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Female parliamentarians came together recently for a work-

shop to review legislation that affects women and other

marginalized groups — such as The Sexual Offences Act,

The Domestic Violence Act and The Marriage Act, to name

® just a few. They also looked at proposed legislation to deal
= with some common issues affecting women, such as sexual

= harassment and post-partum depression. [READ THE FULL
e TE ﬁ STORY ON PAGE 5]
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INSIDE: + ABLP shows consideration for exhausted grave diggers

e Champion female bodybuilder to be made an Ambassador!
* El Drivel: More Lies than Love in Lovell
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Shoppers facing empty shelves
and rising prices as global supply
chain crisis tipped to worsen

Empty  shelves,
rising prices and
long delays.

Global supply
chains are in cha-
os, and consumers
around the world
are being warned
to expect fewer
presents under the
Christmas tree this
year.

Already severely
affected by the pan-
demic, the vast, in-
terconnected and
delicately tuned
network of factories,
ports, container
ships, trucks and rail
lines has been un-
able to keep up with
a rapid rebound in
demand.

It has been de-
scribed as a perfect
storm of events —
lockdowns, labour
shortages, extreme
weather - that is af-
fecting supply lines
of everything from
food and drinks to
clothing, books,
electronics and toys.

In the US, con-

tainer ships  sit
off the coast for
weeks unable to

unload their car-
go. Shoppers have
flooded social me-
dia with pictures of
empty shelves at re-
tailers like Walmart,
while fast-food
restaurants have
pulled menu items
due to lack of ingre-
dients. Meanwhile,
CNN has grimly
warned Americans
not to expect things
to go back to the
way there were “in
the Before Times”.

In the UK, fami-
lies have been told
they may have to do
without turkeys for
Christmas dinner,
while retail boss-
es say they plan
to bring promotions
forward by a month
to avoid December
shelf shortages.

On Monday,
ratings agen-
cy Moodys Ana-
lytics warned the
global supply chain
disruptions would
“get worse before
they get better”.

“As  the global
economic recovery
continues to gath-
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er steam, what is
increasingly appar-
ent is how it will be
stymied by supply
chain disruptions
that are now show-
ing up at every cor-
ner,” Moody’s wrote
in the report. “Bor-
der controls and mo-
bility  restrictions,
unavailability of a
global vaccine pass,
and pent-up de-

mand from being
stuck at home have
combined for a per-
fect storm where
global production
will be hampered
because deliver-
ies are not made in
time, costs and pric-
es will rise and GDP
growth worldwide
will not be as robust
as aresult.”

Moody’s said the
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“weakest link” may
be the shortage of
truck drivers - an
issue that has par-
ticularly affected the
UK, causing mas-
sive fuel shortages
as petrol stations
run dry.

Now there is seri-
ous concern among
global finance of-
ficials — who gath-
ered in Washington
on Wednesday - that

the supply chain
bottlenecks, which
are already driv-

ing prices higher,
threaten to derail
the post-COVID
economic recovery.
The World Bank
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estimates 8.5 per-
cent of global con-
tainer shipping is
stalled in or around
ports, twice as much
as in January.

The bottlenecks
are driving sharp in-
creases in shipping
fees and the final
cost of goods, and
World Bank Presi-
dent David Malpass
warned that some of
the price spikes “will
not be transitory”.

Internation-
al Monetary Fund
(IMF) chief Krista-
lina Georgieva said
the lag in vaccina-
tion rates to contain
the pandemic in
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developing nations
was  contributing
to the supply con-
straints, and “as long
as it widens this risk
of interruptions in
global supply chains
is going to be high-
er”.

Speaking to CNN,
Moody’s chief econ-
omist Mark Zan-
di said the Delta
variant has been a
major factor in the
supply chain dis-
ruptions — citing an
example of Malay-
sian semiconduc-
tor plants shutting
down due to work-
ers being sick, re-
sulting in shortages

of vehicle manufac-
turing.

“The pandemic
itself has just really
made things a jum-
bled mess,” he said.

More people stuck
at home buying
“all kinds of stuff”
meant more pres-
sure on the system,
he added.

“You got all
this stuff coming
through the pipe,
and the pipe is be-
ing disrupted by the
pandemic, and that
results in this jum-
bled mess,” he said.

(Reprinted/
Abridged from
news.com.au)

kf kf:
#Staysafe *HFcﬁLIC?:);Mu?fs?nﬂcmu@n%n:scuz?;lnM'




" i

mm Give us a call 481-2500 and Roll Like a PRO

HADEED MOTORS LTD.




FRIDAY 15 OCTOBER 2021

LocaL News [

Workshop on gender-based

review of legislation concludes

A workshop that
looked at legislation
affecting  women
and other margin-
alized groups has
concluded in St
John’s.  Organised
by the Antigua and
Barbuda Network of
Women Parliamen-
tarians (Parliament
Gender Caucus) the
legislative =~ work-
shop brought to-
gether women from
across the political
divide in the coun-
try.

The all-day ses-
sion involved tak-
ing a gendered ap-
proach to reviewing
legislation affecting
women and mar-
ginalized groups in
Antigua & Barbuda.

The Sexual Of-
fences Act 1995,
Domestic Violence
Act 2015, Offences
Against the Person
Act 1873 (Abortion),
and the Marriage
Act 1925 were some
of the laws that were
reviewed. Proposed
legislationrelated to
sexual harassment,

Participants at the recent workshop.

women'’s mental
health, postpartum
depression, and
medical discrim-
ination, were also
addressed.

A proposal with
the suggested
changes will be pre-
sented to the Minis-
ter of Legal Affairs,
Steadroy Benjamin,
as well as private
members’ bills, will
be submitted to the
Parliament of Anti-
gua and Barbuda.

President of the
Senate Alincia Wil-
liams-Grant floated
the idea to create a
Gender Caucus in
the Parliament of
Antigua and Bar-
buda as a Standing
Committee so as to

provide an opportu-
nity for women par-
liamentarians (past
& present) to unite,
irrespective of polit-
ical party affiliation,
to ensure equality
for all with an em-
phasis on gender
equality and mar-
ginalized groups.
The caucus would
also provide a fo-
rum to exchange
ideas, support one
another on issues
of common con-
cern and work col-
lectively to advance
gender-responsive
policies and laws in
Antigua & Barbuda.
The mission of
this body would be
the integration of a
gender-responsive

environment into
legislative  action
in order to foster
peace, sustainable
democracy, and
economic develop-
ment.

This workshop is
the first step of the
Network of Women
Parliamentarians in
Antigua and Barbu-
da to effect change
and ensure that the
laws of the nation
facilitate gender
equality, and that
equity is addressed
in their design and
implementation

Women Against
Rape (WAR Inc) as-
sisted with coor-
dinating the work-
shop.
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Consideration shown to

by Shelton Daniel

grave diggers by ABLP

The Constituency
Branches that make
up Zone 1 of the
Antigua and Bar-
buda Labour Party
(ABLP), this week
engaged in a nov-
el compassionate
activity: extending
what they term “ap-
preciation assis-
tance” to grave dig-
gers.

