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We’ll grant that after a couple days making the rounds- with even a splash - it’s no longer the freshest ¢ o ey ~ %
of fresh news. But its import and significance should keep the lamp of national excitement fueled and N —— ﬁ
flaming for a long, long time. The face is obviously of a woman - living, thriving, effusively smiling - \? 'y
not a leftover image of one dispatched to the afterlife by domestic violence. Keisha the stratospheric L =)

L1 . . &
pathfinder is Antigua and Barbuda’s soon-to-be first space traveler: Yes, as in ASTRONAUT! The story 3.2y o
of how this mother got picked for such astounding, pioneering heights and her desire to bring along b
her daughter - an aspiring astro-physicist - is detailed on PAGES 10-11

INSIDE: ¢ Less than 25 active COVID cases; only 3 hospitalized!
* Parham Clinic gets donation from community group
* More kudos for YEEP Learning Center and Director Troy Allen
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Will new variants of

the coronavirus keep
appearing?

Can new variants of the
coronavirus keep emerging?
Yes, as long as the virus that
caused the pandemic keeps
infecting people. But that
doesn't mean new variants
will keep emerging as regu-
larly, or that they’ll be more
dangerous.

With more than half the
world still not vaccinat-
ed, the virus will likely keep
finding people to infect and
replicating inside them for
several months or years to
come. And each time a virus
makes a copy of itself, a small
mutation could occur. Those

changes could help the virus
survive, becoming new vari-
ants.

But that doesn’t mean the
virus will keep evolving in the
same way since it emerged in
late 2019.

When a virus infects a new
species, it needs to adapt
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to the new host to
spread more widely,
says Andrew Read, a
virus expert at Penn-
sylvania State Uni-
versity.

According to the US
Centers for Disease
Control & Preven-
tion (CDC), the Del-
ta variant is twice as
contagious as ear-
lier versions of the
virus. And while it
could still mutate
to become more in-
fectious, it proba-
bly won't double its
transmission rate
again, says Dr. Adam
Lauring, a virus and
infectious disease ex-
pert at the University
of Michigan.

“We've seen a
stage of rapid evo-
lution for the virus.
It's been harvest-
ing the low-hanging
fruit, but there’s not
an infinite number
of things it can do,”
Lauring says.

It's possible that
the virus could be-
come more deadly,
but there isn’t an evo-
lutionary reason for
that to happen. Ex-
tremely sick people
are also less likely to
socialize and spread
the virus to others.
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Experts are watch-
ing to see whether
emerging  variants
could be better at
evading the protec-
tion people develop
from vaccination and
infections. As more
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people get the shots,
the virus would have
to be able to spread
through people who
have some immunity
for it to survive, says
Dr. Joshua Schiffer,
a virus expert at the

EDIB)

¥
MONDAYS 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
EXCLUSIVELY ON POINTE FM 99.1 FM

Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research
Center.

“The virus could

take on a mutation
that makes the im-
mune response less
effective,” he says.

Cont’d on pg 4
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If that happens, sci-
entists may recom-
mend that vaccine
formulas be updated
periodically, just as
annual flu shots are.

If that happens, sci-
entists may recom-
mend that vaccine
formulas be updated
periodically, just as
annual flu shots are.

Meanwhile, UK
Health Secretary Sa-
jid Javid has warned
of the potential threat
of future coronavirus
variants as he urged
people to get vacci-
nated and take up the

offer of a booster jab.

“We need to be
ready for what lies
around the corner.
This means our on-
going  programme
of booster jabs is so
important, and this
winter we’re priori-
tising those most in
need. We've got the
jabs, we just need the
arms to put them in.”
[REPRINTED;  see
our INTERNATION-
AL story South Afri-
can scientists detect
new virus variant
amid spike in this is-
suej

racket!

by Shelton Daniel

All health protocols
imposed in response
to the COVID-19
pandemic are to re-
main in place even
after the 21-month-
old state of emer-
gency (SOE) is lifted
on December 23rd
2021.

This is one of the
decisions  coming
out of Wednesday’s
weekly Cabinet
meeting, as commu-
nicated via the brief-
ing notes circulated
by the Prime Min-
ister’s Chief of Staff,
and the subsequent
live media brief-
ing by the Minister
for Information on
Thursday morning.

Cabinet had an-
nounced last week
that the SOE would
be lifted before De-
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Only curfew ends when
SOE lifted next month;
one suspended in fake
vaccination certificates

cember 27th 2021
(when its current 90-
day cycle was set to
expire) and has now
provided an exact
date.

Many had been
asking whether re-
vocation of the SOE
would - apart from
ending the curfews
— also mean a dis-
pensing of the need
to wear face masks
or continue other
associated measures
such as social dis-
tancing and limita-
tions on the number
of persons permitted
to gather at single lo-
cations. “Cabinet re-
peats that all health
protocols are to re-
main in place even
during the New Year.
All citizens and resi-
dents are to continue
to wear face masks;
they are to continue

to engage in sanitiz-
ing the hands; and
to engage in social
distancing, as far as
is possible. All bars
and clubs and pri-
vate parties over the
Christmas holidays
are to continue to
request vaccine ID
cards for entry ...
“The  State  of
Emergency and Cur-
few will end on 23rd
December 2021.
Nevertheless, the
retention of the es-
tablished COVID-19
protocols shall still
govern. The Cen-
tral Board of Health
(CBH) and Law En-
forcement will mon-
itor behaviours on
the beach and at
the bars and clubs,
should it appear that
the rules are being
disregarded ...
“There shall be no
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COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card
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clustering, no con-
sumption of liquor,
no music and no
picnicking on the
beaches even after
the state of emergen-
cy has been lifted ...
Effective December
15th, all passengers
arriving in Antigua
and Barbuda shall
be fully vaccinated
and shall also have a
negative PCR Test or
a negative Rapid An-
tigen Test no more
than 4 days old.

“The Techni-
cal Working Group
(TWG),” according to
the Hurst notes, “has
... published a list of
category of persons
who are eligible for
booster shots. The
Cabinet will priori-
tize the list of men
and women who are
eligible for a booster
shot.”

COVAXIN, manu-
factured in India, is
now among the list
of vaccines approved
for use in Antigua
and Barbuda.

Concerning the
nurse who allegedly
provided vaccination
certificates to unvac-
cinated persons in
exchange for mon-
ey, the notes stated
that, “The Cabinet
was also informed
that a single medical
personnel has been
suspended while in-
vestigations into the
alleged fraudulent
issuance of the vac-
cine booklet contin-
ues. At least 40 indi-
viduals had received
the booklets and the
Cabinet has insisted
that they proceed to
having themselves
vaccinated.”
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Cabinet heaps more
praise on YEEP and

Allen

by Shelton Daniel

For the second time
in as many weeks, the
Cabinet of Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne
has heaped praises
on the Youth Educa-
tion & Empowerment
Programme (YEEP)
Learning Center and
its Director, the nota-
bly affable Troy Allen.

He was invited be-
fore the Cabinet of
Ministers during its
weekly meeting on
Wednesday, along
with the Permanent
Secretary and four
other officials from
the Ministry of So-
cial Transformation
to which the YEEP
Learning Center is
administratively at-
tached.

