was a subject of
some concern for the
Antigua and Barbuda
Cabinet of Ministers at
its weekly meeting on
Wednesday.

International ap-
prehension about the
variant — said to be the
most mutated of the
many strains that have
emerged so far — could
make it “necessary to re-
verse the Cabinet’s earli-
er decisions”.

Because of the need
for tighter monitoring
and controls where in-
ternational travel is con-
cerned — even when it
involves Antigua and
Barbuda nationals -
“The Cabinet deter-
mined that visitors and
returning nationals may
not utilize Rapid Antigen
tests to enter.”

Instead, “Beginning
December 8th 2021,
only PCR tests no more

than three days old can
be utilized for entry into
Antigua and Barbuda.”
Cabinet is not budg-
ing on “the requirement
that all patrons [at mass
crowd fetes numbering
no more than 300] be
fully vaccinated, show
their vaccination ID card
before entry, and also
take the rapid antigen
test before entering” — a
policy that Cabinet has
explained “is based on
the likelihood of high
transmissibility of the
COVID-19 virus”.
Concerning the re-
quirement that all un-
vaccinated public sector
workers must be tested
every 14 days, “Up to
100 government workers
returning to work [on
Wednesday] December
1st 2021, can be test-
ed; hence, should the
number returning ex-
ceed 100, those workers
will have to undergo the
COVID-19 test on an-
other day. However, they
cannot return to their

workplace until such
time as they have been
tested.

“The public is remind-
ed that all un-vaccinat-
ed government workers
are required to undergo
COVID-19 testing every
14 days. Only 100 work-
ers can be tested per day.

“Testing is conducted
at the Villa Polyclinic.”

Explaining the per-
ceived slowness (by
some) in churning out
vaccination ID cards to
those who have applied
for them, the post Cabi-
net briefing notes point
out that the current fa-

S

Apua

DELAYED
DELIVERY

OF PHYSICAL BILLS

www.apua.ag.

APUA would like to advise our customers that due
to unavoidable circumstances, there is a delay in
printing the November bills for zones B, C and D.
Affected customers can access copies of their
bills online via our Online Payment Portal at
https://myutilities.apua.ag/ or via our website at
Alternatively, customers may
request their bill balance or a copy of their bill from
our Customer Service Department at emalil
customerservice@apua.ag or call 480-7150.

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience that
this may cause.
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cilities are able to produce 1,000
cards per day, with 22,000 having
been completed thus far.

“Card production entails a se-
ries of due diligence checks in
order to ensure the absence of
fraud, before production and dis-
tribution,” the Hurst notes ob-
serve. Also announced is relief
from the likelihood of disconnec-
tion for those in arrears on their
utility payments — a grace period
granted for the month of Decem-
ber. “The APUA has long adopted
a policy of cut-off of water-supply
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to customers after a 90-day ac-
count default. On electricity, the
APUA customer is given 60 days
before disconnection is ordered.
The Cabinet decided that there
will be a halt of all disconnections
from December 1st to December
30th 2021.”

The Dialysis Unit at the Sir Les-
ter Bird Medical Center will be re-
located to the Edward Ward at the
old/former Holberton Hospital
after renovation by the Ministry
of Works is completed.

“The Dialysis Center is in need
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of more space and more ma-
chines in order to meet increas-
ing demands for dialysis treat-
ment. A Cardiac Unit will occupy
the space at the SLBMC where
the Dialysis Unit has been since
its inception. An outstanding
medical institution will collabo-
rate with the Ministry of Health
to provide the human resource
expertise required and to identify
the additional experts and equip-
ment that will also be needed to
make the new Cardiac Unit meet
the highest standards possible.”
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Health Ministry endorses
TenDays of Wellness

The Ministry of
Health, Wellness &
the Environment
continues to recog-
nize that the issue
of ensuring good
health and well-
ness among Citi-
zens and residents
in Antigua and
Barbuda cannot be
done alone.

We at the Ministry
are therefore al-
ways pleased when
good corporate
citizens and orga-
nizations come on
board to assist in
educating the pop-
ulation on the im-
portance of having
a holistic approach
to their health and
well-being.

The South Leeward
Adventist Church
(SLAC) is one such
organization that
the Ministry is
pleased to be part-
nering with as we
set out to address
Health & Wellness
in Antigua and Bar-
buda with a week
of activities.

The “TEN DAYS OF
WELLNESS” take
place from Decem-

ber 1st to Decem-
ber 10th under the
theme “I want to
live healthy” with
a Walk to Wellness
being held each
day. Other activ-
ities include Ten
Prayers of Wellness
on Wednesday 1st
December; the Joy
of Eating Cooking
Demonstration on
Thursday 2nd De-
cember; Caring for
Frontline Workers
on Friday 3rd De-
cember; and Na-
ture Healing-Balm
Movie Night on
Saturday 4th De-
cember.

Two sessions will
be held on Sunday
5th December on
Children’s Mental
Health - Coping
with Emotions as
well as Manage-
ment and Preven-
tion Strategies for
People with Diabe-
tes and Hyperten-
sion, while Person-
al Reflections will
be held on Monday
6th December and
Thursday 9th De-
cember. wOn Tues-
day 7th December,

there will be a sem-
inar on Cancers: An
Increasing Threat
to Quality of Life
and a Virtual Spa.

