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Who says we can’t simultaneously fight COVID while preserving
and restoring our natural environment, and further explore
the gigantic potential of our Blue Economy? In our front-page
picture, volunteer members of the community-based Wallings

] Nature Reserve undertake an ambitious tree-planting exercise
j at Signal Hill to replace forest cover that has been lost to fire and
. i other destructive human activities. The forestation also aims
IIJIl to suppress further proliferation of the invasive lemongrass.

Sandals Foundation has put its support behind the initative - in

the process linking some big name international partners such
- as the Clinton Global Initiative. We’ll always need help and we’ll
r- always welcome genuine friends, but nothing beats doing for
ourselves what we can and ought to do - as organizations like
Rotaract and Wallings Nature Reserve continually demonstrate!
[STORY ON PAGE 11]

INSIDE:  yw]| Five Islands matriculation: A Raven is the Maven!
Seabed exploration in biggest push yet at Blue Economy!
Gas pumps empty; COVID causing more chaos in UK!



People are dying

.. Okay Fine?

People are dying ...
Okay fine,” was Harold
Lovell's response to a
surge in pandemic-re-
lated deaths in an inter-
view with Dave Lester
Payne on Wednesday,
where the United Pro-
gressive Party (UPP)
political leader tried to

differentiate his party’s
response to the COVID
19 plague, from that of
the government.

In his meandering
defense of the party’s
response to the pan-
demic, the UPP polit-
ical leader highlighted
two public awareness
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programmes that were
held recently to edu-
cate the public about
the pandemic.

This was not enough
to impress one com-
menter who stated:
“Lovell, you guys just
start telling people
about taking vaccine. If

y'all was doing it from
day one, things would
be different! Plus, if
supporters of UPP
don't trust the govern-
ment, why didnt you
encourage your sup-
porters to take it?”

The United Progres-
sive Party may be in
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damage control of
sorts, as one of its ma-
jor candidates — who is
unvaccinated — still re-
covers from COVID 19;
while another candi-
date, who Lovell calls “a
slow decider”, has only
recently taken her shot.
For the UPB COVID
and vaccination have
become political foot-
balls! The party has
been a bit ambivalent
on vaccination, to say
the least, with many
of its candidates rid-
ing the fence when it
comes to encouraging
people to take the vac-
cine, while still encour-
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aging “choice”’. Some
UPP candidates who
are vaccinated are si-
multaneously waging
a whisper campaign,
seemingly to instill
fear in the population.
Yet others are pushing
home-remedies and
what can only be de-
scribed as disinforma-
tion. All this comes at
a time when the gov-
ernment has ramped
up its efforts to get the
country to herd im-
munity. A new vaccine
mandate has seen
thousands of residents
showing up at vaccine
centres to get the jab or

stay off the job without
pay come Friday 1st
October.
Unfortunately, as
many residents have
come to expect, the
mandatory  vaccina-
tion programme has
come under political
fire from the opposi-
tion parties; perhaps
because they have in-
tentionally mis-labeled
it as forced vaccination
— or perhaps because
it (mandatory vaccina-
tion) works!

The mandatory vac-
cination has not only
seen success in the in-
creased number of vac-
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cinations, but in gener-
al support of the policy!
“I was against man-
datory vaccination at
first,” said commenter
Ivor Edwards. “But in a
small island like Anti-
gua, what are the alter-
natives? The Govern-
ment cannot allow the
whole country to suffer
because of the careless
action of a few. Unvac-
cinated individuals are
getting sick and we are
using a lot of money
in the hospital to treat
them for something
that could have been
avoided. Where or
when will it end?”
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Schools reopening
conditional on vaccination;
COVID deaths push past 80!

by Shelton Daniel

y vaccinations for stu-
dents and teachers has
been made a condition for
the reopening of secondary
schools on Monday 4 Oc-
tober 2021 — even though
it is not explicitly named
as such in the weekly Cab-
inet communications by
which the decision was an-
nounced yesterday.

It said, “The Cabinet de-
termined, after consulta-
tions, that all secondary
school students eligible for
the Pfizer vaccine [those
aged 12-17] and all second-
ary school teachers and
ancillary staff who have re-
ceived at least one dose of
any two-dose vaccine, are
to return to face-to-face
classrooms commencing
Monday 4 October 2021.”

The consultations, ac-
cording to the post Cab-
inet briefing notes were
with Director of Education
Clare Browne and Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Rhon-
da Sealy-Thomas who were

“invited to Cabinet to dis-
cuss the policy affecting
the opening of schools and
to provide advice”.

Because of this vaccina-
tion conditionality, “The
opening of the government
secondary schools will be
phased, as determined by
the Ministry of Education,”
the statement added.

However, “All primary
schools will close imme-
diately, despite the regu-
lations which allowed for
them to open on ... condi-
tion that all teachers and
staff are vaccinated ...”

It explained that, for the
primary schools, “An open-
ing date is not yet deter-
mined but the decision will
be examined again in two
weeks. The decision [at the
weekly Cabinet meeting on
Wednesday] was based on
the number of unvaccinat-
ed people and the number
of COVID-19 infected peo-
ple in the wider popula-
tion; fearing that those be-
low 12 years [of age] may
come into contact with in-

fected persons and, in turn,
bring the infection into the
classroom ... Those below
12 ... are not eligible for any
of the available vaccines,
[therefore] teaching by dis-
tance learning is to contin-
ue for these students, both
public and private.”

The 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.
curfew remains in place, for
the time being, pending re-
view in the next two weeks.
The same obtains for the
closure of gyms, bars and
clubs, and the prohibition
of dining-in at restaurants
(including fast food out-
lets) which can only serve
food on a takeaway basis.

Beaches remain off-lim-
its from 5:00 p.m. to 5:00
a.m. Mondays to Saturdays
and are open for only sev-
en hours on Sundays from
5:00 a.m. to midday.

An additional PCR ma-
chine has reportedly been
acquired, that will allow
the Sir Lester Bird Medical
Center to process addition-
al COVID tests and thereby
lessen dependence on the



Caribbean Public Health
Agency (CARPHA) based in
Trinidad.

“The Cabinet was also in-
formed by the CMO that 10
medical doctors who have
yet to commence their in-
ternship, have been hired to
undertake contact tracing.
These numbers are still not
sufficient since the number
of sick and infected people
continues to increase al-
most daily,” the notes dis-
close.

During the live post Cab-
inet media briefing on
Thursday morning, Infor-
mation Minister Nicho-
las said parental consent,
which is required for mi-
nors (under 18 years of age
to get vaccinated) has so far
not proven to be a problem
of significance since the
Pfizer vaccine — approved
for use in 12- to 17-year-
olds — became available in
Antigua and Barbuda.

He said, “Now that we
have made it a requirement
for children 12-[17] to come
forward for the vaccines, we
are not seeing that [paren-
tal hesitancy] at all. From
the last time I did a check,
more than 3,000 children of
the potential 8,000 students
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who are in the ... school
system have already come
forward for the vaccine,
and that number continues
to increase incrementally
on a day-by-day basis; so
we are not seeing the hesi-
tancy in the school popula-
tion at all. In each instance
the Ministry of Health has
asked for parental consent,
and that parental consent
has been forthcoming; so I
don’t think we have an is-
sue with that at all.”

Meanwhile, as we put this
issue of Pointe Xpress to
bed, we have received con-
firmation of more deaths
due to COVID-19, raising
the number shown on the
official Dashboard pub-
lished elsewhere in this pa-
per from 79 to somewhere
in the low- or mid-80s.

A statement on behalf
of Sir Lester Bird Medical
Centre (SLBMC), quotes
Medical Director Dr. Albert
Duncan, thus:

We can confirm that sad-
ly, three patients, have died
at Sir Lester Bird Medical
Centre. They had tested pos-
itive for COVID-19.

Sex: Male

Age: 51 (with comorbidi-
ties)

Admitted: September 6
(severe respiratory distress,
requiring ventilation on ad-
mission)

Date/Time of Death: Sep-
tember 29 at 10pm

Vaccination Status: Un-
vaccinated

Sex: Female

Age: 75 (with comorbidi-
ties)

Admitted: September 18
(severe respiratory distress)

Date/Time of Death: Sep-
tember 29 at 10:51pm

Vaccination Status: Un-
vaccinated

Sex: Female

Age: 86 (with comorbidi-
ties)

Admitted: September 17
(severe respiratory distress)

Date/Time of Death: Sep-
tember 30 at 4:29pm

Vaccination Status: Un-
vaccinated

“Our thoughts and con-
dolences remain with the
patient’s families and loved
ones at this difficult time,” a
sentiment that we at Pointe
Xpress share and would like
to adopt as our own.
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Antigua and Barbuda attends
Seatrade Cruise Global 2021 as

cruise reb
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uilding continues

Antigua and Barbuda’s delegation at the recently concluded Seatrade Cruise Global
2021.

Antigua and Barbuda’s
delegation to the Septem-
ber 27-30 Seatrade Cruise
Global Exhibition and Con-
ference, led by Minister of
Tourism and Investment
the Honourable Charles
Fernandez, comprised of
key partners and represen-

tatives from both the public
and private sector.

The country’s attendance
at the world’s largest glob-
al cruise industry event is
critical to the rebuilding of
the cruise sector post the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Minister Fernandez; CEO

of the Antigua and Barbu-
da Tourism Authority, Colin
C. James; alongside other
Tourism Authority repre-
sentatives; stakeholders
from Calvin Air; The Ren-
dezvous Company and
Brysons Shipping, have
been conducting meetings



and sharing information
with industry partners and
cruise executives.

This global forum, also at-
tended by other Caribbean
tourism officials, allows for
updates within the cruise
industry, insight on the
latest trends and develop-
ments, and the discovery of
marketing campaigns and
strategic recovery plans go-
ing forward in a COVID-19
normal.