According to the
post-Cabinet  brief-
ing notes, “Each had
an opportunity to
speak and to pres-
ent their views of the
programme and its
Director.” The YEEP
programme is almost
entirely the brainchild
of Allen, a trained ed-
ucator and former
schoolteacher  who
also serves as co-host
of Pointe FM'’s early
morning talk show,

Mr. Troy Allen

Starting Pointe.
During Wednesday'’s
Cabinet interaction
with Allen and the oth-
er invitees, YEEP was
described as “a suc-
cessful  programme
that has drawn hun-
dreds of men and
women who deserved
a second chance” to
access high (second-
ary) school educa-
tional opportunities.
YEEP students have
achieved CSEC passes
— including multiple
distinctions — in nu-
merous subject areas.
Several YEEP gradu-
ates have gone on to
enroll at tertiary in-
stitutions such as the
Antigua State College
(ASC), The Universi-
ty of the West Indies
(UWI), the Antigua
and Barbuda Hospi-
tality Training Insti-
tute (ABHTI) and the
Antigua and Barbuda
International Institute
of Technology (ABIIT).
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COVID Dashboard Update
for November 25, 2021

Themostrecentreport
received by the Ministry
of Health, Wellness & the
Environment revealed
two new laboratory con-
firmed COVID-19 cases
in Antigua and Barbuda
as of Wednesday 24th
November 2021 at 6:00
p.m.

One hundred and six-
ty-one (161) samples
were processed.

One recovered case
was recorded, increasing
the total to 4,000.

Consequently, the to-
tal number of persons
with laboratory con-
firmed COVID-19 cases
in Antigua and Barbuda
is 4,141. This is inclusive
of 24 active cases.

There are three (3)
hospitalized cases; two
mild and one severe.

Meanwhile, Antigua
and Barbuda has fully
vaccinated 55,801 indi-
viduals, while 5,470 have
only received their first
dose.

The dashboard has
been updated to reflect
these changes.

COVID-19

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA DASHBOARD

2 COVID-19 statistics as of 24th November at 6pm Seop i |

Vaccination statistics as of 23rd November 2021
Published on: 25th November 2021
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Elite Island Resorts
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ST. JAMES'S CLUB & VILLAS,
THE VERANDAH RESORT &
SPA AND PINEAPPLE BEACH CLUB

ARE CURRENTLY SEEKING INDIVIDUALS TO FILL THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS -

HOUSEKEEPING ATTENDANTS LAUNDRY ATTENDANTS

FOOD & BEVERAGE ATTENDANTS BARTENDERS

KITCHEN STEWARDS SOUS CHEFS

PASTRY COOKS COOKS

PREP. COOKS WEDDING & EVENTS COORDINATOR
FRONT OFFICE MANAGER FRONT OFFICE CLERKS

BELL HOPS / PORTERS SECURITY OFFICERS

GROUNDS /LANDSCAPING ATTENDANTS  WATERSPORTS ATTENDANTS
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR MAINTENANCE OFFICERS
SPA THERAPIST POOL TECHNICIANS
ACCOUNTS CLERKS

All interested applicants are asked to apply via e-mail to jobs@mpfpantigua.com with
copy of their Résumé / C.V. and must be able to work a flexible schedule, including
weekends and public holidays.
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Antiguan mom wins trip to space o

Vi

rgin Galactic flight; hopes to bring

daughter as her guest!

4

YAHOO NEWS - One lucky
mom is in for the experience of a
lifetime.

Keisha Schahaff — a health and
energy coach from Antigua and
Barbuda - is the proud winner
of two seats aboard one of Virgin
Galactic's first commercial flights
to space, thanks to Virgin Galactic
and Sir Richard Branson's Oma-
ze sweepstakes.

Making the experience even
more exciting, Keisha hopes to
be able to bring her daughter —

Sir Richard Branson (left) had the honor of personally telling Keisha Schahalff
of Antigua that she won the spaceflight sweepstalkes.

an astrophysics student — along
for the trip.

“I barely have the words to
capture my excitement,” Keisha
told PEOPLE in a statement.

“I entered the sweepstakes af-
ter  saw an ad when I was taking
my daughter to school. But who
would have thought that I'd actu-
ally win. My daughter is studying
STEM [science, technology, en-
gineering & mathematics] and
wants to work at NASA ... I hope
to share this experience with her

because it would be an incredi-
ble dream come true for both of
us, for our entire family.

“To be the first astronaut right
now from the Caribbean islands
is such an honor,” she added. “I
want to bring the flag of Antigua
and Barbuda to space with me!
Right now I'm trying to live in the
moment, take it all in, and I hope
my daughter and [ — as a future
astronaut! — can be an inspira-
tion for women and girls every-
where.”

Cont’d on pg 11



The sweepstakes
kicked off in July after
Branson, along with five
other team members,
embarked on the com-
pany’s first fully crewed
flight test.

Over eight weeks, the
sweepstakes drew do-
nations from 164,338
people around the
world — and raised a
projected $1.7 million
in grants for Charities
Aid Foundation Amer-
ica, which will grant all
funds to Space for Hu-
manity and its Citizen
Astronaut Program.

The company says
Keisha is the first person
from the Caribbean is-

FRIDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2021

lands to join its “Future
Astronaut community”
of 700 people. As a part
of her experience, Kei-
sha will also receive a
tour of Virgin Galactic’s
spaceport in New Mex-
ico, guided by the Vir-
gin Galactic team and
Branson, the company’s
founder.

Branson had the hon-
or of personally telling
Keisha that she won the
sweepstakes, and the
moment, he says, was a
“moving” one.

“We founded Virgin
Galactic almost two
decades ago out of the
dream that space travel
could be accessible to

#StaySafe

everyone, and it was so
inspiring to hear about
Keisha’s lifelong dream
of going to space and to
see her share this expe-
rience with her daugh-
ter,” he tells PEOPLE.
“It's in moments like
these where 1 couldn't
be happier to see the
mission of Virgin Galac-
tic come to life, and I'm
so thrilled to welcome
such a remarkable per-
son like Keisha into Vir-
gin Galactic’s Future As-
tronaut family,” he adds.
Omaze CEO and
co-founder Matt Pohl-
son — who also sur-
prised Keisha with the
good news alongside

LocaL News [T

Branson and Space For
Humanity executive di-
rector Rachel Lyons —
said they “couldn’t be
more thrilled” for Keis-
ha.

“Omaze exists to
dream the world better.
Not only will a lifelong
stargazer get to experi-
ence space, but this also
helps Space for Human-
ity open up that oppor-
tunity to even more peo-
ple. Because of that, the
partnership with Virgin
Galactic and Space for
Humanity was a dream
come true for Omaze
too,” Pohlson said in a
press release.

f @kfcanu [@ @kfcanu

#KFCANU #50CIALDISTANCING #MADEFRESHEVERYDAY
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Flow promotes digital access and
online learning as part of 2021
‘Mission Week’

Flow Antigua and Bar-
buda continues to pro-
mote one of its core man-
dates of providing greater
online access with the do-

nation of 75 tablets to the
Ministry of Education as
part of its annual Mission
Week activities.

‘ Life | Medical

Dr Courtney Lewis
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The tablets were pre-
sented to the Golden
Grove and Seaview Farm
schools to help foster
easier access to the digi-
tal world and provide the
children of these commu-
nities with an improved
online learning experi-
ence. The Amazon Fire
tablets are equipped with
durable cases to extend
the life of each device for
maximum use by the stu-
dents. They were funded
through the Cable & Wire-
less Charitable Founda-
tion (CWCEF), a non-profit
organization that serves
as C&W Communica-
tions’ corporate social re-
sponsibility arm.

C&W  Communica-
tions, the operator of the
Flow brands in the Carib-
bean, set up the Founda-
tion to support charitable
and community causes in
the company’s markets.

“As the country’s lead-
ing communications and
entertainment provider,
we chose to further en-
hance our Mission Week
activities with this great
initiative”, said the com-
pany’s country manager
Joe Mathieson. “Through
this company-wide proj-
ect, we will make a sig-
nificant difference in the
educational lives of the

students for whom access
to technology and online
facilities are critical to
their educational success.
This is even more so for
those students whose par-
ents may not be able to af-
ford these much-needed
tablets.”

The tablets were hand-
ed over to the Minister of
Education, Hon. Daryl
Matthew, on 22nd No-
vember 2021. The Min-
ister was delighted and
grateful for the timely do-
nation.