The first such ac-
tivity took place at
midday on Monday
October 10 at Valley
Church.

Zone 1 of the
ABLP includes four
constituencies: St.
John’s Rural North;
St. John’s Rural East;
St. John’s City East;
and St. John’s City
West.

Claudette Mason
is the Zone 1 chair-
person. She said the
idea came out of
conversations with
the grave diggers
during the course of
funerals when it be-
came apparent that
they are mentally

drained by this very
demanding task.
Mason said the
grave diggers, who
are officially em-
ployed by the Cen-
tral Board of Health
(CBH), are also fa-
tigued by the in-
creased frequency

with which they
must dig graves
due to the sharply

increased number
of burials caused
by the COVID-19
pandemic in recent
weeks.

“Most of all, they
sometimes  need
some water and
food,” Mason, a re-
tired senior police
officer, told Pointe
Xpress. “We got to-
gether as a group
and discussed with
our GS [general
secretary] and she
gave us the green
light. We started last
Monday, bringing
lunches and water.
Luckily, we got a
sponsor for [today,
Friday 15 October],
so theyre getting
lunch twice for this
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week.”She disclosed
that Monday’s lunch
was sponsored by
the Soup Kitchen of
City West, while the
water was provided
by Rural North. A
rotational system is
adopted within the
Zone, meaning the
responsibility  will
next fall to City East
and Rural East.
“Sometimes they
cant even find a
spot to bury some-
one,” Mason point-
ed out, highlight-
ing that the diggers
sometimes put tre-
mendous effort into
manually excavat-
ing the ground for
a grave, only to find
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that it had previous-
ly been used and
thus have to begin
all over again. She
said the ABLP Zone
1 aims to feed the
grave diggers twice
a week, initially, but
once the resources
become available,
this could be in-
creased to three or
four times weekly.

“We are also trying
to get them a coun-
selor, based on their
explanations to us as
to what is happen-
ing to them,” Mason
revealed.

She said seven
grave diggers are
presently being at-
tended to by the

ABLP Zone.
Pictures show the
food and water do-

nations being as-

tributed.
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Schools remain in limbo;
limited return to classrooms

by Shelton Daniel

Schools will, for
the most part, re-
main closed in terms
of physical atten-
dance, but second-
ary school students
of Forms 4 and 5,
who are facing ex-
aminations, will
be allowed to re-
sume face-to-face or
in-classroom learn-
ing as of next week.

This was one of
the decisions com-
ing out of this week’s
Cabinet meeting fol-
lowing recommen-
dations made by the
Director of Educa-
tion, Clare Browne.

It is based on the
current vaccination
status of teachers
and students, said
to be 85% in the case
of the former and
a little over 62% in
the case of the 8,000
minors in the 12-17
year age range — and
who would account
for those of second-
ary school age and
enrolment.

According to the
post-Cabinet brief-
ing notes, “More

than 85% of all
teachers have been
vaccinated; and,

more than 5,000 of
the eligible 8,000 12-
to-17 year-olds have
also been vaccinat-
ed.”

It was further dis-
closed that, “The
President and Gen-
eral Secretary of the
Antigua and Barbu-
da Union of Teach-
ers (ABUT) were in-
vited to Cabinet. It
was affirmed that
85% of teachers have
been vaccinated in
the public schools,
and that 100% vac-
cination has been
achieved in many
private schools. At
the College level,
83% of teachers have
been vaccinated.
Special attention is
to be paid to physi-
cally challenged stu-
dents who require
face-to-face instruc-
tions. The Adele
School is expected
to continue receiv-
ing its full student
body, and 100% of its
teachers are report-
edly vaccinated.”

But the risk is, at
this stage, consid-
ered still too great
for primary schools,
and they will there-
fore remain shut-
tered for the time
being, until further
notice.

“Based on the vul-
nerability of prima-
ry school students
—and based on other
data regarding the
vaccination of their
teachers — primary
schools shall remain
a distance-learning

said

experience,”
the notes prepared
and disseminated
by the Prime Minis-

ter's chief-of-staff,
Ambassador Lionel
Hurst.

The country is ex-
periencing an ap-
parent slowing in
the rate of new infec-
tions, and a notable
reduction in active
cases of the disease
— plus a welcome
slowdown in the as-
sociated mortality.

“There have been
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two consecutive days of de-
cline in the number of new
cases of COVID patients,
and there have not been any
COVID-19 deaths over the
same period,” the notes ob-
serve.

Another 25,000 of the lo-
cal population still need to
be fully inoculated in order
to reach the 80,000 required
for national collective (herd)
immunity.

The Government says that
with more-than-adequate
stocks of vaccines (from
multiple approved brands)
available in the country,
there is no excuse for any el-
igible adult not to get vacci-
nated pronto.
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It therefore warned that
“no exemption [from man-
datory vaccination] will be
granted to any adult based
on the un-availability of any
specific vaccine.

“For those physicians who
seek to provide medical ex-
emptions on flimsy and
un-substantiated grounds,
the Cabinet reminds that
fines and the possible loss
of the license to practice
medicine are looming likeli-
hoods.”

Pertaining to teachers, the
subject of exemptions was
also touched on by Educa-
tion Director Clare Browne
during his participation in
the live post-Cabinet press

LOCAL NEWS

briefing on Thursday morn-
ing.

“There are other teachers
who are making application
for exemption - religious
exemption and medical ex-
emption. Now we cannot as-
sume that all the applicants
are goingto be favorably con-
sidered. So once the process
goes through and the results
are returned, then we will
know who have not made it,
and if they didn’t get exemp-
tion, whether or not they are
going to be returning — they
are going to take the vaccine
and return to the classroom
— or they just would not take
the vaccine.”
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Government refutes
claims of land giveaway

Opposition inspired claims
that the government has em-
barked on a ‘give-away’ of
large tracks of lands have been
strongly rejected by the gov-
ernment.

There has been growing
controversy surrounding these
claims with the leader of the
United Progressive Party, Har-
old Lovell, being among those
who have made the charge.

However, during Thursday’s
post-Cabinet Press Briefing,
Information Minister Melford
Nicholas, said the ‘furor’ that
has been created over the al-
leged land-giveaway is nothing
but ‘a false alarm’. He said the
lands in question — over 500
acres in the Seaforth area near
Five Islands — were not crown
lands and were in fact acquired
through private hands.

Nicholas noted that the gov-
ernment went to parliament
recently to amend the Special
Economic Zones legislation to
allow for the reduction in size
of lands required for the estab-
lishment of these zones. Previ-
ously, it required a minimum
of 1,500 acres for these spe-
cial zones. The amendments
brought that amount down to
500. Under the amendment,
an investor has approached
the government with plans to
establish one such economic
zone at the Seaforth area. He
revealed that the government
gave the greenlight for the
project to proceed, noting that
it would bring significant ben-
efits to the country.

He noted that under the pre-
vious UPP administration, the
same lands were earmarked for
a major tourism development
which never materialized.

