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Incoming CARICOM Chairman, Prime Minister Hon. Gaston Browne, will
address the opening session of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
Heads of Government today. The opening will also hear remarks from

the Outgoing Chairman, Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley of Trinidad and
Tobago, and CARICOM’s Secretary-General, Ambassador Irwin LaRocque.
(see our LEAD STORY on page 4 )

JetBlue doubles service as tourism bounces back (PAGES 13 - 15)
90 years of Girl Guiding in A&B (STORY ON PAGES 17 & 18)
Antiguan cops PhD from prestigious US university (PAGE 16)



A round of

applause

by Risa Adams

It is with much pride and
gratitude that I commend
and honour the Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbu-
da for a job well done in en-
suring the safety and peace
of mind of its people during
this pandemic.

Antigua and Barbuda has
not yet experienced the de-
spair and full extent of the
COVID-19 virus as many
other states and coun-
tries across the world have.
Thanks to our Govern-
ment’s proactive and strate-
gic measures, we have been
shielded from much of this.

All the while, of course,
our hardworking, dedicated
and competent Prime Min-
ister is being dealt no end
of backlash and resistance
from individuals who fool-
ishly make everything po-
litical.

However, this is a Gov-
ernment that truly knows

its country and people; rec-
ognizing  Opposition-fu-
eled propaganda for exactly
what it is. It is the one job
that these laggards have
any chance of holding onto.
They remain relevant only
as full-time defamatory as-
sailants and malignant pro-
pagandists against the An-
tigua and Barbuda Labour
Party. But the ABLP right-
fully, mostly ignores them,
preferring to engage its
time and energy on matters
of real-world importance
and serious concern to the
people.

The Gaston Browne ad-
ministration has never ne-
glected its responsibility to
educate Antiguans and Bar-
budans about the pandem-
ic, or left them to glean bits
and pieces of disjointed in-
formation from sometimes
confusing sources. Instead
— led by the Prime Minister
himself and other Cabinet
giants such as Health Min-
ister Sir Molwyn, Informa-
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tion Minister Nicholas and
Tourism Minister Fernan-
dez, to name just a tiny few
— they skillfully, but honest-
ly, utilize the local news and
other platforms to get the
necessary information out
to the public. That consis-
tent flow of reliable infor-
mation has been properly
and consistently communi-
cated from different angles
and sources, making sure
to always operate within
accepted and proven best
practices.

The Gaston Browne ad-
ministration is in no way
responsible for the ignorant
and willful stubbornness to
which some of our people
cling. But that is their unfor-
tunate choice and not any
inaction or policy failure on
the part of our Government
and health authorities.

Exhibiting great leader-
ship, we have every reason
to be confident and opti-
mistic about the Govern-
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ment’s approach to this sec-
ond wave. Without a doubt,
they are doing an excep-
tional job at minimizing the
effects of COVID-19 in Anti-
gua and Barbuda while sta-
bilizing the economy. Talk
about good management!

Even throughout our fi-
nancial strains, the Gov-
ernment has managed to
maintain its obligations
to pensioners and public
sector workers, which is a
lot more than many of us
expected. Training, too, is
made available for persons
who are unemployed be-
cause of COVID-19 to help
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them adapt and find new
sources of income. Not
only that, but with Antigua
and Barbuda now cleared
by the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) as a
Level 1 (low risk) country,
there will be no delay in
the renewed acceptance of
visitors. All preparations to
reopen the tourism sector
— namely, the overhaul of
St. Johns Development and
the new pier at the Antigua
Cruise Port — are complet-
ed. No stone has been left
unturned. Every nook and
cranny has been explored.
The Gaston Browne ad-
ministration has not taken
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its eye off the ball and no
smokescreen can sidetrack
them. The Government has
shown that they know how
to go the distance and do
what it takes to get the job
done — whether it involves
accumulating funds and
resources for an addition-
al mobile vaccination unit
or providing high-value in-
centives for coaxing people
to get vaccinated.

Ithasbeen well over ayear
since the announcement
of the first COVID-19 case,
and our Government has
shown itself to be proactive
and resilient throughout.
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PM Browne presides as
new Caricom chairman

Outgoing Caricom Chairman, Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley of Trinidad and Tobago (left) and
Incoming Chairman, Prime Minister Hon. Gaston Browne of Antigua and Barbuda (right).

Prime Minister of Antigua
and Barbuda, Hon. Gaston
Browne, is the new Chairman
of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM). The 42nd Regular
Meeting of CARICOM Heads
of Government will be chaired
(virtually) by PM Browne over
the next two days, Monday 5th
— Tuesday 6th July 2021. The
public is invited to tune into the
Opening Session today Monday
5th July from 10:00 a.m. Eastern
Caribbean Time.

Remarks will be presented by
CARICOM  Secretary-General,
Ambassador Irwin LaRocque;
outgoing CARICOM Chairman,
Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley
of Trinidad and Tobago; and in-
coming CARICOM Chairman,
Prime Minister Hon. Gaston
Browne of Antigua and Barbu-
da. This Opening Session will
be Livestreamed to the public
via the following platforms:

CARICOM Face Book Page
- https://www.facebook.com/

caricom.org CARICOM You
Tube Channel - https://www.
youtube.com/c/caricomorg
You can also view the live
stream via the Office of the
Prime Minister Facebook Page
- https://www.facebook.com/
OPMAntiguaBarbuda

Chairman Prime Minister
Gaston Browne will host an
end-of-meeting press confer-
ence on Tuesday afternoon,
which will also be livestreamed
on the above platforms.

A APUA (RIS IN[SING MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

hese planned outages are necessary for our continuous upgrade and maintenance programme to provide reliable and consistent service to our customers.

Monday, 5th Tuesday, 6th Wednesday, 7th Thursday, 8th Friday, oth

July 2021 July 2021 July 2021 July 2021 July' 2021
Crosbies Section of Friars Hill Section of Section of Pares, Section of Boon’s
Road, north of the Belmont near the primary Point and Blue

Waters
8:30 AM - 11:30 AM

school
8:30 AM - 11:30 AM

substation and WIOC

8:30 AM - 11:30 AM 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Camp Blizzard

8:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Kindly note that this schedule is subject to slight variation. Changes will be communicated on the APUA Facebook page.
Any service disruptions outside of this schedule were not anticipated. For further information and updates please call 311.
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Education Director defends

quality provided by public schools
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Director of Education
Clare Browne has mount-
ed a strong defense of
the level of primary edu-
cation provided by pub-
lic schools following the
release of the Grade Six

National Schools As-
sessment Examinations
(NSAE)

In a review of the results
of the 2021 NSAE, Di-
rector Browne said while
the list of the top 100 stu-
dents was largely pop-
ulated by students from
private schools, it does
Director of Education, Mr. Clare Browne.

not tell the full story of
what’s happening with
public primary school ed-
ucation.

He explained that the
overall results show that
86% of the students who
wrote the exams came
away with ‘acceptable
grades’. Browne said
since more public school
students wrote the exams
than private school stu-
dents, it is fair to say that
the majority of students
making up that 86% came
from the public primary
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schools. He further ex-
plained that some private
schools are very selec-
tive in who they accept.
Additionally, they often
maintain rigorous stan-
dards which students
have to meet or be kicked
out of the schools. “They,
public primary schools,
can’t do that. Our man-
date is to take whoever
turns up with a birth cer-
tificate. There were only
14 public primary school
students among the top

100 passes. Howev-
er, what you see is not
necessarily what meets
the eye, because in the
public school system we
offer value added teach-
ing and learning,” he
remarked. According to
the Director, the philoso-
phy of the public school
system is different from
private schools as there
is no exclusion; every-
one is accepted. “Every
learner succeeds in val-
ue-added learning. We
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take you from where you
are to where you ought
to be. It matters not your
background, we have
a responsibility to ed-
ucate you,” he further
explained. There are 29
public and 28 private pri-
mary schools operating
in the country.

At the National Assess-
ment Examinations,
Alaine E. Challenger
of the Grace Christian
Academy emerged as
the top student, amass-

ing 378 out of a possible
400 points.

The other students in the
top six are Damaya Bird,
second, with 375 points
and Ethan Camacho,
third, with 372 points —
both from the Baptist
Academy.

Three students tied for
4th place: Aedan Byer
and Lauren Khoury of St.
Nicholas Academy, and
Mayan Hadeed of Island
Academy.

PM Browne wants health, wellbeing of
SIDS to become global human right

Prime Minister the Hon. Gas-
ton Browne on Friday reiter-
ated a call made earlier this
week at the first World Health
Organisation (WHO) forum
for Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) on Health, for
the health and well-being of
SIDS to be seen as a global
human right.

While presenting the open-
ing statement on Friday at a
joint press conference with
the Director General of WHO,
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, PM Browne said
this view should be univer-
sally acceptable within the
United Nations system and
other development partners.

“This Outcome Statement
requires action by all and
hinges on urgent interven-
tion in addressing the unique
vulnerability of SIDS and
the inequalities that stand
as obstacles to our develop-

ment. It also firmly estab-
lishes health at the heart of
climate action and the need
to develop climate resilient
health systems,” Prime Min-
ister Browne said.

