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THOSE WHO CRY WOLF the loudest are sometimes
not looking to protect any sheep. Their false alarm is
merely a disguise to prevent us from seeing that they
are themselves the wolves, and by keeping us distracted
with their bleeding-heart crocodile tears, they gain more
time to continue ravenously devouring the hapless flock
of gullible “sheeple”. Prime Minister Gaston Browne rips
the mask off these shifty would-be underminers who
self-erode the (already sandy) foundations of their own
opportunistic pretenses about environmental concerns.
[PAGES 6-7]

INSIDE: |yor Bird in traffic accident
COVID ventilator hook-ups rising!
Despite uncertainty, MP distributes schoolbags
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Forge ahead in the new era
and work together for a
better ruture

by WANG Erdong

(Charge d’Affaires ad interim, Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Antigua and Barbuda)

October 1st 2021 marks
the 72nd Anniversary of
the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

For the past 72 years,
China has achieved a
miracle in the history of
human development.
China’s economic out-
put has grown from over
RMB 60 billion yuan in

1949 to 100 trillion yuan
in 2020, making China
the world’s second larg-
est economy.

Apart from being the
world’s largest trader in
goods and second larg-
est outward investor,
China is also becoming
the world’s largest con-
sumer market. For years,

China’s annual contribu-
tion to global economic
growth has been in ex-
cess of 30%.

China has built infra-
structure of the largest
scale and established the
most comprehensive in-
dustrial system. A space
station has been put into
operation. Three Chinese

astronauts, the first sent
to orbit for space station
construction, have safe-
ly returned home after
completing their three-
month mission.

China has made head-
way in advancing major
scientific and technolog-
ical projects, including
Mars exploration, and is
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leading the world in digi-
tal and information tech-
nology such as 5G.

Having successfully
transformed itself from
an ancient agricultur-
al country into a mod-
ern industrial country,
China is now marching
with firm steps toward
becoming an innova-
tion-driven country.

Chinese people's liveli-
hoods are continuous-
ly improving. In 2020,
Chinas gross national
income (GNI) per capi-
ta exceeded US$10,000.
More than 700 million
Chinese people have
been lifted out of pover-
ty, and 400 million have
joined the middle in-
come group. A social se-
curity network covering
nearly 1.4 billion people
is in place. For the first
time in its history, span-
ning thousands of years,
China has built a moder-
ately prosperous society
in all respects.

China continues to put
into practice our belief
in the harmony between
man and nature. We are
actively implementing
the Paris Agreement and
have pursued a path of
green, low-carbon and
circular development.

In 2020, Chinas car-
bon intensity dropped
by 48.4 percent over the
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2005 level. Clean energy
makes up 24.3 percent
of Chinas energy con-
sumption. China con-
tributed 25 percent of the
increase in global affor-
estation and 20 percent
of the net restored land.
Giant pandas, China’s
national treasure, are no
longer classified as “en-
dangered”, and their wild
population has grown to
over 1,800.

In face of the COVID-19
pandemic, China up-
holds the principle of
putting people and life
first. The entire nation
has rallied together be-
hind one common pur-
pose to fight against the
pandemic. China was
among the first to con-
tain the virus, to carry out
international coopera-
tion against COVID-19,
to safely reopen the
economy, and to restore
economic growth.

We have launched the
largest global humani-
tarian campaign since
the founding of New
China, in which substan-
tial amounts of anti-pan-
demic materials have
been donated and nearly
1.2 billion doses of fin-
ished and bulk vaccines
have been provided to
over 100 countries and
international organiza-
tions.

China always adheres to
an independent foreign
policy of peace, firmly
upholds the internation-
al system centered on
the United Nations and
the international order
underpinned by interna-
tional law, earnestly prac-
tices multilateralism,
and promotes peaceful
settlement of disputes.
We reject the malprac-
tices by certain countries
of using their own stan-
dards to decide which
country is a democracy;,
forming cliques around
the world and engaging
in ideological marketing.

This year also marks the
centenary of the found-
ing of the Communist
Party of China (CPC).
Over the past 100 years,
the CPC has traveled an
extraordinary course to
become one of the most
experienced and capable
ruling parties, with the
longest consecutive rul-
ing time.

The CPC is the source
of national cohesion
and mobilization. It is
progressive, reflective,
reformist, and willing to
learn from others with an
open mind. It never rests
on its laurels or rejects
change. Under its leader-
ship, the Chinese people
have embarked on a new
journey toward the next
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goal of fully building a
modern socialist country
by the mid-21st century.

Generation after gener-
ation of the Chinese peo-
ple have made relentless
efforts to pursue devel-
opment, and scored sub-
stantial achievements.
Nonetheless, we are ful-
ly aware that China still
faces daunting tasks in
its internal reform and
development, and the
external risks and chal-
lenges are severe.

We firmly believe that,
in a globalized world, the
destinies of all countries
are closely linked. As Chi-
na further develops it-
self, it shall naturally take
on more international
responsibilities,  make
greater contributions to
the common wellbeing
of the people of all coun-
tries, and work with other
countries to build a com-
munity with a shared fu-
ture for mankind.

During the past six
months since taking of-
fice, despite the chal-
lenges brought by the
COVID-19  pandemic,
I have tried to connect
with friends from various
sectors in Antigua and
Barbuda. At every oppor-
tunity and on every occa-
sion, I have been greeted
with profound expres-
sions of appreciation for
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the bilateral relations between
our two countries, as well as high
expectations for the future devel-
opment of those ties.

The geographical distance has
not prevented China and Anti-
gua and Barbuda from being each
other’s close friends and reliable
partners. “Good friends feel close
even when they are thousands of
miles apart”; this old Chinese say-
ing best captures the relationship
between our two countries. Since
the establishment of diplomatic
relations on January 1st 1983, bi-
lateral cooperation between Chi-
na and Antigua and Barbuda has
become increasingly close and
mature. On the multilateral arena,
our two countries are also close
partners standing for our com-
mon interests. Our leaders have
maintained regular exchanges
and established good working re-
lations.

Antigua and Barbuda pursues an
independent foreign policy and
is currently exploring a develop-
ment path that suits its own char-
acteristics. When getting along
with such a sincere friend like An-
tigua and Barbuda, China values
good faith, appreciates friendship
and advocates for moral justice.

Facing the sudden onslaught of
the COVID-19 pandemic, China
and Antigua and Barbuda have
been standing in solidarity and
supporting each other. China
has actively assisted Antigua and
Barbuda in the fight against the
pandemic, including by donating
several batches of anti-pandemic
supplies and 20,000 doses of Sin-
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oPharm vaccines. For China, one
way to gain is by giving, by extend-
ing a hand of help and showing a
gesture of goodwill.

Due to the external environment,
Antigua and Barbuda has suffered
from economic downturn and
financial shocks in recent years.
Against this backdrop, China will
continue to provide assistance
to Antigua and Barbuda and en-
hance bilateral economic and
technical cooperation.

In particular, every effort will be
made to advance projects that in-
volve construction of infrastruc-
ture and people’slivelihood, there-
by helping to boost the economy
of Antigua and Barbuda and cre-
ate a better life for its people. We
are pleased to see that the reno-
vation and extension project of St.
John's Port is progressing steadily
and expected to be completed in
the first half of next year.

Phase I of the China-Aid Agro-
Tech Project has yielded fruitful
results and the planning of Phase
I is being stepped up. The two
sides are also actively exploring
the possibility of cooperation in
blue economy and other areas.

In addition, cultural and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges contin-
ues to make progress. Established
at the end of 2019, the Confucius
Institute of Antigua and Barbuda
(CIAB) has been committed to
teaching Chinese language and
promoting Chinese culture. CIAB
is now an important platform for
Antiguan and Barbudan friends to
learn about China and study Chi-
nese language.

The 1st Chinese Proficien-
cy Competition for Secondary
School Students in Antigua and
Barbuda took place last July and
proved to be a big success. Also,
nine students from Antigua and
Barbuda have been awarded Chi-
nese Government Scholarships
and will study in well-known uni-
versities in China.