“These tablets will be
put to good use by the stu-
dents who, with the help
of the dedicated teachers,
have always risen to the
occasion as high achiev-
ers regardless of their eco-
nomic status. The avail-
ability of online access is
truly a catalyst for positive
change as they mature in
their educational jour-
ney,” said Minister Mat-
thew.

As demand for elec-
tronic devices and con-
nectivity remains high,
Flow remains committed
in its efforts to support
educational initiatives
that seek to provide better
access to the digital space
for students throughout
Antigua and Barbuda.
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Parham Alliance Beautification &
Revitalization Organization (PABRO)
donates to Parham Clinic

The Parham Clinic on
Sunday received a gener-
ous and timely donation
of some much-needed re-
sources from the Parham
Alliance Beautification &
Revitalization Organiza-
tion (PABRO).

The donation is the
most recent in a series
of projects on PABRO’s
agenda.

Other successful proj-
ects conducted by the
group in recent weeks
included a community
clean-up with the help of
government and private
sector contractors, and an
art competition involving
the youth of the commu-
nity.

“It is indeed a privilege
for ... PABRO and its affili-
ates to be able to give back
meaningfully to our com-
munity and to our towns-
folk. It is the charge that
we have pledged to and
we will continue to do all
we can to restore, revital-
ize and improve Parham
Town and St. Peter,” said
Dr. Courtney Lewis, pres-
ident of PABRO.

Present with Dr. Lewis
at the handing-over were
PABRO’s treasurer Rhea
Spencer and trustee Cher-
yl Whyte, while nurses
Kaye Tomlinson and April
King-Francis received the

donation on behalf of the
Parham Clinic, before a
small gathering of local
townsfolk.

The donation comes
just in time for the clin-
ic, which serves a wide
area that includes Par-
ham, Pares, Fitches Creek,
Lightfoot, Glanvilles, Sea-
tons, and Willikies. This
makes caring for these
communities very re-
source-intensive, and
at times certain services
have had to be suspend-
ed.

The donated items in-
clude foetal Dopplers,
paediatric scales, pulse

PABRO presulent Dr. Courtenay Lewis (left)
presents the donated items to Nurse Kaye Tom-
linson of the Parham Clinic during Sunday'’s

handing-over.

oximeters, otoscopes,
sanitizers and more.

“We gratefully accept
this very generous gift and
look forward to putting

them to good use,” said
Nurse Tomlinson as she
received the official han-
dover from Dr. Lewis.
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Barbados’ Republican status is
not a yen for pieces of silver

\

By Sir Ronald Sanders

(The writer is Antigua
and Barbuda’s Ambas-
sadortothe UnitedStates
and the Organization
of American States. He
is also a Senior Fellow
at the Institute of Com-
monwealth Studies at
the University of London
and Massey College in
the Unipversity of Toron-
to. The views expressed
are entirely his own)

Among the most non-
sensical statements
uttered by a British
Parliamentarian and
repeated in the British
newspaper, The Sunday
Times, is that Barbados
will become a Republic
at the dictation of the
Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

The unvarnished
truth is that within
the next decade all of

the independent En-
glish-speaking Caribbe-
an countries will likely
become Republics. On
November 30, Barbados
will become the fourth,
following Guyana, Trin-
idad and Tobago, and
Dominica.

The move to Republi-
can status will probably
also be taken by Austra-
lia and other Common-
wealth countries where
the Queen remains the
symbolic Head of State.
After Barbados becomes
a Republic, the Queen’s
realms, other than Brit-
ain, will be reduced to
14, the majority of them
(eight) being in the Ca-

ribbean. It should be
noted that when Eliz-
abeth II was crowned
Queen of the United
Kingdom of Great Brit-
ain and Northern Ire-
land in June 1953, she
also became Head of
State of 67 other coun-
tries, then either colo-
nies or dominions of
Britain. Over the last 68
years, 52 of those coun-
tries opted to become
Republics. Barbados will
become the 53rd.

None of the coun-
tries that chose to be-
come Republics did
so because of pressure
from China or any other
country. They became
republics because—even
though the Queen’s role
was only symbolic, exer-
cising no real executive
authority — it was sim-
ply not acceptable that a
foreign person, residing
thousands of miles away
with no daily experience
of life in a country, could
credibly be its Head of
State.

Indeed, breaking the
link with the Queen as
Head of State also com-
pleted the process of
national sovereignty
and independence from
Britain as the former co-
lonial power.

There are two rea-
sons why the remain-
ing eight independent
English-speaking  Ca-
ribbean countries have
not already moved to
Republican status. The
first is that, for many of
them, a Constitutional
amendment will be re-
quired. Political parties
in government know
well that this would be-
come a political football
for their political oppo-
nents, with allegations
that governing parties
want a republic so they
can assume greater
powers and control.
Notwithstanding the ex-
amples of Dominica and
Trinidad and Tobago
where Presidents have
little more than symbol-
ic roles, this argument
will have its supporters.

The second reason is
a residual and deserving
respect for Queen Eliza-
beth who, in the almost
seven decades as Head
of State, has been an ex-
ample of rectitude, par-
ticularly on matters of
race. Her stance against
apartheid in South Afri-
ca and the end to white
rule in Southern Rhode-
sia (now Zimbabwe) are
enduring qualities of her
reign.

Cont’d on pg 15



But the high regard
for the Queen will not
transfer to her succes-
sor. Prince Charles has
already been selected to
succeed the Queen asthe
Head of the Common-
wealth of Nations that
includes the countries
of the English-Speaking
Caribbean. This transi-
tion will be regarded as
important and satisfac-
tory.

The notion that Bar-
bados is becoming a
Republic because the
Queen’s symbolic head-
ship of the country
stands in the way of Chi-
nese ambition, is noth-
ing but utter foolishness.
It started in September
this year when the Chair
of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the Brit-
ish House of Commons,
Tom Tugendhat, said:
“China has been using
infrastructure  invest-
ment and debt diploma-
cy as a means of control
for a while and it's com-
ing closer to home for
us. British partners have
long faced challenges
from rivals seeking to
undermine our alliance.
Today we'e seeing it in
the Caribbean. Some is-
lands seem to be close
to swapping a symbolic
Queen in Windsor for a
real and demanding em-
peror in Beijing”.

We should note that
Mr. Tugendhat has long
adopted an anti-China
position that has noth-
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ing to do with Barbados.
His remark about Bar-
bados “swapping” the
Queen for “a demand-
ing” Chinese Emperor
is less about Barbados
and more about his tak-
ing every opportunity
to criticize what he calls
“the rise of China”.

As I remarked in a
commentary, when Mr.
Tugendhat first tried to
align Barbados’ decision
to become a Republic
with China’s influence —
given the fact that he is
the Chair of the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the
British Parliament — he
should have been better
informed. But clearly, he
was more interested in
accusing China of seek-
ing world control than
he was with the truth of
the Barbados decision.

On November 20, the
Sunday Times carried
a story, written by jour-
nalist Matthew Camp-
bell, which had the ap-
pearance of carrying the
views of many persons
in Barbados but which
was more selective in its
reporting. The story was
evidently meant to jus-
tify its headline: “Awash
with cash from Beijing,
the island is ditching
the Queen. Some fear it
is simply swapping one
colonial master for an-
other.”

Again, the truth — that
will not acknowledge its
name - is that the per-
sons who peddle the

fears of “the Chinese will
end up in control” are
the same people who
would have preferred
that Barbados remain
‘little England’ which be-
stowed upon them per-
ceived rights that they
feel they have lost.

Mr. Tugendhat’s as-
sertion — supported by
like-minded persons in
Barbados and elsewhere
— of the threat of Chi-
nese dominance, fails
to understand the met-
tle of Caribbean lead-
ership, and especially
of the fierce nationalist
and regionalist disposi-
tion of Mia Mottley. His
judgment, and theirs,
are rooted in the conde-
scending colonial mind-
set that our people can-
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not think for themselves.