A total of 140 entities are
participating with repre-
sentation from focus ar-
eas such as tourism desti-
nations, hospitality, ports,
shipbuilding and infra-
structure, technology, sus-
tainability.

The Antigua and Barbu-
da delegation held over a
dozen face-to-face and vir-
tual meetings with cruise
executives that provided
the opportunity to inform
the stakeholders about the
nation’s capabilities per-
taining to the massive port
development project, tour-
ism infrastructure invest-
ments, the transformation
of eco-friendly Barbuda,
and to place emphasis on
the new mandatory vacci-
nation mandate.

Antigua and Barbuda’s
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‘sun, sea, and safe’ proto-
cols—thatseek to ensure the
safety of the cruise passen-
gers and local communities
alike — were also shared.
These will help to make the
destination a ‘must’ for in-
clusion in the respective
cruise itineraries.

The cruise lines wel-
comed Antigua and Barbu-
da’s robust protocols, par-
ticularly as it relates to the
country’s mandatory vac-
cination policy for arriving
passengers 12 years and
older. The lines were excit-
ed at the efforts of the des-
tination to now facilitate
homeporting, fuel bunker-
ing and, shortly, provide ac-
cess to liquefied natural gas
(LNG). This is now becom-
ing the gold standard for
fuel in the latest generation
of luxury ships.

The destination was able
to confirm 85 calls for the
remainder of the season
with Royal Caribbean’s Oa-
sis-class Harmony of the
Seas, the largest ship in the
world, which will be mak-
ing its inaugural call to An-
tigua on November 24, and
a second call on December
22.

Another notable achieve-
ment in rebuilding the
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cruise sector is the ad-
vent of Virgin Cruises, the
world’s newest cruise line
which will make its inaugu-
ral call on November 17th
2022, plus an additional 14
calls toward the end of the
2022/23 season.

In offering his comments
on the success achieved in
the local cruise industry so
far, Minister of Tourism &
Investment, The Honour-
able Charles Fernandez
said: “The entire tourism
sector, and particularly our
cruise partners, have had an
extremely difficult journey
over the past 18 months.
The fact that the Seatrade
Cruise Global Conference
is taking place this year —
albeit as a hybrid of in-per-
son and virtual meetings
— brings a positive element
of hope to the industry and
faith in its ability to recover
in an impactful way for the
success of all partners. We
are confident that Antigua
and Barbuda has imple-
mented measures that will
allow us to welcome cruise
guests in a safe and sustain-
able manner as we work to
rebuild the sector.”

CEO of the Tourism Au-
thority Colin C. James re-
ported that “Antigua & Bar-
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buda has welcomed 12 port
calls with 2,858 passengers
since the reopening ... the
portin July ... this year. Our
goal is to continue to ne-
gotiate for more calls and
to work with the Antigua
Cruise Port (Global Ports
Holding) to improve the
seamless passenger wel-
come and the product ex-
perience. We are known in
the industry for providing
unique shore excursions
that include a UNESCO
World Heritage site, guided
tours, diving, hiking, and
local culinary immersions.
These will continue, but
will now be done against
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the backdrop of ensuring
the health and safety of our
locals and visiting cruise
guests.”

The cruise industry sec-
tor has become an import-
ant contributor to the na-
tional economy over the
years. Cruise tourism con-
tinues to be an important
pillar in the tourism strat-
egy for Antigua and Bar-
buda; and, as such, cruise
executives from Royal Ca-
ribbean Cruise Lines, Car-
nival, Disney, Princess,
Holland-America, Sea-
borne, Virgin Cruises, MSC,
all confirmed that the cur-
rent 35-40 percent capac-
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ity will grow exponentially
over the next few months.
The destination’s ability to
safely accommodate cruise
passengers will be critical
in allowing the cruise lines
to increase the percentage
of paying passengers back
to 60-70 by year-end. This
commitment by the desti-
nation is directly aligned
with that of the major
cruise lines to carry only
fully vaccinated crew and
passengers. Antigua and
Barbuda looks forward to
safely welcoming back all
of its cruise line partners
and their guests.
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PM Browne wants debt
forgiveness, hot restructuring

Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Hon. Gaston

Browne.

Prime Minister Gaston
Browne has made the case
for small island developing
countries such as Antigua and
Barbuda to be granted debt
forgiveness rather than debt
restructuring as a way out of
the debt crisis they now face.

Speaking in an interview
with CNN International on
Thursday, PM Browne con-
firmed that Antigua and Bar-
buda as well as other Carib-
bean states have accumulated
heavy debt burdens as they
have been forced to borrow
to cope with the challenges
brought on by the COVID-19

pandemic. “All of the countries
ran large deficits as they had to
borrow extensively, thus exac-
erbating their already debt cri-
ses. Therefore the issue of debt
cancelation that we spoke
about months ago remains a
central issue for us in the Ca-
ribbean. We all have unsus-
tainable levels of debts and we
need assistance to reduce our
debts through cancelations.
Additionally, countries in the
Caribbean still require offi-
cial development assistance.
We did receive support from
the International Monetary
Fund, but this only represents

10 percent of what'’s needed,”
he explained. The prime min-
ister made it clear that his call
is for debt cancelation given
the heavy debt overhang with
which many countries are now
coping.

He also emphasised the
need for traditional assistance
to help countries in the Ca-
ribbean navigate the difficul-
ties ahead as the world seeks
to emerge from the many cri-
ses caused by the coronavirus
pandemic.

PM Browne was also asked
to address the issue of vaccine
mandates imposed on all gov-
ernment employees. He said
the decision to go that route
was informed by the need to
protect lives and livelihoods in
the country.

“Ultimately, we want to
make sure that we keep the
deaths and hospitalizations
down to a minimum and we
also had to ensure that we had
a safe environment, not only
for our local population but for
visitors as well,” he remarked.

Effective today, all public
sector workers are required to
have received at least one dose
of the anti-COVID vaccine or
face the possibility not being
paid if they remain so for an
extended period of time.
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Environment Minister discusses
COP26 ambitions for A&B and AOSIS

Minister for Health, Wellness & the Environment, Hon.

Sir Molwyn Joseph.

The Minister of Health,
Wellness & the Environment,
the Hon. Sir Molwyn Joseph,
provided strong remarks to the
global media station CNBC on
the role that Antigua and Bar-
buda and other countries with-
in the Alliance of Small Island
States (AOSIS), which Antigua
and Barbuda currently chairs,
hope to play at the upcoming
Conference of the Parties 26
(COP26).

Minister Joseph spoke to the
issue of climate change as “one

of the most important issues
facing human kind today”. He
urged the G20 to be more am-
bitious in setting goals in the
reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions, and expressed hope
that these developed coun-
tries will make the necessary
commitments at COP26 that
had been expected since the
creation of the groundbreak-
ing Paris Agreement in 2015 at
COP21.

“We have an opportunity in
Glasgow to learn from the mis-

takes [of] the past, and to make
the necessary hard decisions
to rid this global environment
from the ... greenhouse gases
that are undermining human
development, both on the lev-
el of health and the economy.”

The Minister unscored that
despite the fact that the small
islands produce negligible
amounts of greenhouse gas
emissions, they are still setting
ambitious targets. He gave the
example of Antigua and Bar-
buda, stating that by 2030 An-
tigua and Barbuda hopes to
“succeed in converting 100%
of vehicles ... using electricity
rather than fossil fuels”.

The Minister stated that in
these crucial moments, the
global community must make
a commitment to the next
generation. However, he not-
ed that despite the small size
of the countries making up the
AOSIS, the expectation is to
make a big impact at the up-
coming international meeting.

“I think you will find that,
at Glasgow, the small island
states will roar.”

To view the interview, please
visit  https://'www.cnbc.com/
video/2021/09/30/g-20-must-
come-up-with-better-ambi-
tions-at-cop26-antigua-and-
barbuda-lawmalker.html
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Gov’t signs seabed
development agreement

The Government of Antigua and
Barbuda has signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with Od-
yssey Marine Exploration, a global
leader in marine exploration with
over 25 years of experience in the
discovery, validation, and explora-
tion of subsea resources, for a proj-
ect called “The Antigua and Bar-
buda Sustainable Seabed Resource
Development Programme”.

The Government and Odyssey
share the goal of exploring oppor-
tunities in the waters of Antigua and
Barbuda to understand potential
resources in the country’s Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ), and wish to
establish a long-term partnership to
explore respectful and environmen-
tally sustainable activities within the
island’s marine space.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
outlined that the signing of the MoU
is a very important step in exploring
the resources of the seas around the
islands in a sustainable manner.

“Given Odyssey’s extensive his-
tory and record in developing and
executing deep-ocean exploration
projects, we felt they would be an
excellent partner to help us un-
derstand our ocean and seabed re-
sources,” PM Browne added.

“The goal of our Blue Economy
initiative is to support the sustain-
able use of our ocean resources for
economic growth and improved
livelihoods while protecting ocean
health. The first step is a thorough
understanding of our ocean and
seabed resources within our EEZ
which expands up to 200 miles from
our beaches and coastline. We are
pleased to be planning this first step
with Odyssey Marine Exploration
whose advanced capabilities to sur-

vey and map our surrounding ocean
will allow us to understand what
mineral resources may be present,
while also providing invaluable
mapping and environmental data
that will benefit future marine spa-
tial planning, our fisheries, and de-
fining our marine habitat,” said the
Honourable Minister for the Blue
Economy, Dean Jonas.