As President XI Jinping stressed
in a video speech delivered to the
6th CELAC Summit on 18 Sep-
tember 2021, the China-LAC re-
lations have entered a new era
featuring equality, mutual benefit,
innovation, openness, and tangi-
ble benefits for the people. China
stands ready to work with LAC
(Latin American and Caribbean)
countries to get through difficult
times, foster new opportunities,
and jointly build a shared future.

The difficulties caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic are tempo-
rary and the cooperation between
our two countries is long-term
and real. It is fair to say that China
represents opportunity and the
future, as it is redoubling its efforts
to foster a new development par-
adigm and continuously deepen
reform and opening-up.

“Each Endeavoring, All Achiev-
ing,” is the national motto of Anti-
gua and Barbuda. It is my firm be-
lief that with the joint efforts of the
two governments and peoples,
the bilateral cooperation between
China and Antigua and Barbuda
will yield even more tangible re-
sults, and we will together create a
brighter future.
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P“LH alarmists are true

destroyers of Barbuda
environment - says PM

by Shelton Daniel

The PLH project on Barbu-
da currently employs over 400
workers, and the nation’s leader
saysthiswasoneofthemainrea-
sons why his government stout-
ly resisted recent efforts to halt
the development on the pretext
that it was contributing to the

spread of COVID-19 on the sis-
ter isle. Prime Minister Gaston
Browne said when opposition
Barbuda MP Trevor Walker and
the opposition-dominated Bar-
buda Council “recently tried to
use the COVID situation to shut
down the country and to shut
down the project, we had to
intervene because they would

have put over 400 workers out of
employment”. Browne said his
government’s position on the
matter was all about protecting
jobs. He said Walker was well
aware of that, “But because they
have blood in their eyes for the
Barbuda project, they continue
to operate as obstacles.”
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He noted that the Council “most
recently wrote to the UN suggest-
ing that PLH is destroying the en-
vironment, when it is the Council
members — Trevor Walker and
the others — who are literally de-
stroying the environment in Bar-
buda with their indiscriminate
sand-mining; creating all these
craters within the landscape. The
place is ugly. They destroyed the
sand dunes.”




On his personal Facebook
page, Prime Minister Browne
wrote the following — backed up
with pictures — on Saturday eve-
ning;:

Trevor Walker & BPM members
ripping up the landscape in Bar-
buda. Environmental genocide.
There're murdering the environ-
ment, practically butcheringit to
death.

Where are John Mussington,
the Department of the Environ-
ment, Environmental Aware-
ness Group, Adele Blair and all
the environmental activists ?

Where are your voices, your
consciences and consistency -
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you conveniently buried them ?

Instead, some of you weaponise
environmental arguments to
stop, or undermine sustainable
economic projects, with limited
environmental impact.

Beware of the opportunism
and professional prostitution of
Environmental Mercenaries for
partisan political gain.

The photographic evidence
proffered by the PM with his
post are reproduced in this edi-
tion of Pointe Xpress for the
benefit of our readers.

On the other hand, PM Browne
stated, it was the PLH develop-
ers who had undertaken miti-
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gation measures “to protect the
landscape against storm surg-
es” and conserved native flora
by replanting several species
of indigenous trees and other
plants.

“It is going to be a spectacular
golf course,” he declared. “In
fact we have been told by many
professionals that the only golf
course in the Caribbean that will
come close to that golf course
at Palmetto (in Barbuda) is the
one in the Dominican Republic.
So it will be a great selling point
for Antigua and Barbuda ... that
we have one of the finest golf
courses in the entire world.”
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Address by Honorable Gaston
A. Browne, Prime Minister of
Antigua and Barbuda at

the 76th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA), September 25th 2021

Your Excellency Abdulla Shaid;
Secretary-General;,  Excellencies;
Distinguished Delegates:

Mr. President, I congratulate you
on your election to the presidency
of this 76th Session of the General
Assembly. Antigua and Barbuda as-

sures you of our fullest cooperation

Antigua & Barbuda §
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=

as you steer our collective work in
what will be a challenging year.

Mr. President, I agree whole-
heartedly with Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres that the inter-
national community is failing to
deliver policies to support peace,
global health, the viability of our

planet and other pressing needs. |
also agree with him that the lack of
a global response and vaccination
programme to end the COVID-19
pandemic is a clear and tragic ex-
ample of such failure.

If developed countries had act-
ed in a manner that allowed for



the proper access to vaccines and
medical supplies at the onset of the
pandemic, globallywe would beina
better place.

Developing countries were not
seeking handouts. Many of our
countries paid into a global system
that promised early access to vac-
cines.

But it could not deliver because,
the majority of the vaccines from the
major pharmaceutical companies
had been bought or contracted and
hoarded by a few wealthy nations,
leaving the rest of the world bereft of
the means to save their people.

This selfish nationalism forced
mostnations to rely on vaccine char-
ity which, in itself, has not solved the
problem of large numbers of people
remaining unvaccinated through-
out the world.

No country wanted charity; no
country wanted to beg for vaccines
that should be a global good acces-
sible to all. We were ready to pay.
But the vaccines were hoarded, and
the pharmaceutical companies de-
manded prices beyond the capacity
of countries whose economies were
already decimated by the economic
effects of the pandemic.

Mr. President, the world should
not witness such a spectacle again.

What is significant about the
COVID-19 pandemic is that years of
warnings of an inevitable pandemic
threat were not addressed and there
was inadequate funding and stress
testing of preparedness.

The nations that must bear the
burden of responsibility for this lack
of preparedness must be those who
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control the world’s health systems
and who did nothing to put in place
the resources necessary to, at least,
alleviate the effects of the pandemic
when it came.

What was also troubling was
the absence of coordinated, global
leadership. Instead of cooperation,
the world witnessed finger-point-
ing and conspiracy theories about
where the novel coronavirus orig-
inated and who was responsible.
The resulting global tension un-
dermined multilateral institutions
and cooperative action. The World
Health Organization became the
scapegoat even though it was not
the management of the Organiza-
tion that caused it to be under-fund-
ed and under-resourced. Blame was
cast at the WHO, as if it is not the
representatives of powerful govern-
ments who set its priorities and de-
termine how and where its money
should be spent and on what.

Developing countries, and es-
pecially small states, Mr. President,
have to be absolved from respon-
sibility for the lack of response, be-
cause they neither control the de-
cision-making bodies, nor do they
have the power to allocate funding,
Often the cries of small countries are
either ignored or discarded, even on
the few occasions when we actually
get a seat at the table. There was no
dedicated fund of the size necessary
to supply medical equipment and
to ensure vaccines would be avail-
able to all. International financing,
when it came, was too little and too
late.

Nothing has changed since then.
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International financing to stop
COVID, and to deal with its impact
both on health and economies, is
still too little. COVID-19 is still in-
fecting people all over the world, ev-
ery minute of every day. People are
still dying every minute of every day.
Economies are still being ruined
every minute of every day. And the
prospect of recovery recedes every
minute of every day.

Mr.  President, US President
Bidenis to be congratulated for con-
vening, this week, a Global Summit
on COVID 19. He has shown great
leadership, and we are grateful that
the United States has committed
an additional $250M in the first in-
stance to establish a pandemic fund
at the World Bank to proactively ad-
dress future biological threats and
pandemics.

But more is needed, and a more
organized global machinery is
needed, under the auspices of this
UN Organization. In my own partic-
ipation in President Biden’s Summit
on COVID, I made it clear that the
pandemic has wrecked economies
in smallisland states including CAR-
ICOM countries. In some states,
more than 20 percent of Gross Do-
mestic Product [GDP] has been lost;
unemployment has risen; poverty
has expanded and demands on the
State has multiplied, even as reve-
nues have declined steeply.

I told the Biden summit that, for
our small countries, recovering from
the economic effects of COVID-19
will be protracted because hard-
won economic progress has been
greatly reversed. Therefore, building
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back will be longer and harder for
small island states than it will be in
larger economies with greater re-
sources. Thousands of our people
have been infected and thousands
have died — many who had not yet
begun to enjoy life, and others who
had much to contribute! I emphati-
cally stated that the disease must be
stopped.

Mr. President, we must stop be-
having as if the Pandemic has end-
ed; ithas not. I quote Secretary-Gen-
eral Guterres again, because he is
perfectly right when he says: “The
longer the virus circulates among
billions of unvaccinated people, the
higher the risk that it will develop
into more dangerous variants that
could rip through vaccinated and
unvaccinated populations alike,
with a far higher fatality rate.”