The country’s leader, who is
chairman of the SIDS group-
ing AOSIS (Alliance of Small
Island States), added that
health and economic resil-
ience cannot be achieved by
SIDS without assistance from
the International Communi-
ty. He pointed out that new
inclusive funding mecha-
nisms for sustainable financ-
ing should be developed,
to include debt-for-climate
swaps and obligatory, com-
pensatory financial instru-
ments for loss and damage
from climate change disas-
ters, and for adaptation and
mitigation.

“Eligibility
should be

for financing
inclusive and

based on vulnerability. To this
end, the Outcome Statement
reiterates the call for the de-
velopment of a multi-dimen-
sional vulnerability index to
replace the flawed per capi-
ta income criterion,” Prime
Minister Browne stated.

We are pleased to present
in this issue of Pointe Xpress
the full text of the Prime Min-
ister’s statement at the con-
cluding press conference
held with WHO Director Gen-
eral.

Statement by the Hon-
ourable Gaston Browne,
Prime Minister of An-
tigua and Barbuda, at
press briefing on SIDS
Summit Quitcome State-
ment, 2nd July 2021

Director-General, members of

the media, distinguished ladies
and gentlemen.



I welcome this oppor-
tunity to brief the mem-
bers of the press on the
SIDS Summit Outcome
Statement.

First of all, let me thank
everyone who partic-
ipated in the first ever
WHO-SIDS Summit and
for their contribution to
the development of this
excellent and pragmat-
ic Outcome Statement
which calls for a healthy
and resilient future.
Antigua and Barbuda,
as the Chair of the Al-
liance of Small Island
States, takes this oppor-
tunity to fully endorse
the Summit’s Outcome

Statement.
The Outcome State-

ment captures the vul-
nerabilities of Small Is-
land Developing States,
which are susceptible
to the threats of eco-
nomic shocks, climate
change and the burden
of non-communicable
diseases, which have
undermined the health
and well-being of our
citizens and residents.
While mindful of our
vulnerabilities and
limited capacity, SIDS
have been confront-
ing the challenges with
their limited resources,
but our inadequate re-
sources are now further
strained by the impact
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. SIDS vulnerabil-
ities have worsened by
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, to the extent that
achieving the sustain-
able development goals
and the aspirations of
the SAMOA Pathway,
will require a multi-di-
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mensional approach,
including the support of
the international com-
munity.

The sustainable devel-
opment goals’ overar-
ching principle, is to
leave no one behind and
DIDS are determined to
achieve that goal.

This however requires
greater global collab-
oration and coopera-
tion of the international
community to develop
more refined, bespoke
development pathways
for SIDS to effectively
confront the challenges
they are faced with.

The health and well-
being of SIDS must be
seen as a global hu-
man right; justifiable
on moral grounds and
our common humanity.
This should be univer-
sally acceptable within
the UN system and oth-
er development part-
ners.

This Outcome State-
ment requires action by
all and hinges on urgent
intervention in address-
ing the unique vulner-
ability of SIDS and the
inequalities that stand
as obstacles to our de-
velopment.

It also firmly establish-
es health at the heart of
climate action and the
need to develop climate
resilient health systems.

However, health and
economic resilience
cannot be achieved by
SIDS without the as-

sistance of the interna-
tional community.

Hence, new inclusive
funding mechanisms
for sustainable financ-
ing should be devel-
oped, to include debt
for climate swaps and
obligatory, = compen-
satory financial in-
struments for loss and
damage, as a result of
damage from climate
change disasters and
for adaptation and mit-
igation.

Eligibility for financ-
ing should be inclusive
and based on vulnera-
bility. To this end, the
Outcome Statement
reiterates the call for
the development of a
multi-dimensional vul-
nerability index to re-
place the flawed, per
capita income criterion.

The outcome document
also calls for ambitious
measures to combat
climate change and to
protect the natural en-
vironment.

However, I wish to add
that profligate users of
fossil fuels, who have
contributed to global
warming and pollution,
whose adverse climate
actions have resulted
in loss and damages in
SIDS, should be legally
obligated to make fi-
nancial reparations for
the damages.

This compensation,
should include debt
write-offs for SIDS that
have had to borrow
repeatedly to rebuild
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from climate damage,
resulting in unsustain-
able debt burdens.

The outcome document
addresses the burdens
of malnutrition and
undernutrition, neces-
sitating interventions
to ensure food security
and adequate nutrition.

It recommends pooled
procurement  among
SIDS, especially for
medicines and medi-
cal supplies, to reduce
costs. Pooled procure-
ment has been success-
fully practiced in the
OECS Caribbean for de-
cades.

It also acknowledges
the need to acquire new
technologies, including
access to digital tech-
nologies and the need
for access to good qual-
ity education and life-
long learning.

While we all can agree
that we are small, our
dreams and goals ex-
tend beyond our bor-
ders. SIDS have led
many global initiatives
that often times served
as the anchor to many
international agree-
ments.

We placed NCDs on
the global stage, as our
countries are particu-
larly affected by NCDs,
with unacceptably high
rates of morbidity and
mortality. We led the
charge for one-point-
five-to-stay-alive, as
climate change dis-
proportionately affects
SIDS more than any

Cont’d on pg8



Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Director General of the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
taking part in a Global Forum on Health for Small
Island Development States (SIDS) on Friday 2
July 2021, and featuring Antigua and Barbuda’s
Prime Minister, Hon. Gaston Browne, who is also
chairman of the Alliance of Small Island States

(AOSIS).

other. Development
challenges like pan-
demics and diseases,
climate change and
disasters, economic
instability and lack of
global economic oppor-
tunities, compound the
vulnerability of SIDS
and inhibit our overall
development. Despite
these challenges, our
countries are innova-
tors and movers. Anti-
gua and Barbuda and
other SIDS were among
the first to have elimi-
nated mother-to-child
transmission of HIV.
The small state of Cuba
is a leader in healthcare
and medicines. And
many other SIDS are

promoting the concept
of universal healthcare,
with significant success
despite their fiscal con-
straints.While we can
list a few accomplish-
ments, the world some-
times turns its back
on us more times than
often. COVID-19 is a
prime example.Despite
the good effort of the
COVAX facility, devel-
oped partners are not
doing enough. With the
economic  onslaught
of the pandemic, SIDS
have limited access to
vaccines, and travel and
trade have been cur-
tailed, inflicting great
wounds on our econo-
mies. We now run the
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risk of disintegrating
into economic sclerosis,
eroding decades of hard
won gains. Our tourism
industry is all but at a
standstill. Our econo-
mies are shattered and
there is much anxiety
amongst our countries
of the possibility of a
protracted  pandem-
ic. It is therefore our
hope that the WHO can
begin the process of a
pandemic and global
health toolkit that is tai-
lored for SIDS.

To achieve the objec-
tives of this Outcome
Statement, we must

commit to take bold ac-
tions, recognizing the
interconnectedness of
the human health of
SIDS and sustainable
development. This re-
quires tackling the so-

cial determinants for
healthy SIDS, while
promoting economic
resilience for our coun-
tries.

I close by thanking Dr.
Tedros for his exem-
plary global leadership
during this most chal-
lenging period, and I
thank him for his com-
mitment and advocacy
on behalf of SIDS.

Finally, we welcome the
recommendation  for
the establishment of a
SIDS Leaders Group on
Health for high level ad-
vocacy, and I charge ev-
eryone to use this Sum-
mit Outcome Statement
as a rallying call in ad-
dressing the health
challenges of SIDS.
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WHERE INNOVATIVE

w I O C OIL SOLUTIONS COUNT!

WEST INDIES OIL CO.LTD.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

“Energizing Transformative Growth"

DEADLINE: JULY 9™, 2021

The West Indies Oil Company Ltd (WIQC), is one of the premier petroleum service providers in the
Caribbean. Founded in 1965 as an oil refinery, combined with the terminalling and marketing of
petroleum products, the company has become an influential player in the regional petroleum industry.
The company has invested heavily in its People to fulfill its long-term strategy of growth and expansion
of products and services through its core values: Safety, Excellence, Integrity, Reliability and Innovation.
To continue on this trajectory, WIOC has a career opportunity for the right industry professional with
outstanding technical proficiency and proven leadership capability in inspiring teams to achieve safety
excellence.

HEALTH, SAFETY, & ENVIRONMENT (HSE) MANAGER

The HSE Manager will lead and coordinate the strategic planning and manage the effective
implementation of WIOC HSE action plans in line with regional and national petroleum industry
standards, government regulations and recognised best practices. The successful candidate will carry
out risk assessments; liaise with regulatory authorities to ensure compliance with mandatory
regulations; investigate incidents on site and produce subsequent reports and recommendations,
implement measures, deliver training and enforce policy on the full range of internal and external HSE
matters impacting the Company to achieve WIOC's business goals and objectives.

The ideal candidate profile should include:

« A minimum of (7) years' experience in a senior HSE role. Experience in a Petroleum, Qil & Gas
industry is preferred.

- Bachelor's degree in Environmental Safety, Occupational Safety and Health, or related field.

« Professional certification in HSE and/or Certified HSE Auditor / Risk Assessor from a recognised
institution or licensing body is an asset.

- Detailed knowledge of HSE risk management techniques and safe systems of work/personal safety
to drive a culture of safety excellence.