On Thursday 9th
December there
will be a session
on Emotional Well-

# Virtual Spa
# Movie Night
# \alking to wellness
#l\lental Health Discussion
® (utreach (frontline workers)
® \irtual Vegetarian meal Preparation
® \/irtual Health and Wellness
Conferences

ness and Wellbeing.
The week of activi-
ties will conclude
on Friday 10th
December with a
Spiritual Wellness
and Worship Com-
mitment  Service.
Interested persons

s South Leeward Conference
and Ministry of Health

7@ Ten Da

Vs of Wellness

o

can register for
this free event by
going to www.de-
signed2live.com/
10daystowellness
or contact 722-
0597 or 775-4522.

Minlyiry of Health,
Welnery L [nvirgemanf

GContact :
268-772-0391
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Wake up and smell

the Chow Mein

-,

By Sir Ronald Sanders

(The writer is Antigua
and Barbuda's Am-
bassador to the United
States and the Orga-
nization of American
States. Heis also a Se-
nior Fellow at the Insti-
tute of Commonwealth
Studlies at the University

of London and Massey
Collegein the University
of Toronto. The views
expressed are entirely
his own)

A television interview-
er asked me if I thought
Caribbean countries,

and other develop-
ing territories, would
benefit from the ‘war
for influence’ that the
European Union (EU)
has launched against
the People’s Republic
of China.

He was referring to
the announcement by
the EU Commission
President, Ursula von
der Leyen, that the EU
will launch “Global
Gateway”, a scheme to
compete with China’s
“Belt and Road Ini-
tiative” (BRI) that has
been in place since the
end of 2013.

The EU Commission
President did not try
to hide that the EU’s
Global Gateway is
aimed at trying to stop
China’s spread around
the world, and its
growing influence as
the major creditor to
more than 60 develop-
ing countries on every
continent.

“We want to create
links and not depen-
dence,” she said — an
allusion to the claim
by the G7 countries
(the rich nations of

the West) that China is
indebting developing
countries so as to con-
trol them.

What is striking about
this new rivalry to lend
money to developing
countries is that it has
arisen, not in response
to the needs of these
countries for econom-
ic advancement and
social improvement,
but from big power ri-
valry for influence in
their own interest.
Nonetheless, should
this contest between
richer countries result
in the availability of
more money to fund
growth and prosperity
in developing nations,
it should be welcomed.
Not only would it pro-
duce a larger global
pot of money, but it
will allow developing
nations to acceptloans
from the rival provid-
ers that offer the best
terms.

The EU has started late
in this race, and the
sums it is suggesting
are less than half of the
$1.2 trillion that China
has already put on the
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table for 13,000 proj-
ects in 63 countries.
The EU Commission
said it will “seek” to
mobilize $340 billion
by 2027 (six years from
now), and from a com-
bination of public in-
vestment and - as yet
unsecured — private in-
vestment. What the EU
appears to be sure of
is $40 billion in export
guarantees to Euro-
pean private investors
and around $18 billion
in grants.

The EU has pointed out
thatit has been provid-
ing “grants” while Chi-
na has been providing
“loans”. But in truth
the repayment terms
of the Chinese loans
are concessionary and
affordable. Further,
they are used mostly
for infrastructure proj-
ects that developing
countries need, where-
as EU grants are highly
conditional and take
very long to disburse.
Added to all this, while
the EU’s “Global Gate-
way” was launched
with much fanfare,
its draft plan does not
contain a list of proj-
ects it will undertake
immediately — or in
which countries.
Significantly absent,
also, is any indica-

tion whether the EU
will drop its criterion
of low per capita in-
come as a qualifier for
access to the “Global
Gateway”.  So-called
middle-income and
high-income  coun-
tries have long been
disqualified for access
to grants and conces-
sionary loans from the
EU, except in disas-
trous situations. The
development of many
Caribbean countries
is measured by this
flawed criterion.
Perhaps, at some
point, the EU will ac-
tually have a serious
discussion with re-
gional groups of de-
veloping countries
about their real needs
and how best the EU
can help - particularly
as several of its mem-
bers have a sad legacy
of under-development
across every conti-
nent. Among the EU
members are France,
Italy, Spain, Portugal,
Belgium and Germa-
ny. The UK is omit-
ted from this list since
“Global Gateway” is
a EU project and the
UK is no longer an EU
member.

The bottom line is: If
this EU-China rival-
ry — coupled with the

FEATURE

G7’s “Build Back Bet-
ter World” (also an ef-
fort to compete with
China and halt what is
seen as its global influ-
ence) — produces more
money for developing
nations, including the
Caribbean, it would
signal the start of a
new world.

That would be espe-
cially so if developing
countries can choose
the options best suited
to them, and not to the
lenders. In this way,
they could retain their
autonomy from all
lenders, spread their
exposure, and seek the

Life | Medical

STATE INSURANCE

best terms possible.
However, right now -
especially as the glob-
al financial institu-
tions such as the IMF
and World Bank still
reflect the policies of
G7 countries — China
remains the lender of
choice.

The G7 and leading
members of the EU -
who built their econ-
omies on the backs of
developing countries
in Asia, Africa, and Lat-
in America and the Ca-
ribbean — should wake
up and smell the Chow
Mein. Itis everywhere.

268.481-7800
info@sicantigua.com
sicantigua.com
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St. Kitts-Nevis says no travel
bans on African countries

CMC-TheSt. Kitts-Nev-
is government says it will
not follow its other Carib-
bean Community (CAR-
ICOM) countries and
impose a travel ban on
several African countries
following the discovery
of a new variant of the
coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic in South Afri-
ca over the past few days.

Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris told Par-
liament on Wednesday
that his administration
would follow the advice
given by the World Health
Organization (WHO) to
not impose any travel re-
strictions on South Africa
where the new variant of
the COVID-19 virus, now
called Omicron, was first
reported.

Prime Minister Harris
said while some coun-
tries have imposed trav-
el bans on South Africa
and other southern Afri-
can countries to keep the
Omicron variant out, the
new strain has already
been confirmed in other
countries.

“The WHO does not
support travel bans at
this particular time and
it has advised that the
travel bans that are in

place are unlikely to stop
the spread of the variant.
Of course, we see that al-
though it was reported in
South Africa, it has now
found itself elsewhere
and it has been report-
ed in at least 22 oth-
er countries, including
Canada and the United
Kingdom.” With Omi-
cron being designated a
variant of concern, the
WHO has issued a num-
ber of recommendations
to the global community,
which includes enhanc-
ing surveillance.

Several CARICOM
countries - including
Trinidad and Tobago, Ja-
maica, and The Bahamas
- have joined the Unit-
ed Kingdom, the United
States and others in im-
posing a travel ban on
passengers coming from
several African countries
including South Africa,
Mozambique and Zim-
babwe.

But Prime Minister
Harris told legislators,
“Our health team has
advised that it is not
necessary at this time to
impose a travel ban on
South Africa or on the
[southern] African coun-
tries.

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris

“We will follow what the
WHO prescribed in place
of travel bans. The WHO
has recommended that
countries continue to
implement the effective
public health measures
to reduce COVID-19 cir-
culation overall, using
a risk analysis and sci-

ence-based
approach. Further, coun-
tries should increase
their public health and
medical capacities to
manage an increase in
the cases,” Harris told
Parliament.

He said local authori-
ties would continue the
necessary public health
measures that have kept
citizens and residents
safe, and will continue
to promote the country’s

vaccination programme.

“We want to encour-
age everyone who is able
to, to get himself or her-
self vaccinated. We want
to repeat our appeal to
those who are on the
frontline — our nurses,
our doctors, our police
officers, those in the De-
fence Force; in fact, any-
one whether in public or
private sector engaged in
frontline activity, howev-
er defined - they are at
the [most] risk, being in
the frontline, and there-
fore we advise that they
protect themselves as
much as possible. And
the best tool in this fight
against a virus that killed
millions of people is the
vaccine,”
Minister Harris.

said Prime
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St. Vincent:La Soufriere goes back
to sleep; scientists gohome

Loop - Scien-
tists attached to
The UWI Seismic
Research  Centre
(UWI-SRC) have
ended their tour
of duty in St. Vin-
cent and the Gren-
adines at the La
Soufriere volcano.

Activity at the vol-
cano has declined
steadily since the
last explosive event
on April 22, 2021,
and all currently
available monitor-
ing data points to
an end in eruptive
activity.

However, residu-
al steaming at the

summit and lahars
(mudslides) in the
valleys surround-
ing the volcano
will continue to be
observed for some
time.

The Soufriere
Monitoring  Unit
(SMU) at the Na-
tional Emergen-
cy Management
Organization
(NEMO) will now
assume responsi-
bility for the oper-
ations of the Bel-
mont Observatory.

Day to day moni-
toring of the volca-
no will be support-
ed by the UWI-SRC

— ']

LIV stismic

remotely from its
base in Trinidad.

The on-island
scientific staff rota-
tion ends an almost
year-long occupa-
tion of the Belmont
Observatory.

After the detec-
tion of the new
lava dome at La
Soufriere in late
December 2020,
UWI-SRC scien-
tists based at the
observatory over-
saw the wupgrade
of the local seismic
and ground defor-
mation monitoring
networks, conduct-
ed other fieldwork

and ground-based
measurements,
and advised the
Government of St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines in the
run-up to the onset
of explosive activi-
ty on April 9, 2021.

Senior Research
Fellow (Geologist)
at the UWI-SRC,
Professor Richard
Robertson believes
that the volcano
willnow go through
a period of adjust-
ment saying: “The
mountain went
through a traumat-
ic experience and
will take some time

to reshape itself.”

UWI-SRC Direc-
tor, Dr. Erouscilla
Joseph  reaffirms
the Centre’'s com-
mitment to St. Vin-
cent and its resi-
dents, indicating
that, “We continue
to monitor La Sou-
friere in this new
phase of activity
and provide sup-
port to NEMO and
the Government of
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.”

The volcanic alert
level at La Soufri-
ere remains at YEL-
LOW.
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Argentinadonates COVID-19

vaccines tothe Eastern

Caribbean

St. Lucia Times - On
Wednesday Decem-
ber 1st, the Organ-
isation of Eastern
Caribbean  States
(OECS) received
42,000 doses of As-
traZeneca vaccines
donated by the gov-
ernment of Argenti-
na.

