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EDUCATION MINISTER/MP LINKS UWI OPEN CAMPUS TO CONSTITUENCY: Hon. Daryll Matthew 
(seated second from left) with participants of UWIOC courses offered in his constituency (St. John’s Rural 
South). The 69 students comprised the first cohort to complete community-based training in professional 
development courses at the Rural South Community Development Center. (Pages 14-15)

BEACHES OPEN 
FOR LONG 
WEEKEND!

See pages 3-4



FRIDAY 30 JULY 2021PAGE 2
EDITORIAL

You better believe it: We are already 
inspiring and encouraging ourselves!

We are not doing too 
badly in terms of the 
vaccination numbers, 
especially now that 
those numbers have 
been better clarified in 
terms of the target we 
are aiming for where the 
goal of herd immunity is 
concerned.

Information Minister 
Melford Nicholas did 
just that when asked 
on Thursday morning 
whether the desired 
number of fully vacci-
nated persons being 
pursued is 70 percent of 
the total population of 
100,000 or 70 percent of 
those eligible for inocu-
lation; the adult popula-
tion, since minors have 
until now not been fac-
tored into that field.

Nicholas explained 
that at the start of the 
vaccination program, 
and before there arose 
the prospect of obtain-
ing the American Pfizer 
vaccine (the only one 
so far approved for use 
in the 12-17 year age 
group) the operative 
number for herd immu-
nity was 80 percent of 
the adult population.

He said this was the 
number that had been 
defined for national ref-
erence by the country’s 
Chief Medical Officer. It 
was accepted by Cabi-
net, in Nicholas’s words, 

as a working number 
and expressed/pursued 
as the target for full vac-
cination by which herd 
immunity would be re-
alized.

Elaborating further, 
Minister Nicholas said 
this would have meant 
that 20 percent of the 
twin-island state’s 
100,000 population 
would have been exclud-
ed from the category of 
persons eligible to be 
vaccinated, since there 
were then only sufficient 
vaccines to inoculate the 
adult population.

With this in mind, he 
said, 80 percent of the 
adult population would 
work out to be 64,000 
persons that need to be 
fully vaccinated – round-
ed off to 65,000, which 
the Minister stressed is 
still our target.

But he noted that this 
equation may change 
should the anticipated 
access to the Pfizer vac-
cine materialize, thereby 
allowing vaccination of a 
population demograph-
ic (minors) that have 
hitherto been ineligible. 
“We may well come back 
with a different calibra-
tion, once that picture 
begins to become clear-
er in the coming weeks,” 
was how he put it.

38,000-plus have so 
far been recorded as 

having taken their first 
dose of inoculation and 
about 31,000 are now 
completely vaccinated. 
We are still some way 
off the target, that’s for 
sure – even 64,000 will 
still take some getting at 
this stage and at this rate 
– but we’re still not in 
an awfully bad place, if 
comparison is any com-
fort.

Another reassuring 
development came two 
weeks ago with the an-
nouncement that Cab-
inet has decided to re-
move the Dominican 
Republic from the list of 
states whose nationals 
were once barred from 
landing in Antigua and 
Barbuda. 

We found it heart-
warming because it 
could only mean that 
the DR has made tre-
mendous progress fol-
lowing a period last 
year in which the Span-
ish-speaking eastern 
two-thirds of Hispaniola 
seemed on the verge of 
being overrun by COVID, 
both in terms of a suf-
focating overall preva-
lence and a frightening 
rapidity of expansion – 
more like an explosion – 
in new cases.

The stubbornness, 
recklessness, defiance, 
resistance and general 
noncompliance of Do-

minicanos both in the 
DR and among those 
living in Antigua had be-
come very evident and 
was as much a head-
ache for authorities in 
Santo Domingo as they 
were on many occa-
sions for those here in 
Antigua and Barbuda. 
The well-known Spanish 
neighbourhoods of this 
twin-island state have 
often been the hotspots 
for police crackdowns 
on festive gatherings 
were mask-wearing and 
social distancing enjoy 
as much respect as the 
beer bottles and other 
litter that are routinely 
dropped at the very feet 
of those who enjoyed 
their inebriating con-
tents.

But, according to Nich-
olas, based on reports 
provided by the Ministry 
of Health, Cabinet has 
noticed that many from 
“the resident Domini-
can Republic population 
have been among the 
most compliant in terms 
of taking the vaccines. A 
significant percentage of 
the Dominican Republic 
population which lives 
among us has been vac-
cinated.”

People can learn and 
people can change – in 
positive, welcome and 
life-saving ways.
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Cont’d on pg 4

Beaches to be ‘freed-up’ on 
Carnival public holidays!

by Shelton Daniel

Beaches across Antigua and 
Barbuda will be open for pub-
lic enjoyment on Monday and 
Tuesday of next week, a depar-
ture from the strict prohibition 
of beach access on public hol-
idays that has been in place for 
over a year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.
The announcement of 

beachside easing for the public 

holidays falling on August 2nd 
and 3rd were made on Thursday 
as part of the weekly post-Cabi-
net announcements. The two 
days are assigned for annual 
carnival festivities, which have 
been cancelled again this year 
– as they were also skipped in 
2020 – as a further control mea-
sure against coronavirus trans-
mission.
 But despite there being no car-

nival, the public holidays set 

aside for them are still observed 
and Cabinet has decided, in lieu 
of that, to ease the beach restric-
tions that were intended to pre-
vent clustering and other risky 
behaviors which may lead to 
further spread of the virus.
While noting that, “The regu-

lations require the beaches to 
remain closed on public holi-
days,” the official government 
statements says, “The Cabinet 
is certain that the population 

Cont’d on pg 4
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will exhibit full adherence to the 
rules which require that there 
be: a) no music, food, picnick-
ing and cavorting on the beach-
es during this two-day holiday 
period; and that b) all adults 
will conform to the protocols 
that are well-known; they must 
stick to social distancing, sani-
tizing of hands and the wearing 
of face masks on beaches (ex-
cept when they enter the water 
for swimming and recreation).”
Elaborating further on this 

during the live media briefing 
on Thursday morning, Infor-
mation Minister Melford Nich-
olas said: “Inasmuch as the risk 
of COVID is still with us – and 
of course the enhanced risk of 
the Delta variant, which has 
already been pronounced as 
being present in at least a few 

cases – we have made a deter-
mination that we are working 
with the mature population in 
terms of their ability to remain 
true to the protocols and re-
lax the regulations governing 
beach attendance.”
Nicholas added that this mod-

ification “has to do with the 
perceived maturity of the pop-
ulation at this stage”. He said 
law enforcement would main-
tain tight surveillance to ensure 
that activities at beaches do not 
involve violations that would 
further imperil public health. 
He reminded that “the govern-
ment’s position and many of 
the decisions it has taken are 
always subject to review … and 
create opportunities that we 
can learn from … If at the end 
of the day we remove the [re-

striction] and we see less than 
mature responses to it, we may 
review it for the following holi-
day.”
Nicholas also indicated that 

the decision to relax the holiday 
prohibition on beach access 
was born out of a sense of fair-
ness: Government did not want 
to grant such access to visitors 
who pay for and expect enjoy-
ment of the beaches during 
their stay while denying the 
same to residents.
“We do not want the relaxation 

to be abused. It is something 
that we are going to monitor, 
and we will learn from the ex-
perience. If it turns out that it 
has been abused then, and at 
successive events, we may be 
required to tighten again,” the 
Minister stated.
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by Donyelle Bird-
Browne (daughter)

I wanted to reach out 
on behalf of my fam-
ily to implore Anti-
guans and Barbudans 
who have been falsely 
led to believe that our 
National Hero and 
former Prime Min-
ister Sir Lester Bird’s 
care is being ignored 
or displaced in some 
way. Do not believe 
the disinformation 
currently circulating 
as it pertains to his 
status.
I know that you 

would all like to hear 
his voice, but at this 
time he would prefer 
not to make a voiced 
statement. 
We continue to en-

sure that he is being 
given the best care 
by us and his med-
ical team. His vitals 
and nutrition levels 
are stable and are 

being successfully 
managed.The family 
is comfortable with 
the level of commu-
nication, respect and 
support given by our 
ABLP government 
to Sir Lester; and are 
certain of their con-
tinued faithful and 
enthusiastic support 
going forward. We are 
all on the same page, 
with the goal being 
his optimal care and 
longevity. 
We have consulted 

with his care man-
agement leader, Dr. 
Joseph John, who 
at this time advises 
against an exhausting 
and potentially risky 
trip overseas for addi-
tional assessment of 
what is already being 
sufficiently managed 
here on island.