+ Proficiency in incident / accident reporting, assessing employee exposure to hazards and
environmental pollutants, the audit of environmental quality standards, laws, regulations and
permits.

« The ability to analyse leading and lagging indicators and statistical data in comparison with relevant
industry standards and to make targeted recommendations for improvement.

« Proven track record in implementing occupational safety programs to minimise or ultimately reduce
employee risks and hazards in the workplace, crisis management and response, and safety audit
procedures.

Application Process

Submit Resume and Cover Letter to the Human Resources Manager at hrmanager@westindiesoil.com.
Priority will be given to suitably qualified Antiguan & Barbudan, OECS or CARICOM member country
nationals and holders of a valid CARICOM Skills Certificate.

Only suitable applications will be acknowledged.

(@) P.0. BOX 230, FRIARS HILL ROAD, ST. JOHN'S, ANTIGUA ([]) 1(268) 462 0140/1 r\;} westindiesocil.com @ © ¥ @
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(The following is to appear on the backsheet of the petition.)

T L T STT PRI am the respondent named in this petition. | acknowledge receiptof a
copy of this petition. My address for service of documents in this divorce proceeding is

..................................................................................................................................

BB csosscereosssssonsensorssessoscassossorsosea Signature of respondent ............ccuvicincinssannns
Signature of Withess ...........cccsisnennersisscssrones
fe s risimineati s served this petition personally on the respondent.

[ 1 Therespondent compleled and signed the acknowledgment of service above in my presence
and | signed it as witness.

or

[ ] Therespondent declined to complete and sign the acknowledgment of service.
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Antigua and Barbuda celebrates
start of JetBlue service from Newark

The Antigua & Barbuda
Tourism Authority (ABTA)
on July 3 welcomed the
start of nonstop service
on JetBlue Airways from
Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport (NLIA) to
the V.C. Bird Internation-
al Airport (VCBIA) in An-
tigua. The new service
will operate three times
a week, on Saturdays,
Mondays and Wednes-
days, departing Newark
at 8:50 a.m. and arriving
in Antigua at 1:17 p.m.

Passengers boarding the
inaugural flight at New-
ark Liberty International
Airport were treated to
some delightful Caribbe-
an music performed by
a pan soloist, and were
presented with mini
flags. The festivities in-
cluded a ribbon-cutting
ceremony at the check-in
counter, with representa-
tives from the ABTA and
from JetBlue Airways. “As
the travel industry re-
bounds, we are delighted
that JetBlue is expanding
their service to Antigua &
Barbuda, providing both
our visitors and return-
ing residents with an-
other convenient option
for them to experience
our twin island destina-
tion,” noted Hon. Charles
Fernandez, Minister of
Tourism and Investment.
“This decision signifies a
tremendous vote of con-
fidence in our tourism
product.” “The launch of
new destinations from
Newark International
Airport, including Anti-

gua, allows us to grow our
presence in the Caribbe-
an and helps further our
network strategy in the
greater New York Area”
said Andrea Lusso, vice
president network plan-
ning, JetBlue. “This new
route seeks to grow our
airline’s presence in key
regions and introduce
our low fares and more
competition for custom-
ers both in Antigua and
in Newark.”

The full flight was met on
arrival at the VCBIA with
a water cannon salute on
touchdown, followed by a
ribbon-cutting ceremony
with Minister Fernandez,
ABTA CEO Colin James,
and JetBlue’s supervisor
for airport and ground
operations in Antigua,
Shevonne Joseph. The
new JetBlue service from
Newark  complements
the existing service from
New York JFK which cur-
rently includes flights on
Tuesdays, Fridays and
Sundays.

Traveling to Antigua is
easy, as all travelers need
to do is show proof of a
negative PCR test taken
and received within sev-
en days of their flight.
Visitors may be required
to undergo testing on
arrival or at their hotel
as determined by the lo-
cal health authorities. In
Antigua, the wearing of
face masks is mandatory
along with social distanc-
ing protocols. On arrival,
all visitors must complete
ahealth declaration form.

NOTICE

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION FORM P7

Rule 15
THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

(Probate)

In the Estate of ALBURN URIAH SAMUEL late of
English Harbour, St. Paul’s, Antigua, Deceased

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT
FIRST PUBLICATION

TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by ALDEN
SAMUEL of English Harbour for a Grant of Letters of Admin-
istration to the Applicant who is the son of the deceased, the
deceased having died intestate on the 15t day of January, 2020.

Any person having an objection to the grant of Letters of
Administration to the Applicant shall file an objection within
fourteen (14) days of the publication of this Notice.
Dated this 21st day of June, 2020.

Denise Parillon
Jonas Parillon & Co. Inc.

Attorney at Law of the Applicant

Filed by Jonas Parillon & Co. Inc., Attorneys-at-Law, whose

address for service is Factory Road, St. John's, Antigua, e-mail: deniscjpar@
yahoo.com and telephone number: (268) 562-6530.
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Antigua and

A steady increase in
tourism arrivals from the
United States and a surge
in bookings from the
United Kingdom is sig-
naling that the bounce-
back of the Antigua and
Barbuda tourism sector
has begun in earnest.

“This is good news for
the country’s economy
as our main source mar-
kets re-open to interna-
tional travel and we see
our airlift and hotel oc-
cupancy levels increase,”
said Antigua and Barbu-
da’s Tourism Minister,
the Honourable Charles
‘Max’ Fernandez.

He further indicated,
“Antigua and Barbuda is
open, and we are delight-
ed that consumers can
have confidence in trav-
eling to our shores. We
have worked steadfastly
to ensure the safety of
our people and our visi-
tors, and we are pleased
and proud that this re-
sulted in a lower number
of COVID cases and, by
extension, reduced the
negative impact on our
economy. “We will con-
tinue to do everything
we can to maintain a
safe environment as the

number of arrivals in-
crease and our economy
rebounds,” said Minister
Fernandez.

Total arrivals for June
2021 were at 14,503,
compared with 22,429
in June 2019. All indica-
tions are that the deficit
is closing rapidly each
month and is now show-
ing a -35% deficit on our
best year.

“The true success story,
however, is with arriv-
als from the US market.
The month of June 2021
saw 12,205 US visitors,
a +9.8% increase over
the 11,115 total for June
2019. This was, until
now, our best June ever
for USA arrivals to An-
tigua and Barbuda. The
hard work of the tourism
teams in the overseas
markets to remain en-
gaged and active during
and after the pandemic
has now begun to bear
fruit,” said Colin James,
CEO of the Antigua and
Barbuda Tourism Au-
thority (ABTA).

James also noted that
with Antigua and Barbu-
danowon the UK'’s Green
Travel List, arrivals will

Barbuda tourism
bounces back

begin to rise from that
source market. Arrivals
from the UK market for
June 2021 were 1,383.

Private jet services to An-
tigua — with 1,219 flights
carrying a noticeable
number of first-time vis-
itors — have also been
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Antigua and Barbuda, Your Space In The Sun

recorded between Janu-
ary and June 2021. This
represents a +18.6% in-
crease of private air trav-
el to the country over the
same period in 2019.

The growth in tourism
arrivals comes as wel-
comed news to hospital-
ity sector workers. With
some resorts nearing
100% occupancy and
more visitors expected to
travel to the country this
summer, industry work-
ers are returning to work.
The Antigua and Barbu-
da Hotels and Tourism
Association reports that
approximately 3,900 ho-
tel staff are back to work.
Further, with average
occupancy for July now
projected at 71% versus
an earlier reported 38%,
resorts have begun to
hire additional staff. Pri-
or to the pandemic, the
number of hotel workers
was approximately 5,600.

Over 36,000 persons
resident in Antigua and
Barbuda have been vac-
cinated, a strong positive
safety indicator for con-
sumers as they begin to
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make decisions on where
to vacation.

In the wake of the pan-
demic, Antigua and Bar-
buda tourism officials
and stakeholders pro-
actively shared the des-
tination’s ‘sun, sea and
safe’ message that en-

ftdrivesafeantigua

couraged adherence to
COVID-19 protocols and
supported the Govern-
ment’s vaccination pro-
gramme.

The ABTAs ongoing
‘Your Space In The Sun’
marketing campaign

also addresses concerns

Thank You

P BUCKLE UP
' Childrgn

RoadSmart

rocaL News [0

of potential travelers on
social distancing, while
assuring industry part-
ners and consumers that
Antigua and Barbuda is
safe and ready to receive
visitors when they are
ready to travel.

&
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Azerbaljan extends support for
Antigua and Barbuda

The Republic of Azerbai-
jan is extending its pro-
gramme of assistance to
Antigua and Barbuda.
The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said efforts start-
ed by Minister E.P. Chet
Greene to build close
ties with the eastern Eu-
ropean country are be-
ginning to bear positive
fruits. During a meeting
in Azerbaijan in 2019,
Minister Greene made a
request for assistance for
Antigua and Barbuda.
From that request, Dr.
Drickisha Aska became
the first recipient of a
full scholarship from the
Azerbaijani government

in the area of medicine.
Dr. Aska is currently on
a residency programme
in anaesthesiology and
critical care medicine at
Azerbaijan Medical Uni-
versity from where re-
ports of her performance
to date have been de-
scribed as excellent. For-
eign Minister Greene has
announced that Azer-
baijan is offering a sec-
ond full scholarship to
an Antigua and Barbuda
national. The announce-
ment of the awardee is
expected shortly.Mean-
while, the Minister said
further engagements
with Azerbaijan have re-

Antigua and Barbuda
national earns PHD at
an American University

Joshua Burton, an An-
tigua and Barbuda
national studying at
Syracuse  University
in upstate New York,
has completed studies
leading to a Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) in
biology.