Ahigh rate of inoculations by rich
countries with both the vaccines
and the money must not be re-
garded as a great success, not even
for those countries, because, today,
there is no greater truth than the
mantra that no country is safe until
all countries are safe.

Antigua and Barbuda is commit-
ted to a global drive to inoculate 70
percent of the world’s population by
September 2022. My government
has taken the action to make inoc-
ulations against COVID-19 man-
datory for all public sector workers
to protect the lives of all, including
tourists who visit our shores. We are
determined to overcome the base-
lessly flawed arguments of those
who promote resistance to vaccines
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despite the fact that, sadly, the num-
ber of COVID victims rise daily.

We will educate and inform our
people at home. But, Mr. President,
we will continue to raise our voice
internationally for the equitable dis-
tribution of vaccines at affordable
prices and for the reduction in the
pricing for COVID testing. Vaccines
are a global good; they should not
be a commodity for profit at the ex-
pense of human life.

We are also committed towork for
better global planning and prepara-
tion for any future pandemic. But
while we will play our part utilizing
our scarce resources, we will con-
tinue to argue for the provision of
resources to poor and vulnerable
countries.

We didn't start the pandemic.
And no virus has ever originated
in Caribbean countries or being
spread from it. We have been — and
are — victims of others who must
recognize their responsibilities and
act on them. In this connection, my
government is extremely disturbed
about incidents in which some
countries have not recognised vac-
cines administered in Caribbean
countries, and have forced fully vac-
cinated travellers into quarantine.

Governments cannot urge peo-
ple to get inoculated on the basis
that the best vaccine is the avail-
able vaccine, and yet discriminate
against vaccines that were not man-
ufactured directly in North America
and Europe. This would not only be
aform of vaccine apartheid, it would
defeat the objective of inoculating

70 percent of the world’s people by
this time next year. This discrimina-
tion must cease now before it be-
comes a norm by some developed
countries. It is wrong, unjust, and
patently unfair.

Mr. President, my government
will cooperate with all governments
to protect our world, giving our
young people the chance to live a
safe, secure, and enjoyable life. But
stopping the COVID-19 pandemic
still is a global responsibility and the
burden of sharing its cost must be
borne equitably.

Antigua and Barbuda warns now
that the international system has to
prepare for future pandemics which
are surely coming, particularly as
action on climate change has also
been a failure. The impact of climate
change will undoubtedly bring new
vector borne diseases and viruses
that jump from animal to man. The
World Health Organization, the IME
the World Bank and this very Unit-
ed Nations organization must start
gearing up now to prepare for the
pandemics of the future.

The UN Security Council should
be treating pandemics as major
security risks to the world, and it
should act accordingly to use the
full powers of the Council to meet
these global threats. Never again,
Mr. President, should the world be
caught unprepared to manage and
end a pandemic swiftly. Never again
should millions of people be killed
by a disease that could have been
stopped earlier. And never again
should there be such a selfish dis-



play of nationalism as we
witnessed in the response
to a global threat.

The same argument
applies to climate change.
Mr. President, Antigua
and Barbuda hopes that
COP26 in Glasgow, at the
end of October, will be an
inflection point at which
all nations will commit
themselves to saving the
planet. There is no Plan-
et B. The consequences
of climate change will be
catastrophic. For some
small island states, it al-
ready is. Recent research,
published by the Royal
Institute of International
Affairs, reveals a dire situ-
ation for the world unless
action is taken now by the
world’s greatest pollut-
ers to significantly reduce
their CO2 emissions.

I highlight some of the
findings in the report: By
2040, almost 700 million
people each year will likely
be exposed to prolonged
severe droughts of at least
six months’ duration.
Many millions will die. Ex-
perts are concerned that
climate change is likely to
increase the prevalence of
emerging infectious dis-
eases and vector-borne
diseases. They argue that
climate change disrupts
ecosystems and increases
the risk of diseases jump-

MONDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2021

ing to new hosts. Scien-
tists have been warning
for many years of the
probability of pandemics
increasing as a result of
climate change.

In 2008, a study pub-
lished in the journal Na-
ture, found that over the
previous decade nearly
one-third of emerging in-
fectious diseases were vec-
tor-borne, with the jumps
to humans corresponding
to changes in the climate.
For instance, insects such
as infection-bearing mos-
quitoes follow changing
geographic temperature
According to
the research, intercon-

patterns.

nections between shifting
weather patterns, result-
ing in changes to ecosys-
tems, and the rise of pests
and diseases, combined
with  heatwaves and
droughts, will likely drive
unprecedented crop fail-
ure, food insecurity and
migration of people. All
this, the report argues,
could result in the poten-
tial breakdown of gover-
nance and political sys-
tems as societies become
increasingly unstable due
to lack of income, as well
as competition, over limit-
ed food supplies.

The report says that
experts are concerned
that such situations could

lead to a rise of extrem-
ist groups, paramilitary
intervention, organized
violence, and conflict be-
tween people and states.
That should be a scenar-
io that worries us all, for,
as we have seen in recent
times, no nation is im-
mune from violent strife.
Mr. President, it is evi-
dent that global solidarity
and firm commitments
are required; commit-
ments that will result in
emission cuts to reduce
global temperatures be-
low 1.5 degrees Celsius
of pre-industrial levels.
Equally vital is access to
quality financing and cli-
mate technologiesin order
to save our planet. And,
contracting debt to pay for
recovery from the effects
of climate change and to
build resilience is not the
answer to the problems
of small states that are al-
ready burdened by debt
and are the worst affect-
ed. Funding packages for
Small Island Developing
Statesshould include asig-
nificant amount of official
development assistance —
in other words, grants not
loans. Most states have
significant debt overhang.
They are simply not in a
position to assume more
debt, especially after the
economic devastation of
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the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. And, Mr. President, the
ODA component in fund-
ing for SIDS should not be
seen as a gift or charity.

Let me here thank the
Government of Denmark
that has announced its
proposal to significantly
increase its contribution
to climate aid. The Dan-
ish government wrote to
me, a few days ago, to say
that it has earmarked 60
percent of its annual grant
for adaptation and resil-
ience initiatives, especial-
ly in the most vulnerable
countries. Note that Den-
mark is giving a grant, not
aloan.

Mr. President, the news
that Denmark will con-
tribute more than 1% of
the global collective tar-
get for climate financing
is welcome with deep ap-
preciation. It is my hope
that Denmark’s action will
help to galvanize others to
contribute their fair share
to the collective efforts re-
quired to address climate
change at COP26.

Mr. President, indus-
trialized countries have
an obligation to assist the
states most affected by
climate change because
they created a problem in
the first instance. Climate
ODA should be seen as a
form of climate repara-
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tions to compensate for
past climate damage. In
addition to official devel-
opment assistance, debt
swaps, and debt cancella-
tion; climate-related debts
would help small states to
build financial capacity to
accelerate the transition
into renewable technolo-
gies.

No new or significant
sums of monies would be
needed to achieve these
debt cancellations; they
would be mere book en-
tries that will bring signif-
icant relief and sustain-
ability to SIDS, while at the
same time not creating
any significant financial
pressures for the industri-
alized countries. This is a
non-confrontational form
of climate justice.

The alternative is, that
affected states may be
forced to take legal action
in the international courts
to seek compensation for
provable damage. Such
a course is not one that
small states would take
with alacrity, but some
of us may have to do so
from necessity. If nothing
is done by the major pol-
luting countries, both to
cease their destructive ac-
tions and to help to repair
the damage that they are
causing, we may be left
no choice. That is not our

preference. We want glob-

al solidarity in the face of
global adversity.
Mr. President, there

is an obvious need for
a realignment of the in-
ternational financial ar-
chitecture to accelerate
the global transition into
renewables in order to
achieve a carbon neutral
world within the next two
decades.

Let me point out one
serious anomaly: While
developed countries in
North America and Eu-
rope are urging small and
vulnerable states to transi-
tion to alternative energy,
they are providing US$1.6
trillion annually to subsi-
dize fossil fuel businesses.
By contrast, the sum being
made available to devel-
oping countries is a mere
US$2 billion a year.