Our father has had 
visits from Prime 
Minister Gaston 

Browne, Sir Molwyn 
Joseph, Minister Max 
Fernandez and the 
entire Cabinet. Fur-
ther, his close friends 
Sir Robin Yearwood, 
Hugh Marshall Sr, 
and Mr. Jimmy Fuller 
visit on a regular ba-
sis, along with many 
other friends, and 
family members.
We will not encour-

age or support any 

agenda or radio seg-
ment that seems to 
be using our fathers’ 
condition as a light-
ning rod and appears 
or seeks to paint our 
government in a neg-
ative light.
Ms. Donyelle Bird-

Browne, on behalf of 
Sir Lester Bird and 
family (July 26th 
2021).

Statement on National 
Hero and former PM, 

Sir Lester Bird

As time passes, our appreciation for things tends to grow. From the 
places we may call home, to our vehicle and our business 
investments – they all tell the story of us.

Hand in hand, our story of protecting everything you value continues 
so that every page you turn is even better than the last. CGI’s 
commitment to fast, fair claims settlements, excellent customer 
service and innovation, coupled with our 
nancial strength all 
promise one thing: with CGI, good things aren’t just coming; they’re 
here to stay.

Find out more at insurecgi.com.

GOOD THINGS ARE HERE TO STAY

Sun General Insurance is now
CGI Consumers’ Guarantee Insurance

WWW.INSURECGI.COM(268) 562-0001  @INSURECGI  HILLS PARK | FRIARS HILLS RD | ST JOHN’S | ANTIGUAANTIGUA@INSURECGI.COM
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Cont’d on pg 9

Indonesia makes donation to 
Community Connect computer 

programme

A community-based comput-
er training programme has re-
ceived a major boost following 
a financial contribution by the 
government of the Republic of 
Indonesia.

During a virtual signing cer-
emony this week, the South-
east Asian country’s Director 
of American and European 
Affairs, Gusti Ngurah Swajaya, 
noted that, as an archipelago 

country, Indonesia faces some 
of the same challenges as Anti-
gua and Barbuda such as con-
fronting the impact of climate 
change. Like Antigua and Bar-
buda, he noted, his country is 

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Anthony Liverpool.
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Police remind public of 
restrictions on gathering

Police say it has come to their atten-
tion that some members of the pub-
lic continue to breach the restrictions 
on social gathering and social dis-
tancing, as outlined under the Pub-
lic Health Act (Infectious Disease) 
Amendment Regulations of 2020.
A statement from the Police Strategic 

Communications Unit (STRATCOM) 
on Wednesday stated that, “The gen-
eral public is therefore reminded that 
no more than 50 people are allowed 
to gather at any place without lawful 
authority; while at the same time, ob-
serving the social distancing guide-
lines and the mandatory wearing of 

face masks.”
It adds that, “With exceptions to 

churches and other establishments 
that are permitted to operate under 
certain stipulated health guidelines, 
no other illegal gathering will be al-
lowed to continue.”

also prone to natural disasters.
Following disasters, he said, 

countries need help to rebuild 
infrastructure and properties, 
and to restore economic ac-
tivities as a way of returning to 
normality.
“A friend in need is a friend 

indeed; therefore, we need to 
stand together in cooperation 
and unity. Indonesia is pleased 
to be able to make a small con-
tribution as well as continue to 
share its knowledge and expe-
rience in areas such as natural 
disasters risk management, in-
cluding rehabilitation and con-
struction,” stated Gusti Ngurah 
Swajaya.
Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, An-
thony Liverpool, noted that 
– as the world’s third largest 
democracy, behind India and 

the United States – Indonesia 
can be a good strategic devel-
opmental partner for countries 
such as Antigua and Barbuda, 
especially with the training op-
portunities it offers. 
Liverpool announced that 

the assistance will go towards 
the Community Connect pro-
gramme in the St. Paul constit-
uency. 
“The Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs, E.P Chet Greene, is par-
ticularly delighted with the 
support being offered for the 
Community Connect pro-
gramme which forms part of 
the government’s response to 
the fallout from the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Community 
Connect programme will fa-
cilitate the provision of a com-
munity computer centre that 
will provide the opportunity 

for residents to acquire basic 
computer skills,” PS Liverpool 
explained.
He added that the participants 

will also access online learning 
programmes. 
“This will target those students 

without internet connections 
in their homes. They will also 
be able to access online social 
marketing programmes, as well 
as access the national disas-
ter management information 
portal. It will especially cater to 
unemployed single mothers, 
as well as students in both sec-
ondary and primary schools, 
and socially-challenged young 
people,” the permanent secre-
tary noted.

The assistance from Indonesia 
amounts to close to US$90,000.
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Cost of repeat COVID 
testing lowered for public 
servants and others

by Shelton Daniel
Cabinet has reduced the cost per 

COVID-19 test that public ser-

vants and other frontline stake-

holders would have to bear out 

of their own pockets should they 

choose not to be vaccinated.

Government recently an-

nounced that public servants and 

frontline tourism industry stake-

holders who prefer not to be free-

ly vaccinated, would alternatively 

have to undergo testing every two 

weeks at their own expense.

Should they refuse both of the 

above options, Government had 

announced, these unvaccinated 

and untested public sector and 

frontline workers would be made 

to stay away from their workplac-

es – without pay!

But after vociferous public and 

sectoral pleas and protests that 

the testing fees would be hard 

on the pockets of those affected, 

Cabinet announced this week 

that Government would provide 

the required support to make the 

testing regimen more affordable.

Information Minister Melford 

Nicholas broke the news on 

Thursday morning while hosting 

the weekly live post-Cabinet me-

dia briefing.

“We are certainly going to have to 

put some resources at the disposal 

of the laboratory, but the govern-

ment has taken a decision that the 

cost is now going to be lowered to 

$50 per instance for the rapid test. 

So, to the extent that the position 

the government would have tak-

en last week, many have argued 

– and perhaps … forcefully so – 

that the conditions could prove to 

be financially onerous and even 

burdensome to many a person. 

Just to indicate the government’s 

balance in these affairs, it’s not 

to necessarily put anyone at the 

point where they have a feeling 

that they are being economically 

oppressed. But there is still going 

to be a consequence for having to 

conduct the test,” he stated.

Nicholas pointed out that, “The 

basic costs for these tests is US$20 

and the government has fixed this 

cost at EC$50 per instance for per-

sons who are exercising the op-

tion to be tested, given the policy 

decisions that we took last week.”

Nicholas added that, “The regu-

lations pertaining to all those is-

sues were reviewed [on Wednes-

day during the weekly Cabinet 

meeting] and during the course of 

[Thursday would] be published.”
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COVID Dashboard Update 
for 29 July 2021

Health Centers to administer COVID-19 
vaccines on Saturday

The most recent report 
received by the Ministry 
of Health, Wellness & the 
Environment from the 
Sir Lester Bird Mount St. 
John Medical Centre has 
revealed two new labora-
tory confirmed COVID-19 
cases in Antigua and Bar-
buda as of Tuesday 27th 
July 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
The two new cases are 

imported. 
Ninety-one samples were 

processed at Sir Lester 
Bird MSJMC.
Two recovered cases were 

recorded, increasing the 
total to 1,235.

Consequently, the total 
number of persons with 
laboratory confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Anti-
gua and Barbuda is 1,295 
– inclusive of 17 active 
cases. There are three hos-
pitalized cases, all consid-
ered mild.
Meanwhile 38,067 first 

doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine have been admin-
istered, and 30,648 people 
have received their second 
dose.  
The dashboard has been 

updated to reflect these 
changes.

The Ministry of Health, Wellness and the Environment is 
providing another opportunity for members of the public to 
access the COVID-19 vaccine on a weekend. This Saturday, 
31st July, individuals can get inoculated with the AstraZeneca 
and SinoPharm COVID-19 vaccines at the health centers lo-
cated in Gray’s Farm, All Saints, Clare Hall, and Jennings. This 
Saturday’s COVID-19 inoculation session will run from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
The Ministry of Health, Wellness and the Environment is 

pleased with last weekend’s public demand for the COVID-19 
vaccines, when over 200 persons took the opportunity to get 
inoculated. 
The Minister of Health, Wellness & the Environment, Sir Mol-

wyn Joseph, is reiterating his call for individuals to get both the 
first and second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
The COVID-19 vaccine protects you from getting COVID-19. 