Last week, Burton
submitted his Doctor-
al Dissertation titled
Signaling pathways
regulating cyst break-
down, primordial fol-
licle formation, and
meiotic progression in
the mouse ovary. Bur-
ton grew up in Swetes
Village, but later
moved to Cedar Valley
Gardens. He received
his early education at
the Irene B. Williams
School, followed by
studies at the Antigua
Grammar School and
the Antigua State Col-
lege.

MONDAY 5 JULY 2021

sulted in the donation of
30 large cases of syring-
es to the Sir Lester Bird
Mount St John Medical
Centre to boost the hos-
pital’s supplies and ser-
vice delivery. High Com-
missioner in London,
Karen-Mae Hill, was re-
sponsible for continuing
the dialogue with the
Azerbaijani government
to secure the addition-
al assistance for Antigua

Foreign Affairs Minister
Hon. E.P. Chet Greene.

and Barbuda.
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Girl Guides In

Antigua and Barbuda
Celebrate 90 years

Movement marks local journey from 1931 to 2021 under the theme:
Stand Strong, Stand up, Stand Together for Peace.

by Susan Sharp

The worldwide Girl
Guide Movement be-
gan in England in 1910
after the girls had gate-
crashed the Boy Scout
rally the previous year.

In Antigua, the first
girls were officially
enrolled at Antigua
Girls High School in
July 1931. Since then,
we have been endeav-
ouring to accomplish
our mission, which is
to help our girls and
young women reach
their fullest potential.

Over the years, we
have helped our girls
interact with their
counterparts by trav-
elling to international
camps here, through-
out the Caribbean, the
Americas, and Europe,
where they met girls
from all over the world
and learned firsthand
about different cul-
tures, languages and
customs.

We are also a service
organisation and have
assisted at sports com-
petitions, beach clean-
ups, tree plantings,
plastic recycling, to
name but a few.

The Girl Guides Asso-
ciation has its head-
quarters on Deanery
Lane in St. John’s. One
group meets there, an-
other 11 groups meet
in St. John’s and differ-
ent villages throughout
the island.

Our girls can begin
their journey in the
Tweenies at three-
years-old and gradu-
ate to Brownies at six,
Guides at 10, Rangers
at 14, become Young
Leaders at 18, and full
Leaders at 21.

Last year, our world
turned upside down as
we could not meet in
person, but we stayed
intouchthroughZoom,
WhatsApp, Facebook,

Instagram, the ‘phone, Home.
and learned how to

make face masks. Our February Week of

Activities by Zoom was
hosted by Young Lead-
ers from three different
countries, including a
virtual talent show.

At Christmas, we held
Candlelight  Reflec-
tions and presented
gifts to the Sunshine

I< MHWulm

=1 SHOPIT
= SSHIPIT

ANTIGUA BROKERAGE AMD PICK UP SERVIH

CALL & SIGN UP
TODAY

(268) 562- 9023/4

Email - antigua.infofikingocean.com

YOU SHOP & SHIP

ENROLL
TODA?{

You will:

® Sign up for program

® Submit invoices by email

® Pick up your package(s) at our
office

We will:

uClear your package(s) at customs

1 Bring it to our offices for collection

mCreate one bill for your duties, BL
cost, Brokerage and Handling fees

Call us for more information.

Cont’d on pg 18
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Hike participants on Boggy Peak on Saturday 3rd July 2021.

In April we shipped six
boxes full of items do-
nated by our members
to St. Vincent, joined
with the Tree Tribe to
plant tree seedlings at
our headquarters, and
provided and served
lunch at the soup
kitchen.

This month, our an-
niversary month, we
are so relieved that the
coronavirus is current-
ly under control and
we are able to come to-
gether again. We have
a full July programme
to celebrate our an-
niversary.  Saturday,
assisted by our good
friends from the Anti-
gua and Barbuda De-
fence Force, we braved
the weather and hiked
from Christian Valley

to the summit of Boggy
Peak and back.

Next Saturday 10th
July from 3.30pm, we
will be at Fort James
cleaning the beach and
the Fort, followed by a
campfire. (Don’t forget
the marshmallows and
dampers).  Saturday
17th is our main fund-
raiser, “Classy Coats —
A Painting Affair”. It is
in two sessions from
1.00pm to 3.30pm and
from 5.00 p.m. to 7.00
p.m. at our headquar-
ters on Deanery Lane
in St. John’s. The cost
is $90.00 (for 90 years),
and you will receive all
your materials, your
refreshment wine or
juice, and appetisers,
and guidance from
your instructors, to

take home a master-
piece that will grace
your home.

Social distancing and
mask wearing proto-
cols will be followed.

Tickets are going fast
and may be obtained
from Susan Sharp,
Chief Commissioner,
784-1895/480-5170.

Saturday 24th from
2.00 p.m. until 5.00
p.m. we have our drive-
by and treasure hunt,
meeting and finishing
at the open ground to
the north of Holy Fam-
ily Cathedral at Mi-
chael’s Mount. We are
inviting our members
and their families to
register their cars with
their unit leaders as
soon as possible.

Sunday 25th we are
celebrating our anni-
versary service at the
Salvation Army Citadel
on Long Street at 4.00
p.m. Seating is limited
because we are follow-
ing the protocols.

Saturday 31st is com-
munity outreach. We
are preparing and serv-
ing lunch at the Soup
Kitchen next to the
Public Market. Also,
during July, we will be
visiting our elderly for-
mer leaders and sup-
porters and presenting
them with a gift basket.

(The author, Susan
Sharp, is Chief Com-
missioner of the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Girl
Guides Association)
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THE CARIBBEAN SHOULD SUPPORT
THE CATEGORIZING OF ECOCIDE AS AN

INTERNATIONAL CRIME

By Sir Ronald Sanders

countries with low-lying
coasts are the victims of
ecocide.

A draft law, unveiled on
June 22, defines ecocide
as “unlawful or wanton

(The writer is Antigua
and Barbuda’s Ambassa-
dor to the United States
and the Organization
of American States. He
is also a Senior Fellow
at the Institute of Com-
monwealth Studies at
the University of London
and Massey College in
the University of Toron-
to. The views expressed
are entirely his own)

Small island states and

acts committed with
knowledge that there is a
substantial likelihood of
severe and widespread
or long-term damage to
the environment being
caused by those acts”.
Getting the law accept-
ed would be a long pro-

cess. It could take years.
And, that is precisely
why small islands and
low-lying coastal states
should embrace and
promote it now. Every
year that passes brings
greater dangers of irrep-
arable damage without
compensation.  While
Climate Change is not
specifically mentioned in
the draft law, supporting
it and eventually joining
in its enactment would
send a serious message
to states and entities that
do little or nothing to
stop ecological damage
to vulnerable countries.
Something has to give
in this un-level playing
field in which small is-
land states and low-lying
coastal states are made
to suffer. Therefore, the
initiative for a new in-
ternational criminal law
called “Ecocide” — by a
group of legal experts co-
chaired by British profes-
sor Philippe Sands QC
and Dior Fall Sow, a UN
jurist and former pros-
ecutor from Senegal — is
heartening news.

At least, it would open
the door for criminal
prosecutions against

entities that cause eco-
logical damage. Eventu-
ally, it could lead to the
inclusion of the harmful
effects of climate change,
which - despite all the
efforts of small island
states — show no pros-
pect of slowing down, let
alone ending.

The possibilities for
damage to countries that
could be classified under
ecocide are: transbound-
ary nuclear accidents,
major oil spills and Am-
azon deforestation. The
Caribbean has long been
exposed to nuclear ac-
cidents by the passage
through the region of
ships carrying nucle-
ar waste from Japan to
Europe. Major oil spills
have also now become a
matter for concern in the
area as oil production
extends from Trinidad
and Tobago to Guyana
and Suriname. Carib-
bean nations ought not
to be pessimistic about
the chances of ‘ecocide’
being added to the four
international crimes that
now exist and are triable
by the ICC. It should
be recalled that it was a
Caribbean man, A.N.R.

Cont’d on pg 19



Robinson, a former
Prime Minister of Trini-
dad and Tobago who, in
1989, revived the idea of
the International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC) withjuris-
diction over internation-
al crimes. He triggered
the process that eventu-
ally led to the adoption
of the Rome Statute - the
Court’s founding treaty
that came into force in
2002. Large tasks have
been taken on by small
countries, to success,
when they act together.
Several other small is-
land nations - including
Vanuatu in the Pacific,
and the Maldives in the
Indian Ocean - called
for “serious consider-
ation” of a crime of eco-
cide at the ICC’s annual
assembly of state parties
in 2019. Undoubtedly,
they had climate change
in mind. But even if in-
cluding climate change
in the definition of eco-
cide is not possible at
this stage, the opportu-
nity should be grasped to
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make it attainable in the
future. The perpetrators,
who are now getting a
free pass, should see that
the victims are serious
about recompense for
damage. The initiative
for a new criminal law
is a serious one, backed
by the ‘Stop Ecocide
Foundation, a Nether-
lands-based global coali-
tion. It is the Foundation
that gathered a panel of
12 leading lawyers, in-
cluding Sands and Sow;,
to work on the draft law.