Caribbean countries
need economic assis-
tance because of their
vulnerability and the leg-
acies of colonialism that
underlay their structures
of economic weakness.
Their leaders and their
people want to advance
their countries’ social
and economic develop-
ment. To achieve this,
they engage in econom-
ic and financial coopera-
tion with all in a fair and
just way. But they will
not surrender hard won
sovereignty because of a
yen for pieces of silver.

Responses and pre-
vious commentaries:
wwuw.sirronaldsanders.
com
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Chma and Dominica sign

lateral relations between
Dominica and China
have produced another
historical momentasthe
Government of Domini-
ca signed an agreement
on Mutual Visa Exemp-
tion between the Com-
monwealth of Dominica
and the Government of
the People‘s Republic of
China (PRQ).

The waiver was signed
on Monday 22 Novem-
ber 2021 by Prime Minis-
ter Roosevelt Skerrit and
the new Ambassador of
the People’s Republic of

China to the Common- ESES .
Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit and the new Ambassador of the People’s Republic of

wealth of Dominica, His
Excellency Lin Xianji-
ang.

Prime Minister Skerrit
stated that this is indeed
a great and important
milestone in the bilat-
eral relations between
Dominica and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.
He expressed his grat-
itude on behalf of the
Government and peo-
ple of Dominica for this
significant agreement.

“The signing of this
visa-free agreement be-
tween our two coun-
tries will now enhance
the relationship and
will allow our people to
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visa waiver agreement

DominicaGIS-Thebi- |

China to the Commonwealth of Dominica, His Excellency Lin Xianjiang.

move into each other’s
[countries] without the
requirement of a visa.
This clearly is a special
dispensation and spe-
cial consideration which
China is granting, espe-
cially in this pandemic
period. These are not
agreements that they
will normally enter and
SO we are even more
grateful for the signing
of this agreement,” PM
Skerrit stated.

He went on to add
that, “We strongly recog-
nize the One China Poli-
cy which is international

law, and we all have to
conform to internation-
al law and international
treaties,” pledging Dom-
inica’ssupport to the
reunification of China.
His Excellency Lin
Xianjiang explained that
the agreement was be-
ing signed with the hope
of increasing travel from
country to country.
“Usually in a pandem-
ic, China doesnt give
such privileges with the
visa free agreement. But
we make this special
arrangement for Dom-
inica because we see

Dominica as a very im-
portant friend to us and
we want to push our bi-
lateral relations to a new
height, and facilitate
international travel be-
tween the two peoples.
It's a pleasure for me to
sign this agreement to-
day and I wish that with
this agreement coming
into effect, the bilateral
relations can be height-
ened further, the peo-
ple-to-people exchange
can be made closer, and
we can bring our friend-
ship toanew level,” H.E.
Lin Xianjiang noted.



Loop Caribbean - The
Guyana Trades Union
Congress (GTUC) has
called on the government
to commit to paying the
entire GYD$10 billion ap-
proved by the National As-
sembly earlier this year for
a salary increase to public
servants.

Last Thursday, the Ir-
faan Ali
announced a 7% salary in-
crease for public servants,
retroactive to January 1
this year.

“I am pleased to an-
nounce now, that your
government will be paying
an across-the-board in-
crease of 7% to public ser-
vants, teachers, members
of the disciplined services,
constitutional office hold-
ers, as well as government
pensioners,” Senior Min-

administration
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£$5000 .
A FIVE THOUSAND =
. DOLLARS
o
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ister in the Office of the
President with responsi-
bility for finance, Dr. Ashni
Singh said.

He said work will start
immediately to ensure the
money is processed and
paid to eligible employees
together with their De-
cember salary and in time
for the festive Christmas
season.

But in a letter to Presi-
dent Ali, the GTUC noted
that although GY$10 bil-
lion had been budgeted
and passed for the 2021 in-
creases, the recent 7% sal-
ary increase only amounts
to GYD$4.2 billion, leaving
the remaining GYD$5.8
billion unaccounted.

“The 7%  proposal
amounts to about $4.2 bil-
lion (gross) costto the Trea-
sury. This amount is taxed,

publi_c servants

AN K O GUYANSE

RecioNaL News [

Guyanese unions reject
proposed salary increase for

so the Treasury claws back
some of this money. In the
circumstances, and based
[on] consultations within
our unions, we now ur-
gently request a meeting
with you to discuss the
way forward,” GTUC pres-
ident Lincoln Lewis wrote
in the November 23 letter.

“Itis not unreasonable to
demand that the monies
approved by the Nation-
al Assembly be paid for
the purpose so directed,
which would be slightly
above 14 percent,” Lewis
added.

In the letter, Lew-
is told President Ali that
the GTUC had held dis-
cussions with the main
unions representing pub-
lic servants, the Guyana
Teachers’s Union (GTU)
and the Guyana Public

Service Union (GPSU) on
the recently announced
salary increase, and that
they had also rejected the
pay hike.

“The principal unions
reject the decision of the
Government. They do this
in light of the rampant in-
flation affecting workers
and the sharp increase
in the cost of living,” said
Lewis, adding that with
Guyana now an oil-pro-
ducing country, the gov-
ernment could not rea-
sonably argue that it does
not have sufficient money
to pay increased wages
and salaries.

“You are also aware that
Guyana is now an oil econ-
omy and the traditional
economy is no longer an
argument, and the low
wage structure must now
be a thing of the past,” he
said. The GTUC has also
asked Ali to facilitate a
return to collective bar-
gaining as required by the
International Labour Or-
ganisation (ILO) conven-
tions.

The Guyana govern-
ment has refused to nego-
tiate salary increases with
unions that are represent-
ing public sector workers.
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Haiti: PM Henry swears-in new

Cabinet amid ongoi

4

ng unrest

Haitian Prime Minister Dr. Ariel Henry remotely addressing the 76th session of the United Nations General
Assembly in a pre-recorded message on Saturday Sept. 25th 2021.

St. Kitts Observer -
Haitian Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Henry swore
in a new Cabinet on
Wednesday amid on-
going disorder in the
country, with gangs
wreaking havoc through
abductions and fuel
blockages.

As the Miami Herald
reported, Henry said at
the initiation ceremony
that apart from restor-
ing security in Haiti and
reinstating the govern-
ment’s authority, the

new Cabinet members
will also have to help
with adopting a new
constitution and elect-
ing a new president,
parliament and local
mayors.

“It is an ambitious
and difficult challenge,
given the climate of in-
security that some have
chosen to reign in vari-
ous corners of the ter-
ritory,” Henry said, ac-
cording to the Herald.

“Our country is ex-

periencing a difficult
situation. By saying this
I don’t want to panic
anyone. Butitis up to us
to understand the com-
plexity of the situation
if we want to make the
right decisions togeth-
er,” he added.

Henry became the
new prime minister af-
ter former Acting Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Claude Joseph
agreed to step down in
July. Henry had been
tapped to be prime

minister by President
Jovenel Moise shortly
before he was assassi-
nated in his home earli-
er that month.

As the Haitian gov-
ernment takes steps to
restore order, it must
contend with gangs
that have abducted US
missionaries and at-
tacked neighborhoods.
On Sunday, two of 17
hostages who were kid-
napped last month were
released.
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St. Vincent PM on vaccination:
‘Let us don't continue this fight nah’

Prime Minister of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves.

Loop Caribbean - Prime Min-
ister of St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Dr. Ralph Gonsalves had
made a final plea for those catego-
ries of workers who are required to
get vaccinated against COVID-19
to do so, as he does not want to
see anybody without a job.

Speaking during his Face-to-
Face programme on Wednesday,
Gonsalves said since the No-
vember 19 vaccine deadline (for
a scheduled list of Central gov-
ernment employees and some in
State entities to take the vaccine
as a standard or qualification to
work), the COVID vaccination re-
quirement is going well.