The vaccines also protect from severe illness and death.  Iden-
tification cards must be presented at vaccination centers, as 
well as  vaccination cards for persons seeking their second 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
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 J O B  O P P O R T U N I T Y
The American University of Antigua College of Medicine, 
is seeking to recruit Exam Proctors.  

Exam Proctors monitor students (exam takers) during an 
exam to ensure academic integrity, and are scheduled as 
needed based on the number of exams.

Minimum Requirements:

• High School Diploma

• Excellent written, oral and listening skills

• Pays keen attention to details, timeliness and accuracy

• Ability to work well independently as well as with a team

• Computer skills and knowledge of use of a web 
   browser  such as Edge, Firefox, or Chrome would 
   be an asset.

 Interested persons should apply to:
nspring@auamed.net

Deadline for receipt of application is August 10th, 2021.

Cuban COVID vaccine highly
 regarded – despite unavailability

by Shelton Daniel

Had it been available, 
the Cuban-manufactured 
COVID-19 vaccine would 
have been welcomed into 

Antigua and Barbuda, In-
formation Minister Mel-
ford Nicholas has stated.
The Minister’s remarks 

were made on Thurs-
day morning during his 

hosting of the week-
ly post-Cabinet media 
briefing.
He was asked wheth-

er local authorities were 
disposed to granting the 
green light for use of the 
Cuban Soberana vaccine 
here, as has already be 
done in the case of the 
Russian-manufactured 
Sputnik-5, despite neither 
having received approv-
al from the World Health 
Organization (WHO).
Said Minister Nicho-

las: “The government of 
Antigua has very high 
confidence in … Cuban 
medical engineering and 
Cuban medical science. 
But for the availability, 
that Soberana vaccine 
would have been one 
that would have been 
our consideration. It’s 
not available yet in An-
tigua, but given the fact 

that our students have 
had it while they were in 
Cuba, and they have now 
returned to indicate that 
they have been inoculat-
ed with the Soberana. The 
Cabinet took the decision 
[on Wednesday] that not-
withstanding it was not 
part of the travel adviso-
ry the previous week, we 
have asked the medical 
professionals to allow 
them to attend to their 
homes and receive the 
same passage as would 
be the other persons who 
would have been on vac-
cines that are WHO-ap-
proved or the Ministry of 
Health-approved.”
Nicholas described this 

as “a standalone decision”, 
but said: “Beyond that, 
the Ministry of Health has 
taken the further decision 
to ask these persons to re-
main at home for the next 
seven days with [track-
ing] bracelets, and during 
… that time they will be 
granted another test in 
seven days, and should it 
be negative, then … they 
will be allowed to mix 
within the population.”
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Public invited to review, comment on 
latest national environment report

The Antigua and Barbu-

da Department of Envi-

ronment (DOE) within the 

Ministry of Health, Well-

ness & the Environment 

has released the State of the 

Environment Report 2021 

for public review and com-

ment. 

The report, which is man-

dated by the Environmen-

tal Protection and Manage-

ment Act (2019), provides 

information about envi-

ronmental and social con-

ditions around Antigua and 

Barbuda, as well as trends 

and pressures for the coun-

try and the surrounding 

seas. 

This will be the first State 

of the Environment Report 

published under the new 

Act. 

The public is invited to 

review and comment on 

the State of the Environ-

ment Report, which can 

be found at https://www.
environment.gov.ag/news-
events#news/article/114. 
Individuals can also come 

into the Department of 

Environment office at #1 

Victoria Park, Botanical 

Gardens, where they can 

access a hard copy of the re-

port and make comments. 

The deadline for com-

ments is August 13, 2021. 

The public review and 

comment process forms an 

important step in engage-

ment with the public on 

environmental issues. 

The public is also invited 

to a national consultation 

on the State of Environ-

ment Report on Wednes-

day 11 August at 5:30 pm 

via the Department of En-

vironment’s Facebook page 

and the Zoom platform. 

The national consultation 

is being held virtually due 

to COVID-19 concerns. 

For more information, 

please contact Daryl 

George at the Department 

of Environment on 462-

4625 or email doe@ab.gov.
ag.

LOCAL NEWS
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UWI Open Campus
celebrates first batch of 

community-based
participants

On Friday 23 July 2021, 
the University of the 
West Indies Open Cam-
pus (UWIOC) Antigua 
and Barbuda held a 
Distinguished Achieve-
ment ceremony com-
memorating an historic 
accomplishment of the 
institution’s operations. 
The ceremony was 

held to celebrate 69 
students who repre-
sented the first cohort 
to complete commu-
nity-based training in 
professional develop-
ment courses at the Ru-
ral South Community 
Development Center 
(RSCDC) and the first 
cohort of students to 
complete vocation-
al certification in bar-
bering, cosmetology 
(beauty therapy) and 
nail technology. 
On this occasion, the 

Head of Site, Ms. Coleen 

Letlow, indicated that 
the collaboration with 
the Member of Parlia-
ment (MP) for St. John’s 
Rural South, Hon. Da-
ryll Matthew, to offer 
courses at the commu-

nity development cen-
ter, meant that UWIOC 
was fulfilling its  strate-
gic imperative of pro-
viding educational and 
training access to all. 
“If people cannot get to 

us because of prevailing 
circumstances, we are 
willing to go to them.” 
Letlow said, while also 
thanking Minister Mat-
thew for ensuring that 
the community devel-

LOCAL NEWS

Cont’d on pg 15
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opment center is serv-
ing its purpose of com-
munity empowerment.
In a time when some 

institutions of higher 
learning overlook voca-
tional training, UWIOC 
Antigua and Barbuda 
says it acknowledges 
the importance of vo-
cational certification. 
The Site’s leader and 
MP Matthew firmly as-
sert that training and 
certification serves as a 
catalyst for skills devel-
opment and employ-
ability. They were con-
fident that the students 
received training that 
corresponds with in-
dustry standards.
A notable highlight of 

the event was the rec-
ognition of six students 
for their outstanding 
performances in their 
respective courses:  Mr. 
Carl Christopher, bar-
bering; Ms. Sherry Ann 
Charles, cosmetology 
(beauty therapy); Ms. 
Terecia Brown, nail 
technology; Mr. Ida-
ree Roberts, computer 
literacy; Ms. Amanda 
Faria, introduction to 
business; Ms. Brittany 
Sweeney, office admin-
istration principles & 
practice.

LOCAL NEWS

Education Minister and St. John’s Rural South MP, Hon. Daryll 
Matthew (right) with the top participant in the Computer Literacy 
class, Mr. Idaree Roberts.



FRIDAY 30 JULY 2021PAGE 16 FEATURE

USING THE OAS TO PROMOTE 
DISCORD OVER CUBA 

(The writer is Antigua 
and Barbuda’s Ambas-
sador to the United States 
and the Organization 
of American States.     He 
is also a Senior Fellow 
at the Institute of Com-
monwealth Studies at 
the University of London 
and Massey College in 
the University of Toron-
to.    The views expressed 
are entirely his own)

Much has been written 
about a meeting, con-
voked by the present 
Chair of the Permanent 
Council of the Orga-
nization of American 
States (OAS), to discuss 

“the situation in Cuba” 
which he was obliged to 
defer after objections by 
several member states. 
The present Chair is 

the Ambassador of Uru-
guay, Mr Abdala Wash-
ington.  He convoked 
the meeting on Mon-
day July 26 to be held at 
10 am on Wednesday 
28 July.  While the Chair 
has the authority to con-
vene a meeting of the 
Permanent Council, it 
is unusual that he did 
so without consulting 
member states.  After 
all, he expected mem-
ber states to participate 
in a meeting on a sub-

ject matter on which 
he decided; the least he 
might have done was to 
consult with the coor-
dinators of the regional 
members of the OAS to 
determine their views.   
This is normal prac-
tice on any matters that 
would obviously be con-
troversial.   
In any event, no con-

sultation was held, and 
OAS member states 
were surprised to be giv-
en less than 48 hours to 
discuss Cuba which had 
not participated in the 
OAS since 1962 when 
it was suspended by a 
general assembly of the 
OAS.  It should be noted 
that, apart from Haiti, 
no CARICOM mem-
ber state was a member 
of the OAS when that 
suspension occurred.  
Heading countries that 
voted for the 1962 sus-
pension were such no-
torious figures as Alfredo 
Stroessner of Paraguay, 
Nicaragua’s Anastasio 
Somoza and Francois 
“Papa Doc” Duvalier in 
Haiti. 
Since the 1962 suspen-

sion, Cuba had been 
discussed by the OAS 

only once.  That was in 
June 2009 when the gen-
eral assembly decided to 
lift the suspension at its 
own volition; Cuba had 
not requested its lifting. 
The 2009 resolution it-

self stated that “the par-
ticipation of the Repub-
lic of Cuba in the OAS 
will be the result of a 
process of dialogue initi-
ated at the request of the 
Government of Cuba”.   
Cuba’s response was 
that it had no interest in 
participation in the OAS. 