Professor Sands said it
creates “a definition that
catches the most egre-
gious acts but doesn't
catch the kinds of daily
activity that so many of
us, myself included, and
regions and peoples and
countries are involved
in which cause signifi-
cant harm to the envi-
ronment over the long
term”. The other co-
chair, Dior Fall Sow said:
“The environment is
threatened worldwide by
the very serious and per-

sistent damage caused to
it, which endangers the
lives of the people who
live in it. This definition
helps to emphasise that
the security of our planet
must be guaranteed on
an international scale”.

So, while the law, if it is
enacted, will not include
climate change, the pan-
el of lawyers passionate-
ly believes that the pro-
posed definition could
provide a basis for the
consideration of a new
international crime. As
Sands puts it, “What is
original and innovative
is that the environment
will be put at the heart of
international law.”

The initiative has at-
tracted the support of
the Caribbean’s Sir Shri-
dath Ramphal, himself
an international lawyer,
former Secretary-Gener-
al of the Commonwealth
and member of the UN
World Commission on
Environment and De-
velopment, whose 1987
report, “Our Common
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Future”, awakened the
world to the major threat
to the environment.

“I urge serious global
support for the work of
the Independent Expert
Panel for the Legal Defi-
nition of Ecocide, organ-
ised by the Stop Ecocide
Foundation. Their ‘Com-
mentary and Core Text
of a definition of ‘eco-
cide’ as an international
crime deserve humani-
ty’s urgent attention,” Sir
Shridath said of this new
initiative Every country
in the Caribbean should
embrace and promote
the draft law to make
ecocide an international
crime. Doing so would
give them the support
of a further strand of in-
ternational law which,
along with diplomacy,
is a principal tool for the
defence of their interests.

Responses and previous
commentaries: WWW.
sirronaldsanders.com
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Critical questions to ask before we
implement tech advancements like Al

by Christal Clashing

Artificial Intelligence
(Al) is an advanced
application of data sci-
ence. At its core, data
science is about us-
ing information (also
called data) collected
from society and its
environment to make
informed  decisions
about the future. The
data collected can be
extrapolated to make
predictions based on

trends in the past. This
can be applied to nat-
ural disaster responses
or to regional gover-
nance practices.
Institutions from
UWI to the Inter Devel-
opment Bank (IDB) see
the potential of data
science and, eventual-
ly, artificial intelligence
to advance Caribbean
society; so that we not
only keep up, but lead

the charge in adopting
global technological
advances.

For this to happen,
our young people, in
particular, will be the
ones to implement
the actions that lead
us to technological ad-
vancement. So, when
a 24-year-old Antiguan
data scientist based
in Atlanta, Georgia, is

questioned about what
it will take for Artificial
Intelligence to be im-
plemented in Antiguan
society, several ques-
tions rise to the fore.

The first question is,
do we have a culture of
transparent data col-
lection?

When statements
and assertions are
made based on data
and statistics, it is our



job as citizens to ask
where that data comes
from and what sources
have been excluded, as
itis generally difficult to
include everything. If a
member of the general
public wanted to see
the data behind those
statistics, how easy is it
for that person to ac-
cess thatdata? Can they
go to the Department
of Statistics and easily
access data that na-
tional decision-makers
base their actions on? If
there is secrecy behind
data access, it is also
our job to question why
that is so. This attitude
of questioning is based
on a taught and devel-
oped skill of critical and
independent thinking.
This is in stark contrast
with ‘accept-what-is-
given’ thinking,

The second question
is, what happens when
data contradicts emo-
tionally charged deci-
sions and initiatives?

Are we strong enough
as a people and as in-
dividuals to have the
integrity to admit we've
made missteps? Or,
will we bury evidence
that shows us we made
wrong decisions? What
else besides a mor-
al compass will guide
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our decisions when
data tells us one thing
but we are emotionally
driven to do otherwise?
This is where measur-
ing decisions against
a long-term national
vision becomes useful.
A vision contains not
only an image of where
a country like Antigua
and Barbuda wants
to be, but also encap-
sulates the values that
guide our behaviour
towards achieving that
vision.

That then leads to
the third question, do
we have a party-neu-
tral 50-year vision to
guide decision mak-
ing? It is one thing for
political parties to have
a vision for the country
when they are going up
for national elections.
However, the challenge
with these visions is
that they are subject
to change depending
on who is in power. Is
there instead of a vision
for Antigua and Barbu-
da for 50 years into our
future that is formed by
a coming together of
all political parties, our
youth and private sec-
tor stakeholders, who
will help execute that
vision and keep lead-
ers accountable to it?

If such a vision exists,
how is it communi-
cated? Are there visual
representations and a
cohesive narrative that
citizens can buy into
like that of the IDB-in-
stigated Pivot Book
created by Caribbean
Pivot?

If such a vision were
to exist, a fourth ques-
tion would be, how do
we educate the people
that could malke a 50-
year vision a reality?

It is becoming appar-
ent that data science
technologies are just a
tool and it's up to the
societies using these
tools how they deploy
such technologies.
Moral and national val-
ues, alongside critical
thinking skills, are key
educational pillars that
drive how we apply
and transform technol-
ogy for our local socie-
tal and environmental
needs. This is an edu-
cation we would ben-
efit from imparting to
our youth. Nor does it
stop there. Incentivis-
ing suchbehaviour and
skillsets among older
generations also paves
the way for a more pro-
ductive society.

These questions re-
flect some of the con-
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cerns of skilled young
people in our diaspo-
ra who have left their
homeland to make a
living in more tech-
nologically advanced
societies than that of
the current Caribbean
region. They represent
some of our strongest
intellectual resources.
With their knowledge
and experience, they
also may bring invest-
ment funds along with
them. For those whose
formative primary and
secondary education
began on the islands,
their connection to
their new homes is not
as deep as that of their
home countries like
Antigua and Barbuda.

If we are to have any
hope of tapping into
the skillsets of our di-
aspora, we must create
the conditions that will
allow them to thrive
and create a more last-
ing impact than they
would abroad. Answer-
ing some of the afore-
mentioned questions
is a start to creating the
conditions for them to
contribute to a more
technologically  ad-
vanced Caribbean.
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woman pleads guilty to US$1.7

>

Demerara Waves - A
Guyanese woman has
pleaded guilty to a more
than decade-long conspir-
acy to commit bank fraud,
defrauding her employer,
a Manhattan-based bank,
by misappropriating ap-
proximately $1.7 million.

Audrey Strauss, the Unit-
ed States Attorney for the
Southern District of New
York, announced that
Gangadai  Rampersaud
Azim, also known as Julie
Azim, pled guilty before
U.S. District Judge Kather-
ine Polk Failla.

“As she admitted, Gan-
gadai Azim betrayed her
position as a trusted bank
employee to defraud the
bank and misappropriate
nearly $1.7 million in client
funds over the course of

more than a dozen years.
Now Azim awaits sentenc-
ing for her crime,” the US
Department of Justice
quoted Manhattan U.S.
Attorney Audrey Strauss
as saying. According to the
allegations in the Com-
plaint, court filings, and
statements made during
plea proceedings:
Between August 2008
and January 2021, Azim, a
long-time employee of a
New York, New York-based
bank (“Bank-1”), stole ap-
proximately $1.7 million
from her employer. Over
the course of approxi-
mately 12 years, Azim ex-
ecuted hundreds of wire
transfers of Bank-1 funds
to co-conspirators and re-
lated companies who then
sent portions of the ill-got-

million bank fraud
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ten funds to AZIM’s per-
sonal bank account.

In furtherance of her
scheme to defraud Bank-
1, Azim repeatedly made
false entries in Bank-1's
systems, misappropriat-
ing funds paid to Bank-1
by its clients to satisfy out-
standing loan obligations
and then extending the
maturity dates of those
loan obligations, making
it appear as though the
loan obligations had not
yet been paid. When even
the fraudulently extend-
ed maturity dates came
due, Azim originated new,
fraudulent loans to help
conceal the scheme. AZIM
utilized the proceeds of
those fraudulent loans to
satisfy the loans for which
she had previously stolen

the client payments. Over
the course of the approx-
imately 12 years, Azim
caused approximately 200
improper wire transfers of
Bank-1’s funds, each for an
amount under $10,000, to
be sent to third party ac-
counts, including those of
co-conspirators and relat-
ed companies, which then
returned portions of those
funds to AZIM. In doing so,
AZIM abused her position
at Bank-1 and enriched
herself at the expense of
her employer.

Azim, 58, of Richmond
Hill, New York, pled guilty
to one count of conspir-
ing to commit bank fraud,
in violation of 18 U.S.C.
§1349, which carries a
maximum sentence of 30
years in prison.
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- St. Kitts and Nevis’ Prime Minister, Dr. Timothy Harris.