According to Ar-
gentine Foreign
Minister Santiago
Cafiero, “This col-
laboration is just a
token of the histor-
ical friendship and
positive  relations
between the Argen-
tine Republic and
the Caribbean re-
gion. We share the
same  democrat-
ic values, and my
government tru-
ly appreciates the
support we perma-
nently receive from
our partners.”
Argentina and the
OECS signed a Bi-
lateral Cooperation
Agreement in 2013
and, since then, nu-
merous technical

cooperation proj-
ects in agriculture,
public health and
environment have
been implemented
in St. Kitts & Neuvis,
Antigua & Barbuda,
and other member
countries.
Argentine MFA Di-
rector of Caribbean
Affairs and former
ambassador to the
OECS, Gustavo M.
Pandiani, informed
to the press that,
within this first
vaccine donation,
“Saint Lucia will
receive 18,000 dos-
es, Dominica 2,000,
Grenada 11,000
and Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines
11,000.”

Finally, Ambassa-
dor Pandiani added,
“We want to recog-
nise the coordina-
tion efforts made
by OECS Director
General Didacus
Jules and director
Carlene Radix.”

ArgentineAmbassador Gustavo Pandiani (left) and OECS
Director General Dr. Didacus Jules
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Jamaica: Mourning dad backs
PM's death wishforgunmen

Jamaica Glean-
er - Nineteen days
after the gun mur-
der of his son, a
distraught father
claims investiga-
tors have not act-
ed on useful in-
formation and he
agrees with Prime
Minister Andrew
Holness’ hyperbol-
ic advocacy for the
death penalty for
persons convicted
of illegal posses-
sion of firearm.

“Yuh just want
a gun fi see any-
body and go kill
somebody. I agree
with that law im-
mediately. I would
be somebody weh
sign to that im-
mediately!” Roger
Simpson told The

Gleaner on Mon-
day.

Simpson, a
50-year-old con-

struction worker,
said his [spirit has]
been crushed since
the loss of his son
on November 13.
He is still seeking
closure.

His son, 24-year-
old Shavon Simp-
son - otherwise
called ‘Titty Man’
of Waltham Park
Road, Kingston 11

— was killed while
at a bike show in
Ferry district.

Reports are that,
about 7:50 p.m.,,
residents at an ille-
gal bike show heard
gunshots and sum-
moned the police.

Shavon was seen
on the ground suf-
fering from gun-
shot wounds with a
motorcycle on top
of him.

He was tak-
en to the hospital
where he was pro-
nounced dead.

His father ac-
knowledged that
Shavon was at-
tending an illegal
event, as Jamaica’s
Disaster Risk Man-
agement Act out-
laws the hosting of
in-person  enter-
tainment events
because of the
coronavirus pan-
demic.

The elder Simp-
son wants his son’s
killer brought to
justice.

“He wasn’t sup-
posed to be there,
but no matter what
the circumstances
why he was there,
get the investiga-
tion, find out why
it happen. The bal-

listics too full up?
Find some way out
... We ah lose too
much of our kids
dem far too long,”
Simpson said.

Sentiments like
those are likely to
have influenced
Holness’ rhetoric
at the Jamaica La-
bour Party’s 78th
annual conference
at the National In-
door Sports Cen-
tre in Kingston on
Sunday. Holness
said, were it up to
him, the illegan
gun possession
would merit the
death penalty.

With more than
1,300 people killed
this year, Holness
promised a vig-
orous legislative
push to tackle the
country’s galloping
murder rate.

The investigative
process has been
slow, said Simpson,
who has reportedly
turned up to give
information when
required. But that
impatience is not
dissimilar to the
experience of hun-
dreds of families
who lose relatives
annually. “My son
is not a criminal,”

Roger Simpson speaks to journalists
about the killing of his son, Shavon
Simpson, at an illegal bike show on

Monday.

said the father of
eight, who warned
that he did not
want to do his own
investigation that
might end in vigi-
lante justice.
“Mineed the jus-
tice system fi work
in such a way that
it quick and brisk.
Because that’s why
people haffi react,
you know, because
when yuh find out
say yuh put it in
the hand of the law
and it nah work
out, you haffi have
a different way
out,” he said.
Attempts to
reach the investi-
gating officer have
been unsuccessful.
The  Duhaney

Park police have
possession of his
son’s motorcycle,
which they have
asked him to re-
trieve. However,
Simpson is ada-
mant they can do
more to help him
and his family get
through this turbu-
lent time.

He said he has
had to be a tower
of strength coun-
selling his partner
and Shavon’s sib-
lings.

Simpson  had
dreams of his son
becoming a col-
lege graduate and
leading a success-
ful life. Now he is
fine-tuning plans
for his funeral.
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UN: global food prices at
their hlghest iInadecade

Al Jazeera - The
price of food sta-
ples continued to
grow in November
amid a global envi-
ronment of strong
demand and tight
supply, according
to the United Na-
tions’ Food & Agri-
culture Organiza-
tion (FAO).

The FAO’s Food
Price Index—which
measures the
monthly  change
in the internation-
al price of cereal,

dairy, meat, veg-
etable oils, and
sugar - jumped

1.6 points in No-
vember from the
previous month to
134.4.

That is the high-
est level in a de-
cade and the fourth
consecutive month
the index has risen.

Prices of cere-
als and dairy saw
the sharpest gains,
followed by sug-
ar, while prices of
meat and vegeta-
ble oils fell slight-
ly in November
from the previous
month.

Inflation for es-

sentials — including
food and energy
— has skyrocketed
this year, thanks
to  supply-chain
snarls and short-
ages as countries
cast off COVID-19

restrictions.