“Odyssey is excited to enter into
this partnership with the Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda who
share our love and respect of the
ocean. Our global team of scientists,
environmental experts, and deep-
ocean professionals will collaborate
on the project with the Government
and local stakeholders, sea users
and academic institutions. We are
developing a robust deep-sea explo-
ration programme that includes sci-
entific and environmental studies,
the data from which will be shared
with the Government and will con-
tribute to the overall understanding
of Antigua and Barbuda’s ocean re-
sources,” said John Longley, Odys-
sey President and COO.

“We are committed to conduct-
ing our marine exploration activities
in an environmentally and socially
responsible manner. At this early
stage, exploration activities include
marine scientific research with lim-
ited sampling to understand the
environment, and do not have any
material impact to the marine en-
vironment. We want to assure the
government and people of Antigua
and Barbuda that we continuously
monitor and evaluate the environ-
ment and our processes, and if at
any point data indicates that serious
harm would occur, we re-assess the
project.”

A

Hon. Dean Jonas, Minis-
ter responsible for the Blue
Economy.

This subsea exploration pro-
gramme has the potential to un-
lock a host of economic, societal
and scientific benefits for the na-
tion through capacity building pro-
grammes, acquired scientific data,
and Odyssey’s engagement of local
businesses and services while oper-
ating on and offshore in Antigua and
Barbuda.

Exploration activities will pro-
vide data to help the Government
develop Maritime Blue Economy
initiatives in an environmentally re-
sponsible manner. Throughout the
planning and operational phases
of the exploration programme, Od-
yssey is committed to working with
local sea users, fisheries and the
tourism industry of Antigua and
Barbuda to ensure the project does
not interfere with their work.

The planning phase is in early
stages and will take place over the
next several months. All facets of the
exploration programme will be ap-
proved by the appropriate Govern-
ment agencies prior to taking place.
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The UWI Five Islands
recognises AUA for
donation of lab equipment
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Professor Williams receives one of the items donated from AUA. (from left): Dr. Curtis Charles, Di-
rector of Academic Affairs; Professor Densil Williams, Principal, The UWI Five Islands Campus;
Mr Vernon Solomon, Vice President of Administration & Community Affairs, American Univer-
sity of Antigua (AUA); and Professor Eulalia Kahwa, Nursing Consultant, The UWI Five Islands

Campus.

The University of the
West Indies, Five Islands
Campus received a do-
nation of lab equipment
from the American Univer-

sity of Antigua (AUA) as it
continues to build its pro-
grammes in the School of
Health & Behavioural Sci-
ences. The handover took

place at The UWI Five Is-
lands Campus on Friday
24th September and was
attended by officials from
both institutions.



Principal of The
UWI Five Islands
Campus, Profes-
sor Densil Williams
thanked AUA for
their  generosity
and timely dona-
tion.

He noted that
building relation-
ships in the aca-
demic ecosystem
was important and
AUA was a natural
partner  through
its experience in
growing a world
class educational
experience in Anti-
gua.

Professor  Wil-
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liams acknowl-
edged that the col-
laboration with
AUA - which has
excellent physical
infrastructure and
a strong academic
corps — will bene-
fit the training of
health workers for
Antigua and Bar-
buda and, by ex-
tension, the OECS.

Vice President
of Administration
& Community Af-
fairs, Vernon Sol-
omon acknowl-
edged the exciting
opportunity pre-
sented to AUA to

work with The UWI
Five Islands Cam-
pus. He noted that
while there is a void
in the healthcare
system in the areas
of medicine and
nursing, the vision
of filling these gaps
with quality profes-
sionals is shared by
both institutions.

Mr Solomon
added that this
collaboration by

institutions in the
country can only
help to produce
better physicians
and nurses for An-
tigua and Barbuda

LocAL NEws [

and the region.
The donation
of lab equipment
forms part of a wid-
er collaboration
between The UWI
Five Islands Cam-
pus and American
University of Anti-
gua. This collabo-
ration will see the
universities [ex-
ploring] inter-pro-
fessional collab-
oration between
the medical and
nursing students,
as well as other key
areas in the health
education sector.

NOTICE

To: Her Worship,

The Licensing Magistrate.
District “A” Magistrate court
Grays farm

St John's Antigua

To: Commissioner of Police
Police headquarters
American road

St Johns Antigua

Dear Sir/ Madame,

NOTICE

To: Her Worship,

The Licensing Magistrate.
District “A” Magistrate court
Grays farm

St John's Antigua

To: Commissioner of Police
Police headquarters
American road

St Johns Antigua

Dear Sir/ Madame,

Re:Notice-Application for TavernLicense

I, Kareem Nicholas of McKinnon'’s, with registered busi-
ness is situate at Dickenson bay in St John’s Antigua and
Barbuda, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that it is my intention
to apply at the next sitting of the liquor licensing court to
be held at the Magistrate’s Court, Gray’s Farm, St. John’s
Antigua on Thursday 7th October, 2021, next ensuring, for a
Liquor Licensing Pursuant to Section 11(5) of the Licensing
(Intoxicating Liquor) Act, Cap 249 of the Laws of Antigua
and Barbuda, 1992 Revised Edition, in respect of premises
known as “Kareem’s Salt Life Tours” situate at St John-
ston Village in St John’s Antigua and Barbuda.

Dated the 15th day of September ,2021

Re: Notice-Application for Tavern License

l, Cheryl Thompson of McKinnon'’s, with registered busi-
ness is situate at Dickenson bay in St John’s Antigua and
Barbuda, DO HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that it is my intention
to apply at the next sitting of the liquor licensing court to
be held at the Magistrate’s Court, Gray's Farm, St. John’s
Antigua on Thursday 7th October, 2021, next ensuring, for a
Liquor Licensing Pursuant to Section 11(5) of the Licensing
(Intoxicating Liquor) Act, Cap 249 of the Laws of Antigua
and Barbuda, 1992 Revised Edition, in respect of premises
known as “JamPlus” situate at St Johnston Village in St
John’s Antigua and Barbuda.

Dated the 15th day of September ,2021
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Sandals Foundation aids
Wallings Nature Reserve to

% 1
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Wallings Nature Reserve volunteers planting fru

reh i_Iitate Snal Hill .

it and forest trees towards the reha-

bilitation of Signal Hill. The programme is funded by the Sandals Foundation and
forms part of biodiversity protection and climate action activities.

Six hundred
(600) fruit and for-
est trees are set to
be planted for the
rehabilitation of
the island’s second
highest peak, Signal
Hill.

Standing at 1,198
ft. or 365 meters,

Signal Hill has over
the years been af-
fected by fires lit
by persons trying
to access the area.
The result has been
the loss of healthy
forest coverage and
overgrowth of the
invasive lemon-

grass plant.

Now, as part of
the Sandals Foun-
dation’s commit-
ment to climate
action across the
Caribbean, the
philanthropic arm
of Sandals Resorts
International (SRI)

has donated some
US $15,000 to the
community-run
Wallings Nature
Reserve for labour,
personnel,  tools,
equipment, travel
and planting of the
600 trees by No-
vember this year.



One hundred and sev-
enty-one (171) trees have
been planted to date, with
the reforestation project
also set to clean and ex-
pand the existing water
catchment area.

Refica Attwood, Execu-
tive Director at the Wall-
ings Nature Reserve, says
the decision to plant fruit
trees was strategic of the
community-based orga-
nization. “We want to en-
sure food security and so
were planting majority
fruit trees to ensure that
future generations can al-
ways count on the Wall-
ings Nature Reserve to
provide food. In the next 5
years, persons will be able
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to have breadfruit, lemons,
tangerines and others even
as they're hiking in the Re-
serve.”

Heidi Clarke, Executive
Director at the Sandals
Foundation, says: “Protect-
ing our natural resourc-
es has never before been
more important. We will
continue to partner with
organizations like Wall-
ings, because we share a
common goal of strength-
ening and conserving our
region’s biodiversity.”

Clarke continued, “To-
gether, we hope to show-
case the natural beauty of
our islands while also uti-
lizing these nature reserves
to teach the importance of

LocaL News [

biodiversity to both locals
and visitors alike.”

The Signal Hill Rehabili-
tation Project forms part of
the Sandals Foundation’s
climate action commit-
ment under the Caribbe-
an Tree Planting Project
which is being coordinat-
ed by the Caribbean Phil-
anthropic Alliance in col-
laboration with Trees That
Feed Foundation and the
Clinton Global Initiative.

The foundation aims
to plant over 10,000 trees
across the Caribbean by
June 2022 with an expan-
sive planting progamme
also being executed in Gre-
nada, Jamaica and The Ba-
hamas.

Ellis Richards
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COVID Dashboard Update
for September 30th 2021

The most recent re-
port received by the
Ministry of Health,

Wellness & the Environ- 79. Consequently, the
ment from the Sir Les- total number of per- m
ter Bird Medical Centre sons with laboratory

(SLBMC) revealed 43
new laboratory con-
firmed COVID-19 cases
in Antigua and Barbu-
da as of Tuesday 28th
September 2021 at 6:00
p.am.

Seventy-four  (74)
samples were pro-
cessed at SLBMC and
180 at the Caribbean
Public Health Agency
(CARPHA).

Seventy-two (72) re-
covered cases were re-

COVID-19 related
deaths were recorded,
increasing the total to

confirmed COVID-19
cases in Antigua and
Barbuda is 3,231; which
is inclusive of 946 active
cases.

There are 48 hospi-
talized cases; 28 mild,
13 moderate and 10 se-
vere. Meanwhile, Anti-
gua and Barbuda has
fully vaccinated 42,427
individuals while 9,444
have only received their
first dose.

The dashboard has

% COVID-19
ANTIGUA & BARBUDA DASHEOARD

= 0 2 CONID-19 statistics a3 of J8th September at fpm e Tt

- Vaccination statistics as of 29th Seprember 2021
Published on: 30th Septernber 2021
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Raven Joseph signs matriculation register at the 2021 matriculation ceremony.