Nevis to go intofull 24-hour
lock down for one week

St. Kitts Observer — The island
of Nevis will go into full 24-hour
lock down for one week, started
on Saturday, July 03 until Monday;
July 12, 2021.

Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris, Prime
Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis,
made the announcement during
a national address on July 02,
2021. He said the enhanced re-
striction became necessary as
case #16 on Nevis works in an en-
vironment with extremely vulner-
able persons and contact tracing
has already resulted in an addi-
tional positive case of COVID-19
being recorded on July 01.

“Given the risks associated with
case 16 and the ongoing contact
tracing on Nevis which has al-
ready led to case 17, I have been
in close contact with the Premier

of Nevis [Hon. Mark Brantley].
We have agreed that in an effort
to save lives and avoid any fur-
ther escalation of the situation on
Nevis, the island of Nevis should,
as of Saturday, July 03 at 6:01 p.m.,
be under the same regime of re-
strictions as currently in place on
St. Kitts...

“The period of the enhanced
restrictions on Nevis will run un-
til 5:00 a.m. on Monday, July 12,
2021 in the first instance,” he said.

During the 24-hour lockdown
period all businesses and govern-
ment offices and agencies shall
close and a Shelter-in-Place Order
will be imposed. This means that
persons shall remain confined to
their place of residence, inclusive
of their yard space, with the ex-
ception of essential workers who
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are required to report to work.

There will be limited movement
for limited operation of essential
businesses including supermar-
kets and pharmacies from 6 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on Thursday, July 08 and
Friday, July 09 and return to full
24-hour lockdown on Saturday,
July 10 and Sunday July 11.

During this period, special ar-
rangements will be made to ac-
commodate persons traveling
overseas, students currently sit-
ting overseas examinations, es-
sential workers, and those with
medical and other emergencies.

Prime Minister Harris said the
necessary Statutory Rules and Or-
ders (SR&O) will be published to
reflect the enhanced restrictions
as they relate to Nevis.
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St. Lucia records one
fatality as Elsa damage
assessment continues
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Prime Minister Allen Chastanet (left) and Central Castries MP Sarah Flood-Beaubrun
(right) speak with residents of the CDC Housing Complex in the capital.

St. Lucia Times — Prime Min-
ister Allen Chastanet has con-
firmed that one man died in
Fond St. Jacques, Soufriere,
during the passage Friday of
Hurricane Elsa. “Sadly, I do have
to report that there has been one
fatality —a gentleman in Fond St.
Jacques perished in his home,”
Chastanet said in a video post-
ed on his official Facebook page.
The prime minister expressed
condolences to the family of the
deceased and the community.

According to reports, the man’s
house collapsed during the pas-
sage of Elsa.

The hurricane caused flood-

ing, downed trees and power
lines, tore off roofs and triggered
flooding and landslides in sev-
eral parts of the country. Prime
Minister Chastanet has been
touring areas impacted by the
weather system. He visited the
CDC buildings in Castries in the
company of Castries Central MP
Sarah Flood-Beaubrun, Castries
Mayor Peterson Francis, and
other officials, to view the hurri-
cane damage first hand.
Chastanet disclosed that roofs
were lost and homes were dam-
aged in the CDC buildings, and
he gave the commitment that
the situation will be addressed

as soon as possible. The prime
minister indicated that he will
be meeting with members of his
Cabinet and other officials to get
an update on hurricane damage
and plan to get things repaired
as quickly as possible.

But he warned that another
storm is ahead. “We have been
advised that there is another
storm that’s brewing. We still
cannot confirm whether it is go-
ing to come to Saint Lucia, but
we must prepare ourselves for
that eventuality. So we will be
moving very quickly to get the
country cleaned,” Chastanet
stated.
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Trinidad and Tobago PM rejects Cabinet
Note to import more SUVs for Police Service

Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley giving the feature address at the
opening of the Carenage Police Station. (Photo courtesy the

Office of the Prime Minister, July 2, 2021)

Loop TT - “We can'’t just get up
every 24 months and buy $200
million dollars in vehicles.”

This was the sentiment ex-
pressed by Prime Minister Dr.
Keith Rowley as he gave the fea-
ture address at the formal open-
ing of the Carenage Police Sta-
tion on Thursday.

Dr. Rowley took the oppor-
tunity to discuss the affairs of
the Trinidad and Tobago Police
Service (TTPS) and disclosed
that he rejected a Cabinet Note
requesting funding for the pur-
chase of a large number of sport
utility vehicles (SUVs).

“I took objection because I
don’t know if that is the only
kind of vehicle that police could
drive, sport utility vehicles.
Those vehicles, so designated,
in fact, cost more than the av-
erage vehicle largely because
many of them are four-wheel
drive. I don't know how many
police officers ever use a four-
wheel-drive vehicle in four-
wheel drive. But you pay for it
because it’s fashionable.

“This morning (yesterday) I
asked my colleagues in the cabi-
net —yes, we will get vehicles for

the Police Service — but go and
see if you can find any other ve-
hicle that is durable and useful
and not all designated sport util-
ity vehicles because one or two
officers really think that they're
for sport.”

The Prime Minister said, at
the Cabinet meeting, questions
were also asked about the role
of the Fleet Management De-
partment in ensuring that when
taxpayers invest in vehicles they
get value for money.

Just Tuesday, during a press
briefing at the Police Admin-
istration Building in Port-of-
Spain, Police Commissioner
Gary Griffith admitted that some
of the 1,700 vehicles under the
control of the service cannot be
found. He added that they may
be in the hands of unauthorised
people.

The disclosure came days after
a man was held on June 24 for
allegedly impersonating a po-
lice officer and driving a police
vehicle that was at a junkyard.

Incidentally, matters such as
these are what the Fleet Man-
agement Department should
address, including ensuring that

broken-down cop cars are re-
paired or that officers are careful
behind the wheel.

Dr. Rowley said: “I know that
police have to use vehicles in a
particular way and from time
to time we lose one or two in
chases and so on. But we did
lose a lot in situations where we
should not have lost them and,
worse, we have parked up vehi-
cles for minimal maintenance
and watched them deteriorate
to the point of ill-use.”

He also cautioned manage-
ment of the TTPS to “think about
the taxpayer” when considering
purchases over maintenance.

Furthermore, the Prime Min-
ister said, more investment is
needed for training individ-
uals who enter the TTPS and
throughout their tenure. He said
this would be a mandate for
whoever will be the Commis-
sioner of Police, come August
18, after the expiration of Gary
Griffith’s tenure.

“As we go forward in consid-
ering with the authorities the
whole question of who going
forward, I would want to entreat
that in the next 24 months a ma-
jor training programme takes
place in the Police Service, spe-
cifically identifying officers with
the best attitude and aptitude
for specific training in modern
policing, especially with a dig-
ital background and the use of
digital technology to serve us as
we digitise this nation.”

Meanwhile, he told the top
cop to ensure that he takes
and maintains a strong stance
against errant officers. “Have
zero tolerance for misconduct
in the Police Service. It ought to
be a privilege to be selected to
serve in this and a privilege to
wear that uniform.
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(CNN) - The tiny town
of Lytton has come to
hold a grim record. On
Tuesday, it experienced
Canada’s  highest-ever
temperature in an un-
precedented heat wave
that has over aweek killed
hundreds of people and
triggered more than 240
wildfires across British
Columbia, most of which
are still burning.

Lytton hit 49.6 degrees
Celsius (121.3 degrees
Fahrenheit),  astound-
ing for the town of just
250 people nestled in the
mountains where June
maximum temperatures
are usually around 25
degrees. This past week,
however, its nights have
been hotter than its days
usually are, in a region
where air conditioning
is rare and homes are
designed to retain heat.
Now fires have turned
much of Lytton to ash
and forced its people, as
well as hundreds around
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them, to flee. Scientists
have warned for decades
that climate change will
make heat waves more
frequent and more in-
tense. That is a reality
now playing out in Cana-
da, but also in many oth-
er parts of the northern
hemisphere that are in-
creasingly becoming un-
inhabitable.

Roads melted this
week in America’s north-
west, and residents in
New York City were told
not to use high-energy
appliances like washers
and dryers — and, pain-
fully, even their air condi-
tioners — for the sake of
the power grid.

In Russia, Moscow
reported its highest-ev-
er June temperature of
34.8 degrees on June 23,
and Siberian farmers are
scrambling to save their
crops from dying in an
ongoing heat wave. Even
in the Arctic Circle, tem-
peratures soared into
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the 30s. The World Mete-
orological Organization
is seeking to verify the
highest-ever temperature
north of the Arctic Circle
sincerecords there began,
after a weather station in
Siberia’s Verkhoyansk re-
corded a 38-degree day
on June 20.

In India, tens of mil-
lions of people in the
northwest were affect-
ed by heat waves. The
Indian  Meteorological
Department on Wednes-
day classified the capital,
New Delhi, and cities in
its surrounds as experi-
encing “severe extreme
heat”, with temperatures
staying consistently in
the 40s, more than 7 de-
grees higher than usual, it
said. The heat, along with
a late monsoon, is also
making life difficult for
farmers in areas like the
state of Rajasthan.