“It's not like that area has
not been earmarked for large
scale development before. In
the previous administration,
the leader of the UPP Lovell,
would recall that he had tout-
ed that area for a development
called Azure Project to be a
multi-scale tourism project. It
never came to fruition, but at
the same time the UPP leader
is giving the public the impres-
sion that we have given away
the lands. Nothing could be
further from the truth. These
are private lands, much like the
lands acquired by Yida were
acquired under the previous
administration from private
sources,” Nicholas explained.

The Information Minister
also recalled that after Yida re-
ceived the ‘greenlight’ to pro-
ceed with the project, there
were much criticisms vented
in the public domain stating
that the project would result in
much environmental and oth-
er degradation. This, he noted,
has not happened. Instead, he
added, significant develop-
ments are taking place within
the Yida project which will re-
dound to the benefit of the en-
tire country.

Nicholas also gave, as an ex-
ample, the American Universi-
ty of Antigua (AUA) which has
been established within the
Free Trade Zone at Coolidge.
He further explained that while
the university benefits from
much of the concessions un-
der the zone, its operation has
been a positive impact on the
overall economy of Antigua
and Barbuda with the spinoffs
from its students through rent-
al of accommodations, motor
vehicles, and their patronage

of restaurants and other such
establishments.

According to the minister,
these special economic zones
are part of the economic infra-
structure which is being put in
place to secure the future eco-
nomic growth of Antigua and
Barbuda.

Meanwhile, an agreement
between the UPP Administra-
tion and Millennia—Montaigne
Developments (Antigua) Ltd.
has been made public. The
agreement was signed on July
26, 2011, by representatives of
the company and then UPP Fi-
nance Minister Harold Lovell.

In fact, the records show
that over several years, the
project appeared in the annu-
al Budget Statement delivered
to the parliament when Lovell
held the finance portfolio in
that administration. The land
was the subject of litigation for
some time but even after that
was settled, the UPP adminis-
tration still pinned much hope
on its start-up to help change
the country’s economic for-
tunes.

“Whereas Yida invested
US$200M to date, this project
which Harold bragged about
for several years, never yielded
a cent in investment. Notwith-
standing, in excess of $11M
was waived by UPP/Harold et
al, to transfer the title. The gov-
ernment and people lost $11M
in taxes and got nothing in
return,” declared one govern-
ment source.

Additionally, the source not-
ed that the concessions grant-
ed to the developer of the pro-
posed economic zone are like
those the UPP had granted to
the Azure Project.
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MEDIA NOTICE: Road
Rehabilitation Night Works

Kindly note the follow-
ing with regards to the
facilitation of APUA pipe
crossings on Valley Road
North (VRN) under the
Second Road Infrastruc-
ture Road Rehabilitation
Project (SRIRP).

The attention of the
general public is drawn to
the fact that C.O. Williams
Construction Ltd. will be
carrying out pipe cross-
ings to facilitate APUA
works on Valley Road
North during curfew hours
which are 8:00 p.m. to 5:00
a.m. on Thursday 14 Octo-
ber 2021, and 11:00 p.m. to
5:00 a.m. thereafter — until
further notice.

These crossings will re-
sult in a full closure of the
road. However, single-lane
traffic will be in effect for
light vehicles and emer-
gency vehicles only.

The schedule and loca-
tion of the works is as fol-
lows:

Thursday 14th October
2021 — from Jolly Beach
entrance to Valley Church.

Friday 15th October
2021 - from Jolly Beach
entrance to Valley Church.

Saturday 16th October
2021 - from Valley Church
to Ffryes Beach.

Monday 18th October
2021 - from Valley Church
to Ffryes Beach.

Tuesday 19th October
2021 - Bolans between the
bridge and the Bolans Po-
lice Station.

Please note that this
schedule is subject to

change, based on weath-
er conditions. Initial-
ly, the published schedule
called for the completion
of these crossings on the
night of Tuesday 12th Oc-

weather force a cancel-
lation of the closure on
the night of 14th October
2021, the schedule will
shift accordingly. Please
note that no closure is

October 2021.

All road users are asked
to comply with the traffic
management measures
and proceed with extreme
caution while traversing

Priority will be given to qualified applicants with wholesale and retail experience.

tober 2021. Should the scheduled onSunday17th the construction site.
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Our Clienc is seeking to fill the position of Accounting Manager., Please see the reguirements for
employment. Suitable Candidates are asked to send a letter of application and CV to the following email
address: zanerainingconsultancyipmail.com

FURPOSE OF THE JOB:

To manage the accounting operations by controlling and vernfying our financial transactions.
The person filling this positton will be responsible for maintenance of the company’s
gccounting software and maintaining accurate financial records to secure the financial health
of the organization.

SECONDARY FUNCTIONS:

Undertaking any other dutdes that would normally be expected of an Accountant as a consequence
of holding the position

EDUCATION, QUALIFICATION AND SKILLS

* Must have a BSc in Accounts
* Must have professional qualificaton at the CPA, ACCA, CGA or CMA level

REQUIRED:

* knowledge or accounting principles and practices

* Knowledge of finance princples

* Knowledge of IFRS Standards

* Technical accounting Skills

* Extensive working knowledpe of the QuickBooks Accounting Software, both the Accounting and
the Poine O Sale Software and Microsoft Excel

* Good interpersonal skills and organizational skills

* Excellent wrtten and oral communication skills

EXPERIENCE:

A minimum of 5 years work experience managing an accounting deparument is a requirement.
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Female national bodybuilder
for appointment as

an Ambassador

approved

Kimberly Percival

Antiguan Kimberly Per-
cival, who won an internation-
al bodybuilding competition
held earlier this year in Spain,
is to be appointed as an Am-
bassador-at-Large and fur-
nished with a diplomatic pass-
port.

Percival, a veteran high
achiever in the sport, was in-
vited to Cabinet at its weekly
meeting on Wednesday.
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Sports Minister Daryl Mat-
thew noted that “clinching of
the first-place win in the in-
ternational competition has
put Antigua and Barbuda in a
place of high repute, and has
made Kimberly Percival’s face
recognizable in the important
circles of fitness and health
globally.

“She has been interviewed
by television and magazines
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with global audiences, and is
extremely articulate. The Min-
ister of Tourism agreed that
Kimberly Percival would be an
asset to the global promotion
program of Antigua and Bar-
buda ...

“It was proposed [and
agreed] that she be con-
ferred the title of Ambassa-
dor-at-Large and provided
with a diplomatic passport.”
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For the Caribbean, relations

with the US and China is not
one or the other

By Sir Ronald Sanders

(The writer is An-
tigua and Barbuda's

Ambassador to the
United States and the
Organization of Amer-
ican States. He is also
a Senior Fellow at the
Institute of Common-
wealth Studies at the
University of London
and Massey College in
the University of Toron-
to. The views expressed
are entirely his own)

On October 12, more
than a dozen represen-
tatives in the US Con-
gress sentaletter to the
US Trade Representa-
tive (USTR), Katherine

Tai, asking for imme-
diate attention to what
they describe as “the
growing influence of
the Chinese Commu-
nist Party in both Latin
America and the Ca-
ribbean trade and eco-
nomic development”.
The US Congress
persons have come to
this realization years
after Caribbean rep-
resentatives in Wash-
ington — me included
— have been saying to
successive US govern-
ments and Congress
that the US has been
absent as a meaning-
ful contributor to the
Caribbean’s develop-

ment for almost two
decades.