Raven Joseph is the
2021/2022 top matriculant
for The UWI Five Islands
Campus. Ms. Joseph was
recognised at the 2021 Ma-
triculation Ceremony which
was held virtually on Friday
24th September 2021 due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ms. Joseph is the first
daughter of Mureene Quin-
land and Patrick Joseph. Ra-
ven began her educational
journey at the Seventh-Day
Adventist Primary School.
She later advanced to Anti-
gua Girls High School. While
at Antigua Girls High School,
she was a member of the
Optimist Club, the Universi-
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ty and College Christian Fel-
lowship and the Volleyball
Club.

On completion of her sec-
ondary education she re-
ceived awards for outstand-
ing performances in French,
Spanish and History. She
was also a 2018 National
CSEC Gold Awardee, having
successfully passed 10 CSEC
subjects.

Miss Joseph then attend-
ed the Antigua State Col-
lege where she completed
a CAPE Associate’s Degree
programme in Modern Lan-
guages and also graduated
on the Honour Roll, being
recognised as the Most Out-
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fdp 2021 matriculant

at _Fielslnds!

standing Student in the Hu-
manities Department.

In addition to her academ-
ic, Raven enjoys socializing
with family and friends, Net-
flix, and playing sports.

She will pursue a Bache-
lor of Science Degree in Hu-
man Resource Management
at the School of Business &
Management.

One 197 students matric-
ulated to The UWI Five Is-
lands Campus for the aca-
demic year 2021/2022.

This year also saw the
first students entering pro-
grammes in the School of
Science, Computing & Arti-
ficial Intelligence.
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No such thing as ‘turns’ for
Commonwealth Secretary-General

By Sir Ronald Sanders

(ThewriterisAn-
tigua and Barbu-
da's Ambassador
to the United States
and the Organiza-
tion of American
States. He is also
a Senior Fellow
at the Institute of
Commonwealth
Studies at the Uni-
versity of London
and Massey Col-
lege in the Univer-
sity of Toronto. The
views expressed are
entirely his own)

The announce-
ment by the Presi-
dentofKenya, Uhu-
ru Kenyatta, that
his  government
has nominated the
countrys  energy
minister, Monica
Juma, for the post
of Commonwealth
Secretary-General,
has re-opened the
contention  sur-
rounding “turns” to
hold the post.

However, there
is no such thing as
‘turns’ in the rules
of the Common-

wealth, and the
concept of ‘turns’
has never been
used as a criterion
for proposing can-
didates for the job.
‘Turns’ is a con-
trivance  utilised
by  governments
of countries in re-
gions of the world
that have not held
the post. The job
of Secretary-Gen-
eral has always
been open to any
Commonwealth
citizen qualified for
consideration by

the Heads of Gov-
ernment.  Below,
I set out the Sec-
retaries-General
of the Common-
wealth from the in-
ception of the job;
the countries from
which they came;
and the candidates
who  challenged
them, to demon-
strate that ‘turns’
is a stratagem of
recent vintage
which, if slavish-
ly followed, would
deprive the Com-
monwealth of the
best talents to carry
out the vital duties
of Secretary-Gen-
eral.

In 1965, when
the Heads of Gov-
ernment  elected
the Canadian Ar-
nold Smith as Sec-
retary-General,
there were five oth-
er contenders from
Australia, New Zea-
land, Sierra Leone
and Ceylon (now

Sri Lanka).

In 1975 and
again in 1980,
Shridath  ‘Sonny’

Ramphal of Guy-
ana was elected
unopposed, but he
was unsuccessfully
challenged by an
Indian in 1985. In
1990, Emeka Any-
aoku of Nigeria
was elected, having
fended off a strong
contender in Mal-
colm Fraser of Aus-
tralia. Term limits
were then limited
to two, and Anya-
oku was re-elected
in 1995 when the
period of a term
was reduced from
five to four years.

In 2000, Don
McKinnon on New
Zealand was elect-
ed, but he had to
fight off a chal-
lenge from Farook
Sobhan of Bangla-
desh. In 2008, Ka-
malesh Sharma of
India was elected,
but faced a strong
challenge from
Michael Frendo of
Malta. In 2014, the
contenders were
Baroness Scotland
(nominated by
Dominica and pro-



moted by Britain where
she had been Attor-
ney-General and contin-
uestobeamemberofthe
British House of Lords)
along with Mmasekgoa
Masire-Mwamba of Bo-
tswana and me from An-
tigua and Barbuda.

The Commonwealth
secretaries-general,
therefore, have come
from: Canada, Guyana,
Nigeria, New Zealand,
India, Dominica. In
terms of regions and the
contrivance of ‘turns,
this translates into: Can-
ada, Caribbean, Africa,
Pacific, Asia, Caribbean.

But if ‘turns’ were re-
ally the criterion, after
India (Asia) it should not
have been the Caribbe-
an’s ‘turn’; it should have
been the turn of Europe
(either Cyprus or Malta),
and if Europe gave-up its
‘turn, it should have gone
to Canada - at which
point the cycle should
have been re-started.

However, the reality is
that there is no such cri-
terion as ‘turns’ for the
job of Commonwealth
SG. And if there is, then
the Caribbean jumped
its turn in 2015 and it
should now definite-
ly be the turn of either
Malta or Cyprus before
returning to Canada. If
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not, Europe and North
America are being de-
nied the chance of nomi-
nating candidates for the
post. The idea of region-
al ‘turns’ is limiting and
self-defeating.

Some countries in the
Caribbean are insisting
that it is the Caribbean’s
“turn” to hold the post for
two terms (eight years).
Therefore, even though
English Baroness Patricia
Scotland was elected (os-
tensibly as coming from
the Caribbean because
she was born in Domi-
nica, which she left at the
age of two) for the term
2016 to 2020, it is con-
tended by her Caribbe-
an supporters that she is
entitled to a second term
running from April 2020
t0 2024.

The story gets com-
plicated because the
Baroness’ elected-term
officially ended in April
2020. But because of the
COVID-19  pandemic,
Commonwealth Heads
of Government could
not meet to consider
candidates for the term
2020 to 2024. Conse-
quently, the Baroness
was allowed to remain in
the post until such time
as the election could be
held. She has, therefore,
not only served the term

forwhich she was elected
by a majority of one vote
with several abstentions,
she has also segued into
a further year and six
months, so far, into an
unelected term.

This period has not
been uncontroversial.
In February 2020, Boris
Johnson, who has been
serving as Chair of the
Commonwealth since
2019 when he was elect-
ed Prime Minister of
Great Britain, stated in
a letter to all Common-
wealth Heads of Govern-
ment that a majority of
them had indicated to
him their rejection of a
plan “to offer Lady Scot-
land another four years
in office”. The leaders
agreed only to a short
three-month extension
of her contract which
ended on 31 March 2020.

As it turned out, the
Heads of Government
meeting, slated for
Rwanda in June 2020,
was postponed twice —
first to June 2021, and
now to later this year.

The Government of
Kenya now feels that — in
so far as it believes ‘turns’
exist — the Caribbean has
had its turn and now it
is Africa’s turn. Signifi-
cantly, African coun-
tries did not support the
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British Baroness at the
2015 election in Mal-
ta. They stood solidly
behind the Botswana
candidate, Mmasekgoa
Masire-Mwamba, in the
second round of vot-
ing. I was eliminated in
the first round because
promised African votes
went to Masire-Mwam-
ba.

In reality, the notion of
‘turns’ was never a crite-
rion for the job and per-
sons are only elected for
one term at a time. The
criterion for the job was
—and should be —a Com-
monwealth citizen with
a proven track record of
knowledge and experi-
ence of Commonwealth
affairs; a deep commit-
ment to its values; a vi-
sion of therole it can play
in effectively serving the
interests of each of its 54
states, especially its 32
small members; and ad-
vancing the Common-
wealth as a force for good
in global affairs.

There should be a
contest for the post, and
outstanding candidates
from anywhere in the
Commonwealth should
contend without restric-
tion.

Responses and previ-
ous commentaries: WWWw.
sirronaldsanders.com
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Lovell’s attack on
healthcare workers
MUST be condemned!

Dear Editor: It is unde-
niable that we are living
in unprecedented times.
While this is not the
world’s first experience
of a pandemic, it is the
first in the era of global-
ization. Social media and
the ease with which the
world connects by air and
sea have truly caused us
all to be more connected
than ever before.

Once upon a time, peo-
ple used to get away with
unrecorded utterances
and hearsay that lingered
in the memories of those
who heard and repeated
them. Virtually nothing
remains hidden in to-
day’s world. Every acci-
dental or unintentional
or downright reckless
word spoken, action tak-
en, or word written, is ca-
pable of being captured
and irretrievably repost-
ed across social media. Harold Lovell wearing one of his many different
Unfortunate, sometimes, faces or personas.
but that is the simple




truth about our world to-
day.

The fact that the indi-
vidual has so little control
over where the things we
say or do can end up, once
they have been record-
ed, requires a great deal of
self-control, responsibili-
ty and awareness. Anyone
who leads, and those who
aspire to lead a country,
must demonstrate a greater
degree of composure, con-
sciousness and self-regula-
tion for the things they say,
far more than the average
Joe.

I have listened to Har-
old Lovell for many years
now — for probably the last
three decades as he rose
to some degree of politi-
cal relevance — and I have
become more and more
disenchanted each time. I
accept blame for my high
threshold of political for-
bearance. But, as a citizen,
I believe he deserved to be
heard; because, at the end
of the day, he has offered to
serve over many decades
and that, in and of itself, is
a remarkable sacrifice.