If developed
tries simply shifted their
spending from provid-
ing subsidies to fossil fuel
businesses to helping de-

coun-

veloping countries to cope
with the impact of climate
change, not only would
they not have to spend
one additional cent, they
would also create great-
er opportunities for re-
newable energy in their
own countries. The world
would also be less pollut-
ed, and climate change
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would retreat.

Mr. President, I want
to remind everyone that
investments in nucle-
ar armaments and other
weapons cannot sustain
the planet, but investment
to combat climate change
will certainly save our
Earth, our single home-
land and our human ci-
vilisation. That is why we
should all work diligent-
ly at COP26 in Glasgow
to strengthen everyone's
commitment to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius for us all to
stay alive.

Mr. President, I have
concentrated my state-
ment at this year’s assem-
bly on the COVID-19 pan-

demic and climate change
because they are the two
overarching issues that
confront mankind. Deal-
ing with them successful-
ly is what will give future
generations a chance to
live in peace, prosperity
and safety. Those genera-
tions are our children and
grandchildren.

So what future do we
want for them? Should
we not act to give them
the glorious future we
want for them, and that
they deserve? We certainly
should.

[ thank you
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by Shelton Daniel

The number of COVID
patients on ventilator
life-support at the Sir
Lester Bird Medical Cen-
ter (SLBMC) rose to 12 by
Saturday 25th September
2021, according to Prime
Minister Gaston Browne.

He made the disclo-
sure during his weekly ra-
dio program, The Browne
& Browne Show on Pointe
FM 99.1, citing a briefing
he received previously
that same day from the
hospital’s medical direc-
tor, Dr. Albert Duncan.

“I spoke to Dr. Duncan
this afternoon and he told
me there are 12 individu-
als on ventilators. When
I spoke to him two days
ago, there were 10; so not
only would we have had
seven more deaths, but
more individuals would
have found themselves
on ventilators; they have
been intubated.”

Prime Minister Browne
noted that,
speaking, when a person

“Generally

COVID
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VID patients on
ventilator life-support

increasing!

finds himself or herself
on a ventilator ... there is
an 80 percent possibility
that the person will die;
so at least 10 of the 12 will
not come off the ventila-
tors and are likely to die.”

The grim prognosis of
which he had been in-
formed, sadly, did not
end at that: “I'm told that
at least two of the 12 -
their vitals are so poor
— that unless something
miraculous happens,
they are expected to die
within ... a day or two.”

Prime Minister Browne
said, at the time, that the
last person to die was an
unvaccinated
old.

“We have a situation

60-year-

developing in which a
woman in her 30s who
is 26-months pregnant
is now fighting for her
life, and if [the doctors]
are unable to rescue the
child ... we may end up
having our first mother-
and-child fatality ... Her
situation is not good at all
... but we hope that it im-

proves and both herself
and her child will make a
strong recovery ... These
are the things we are try-
ing to avoid by getting
people vaccinated.”

The Prime Minister
urged all pregnant wom-
en to urgently consult
with their doctors in or-
der to determine if they
can be vaccinated and
the safest timing for in-
oculation.

He
members of the Rastafar-

also called on
ian community, despite
the religious exemption
from mandatory vacci-
nation granted to them,
to still consider exercis-
ing their private options
and get vaccinated once
it was otherwise safe for
them to do so.

Prime Minister Browne
has
done all that is required

said “government

of it”, including “acquir-
ing sufficient vaccines to
inoculate the entire pop-
ulation and expanded
the health infrastructure
to three beds per 1,000

which is one of the high-
estin the region”.

The Prime Minister
disclosed that he has so
far taken three shots of
the two-dose Moderna
vaccine. “The reason I
took the third or booster
shot is because I'm one
of the high-risk persons
in the country ... [ have a
lot of engagements with
foreigners flying into the
country to meet with me
for various reasons; so I
have to make sure that I
protect the office of the
Prime Minister, rather to
be careless and to plunge
the country into a leader-
ship crisis.”

Browne referred, in
passing, to anecdotal
reports of enhanced vi-
rility among vaccinated
men, saying that even if
these remain unproven,
there is clear evidence
that COVID can inflict
long term damage on the
sexual and reproductive
health of both men and

women.
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‘Utilize the vaccines before
new COVID variants emerge’
- says PM Browne

haste. Speaking on his weekend

by Shelton Daniel
The slowness in achieving
herd immunity, globally, could
allow time for the emergence of
far more debilitating and deadly
mutations of COVID-19 than the
currently prevailing Delta variant.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
has pointed out that this is what
scientists are predicting and the
main reason why his government
has been so insistent in urging
eligible residents of Antigua and
Barbuda to get vaccinated post-

radio program, The Browne &
Browne Show, PM Browne re-
peated his oft-stated warning that
“the unvaccinated are not only
putting themselves at risk, they
are also putting [those who have
been vaccinated] at risk.”
Elaborating further, he said
this was because, “If they [those
currently unvaccinated] fail to
get vaccinated and you have this
deadly strains emerging, then all
of us will be at risk; because what
will happen, the vaccines that we

have taken, it means that they will
not be effective against these new
and deadly strains.”

He went on: “So, it is also in the
interest of vaccinated persons to
push the unvaccinated to get vac-
cinated ... If you have anyone in
your house who is unvaccinated,
they represent a significant risk
to you even if you are vaccinated,
because of the potential for them
to contract a new variant and
passing it on to you — passing on a
new variant to which you may not
have the necessary immunity.”
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Is this really a Christian country?

Dear Editor: Is Antigua really
a Christian country? Just listen
to the nastiness, vitriol and rude-
ness displayed on the local talk
shows. Social Media is even more
enlightening; as, there, we can ac-
cess the person’s profile.

I have seen persons who list
themselves as Seventh Day Ad-
ventists attack, in the most vi-
cious and vile manner, their own
president — Carson Greene of the
South Leeward Conference of
Seventh Day Adventists — because
heissued a statement on behalf of
the church in support of vaccines.

I have seen persons attack
the Prime Minister and the Gov-
ernment in the rudest and most
violent language, while calling
themselves Christian. In fact, ev-
ery other post on the Facebook
pages of one of these so-called
Christians displays bible verses.

Solaskthe questions: Are these
even one day Christians? Are they
convenient Christians? Do they
live by the teachings of the Good
Book? I have a friend who always
tells me that they are Christian on
their Sabbath as an excuse not to
work, but they are sleeping with
somebody’s husband. How do
these professed Christians rec-
oncile these anti-Bible and an-
ti-Christ behaviours with being a
Christian? Does being a Christian
just mean dressing up and going
to church?

The Bible teaches love, charity,
compassion, forgiveness, kind-
ness, peace.

How many Christians do you
really know? Do you know any?

Maybe we call ourselves Chris-
tian so that we can be differenti-
ated from being Buddhist, Hindu
or Muslim. Then we come to two

preachers who just attacked the
government. One of them opened
a Church and is a self- appointed
Bishop. The other one is the Trin-
ity in One. You just have to watch
him on TV on Sunday mornings
and you will see. He is the self-ap-
pointed Lord of all. Parents and
teachers will tell you, if they were
not so scared, that students,
teachers and parents were in-
structed to vaccinate so that the
high school could be re-opened.

I leave two commandments
with you: Commandment 1 — I
am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt
not have strange Gods before me;
Commandment 8 — Thou shalt
not bear false witness against thy
neighbour.

Denzil Warner,
Old Roadl.
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Ivor Bird
pitalized _
foliowing traffic

Founder of popular
radio station, ZDK, Ivor
Bird, is currently hospi-
talized following a traffic
accident at Marble Hill
Road on Sunday after-
noon. Director of Oper-
ations at Glenville Radio,
ZDK, Clarence ‘CJ’ Derby
Jnr. has confirmed that
Bird was the person de-
picted in a photo laying
on the ground and in ob-
vious pain.

He reported that Bird,
who is semi-retired, was
taken to the hospital by
an EMS team.

Derby could not give
any further details about
Bird’s condition. Calls to
his son, Sean Bird, have
not been answered.