And in Iraq, authori-
ties announced a public
holiday across several

-ds’ti-oy
Climate change is fryii
Northern Hemisphere

provinces for Thursday,
including the capital
Baghdad, because it was
simply too hot to work or
study after temperatures
surpassed 50 degrees and
its electricity system col-
lapsed.

Experts who spoke
with CNN said it was dif-
ficult to pinpoint exactly
how linked these weather
events are, but it’s unlike-
ly a coincidence that heat
waves are hitting sever-
al parts of the northern
hemisphere at the same
time.

“The  high-pressure
systems were seeing in
Canada and the United
States, all of these sys-
tems are driven by some-
thing called the jet stream
— a band of very strong
winds that sits way above
our heads at about 30,000
feet where the planes
fly around,” Liz Bentley,
Chief Executive at the
UK’s Royal Meteorologi-
cal Society, told CNN.
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Masks will become personal
choice, says UK housing secretary

4L

England will move
into a period without
legal restrictions where
the public will have to
exercise “personal re-
sponsibility” including
on face masks, the hous-
ing secretary has said.

Robert Jenrick told
the BBC’s Andrew Marr
that people would
“come to different con-
clusions” over masks,
but he trusted people
“to exercise good judge-
ment”. All legal restric-
tions are expected to
be lifted in England on
19 July. The Scottish
government said there
would be an “ongoing
need” for masks.

A spokesperson said
people could still be ex-
pected to wear face cov-
erings on public trans-
port and in shops even
after other curbs lift in
Scotland on 9 August.

Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland are in
charge of their own coro-
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Robert Jenrick says it is time to take “personal
responsibility” on taking precautions like wearing

masks.

navirus rules. On face
masks and other mea-
sures, the Westminster
government is working
with counterparts in the
other nations on a UK-
wide approach.

In Wales, minister
Mick Antoniw said it
was “moving to a stage
where we are having
increasing normality”
with the next review of
curbs due on 15 July.

Mr. Jenrick said on
Sunday that he would
like the whole union to
move as one. A further
24,248 Covid cases and
15 deaths within 28 days
of a positive test were
recorded in the UK on
Sunday. When asked on
the BBC’s Andrew Marr
Show whether he was
confident that all restric-
tions would end in En-
gland on 19 July, Mr Jen-
rick said: “It does look
as if - thanks to the suc-
cess of the vaccine pro-
gramme - that we now

have the scope to roll
back those restrictions
and return to a normali-
ty as far as possible.” He
said cases might contin-
ue to rise significantly as
restrictions were eased.

“But we now have to
move into a different
period where we learn
to live with the virus, we
take precautions, and
we as individuals take
personal responsibility,”
he said. When asked if
the requirement to wear
face masks in certain
settings will definitely
go, Mr. Jenrick said: “I
can't make that com-
mitment this morn-
ing because the prime
minister will make an
announcement in the
coming days. It does
look as if the data is in
the right place.”

He urged people to
get fully vaccinated and,
when asked about trav-
el, said the government
was “still looking at the
data” in terms of al-
lowing those who have
been double-jabbed to
avoid quarantine when
returning from amber
list countries, but it was
their objective. Asked on
Sky News about whether
he would stop wearing
his face mask if the rules
allowed, Mr. Jenrick said
he would because he did
not particularly want to
wear one.

But, he said: “We will
be moving into a phase
where these will be mat-
ters of personal choice.
So some members of
society will want to do
so for perfectly legiti-
mate reasons, but it will
be a different period
where we as private cit-
izens make these judge-
ments rather than the
government telling you
what to do.” Mr. Jenrick
added: “We are now go-
ing to move into a peri-
od where there won't be
legal restrictions - the
state won't be telling you
what to do - but you will
want to exercise a de-
gree of personal respon-
sibility and judgement.”

Professor  Stephen
Powis, NHS England’s
medical director, said if
some people continued
to wear face masks in
certain circumstances,
such as crowded places,
then “that’s not neces-
sarily a bad thing.

“Those habits to re-
duce infections are a
good thing to keep,”
he added. He said the
link between coronavi-
rus infections, hospital
admissions and deaths
had not been totally
broken as there were
people in hospital who
had been vaccinated.
“But it’s severely weak-
ened,” he said.
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Some Philippine troops jump before military
plane crashes in flames, killing at Ieast 45
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View of the site after a Philippines Air Force Lockheed C-130 plane carrying troops crashed
on landing in Patikul, Sulu province, Philippines July 4, 2021.

(Reuters) — A Philip-
pines Air Force troop
plane crashed and broke
up in flames on a south-
ern island on Sunday,
killing at least 45 peo-
ple after some jumped
free, officials said, in the
country’s worst military
air disaster in nearly 30
years. Pictures from the
scene showed flames
and smoke pouring
from wreckage strewn
among coconut palms
as men in combat uni-
form milled around,
while a column of thick
black smoke rose into
the sky. The Lockheed
C-130 transport aircraft,
carrying troops bound

for counter-insurgen-
cy operations, crashed
with 96 people on board.

The plane had at-
tempted to land at Jolo
airport, but overshot
the runway without
touching down. It failed
to regain enough power
and height and crashed
at nearby Patikul. “A
number of soldiers were
seen jumping out of the
aircraft before it hit the
ground, sparing them
from the explosion
caused by the crash,”
the Joint Task Force Sulu
said in a statement.

It was not immedi-
ately clear how many
jumped or whether they

had survived. Military
chief Cirilito Sobeja-
na said the plane had
“missed the runway
trying to regain power”.
The Department of Na-
tional Defence said 45
people had been killed,
including three civilians
on the ground, while 53
were injured, including
four civilians. Five mil-
itary personnel were
still missing. A military
spokesman, Colonel
Edgard Arevalo, said
there was no sign of any
attack on the plane, but
an investigation had yet
to begin as efforts were
focused on rescue and
treatment. The military

command said the sol-
diers aboard had the
rank of private and were
being deployed to their
battalions. They were
flying to the provin-
cial airport of Jolo from
Laguindingan, about
460 km (290 miles) to
the northeast. The army
in the sprawling Phil-
ippine archipelago has
been fighting a long war
against Islamist mili-
tants from Abu Sayyaf
and other factions.

“They were supposed
to join us in our fight
against terrorism,” said
Commander William N.
Gonzales of Joint Task
Force Sulu.
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Sex abuse data from Poland’s
Catholic Church is decades too late

Aljazeera - Last Monday, Po-
land’s Catholic Church released
new figures of the number of
complaints it has received al-
leging sexual abuse at the hands
of its clergy. In total, 368 com-
plaints were made to the Church
between 2018 and 2020 relating
to alleged abuse by more than
290 priests and other religious
figures. The cases stretch as far
back as 1958, and 173 of them
concern children under the age
of 15, which is the age of consent
in Poland. Following the release
of these figures, the head of the
Polish Catholic Church, Arch-
bishop Wojciech Polak, apolo-
gised to survivors and asked for
forgiveness. While some survi-
vors will appreciate this, it does
not excuse the fact that Poland’s
church has arrived at the issue
decades too late. This is only the
second time that Poland’s Catho-
lic Church has released such fig-
ures. It did so first in 2019 when
it revealed that 382 members of
the clergy had been accused of
sexually abusing 625 children
between 1990 and 2018. The

Church says 42 priests are named
in both lists. While the move is a
positive sign that Poland’s church
is finally owning up to the issue,
there are several problems with
these figures, alongside the fact
that it has taken decades for the
church to release them in the first
place. On one hand, that Poland’s
church made these figures public
is useful as it provides some data
on the issue, although it is wide-
ly accepted that abuse cases that
come to light are merely the tip of
the iceberg. On average it takes
a survivor 24 years to report the
abuse they suffered as children,
with reasons including a victim’s
sense of shame, not recognising
what happened to them as abuse,
or fear of not being believed. The
only public tally of clergy abuse
cases in Poland is a map created
by activists which currently regis-
ters more than 580 cases covered
by the media or which ended in a
court judgement. But even those
reaching the courts are a minority
of cases, often because survivors
do not want to relive the trauma
in a formal judicial setting where
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The head of Poland’s Catholic Church Archbishop Wo-
jciech Polak, right, addresses the media during a news
conference in Warsaw, Poland, in March 2019. Archbish-
op Wojciech'Polak apologised to survivors of sexual
abuse at the hands of Catholic Church clergy and asked
for forgiveness.

they might have to face their
abuser again.

But, beyond the church’s fig-
ures themselves, the latest data is
limited. The church did not pub-
licly disclose the names of the 292
members of the clergy who are
accused of sexual abuse, even in
the cases it deemed “credible”.

This appears to be a policy
supported by the pope himself in
order to protect the “good name”
of priests. Yet many dioceses in
other countries have voluntarily
released this information.In most
of the Polish cases, the church
said it has imposed “interim mea-
sures” while complaints are be-
ing investigated, including tem-
porarily removing the accused
from service and preventing their
contact with children. But we
know from other countries that
such priests are often left unsu-
pervised.

The church also failed to ex-
plain how it has dealt with the 42
clergy members who appeared
in both the 2019 and this week’s
lists, in what appear to be cases of
repeat offenders.
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Sha’Carrie Richardson

suspend

ed

Olympic Team

EUGENE, Oregon -- US
sprint sensation Sha’Carrie
Richardson looks set to miss
the Tokyo Olympics after her
US Olympic Trials performance
was disqualified because she
tested positive for a prohibited
substance.