Soaring food
prices are hit-
ting low-income
households es-
pecially hard be-
cause higher prices

for essentials like
bread, meat, milk
and rice eat up a
larger share of their
incomes.

The pain inflict-
ed on consumers
has placed central
banks the world
over in a tough
position because
higher interest
rates help cool in-
flation, but they
also risk denting
fragile economic
recoveries.

In the United
States, the Federal
Reserve has priori-
tized getting Amer-
icans back to work
over reining in in-
flation.

But with con-
sumer price infla-

Soaring food prices are hitting low-mcome households
especially hard.

tion accelerating
at its fastest pace
in 30 years in Oc-
tober, Fed chief Je-
rome Powell said
this week it was
time to “retire” the
word “transitory”
when  describing
inflation, as he sig-
naled that the Fed
could speed up the
taper of its bond
purchases. That in
turn could pave the
way for an interest
rate hike sooner
than expected.
According to the
UN, cereal prices
jumped 3.1 percent
in November on a
monthly basis, and
23.2 percent com-
pared to the same
period a year ago.
Wheat prices

have grown for
five consecutive
months and are

now at their high-
est level since May
2011 due to harvest
troubles in Austra-
lia, linked to un-
timely rains and
potential changes
to export policy in
Russia.

Maize export
prices also climbed
in November,
propped up by
strong sales in Ar-
gentina, Brazil and
Ukraine.

The dairy index
rose 3.4 percent
on a monthly basis
and was 19.1 per-
cent in November
compared to a year
ago, due to growing
demand for milk

and butter and de-
pleted stock.

The FAO’s sugar
price index aver-
aged 120.7 points
in November - 1.4
percent higher
than a month ago
and a whopping
40 percent higher
than a year ago.

The meat index
fell 0.9 percent
from October, dip-
ping for a fourth
consecutive month
but still 17.6 per-
cent above what
it was in Novem-
ber of last year.
The reason for the
slight decline is re-
duced purchases of
pig meat by China,
especially from the
European Union.



POINTF PRESS

FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2021

INTERNATIONAL NEWS  ARoun® THE WORLD @

Germany locks down unvaccinated people
as leaders plan to make shots compulsory

Acting Chancellor Angela Merkel and Olaf

Scholz hold a press conference Thursday on
tightened COVID- 19 restrictions.

(CNN) - Germany on
Thursday announced a
nationwide lockdown
for the unvaccinated,
as its leaders backed
plans for mandato-
ry vaccinations in the
coming months.

Unvaccinated people
will be banned from
accessing all but the
most essential busi-
nesses — such as su-
permarkets and phar-
macies — to curb the
spread of coronavirus,
outgoing Chancellor
Angela Merkel and her
successor, Olaf Scholz,
announced Thursday
following crisis talks
with regional leaders.

Those who have re-
cently recovered from
COVID-19 are not cov-
ered by the ban.

The pair also backed
proposals for man-
datory  vaccinations
which, if voted through
the parliament, could
take effect from Febru-
ary at the earliest.

Under the tightened
restrictions, unvacci-
nated people can only
meet two people from
another  household.
Bars and nightclubs
must shut down in ar-
eas with an incidence
rate above 350 cas-
es per 100,000 people
over one week. And the
country would limit
the number of people
at large events like soc-
cer matches.

The announcement
comes as Germany
battles a surge in cas-
es that has pushed

Europe back to the
epicenter of the pan-
demic,  heightening
fears over the newly
discovered = Omicron
variant.

The press briefing is
also Merkel’s last be-
fore she leaves office; a
grim note to end her 16
years as German chan-
cellor.

“We have understood
that the situation is
very serious and that
we want to take fur-
ther measures in ad-
dition to those already
taken,” Merkel told re-
porters at Thursday’s
news conference. “The
fourth wave must be
broken and this has
notyetbeen achieved,”
she added.

A nationwide vacci-
nation mandate could
come into effect from
February 2022 afteritis
debated in parliament
and following guid-
ance from Germany’s
Ethics Council, Merkel
said.

She added that vacci-
nated people will lose
their vaccination sta-
tus nine months after
getting their last shot,
apparently in an effort
to encourage booster

uptake. If approved,
Germany’s vaccine
mandate would fol-
low in the footsteps of
neighboring  Austria
which also plans to
make inoculations for
eligible adults compul-
sory from February.

Elsewhere, Greece
announced that vac-
cines would be man-
datory for people aged
over 60 from mid-Jan-
uary. Those refusing to
do so would face 100
euro (US $113) fines for
each passing month,
the government said
Tuesday.

European Union
Commission president
Ursula von der Leyen
said it was time to “po-
tentially think about
mandatory  vaccina-
tion” within the bloc
as it faces the double
onslaught of a fourth
coronavirus wave and
concerns over the
Omicron variant dis-
covered by South Afri-
can health officials last
week.

“Two or three years
ago, I would never
have thought to wit-
ness what we see right
now; that we have this
horrible  pandemic,



we have the vaccines,
the life-saving vaccines,
but they are not being
used adequately every-
where,” von der Ley-
en told a press briefing
Wednesday.

“How we can encour-
age and potentially think
about mandatory vacci-
nation within the Euro-
pean Union, this needs
discussion. This needs a
common approach, but
it is a discussion that I
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think has to be led,” she
added.

Germany, much like
Austria, has one of the
lowest vaccination rates
in western Europe, with
68.4% and 65.6% of eli-
gible adults vaccinated
respectively, according
to the ECDC.