Bird is the fourth son
of VC Bird, Father of the
Nation.

rocaL News 1]

Ivor Bird, in this picture date
May 2019 on his personal Face
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Hundreds of families receive
back-to-school supplies

from MP Fe

This year will mark the eight
years that the Parliamentary Repre-
sentative for St. John’s Rural North,
Hon. Charles ‘Max’ Fernandez, em-

barks on his annual back-to-school _

donation initiative without fail.

With the prolonged effects of the |

global COVID-19 pandemic, this
year’s initiative had some draw-
backs at first. However, the con-
stituency representative remarked
that despite the uncertainty of
face-to-face schooling, education
and the tools for education remain
paramount.

The annual back-to-school bag-
pack initiative, led by MP Fernan-
dez, rolled out over the weekend
with bag distributions in Cedar
Grove and parts of Yorks commu-
nities. The distribution will con-
tinue in the coming days, as the
team is ensuring all items are re-
ceived, properly sanitized, and all
COVID-19 protocols maintained
during distribution.

The school package includes an
assortment of pens, school bags,
pencils, lunch kits and/or water
bottles, geometry sets, sharpeners,
paint sets, coloring books, rulers,
face shields, and a special message
from Hon. Charles Max Fernandez,
MP. According to the team, “All
packages were sanitized to ensure
health and safety.” In a personal
message to each student, MP Fer-

o

MP Fernandez hands over a backpack containing school
supplies to an appreciative student.

nandez wrote, “The effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic have been
greater than many expected. How-
ever, the importance of education,
your education remains consistent
and your health and protection re-
main a priority. Have a safe, happy,
productive and successful school
year!”

Minister Fernandez remarked
that though the shipment of items
arrived later than expected, based
on shipping issues, he is happy
that they arrived just in time for the
possible reopening of face-to-face
schooling. Nonetheless, he noted,
whether by face-to-face learning

nandez
W

or through remote learning, school
tools are vitally important.

One parent, while accepting the
items said: “I wanted to say a big
thank you to Minister Fernandez.
He has always supported us and we
do appreciate the items. Thank you
so much.” Community team mem-
bers are also expressing gratitude
to the youth in the communities for
assisting in packing the bags ahead
of time. The distribution is set to be
continued.

More pictures of MP Fernandez
distributing the school bags are
published in this edition of Pointe
Xpress.



LOCAL NEWS

Rural North MP proceeds with donations of
school bags and supplies to constituents, despite
lingering uncertainty about reopening.
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Barbados could soon include Blue
Economy Iin schools’ curriculum

Barbados Today - Min-
ister of Maritime Affairs
& the Blue Economy,
Kirk Humphrey, [on
the weekend] shared
his expectation during
the handing over of
seven Open Skiff sail-
boats at the Barbados
Yacht Club, Bay Street,
St. Michael.

Humphrey disclosed
that his Ministry had
been working with the
Ministry of Education,
Technological & Voca-
tional Training in its
‘Swim For Life’ initia-
tive, and there were
discussions about in-
cluding teaching about
the blue economy in
schools in the near fu-
ture.

“We're also talking
to the Ministry of Ed-
ucation about a big-
ger understanding of
the blue economy so
that the curriculum,
not only in terms of its
actual sports, sailing
and swimming and the
physical activities, but
that the actual curric-
ulum reflects a Blue
Economy understand-
ing.

“So what is hap-
pening with our cor-
al? What is happening
with our biodiversity?

Why do we need to
have marine-protect-
ed or marine-managed
areas to a certain ex-
tent? Why do we need
to look out for the par-
rot fish, the turtles and
those kinds of things?
And so, that kind of ed-
ucation is now being
contemplated in terms
of how do we incorpo-
rate that into the over-
all curriculum, and I
hope to see it in all its
fullness over time.”
Humphrey also not-
ed that the Ministry
of Maritime Affairs &
the Blue Economy has

been having discus-
sions with the Minis-
try of Youth, Sports &
Community Empow-
erment in an effort to
receive assistance with
its “We Sea, We Life”
programme.

He said that, through
the National Sports
Council, assistance has
been received for the
‘Swim For Life’ initia-
tive, and the Council
has provided infor-
mation about persons
who are able to partici-
pate in the Sail For Life
programme.

He added that he

would be deepening
his discussions on sail-
ing with the Minister
of Sports, so that more
young people could
be trained to a certain
level, and that it would
move beyond “being
an introductory sailing
programme to being a
real programme that
puts Barbados back
competitively on the
map”.

Mr. Humphrey also
said he plans to have
talks with the Sports
Ministry about beach
sports such as volley-
ball and water polo.
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Haiti’s leader: Migration won’t
end unless inequality does

Haiti’s Prime Minister, Dr. Ariel Henry.

Jamaica Gleaner - Amid an
outcry over the US treatment of
Haitian asylum-seekers, the Carib-
bean country’s embattled prime
minister [has] pointedly ... said
inequalities and conflict drive mi-
gration. But he stopped short of
directly criticising Washington over
the issue.“We do not wish to chal-
lenge the right of a sovereign state
to control the entry borders into
its territory, or to send back to the
country of origin those who enter
a country illegally,” Prime Minister
Ariel Henry said in a video speech
to the UN General Assembly’s an-
nual meeting of world leaders.

“Human beings, fathers and
mothers who have children, are al-
ways going to flee poverty and con-
flict,” he added. Henry urged the
international community to move
fast to improve living conditions
in the countries that refugees are
leaving for political or economic
reasons. “Migration will contin-
ue as long as the planet has both
wealthy areas, whilst most of the
world’s population lives in poverty,
even extreme poverty, without any
prospects of a better life,” he said.

Henry spoke as his country reels
from its president’s assassination,
an earthquake and the migration

crisis—all in the last three months.
His government is facing increas-
ing turmoil with presidential and
legislative elections set for Novem-
ber 7.

Confusion about US immigra-
tion policies and misinformation
on social media propelled thou-
sands of Haitians to the US south-
ern border in recent months. A
massive migrant camp — large-
ly made up of Haitians, many of
whom had been in Mexico or other
Latin American countries for years
— sprouted in the town of Del Rio,
Texas, peaking last week at over
14,000 people hoping to gain entry
to the US.

Images of US border patrol
agents using horses to block and
move migrants sparked outrage,
the resignation of the US special
envoy to Haiti, and an ongoing in-
vestigation.

President Joe Biden called the
agents’ tactics “horrible,” “danger-
ous” and “wrong.”

The camp has now been cleared.

Some people have been deport-
ed; about 12,400 migrants have
been allowed into the US, at least
temporarily, to pursue their claims
to stay, Homeland Security Secre-
tary Alejandro Mayorkas said.

Henry noted that the images
“shocked many people”, but he
didn't specifically say more about
how the United States handled the
situation. He noted, however, that
many countries which are prosper-
ous today have been built through
successive waves of migrants and
refugees. Haiti, the Western Hemi-
sphere’s poorest country, has long
struggled with political instability,
violence, natural disasters and en-
vironmental crises. But this sum-
mer’s series of blows has been es-
pecially difficult for the Caribbean
nation as it also contends with the
coronavirus pandemic. Fewer than
1 in 100 of its people have had at
least one dose of a vaccine.

President Jovenel Moise was as-
sassinated July 7.

Little over a month later, a
7.2-magnitude earthquake killed
over 2,200 people, injured more
than 12,000 and destroyed nearly
53,000 homes, according to Haiti’s
Civil Protection Agency.

Nearly 350 people are still miss-
ing, Henry said.

This month, Haiti’s now-former
chief prosecutor asked a judge to
charge Henry in Moise’s assassina-
tion.

The prosecutor said the prime
minister spoke to a key suspect
twice in the hours after the killing.

Henry’s office says he got lots of
calls and didn't take them all.

Henry fired the prosecutor and
the justice minister last week.

Another top official resigned, ac-
cusing the prime minister of trying
to obstruct justice.

Henry told the General Assem-
bly he is striving to bring the cul-
prits to justice, and he asked for
“mutual legal assistance” to do so.
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Royal Navy seizes £17m of
cocaine in Carlbbean drug bust

The St. Kitts-Nevis Ob-
server - COCAINE worth
more than £17 million has
been seized by the Roy-
al Navy’s Caribbean Task
Group - less than 24 hours
into the first drugs patrol
of their deployment.