The de facto position, 
therefore, is that Cuba 
has not been a partici-
pating member of the 
OAS for 60 years and has 
no wish to be a member.   
A sudden, unexplained 
decision to discuss 
Cuba in the Permanent 
Council troubled mem-
ber states who could see 
no productive outcome 
from it.  Indeed, if any-
thing, such a discussion 
was considered to be 
harmful to diplomatic 
efforts to try to improve 
relations between the 
US and Cuba which was 
one of President Biden’s 
undertakings during his 

By Sir Ronald Sanders

Cont’d on pg 17
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campaign to be elected 
President. 
Further, on the same 

day that the Chair of 
the OAS Permanent 
Council issued his un-
expected convocation 
of the meeting to dis-
cuss Cuba, CARICOM 
Heads of Government 
had written to President 
Biden saying that they 
were “troubled by the 
circumstances in Cuba”, 
referring to protests that 
had taken place on July 
11.  They attributed the 
protests to the 61-year-
old US trade embargo, 
punitive measures im-
posed by the Trump 
administration, and the 
effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  They said, 
“All of this, together with 
threats to its national se-
curity, have contributed 
to placing Cuba in con-
ditions of abnormality 
in which normal criteria 
and expectation cannot 
be applied”.   They called 
on President Biden to lift 
the embargo “so that all 
the rights to which the 
Cuban state and its peo-
ple are entitled can be 
respected and upheld”, 
and they recalled that 
“under a previous US 
administration of which 
you were a part, signifi-
cant strides were made 

in this direction, and 
could be advanced to 
beneficial effect”. 
Passing strange was an 

email sent to many OAS 
delegations by an Or-
ganisation called “Youth 
and Democracy in the 
Americas”, formed by 
Venezuelan nationals 
with help from the OAS 
Secretary-General, Luis 
Almagro.  Curiously, this 
organisation, told OAS 
Ambassadors on 27 July 
that it had “presented a 
petition to the Secretary 
General of the Organiza-
tion of American States 
(OAS), Dr. Luis Almagro 
and subsequently our 
President Cecilia Navas 
met with the President 
of the Permanent Coun-
cil of the OAS and also 
Uruguayan Ambassa-
dor, Washington Abdala, 
to request a extraordi-
nary session to discuss 
the serious humanitari-
an situation suffered by 
our Cuban brothers and 
sisters and the dangers 
facing democracy in 
the Republic of Cuba”.   
They went on to say, 
“in view of the fact that 
the Permanent Council 
of the OAS has accept-
ed our request and has 
convened a special ses-
sion for tomorrow, July 
28, with the situation 

in Cuba as its central 
theme, we therefore re-
quest your participa-
tion… “.   It was evident 
from this email message 
that the Chair of the Per-
manent Council and the 
Secretary-General had 
accepted a consulted 
with an external group 
that has a specific po-
litical agenda, and not 
with member states of 
the OAS on the holding 
of a meeting to discuss 
Cuba.  A very odd way 
to behave, causing more 
questions to be raised, 
concerning the motives 
for the meeting. 
Thirteen CARICOM 

countries formally urged 
the Chair to reconsider 
holding the meeting.  I 
was authorised by those 
delegations to send the 
letter in my capacity as 
Coordinator of the CAR-
ICOM group. ASever-
al other countries sent 
similar letters, and for 
fear of calling a meeting 
for which there would 
be no quorum, the 
Chair decided to defer 
the meeting, pending 
an Opinion from the Le-
gal Department of the 
OAS Secretariat which is 
answerable to the Sec-
retary-General and rou-
tinely produces opin-
ions consistent with his 

views.     

The legal opinion has 
now been produced 
and, predictably, it con-
cludes that the Perma-
nent Council has “the 
competence to consider 
the situation in Cuba” 
because since Cuba 
never formally with-
drew from the Organisa-
tion, it remains a mem-
ber notwithstanding its 
publicly stated position 
that it has no interest 
in participating in it.  It 
seems membership can 
be conveniently forced 
on the unwilling. 
No possible useful pur-

pose will be served by 
any meeting to discuss 
Cuba.  The OAS can en-
force nothing on it.  Any 
discussion could only 
satisfy political hawks 
with an eye on US mid-
term elections where 
winning South Florida 
with the backing of Cu-
ban exiles would be a 
prize.  The task of the 
OAS should be to pro-
mote peaceful and co-
operative relations in 
the hemisphere, not to 
feed division and con-
flict. (Responses and 
previous commentar-
ies: www.sirronald-
sanders.com) 



FRIDAY 30 JULY 2021PAGE 18



FRIDAY 30 JULY 2021 PAGE 19

by Risa V
 
Elections are on the way and 

the wild goose chase has com-
menced.

I am convinced that the num-
ber one challenger, the United 
Progressive Party (UPP) and its 
‘people’, are in the wrong profes-
sion. 

Story writing seems to be their 
strong suit. Never before have I 
known people who say so much 
without actually saying anything 
– no facts, no details, no proof; 
just entertainment. 

Their vocabulary is made up 
of nothing but words chosen to 
convey fictitious descriptions of 
the government. Let’s see: pho-
niest, disillusionment, lying tale, 
fast talkers, sad sack administra-
tion, sweet sounding nothing, 
cynicism, high-hand bullying. 

It gets even sweeter with full 
sentences: “Pretentious charms 
of our calculating PM seeking to 
burnish his populism creden-
tials and score points.” 

They need to get into creative 
writing: “Those who usually 
skewer the discourse and muddy 
the water with foolish utterances 
and their hidden agendas” 

Their stories would be best-
sellers ranked #1 in comedy: 
“Foolish utterances of those in 
high places, especially the high-
est of the high.” 

Gaston, if you get any higher 
you are going to be an angel! Ha 
Ha!

In these stressful COVID times, 
I have much appreciation for 
the laughter, but let’s be serious. 
It seems like you’re campaign-
ing to a bunch of 10-year-olds. 
No intelligent human being can 
vote for this party. Your success 
is literally riding on the people’s 
ignorance, repeatedly alleging 
some “Infringement of people’s 
rights by the Gaston Brown ad-
ministration”. 

The Prime Minister knows 
his job and is great at it too! You 
thought you had some ground, 
but look how easily he resolves 
everything you all claim to be an 
issue.  

“COVID-19 educational cam-
paigns spearheaded by medical 
professionals” … that done ages 
ago.  Lowering the fee for COVID 
testing enormously? Check. The 
Gaston Browne administration 
does not play, so what do you 
have to say now? That he is work-
ing reverse psychology by saving 
the day and being a “hero”? You 
all sound like a bunch of jealous 
school children.

I don’t know about the UPP 
being the only serious, credible 
opposition. This they have told 
themselves, but imagine this 
country during the pandemic 
under the rule of a government 

supporting demonstrations 
against COVID-19 regulations 
such as having to wear face 
masks and other state-of-emer-
gency laws. 

And I have not yet even men-
tioned how you all continue to 
declare yourselves in support 
of vaccination, “But the govern-
ment is taking the wrong ap-
proach and more education is 
needed.” 

My question now is: What is 
stopping you from putting out 
this said information as well? 
Be a part of the solution, not the 
problem. Always proving to be 
useless – it’s a crying shame! 

They talk about how the gov-
ernment is full of sweet words, 
but the UPP behaves as if this is 
some popularity contest. Only 
you people (UPPs) could quote 
Bassanio in Shakespeare’s Mer-
chant of Venice and make Bib-
lical forecasts of the anti- Christ 
and end of days. But what are 
the real issues and where are the 
solutions? Tell us, please; pray, 
tell us. 