His sacrifice is probably
more historical than any-
thing else, as there is no
other politician in the his-
tory of Antigua and Bar-
buda who has lost more
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contested elections than
Harold Lovell. To contin-
ue doing what he does at
this stage of his life is ei-
ther a show of inspirational
commitment, or a sign of
something that requires a
professional diagnosis that
[ am unqualified to offer.

One would think that
after so many years of be-
ing an attorney and hav-
ing served in government,
that the leader of the Unit-
ed Progressive Party would
have more empathy for the
persons that he worked
alongside for the 10 years
he spent in office. His di-
aphanous attempt at ex-
pressing care and concern
forwhatis happening—with
the recent escalation in the
death rate for persons con-
tracting COVID-19 - is as
translucent as can be. This
is nothing short of a swipe
at all the professionals who
sacrifice time, family and -
above all, self — to save lives
in this country.

Politicians do not pro-
vide healthcare and his ob-
viously pretentious expres-
sions were aimed at trying
to convince anyone who
would listen that there may
be an issue of political lead-
ership contributing to this.

This hypocritical and
disingenuous attack of our
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healthcare workers should
be strongly condemned.
Leave them out of your
political desperation and
thirst to see government
from the inside again. It is
unbecoming of someone of
your experience and stat-
ure. Call on people to take
care of their health; to go
to their doctors at the first
signs of COVID-19 or any
otherillness; and, above all,
encourage them to get vac-
cinated — especially those
with comorbidities.

At the end of the day, I
sometimes see politicians
as superheroes not be-
cause they have any special
powers but their responsi-
ble actions can help save
a life. They withstand a
barrage of attacks on their
reputation and person, and
still manage to walk away
unscathed most times — at
least to our eyes.

But then you have those
who seem to speak irre-
sponsibly faster than a
speeding bullet, overload
you with more promis-
es than they can carry in a
locomotive, and amazing-
ly, leap over and then land
in ignorance with a single
bound.

Tracee L.
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African, Caribbean nations press
ahead with new partnershlp

Barbados Today - Trade
and investment links be-
tween the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
and the African Union
(AU) are in line for major
strengthening as officials
of the African Import-Ex-
port Bank (Afreximbank)
hold talks with officials in
Bridgetown and the rest of
the region.

President of Afrexim-
bank, Professor Dr. Bene-
dict Oramah said he was
eager to see major trade
taking place between Afri-
ca and the Caribbean.

He told a press briefing
on Wednesday that upon
his return to Cairo, he
would be discussing with
his Board members the
possibility of establishing
a US$250 million facility
to help with the intended
trade of goods and services
between the two regions.

Professor Oramah indi-
cated that he has already
met with the Secretary
General of CARICOM,
Dr. Carla Barnett, Prime
Minister Mia Mottley, and
several interest groups in-
cluding the local business
community and youth en-
trepreneurs.

“We have agreed in
principle that Africa Ex-
port-Import Bank will put
in place an initial amount
of US$250 million in a fa-
cility we are going to call
Africa-Caribbean Trade &
Investment Financing Fa-
cility. We will put that facil-
ity in place so that banks,

companies, if they want to
do business among them-
selves, there is financing
to support it. We believe
this is the first hurdle we
must cross and so we are
going to go back and get
the Board to consider it
and approve it as quickly
as possible,” he said.

He said several priority
areas have already been
identified where coopera-
tion must be strengthened
including tourism and di-
rect air, shipping and com-
munication links.

“We must develop lo-
gistics facilities and also
work to begin to diversify
the economies of the Ca-
ribbean,” he said.

“We have to find ways
of also creating opportuni-
ties for investment for Afri-
can businesses who want
to invest in the Caribbe-
an, and a lot of Caribbean
businesses want to invest
in Africa,” he added.

“The Afreximbank will
be taking some Caribbean
students on internships
every year. We are also
discussing how to attach
some young entrepre-
neurs from the Caribbe-
an in big African corpo-
rations and vice versa. So
these interventions and
other plans we are putting
in place, and we will have
continued dialogue at the
leadership and political
level and also at the busi-
ness level,” he explained.

Declaring that every-
one he came into contact

President of Afreximbank, Professor Dr. Benedict Ora-

f"-—

mah; and Prime Minister Mia Mottley.

with was “ready” for the
expansion of trade and
investment opportunities
in Africa, Dr. Oramah said
he was expecting a trade
agreement to be put in
place.

“One of the discus-
sions we are having here
in Barbados is the possi-
bility of launching the Ca-
ribbean-Africa Free Trade
Agreement. I believe that
the Africa Continental
Free Trade Area Secretari-
at (AfCFTA), as well as the
CARICOM Secretariat,
would find this very good
because that is the only
way to begin to convert
the intention into some-
thing concrete. I would not
be surprised if in the very
near future these discus-
sions commence,” he said.

Dr. Oramah said he
was not pleased with the
current low levels of trade
taking place across the
borders, pointing out that
Prime Minister Mottley,
who has been champion-
ing greater ties between
CARICOM and Africa,
would continue to engage
her CARICOM colleagues
on the matter.

“We agreed how to take
things forward. We ex-
pect that we would be the
bridge to link businesses
here in the Caribbean and
the businesses in Africa.
There is a lot of interest to
get this started,” he said,
giving the assurance that
he would keep up the mo-
mentum.

“We didn't come here
to convince anybody. We
came here to implement
our plan. So everything
went very well. We are
just pinning down going
through the granular de-
tails to know what we have
to do to show results as
quickly as possible. There
is no doubt this is one way
of improving the lives of
our people. We cannot
continue the old way be-
cause the old way has not
worked for us. We must
find new ways,” he said.

Oramah was unable to
sayhowsoonbusinessesin
CARICOM or Affrica could
expect to trade across the
regions but said he was ex-
pecting all the policies to
be in place soon, and that
it would depend heavily
on political will.



Sandra Russell

CMC - Acting Chief
Justice Roxane George
on Wednesday awarded
compensation  totalling
GUY$3.1 million (One
Guyana dollar = US$0.008
cents) to a 56-year-old Ja-
maican woman who had
been illegally detained in
prison for eight months.

Attorney Darren Wade
had filed the multi-mil-
lion-dollar lawsuit against
the State for breach of San-
dra Russell's fundamental
rights to freedom after she
was unlawfully impris-
oned by members of the
Guyana Police Force.

Russell had asked the
State for GUY$10 million
per day for every day she

FRIDAY 1 OCTOBER 2021

had been in unlawful cus-
tody, in excess of GUY$20
million for the inhumane
and degrading treatment
she had endured in the
lockups, GUY$20 million
for the breach of her free-
dom of movement, and
GUY$50 million for false
imprisonment.

She had been wrongful-
ly detained at the East La
Penitence Police Station in
the capital, Georgetown,
shortly after being released
from prison after serving
a sentence for trafficking
narcotics.

Russell said she had
become depressed and
stressed since the venti-
lation at the station was
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Court awards multi-million dollar
compensatlon to Jamaican woman

poor and she was forced to
sleep on a thin mattress on
the concrete floor.

In 2018, Russell was
sentenced to eight months
in prison and fined
GUY$135,000 by Chief
Magistrate Ann McLen-
nan for the possession
of 70 grams of cannabis.
But she had her sentence
reduced to three-and-a-
half months. However,
on November 10th 2018,
Russell was released into
the custody of a female
Immigration Officer who
told her that she would
be deported to Jamaica.
But that never material-
ized. Instead she was kept
in custody at the East La
Penitence Police Station
and released eight months
later on GUY$10,000 bail
on July 7th 2019. Lawyers
representing the State had
asked the High Court to
dismiss the application,
claiming that the Jamai-
can Consulate in Guyana
could not ascertain Rus-
sell’s identity and links to
Jamaica ... [This] prompt-
ed further investigations
since her deportation was
now complicated.

The lawyers argued
that Russell was kept in
custody according to the
Immigration Act and was
considered a “prohibited
immigrant” while an in-
vestigation was being con-
ducted on her identity.

But, in her ruling, the
acting Chief Justice said,

“The State must do bet-
ter as regards to facilities
for the incarceration of
persons. “The claim of so-
called third world status
cannot be permitted as a
continual excuse for poor
conditions and cannot be
countenanced as being
the best the State can do.”

Justice George said that
under the Immigration
Act, the applicant should
have been kept in custody
for three months while a
tribunal was established.

She awarded Russell
GUY$2.5 million for com-
pensatory damages as well
as GUY$600,000 for being
subjected to poor condi-
tions while being wrong-
fully detained.

The State has also
been ordered to pay
GUY$250,000 in costs.

The Acting Chief Jus-
tice also ordered that Rus-
sell should leave Guyana
as soon as possible at her
own expense.

“Since the applicant is
not a citizen of Guyana
and has clearly overstayed
her time, unless some ac-
commodation is grant-
ed by the State, she must
leave. This should not be at
the expense of the State. As
such, unless she can stand
the expenses of her return
to her home country, such
expense is to be deducted
from the award,” Justice
George said.
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Eastern Caribbean countries

overwhelmed by COVID pandemic

PAHO - A senior offi-
cial of the Pan Ameri-
can Health Organization
(PAHO) on Wednesday
said the health systems in
most of the islands in the
Eastern Caribbean have
“limited capacities” to re-
spond to the community
spread of the coronavirus
(COVID-19).

“In most of the Eastern
Caribbean countries we
are observing the situation
of community transmis-
sion with limited addition-
al capacity to respond and
the risk of health services
becoming overwhelmed
in the context of the pre-
dominant Delta variant
circulation,” Dr. Sylvain
Aldighieri, PAHO’s deputy
director, told the weekly
PAHO news conference.