However, he is aware there
are some persons yet to decide

whether they are going to take the
vaccine during this 10-day grace
period. The prime minister says
he does not want any to lose their
employment by abandoning their
jobs.

“Let us don’t continue this fight
nah. Let’s work together. Take the
vaccine and move on,” said Gon-
salves.

He said since the vaccine re-
quirement went into effect, a
number of persons who returned
to work unvaccinated ... were told
they could not stay on the com-
pound and, as far as he was in-
formed, they accepted that and
left.

Turning to the leaders of the
trade unions, the prime minister

made a plea for everyone to work
together with the issues at hand,
as the situation is about saving
lives and livelihoods.

Gonsalves also appealed to
leaders of the Christian commu-
nity to consider little St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, and protect
its health.

Some churches have expressed
concern over mandatory vaccina-
tion.

The prime minister said: “We
continue to need good, sound
guidance; but it has to be based
on reasonableness and clearly
and properly understood theolog-
ical principles.”
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Germany is giving nearly two
million workers a 5

UBS economist Felix Huefner

CNN Business - Almost 2 mil-
lion workers in Europe’s biggest
economy are set for a big pay rise.

Three German political parties
agreed to form a new government
on Wednesday, with left-lean-
ing Social Democrat Olaf Scholz
set to succeed Angela Merkel as
chancellor following lengthy co-
alition negotiations.

As part of the coalition agree-
ment, the country plans to raise
its minimum wage to¥12 ($13.46)
an hour from the current rate of
¥9.60 ($10.77) an hour.

The move could boost the in-
come of nearly 2 million people

in Germany who earn minimum
wage salaries, or about 5% of
workers, according to Carsten
Brzeski, an economist at ING. He
said the move was “clearly signif-
icant”.

The minimum wage was al-
ready set to rise to ¥10.45 ($11.72)
in July 2022. The text of the coali-
tion deal did not state when the
bigger one-off increase will take
effect.

UBS economist Felix Huef-
ner said the move should “boost
overall wage growth” across the
German economy, while warning
it could “contribute to broader

% pay rise

wage pressures’.

Germany’s hawkish central
bank took the unusual step of
publicly criticizing the measure
this week, calling it “worrying”. It
said it would have a knock-on ef-
fect on wages for higher earners.

Economists and policymak-
ers around the world have been
closely watching rising wages as
a key component of inflation. In
Germany, inflation in October
stood at 4.5%, the highest mea-
sure in almost three decades, as
energy prices shot up and the
cost of food climbed.

Germany first introduced a na-
tional minimum wage of K8.50
($9.54) in 2015.

Support for minimum wages
in Europe has grown as the power
of labor unions has declined. The
European Commission says there
was a drop in the proportion of
EU workers covered by collective
bargaining agreements between
2000 and 2015, with particularly
strong declines seen in central
and eastern Europe.

A new draft EU law announced
earlier this month looks to bol-
ster minimum wages across the
bloc with new requirements.

“During the previous crisis,
lowering minimum wages and
dismantling sectoral collective
bargaining was the harsh medi-
cine prescribed to many member
states,” EU Parliament member
Agnes Jongerius, who sponsored
the measure, said in a statement.

“Now, we are fighting to in-
crease statutory minimum wages
and to strengthen collective bar-
gaining in Europe.”

Germany’s minimum wage is
already among the highest in the
European Union.
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South African scientists detect
new virus variant amid spike

(AP) — A new coro-
navirus variant has been
detected in South Afri-
ca that scientists say is
a concern because of its
high number of muta-
tions and rapid spread
among young people in
Gauteng, the country’s
most populous prov-
ince, Health Minister
Joe Phaahla announced
Thursday.

The coronavirus
evolves as it spreads and
many new variants, in-
cluding those with wor-
rying mutations, often
just die out. Scientists
monitor for possible
changes that could be
more transmissible or
deadly, but sorting out
whether new variants
will have a public health
impact can take time.

South Africa has seen
a dramatic rise in new
infections, Phaahla said
at an online press brief-
ing.

“Over the last four or
five days, there has been
more of an exponential
rise,” he said, adding that
the new variant appears
to be driving the spike in
cases. Scientists in South
Africa are working to de-
termine what percentage
of the new cases have
been caused by the new
variant.

Currently identified as
B.1.1.529, the new vari-
ant has also been found
in Botswana and Hong
Kong in travelers from
South Africa, he said.

The World Health Or-
ganization’s  technical
working group is to meet
Friday to assess the new
variant and may decide
whether or not to give it
a name from the Greek
alphabet.

The British govern-
ment announced that
it was banning flights
from South Africa and
five other southern Af-
rican countries effective
at noon (1200GMT) on
Friday, and that anyone
who had recently arrived
from those countries
would be asked to take a
coronavirus test.

UK Health Secretary
Sajid Javid said there
were concerns the new
variant “may be more
transmissible” than the
dominant delta strain,
and “the vaccines that
we currently have may
be less effective” against
it.

The new variant has
a “constellation” of new
mutations, said Tulio de
Oliveira from the Net-
work for Genomic Sur-
veillance in South Afri-
ca, who has tracked the
spread of the delta vari-
ant in the country.

The “very high num-
ber of mutations is a
concern for predicted
immune evasion and
transmissibility”, said de
Oliveira.

“This new variant has
many, many more mu-
tations,” including more
than 30 to the spike pro-

tein that affects trans-

missibility, he said. “We
can see that the variant
is potentially spreading
very fast. We do expect
to start seeing pressure
in the healthcare system
in the next few days and
weeks.”

De Oliveira said a team
of scientists from seven
South African universi-
ties is studying the vari-

ant. They have 100 whole
genomes of it and expect
to have many more in the
next few days, he said.

“We are concerned by
the jump in evolution
[of] this variant,” he said.
The one piece of good
news is that it can be de-
tected by a PCR test, he
said.
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Sweden’s first female
PM resigns hours after

BBC - Sweden’s first
ever female prime min-
ister has resigned just
hours after she was ap-
pointed.

Magdalena Andersson
was announced as lead-
er on Wednesday but re-
signed after her coalition
partner quit the govern-
ment and her budget
failed to pass.

Instead, parliament
voted for a budget
drawn-up by the oppo-
sition which includes the
anti-immigrant far right.

“I have told the speak-
er that I wish to resign,”
Ms. Andersson told re-
porters.

Her coalition partner,
the Greens Party said it
could not accept a bud-
get “drafted for the first
time with the far-right”.

Ms. Andersson said
she hoped to try to be-
come prime minister
again as a single party
government leader.

“There is a constitu-
tional practice that a
coalition  government
should resign when one
party quits,” the So-
cial Democrat said on
Wednesday. “I don’'t want
to lead a government
whose legitimacy will be
questioned.

The Speaker of parlia-

ment said he would con-
tact party leaders on the
next move.

Ms. Andersson was
elected as prime minis-
ter earlier on Wednesday
because under Swedish
law she only needed a
majority of MPs not to
vote against her.

A hundred years af-
ter Swedish women
were given the vote, the
54-year-old Social Dem-
ocrat leader was given a
standing ovation by sec-
tions of the parliament,
or Riksdag.

Her election at the
head of a minority gov-
ernment followed an
11th-hour deal with the
opposition Left party in
exchange for higher pen-
sions for many Swedes.
She also secured the sup-
port of coalition partner
the Greens.

Of the 349 members
of the Riksdag, 174 voted
against her. But on top of
the 117 MPs who backed
Ms. Andersson, a further
57 abstained, giving her
victory by a single vote.

A former junior swim-
ming champion from the
university city of Uppsa-
la, she began her political
career in 1996 as political
adviser to then-Prime
Minister Goran Persson.

She has spent the past
seven years as finance
minister.

Before MPs backed
Magdalena Andersson,
Sweden was the only
Nordic state never to
have a woman as PM.