Germany continues to
see a record-breaking
number of cases, par-
ticularly in its eastern
states. On Wednesday,
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the country recorded
446 COVID-19 relat-
ed deaths -- its highest
number of daily deaths
in nine months.

Many hospitals are
struggling to cope with
the increasing number
of intensive care pa-
tients. There could be
around 6,000 COVID-19
patients in intensive
care by Christmas — re-
gardless of any mea-
sures implemented by

Germany’s leaders -
the country’s Interdis-
ciplinary = Association
for Intensive Care and
Emergency warned on
Wednesday.

Already, more than
102,000 people in Ger-
many have died as a
result of coronavirus,
according to the Rob-
ert Koch Institute (RKI),
the national disease and
control center.

US House to consider bill to
clamp down on products from
China s Xinjiang

Reuters — The US
House of Representa-
tives is set to consider a
bill as soon as next week
that would ban imports
from China’s Xinjiang
region over concerns
about forced labor, Rep-
resentative Jim McGov-
ern, the bill's sponsor,
told reporters on Thurs-
day.

“Next week is an im-
portant week for human
rights,” McGovern said.
“... We think it’s import-
ant to move some China
legislation,  hopefully
much of it focused on
human rights. The Uy-
ghur Forced Labor Pre-
vention Act, we want to
see that get over the fin-

ish line in some form.”

President Joe Biden
is hosting a summit of
democracies next week,
seen as an effort to push
back against China’s
growing influence.

Republicans and
Democrats have been
arguing over the Uyghur
legislation for months.
Most recently, Republi-
can Senator Marco Ru-
bio has been demand-
ing that the measure be
included as an amend-
ment to the National
Defense Authorization
Act, or NDAA, delaying
the Senate’s consider-
ation of the massive an-
nual bill setting policy
for the Pentagon.

Rubio’s office did not
immediately respond to
a request for comment
on whether House pas-
sage of McGovern’s bill
would change his stance
on the defense bill.

If the Uyghur measure
becomes law, it would
create a “rebuttable pre-
sumption” that all goods
from Xinjiang — where
the Chinese govern-
ment has set up a vast
network of detention
camps for Uyghurs and
other Muslim groups -
were made with forced
labor.

China denies abusesin
Xinjiang which supplies
much of the world’s ma-
terials for solar panels.

But the US government
and many rights groups
say Beijing is carrying
out genocide there.

Republicans have ac-
cused Biden’s Demo-
crats of slow-walking
the legislation because
it would complicate the
president’s renewable
energy agenda. Demo-
crats deny that.

“I just want to see a
strong, a much stron-
ger, approach when it
comes to forced labor
in Xinjiang,” Democrat-
ic Representative Dan
Kildee told Reuters in
a telephone interview,
arguing that domestic
production of solar pan-
els could be ramped up.



FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2021

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

AROUND THE WORLD

Russia warns of military
confrontation nightmare

BBC - Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov
has warned that Eu-
rope could be returning
to what he called the
“nightmare of military
confrontation”.

At a European security
conference in Sweden,
Mr. Lavrov floated the
idea of a new Europe-
an security pact to try
to stop NATO from ex-
panding further east.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken warned
of “serious consequenc-
es” if Russia sought con-
flict with Ukraine.

The meeting comes as
Russia boosts its military
near Ukraine’s border.

Ukraine says Russia
has amassed more than
90,000 troops there.

Moscow denies it is
preparing an attack on
Ukraine and accuses
Kyiv of its own military
build-up.

As tensions rise, Russia
said on Thursday it had
arrested three suspected
Ukrainian security ser-
vice agents.

One of the three was
accused of planning a
terrorist attack, while
the other two had been
seeking to gather intel-
ligence, Russia’s Federal
Security Service said.

Mr. Lavrov and Mr.
Blinken met at a con-
ference of the Organi-
sation for Security and

Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE).

US officials said the
two sides had agreed
to further dialogue on
Ukraine.

Mr. Blinken hinted at
the possibility of direct
talks between US Pres-
ident Joe Biden and his
Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin in the
near future.

Russia’s foreign minis-
try hoped a Putin-Biden
summit would take
place in the coming days
but no date had been
set, Interfax news agen-

cy reported.

The  build-up of
Russian troops near
Ukraine’s border was

among the topics dis-
cussed at an in-person

summit between the
two leaders in Geneva in
June.

Earlier this week, Pres-
ident Putin said Russia
would seek US guaran-
tees that NATO will limit
its presence in Ukraine,
which is not a member
of the security alliance.

But on Thursday, Mr.
Lavrov said in a speech
that NATO was refus-
ing to constructively
consider proposals to
de-escalate tensions and
prevent dangerous inci-
dents.

“The alliance’s military
infrastructure is being
irresponsibly  brought

Antony Blinken and Sergei Lavrov met at a Euro-
pean security conference in Sweden.

closer to Russia’s borders
in Romania and Poland,
deploying an anti-mis-
sile defence system that
can be used as a strike
complex,” he said.

“American medi-
um-range missiles are
about to appear in Eu-
rope, bringing back the
nightmare scenario of a
military confrontation.”

He warned NATO
against turning coun-
tries neighbouring Rus-
sia, i.e. Ukraine, into
“bridgeheads of con-
frontation”, and said he
hoped Russian propos-
als for a new security
pact would be carefully
considered.