To cut things short, take the 
Prime Minister’s advice and take 
a dose of hush; because, Harold 
Lovell, for you to even have the 
audacity to approach the Anti-
gua and Barbuda public as the 
leader of any party (after your 
stint as Minister of Finance) is 
ludicrous.

CHANGE OF 
GOVERNMENT?

REFLECTIONS 
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BVI hospital staff seek 
counselling after high 
rate of COVID deaths

BVI News - Staff at the Dr. D. Orlan-
do Smith Hospital were left trauma-
tised after coming face to face with 
the unusual reality of nearly four 
deaths per day during the height of 
the BVI’s COVID-19 surge in recent 
weeks. 

CEO of the BVI Health Services Au-
thority (BVIHSA) Pat Malone-Smith 
said hospital staff have since been 
engaged in counselling as a result of 
this reported trauma, and have been 
involved in both one-on-one and 
group sessions.

“We’re not accustomed to having 
that many deaths in a day,” Malone-
Smith explained recently. “When 
you have four deaths in a day, when 
you’re accustomed to possibly hav-
ing four deaths in a week or a month, 
it hits hard.”

Meanwhile, the CEO said it was 
important that support was offered 
at this time and noted that there is 
also a team in place for staff to speak 
with wherever the need arises.

Though acknowledging that oth-
er countries might currently be 
experiencing their third or fourth 
COVID-19 surges, Malone-Smith 
said she hopes this current uptick in 
cases will be the BVI’s only surge. 

According to the CEO, the hospital 
was also actively seeking help to re-
lieve its overburdened staff. She said 
respiratory therapists, ICU-trained 
nurses, and ER-trained nurses are 
among the types of healthcare work-
ers being sought to lend assistance.

Malone-Smith further said that 
the neighbouring US Virgin Islands 
has been assisting with finding sup-
plemental staff, adding that three 
physicians from the United States — 
either trained for the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) or Emergency Room (ER) 
— are expected this week to help 

relieve doctors at the Road Town-
based hospital. 

At the time, Malone Smith indicat-
ed that at least 75 of the 168 staff that 
had tested positive for COVID-19 or 
were exposed to the virus have since 
returned to duty.

She thanked community mem-
bers and businesses who reached 
out and offered food for the staff 
who had been hard-pressed for 
weeks by the overwhelming num-
ber of persons who tested positive 
for the virus.The CEO said while this 
support was great to have, she hopes 

there would be no reason for it to be 
needed again in the future.

Since the start of the outbreak this 
month, some 25 persons have died 
in COVID-related circumstances at 
the Dr. D. Orlando Smith Hospital, 
while more than 1,600 persons were 
recorded as COVID-19 positive at 
one stage.

Positive cases have since reduced 
to a little more than 1,100 persons, 
according to the latest figures re-
leased by health officials.

Frontline COVID-19 workers at the Dr. D. Orlando 
Smith Hospital.
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PAHO concerned 
over COVID-19 surges 

in the Caribbean

REGIONAL NEWS

St. Lucia Times - The 
Pan American Health Or-
ganization (PAHO) is con-
cerned about surges in 
cases of COVID-19, with 
PAHO Director Dr. Carissa 
F. Etienne citing Cuba and 
Martinique as examples.

In the case of Cuba, Eti-
enne observed that deaths 
are spiking and many 
provinces are reporting 
dramatic increases in new 
infections, whereas in 
Martinique there has been 
a tripling of cases, driven 
by large gatherings.

The PAHO Director also 
said worrisome hotspots 
persist in Amazonian 
states within Colombia 
and Peru.

“These trends illustrate 
how COVID-19 remains 
entrenched within our re-
gion, particularly in coun-
tries with low vaccination 
coverage. And the spread 
of variants only makes 
matters worse. Viruses 
have one goal: to multi-
ply,” she declared.

“That’s why they often 
adapt to become less dan-
gerous but more conta-
gious over time. And that’s 
what we’re seeing with 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus that 
causes COVID-19. Many 
of today’s ‘variants of con-
cern’ spread more easily, 
so they’re driving new in-
fections in our region and 
around the world.”

According to Etienne, so 
far 47 countries and ter-
ritories in the Caribbean 
and Latin America region 

have detected at least one 
“variant of concern” and 
11 have detected all four of 
today’s most concerning 
variants: alpha, beta, gam-
ma and delta.

She explained that new 
variants will emerge as 
long as the SARS-CoV-2 vi-
rus continues to spread.

“We face a pandemic of 

the unvaccinated and the 
only way to stop it is to 
expand vaccination. Vac-
cines are critical, even if no 
vaccine is 100% effective. 
Just as important are the 
public health measures – 
like physical distancing, 
mask wearing, avoiding 
crowds – and also infec-
tion control measures like 

testing, contact tracing, 
quarantining and isola-
tion,” Etienne observed.

She said that, together, 
these measures are the 
fundamentals of the re-
sponse and they remain 
effective against variants 
of concern.
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IWN SVG - Opposition 
Leader Godwin Friday on 
Tuesday stated his op-
position to mandatory 
COVID-19 vaccination in 
St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines, but encouraged peo-
ple to take the jab.

His comments come as 
Parliament is expected to 
amend two pieces of leg-
islation passed earlier this 
year in response to the pan-
demic.

The Medical Officers 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 and 
the Public Health (Amend-
ment) Bill, both tabled by 
Minister of Health St. Clair 
Prince, are slated to have 
their first reading in the Na-
tional Assembly on Thurs-
day.

Photographs circulated 
on social media purport-
ing to show the intended 
amendment, claim that it 
will delete “a voluntary” 
and, in its place, insert “an” 
in the following section of 
the law:

“(2) Where the Minster 
has declared a public health 
emergency, the Minister, on 
advice of the Chief Medi-
cal Officer, may implement 
special measures to miti-
gate or remedy the emer-
gency including –

“(a) Establishing a vol-
untary immunization pro-
gramme for St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines or any part 
of St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines;”

REGIONAL NEWS

Opposition against 
mandatory COVID jab as 

Gov’t moves to change law!

Speaking at a virtual 
public meeting of his New 
Democratic Party (NDP), 
Dr. Friday – who took the 
jab a few months ago – said 
the COVID-19 pandemic is 
the “biggest problem that 
we have now”.

He however said that the 
government, “quite frankly, 
has made a mess of it.

“They were talking out of 
both sides of their mouths. 
Behaving, on the one hand, 
as if it’s something to fear, 
and then, on the other, they 
want to force people to take 

a vaccine,” the Opposition 
Leader told media audienc-
es.

“I am for vaccination but 
not for compulsory vacci-
nation. As Keith Mitchell 
said, ‘I not for that’. But we 
have to encourage our peo-
ple to do what they must; 
that is, to inform them-
selves and to take the rec-
ommendations of these 
persons who have the 
knowledge and the infor-
mation, and make the right 
decision – and I believe that 
is to be vaccinated,” Friday 

said. “But Ralph and the 
ULP, they have talked all 
around this issue and now 
they are in a situation where 
they want to force people; 
and that will only create a 
worse situation, as there 
will be a backlash. So, we 
have to find a way forward 
in this terrible situation that 
we have found ourselves … 
and I know that our good 
people will look at it seri-
ously and do what is right 
for themselves and for our 
nation,” the Opposition 
Leader said.

Opposition Leader Godwin Friday addressing the NDP virtual public meeting 
Tuesday night.
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Jamaica on high alert due 
to outbreak of African swine 
fever in Dominican Republic

REGIONAL NEWS

Jamaica Gleaner - The Ministry of 
Agriculture is reporting that Jamaica 
has been placed on high alert for Af-
rican swine fever, following a United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) report on Wednesday con-
firming its presence in samples col-
lected from pigs in the Dominican 
Republic.

Through its veterinary services 
division, the ministry said it will im-
mediately heighten collaboration 
with the Jamaica Customs Agency; 
the Jamaica Defence Force Coast 
Guard; the Passport, Immigration, 
Citizenship Agency; pig farmers and 
all Jamaicans, in order to minimise 
the risk of entry of the disease.

The agriculture ministry said Af-
rican swine fever is a devastating, 
economically significant and highly 
contagious viral disease of domestic 
pigs (Sus scrofa domesticus) and fe-
ral swine (Sus scrofa ferus), causing 
high mortality approaching 100%.