The vacuum that the
US left has been filled
by the Peoples Re-
public of China, and
it would be unreason-
able for the US gov-
ernment or Congress
to expect Caribbe-
an countries to defer
or delay their urgent
development needs,
waiting for the US to
refocus its attention on
the region.

Further, the terms of
China’s loans to many
Caribbean nations
have been far more
concessionary  even
than World Bank and
IMF loans to lower and
lower middle-income
countries, and China
does not use per capita
income as a criterion
for disqualifying high
income but vulnerable
and underdeveloped

Caribbean countries
from eligibility for
loans and grants.

US Congress per-
sons and US Govern-
ment policy makers
should take these re-
alities into account
when they say, as they
did to the US Trade

Representative, “Eco-
nomic prosperity and
solidified trading re-
lationships are slowly
becoming a matter of
national security.”

Caribbean countries
do not regard the loans
and other econom-
ic arrangements they
have with China as a
threat to US national
security, and no mem-
ber state of CARICOM
has put any policies or
programmes in place
that affect US national
security. Indeed, CAR-
ICOM countries have
remained faithful to
importing goods and
services from the US,
even though US assis-
tance and investment
in the sub-region has
steadily declined.

Here are a few facts
of which the 13 US
Congress persons,
who signed the 12 Oc-
tober letter, appear
to be unaware. First,
with the exception of
Haiti (which for the
US is a special case),
the 14-nation inde-
pendent states of the
Caribbean Commu-
nity have been at the
bottom of US official



development  assis-
tance for decades. In
2019, for instance, total
US foreign assistance
globally was US$47 bil-
lion, of which all CAR-
ICOM countries re-
ceived US$338 million
or 0.7%. For emphasis,
that is less than 1% of
the global total. Haiti
alone received US$268
million of that US$338
million delivered to all
14 CARICOM states,
leaving the other 13
to share US$70 mil-
lion only. For nine of
the 13 countries, the
sum provided did not
amount to US$1 mil-
lion.

On trade, the US
remained the domi-
nant trading partner of
CARICOM states, en-
joying a trade surplus
of US$6.5 billion. So,
while it is factual that
trade between Carib-
bean countries and
China has increased in
recent years, no trade
in goods with the US
was displaced, and
certainly no trade in
services. And, on for-
eign assistance to the
region, if China is now
delivering more to the
Caribbean than the
US, it should hardly be
a matter of complaint
by the US.

Among the referenc-
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es made about China
is that its representa-
tives use sharp prac-
tices In negotiating
contracts with Carib-
bean countries which
could lead to seizure
of vital infrastructure
should defaults oc-
cur on repayment of
loans. These referenc-
es suggest that repre-
sentatives of Caribbe-
an countries lack the
skill to negotiate con-
tracts that are in their
interest — an assertion
most CARICOM gov-
ernments would re-
ject. It also suggests
that CARICOM coun-
tries have not encoun-
tered similar practices
from other countries
that have led to un-
even contracts — the
Economic Partnership
Agreement between
the European Union
collectively and each
CARICOM country in-

dividually being a case
in point.
What US policy

makers should regard
as undeniable is that
China is giving more
scholarships to Carib-
bean students to up-
grade their knowledge
and capacity than the
US. In fact, the US
poaches  Caribbean
doctors, nurses and
teachers — trained at

great expense by Ca-
ribbean taxpayers. In
the end, if the US con-
tinues this practice,
they will have only
themselves to blame if
the Caribbean profes-
sionals and influenc-
ers of the future know
China better than the
US.

To be sure, the 13
Congress persons who
wrote to the USTR were
more concerned about
China’s relationship
with the bigger coun-
tries of Latin American
than they were about
the Caribbean. The
Caribbean is usually
a forgotten append-
age to Latin America
among most US poli-
cy influencers, includ-
ing its think-tanks. It
is that concern about
loss of trade benefits
and influence over
Latin American mar-
kets that caused them
to say, “We believe that
it is of the highest pri-
ority for the US to keep
its relationships strong
with our neighbors
in the Western Hemi-
sphere. Before long,
China will be signifi-
cantly positioned to
completely dominate
Western Hemisphere
economics, as China is
already the top trading
partner for practical-
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ly all of Asia, Oceania,
Eastern Europe, Africa
and, as stated, most of
South America.”

If China comes to
dominate western
hemispheric econom-
ics, it will be because of
along period of US ne-
glect and the slow pro-
cess torecognising that
the US must re-engage
Latin America and the
Caribbean in genuine
cooperation, and not
with one-sided strat-
egies that are long on
words but short on al-
location and delivery
of funds.

In any event, Lat-
in American and Ca-
ribbean countries,
concerned about im-
proving their econo-
mies and advancing
the social and eco-
nomic conditions of
their peoples, do not
subscribe to a rivalry
between China and
the US in their region
and hemisphere. They
would all declare that
there is ample room
for economic and oth-
er forms of mutually
beneficial cooperation
with both China and
the US.

(Responses and pre-
vious commentaries:
wwuw.sirronaldsand-
ers.com)
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Barbados PM holds bilateral talks""
with US Vice President
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Prime Minister Mia Mottley and United States Vice President Kamala Harris.

Barbados Today - The
COVID-19 pandemic, the
looming climate crisis and
security were the main is-
sues in Prime Minister
Mia Mottley’s one-on-one
talks with United States
Vice President Kamala
Harris on Wednesday.

The two women lead-
ers, firsts for their respec-
tive countries, acknowl-
edged the 55-year-old
diplomatic relationship
between Bridgetown and
Washington and com-
mitted to deepening co-
operation at a brief press
conference ahead of the
closed-door  hour-long
meeting at Harris’ office in
the Eisenhower Executive
Office Building, next door
to the White House.

Referencing the mes-
sage of trailblazing Amer-
ican politician of Bar-

badian descent, Shirley
Chisholm, the first Afri-
can-American Congress-
woman and the first wom-
an and African American
to seek the nomination for
the American presidency;,
Mottley stressed the need
for equality of opportuni-
ty and the protection of
the vulnerable.

“It is the philosophy
that still binds us today,”
she said noting that the
US, Barbados and the Ca-
ribbean faced common
threats and they should
therefore “seek to coop-
erate and work together
with respect to tackling
the COVID-19 pandemic,
fighting the climate cri-
sis, addressing security
threats and promoting
prosperity as the basis for
the engagement”.

She told the short brief-

ing that the COVID-19
battle is real for the Carib-
bean as she reiterated the
need for vaccine equity
to avoid the risk of more
deadly variants emerging.

Mottley then expressed
concern that the Caribbe-
an faces serious risk if the
world fails to meet the 1.5
degrees Celsius threshold
for warming at the up-
coming COP26 talks in
Glasgow, Scotland set for
November.