At a joint news confer-
ence with the Russian
foreign minister, Mr.
Blinken said the best
way to avoid a crisis was
through diplomacy and
urged Russia to pull back
its forces.

“The United States is
willing to facilitate that
but ... if Russia decides
to pursue confrontation
there will be serious con-
sequences,” he added.

On Wednesday,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky

called for direct talks
with Russia over the
more than seven-year
conflict  with  Rus-
sian-backed separatists
in eastern Ukraine.

He also said that Ky-
iv’'s goal was to “liberate”
Crimea, annexed by Rus-
sia in 2014, but made no
mention of using force.

A large part of the re-
cent Russian military
build-up is in Crimea.

Troops are also mass-
ing near Ukraine’s east-
ern Donbas region, the
name for parts of Lu-
hansk and Donetsk re-
gions under the control
of separatists.
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tial. Email CV and Salary expectations to Love-
beachantigua@gmail.com for interview.
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This energetic young male dog named Rusty is
available for adoption at the Humane Society’s
Animal Shelter in Bethesda. He has been treated
for internal and external parasites,
vaccinated and neutered; all of which is
included in the $100 adoption fee.

We are open Tuesday to Saturday
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

For further details, call 461-4957.
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China says it is “firm-
ly opposed to acts that
politicise sports” after
the Women’s Tennis As-
sociation (WTA) sus-
pended all tournaments
in the country amid con-
cern for Chinese player
Peng Shuai.

The whereabouts of
Peng, a former doubles
world No 1, became a
matter of international
concern almost a month
ago when she disap-
peared after alleging for-
mer China vice-premier
Zhang Gaoli had sexual-
ly assaulted her.

Her social media post
on Chinese site Weibo
detailing the allegation
was deleted. The Inter-
national Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) says it held
a video call with Peng
on Wednesday and will

SPORTS NEWS

pends ten
ournamentsi
overPeng

Chinese star tennis player Peng Shuai

meet with her in person
in January.

The IOC  president
Thomas Bach previously
spoke to Peng during a
half-hour video confer-
ence call on November
21. However, the WTA
said at the time the vid-
eo was “insufficient evi-
dence” of her safety.

An IOC statement on
Thursday added: “There
are different ways to
achieve her well-be-
ing and safety. We have
taken a very human
and person-centred ap-
proach to her situation.
“Since sheis a three-time
Olympian, the IOC is ad-
dressing these concerns
directly with Chinese
sports organisations.
“We are using ‘quiet di-
plomacy’ which - given
the circumstances and

ai case*

based on the experience
of governments and oth-
er organisations — is in-
dicated to be the most
promising way to pro-
ceed effectively in such
humanitarian matters.”
WTA chairman and CEO
Steve Simon said he held
“serious doubts” that
Peng “is free, safe and
not subject to censor-
ship, coercion and in-
timidation”. “Unfortu-
nately, the leadership in
China has not addressed
this very serious issue in
any credible way,” said
Simon in a statement
distributed by the tour.
“While we now know
where Peng is, I have se-
rious doubts that she is
free, safe and not sub-
ject to censorship, coer-
cion and intimidation.”
When asked about the

matter at a regular brief-
ing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Wang Wenbin said: “We
have made clear our
position. We are always
firmly opposed to acts
that politicise sports.
China was due to be
the site of several ten-
nis tournaments next
year, including the pres-
tigious season-ending
WTA Finals.

“In good conscience, I
don’t see how I can ask
our athletes to compete
there when Peng Shuai
is not allowed to com-
municate freely and has
seemingly been pres-
sured to contradict her
allegation of sexual as-
sault,” Simon said.

In a lengthy statement,
Simon added he was
“greatly concerned”



about the risks players and staff
could face if events were held in
China in 2022. “If powerful peo-
ple can suppress the voices of
women and sweep allegations of
sexual assault under the rug, then
the basis on which the WTA was
founded - equality for women
- would suffer an immense set-
back,” he said. “I will not and can-
not let that happen to the WTA
and its players.” The suspension
also includes tournaments in
Hong Kong. Simon added: “I re-
main hopeful that our pleas will
be heard and the Chinese author-
ities will take steps to legitimately
address this issue.”
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In an interview with NBC News,
Simon said he did not believe the
two emails the organisation has
received so far from Peng regard-
ing her wellbeing and safety were
authentic. “My opinion is that
they were orchestrated,” he said.

The editor of China’s Global
Times newspaper accused the
WTA of “coercing” Shuai to “sup-
port the West’s attack” on China
by suspending tournaments in
the country.

Hu Xijin has been outspoken on
the scandal involving Peng and
her accusation of sexual assault,
even as Beijing has been large-
ly silent and authorities have

blocked discussions of the topic
on China’s internet.

“WTA is coercing Peng Shuai to
support the West’s attack on the
Chinese system. They are depriv-
ing Peng Shuai’s freedom of ex-
pression, demanding that her de-
scription of her current situation
must meet their expectation,”
Hu said on his official Twitter ac-
count in a post which cited the
WTA’'s announcement.

The WTA did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment
on Hu'’s post on Twitter, which is
blocked in China.

Elaine Thompson-Herah
named World Athletics Female

Athlete of the Year

Jamaica’s Elaine Thomp-
son-Herah was on Thursday
named the World Athletics Fe-
male Athlete of the Year at a
virtual awards ceremony.