Support ship RFA Wave
Knight intercepted the
suspect craft as it transited
international waters near
South America.

Despite efforts by the
suspected traffickers to
dump their cargo over-
board, eight bales were
recovered from the sea.
Weighed and tested, they
proved to be 216kg of co-
caine with an estimated
UK street value of £17.28
million.

Armed Forces Minister
James Heappey said: “This
successful operation,
which deprived criminal
gangs of over £17 million,
is another example of the
determination, versatil-
ity and effectiveness of
the Royal Navy wherever
it is deployed around the
world. “Whether protect-
ing the UK’ shores, pro-
viding hurricane and di-
saster relief for the people
of the Caribbean, or work-
ing with our US partners to
prevent international drug
traffickers plying their
deadly trade, our brave
servicemen and women
prove their worth time and
again.”

The bust began when
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary
(RFA) ship launched her
Wildcat helicopter — call-
sign Knightrider — on a

routine patrol.

Minutes later, Knightrid-
er’s crew reported a small
craft with three people on
board and large objects on
deck. Having been ordered
to stop by Knightrider, the
suspected drug-runners
then began throwing bales
overboard.

The ship closed in and
launched her smaller sea
boat, carrying the em-
barked US Coast Guard
Law Enforcement Detach-
ment (LEDET), to inter-
cept the vessel and detain
its occupants.

More than 200kg of drugs
were recovered and the
crew of the boat detained.
They will be handed over
to the US authorities.

The vessel was then de-
stroyed to prevent it be-
coming a danger to other
seafarers.

Captain Simon Herbert
RFA, Commanding Officer
of RFA Wave Knight at the
time, said: “I am extremely
proud of the profession-
alism and dedication of
all on-board RFA Wave
Knight — that includes 213
Flight,Royal Marines,
Royal Navy and the US
Coast Guard LEDET -
which led to the seizure of
these illegal drugs.

“In doing so they’ve con-
tributed to the reassurance
and protection of UK Over-
seas Territories, as well as
keeping these narcotics off
the streets of the UK.” RFA
Wave Knight is deployed
as part of the UK’s Carib-
bean Task Group, working
alongside the patrol ship
HMS Medway, which is
the UK’s permanent pres-
ence in the region.

The ship’s main role is to

provide support to British
Overseas Territories in the
event of a natural disaster,
with peak hurricane sea-
son running from August
to November. This year,
RFA Wave Knight has al-
ready delivered over 75
tonnes of aid to St. Vincent
& the Grenadines follow-
ing the volcanic eruption
in April.

The task group also
works alongside regional
navies, authorities and po-
lice forces — especially the
US Coast Guard - to tackle
criminal activity across the
Caribbean.

Last year, Royal Navy
ships and helicopters in
the Caribbean - again
working side-by-side with
US authorities — seized co-
caine worth nearly £400
million.
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SVG: 93 children COVID-19
positive in1 week

Pt

IWN SVG - One in every five
people who tested positive for
COVID-19in St.Vincent and the
Grenadines, during the week
ended Tuesday Sept. 21, was
under 18 years old.

The figure translates to 93 chil-
dren, or about 22% of all cases,
data released by epidemiolo-
gist Tamara Bobb at a Ministry
of Health press conference on
Thursday, show.

This comes a mere two weeks
before schools in the country
are scheduled to reopen for the
first time since December 2020.

However, the number of stu-
dents who have tested positive
for COVID-19 could be much
higher. The 15-22 age group ac-
counted for 87 cases or 19.68%
of those recorded in the sev-
en-day period.

Medical Officer of Health Dr.
Roger Duncan told the press
conference that health officials
were discussing its recommen-
dations to the government on
the reopening of school.

“I'think one thing we're certain
about, almost, is that schools
wouldn’t open as usual, so that
there won't be the full student
body attending schools,” Dun-
can said.

“Butin the final details of what
modality that would take and
how that would look, we should
be able to communicate that
early in the upcoming week.”

The situation comes amidst
a surge of COVID-19 cases,
which has seen the number of
active cases in the country rise
to 777 on Sept. 23, up from 37
one month earlier. Since Sept.
9, a further five persons have
died of COVID-19, bringing the
total to 17. Meanwhile, Minis-
ter of Health St. Clair “Jimmy”
Prince said that following the

COVID-19 protocols is import-
ant to stemming the surge and
ensuring that the nation’s chil-
dren can safely return to school.

“We have to focus on children
at thistime, becauseitis obvious
the school year is going to start
soon. We have been focusing
on the elderly, moreso because
of their inherent vulnerability,
etc., but we need to talk about
the other set of people who may
not become ill but who are suf-
fering anyway because of the
COVID-19,” the health minis-
ter said. The minister said while
there has been an uptick in
COVID-19 vaccination, “it is still
extremely low at this point.

“Itis important to note that all
hospitalised cases of COVID-19
are among those unvaccinated
with pre-existing conditions,”
Prince said. “I have no qualms
in repeating this all the time. It
is no coincidence that the ma-
jority of persons who have been
hospitalised here in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines who have
gotten ill in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, and who have died,
have been unvaccinated. No
coincidence at all in that area.”

He noted that the COVID-19 vac-
cines available in SVG are the Sputnik
V, AstraZeneca and Pfizer.

“Of course, Pfizer is available for
children 12 years and older. Current-
ly, all vaccines are free of charge. Vac-
cines are accessible, they are avail-
able, and they are safe. Most of all,
they work. We continue to advise you
to take them.”

The minister said that at no time
in the history of the nation has the
health ministry’s slogan, “Your health
—a shared responsibility”, been more
relevant than in the face of the chal-
lenges posed by the pandemic.

“This deadly viral infection has im-
pacted directly health, and indirect-
ly all of the social determinants of
health, including education, literacy,
income, social networks, and the op-
portunities for healthy child develop-
ment.”

He said the tools available to effec-
tively control the spread of COVID-19

are old and proven.
They are rapid identification
through  testing,  containment

through isolation and quarantine, the
correct use of masks, the sanitisation
of hands, physical distancing and
vaccination.
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Iceland elects Europe’s first
female majority parliament

BBC - Iceland has
made history by be-
coming the first Eu-
ropean country to
elect a female major-
ity to parliament.

Some 33 of the 63
seats in the Althingi
parliament, or 52%,
have been won by
women. This marks
an increase of nine
seats from the last
election in 2017.

No other European
country has breached
the 50% threshold,
with Sweden coming
closest at 47%, ac-
cording to data from
the Inter Parliamen-
tary Union. Unlike
some other coun-
tries, Iceland does
not have legal quotas
on female represen-
tation in parliament,
though some parties
do require a mini-
mum number of can-
didates be women.

“In a historical and
international  light,
the most significant
news is that women
are now first time in
majority in the Ice-
landic  parliament,
and a first in Europe.
This is good news,”
President Gudni
Johannesson told
broadcaster RUV.

The country has
long been consid-

ered a leader in gen-
der equality and was
ranked the most gen-
der-equal nation in
the world for the 12th
year running in a
World Economic Fo-
rum report released
in March. It offers
the same parental
leave to both men
and women, and its
first law on equal pay
for men and women
dates back to 1961.
It was also the first
country in the world
to elect a female pres-
ident in 1980.

One of those elect-
ed was Lenya Run
Taha Karim of the

opposition Pirate
Party, who, at just
21, becomes the

youngest MP in the
country’s history. “I
just woke up not so
long ago - I'm not
going to lie about it
- and turned off the
phone in airplane
mode and it was all
exploding,” she told
reporters. “Full, full,
full of messages and
I managed to look
in one message and
it said: Congratula-
tions, so I assumed I
had gotten in.” Just
five other countries
currently have parlia-
ments where women
hold at least half the

|
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Iceland’s Prime Minister Katrin Jakobsdot-
tir casting her vote on Saturday.

seats. Rwanda leads
the way, with wom-
en making up 61.3%
of the members of its
lower house.

It is followed by
Cuba on 53.4%, Nic-
aragua on 50.6% and
Mexico and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates at
50%. Women make
up just 34.2% of the
members of the Unit-
ed Kingdom’s House
of Commons and just
27.6% of the House
of Representatives in
the United States.