While not known to affect hu-
mans, African swine fever is almost 
always fatal in pigs, the agriculture 
ministry emphasised.

It added that the virus is highly sta-
ble under extreme environmental 
conditions and is easily spread by 
infected swine, contaminated pork 
products and fomites, and also via 
the soft tick (Ornithodoros) vector.

“Introduction of the virus into 
the country may occur by way of 
importation of infected pork prod-
ucts and contamination of fomites 
such as feed, equipment, vehicles, 
and clothing. It can remain viable in 
animal feed ingredients under ex-
treme conditions, including those 
encountered during trans-Atlantic 

shipping,” the ministry spokes-
person said in a statement today.

“The movement of contaminated 
pork products and swill-feeding of 
domestic swine are important epi-
demiological factors in the spread 
of the fever,” the spokesperson add-
ed.  

Food waste from airplanes and 
ships have often been implicated 
in outbreaks of African swine fever, 
classical swine fever, and other ex-
otic diseases and pathogens, the 
agriculture ministry pointed out.

It said that this new detection of 
African swine fever in the Americas 

has raised serious concerns about 
the continuing global spread of the 
disease which has devastated Chi-
na’s pig population since the out-
breaks within that country in 2018.

There is no treatment for African 
swine fever and there is no known 
vaccine available for its prevention 
and control.

Control measures consist of strict 
animal quarantine and culling pro-
cedures.

Infection with African swine fever 
produces a variety of clinical signs 
ranging from chronic to sub-clini-
cal disease. 
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(AP) — President Joe 
Biden on Thursday an-
nounced sweeping new 
pandemic requirements 
aimed at boosting vacci-
nation rates for millions 
of federal workers and 
contractors as he lament-
ed the “American trage-
dy” of rising-yet-prevent-
able deaths among the 
unvaccinated.

Federal workers will be 
required to sign forms at-
testing they’ve been vac-
cinated against the coro-
navirus or else comply 
with new rules on man-
datory masking, weekly 
testing, distancing and 
more. The strict new 
guidelines are aimed at 
increasing sluggish vac-
cination rates among the 
huge number of Amer-
icans who draw federal 
paychecks — and to set 
an example for private 
employers around the 
country.

“Right now, too many 
people are dying or 
watching someone they 
love die and say, ‘If I’d just 
got the vaccine,’” Biden 
said in a somber address 
from the East Room of the 
White House. “This is an 
American tragedy. People 
are dying who don’t have 
to die.”

However, pushback is 
certain to Biden’s action. 
It puts him squarely in the 
center of a fierce political 

debate surrounding the 
government’s ability to 
compel Americans to fol-
low public health guide-
lines.

The federal govern-
ment directly employs 
about 4 million people, 
but Biden’s action could 
affect many more when 
federal contractors are 
factored in. New York 
University professor of 
public service Paul Light 
estimates there are nearly 
7 million more employ-
ees who could potential-
ly be included, combin-
ing those who work for 
companies that contract 
with the government and 
those working under fed-
eral grants.

Biden, seemingly fed 
up with persistent vac-
cine resistance among 
many Americans, deliv-
ered a sharp rebuke to 
those who have yet to get 
shots, saying “they get 
sick and fill up our hos-
pitals,” taking beds away 
from others who need 
them.

“If in fact you are un-
vaccinated, you present 
a problem to yourself, 
to your family and those 
with whom you work,” he 
said bluntly.”

At the same time, he 
expressed sympathy 
for people who have re-
ceived their shots and 
are “frustrated with the 

consequences of the mi-
nority that fail to get vac-
cinated.” And he again 
emphasized that the fight 
against the virus is far 
from over, girding Amer-
icans to remain strong in 
the face of setbacks in the 
pandemic.

“I know this is hard to 
hear. I know it’s frustrat-
ing. I know it’s exhausting 
to think we’re still in this 
fight. I know we hoped 
this would be a simple 
straightforward line, 
without problems or new 
challenges. But that isn’t 
real life,” he said.

His comments came 
as some 60% of American 
adults have been fully 
vaccinated. He had set a 
July 4 goal to get at least 

one shot in 70% of adults, 
and is still not quite there. 
The latest figure is 69.3%. 
And there remains sig-
nificant resistance from 
many Republicans and 
some unions to vaccine 
mandates for employers.

Reflecting an aware-
ness of the political land-
mines surrounding man-
dates, administration 
officials emphasize that 
their plan does not re-
quire workers to receive 
the vaccine but aims to 
make life more difficult 
for those who are un-
vaccinated to encourage 
them to comply. Biden 
directed his team to take 
steps to apply similar re-
quirements to all federal 
contractors.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L DINTERNATIONAL NEWS

Biden orders 
tough new vaccination 

rules for federal workers

US President Joe Biden
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BBC - A former US Roman 
Catholic cardinal has been 
charged with the sexual assault 
of a 16-year-old in the 1970s.

Theodore McCarrick, who was 
defrocked by Pope Francis after 
an abuse inquiry in 2019, now 
faces indecent assault and bat-
tery charges in Massachusetts.

He is the highest-ranking US 
Catholic official to face criminal 
sex abuse charges, the victim’s at-
torney says.

The former Washington DC 
archbishop has previously said 
he had “no recollection” of any 
alleged abuse.

In the new lawsuit, Mr. McCa-
rrick is accused of groping and 
abusing the boy, who has not 
been named, for years.

According to court docu-
ments, first reported by the Bos-
ton Globe newspaper, the man 
alleging the abuse told investiga-
tors that Mr. McCarrick had been 
a family friend.

He claimed one alleged inci-
dent took place during his broth-
er’s wedding reception at Welles-
ley College in Massachusetts in 
1974.

The victim said Mr. McCarrick 
led him into a room and fondled 
him. Following the incident, the 
priest allegedly told the man to 
recite prayers to be redeemed of 
his “sins”.

In 2019, Mr. McCarrick was 
defrocked after an investigation 
into decades of sexual abuse alle-
gations against him. He became 
the most senior Catholic figure 
to be dismissed from the priest-
hood in modern times.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L DINTERNATIONAL NEWS

Ex-cardinal McCarrick 
charged with sexual assault

Mr. McCarrick was defrocked by the Vatican in 2019

The Vatican’s 450-page report 
included testimonies and dozens 
of letters and transcripts from Vat-
ican and US church archives.

The report found that the late 
Pope John Paul II was told of Mr. 
McCarrick’s abuses, but chose to 
believe American bishops who in-
stead concealed the information.

It also found that Pope Benedict 
XVI, who resigned in 2013, likely 
rejected the idea of an investiga-
tion because there were “no cred-
ible allegations” of abuse.

Mr. McCarrick was also accused 
of assaulting a teenager in New 
York in the early 1970s, and forcing 
men to sleep with him at a beach 
house in New Jersey while they 
studied for the priesthood.

He is among hundreds of mem-
bers of the clergy accused of sex-
ually abusing children over several 
decades.

Mr. McCarrick is expected to 
appear in court in Massachusetts 
next month.
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Pakistan demands proof of 
vaccine for school, restaurant, 

and transport staff

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L DINTERNATIONAL NEWS

(Reuters) - Pakistan is 
to ban staff from entering 
public offices, schools, 
restaurants, transport 
and shopping malls with-
out vaccination certif-
icates, officials said on 
Thursday, despite only 
2.7% of the population 
having had the full two 
COVID-19 vaccine shots.

The certificate will also 
be required for all air pas-
sengers and crew, said 
Asad Umar, who heads 
National Command 
and Operations Centre 
(NCOC), a military-run 
body that oversees the 
pandemic response.

Out of a population of 
220 million, more than 
27.8 million have re-
ceived one vaccine shot, 
but only 5.9 million have 
been fully vaccinated, ac-
cording to the NCOC.

It said Pakistan reg-
istered 4,497 new cases 
and 76 deaths in the last 
24 hours, with more than 
3,000 people in critical 
condition. So far 23,209 
people have died of 
COVID-19 in Pakistan.

Umar said the certif-
icate would be required 
for air travel and school 
staff from Aug. 1 and from 
the end of August for em-
ployees of malls, restau-
rants, public transport 
and public sector offices.

Students aged above 
18 will also be required to 
be vaccinated.

“If you’re not vaccinat-
ed you can’t go to teach at 
schools and colleges from 
August 1,” Umar said.

“We can’t put our chil-
dren’s lives at risk just 
because that you’re not 
ready to get the vaccine.”