He repeated a state-
ment issued by the Bar-
bados-based PAHO office
in the Caribbean that in-
dicated nearly 8,000 con-
firmed new coronavirus
cases had been reported
over the last three weeks
of September, a 52 per-
cent increase over the
4,231 cases recorded last
month in Barbados, Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Domi-
nica, Grenada, St. Lucia, St.
Kitts-Nevis and St Vincent
and the Grenadines.

He said the increase of
cases is largely noted in
persons who are unvac-
cinated and the new re-
ported cases also showed
a proportion of the cases,
15-25 percent, to be chil-
dren under the age of 18
years old driven by the

Dr. Sylvain Aldighieri, PAHO’s Deputy Director

highly transmissible Delta
Variant of Concern.

PAHO said in the last
seven days, the increase in
number of cases is led by
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines (231.8 percent, rep-
resenting 282 new cases),
followed by St. Lucia (36.2
per cent or 872 new cases),
and Antigua and Barbuda
(74.2 per cent).

“In this context, a larger
combination of measures
needs to be put in place
to limit the transmission,
manage the cases, and
ensure the control of the
epidemic,” Dr. Aldighieri
told the virtual news con-
ference.

He said the particular
focus should be on pre-
vention and early detec-
tion of “potential super
spreading events,” adding,

“I would like to stress the
recommendations of the
Pan American Health Or-
ganization that individuals
are encouraged to accept
COVID-19 vaccinations
when offered.”

He said individuals
shouldalso “quickly
practice the preventive
measures.

“I would like to assure
the countries and our part-
ners in the Caribbean that
the Pan American Health
Organization continues to
provide test kits and lab-
oratory supplies, oxygen
concentrators, in addi-
tion to the deployment of
emergency medical teams
that have been deployed at
the moment to assist.”

Earlier this week, PAHO
warned regional coun-
tries that the presence of

variants of concern (VOC)
is to be considered with
the high transmission,
and that one of the rea-
sons why variants might
emerge are the ‘selection
pressures’ brought about
by widespread transmis-
sion of the virus.

PAHO said the impor-
tance of limiting transmis-
sion to reduce the risk of
the emergence of variants
of concern cannot be over-
stated.

“Variants of concern are
known to spread more
easily, cause more severe
disease, escape the body’s
immune response, change
clinical presentation, or
decrease effectiveness
of known tools — public
health measures, diagnos-
tics, treatments, and vac-
cines.”



CMC - The chairman
of the beleaguered Po-
lice Service Commission
(PSC) resigned on Thurs-
day amid controversy
over the selection of the
twin-island  republic’s
next top cop.

A brief statement from
the Office of the Presi-
dent indicated that Pres-
ident Paula-Mae Weekes
“today accepted the res-
ignation with immediate
effect of Ms. Bliss Seeper-
sad as Chair[person] and
Member of the Police
Service Commission”.

Seepersad is the last
member of the PSC to
step down, following
Courtney McNish, Dr.
Susan Craig-James and
Roger Kawalsingh who
resigned between last
week and this week.

The three had dis-
agreed with Seepersad’s
handling of issues that
arose after the PSC be-
gan selection of a Police
Commissioner.

Gary Griffith, whose
three-year contract as
Commissioner of Police
(COP) ended on August
17th 2021, was to remain
acting in that position
until completion of the
selection process for the
post.

He went on two weeks’
vacation leave in ear-
ly September, during
which time Deputy
Commissioner of Po-
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lice McDonald Jacob
performed the duties
of COP. However, Grif-
fith was suspended in
a letter from Seepersad
dated September 17, in
which he was instruct-
ed to immediately cease
reporting for duty until
further notice.

The notice of suspen-
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T&T: Police Service
Commission completely
crumbles as chairman resigns

sion was withdrawn six
days later after Griffith
agreed to go on volun-
tary leave pending the
outcome of an investi-
gation into allegations of
corruption in the grant-
ing of firearm users’ li-
cences and possible
interference in a police
investigation against the

- _-"' : .'“-.'- % "'F.

Ms. Bliss Seepersad

head of the legal unit in
the Trinidad and Tobago
Police Service (TTPS).

Despite the withdraw-
al of the letter, Griffith
is set to return to court
on November 10 to seek
a declaration from the
court that his suspen-
sion was unlawful.
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Ethiopia orders expulsion of top
UN officials for ‘meddling’

Al Jazeera - Ethiopia’s
government has ordered
the expulsion of seven
senior United Nations
officials from the coun-
try for “meddling” in its
internal affairs.

The move on Thurs-
day came as humanitar-
ian workers have been
sounding the alarm
about limited access to
the embattled Tigray re-
gion, which has been
racked by conflict for
nearly 11 months.

The seven officials,
who include individu-
als from the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and United
Nations Office for the
Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (UN-
OCHA), have been de-
clared “persona non
grata” and given 72 hours
to leave the country, a
statement by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs said
on Thursday.

Grant Leaity, deputy
humanitarian coordina-
tor for OCHA; and Adele
Khodr, UNICEF repre-
sentative in Ethiopia,
were among those ex-
pelled.

OCHA’s Kwesi Sanscu-
lotte, Saeed Moahmoud
Hersi, Ghada Eltahir Mi-
dawi and Marcy Vigo-
da were also ordered to
leave; along with Sonny
Onyegbula of the UN Of-
fice of the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said he

was “shocked” by the ex-
pulsion, the UN spokes-
person Stephanie Trem-
blay told a news briefing.

“We are now engaging
with the government of
Ethiopia in the expecta-
tion that the concerned
UN [personnel] will be
allowed to continue their
important work,” Trem-
blay said.

Al Jazeera’s diplomat-
ic correspondent James
Bays, reporting from the
UN headquarters in New
York, said the Ethiopian
government’s move had
caused “very deep con-
cern” at the UN.

He noted that the UN
chief has pursued “a very
quiet, patient diplomacy
... not saying too much,
at least initially in pub-
lic, not condemning it
too much, because he
thought he could nudge

[Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed] in the right di-
rection”.

“[But] that strategy
has clearly not worked,”
Bays said.

Separately, the US said
it will impose sanctions
related to Ethiopia’s “ab-
sent significant prog-
ress’, White House press
secretary Jen Psaki ex-
plained.

Earlier, in a briefing
with reporters, Psaki said
the Biden administration
condemns a move by the
Ethiopian government to
expel UN officials, two
days after the UN aid
chief warned that people
in the northern region of
Tigray were likely expe-
riencing famine due to a
government blockade of
aid.

Fighting in Ethiopia’s
northern Tigray region

has been raging between
federal forces and those
aligned with the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) since Novem-
ber 2020. Thousands of
people have died in the
conflict marked by gang
rapes, mass expulsions
and the destruction of
medical centres.

Findings from a joint
investigation into the
war by the UN Human
Rights Office and the
government-created
Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission — a rare
setup that has drawn
concern and criticism —
are scheduled for release
on November 1.

It was not immediate-
ly clear if the probe will
be affected by the ex-
pulsion of Onyegbula, a
UN member of the joint
team.
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Chaos in the UK: pumps dry,
medicines disrupted and pig cull fears

(Reuters) — More than
two thousand British
gas stations were still
dry on Thursday due
to a shortage of truck
drivers which was start-
ing to disrupt deliveries
to pharmacies, while
farmers warned a lack
of butchers could lead
to a massive cull of pigs.

In a chaotic week
where fights broke out
at gas stations and peo-
ple filled up old wa-
ter bottles with petrol,
British ministers have
repeatedly said the cri-
sis was easing, though
they ordered soldiers
on Wednesday to start
driving fuel tankers.

Ministers have re-
jected accusations that
the trucker shortage
was caused by Brit-
ain’s withdrawal from
the European Union,

pointing to similar
shortfalls elsewhere
after COVID-19 lock-
downs halted thou-
sands of truck driver
tests.

The Petrol Retail-

ers Association (PRA),
which represents 65%
of Britain’s 8,380 fore-
courts, said members
reported on Thursday
that 27% of pumps were
dry, 21% had just one
fuel type in stock, and
52% had enough petrol
and diesel.

“This is running out

: er walks '

is trpleting a fuel delivery to a BP

filling station in Hersham, Britain, September 30, 2021

quicker than usual due
to unprecedented de-
mand,” said PRA Exec-
utive Director Gordon
Balmer who said he
was still hearing of ver-
bal and physical abuse
against gas station staff.

Reuters reporters vis-
ited 10 petrol stations in
London and surround-
ing areas on Thursday.
Three were open. A line
of dozens of drivers
snaked back from one
of the open stations
with staff attempting to
direct the queue.

Such is the shortage
of truckers that phar-
macies were being af-
fected.

“The whole supply
chain has been im-
pacted from inbound

wholesale depot supply
down to outward depot
deliveries to pharma-
cies,” said a spokes-
woman for the associ-
ation which represents
large pharmacy opera-
tors.

Besides fuel and
medicine, the farming
industry warned that
hundreds of thousands
of pigs may have to be
culled within weeks un-
less the government is-
sues visas to allow more
butchers into the coun-
try. Transport minis-
try data indicated that
motor traffic had de-
creased by six percent-
age points on Monday
from the previous week,
to the lowest volume on
a non-holiday Monday

since July 12.

England ended
COVID restrictions on
July 19.

The disruption, and
the spike in prices it is
expected to fuel, threat-
ens to undermine Brit-
ain’s economic growth,
projected at 7% this
year.

Data released by
the Office for National
Statistics on Thursday
showed the economy
grew by more than pre-
viously thought in the
April-June period be-
fore what looked like a
sharp slowdown more
recently as post-lock-
down bottlenecks, in-
cluding the shortage of
truck drivers, mount.
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USA: Nearly 50 million seniors could
face Social Security payment delays

T - gyt s

(CNN) - Nearly 50 million se-
nior citizens could face delays in
their Social Security payments
if Congress does not suspend
or raise the debt ceiling in the
coming weeks, Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen told lawmakers
Thursday.