The Olympic Games triple
gold medallist is the third Ja-
maican to win the award after
Merlene Ottey and Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce.

This was the third time the
sprinter had been nominated
for the prestigious award.
Thompson-Herah earned
the women’s award among
finalists that included Si-
fan Hassan (Netherlands,

5000m/10,000m), Faith Kipy-
egon (Kenya, 1500m), Sydney
McLaughlin (USA, 400m hur-
dles) and Yulimar Rojas (Ven-
ezuela, triple jump).

She became the first wom-
an to win 100m, 200m and
4x100m golds at one Olym-
pics since Florence Grif-
fith-Joyner in 1988.
Thompson-Herah also
clocked the second-fastest
100m and 200m times in his-
tory (10.54, 21.53), trailing
only Griffith Joyner’s world re-
cords.
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King and Devers to conduct bowling
clinics in Berbice onSunday

The efforts of the
Hilbert Foster-led

Berbice Crick-
et Board (BCB) to
develop the game
and ensure all
players have equal
opportunities  to
fulfill their talent
would be taken
a step further on
Sunday (December
5, 2021) when the
board hosts two
separate clinics -
one for fast bowl-
ers and another for
off-spinners.

The two clinics will
be conducted by
former West Indies
fast bowler Reon
King and former
national Under-19
player Sean De-
vers at the Albion
Community Cen-
tre Ground from
11:00h to 15:00h.
The clinics would

be held under the
BCB’s highly suc-
cessful countywide
Dr. Tulsi Dyal Singh
coaching pro-
gramme.
Hundreds of Un-
der-19 players have
benefitted from the
programme which
is sponsored by
Dr. Singh, an over-
seas-based Guya-
nese.

The board has
since expanded
the programme to
include former na-
tional and interna-
tional players who
are highly respect-
ed in the county
and viewed as pos-
itive role models.
“Foster — who has
spearheaded a
transformation
of Berbice cricket
over the last four
years — last Sunday

announced a plan
to produce at least
10 players for the
West Indies at the
differentlevels over
the next 2-3 years,”
the BCB said in a
release.

“This includes the

Under-15, Un-
der-19, Female
Under-19, senior
females and se-

nior team in T20Is,
ODIs, and Tests.

The county’s
coaching staff, led
by Winston Smith,
has been visiting
clubs and hosting
mini  academies
across the county.”
Foster  disclosed
that as a fol-
low-up to these
programmes, the
board would be
hosting a series
of special clin-
ics for fast bowl-

ers, off-spinners,
leg-spinners, left-
arm orthodox spin-
ners, wicketkeep-
ers, and batsmen.
“The BCB is in dis-
cussion with sev-
eral former and
current players to
assist with their
knowledge, and
Foster stated that
all the response
has been positive.
As part of the pro-
gramme, the Board
would also be pub-
lishing more cop-
ies of its historic
coaching manual
and youth informa-
tion booklet and,
in 2022, would be
producing its own
coaching video for
youths,” the BCB
added.

King played 19 Test
matches and 50
ODIs for the West

Indies between
1990 and 2005. He
took 53 Test wick-
ets at an average of
32.7, while his 76
ODI wickets came
at an average of
23.80.

He currently works
as an Internation-
al Cricket Council
(ICC) Match Ref-
eree and is highly
respected for his
knowledge of the
game.

Devers is wide-
ly known across
the country for his
work as a sports
journalist and is
also an interna-
tional cricket com-
mentator. He rep-
resented Guyana at
the youth level and
also played for Ber-
bice at the senior
inter-county level.
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Usain Bolt of Jamaica reacts as he wins the
Olympic mens 200m final with a new world
record time at the Birds Nest stadium on
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CONSIDERING A CRICKET
CAREER; HINTS ATIPLDEBUT

If there is one person
who thrives to be suc-
cessful in all aspects of
life, it is Usain Bolt. In a
decorative athletic ca-
reer, one for the ages,
Bolt won eight gold
medals at the Olympic
Games. However, sur-
prisingly, athletics was
not his first love. An avid
cricket lover, Bolt now

wishes to play in the IPL
someday.
During an interview

with Hindustan Times,
Bolt opened on getting
back in shape and try his
luck out in the Indian

Premier League.

The legendary sprinter
opened up on his de-
cade-old love for the
game. Growing up, Bolt
was a huge fan of cricket
and football. Having re-
tired from the track and
field back in 2017, Bolt
now aims to get back in
shape, in a hope of pur-
suing cricket profession-
ally.

Addressing the same,
the reporter asked Us-
ain if he'd like to feature
in the forthcoming edi-
tion of the Indian Pre-
mier League, starting

next year. With no kind
of hesitance, Bolt said,
“Definitely. I will get my
training on. I'll get fit
and get ready. The two
main sports in Jamaica
at the time was actually
was football and crick-
et. | was a massive fan
of cricket because my
dad was a fan of it. He
watched it every day,
every chance you get,
you would watch all the
teams play so I grew up
watching cricket.”

Notably, back in the

day, Bolt’s cricket coach
pushed him towards the

track, given his insane
sprinting ability. Being
a fast bowler, his coach
saw potential in him and
suggested he try out ath-
letics instead of cricket.
Having drawn the cur-
tain on an extensively
decorated athletic ca-
reer, an appearance in
the IPL would only fur-
ther build his legacy in
the sporting world. And,
of course, it would be a
treat to watch for crick-
et fans all around the
globe.
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