She said: “If that hap-
pens, then the conver-
sation has to change
seriously to be about
adaptation, because we
have to adapt to that new
reality which can literal-
ly be upon us anywhere
from 12 to 20 years and, to
that extent, therefore, you
are dealing with a region
that has been constantly

evolving and constantly
responding to a one-size-
fits-all prescriptions from
the establishment of the
WTO [World Trade Organ-
isation] that precluded us
from benefiting from spe-
cial and differential treat-
ment, to today where on
this climate crisis battle
we are on the frontline:

Vice President Harris,
the daughter of a Jamai-
can father who rose to
become the first woman
and first African-Amer-
ican attorney general in
her home state of Califor-
nia on her rise to the high-
est position ever held by
a woman in the US gov-
ernment, agreed that the
Caribbean, though not
among the world’s emit-
ters of greenhouse gases,
would be significantly af-
fected by climate change.

She said climate change
was one of the biggest
threats facing the globe
and assured the region of
Washington’s support

Noting the world is
more interdependent
than ever, citing the ongo-
ing pandemic and the cli-
mate crisis, Vice President
Harris pledged that Wash-
ington would continue to
address the COVID pan-
demic by supplying more
vaccines to the region.

“I think we have donat-
ed over a million doses
of vaccines to the region
with a promise of three
million more to the region
at least,” she said.



Jamaica Gleaner - The
Caribbean = Examina-
tions Council (CXC) on
Thursday released data
on the performances of
students in regional ex-
ams administered by the
body.

Regarding core Carib-
bean Secondary Educa-
tion Certificate (CSEC)
subjects, more students
received passing grades
in English Language
than in Mathematics.

Some 74 percent of stu-
dents who sat English A
received grades one to
three, while 41 percent
of students received a
passing grade for math.

Here is a breakdown of
performances in other
subjects:

English B - 61%
Integrated Science -
66%

Biology - 89%
Chemistry - 63%
Physics - 66%
Electronic Document
Preparation and Man-
agement (EDPM) - 87%
Human and Social Biol-
ogy - 68%

Principles of Business -
79%

Information Technolo-
gy - 89%

Social Studies - 54%
Office Administration -
79%

On the Caribbean Ad-
vanced Proficiency Ex-
aminations (CAPE) side,
there were high pass
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rates in the core sub-

jects of Caribbean Stud-
ies and Communication
Studies

Some 95 percent of stu-
dents who sat Caribbean
Studies earned grades
one to five and 93 per-
cent of students received
a passing grade for Com-
munication Studies.

Here's how students
performed in other sub-
jects:

Sociology Unit 1 - 90%

Sociology Unit 2 - 94%

Law Unit 1 - 89%

Law Unit 2 - 86%

Pure Mathematics Unit
1-73%

Pure Mathematics Unit
2-80%

Chemistry Unit 1 - 92%

Chemistry Unit 2- 95%

Biology Unit 1 - 90%
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CXC releases data on
CSEC CAPE exams

Biology Unit 2 - 94%
Speaking at the virtu-
al event in Guyana on
Thursday, CXC director
of operations, Dr Ni-
cole Manning, noted
that the performance
of Guyanese students
in the regional exams
was “marginally higher”
when compared to oth-
er candidates across the
region.

Manning said Guya-
nese students received
a 100% pass in 16 CAPE
units.

Meanwhile, Manning
disclosed that there was
a reduction in candidate
and subject entries for
CAPE.

CAPE also recorded the
highest level of absen-
teeism in the last four

years.

Some 8.3 percent of stu-
dents did not turn up for
exams.

Similarly, there was a
high level of absentee-
ism among CSEC stu-
dents with 11.23 percent.
Just over 1,200 deferrals
for CAPE subject entries
were submitted and
15,179 for CSEC.

So far, 4,179 students
have registered to sit
their exams in January
2022, while 7,720 have
opted for June 2022.
CXCis awaiting respons-
es from 3,280 students.
Registration closes on
November 5. CXC results
will be released to stu-
dents later today, Friday
15th October.
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GUYANA: criminal charges could soon
be laid against former gov’t ministers

Guyana Chronicle - A
NUMBER of senior offi-
cials from the former Da-
vid Granger-led coalition
government could face
criminal charges in con-
nection to the transfer
of state assets, well after
passage of the historic De-
cember 2018 No-Confi-
dence Motion.

Attorney General & Le-
gal Affairs Minister Anil
Nandlall, SC, in a Thurs-
day interview, acknowl-
edged that while it is the
intention of the current
People’s Progressive Party/
Civic (PPP/C) government
to pursue the develop-
ment of the country and
its people, there is still a
commitment to ensuring
the actions of the former
A Partnership for Nation-
al Unity + Alliance For
Change (APNU+AFC) gov-
ernment are examined.

“There are a number
of transactions that were
done under the previ-
ous government that will
be subjected to investi-
gations,” the Attorney
General said, adding that
“Charges may flow if those
investigations yield those
charges based upon the
advice of the Director of
Public Prosecution.”

Stressing that this is an
ongoing process, the At-
torney General said there
are other things that have
diverted the attention of
the Guyana Police Force,
but his party remains

committed to the promise
of investigating the former
APNU+AFC government’s
transactions.

“The police will begin
their investigations. The
files have been assem-
bled already and they are
on their way to the po-
lice,” Minister Nandlall re-
marked.

More specific to the
matters under investiga-
tion, Nandlall said former
finance minister Win-
ston Jordan has been im-
plicated in a number of
questionable transactions
which [the current ad-
ministration of President
Irfaan Ali intends] to send
to the Police Force and to
other law enforcement
agencies.

The AG disclosed that
one such matter involves
the sale of several vehicles
by the Guyana Revenue
Authority, without due
process, to relatives of a
former APNU+AFC gov-
ernment minister.

Additionally, the AG re-
layed that a number of
state properties valued at
millions of United States
(US) dollars were sold be-
low market value, without
public procurement, be-
tween the period of the
passage of the No-Confi-
dence Motion in Decem-
ber 2018 and the conclu-
sion of the 2020 General &
Regional Elections on Au-
gust 2, 2020.

“I don’t think that we've

Anil Nandlall.

even touched the tip of
the iceberg,” Nandlall cau-
tioned reservedly, refer-
ring to the disposal of state
lands under the former
David Granger-led gov-
ernment.

Noting that there are
hundreds of questionable
transactions, AG Nand-
lall  dis-closed that
these lands are particular-
ly essential for Guyana’s oil
and gas sector, as they are
high-value lands located
along the oceanfront and
on the banks of Guyana’s
rivers.

“What we are focused on
are simply a few [of those
lands] in the vicinity of
Ogle, and along the East
Bank of Demerara,” AG
Nandlall continued, “But a
large part of those transac-
tions have not been hand-
ed over to the investigative
arm of the state.”

Guyana’s Attorney-General & Minister of Legal Affairs,

i

Returning to a previous
debacle involving the for-
mer APNU+AFC govern-
ment’s attempt to conceal
an US$18 million signing
bonus paid to the Govern-
ment of Guyana by Exxon-
Mobil in 2016, AG Nandlall
said this matter is also ripe
for consideration.