That substance has since
been confirmed as THC, the
chemical found in marijuana,
her lawyer said.

Richardson failed a drug test
following her win at the US
Olympic Track and Field trials
in Oregon on 18th June.

Richardson is now prohib-
ited from competing in the
100 metre race, but could still
compete in another event. Ac-
cording to World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency (WADA), THC is
banned during competition.

It is unclear if Richardson
will appeal the drug test results.

News of the infringement
comes mere weeks before the
start of the athletics competi-
tion at the 23rd July to 8th Au-
gust showpiece event in Tokyo.

Richardson could serve a 1-3
month suspension for the ad-
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Sha’Carrie Richardson

verse analytical finding. How-
ever, it is unlikely that a hearing
will be held before the start of
the Olympics.

On Thursday, seemingly in
response to her suspension,
Richardson tweeted: “I am hu-
man.”

She ran the 100 metres in
10.86 seconds, one of her five
under 11 seconds this season,
sparking hopes that the Unit-
ed States might win its first
gold medal in the women’s race
since Gail Devers in 1996.



The West Indies Wom-
en embodied the words
of their cricketing an-
them when they “rallied”
as a team to win the CG
Insurance 2nd T20 Inter-
national by 7 runs via the
Duckworth/Lewis/Stern
method after the match
was called off at the end
of the 18th over at the
Coolidge Cricket Ground
in Antigua.

Winning the toss, West
Indies Women’s captain
Stafanie Taylor chose
to bat first based on the
weather conditions as
she believed that “runs
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on the board ... is runs
on the board” should the
weather play a part in de-
termining the winner.
Openers Deandra Dot-
tin and Hayley Matthews
looked set to continue
their opening partner-
ship run-fest from the
first match, as Dottin got
into the action early with
a six to cow-corner. But
with the score on 34 and
looking for another big
heave, Dottin was bowled
by Fatima Sana for 17 off
12 deliveries, which in-
cluded two fours and the
six. Matthews departed

SPORTS NEWs [ICES

West Indies Women
beat Pakistan Women

two runs later, caught for
9 off 16.

Skipper Stafanie Tay-
lor and Kyshona Knight
looked set to steady the
innings, with Kyshona
the aggressor of the pair.
Taylor was trapped LBW
for 5 and in came Che-
dean Nation. Kyshona
and Nation rotated the
strike to get the quick sin-
gles on the scoresheet.
But Kyshona was caught
for 15 off 24, which in-
cluded two boundaries.

In came the other half
of the Knight twins, Ky-
cia. Together with Na-

tion, the pair added 32
runs for the fifth wicket.
Trading blows for blows,
Nation and Kycia struck
two fours and a six each
before Nation fell for a
well-played 28 from 33
deliveries. Kycia finished
not out on 30 from 20 de-
liveries.

Fatima Sana was the
pick of the Pakistan bowl-
ers, finishing with 2 for
18 from four overs, while
Anam Amin took 2 for 31
from four overs.

The Pakistan innings
never looked composed
as they lost captain Jave-
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ria Khan in the opening when she
was run out three balls into the first
over. It was a regular progression
of wickets for the visiting team,
as running between the wickets
proved to be their downfall. Of the
six wickets that fell for Pakistan,
five of them were via the runout
route. The experienced Nida Dar
looked set to get her team the se-
ries-equalizing victory as she took
the charge to the West Indies bowl-
ers, smashing four-fours on the
way to a top-score of 29. Aliya Riaz
and Fatima Sana remained not out
for Pakistan on 17 and 8 respec-
tively, before the downpour came.
Match officials and captains met
and it was determined that it was
not possible to return to play. After
calculations were done, the West
Indies won by 7 runs via the DLS
method. This victory sealed the CG
Insurance T20 International se-
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ries win for the West Indies Wom-
en, their first series win since May
2019 against Ireland in Ireland. It is
also the first series win under new
head coach Courtney Walsh.
Speaking after the match, Walsh
said he was pleased with the win.
“It feels very good, the girls have
done us proud, they played some
good consistent cricket throughout
the series and they deserved to win
the series. But still a fair amount of
work to be done ... They deserve
the series win, and I'm hoping it
doesn’t stop here.” He also thanked
Kycia Knight for her unbeaten 30
not out, and she was adjudged the
CG Insurance Player of the Match.
Earlier in the day the West In-
dies Women A Team put up a sol-
id charge but went down to Pa-
kistan Women by 14 runs in the
second T20 match of their series,
also played at the Coolidge Crick-

et Ground. West Indies A Team
won the toss and sent Pakistan A
into bat first. They scored 108 for
5 from their 20 overs. Wicketkeep-
er Muneeba Ali top-scored for Pa-
kistan A, with 27 off 16 deliveries
while Kaynat Hafeez and Rameen
Shamim had scores of 24 and 21
not out respectively. Steffie Soog-
rim returned the best bowling fig-
ures, finishing her four overs with
1 for9.

West Indies Women A Team, put
up a valiant fight until the end, but
they were bowled out for 94 from
19.4 overs. Once again, Rasha-
da Williams top-scored for them,
scoring 21 from 38 deliveries, fol-
lowed by captain, Reniece Boyce
with 17.

Kainat Imtiaz was the best bowl-
er for Pakistan Women A Team,
finishing with 3 for 18 from three
overs.
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Milwaukee Bucks
Advance to the NBA
Finals

The Milwaukee
Bucks eliminated the
Atlanta Hawks on
Saturday night, to ad-
vance to the NBA fi-

NBA Playoffs .

nals. The Bucks won
the series 4-2 after
defeating the Hawks
118-107. Khris Mid-
dleton scored 32
points, including a
run of 16 straight in a
decisive third quarter

that carried the Bucks
to an upset victory
over the upstart At-
lanta Hawks in Game
6 of the Eastern Con-
ference finals.

Jrue Holiday add-
ed 27 points and

four other players
scored in double fig-
ures. Antetokoun-

mpo cheered them on
from the bench. With
Antetokounmpo side-
lined by a hyperex-
tended left knee, the



Bucks turned to his
supporting cast to fin-
ish off Atlanta. Brook
Lopez had 33 points
in Game 5, and three
other starters scored
at least 22.

“One of the biggest
things we did the last
two games was play
for him,” said Pat Con-
naughton, who had 13
points and eight re-
bounds. “We do have
a true team.”

Trae Youngreturned
to the Hawks line-
up after missing two
games with a bone
bruise in his right foot,
but the young star
never got anything go-
ing. After both teams
struggled to find the
range in the first half,
the Bucks suddenly
couldn’t miss in the
third quarter.

Middleton finished
the quarter with 23
points, nearly out-
scoring the Hawks all
by himself. Atlanta
had 29 points in the
period as Milwaukee
headed to the final
quarter with a com-
manding 91-72 lead.

The Bucks led by
as many as 22 points.
This is the Bucks’ first
trip back to the NBA
Finals in 47 years. In-
cidentally, it is both
team’s third appear-
ance in the NBA Fi-
nals.

The NBA finals start
tomorrow in Phoenix.
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LONDON-- Harry Kane scored
twice as a buoyant England
cruised through to the semifinals
of Euro 2020 with a one-sided
4-0 win over Ukraine in Rome on
Saturday.

Kane ended a worrying in-
ternational scoring drought by
netting in a 2-0 last-16 defeat of
Germany in midweek and he put
England ahead inside four min-
utes on a sweaty evening in the
[talian capital.

Gareth Southgate’s side then
put this quarterfinal tie out of
sight with two more goals ear-
ly in the second half, one from
Harry Maguire before Kane net-
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ted again. Substitute Jordan
Henderson got the fourth, and a
Denmark lie-in-wait in the Wem-
bley semifinal. England will be
confident of going on to reach a
first-ever European Champion-
ship final and even now claiming
a first major international title
since 1966.

The draw here was kind for
them, with Ukraine surely as
weak an opponent as they could
hope to face in a quarterfinal,
a stage at which they have lost
to the likes of Italy and Portugal
in recent European Champion-
ships.
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20 Series

ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada --
South Africa won the fifth T20
International by defending 168
for 4 after electing to bat first. In
the process, they also clinched
the CG Insurance series 3-2. It
was the highest total of the five
match series.

South Africa were once again
well-served by Quinton de
Kock, 60, and supported by
eventual Man of the Match,
Aiden Markram. Together the
pair added 128 for the second
wicket, which saw Markram

top-scoring with 70. It was de
Kock’s third consecutive half
century of the series.

The partnership was the differ-
ence against a misfiring West
Indies middle order. West In-
dies could not keep up with the
required scoring rate. Evin Lew-
is, 52, was the top scorer for the
West Indies. Lungi Ngidi’s 3 for
32 led the South African bowl-
ing attack. West Indies ended
on 143 for 9 after their allot-
ment of 20 overs.

Once again, the West Indies
middle order failed to deliver
the goods. It might be time-
ly for the West Indies selectors
to reconsider playing so many
all-rounders at once. On Satur-
day, their squad included three
all-rounders in Bravo, Pollard
and Russell. West Indies don’t
have much time to regroup, as
they come up against Australia
starting on Friday in St. Lucia.
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