Becoming the first
woman prime minis-
ter in Swedish history
should have been cause
for a night of celebra-
tion for Magdalena An-
dersson, yet the sun
had barely set when she
handed in her notice.

The complexities of
Swedish politics meanwe
can't assume we've seen
the last of her, though.
If there’s another prime
ministerial vote, Ms An-
dersson will probably

appointment

get voted in again. This is
because the Green party
has promised to support
her despite quitting as
a formal coalition part-
ner. But she'd end up in
a vulnerable position at
the helm of a fragile mi-
nority government and
would still have to stick
to the right-wing budget
already voted on by par-
liament.

What all this political
chaos has underlined is
just how divided Swed-
ish politics is right now.
We'll have to wait and
see whether voters break
the deadlock with a sig-
nificant shift to the right
or the left in next year’s
elections.
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dge provides

military support to

Ethiopia gov’t

Al Jazeera - Satellite
imagery obtained by Al
Jazeera has revealed that
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has opened an air
bridge to provide exten-
sive military support to
the Ethiopian govern-
ment in its fight against
forces from the northern
Tigray region.

The investigation
found that between Sep-
tember and November,
there were more than 90
flights between the UAE
and Ethiopia, with many
intentionally concealing
from where they took off
and where they landed.

The UAE has carried
out the extensive oper-
ation with the support
of two private shipping
companies: a Spanish
firm which organised 54
military-support flights
between the UAE and
Ethiopia in less than a
month, and a Ukrainian
one which organised 39
military cargo flights in
two months.

Flight charts and sat-
ellite images show air-
craft recently arriving
from Sweihan Base in
Abu Dhabi, UAE to Harar
Meda base just south of
Ethiopia’s capital Addis
Ababa.

The images show a
Chinese-made Wing
Loong drone, the first
ever documented in
Ethiopian military bases.
They also show the off-

loading of military cargo
from Ilyushin cargo air-
craft.

The imagery also re-
veals that the Samara and
Axum bases were inop-
erative following clashes
with the Tigrayan forces
who said this week that
they were some 200km
from Addis Ababa.

Much of northern
Ethiopia is under a com-
munications  blackout
and access for journal-
ists is severely restrict-
ed, making battlefield
claims difficult to verify.

Ethiopian state me-
dia said on Wednesday
that Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed had gone to the
front lines to lead the
Ethiopian army against
the Tigrayan forces.

After months of ten-
sion, Abiy in Novem-
ber 2020 sent troops to
Tigray to remove the re-
gion’s governing party,
the Tigray People’s Lib-
eration Front (TPLF).
The TPLF dominated
the federal government
for nearly three decades
until Abiy took office in
2018.

The prime minister, a
2019 Nobel Peace Prize
laureate, promised a swift
victory. His troops seized
Tigray’s capital Mekelle
in late November, but by
June the Tigrayan forces
had retaken most of the
region and pushed into
the neighbouring Amha-

ra and Afar regions.

In recent weeks, the
Ethiopian government
has intensified a mass
army recruitment drive
amid hopes that a re-
ported shopping-spree
acquisition of an arse-
nal of drones and other
weapons would give it an
edge.

Ethiopia’s government
signed a military coop-
eration agreement with
Turkey in August, amid
reports it wanted to de-
ploy drones in the war.

“There have already
been a number of claims
of the Chinese arming

the Ethiopians with Wing
Loong drones, and the
Turks have also been
providing drones for
the Ethiopians,” Martin
Plaut, senior research
fellow at the Institute of
Commonwealth Studies
at the University of Lon-
don, told Al Jazeera.

“I think they [the UAE]
are, in a sense, a staging
post for these weapons
supplies. Some of them
come directly, some of
them go through the
UAE; but the UAE is
clearly underwriting
what is happening.”



VACANCIES Registered at OSEC

(Effective November 18, 2021)

ASSISTANT BAR MANAGER

Minimum 2 years’ experience in a similar position within a hotel environment

Tertiary qualification in Hotel or Bar Management or its equivalent from a recognized university
Must be HAACP Certified | Must have current food & beverage handling licenses/permits
Complete working knowledge of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages

Must have a passion for teamwork and very strong leadership skills

ASSISTANT FOOD & BEVERAGE MANAGER
Minimum 4 years’ experience as a Food & Beverage Manager at a five star hotel
Diploma/Degree in Hotel Management required | Second language would be an asset

Must have a genuine passion for food and able to work within a busy environment & thrive under
pressure | Must be a team-player | Must be service-oriented

Effective communication skills | Leadership/People Management skills

AUTO MECHANICS INSTRUCTOR

Minimum 3-5 years’ experience working in the Auto Mechanic industry

5 CXC Passes (including English & Mathematics) or Tertiary Level Completion
Knowledge of career and technology skills and competencies in Auto Mechanics

Experience in teaching in a classroom setting with diverse students is a plus

AUDIOVISUAL TECH/ IT SUPPORT

Associate degree in instructional media and technology or related field in addition to a minimum
of two years’ professional audio-visual experience | InfoComm CTS certification highly desirable

Advanced knowledge of circuitry, electricity, electronics, and the ability to read and follow sche-
mata and technical manuals | Experienced with video recording, editing and production

Strong working knowledge of AV switching control systems (e.g. Extron, Crestron)
Superior interpersonal skills with demonstrated ability to work well with people.
Excellent communication skills | Must be available to work evening and weekend hours

Must be able to lift and carry 50 pounds on a regular basis



BABYSITTER/NANNY
Minimum 1 year experience in a similar role | Must be FULLY VACCINATED
Early Childhood Certification required | Must have experience working with babies

High School Diploma | Must have a valid Driver's license

BAKER/PASTRY MAKER
Minimum 4 years’ experience in a similar role | High School Completion

Artistic and creative in decorating cakes and other confections including chocolate and sugar art
decorations | Excellent knowledge in the use of patisserie and their various possible combinations

BARBER

Minimum 2 years’ experience

BEACH & SPORTS SUPERVISOR

Minimum 1 year experience in a supervisory role and two years’ experience in similar Beach &
Sports role | Minimum High School Diploma or equivalent | Must be able to lift at least 40 pounds

Must be able to Windsurf, Sail (e.g. Sunfish, Hobby Cat), Kayak, Water-ski, Snorkel and provide
instruction/lesson in the same | First Aid, Boat Masters & Valid Driver’s License required

Must be able to speak, read and write English | Fluency in other languages preferred

CHEF
Minimum 2-3 years’ experience in a similar role | MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED

CLUB SANDALS SUPERVISOR

Minimum two (2) years’ supervisory experience | Associates Degree/Diploma in Hotel/Business
Management | Certification from a recognized vocational/technical institution in relevant field

CcOOK (RESTAURANT)

Minimum 1 year experience | Must be trustworthy & reliable

DECKHAND/SNORKEL GUIDE
Basic Boating experience required; Must not be prone to motion sickness | High School Completion

Must be a competent swimmer |Boatmaster 3 license desirable but not required



DENTAL ASSISTANT/HYGENIST

5+ years experience as a Dental Assistant/Hygienist | Good Understanding

of Dental/Medical software

Ability to assist in making clinical diagnosis | Perseverance, Motivation, Confidence
Flexibility, Communication, Teamwork | Problem Solving, Leadership, Organization

General computer skills including Microsoft Suite & Google Docs

DOMESTIC CLEANER

Minimum 2 years’ experience as a Domestic Cleaner

FARM HELPER

Minimum 1 year experience working on a Farm

FINANCE ASSISTANT

Minimum 1-2 years in a similar role | Minimum Associate’s Degree in Accounting

Experience in accounts payable, accounts receivable, bank reconciliations

Positive attitude and wiliness to grow and learn | Organized and can work with tight deadlines
Ability to be extremely flexible, efficient and punctual | Analytical & critical thinker