“It would be catastrophic for
the economy and for individual
families,” Yellen said at a House
Financial Services Committee
hearing.

“Nearly 50 million seniors
could stop receiving Social Se-
curity payments or receive them
delayed,” Yellen said, echoing
what she wrote in a Wall Street
Journal op-ed earlier this month.
“Our troops would not know
when they would get their next
paycheck. We have 30 million
families who rely on the monthly
child tax credits and they would
not receive that relief, at least not
on time.”

Unless Congress addresses the
debt limit by October 18, the fed-
eral government will no longer
be able to borrow to pay for its
operations, forcing it to limit its
spending.
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Although the House has twice
passed measures to do so, the
effort is expected to fail again in
the Senate where Republicans
are united in their opposition to
the bill.

Just what it would mean for
Americans remains  uncer-
tain since Congress has always
stepped in to raise, extend or
revise the definition of the debt
limit in the past. The Treasury
Department could still pay some
of its bills since it would still have
tax revenue coming in, but it’s
not known what it would decide
to pay and when, experts said.

Social Security beneficiaries
would be at risk for not receiv-
ing their payments for the first
time since the program was cre-
ated in 1935, said Max Richtman,
CEO of the National Committee
to Preserve Social Security and
Medicare. They are scheduled to
receive $90 billion in payments
in October.

Some 40% of beneficiaries de-
pend on the monthly checks for
at least 90% of their income, and
two-thirds of recipients depend
on the infusions for at least half

of their income, he said.

“Not having a check for a few
weeks or a month is devastat-
ing,” Richtman said. “Beneficia-
ries are going to have to decide:
Do I pay my rent? Do I buy food?
Do I buy my medicine?”

Also, millions of parents who
are set to receive three more
monthly installments of the en-
hanced child tax credit this year
may also have to wait for the
funds if there is a default.

The Internal Revenue Service
is scheduled to send approxi-
mately $15 billion in payments
on the 15th of each month, and
many families are depending on
the money to buy food and nec-
essary items for their children.
Parents receive up to $300 for
each child up to age 6, and up to
$250 for each one ages 6 to 17.

Meanwhile, more than 42.3
million Americans who receive
food stamps could be left wait-
ing for their monthly benefits —
an average of $227 per person.

A default and extended im-
passe could also have major im-
plications for the national econ-
omy, with federal spending cuts
potentially triggering a down-
turn comparable to the Great
Recession, according to Moody’s
Analytics. Nearly 6 million jobs
could be lost, stock prices could
drop by one-third and about
$15 trillion in household wealth
could evaporate.

A 2011 showdown — which was
ultimately resolved late in the
game - spooked the stock mar-
ket, raised borrowing costs and
eroded consumer confidence.
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Facebook grilled over mental-
health impact on kids

BBC - Facebook has defended
the impact of its products, say-
ing Instagram has “affirmatively
helped” young people.

Its global head of safety, An-
tigone Davis, testified to the US
Senate, about child protection.

It comes after a leak exposed
how Instagram’s own research
had found the platform could
harm children’s well-being.

Previously, Instagram boss
Adam Mosseri said the app’s ef-
fects on teenagers’ mental health
were “quite small”.

The committee opened by
reiterating Facebook’s own re-
search - first reported on by the
Wall Street Journal (WS]J) - which
found Instagram could have a
negative impact on body image
and self-esteem.

Teenagers “blame Instagram
for increases in the rate of anxi-
ety and depression”, it said.

But Ms. Davis then told the
committee: “We conduct this
research to make our platform
better, to minimize the bad and
maximize the good, and to pro-
actively identify where we can
improve.

“We want our platforms to
be a place for meaningful inter-
actions with friends and family
and we cannot achieve that goal
if people do not feel safe.”

But Richard Blumenthal - who
chairs the Senate commerce, sci-
ence, and transportation sub-
committee on consumer pro-
tection, product safety, and data
security — highlighted how Face-
book had, in August, denied it
was aware of any research that
showed a negative correlation.

“We know it chooses the

growth of its products over the
well-being of our children,” he
said.

“And we now know thatitisin-
defensibly delinquent in acting
to protect them.

“It is failing to hold itself ac-
countable and the question that
haunts me is how we or parents
or anyone can trust Facebook?”

In the hearing, Ms. Davis re-
peatedly failed to answer the
committee’s questions and said
she would have to check with the
relevant Facebook teams

Facebook disputes the WS]J’s
reporting.

“It is simply not accurate that
this research demonstrates In-
stagram is ‘toxic’ for teen girls,”
head of research Pratiti Ray-
choudhury blogged.

“Theresearch actually demon-
strated that many teens we heard
from feel that using Instagram
helps them when they are strug-
gling with the kinds of hard mo-
ments and issues teenagers have
always faced.”

But Facebook, releasing slides
to illustrate its research, admit-
ted: “One exception was body
image.”

One in three teenage girls
who had already experienced
body-image issues told Facebook
using Instagram made them feel
worse.

In particular, filtered imag-
es, posting selfies, and viewing
content with hashtags, affect
well-being, the slides suggest.

It comes just days after the
company paused its scheduled
rollout of Instagram Kids, which
had been due to launch this year
for users aged under 13.

| / 4
Facebook head of safety
Antigone Davis testified to

the US Senate about child
protection

3

“As every parent knows when
it comes to kids and tweens,
they're already online,” Ms. Da-
vis told the committee.

“We believe it is better for par-
ents to have the option to give
tweens access to a version of Ins-
tagram that’s designed for them,
where parents can supervise and
manage their experience - rather
than to have them lie about their
age to access the platform that
wasn't built for them.”

Ms. Davis said Instagram was
also testing a feature called Take
a Break which “would encourage
somebody to take a break” from
their screen.

This would display “when we
think [users] may be ... on the
app too long.”

The whistleblower who leaked
the documents to the Wall Street
Journal will testify in a separate
hearing next week and the com-
mittee said it would be seeking
interviews from other social me-
dia companies in regards to chil-
dren’s mental health harms.
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Naomi Osaka says Serena Williams

‘literally built champions’

HER LEGACY IS MORE
THAN HER BEING SERENA. I
started playing because of her.”

Four-time Grand Slam
champion Naomi Osaka has
spoken about her respect for
Serena Williams and how she
has been inspired by her.

Williams' coach, Patrick
Mouratoglou, has also prasied
Williams for “changing tennis”
and “opening doors” for players.

Naomi Osaka has credited
Serena Williams for “literally
building champions” as she
praised the legacy that the 23-
time Grand Slam champion is
leaving behind.

Osaka, a four-time major
winner, is currently taking a
break from tennis following her
surprise third-round defeat at
the US Open earlier this month.

She has revealed that she
could be back on court in the

near future, and has also talked
this week about how Williams
has been an inspiration for her.

“If I were to retire from ten-
nis, I would want people to re-
member me with how I acted
towards people and like how I
interacted,” she told HBO’s The
Shop.

“Serena. Her legacy is more
than her being Serena. I started
playing because of her. I'm sure
there’s so many other girls that
started playing because of her,
so she literally built champions.
“And I think passing it down is
how the newer generations get
inspired.”

Williams, who has not
played since suffering an injury
in the first round of Wimble-
don in July, is still bidding to
win a 24th Grand Slam title that
would move her level with Mar-
garet Court’s all-time record.

Even if she doesn' lift anoth-
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Serena Williams is being hailed for her positive
influence on other top flight international tennis

stars.

er major title, her coach Patrick
Mouratoglou agrees with Osaka
that she should be appreciated
for everything else has done for
the sport.

“She changed tennis,” he
told AFP. “She brought an ath-
letic dimension that there was
not there at all, she opened the
doors, with her sister Venus, to a
whole generation of players be-
cause it was a white sport. She
invented tennis intimidation
because she has a presence that
makes others fear her. For a very

long time, it was impressive.

“She also brought the busi-
ness to women’s tennis. Before
her, the business was very small
and with her it became huge be-
cause she has such an aura, she
has become such a marketing
object, too, that huge contracts
are possible for the players.”

Neither Williams nor Osaka
will be playing the BNP Parib-
as Open at Indian Wells, which
starts on October 4, and will fea-
ture US Open champion Emma
Raducanu.
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DREAMERS TURNED BELIEVERS:
AFGHANISTAN’S GRAND AMBITIONS!

Up until 2010, Afghan-
istan had not so much as
competed in the group
stage of a Men’s ICC World
Cup. Eleven years on, par-
ticipation is no longer the
goal. Rashid Khan dreams
of winning a World Cup and
he sees no reason why they
cannot make that a reality.

Eleven years old when Af-
ghanistan made their debut
at a major ICC event - the
T20 World Cup 2010 in West
Indies - Khan stepped onto
the big stage for the first
time at the 2016 edition in
India.

Hetook 11 wickets at 16.63
for the tournament, finish-
ing as the second-highest
wicket-taker as Afghanistan
reached the Super 10 stage.
Two of those wickets came
in the surprise result of the
tournament when Afghani-
stan beat West Indies by six
runs. They were the only
team in the tournament to
beat the eventual champi-
ons.

In the five years since Af-
ghanistan have developed
further in men’s cricket. In
2018, they played their first
Test match, and in 2019
they enjoyed their first vic-
tory in the format.

“We have achieved a lot
over the last 10 years as a
team,” Khan, an ICC Live
the Game ambassador,
said. “Where we came from,
where we had no facilities,
we came from that stage
and we've played lots of
World Cups. It’s a dream of
every country to be called a
Test team and we’ve got that
as well, we've played Test
games. We have achieved a
lot.”