Pakistan has seen coro-
navirus infections soar, 
dominated by Delta vari-
ant, and its poor health 
infrastructure is under ex-
treme pressure.

The national positive 
test rate for COVID stands 
at 7.53%, according to 

the NCOC. The rate in 
the southern port city of 
Karachi touched 23% in 
recent weeks. [nL3N2OL-
3NF}

After a sluggish start, 
the government ramped 
up its national vaccina-
tion drive, especially in 
the heartland Punjab 
province, with 850,000 
doses administered on 
Wednesday across the 
country.

Umar said the target is 
to touch one million dos-
es a day.

Pakistan has largely re-
lied on Chinese vaccines. 
Other vaccines, including 
AstraZeneca, Pfizer and 
Moderna, have arrived 
in donations through 
WHO’s COVAX shar-
ing programme for poor 
countries.

As part of that, the 
United States on Thurs-
day donated three million 
Moderna doses, on top of 
2.5 million given earlier, 
a US embassy statement 
said.
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Some people in Missouri are getting 
vaccinated in secret to avoid backlash 

from loved ones, doctor says

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

(CNN) - The COVID-19 
vaccine has become so po-
larizing that some people 
in Missouri are getting in-
oculated in secret for fear of 
backlash from their friends 
and family who oppose vac-
cination, a doctor told CNN 
on Wednesday.

“They’ve had some expe-
rience that’s sort of changed 
their mind from the view-
point of those in their fam-
ily, those in their friendship 
circles or their work circles. 
And they came to their own 
decision that they wanted to 
get a vaccine,” said Dr. Pris-
cilla Frase, a hospitalist and 
chief medical information 
officer at Ozarks Healthcare 
in West Plains, Missouri.

“They did their own re-
search on it, and they talked 
to people and made the de-
cisions themselves,” Frase 
told CNN’s Anderson Coo-
per. “But even though they 
were able to make that deci-
sion themselves, they didn’t 
want to have to deal with 
the peer pressure or the 
outbursts from other peo-
ple about them ... ‘giving in 
to everything’.”

In a hospital produced 
video, Frase said one phar-
macist at her hospital told 
her “they’ve had several 
people come in to get vacci-
nated who have tried to sort 
of disguise their appearance 
and even went so far as to 
say, ‘please, please, please 
don’t let anybody know that 
I got this vaccine.’

Frase told CNN if a pa-
tient asks for privacy to get 
vaccinated, the hospital 
tries to accommodate the 
request -- whether at the 

drive-thru window or at 
their cars.

“Anything we can do to 
get people in a place that 
they’re comfortable receiv-
ing the vaccine,” Frase said. 
“It’s not a large number, but 
every single person that we 
can reach who wants to get 
vaccinated and we can pro-
vide that for them, that’s a 
win. And we take every win 

that we can get.”
The doctor’s assertion 

reflects the dramatic po-
larization of the Covid-19 
vaccines and the extent to 
which vaccine skepticism 
has hardened into vaccine 
refusal.

Studies of the three au-
thorized vaccines have 
shown that they are not 
100% effective but never-

theless provide strong pro-
tection against infection 
and severe illness. The vast 
majority of people hospital-
ized and dying of Covid-19 
are unvaccinated, the US 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention has said.

Still, a Kaiser Family 
Foundation poll released 
earlier this month found 
that most people who’d 

made firm decisions one 
way or the other about their 
vaccination plans back 
in January hadn’t budged 
since. Of those who were 
unvaccinated at the start of 
the year, only about 8% had 
changed their minds, the 
poll found.

Missouri has 41% of its 
population fully vaccinat-
ed against Covid-19, which 

ranks 13th-lowest among 
all US states, according to 
the CDC. The state has had 
some of the highest rates of 
new cases per capita in re-
cent weeks as the corona-
virus has preyed upon the 
unvaccinated.

Frase said her hospital 
had 33 patients admitted 
with Covid-19 as of Wednes-
day and she’s expecting that 

number to rise.
“The patients that are 

coming in are generally 
younger than what we saw 
before. It’s more people re-
quiring a lot more oxygen, a 
lot quicker,” Frase said.

“The majority of people 
we’ve admitted have not 
been vaccinated,” she add-
ed.
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AVAILABLE VACANCIES at 
OSEC (effective July 29, 2021)

AUTO BODY REPAIR 

Minimum 2 years’ experience

AUTOMECHANIC ENGINEER 

Minimum 1 year experience as an Auto Mechanic

Must have a determined work attitude; Able to complete tasks in a timely manner on a daily basis

CHILDCARE ATTENDANT 

At least 1 year experience in a child care position

First Aid training is a plus | High School & College completion necessary

Strong understanding of stages of childhood development

Must be decisive, patient, engaging, responsible with good working ethics

Strong attention to detail

CLEANER 

Minimum 1 year experience

COOK & FOOD SERVER 

Minimum 5 years’ experience in a similar role

DECKHAND/SNORKEL GUIDE

Basic Boating experience required; Must not be prone to motion sickness

High School Completion

Must be a competent swimmer

Boatmaster 3 license desirable but not required

EXAM PROCTOR (INVIGILATOR) 

High School Diploma required

Excellent written, oral and listening skills

Must pay keen attention to detail, timeliness and accuracy

Able to work independently as well as with a team
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Computer skills and knowledge of use of a web browser such as Edge, Firefox, or Chrome would be an asset

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT MANAGER (ROOMS DIVISION) 

Degree in hospitality management

Previous experience managing within the Caribbean is required and the ability to speak a second language will 
be a plus | Strong and professional leadership and analytical skills

Administrative and interpersonal skills

Demonstrated proficiency in Hotel Property Management Systems, Reservations and third-party third-party distri-
bution systems 

EXECUTIVE CHEF 

Minimum 5 years’ experience as an Executive Chef in a luxury boutique environment

Previous extensive experience and certification at a resort operation level

Exceptional leadership & culinary skills

A strong attention to detail in general & in relation to food service (quality, portion size & consistency)

Ability to demonstrate a sound understanding of budgeting systems, stock control, meeting budgets for food & 
labour costs and a thorough understanding of Health & Safety, Food & Hygiene & employment law | Demonstrat-
ed computer literacy required

FULL-TIME INSTRUCTOR (BIOLOGY) 

Master’s Degree in Biology with teaching experience 

GARDENER 

Minimum 1 year experience as a Gardener

GROUP FINANCIAL CONTROLLER 

Minimum 12 years’ experience

A Bachelor’s degree in Accounting or Finance

CPA (Canadian), ACCA, or ACA Certification | Strong financial, accounting and managerial skills

International experience/ experience working in foreign markets

Strong ability to implement and monitor internal controls

Knowledgeable in QuickBooks, Pastel and other ERP accounting tools and systems

Must be proficient in MS Office Suite

HANDYMAN/WELDER 

Minimum 2 years’ experience with appropriate electrical tools and welding equipment

Must be trained in Welding

Strong general repairing skills with a strong attention to detail | Must be fit and customer service-oriented
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INTERIOR DESIGNER/ARCHITECT 

Minimum 2 plus years’ work experience | Qualifications for Interior Design or Architect is a must

Experience with AutoCAD, 3D modelling software and Photoshop is mandatory

Must be self-motivated with a positive attitude

Must maintain a high level of accuracy and attention to detail

Good time management skills and communication skills, written and verbal

Must be proficient in Microsoft Office | Must be fluent in English 

OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR 

Minimum of 4 years supervisory/managerial experience

Experience in small business lending would be preferred

Degree in Business Management or related discipline

Entrepreneurial business management orientation, sales planning, strong team-building skills

Strong probing, communication, analytical, problem solving and decision-making skills required

PADI OPEN WATER SCUBA INSTRUCTOR 

Minimum 1 year working experience as a PADI Open Water Scuba Instructor

Must have issued at least 50 certifications & logged at least 1000 dives

Boatmaster 3 License required

Higher Level Boating & TEC Diving Qualifications is an asset

PASTRY CHEF 

Minimum 1 year ‘a la carte’ experience 

Have experience in all aspects of cake & pastry making; baking etc.