Strong verbal and written skills | Must be able to work independently as well as part of a team

Proficient in Microsoft Office applications (Excel is a must)

FINANCIAL RISK OPERATIONS ANALYST

Minimum 2 years’ experience | Flexible schedule is a must

High School & College Completion necessary | Excellent management of customer service skills
Knowledge of financial-management principles, policies, and procedures is an asset

Must be self-motivated, innovative, with strong interpersonal skills, and possess the ability to work
effectively with limited supervision

Ability to work autonomously or in a team environment | Strong proven verbal and written skills
Exceptional attention to detail to ensure high level of accuracy on all activities

Technologically self-sufficient on MS Office applications, specifically Excel, with the ability to learn
new software, as required

Customer Service, Analytical, computer skills, attention to details, strong interpersonal skills



FINANCIAL RISK OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR
Minimum 3 years’ experience in financial and risk data analysis
High School & College Completion necessary

3+ years’ people, process, and operational management experience

Familiar with online financial risk, trends, analysis, and third-party verification and management
solutions | Understanding of current internet technologies, regulation trends, policies and legal rul-
ings | Strong written and verbal communication skills

Understanding of governance and compliance activities, processes, and standards

Proven track record in communicating and influencing senior leadership

Draws on experience and knowledge to assess and analyze facts and available information to
come to quick and appropriate decisions | Advanced MS Office working knowledge

FOOD & DRINKS MANAGER
Minimum 5 years’ experience in a similar role

Must be certified in Food & Beverage | Must be able to multi-task

FOOD & SERVER ATTENDANT
Minimum 3-5 years’ experience | High level of Professionalism & Confidentiality required

Must have a friendly personality with excellent customer service skills

FRONT OF HOUSE ASSISTANT (SERVER/BARTENDER)
Minimum 1-2 years’ experience in a similar role | MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED

GYM TRAINERS (PART-TIME)

Minimum 2 years’ experience as a Personal Trainer

HAIRDRESSER

Minimum 2 years’ experience

HANDYMAN
Minimum 2 years’ experience in the construction field | Secondary School Completion

Knowledge of different areas in the construction field | Must be able to work independently

HEAD CHEF (RESTAURANT)

Minimum 5 years’ experience in a similar role



KITCHEN ASSISTANT (FAST FOOD RESTAURANT)
Minimum 1-2 years’ experience in a similar role | MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED

LABOURER
Minimum 3 years’ experience in a similar role | Secondary School

Completion |Must be physically fit

LABOURER/GROUNDS ATTENDANT
Minimum 5 years’ experience in a similar role
Must have knowledge propagating and maintaining plants

Must be a team player & must have a Driver's license | MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED

LABOURER TO THE CARPENTER
Minimum 7-10 years’ experience in working with a Carpenter

Knowledge in the field of Woodwork required | Must be physically fit & have personal transporta-
tion

Must be honest, skilled and fluent in the English Language

LINE CHEF (FINE DINING RESTAURANT)
Minimum 3 years’ experience in a similar role | Food Handlers Certificate required
Certificate from a Reputable Culinary School OR 5 yeadrs in Reputable restaurant

Must be punctual, motivated, passionate & disciplined | Able to work unsupervised

MANICURIST
Commission-based
3+ years proven work experience in manicures, pedicures, Gel application and nail art

Excellent customer service and communication skills

MARINE TECHNICIAN

Minimum 12 years’ experience | Boatmaster 1 Qualification required
High school Diploma | Strong communications skills required;

Must be able to drive and operate Boats | At least a little navigational knowledge
Practice experience with tools and equipment used in marine maintenance

Ability to read and underage technical manuals | Good verbal and written communication skills



MARKETING MANAGER (HOTEL)
Minimum 5 year experience in a similar role | Minimum High School Diploma or equivalent

Must be able to perform job functions with attention to detail, speed and accuracy; Must be
creative and a clear-thinker | Must reflect a positive attitude at all times

Relevant Qualifications required | Must have a valid Driver's License
Proficiency with Microsoft Office Suite & Adobe Suite (Photoshop, lllustrator,

Premiere, After Effects etc.) | Web design preferable

MASONRY INSTRUCTOR

Minimum 3-5 years Mason experience | Experience teaching in classroom
setting with diverse students a plus | Technical Diploma and/or Certification in
Construction trade

5 CXC Passes (including English & Mathematics) or Tertiary Level Completion

MECHATRONIC TECHNICIAN

Experience in Blow Molding and Distillery applications | Hi and low-pressure compressor process
Ability to troubleshoot electromechanical system | Boiler overhauls and maintenance
Knowledge of Fiber Optic communications & VFD programming | Process Operations

Plc experience | Experience dealing with Pumps and motors repairs

MULTILINGUAL BARTENDER
Minimum 3 years’ experience | Fluency in English & Additional Language required

MULTILINGUAL CLERK

Minimum 3 years’ experience | Fluency in English & Additional Language required

NIGHT DUTY MANAGER

Bachelor's Degree in Hospitality Management, Business Management or any related field
Experience in a Night Manager role within the hospitality industry

Good communication and written Skills | Excellent leadership skills & Customer service skills
Ability to work independently as well as part of a team

Proven experience with front office management systems



ONCOLOGY NURSE
Degree in Nursing required | Oncology Nursing Certification preferred
Experience in Oncology Nursing & Chemotherapy IV Infusion

Must be knowledgeable and competent in care and access of central lines and in-dwelling cath-
eter

Ability to work independently and as a member of a multidisciplinary team

Well-developed communication and interpersonal skills
OPERATIONAL CONTROL ANALYST (FINANCE)

Minimum 2 years’ experience in a similar role

Phenomenal verbal/written communication skills and grammar required

Excellent computer skills (Windowa Excel, Outlook, etc.)

Ability to learn new tasks, procedures and software quickly

Strong analytical abilities and effective follow-through | Exceptional attention to detail

Excellent ability to prioritize and complete a high volume of tasks quickly and professionally with
minimal guidance | Ability to meet deadlines, maintaining a sense of urgency

Exceptional organization and multi-tasking skills | Ability to work extended and flexible hours if
required | High degree of initiative and commitment along with a strong work ethic

PLUMBING INSTRUCTOR
Minimum 3-5 years’ experience working in the Plumbing industry
5 CXC Passes (including English & Mathematics) or Tertiary Level Completion

Technical Diploma and/or Certification in Construction trade

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER
Minimum 2 years’ experience | High School Completion | MUST be Early Childhood Certified

ROOM ATTENDANT (PART-TIME)

Minimum 1-2 years’ experience | High School Completion | MUST be fully vaccinated

ROOM ATTENDANT (HOTEL)
Minimum 3-5 years’ experience
Must have a friendly personality with excellent customer service skills

High level of Professionalism & Confidentiality required



SECURITY OFFICER

Minimum 1-2 years’ experience | Must be able to lift at least 60 Ibs. | MUST be fully vaccinated

SKILLED CARPENTER

Minimum 10 years’ experience as a Carpenter | Secondary/Vocational School Completion

SPA THERAPIST
Minimum 3 years proven work experience as a Spa Therapist
Must be certified as a Massage Therapist

Hands on experience in massage technigues, manicures, pedicures, waxing and face/body ther-
apies

Excellent customer service skills | Positive attitude

Computer literate with Microsoft Office experience | Great oral and written communication skills

WAREHOUSE MANAGER

A degree in Management, Inventory and/or Supply-chain management or related discipline

3+ years’ experience in warehousing/fleet management | Good organizational skills

Computer literate | Knowledgeable of inventory and supply management policies and procedures

Knowledgeable of dynamics inventory system | Good oral & written communication skills

DEADLINE FOR ALL APPLICATIONS is Friday 26th November, 2021

PLEASE NOTE THAT IN ORDER TO REGISTER YOU MUST BRING WITH YOU THE FOLLOWING:
VALID PASSPORT
SOCIAL SECURITY & MEDICAL BENEFITS CARDS
RESUME
CERTIFICATES/DIPLOMAS
OSEC IS LOCATED ON REDCLIFFE STREET

For more information please call 562-8533/34
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Classified

Help needed. Rugs and Riley Ready Mix
Company is looking for a Care Taker/
Security tolive in. Interested persons,

please call 725-5630
for further details.”

a0

The Covid-19 Vaccine

30th November 2021 - 7PM

EACH VACCINATED, ALL PROTECTED, #GETTHE #GETTHE

TELL US WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN YOUR
COMMUNITY.