Meanwhile, yester-
day’s election saw the
incumbent left-right
coalition govern-
ment, led by Prime
Minister Katrin Ja-
kobsdottir, increase
its majority.

However, her par-
ty, the Left Green
Movement, looks set
to lose several seats,

while her right-wing
partners gained five
MPs, casting doubt
over her future as
prime minister.
Opinion polls had
predicted that the
coalition would fall
short of a majority
but a surge in sup-
port for the cen-
tre-right Progressive
Party, which won five
more seats than in
2017, pushed the co-
alition’s total seats to
37, according to RUV.
The current govern-
ment, which consists
of Ms. Jakobsdottir’s
Left-Green =~ Move-
ment, the conserva-
tive Independence
Party and the centrist
Progressive Party,
said before the elec-
tion that they would
negotiate continued
cooperation if they
held their majority.
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ions run dry as

trucker shortage sparks hoarding

(AP) — Thousands
of British gas stations
ran dry Sunday, an in-
dustry group said, as
motorists scrambled
to fill up amid a sup-
ply disruption due to
a shortage of truck
drivers.

The Petrol Retailers
Association, which
represents almost
5,500 independent
outlets, said about
two-thirds of its mem-
bers were reporting
that they had sold out
their fuel, with the rest
“partly dry and run-
ning out soon”.

Association chair-
man Brian Madder-

A view of a sign at a petrol station in Bracknell, England, Sunday

Sept. 26, 2021. In a U-turn, Britain says it will issue thousands of
emergency visas to foreign truck drivers to help fix supply-chain

son said the shortag- -
problems that have caused empty supermarket shelves, long lines at

es were the result of

“panic buying, pure
and simple”.

“There is plenty of
fuel in this country,
but it is in the wrong
place for the motor-
ists,” he told the BBC.
“It is still in the termi-
nals and the refiner-
ies.”

Long lines of vehi-
cles formed at many
gas stations over the
weekend and tempers
frayed as some drivers
waited for hours. Po-
lice were called to one
London gas station
Sunday after a scuffle
broke out. Police said
a man was arrested on

gas stations and shuttered petrol pumps.

suspicion of assault.
The haulage indus-
try says the UK is short
tens of thousands of
truckers due to a per-
fect storm of factors
including the coro-
navirus pandemic, an
aging workforce, and
an exodus of foreign
workers following
Britain’s Brexit depar-
ture from the Europe-
an Union last year.
Several countries,
including the United
States and Germany,
also are experiencing
a shortage of truck
drivers. The problem

has been especial-
ly visible in Britain
where it has contrib-
uted to empty super-
market shelves and
shuttered gas pumps.

After weeks of
mounting  pressure,
the UK’s Conserva-
tive government an-
nounced Saturday
that it will issue thou-
sands of emergency
visas to foreign truck
drivers to help pre-
vent a Christmas with-
out turkey or toys for
many British families.
The government said
it would issue 5,000

three-month visas for
truck drivers starting
in October, and an-
other 5,500 for poultry
workers.

Industry groups
welcomed the new
visa plan, although
the British Retail Con-
sortium said it was
“too little, too late”.

Ruby McGre-
gor-Smith, president
of the Confederation
of British Industry,
said the announce-
ment was “the equiv-
alent of throwing a
thimble of water on a
bonfire”.
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Several deaddas Amtrak
;ram deralls inUS state
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Al Jazeera - Several people
have died in the United States
when an Amtrak train went off
the rails in the state of Montana,
according to an official.

Starr Tyler, dispatcher at the
Liberty Country Sherriff’s Office,
told the Associated Press news
agency that at least three people
were killed in Saturday’s inci-
dent.

She did not have more details.

Amtrak said it was “deeply
saddened” by the deaths, adding
there were also multiple injuries.

It said the Empire Builder train
had about 147 passengers and 13
crew on board when five cars de-
railed near the town of Joplin at
4:00 p.m.

“Amtrak is working with the
local authorities to transport
injured passengers and safely
evacuate all other passengers,”
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it added. The cause of Saturday’s
incident was not immediate-
ly clear. US media reported the
train was headed for the western
city of Seattle from Chicago.

Photos posted to social me-
dia showed several cars on their
sides. Passengers were standing
alongside the tracks, some carry-
ing luggage.

The images showed sunny
skies and it appeared the acci-
dent occurred along a straight
section of tracks.

Megan Vandervest, a passen-
ger on the train who was going
to visit a friend in Seattle, told
the New York Times that she was
awakened by the derailment.

“My first thought was that we
were derailing because, to be
honest, I have anxiety and I had
heard stories about trains de-
railing,” said Vandervest, who is
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from Minneapolis.

“My second thought was ‘that’s
crazy. We wouldn’t be derailing.’
Like, that doesn’t happen.”

She told the Times that the
car behind hers was tilted over,
the one behind that was entire-
ly tipped over, and the three cars
behind that “had completely
fallen off the tracks and were de-
tached from the train”.

Speaking from the Liberty
County Senior Center, where
passengers were being taken,
Vandervest said it felt like “ex-
treme turbulence on a plane”.

The National Transportation
Safety Board said it will send a
14-member team, including in-
vestigators and specialists in
railway signals and other disci-
plines, to investigate the derail-
ment.
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Freed from Canada, Huawei
executive Meng Wanzhou
hailed as hero upon return to

China

(CNN) - Huawei executive
Meng Wanzhou, who spent near-
ly three years in house arrest in
Canada, returned home late Sat-
urday, ending a prolonged ex-
tradition fight with the United
States and sparking an outburst
of national pride in China where
herrelease has been portrayed as
a diplomatic victory for Beijing.

Meng, who was wanted by
US federal prosecutors for fraud
charges related to alleged Iran
sanction violations, was arrested
in Vancouver in December 2018.
Beijing called it a political arrest
by the former Trump adminis-
tration and repeatedly demand-
ed she be released.

Her legal battle strained rela-
tions between China, the United
States and Canada, especially
after Beijing detained two Cana-
dians following Meng’s arrest — a
move widely interpreted as polit-
ical retaliation.

On Friday, Meng was allowed
to go home after reaching an
agreement with the US De-
partment of Justice to defer her
prosecution until late 2022, af-
ter which her charges could be
dropped. Hours after her release,
the two Canadians detained by
China, Michael Kovrig and Mi-
chael Spavor, were also freed.

On Saturday evening, the
southern Chinese city of Shen-
zhen, where the tech giant Hua-
wei is headquartered, rolled out
a red carpet welcome for Meng
who arrived on a flight chartered
by the Chinese government.

Huawei executive Meng Wanzhou waves as she steps out of an air-
plane after arriving at Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport in
Shenzhen, China, on September 26.

Wearing a red dress, Meng
emerged from the plane with-
out a face mask and waved to a
crowd of more than 100 people
waving Chinese flags and shout-
ing “welcome home”.

“I'm finally back home!” Meng
said in a brief speech to those as-
sembled on the tarmac, express-
ing gratitude to her “great moth-
erland”, the ruling Communist
Party and, specifically, Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

“As an ordinary Chinese citi-
zen who had suffered this plight
and been stranded abroad for
three years, there was never a
moment where I did not feel the
care and warmth of the Party,
the motherland and the people,”
said Meng, who is the daughter
of Huawei’s founder, Ren Zheng-
fei. “Chairman Xi cares about
the safety of every Chinese citi-
zen, and he also keeps my situ-
ation on his mind. I am deeply
moved.”

Meng ended her speech vow-
ing to uphold the leadership of
Xi and the party, and pledging

loyalty to her country.

“Where there is a Chinese flag,
there is a beacon of faith,” she
said emotionally. “If faith has a
color, it must be China red.”

While Meng had repeatedly
called herself an “ordinary Chi-
nese” in the speech, the grand
reception for her was anything
but ordinary.

As her plane descended to-
ward the airport, it was greeted
by a special message from the
control tower: “Here is China’s
Shenzhen Baoan Airport. The
motherland is forever your most
powerful support. Welcome
back, Ms. Meng Wanzhou!”

Inside the arrival hall, hun-
dreds of people gathered to wel-
come Meng. Holding national
flags, flowers and banners, the
crowd erupted in national pride,
shouting slogans including “long
live the motherland” and belting
out patriotic songs.