He noted further that
not only was the mon-
ey deposited in a Central
Bank account authorized
in writing by former fi-
nance minister Jordan, but
itis now unclear where the
money has gone.

“l want to assure the
public that this is not
something we have swept
under the carpet,” the At-
torney General emphati-
cally stressed, adding, “We
will continue to persevere
in ensuring that these
promises are delivered.”



Press Release - The ris-
ing prevalence of mental
health conditions in the
Caribbean region is a seri-
ous public health concern
and, as COVID-19 contin-
ues to affect persons across
the region, there is need for
urgent action to promote
good mental health.

The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) defines
mental health as a “state
of well-being in which the
individual realizes his or
her own abilities, can cope
with the normal stresses of
life, can work productively
and fruitfully, and is able to
make a contribution to his
or her community”.

World Mental Health
Day, observed annually
on 10 October, seeks to
raise awareness of mental
health issues around the
world and to mobilize ef-
forts in support of mental
health.

This year’s theme — Men-
tal Health in an Unequal
World, with the slogan
“Mental health care for
all: let's make it a reality”
— is an opportunity for all
stakeholders working on
mental health issues to talk
about their work, and what
more needs to be done to
make mental health care a
reality for people.

“Lives have changed
considerably due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, as
we are faced with the re-
alities of unemployment,
working from home, clo-
sure of schools and not
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being able to socialize as
we used to. Over the past
year, the pandemic has
had a major impact on
people’s mental health —
especially healthcare and
other frontline workers,
children, women, fami-
lies, homeless, people liv-
ing alone, and those with
pre-existing mental health
conditions,” stated Dr.
Tamu Davidson, Head of
Chronic Diseases and In-
jury at CARPHA.

In the Americas, de-
pression continues to be
the leading mental health
disorder and is twice as
frequent in women as in
men. Mental and neuro-
logical disorders in the el-
derly, such as Alzheimer’s
disease, other dementias,
and depression, con-
tribute to the burden of
non-communicable dis-
eases (NCDs).

Mental disorders can
also contribute to unin-
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COVID-19 CARPHA concerned over
mental health situation in Caribbean

tentional and intentional
injury. Patients who are
depressed are less likely
to take their medicines,
and persons with chron-
ic NCDs and disability
are more likely to be de-
pressed.

Many mental health
conditions can be effec-
tively treated at relatively
low cost, yet the gap be-
tween people needing care
and those with access to
care remains substantial.
A 2020 survey conducted
by the WHO indicated that
services for mental, neuro-
logical and substance use
disorders had been signifi-
cantly disrupted during
the pandemic.

CARPHA supports its
Member States through
health promotion with a
focus on increasing aware-
ness about mental health
and strategies to cope with
mental illness, targeting
the general population,

Governments are urged to ensure equztuble access to mental health services for al

who need it.

1

children and adolescents,
the elderly, women, and
other vulnerable popula-
tions.

Emphasis has been
placed on prevention, psy-
cho-social support and
coping with mental illness
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. This year, CARPHA
included mental health as
a focus of the annual Ca-
ribbean Wellness Day. The
Agency collaborates with
the Pan American Health
Organization/World
Health Organization, and
Health Caribbean Coali-
tion, to increase aware-
ness about mental health
and reduce stigma.

Achieving mental health
care a reality for all, calls
for a whole of society ap-
proach. Civil society, faith-
based organizations and
private sector and com-
munity-based organiza-
tions can support and pro-
mote mental well-being
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COVID-19: IMF says quicker
vaccinations key to recovery

(AFP) — Accelerat-
ing the pace of vacci-
nations worldwide will
be key not just to con-
taining the coronavi-
rus pandemic, but also
to resolving the speed
bumps besetting the
global economic recov-
ery, IMF chief Krista-

lina Georgieva said
Thursday.
Finance officials

gathered for the an-
nual meeting of the
Washington-based cri-
sis lender have flagged
concerns about sup-
ply chain bottlenecks
that are pushing prices
higher.

Those  disruptions
stem from the unprec-
edented situation cre-
ated by the pandemic
and the sharp rebound
in demand as econo-
mies reopen, as well as
struggles to hire work-
ers amid renewed in-
fections from the Delta
variant of the corona-
virus. But Georgieva
said the “more funda-
mental problem” is the
growing divergence be-
tween “countries that
are pulling forward
more strongly, and
those that are falling
behind,” largely due
to the drastically low-
er vaccination rates in
lower-income nations.

“There was a very

IMF managing director Kristalina Georgieva.

clear message coming
out of this meeting that
vaccinating the world
is critical,” she told re-

porters.
While advanced
countries are start-

ing to provide booster
shots, about 96 percent
of the population of
low-income countries
are unvaccinated.
International Mon-
etary Fund members
“called for a strong in-
ternational coopera-
tion and immediate
action to achieve uni-
versal vaccination,”

said Sweden’s Finance
Minister = Magdalena
Andersson who chaired
the IMF’s steering com-
mittee.

Georgieva repeated
the Fund’s view that
inflation pressures are
mostly transitory, but
the committee stressed
that central banks will
be watching prices
closely and will take ac-
tion if “concrete” risks
materialise.

The commiittee, in its
concluding statement,
recognised the risks to
the recovery and high-

lighted the need for
“immediate action” on
vaccinations and to ad-
dress the crisis that is
exacerbating poverty.
The membership
also  repeated the
pledge to “extend fi-
nancial assistance to
countries in need”.
That includes shift-
ing funds from the
newly-issued IMF re-
serves — $650 billion in
special drawing rights
— to countries most in
need. Georgieva said
her $100 billion goal is
“very achievable”.
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Eccentric millionaire Robert

Durst

murdering best friend

Robert Durst

CNN - Robert Durst
— the notorious subject
of the HBO docuseries
“The Jinx”, and who was
found guilty last month
of first-degree murder —
was sentenced to life in
prison without parole
at his sentencing in a
Los Angeles courtroom
on Thursday.

The hearing began
with the prosecution
making arguments af-
ter the defense team
filed a motion for a new
trial. Judge Mark Wind-
ham denied the mo-
tion. The defense later
said they would appeal
the decision.

Durst, who has blad-
der cancer and other
physical ailments, did
not appear at the ver-
dict but was in court on
Thursday slumped in a
wheelchair, wearing a
mask. He stared ahead
at a tablet comput-
er showing the judge’s
words as the sentence
was read and had no
visible reaction.

Durst did not speak
after several people
gave witness impact
statements, but did an-
swer yes when asked
whether he would
waive his right to ap-
pear at the next court

hearing.
At the hearing, the
victim's son, Sareb

Kaufman, described his
mother as “eccentric,
vivacious and generous
to a fault. Often needy
and phobic, a force of
nature, but extremely
smart and witty.”

Deni Marcus, a life-
long friend of Berman’s,
said she was an “abso-
lutely  extraordinary,
unforgettable, brilliant
person whose life was
tragically taken from
her”.