Submit community notices to
news@pointville.ag
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First and Second dose of AstraZeneca, Pfizer,
Sinopharm vaccines and single dose J&] vaccine.
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Sir Curtly to visit Berbice
for fast bowling clinic

Berbice Crick-

The
et Board (BCB) has an-

nounced that former
West Indies fast bowl-
er Sir Curtly Ambrose will
be in the county for a
four-day working visit in
2022.

The legendary cricket-
er’s visit is being facili-
tated by overseas-based
Guyanese Dr. Frank Den-
bow who has provided
sponsorship to the tune
of G$1.3 million to make
a two-day fast bowling
clinic a reality.

Dr. Denbow had con-
tacted BCB president
Hilbert Foster, to state
that he was impressed
by West Indies Under-19

fast bowler Isai Thorne
and recommended that
efforts be made to have
Sir Curtly conduct a fast
bowling clinic in the
county.

Thorne, a Berbician, is
currently part of the West
Indies Under-19 squad
training in preparation
for the ICC Under-19
World Cup to be hosted
in the Caribbean in early
2022.

Sir Curtly had spoken
publicly about Thorne’s
ability, stating that he
was impressed with the
youngster, who was the
West Indies Under-19
leading wicket-taker on
the tour of England earli-

er this year.

Sir Curtly, who picked
up 405 wickets in 98 Tests
and 225 scalps in 176
ODlIs, was the West Indies
bowling coach on that
tour.

The BCB said Sir Curt-
ly would be available to
conduct the clinic after
the Under-19 World Cup
and the senior England
men’s tour of the Carib-
bean in 2022.

While here — presum-
ably in late March or ear-
ly April — the Antiguan
would spearhead a two-
day clinic, facilitate a
question and answer ses-
sion with youth players,
and visit Upper Coren-

tyne, the BCB said.

The BCB added: “Dr.
Denbow’s  sponsorship
will cover stipend, lo-
cal transportation, ac-
commodation, securi-
ty, meals, refreshment,
among others. We are
also expecting former
West Indies captain Dar-
ren Sammy and two En-
glish internationals to
visit in the new year as ef-
forts continue to make a
difference. The President
is in contact with those
players via email. The
BCB would like to express
thanks to Dr. Denbow for
his support which would
be handed over next
year.”
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Africa expected to endorse
plans for World Cup every
two years

African member
countries are expected
to overwhelmingly sup-
port plans to increase
the frequency of the
hosting of the World
Cup to every two years
-- and back the creation
of a Super League when
the Confederation of
African Football (CAF)
holds an extraordinary
congress in Cairo on Fri-
day.

Support for holding
the World Cup every two
years in place of the cur-
rent four-year cycle has
already been expressed
by CAF president Patrice
Motsepe, and the usu-
ally compliant congress
is expected to endorse
FIFA president Gianni
Infantino’s plans.

“One of the biggest
beneficiaries of a World
Cup every two years is
the developing coun-
tries,” Motsepe said at
a news conference last
month; and he will, re-
portedly, advance the
argument that addition-
al World Cup revenue
will trickle down to Afri-
can members and boost
their coffers.

This comes despite the
threat to the continent’s
flagship event -- the Af-
rican Cup of Nations. It
is held every two years
because it used to bring
in 80% of CAFs revenue
before the confedera-
tion starting receiving
financial grants
FIFA.

Motsepe has become
a close ally of Infantino,
who has pushed hard in
recent months for ac-
ceptance of his plan to
increase the frequency
of the World Cup but has
met with considerable
opposition from Europe
and South America.

CAF is also expect-
ed to ask for the formal
approval of plans for a
Super League -- anoth-
er Infantino idea -- that
will see a permanent
roster of some 20 teams
with one or two changes
every season.

“The super league for
Affrica is a new competi-
tion because all of those
other competitions are
locked into agreements
and the money they get
is not enough,” Motsepe
said.
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Similar plans for a Su-
per League in Europe
failed spectacularly but,
despite this, Africa has
pressed forward with
its own version. Friday’s
gathering is an extraor-

and

dinary congress
the second this year for
CAF’s 54 members af-
ter Motsepe was elect-
ed president in Rabat in
March.
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Emma Raducanu nhamed Sunday
Times Sportswoman of the Year
after US Open triumph

US Open champion Emma Ra-
ducanu has continued a memo-
rable 2021 by being voted Sunday
Times Sportswoman of the Year.

The teenager, who turned 19
earlier this month, ended Britain’s
44-year wait for a women’s Grand
Slam singles winner with victory
in New York.

She had entered the tournament
as a qualifier and the world num-
ber 150.

Raducanu follows last year’s
winner, jockey Hollie Doyle and
sprinter Dina Asher-Smith who
won in 2019 and 2018.

Raducanu’s win at Flushing
Meadows in September came af-
ter she reached the last 16 at Wim-
bledon two months earlier as a
wildcard.

There she beat two top-50
players but had to retire from
her fourth-round match against
Australia’s Ajla Tomljanovic with
breathing difficulties and dizzi-
ness.

But Raducanu was brilliant in
New York, beating fellow teenag-
er Leylah Fernandez of Canada in
the final to become the first quali-
fier and youngest British player to
win a Grand Slam title at the tour-
nament.

Elsewhere, Olympic gold med-
al-winning BMX rider Betha-
ny Shriever, 21, took the Young
Sportswoman honour while the
Disability Sportswoman award
went to 29-year-old wheelchair
racer Hannah Cockroft who won
two Paralympic golds in Tokyo.

Other award winners included
cyclists Laura Kenny and Katie Ar-
chibald (Team of the Year) while

jockey Rachael Blackmore, 32, April by becoming the first female
was given a special Editor’s Choice  jockey to win the Grand National
award after she created history in  on Minella Times.

Raducanu’s victory marked a massive moment for
British women’s tennis.
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s LA Lakers forward Lebron James reacts after getting
ejected from the game during the 3rd quarter against
the Detroit Pistons at Little Caesars Arena on Sunday.

LEBRON JAMES SAYS

ALTERCATION WITH PISTONS
DID NOT WARRANT

SUSPENSION, WAS ‘DEFINITELY

“There was a boxout
on the free throw line,”
James recalled after the
Lakers’ 124-116 win in
overtime against the In-
diana Pacers.

“His elbow got kind of
high, it got me - if you
look, if you watch the film
— it got me off balanced
a little bit, and his elbow
lifted my arm, and I basi-
cally tried to swim move,

ACCIDENTAL

swim down on him, on his
arm, and when I swung
down on his arm, he got
off balance and the left
side of my hand grazed
his face. And I knew right
away. I knew right away
I had caught some part
of his head. So, I went
over to apologize to him,
and obviously, you guys
saw what happened after
that. But definitely acci-
dental.”

James understood why
he was ejected, but be-
lieves the suspension was
over the top.

“I hate to see that, what
escalated after that,”
James continued. “I
didn’t think it warranted
(a suspension). I thought
it warranted an ejection
because of what hap-
pened after that. Having
me, probably, still in the
game and the excitement

from the fans and what
could possibly happen
after that, obviously. But a
suspension, I didn’t think
it was warranted. But the
league made that call,
and we're here today.”

The Pistons and Lakers
will meet again in Los An-
geles on Nov. 28.
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