Have high standards in food presentation | Must be flexible

 

PRODUCE CLERK 

Minimum 2 years’ experience as a Produce Clerk

Secondary School Completion | Must have experience using a bandsaw

REAL ESTATE SALES MANAGER 

10 years or more relevant experience

An undergraduate or higher degree in business studies or a related area preferred

Strong and demonstrable track record in luxury real estate sales, preferably in London or the Caribbean

Past resort destination development experience is helpful

Exceptional understand of and network with high-net-worth UK real estate market

Excellent sale skills with a clear sales process
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Strong communication skills; Excellent enumerative skills

Strong skills with MS Office products; Team-player with a positive personality

Valid Driver’s License required

RESTAURANT MANAGER 

Minimum 4 years’ management experience in a 4 or 5-star environment

Must be knowledgeable of 5-star restaurant service standards and sequence of service

Must be proficient in computerized Point of Sale Systems

SALESPERSON 

Minimum 2 years’ experience

Must be honest, dependable, reliable and responsible

SHOP ASSISTANT 

Minimum 2 years’ experience | Secondary School Completion

SPA RECEPTIONIST 

Minimum 1 year experience as a member of reception or reservation team in a luxury environment

High School diploma minimum or equivalent

Must be able to perform job functions with attention to detail, speed and accuracy

Must be a clear thinker, remaining calm and resolving problems using good judgment

Must work cohesively with co-workers as part of a team and work with minimal supervision

DEADLINE FOR ALL APPLICATIONS is Thursday 5th August, 2021

PLEASE NOTE THAT IN ORDER TO REGISTER YOU MUST 

BRING WITH YOU THE FOLLOWING 

VALID PASSPORT 

 SOCIAL SECURITY & MEDICAL BENEFITS CARDS

 RESUME

 CERTIFICATES/DIPLOMAS

OSEC IS LOCATED ON REDCLIFFE STREET

For more information please call 562-8533/34 
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IT’S A FUND-RAISING BREAKFAST ON BEHALF OF 
CURLETHIA GHOMES, A KIDNEY PATIENT PREPARING 
FOR A TRANSPLANT.

THIS TAKES PLACE ON SATURDAY 14TH AUGUST, 2021 
FROM 7:00A.M. TO 9:00 A.M. AT ASHI’S DELIGHT NORTH 
OF THE MAGISTRATE’S COURT, GRAYS FARM

TICKETS ONLY $15.

MENU MACKEREL, RED HERRING, SALTFISH, BOILED 
EGGS, STEWED SAUSAGE, CHOP UP, GREEN SALAD, 
FRIED PLANTAIN, BAKES, BREAD, PANCAKES, OAT-
MEAL AND CORNMEAL PORRIDGE.

SUPPORT A WORTHY CAUSE TO OFF SET MEDICAL 
EXPENSES.

TICKETS CAN BE HAD FROM CURLETHIA 732-1506, 
MICHELLE LONGFORD 783-4303.

FUNDRAISER
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SPORTS NEWS

Jamaican boxer Brown fails in 
bid to claim Olympic medal

Jamaican super-heavy-
weight Ricardo Brown 
came up short in his bid 
for a medal as he lost in a 
first-round bout to India’s 
Satish Kumar by split de-
cision.

Four judges scored the 
fight in favour of Kumar 
and one scored it for the 
Jamaican. Brown, pop-
ularly known as ‘Big 12,’ 
had a slow start, losing 

the first round on all the 
judges’ scorecards and 
never really recovered 
from there.

He showed more in-
tent and tried to pick up 
the pace in rounds 2 and 
3 but ultimately didn’t do 
any significant damage 
as Kumar, who fought a 
more technical fight, was 
able to come away with 
the win. Kumar, a two-

time Asian Champion-
ships bronze medalist, 
was cut on the forehead 
after an accidental clash 
of heads in the 3rd round 
but kept his composure 
and avoided some po-
tentially devastating right 
hands from Brown to 
seal victory and advance 
to the quarterfinals, one 
step closer to an oppor-
tunity at a medal.

He will next face reign-
ing world and Asian 
Champion Bakhodir 
Jalovov of Uzbekistan 
on Saturday. Brown, 31, 
was a bronze medalist at 
the 2019 Pan Am Games 
in Lima, Peru, and was 
seeking to become Jamai-
ca’s first boxing medallist 
at the Olympics.
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Man Utd name 
ex-Orlando Pride boss 
as new head coach to 
replace Stoney

Manchester United have ap-
pointed former Orlando Pride 
and Birmingham City boss 
Marc Skinner as head coach on 
a two-year contract.

The 38-year-old, who left 
the National Women’s Soccer 
League side last week, replaces 
Casey Stoney.

Stoney, 39, resigned at the 
end of last season after three 
years with the Women’s Su-
per League club. “I’m looking 
forward to working closely 
with the staff and this talented 
group of players,” said Skinner.

“Our focus is to build on 
everything they have already 
achieved in the women’s game. 
It’s an exciting opportunity to 
lead the team into what will be 
another competitive WSL sea-
son. “I want us to achieve suc-
cess together and our aim is to 

give the fans a team they can 
continue to be proud of.”

Skinner spent three years 
as Birmingham boss between 
2016 and 2019 and led them to 
the 2017 Women’s FA Cup final.

He also guided them to a 
fourth-place finish in the WSL 
in his final season with the club 
before joining Orlando in 2019.

Former England defender 
Stoney was appointed as Unit-
ed manager in July 2018 after 
the club re-formed. She got 
them promoted to the WSL in 
her first campaign.

They finished fourth last 
season and narrowly missed 
out on a place in the Champi-
ons League by one point.

United host Reading in their 
first game of the new campaign 
on Sunday 5 September.
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Novak Djokovic 
thrashes Kei 
Nishikori 
to reach men’s 
semi-finals

Novak Djokovic remains on 
course for a ‘Golden Slam’ after 
ruthlessly ending the dreams 
of home hope Kei Nishikori to 
cruise into the Olympic semi-fi-
nals. The world number one, 
bidding to become the first 
man to win all four Grand Slam 
titles and an Olympic gold in 
the same year, breezed through 
6-2, 6-0. He will face Germany’s 
Alexander Zverev in the semi-fi-
nals on Friday. Switzerland’s 
Belinda Bencic and the Czech 
Republic’s Marketa Vondrouso-
va will meet in Saturday’s wom-
en’s final. Bencic outlasted Ka-
zakhstan’s Elena Rybakina 7-6 
(7-2) 4-6, 6-3 in a match lasting 
almost three hours in the sear-

ing Tokyo heat, saving five set-
points in a 73-minute opening 
set that she won on a tie-break.

The Swiss later returned to 
the court to become the fifth 
player to reach finals in both 
singles and doubles at a Games 
since tennis was reintroduced 
to the Olympics in 1988, as she 
and Viktorija Golubic beat Bra-
zilian pair Laura Pigossi and Lu-
isa Stefani 7-5, 6-3.

Vondrousova, ranked 42nd 
in the world, enjoyed a far more 
serene passage as she followed 
up on her upset of Naomi Osaka 
by shocking world number six 
Elina Svitolina 6-3, 6-1 in little 
over an hour.
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Guyana’s Chelsea 
Edghill has confessed to 
bursting with pride after 
becoming the first female 
table tennis player from the 
English-speaking Caribbe-
an to play at the Olympic 
Games.  

The former Caribbean 
women’s under-21 cham-
pion made her Olympic 
Games debut last Saturday, 
defeating her opponent 
Sally Yee of Fiji in the pre-
liminary round.  Edghill 
won that battle, emphati-
cally beating Yee 11-5, 4-11, 
11-3, 11-6, 11-8.

However, the 24-year-
old then suffered a straight-
sets defeat at the hands of 
17-year-old Yubin Shin of 
South Korea, in Round One 
of the Women’s Singles on 
Saturday.

Overwhelmed by the 
feat, the Guyanese inter-
national shared her experi-
ence with SportsMax.tv.

“It was a very happy and 
emotional feeling to be the 
first Guyanese to play in 
the Olympics for table ten-
nis. It’s a huge honour and 
a huge feat,” Edghill said.

“I am really happy and 
elated to be able to accom-
plish such a feat. It’s inde-
scribable how it feels. I am 
full with pride. I am very 
proud to represent Guyana 
and touch the stage, and 
very proud of the history 
I made for Guyana,” she 
added. Edghill and swim-
mer Andrew Fowler were 
Guyana’s flag bearers at the 
opening ceremony in To-
kyo, Japan, last Friday.

GUYANA’S EDGHILL 
BURSTING WITH PRIDE 
AFTER HISTORIC OLYMPIC 
TABLE TENNIS ACHIEVEMENT