Durst, 78, was con-
victed by a jury on Sep-
tember 17 of shooting
his best friend Susan
Berman in 2000 at her
Beverly Hills home,
hours before she was
set to talk to investiga-

tors about the myste-
rious disappearance of
his first wife, Kathleen
McCormack-Durst,
who was last seen in

1982.
McCormack Durst
was declared legally

dead in 2017. Her body
has not been found
and no one has been
charged in the case.

“By telling where
Kathie is, perhaps you
can find some small
redemption in an act
of humanity,” Ber-
man’s son urged Durst.
“You didn’t just mur-
der Kathie, or Morris
(Black, a neighbor), or
Susan, you also mur-
dered me and mur-
dered the person I was
— all his dreams and all
his hopes, gone.”

A few jurors attend-
ed the sentencing, with
one telling CNN, “It’s
been a long two years.”
They declined to com-
ment further.

The eccentric heir
to a New York real es-
tate empire, Durst
took the stand in his
months-long trial and
denied killing McCor-
mack-Durst and Ber-
man. He said he found
Berman on the floor of
her bedroom with a fa-
tal gunshot to the back
of the head.

But under cross-ex-
amination, Durst tes-
tified he would perjure

given life sentence for

himself if he had killed
them. Prosecutors’
questions also prompt-
ed Durst to admit he
perjured himself five
times during the trial.

In addition, a long-
time friend of both
Durst and Berman,
Nick Chavin, testified
the defendant had told
him, “It was her or me,”
referring to Berman. “I
had no choice.”

“Those nine words
sum up the entire case,”
prosecutor Habib
Balian said during clos-
ing arguments.

As part of their ver-
dict, jurors agreed the
crime met “special cir-
cumstances” in Califor-
nia law, which allows
for Durst to be sen-
tenced to life without
parole, for the murder
of a witness to a crime,
lying in wait and using
a firearm in the murder.
California has a mor-
atorium on the death
penalty.

Durst’s health has de-
teriorated significantly
over the past few years.
He has undergone mul-
tiple surgeries, includ-
ing the insertion of a
shunt in his head to
relieve pressure on his
brain.

He was in coronavi-
rus quarantine in jail
at the time the jury an-
nounced the guilty ver-
dicts, his attorney said.
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Six arrested in Rwanda for
spreading rumours to

cause ‘uprising’

Al Jazeera - Rwandan authori-
ties have arrested six people — in-
cluding a journalist and members
of an opposition party — accused
of publishing rumours allegedly
intended to start an uprising, the
investigation bureau said.

Theoneste Nsengimana — who
runs Umubavu TV, an online You-
tube channel that often airs con-
tent critical of the government
— was among those arrested, said
Rwanda Investigation Bureau
spokesperson Thierry Murangira
on Thursday.

“They are accused of publica-
tion of rumours intended to cause
uprising or unrest among the pop-
ulation,” he said.

“They have commonality. They
are an organised group with the
intention to spread rumours in-
tended to cause uprising or unrest
among the population using dif-
ferent social media platforms.”

Nsengimana’s lawyer did not
immediately respond to a request
for comment.

On Tuesday, Nsengimana had
posted on his YouTube channel
video of a woman urging people
to celebrate “Ingabire day” on
Thursday to honour opposition
figures who have been jailed, kid-
napped and killed.

Critics have said that Rwandan
authorities have been cracking
down on critical YouTube chan-
nels, including one owned by
former university lecturer Aim-
able Karasira who was arrested in
June and charged with denying
the 1994 genocide. He denied the
charge.

Others arrested include mem-
bers and supporters of opposition
leader Victoire Ingabire.

“Members of DALFA-Umurinzi

In March, Human Rights Waitch voiced alarm about the government’s
crackdown on people using YouTube or blogs to speak out about some-

times controversial issues in Rwanda.

arrested again: We request RIB to
ensure their rights are respected.
We have not yet been informed
the reasons behind their arrest,”
Ingabire posted on Twitter.

“T take this as intimidation,” she
told the AFP news agency. “I don't
know what the rumours they are
arrested for are about.”

Ingabire returned from exile in
2010 to run against current Pres-
ident Paul Kagame, but was ar-
rested and jailed for eight years
on terrorism charges, a term later
extended to 15 years. She was re-
leased by presidential pardon in
2018.

Critics have accused Kagame’s
government of human rights

abuses, although it has had sup-
port from Western donors for re-
storing stability in the years after
the genocide and boosting eco-
nomic growth.

In March, Human Rights Watch
(HRW) voiced alarm about Kigali’s
crackdown on people using You-
Tube or blogs to speak out about
controversial issues in Rwanda.

HRW said then that atleast eight
people reporting or commenting
on current affairs — notably the ef-
fect of strict anti-COVID measures
that have hit the poor hard - have
been threatened, arrested or pros-
ecuted in the past year.

Kagame has denied accusations
of abuse.
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Brazﬂ soldiers who shot
dead a musu:lan convicted

The case shocked Brazil and led to demonstrations against the military.

BBC - Eight Brazilian soldiers
who shot dead a musician and a
bystander in a hail of bullets have
been convicted of murder.

Evaldo dos Santos Rosa and
Luciano Macedo were killed in
April 2019 in an incident in which
the soldiers fired more than 250
rounds.

Prosecutors believe the troops
mistook Mr. Santos Rosa’s car for
one of the same colour driven by
gang members.

The case shocked Brazil, and on
Thursday a court handed down
long jail terms for all eight men.

They were convicted of mur-
der and attempted murder for the
wounds caused to Mr. Santos Ro-
sa’s father-in-law in the shooting.

Mr. Santos Rosa’s widow, Luci-
ana, said the sentencing “brought
peace to my soul”.

“I know I won't get my hus-
band back, but it wouldn’t be fair
to leave here without a positive

outcome,” a statement on news
site G1 said. “I think I'll be able to
sleep today.”

Mr. Santos Rosa was driving his
family to a performance in Rio de
Janeiro’s Guadalupe neighbour-
hood when soldiers fired some
82 rounds into his car. Nine of the
rounds reportedly hit Mr. Santos
Rosa.

Luciano Macedo, a local rub-
bish collector, tried to help the
family but was himself shot. He
died from his wounds 11 days lat-
er.

Sérgio Goncalves, Mr .Santos
Rosa’s father-in-law, was injured
in the attack but survived after
more than a week in hospital.

In recent years authorities have
put the army in charge of securi-
ty in the violence-plagued state of
Rio, and in 2017 a law was passed
putting cases of civilian deaths
caused by the military under Bra-
zil’s military court system.

President Jair Bolsonaro - the
country’s right wing, populist
leader - dismissed the case in the
weeks after the deaths as an “inci-
dent”.

“The army didn’t kill anyone.
The army belongs to the people.
We cannot accuse the people of
murder,” he said.

A military court however voted
to convict the eight men on Thurs-
day, more than two years after the
deaths.

The lieutenant in command re-
ceived a 31-and-a-half-year sen-
tence, while the other seven were
each sentenced to 28 years in jail.