Downtown, Shenzhen’s tall-
est skyscrapers lit up with the
message: “Welcome home Meng
Wanzhou!”
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Afghanistan want to host
Pakistan for cricket series

Afghanistan Cricket chairman said they want to
host Pakistan for cricket series.
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Newly appointed Af-
ghanistan cricket chair-
man Azizullah Fazli said
Wednesday he would vis-
it neighbouring Pakistan
later this week to invite
the side for a One-Day
series.

The war-torn nation
has steadily risen in in-
ternational cricket over
the past few years, with
stars such as the world’s
top spinner Rashid Khan,
but there have been calls
for a boycott of the men’s
team after the hardline
Taliban’s takeover last
month. The change of
government has called
into question the future
of Afghanistan’s partici-
pation in Test matches,
as under International
Cricket Council (ICC)
regulations, nations must
also have an active wom-
en’s team.

The Taliban are yet to
announce a policy on
women playing sport,
but a senior official has
said it would be “not nec-
essary’.

Avoiding comment-
ing on the latest devel-
opments, Fazli said he
planned to visit other re-
gional cricketing powers.

“I am taking a tour of
Pakistan from September
25 and then will go to In-
dia, Bangladesh and the
United Arab Emirates to
meet officials of cricket
boards,” he told AFP over
the phone from Kabul.

“We are seeking to im-
prove Afghanistan crick-
et so that will come with
cooperation from other

countries,” Fazli added.

Raja confirmed Fazli
would visit Pakistan.

Fazli, in his second
term as chairman after
serving the board from
September 2018 to July
2019, said he was com-
mitted to improving facil-
ities in Afghanistan.

Afghanistan are in
Group 2 of the Super 12
stages of the Twenty20
World Cup due to start
from October 17 in the
United Arab Emirates.

Australia has threat-
ened to cancel a Test
match with Afghanistan
in Brisbane in November
unless the Taliban allow
women to play cricket.

Fazli said he would
meet new Pakistan Crick-
et Board chairman Ram-
iz Raja, “and offer to host
Pakistan for the series
which we were due to
play in Sri Lanka in Sep-
tember”.

The three-match One-
Day series between Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan
was cancelled over lo-
gistical problems and a
COVID-19 outbreak in
Sri Lanka. It was part of
a One-Day league which
is a qualification process
for the 2023 World Cup.

The new rulers on
Tuesday sacked Hamid
Shinwari as Afghanistan
Cricket Board chief exec-
utive, replacing him with
Naseeb Zadran Khan,
linked to the Hagqgani
network, which is re-
sponsible for some of the
worst attacks in the coun-
try’s history.
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Aston Villa’s Leon Bailey (rig
mier League match betweer

) scores during the English Pre-
ston Villa and Everton atWVilla

Park, Birmingham, England;last Saturday.

BAILEY. OUT
FOR THREE
WEEKS
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Jamaica will be forced to
continue their World Cup
qualifying campaign without
the services of national winger
Leon Bailey.

The Aston Villa midfield-
er has been officially ruled
out for at least the next three
weeks because of a thigh strain
suffered in their 3-0 win over
Everton last Saturday.

Bailey, 24 scored his first
English Premier League (EPL)
goal during the game as a sec-
ond-half substitute. However,
he lasted only 21 minutes be-
fore coming off the field with
the winger saying in his post-
game interview that the inju-
ry came from the goal that he
scored which saw Aston Villa
go to 10th place in the league
table.

The Everton game was Bai-

ley’s second appearance for
Aston Villa since returning
from a hamstring injury two
weeks ago. The strain caused
him to miss two games be-
fore the September window.
The injury also resulted in him
missing Jamaica’s first three
qualifying matches earlier this
month.

Aston Villa manager Dean
Smith said that while they are
hopeful that he will be able to
return to action as early as Oc-
tober 16, they will be monitor-
ing the situation to see where
he is leading up to their first
game after the October win-
dow.

This means that Bailey will
be unavailable for Jamaica's
next set of World Cup qualifi-
ers against the United States
on October 7, Canada on Oc-

tober 10, and Honduras on
October 13.

The Reggae Boyz are al-
ready facing injury concerns
as striker Shamar Nicholson
suffered a broken jaw while
in action for his Belgian club
Charelori on September 18, in
a 1-0 defeat to reigning cham-
pions Club Brugge. Nicholson
underwent surgery yesterday
to correct the issue and in
an interview with the Glean-
er on Wednesday said that he
should be good to go for Ja-
maica’s next set of qualifying
matches.

Head coach Theodore Whit-
more recently underlined Bai-
ley’s importance to Jamaica’s
cause and had revealed that
the player was named to the
final roster for the upcoming
games.
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Naomi Osaka on future in
tennis: ‘1 know ’m gonna play
again ... probably soon’

Three weeks after an-
nouncing she was stepping
away from tennis for the
time being, Naomi Osaka
addressed her potential re-
turn.

Appearing on HBO’s The
Shop, Osaka said she’s cer-
tain about playing again and
“probably soon”.

“For sure, I love the sport,”
she explained. “I know I'm
gonna play again, proba-
bly soon because I kind of
have that itch again. But it
wouldn’t really matter to me
if I won or lost. I'd just have
the joy of being back on the
court. Just to, like, you know,
that I'm doing it for myself.”

After losing to Leylah Fer-
nandez in the third round
of the U.S. Open on Sept. 3,
the 23-year-old said through
tears at her press conference
that she needed to take a
step back.

“I feel like for me, recent-
ly, like when I win, I don't
feel happy. I feel more like a
relief. And then when I lose,
I feel very sad,” Osaka said.
“I don'’t think that’s normal.”

Speaking on the show,
Osaka noted it's important
for her “to feel like I'm play-
ing for myself” when she re-
turns to the court:

‘And 1 started to feel like
that power was being taken
away from me. And the way
that I felt, like, I wasn't play-
ing to make myself happy
and I was more concerned

about ... what would people
say about me.

“I used to love the com-
petition and just being com-
petitive. Like if I were to play
a long match, the longer it
was the more fun it was for
me. And then I just started to
feel—recently—the longer it
was the more stressed out I
became. But I just needed a
break to go within myself.”

Osaka took a two-month
break earlier this year af-
ter  withdrawing  from
the French Open prior to
her second-round match
against Ana Bogdan. Her de-
cision came after saying be-
fore the tournament began
that she was going to skip
the post-match press con-
ferences.

The four Grand Slam
tournaments responded in
a statement, saying Osaka
would be fined if she didn't
take part in the press confer-
ences.

Osaka made her return to
competition at the Olympics
in July. The Japanese star
was one of the torchbear-
ers at the Tokyo Games. She
also played in the Western
& Southern Open and US
Open before taking a sab-
batical.

The WTA has four events
remaining in 2021 before the
end of the season. The 2022
Australian Open is sched-
uled to begin Jan. 17.
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The West Indies CricketiB@@rd has decided to
honor the commitmentto play in Pakistan. %%
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West Indies refuse to go
the way of England

and NewyZealand; ready

to play in Pakistan

Pakistan Crick-
et Board (PCB) has
received two major
blows after the can-
cellation of the New
Zealand and England
tours. The cricket was
finally coming to Paki-
stan but the two can-
cellations have put
Pakistan’s future in
doubt.

Apart from the fi-
nancial losses, crick-
eters have been de-
nied an opportunity

to play in front of the
local fans. Meanwhile,
the West Indies Cricket
Board has decided to
honour the commit-
ment to play in Paki-
stan.

“At this stage, our in-
tention is to fulfill our
touring  obligations.
We've got a pretty clear
process that we go
through with indepen-
dent security experts,
as we did in 2018,”
CWI Chief Executive

Officer Johnny Grave
was quoted as saying
by Trinidad Newsday.
Since the resump-
tion of international
cricket in Pakistan,
West Indies have
played in the country.
“We will follow that
process, the board of
directors, WIPA (West
Indies Players’ Asso-
ciation), as well as the
players themselves will
review the plans and
our reports, including

the independent secu-
rity advice. Most of our
women’s and men’s
players have played in
Pakistan in the last few
years,” Grave said.

The West Indies will
play three T20Is and
three ODIs in Pakistan.
Both the men’s and
women’s teams will
play in the sub-conti-
nent country.
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