But it’s in white ball crick-
et where they have truly
thrived.

Automatic qualifiers for
the Super 12 stage of next
month’s T20 World Cup, Af-
ghanistan have two of the
top five T20I bowlers in the
world on the ICC rankings
in Khan and Mujeeb ur
Rahman, and the No.1 T201I
all-rounder in Mohammad
Nabi.

He won'’t put a timeframe
on it, but given the talent
they have nurtured, he is
confident Afghanistan can
now dream of collecting sil-
verware.

“We have that target in the
future that one day we have
the ability to win the World
Cup, especially the T20
World Cup. That'’s the focus
of everyone back home.

“That’s the dream of ev-
eryone, that’s the target of
every player and we are ca-
pable of achieving that tar-
get. We have that belief in
our skills and ourselves, and
I'm pretty sure were going
to achieve that target in the
future.”

The leg-spinner has al-
ready fulfilled things be-
yond his wildest imagina-
tion, being crowned the ICC

Men’s T201 Player of the De-
cade at the start of the year.

“Unbelievable,” he said. “I
never had that in the mind
to be called ICC T20I Player
of the Decade.

“To be called the Play-
er of the Decade was more
than special for me. It was a
dream.”

Having had his own eyes
opened to where crick-
et could take him and his
compatriots as a young-
ster, he harbours ambitions
of doing the same for the
next generation. “To take
Afghanistan cricket to the
next level. As soon as we
achieve that level, especial-
ly for the youngsters back
home, it gives them lots of
hopes, lots of future plans
and gives them the kind of
energy to come up and do
the same for the cricket of
Afghanistan.

“That will be the target to
win the World Cup for the
country.”

That next generation is
already coming through.
Khan himself is only 23
years old, but he’s among
the more experienced

members of Afghanistan’s
T20WC squad with 95 T20Is
to his name.

As an elder statesman in
everything but age, he sees
exciting things to come from
16-year-old wrist-spinner
Noor Ahmad, who took sev-
en wickets at the last ICC
Men’'s U19 Cricket World
Cup but is still waiting for
his first senior cap.

“He is someone who can
deliver well in the future for

Afghanistan.”
Among the current squad,
there’s also 19-year-old

Rahmanullah Gurbaz, who
has sat as high as 14th on
the T20I batting rankings,
and 23-year-old Hazratul-
lah Zazai, who has been as
high as fifth.

“These two are really de-
structive batsmen. If they
look after themselves well,
then they have that kind of
self-belief that they can play
at any stage and they can
play some massive, massive
innings.”

While the spinner would
not put a timeline himself
on just when Afghanistan
can collect that silverware
they are dreaming of, it
would be foolish to rule
them out of going all the
way this year.

After all, they have won
seven of their past eight T201I
series, with only a rained
out tri-series final against
Bangladesh denying them
the chance to make that a
perfect eight from eight.

They’ll have to step it up
a gear to improve on their
second stage performance
from 2016 but there’s no
doubt that is within reach.

Afghanistan begin their
T20 World Cup campaign
on 26 October in Sharjah.
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Wasim Khan steps down as PCB CEO
four months before contract ends

Wasim Khan, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) CEO, has
resigned from his position
four months before the end
of his contract, the third big
exit since the arrival of Ramiz
Raja as the new chairman of
the board.

Wasim follows the depar-
tures earlier this month of
head coach Misbah-ul-Haq
and bowling coach Waqar
Younis, both of whom left
after Ramiz’s formal appoint-
ment.

“When I arrived in 2019,
there was a real need to build
relationships and restore
and enhance the global im-
age and reputation of the
PCB and Pakistan cricket,”
Wasim said in a statement.
“With decisive and strategic
decision-making, particu-
larly during the COVID-19
pandemic, we succeeded in
earning the goodwill and re-
spect of the global cricketing
family, which I am hopeful
will lead to increased inter-
national cricket being hosted
in Pakistan in future.

“With a five-year strategy
in place, new domestic struc-
ture in its third season and
the investment in women'’s
cricket in an upward direc-
tion, I feel it is the right time
to move on and reunite with
my young family. They have
sacrificed a lot so that I could
fulfill my dreams of contrib-
uting to Pakistan cricket,
which will always remain
very close to my heart.”

Wasim’s departure contin-
ues a period of uncertainty
for Pakistan, with the new
chairman starting to settle
down, and the pullouts of
New Zealand and England.
That has affected Pakistan’s
on-field preparations for the
T20 World Cup; without the
New Zealand and England
T20Is, Pakistan will have
played one out of the 12
games they had scheduled in

the run-up to the event.

Wasim had four months
left on his current contract,
though he had been verbal-
ly offered another three-year
term by Ramiz’s predecessor,
Ehsan Mani. He was, howev-
er, thought to be undecided
about whether he wanted to
take that up, primarily be-
cause he was unsure how
secure his role would be
should Mani move on. Ram-
iz's arrival has brought with it
considerable change already;,
not least in his more hands-
on steering of the board than
Mani’s.

Ramiz has been the more
prominent face of the PCB’s
response to the fallout from
the tour cancellations and
has held multiple meetings
with players of the men’s na-
tional team, as well as PSL
franchises. Wasim is also be-
lieved to not have had any
input in the appointments
of Matthew Hayden and
Vernon Philander on to Pa-
kistan’s coaching staff - all
situations and decisions in
which a board CEO would
ordinarily play a role.

All this would've been a
drastic change to the role
Wasim had been in over
since early 2019. Though the
revamp of Pakistan’s domes-
tic cricket was forced upon
the board by the Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan, Wasim was
tasked with its implementa-
tion. He oversaw a difficult
dismantling of the previous
mix of departmental and
regional cricket by imple-
menting the provincial-team
model - difficult because, in
the shrinking of the player
pool, a large number of first-
class cricketers were over-
night in danger of being bun-
dled out of their careers and
livelihood. But, by revamping
the PCB’s domestic cricket
department and combin-
ing it with National Crick-

Wasim Khan had begun his stint as PCB CEO in
2019

et Academies and turning
it into a high-performance
centre, more roles were cre-
ated for some of the more
established and senior first-
class cricketers. Positions
were also found for other
players in the second XI sides
of provincial teams as well
as in newly-built city associ-
ations. Wasim was also a key
figure in improving Pakistan’s
status as a venue that is safe
and welcoming for touring
teams. But for the COVID-19
pandemic, Pakistan would
have staged two entire PSLs
in the country. Under his ten-
ure, there was also the return
of Test cricket to the country.
It could be argued that the
groundwork for these de-
velopments was laid by the
board administration before
Wasim’s arrival, but the key
move under him was that
the PCB was not luring teams
to visit by paying them extra
money.

Wasim's personal relation-
ship with key figures, espe-
cially in England, was instru-
mental in convincing teams
to tour Pakistan. But, with
New Zealand and England
both pulling out - and with
Wasim so closely associat-
ed in ensuring that Pakistan
visited England in their time
of need and in convincing
players to undergo especially
tough isolation in New Zea-

land - the fallout is bound to
have reflected poorly on the
progress he had made.

Though his role was of-
ten curtailed by events and
factors beyond his control,
Wasim was the first CEO to be
operating under a new board
constitution in which the
role actually had some influ-
ence. Previously, board chair-
men have been all-powerful
but, under this constitution,
the CEO held more say in the
day-to-day management of
board affairs.

The chairman, as is be-
coming clear with Ramiz,
still holds considerable pow-
er, but more at policy level.
The chairman, according to
the constitution, holds no
final say in the selection of
national teams for any se-
ries or event or has the pow-
er of naming a captain and
vice-captain, with the CEO
overseeing that responsibili-
ty and the chairman only al-
lowed the final say, for which
the chairman will be briefed
by the CEO.

But PCB will not name a
replacement - permanent
or interim - for Wasim at the
moment. His departure is
not expected to impact any
operational matters and all
signs point towards Ramiz,
as chairman, taking on more
of therole.
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Usain Bolt personally thanked Sir
Alex Ferguson for the return of Cris-
tiano Ronaldo (inset) as the sprint
legend watched Manchester United

Huge Red Devils’
fan Bolt was back at
Old Trafford after a
lengthy absence and
made a beeline for Fer-
gie.

The Red Devils were
quick to mark to mark
Usain Bolt’s latest ap-
pearance at Old Traf-
ford for Wednesday
night’s Champions
League tie vs Villarreal

Bolt was pictured in

m

USAIN BOLT

FERGUSON

FOR ‘BRINGING CRISTIANO RONALDO
BACK’ AS LEGEND

WATCHES MAN UTD VS VILLARREAL

the crowd watching on
nervously during Unit-
ed’s ding-dong tie with
Villarreal until Cristia-
no Ronaldo scored a
stunning late goal to
hand Man Utd a come-
back to win

Legendary ex-United
boss Ferguson helped
secure 36-year-old
Ron’s shock re-sign-
ing from Juventus on
deadline day.

And eight-time
Olympic gold medallist
Bolt was thrilled to fi-
nally see a United game
as he is excited by Ron’s
return.

He told United’s me-
dia team before kick-
off: “He helped to build
the club and it was
wonderful when he was
here, the energy. So I'm
happy he’s back.

“I just saw Alex Fer-

comeback to beat Villarreal.

THANKS SIR ALEX

guson inside and I
thanked him for bring-
ing Cristiano back, so
I'm happy about it.

“'m happy to be
here. I havent been
back to Old Trafford in
a while.

“So I'm just happy to
be here in the stands
with  everybody to
watch the game.”

Editor: SHELTON DANIEL, Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua 1(268) 562-4989
Editorials: editor@pointville.ag, Advertising: sales@pointville.ag, Reporting: news@pointville.ag