Local media report, however,
that the men will appeal to the
Superior Military Court. They will
not be placed in custody until that
body’s final decision.
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athlete foun

Kenyan world re-
cord holder Agnes
Tirop has been found
stabbed to death
at her home in the
western town of Iten,
with police treating
her husband as a sus-
pect.

The two-time World
Athletics Champion-
ships bronze med-
allist, who finished
fourth in the Olym-
pic 5,000m final two
months ago, was 25.

Last month,
Tirop set the world
record for a women’s
only 10km road race
in Germany.

A criminal investi-
gation is now under-
way into her death,
with police saying
her husband has
gone missing.

On Wednesday,
crime scene inves-
tigators were at the
house of Tirop, who
police say was re-
ported missing by
her father on Tues-
day night.

“When [police] got
in the house, they
found Tirop on the
bed and there was a

FRIDAY 15 OCTOBER 2021

pool of blood on the
floor,” Tom Makori,
head of police for the
area, said.

“They saw she had
been stabbed in the
neck, which led us
to believe it was a
knife wound, and we

believe that is what ¥,

caused her death.

“Her husband is still
at large, and prelimi-
nary investigations
tell us her husband
is a suspect because
he cannot be found.
Police are trying to
find her husband so
he can explain what
happened to Tirop.”

Makori added that
police believe that
CCTV in the house
may be able to help
with their investiga-
tion.

Tirop was also
found dead with a
stab wound to her
stomach, sources
have told the BBC.

“Athletics Kenya are
distraught to learn
about the untime-
ly death of World
10,000m bronze
medallist Agnes
Tirop,” the country’s
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Kenya’s Agnes Tirop broke the world record for a
women’s 10km road race in Germany in Septem-
ber

athletics body said in
a statement.

“We are still work-
ing to unearth more
details surrounding
her demise. Kenya
has lost a jewel who

was one of the fast-
est-rising athletics gi-
ants on the interna-
tional stage, thanks
to her eye-catching
performances on the
track.”
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lan Smith looking forward to
New Zealand’s ‘grudge match’
against Pakistan
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Commentator and former New Zealand cricketer lan Smith.

Former New Zealand
cricketer lan Smith be-
lieves that the encoun-
ter between Pakistan and
New Zealand at the T20
World Cup will be a ‘grudge
match’ and he is eagerly
waiting for both teams to
go head-to-head.

Earlier last month, emo-
tions ran high when New
Zealand unilaterally decid-
ed to pull out of the series
against Pakistan due to ‘se-
curity threats’.

“It's a bit of a grudge
match now on the basis
that New Zealand pulled
out of the tour over there
just recently and came
home, which didn't please
Pakistan at all,” said Smith,
according to Stuff, who is
also a renowned commen-
tator.

“We were right in doing
what we did but it doesn’t

ease the pain for them so
there will be feeling in that
game. It's the first game
that we play and I think
there will be a real edge to
that one so I'm looking for-
ward to it,” he further add-
ed.

The cancelation of New
Zealand’s tour had much
deeper implications as
PCB was tirelessly repair-
ing Pakistan’s image on the
international stage ever
since the 2009 terrorist at-
tack on Sri Lanka’s team.

“This conspiracy has
been hatched to tarnish
the image of Pakistan, as its
image was going to build
up due to the role it is play-
ing for peace in the region,”
said Federal Interior Minis-
ter Sheikh Rasheed.

Pakistan will face New
Zealand on October 26 at
Sharjah Cricket Stadium.
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Arsene Wenger

to make managerial return |
vs Lionel Messi’s PSG ghlenc

Arsene Wenger (in black) dribbles past Zinedine Zidane during a charity match in May 2019.

Arsene Wenger is to return to the
dugout for two charity matches in
the next few months.

The 71-year-old has not been in
the managerial hot-seat since end-
ing his glittering 22-year stint with
Arsenal in 2018, having taken up a
role within FIFA as Chief of Global
Football Development.

On Wednesday, however, Wenger
will be managing during a team of
Legends at Marseille’s Stade Vélo-
drome for a charity game organ-
ised by Didier Drogba

Former France internationals
David Trezeguet, Eric Abidal, Samir
Nasri, Robert Pires and Fabien Bar-
thez are all playing, with the pro-
ceeds going to UNICEF and the Di-
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dier Drogba Foundation.

A second imminent appearance
on the touchline for Wenger has
also been announced. In January,
the former Monaco boss will take
charge of a All-Star Saudi Arabian
XI against a Paris Saint-Germain
side containing Lionel Messi, Ney-
mar and Kylian Mbappe.

The fixture comes during the Li-
gue One winter break and will be
for the Riyadh Season Cup.

Players from Al-Hilal and Al-
Nassr will be selected by Wenger
for the exhibition.

Though Wenger is extremely
busy with his current role at FIFA,
last month he hinted he could still
manage again in the future.
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“I don’'t rule it out,” Wenger
told The Telegraph.

“There are always people who
say, ‘You are too old’ so at the time,
maybe I thought they were right,
but I am in good shape and I have
not completely decided not to do it
anymore.”

Incredibly, one of his last charity
match appearances was actually
on the pitch and saw Wenger brief-
ly dribble past the legendary Zine-
dine Zidane.

Although it resulted in an image
that was both hilarious and iconic
at the same time, footage showed
that Zidane regained possession
very quickly.
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DEONTAY WILDER
HANDED 6-MONTH
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SUSPENSION AFTER

SUFFERING DEVASTATING
KNOCKOUT AGAINST TYSON FURY.

Deontay Wilder has been
suspended for six months
following his 11th round
knockout defeat to Tyson
Fury last weekend.

The 35-year-old Ameri-
can was floored three times
before eventually being
stopped by the Brit and was
taken to hospital after the
fight.

He was discharged later
on Saturday evening with a
broken finger and the Neva-
da State Athletic Commis-
sion have now suspended
him until April unless he is
cleared by a doctor.

Fury has been handed the
regulatory 45-day suspen-
sion following his victory
- his first ever world heavy-
weight title defence.

Wilder has now suffered
back-to-back defeats at the
hands of Fury after hav-
ing previously not lost in 43
fights.

Yet despite the two losses,
Wilder's new trainer Malik
Scott does not expect the
hard-hitting American to re-
tire from the sport.

Scott told iFL TV: “Deontay
has set his family financially
secure so he doesn't have to

fight to make a living. “But
retiring is not in his plans at
all and not something we've
discussed.”

Meanwhile, Fury has now
returned to England as he
enjoys some time with his
family following his sensa-
tional win.

It has not been confirmed
who the WBC champion will
face next, but he is expected
to take on mandatory chal-
lenger Dillian Whyte in the
early part of 2022.

But Whyte remains unsure
as to whether Fury will ac-
cept a fight against him.

Speaking to Sky Sports
News, he said: “Fury has the
belt. Wilder had the chance
to fight me for three years
but didn’t. Hopefully now
the WBC forces my position
and Fury has no choice. It's a
massive British fight, a major
fight for Britain.

“Fury is an unpredictable
man who might say: ‘1 am
done!” I hope we can make a
fight when I get past Wallin.
But Fury is a difficult guy to
plan. I haven't heard a word
from him about making a
fight.”
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