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MORE ASSISTANCE

TO FIGHT COVID

EU donates container-load of medical supplies

Health Minister Molwyn Joseph and Foreign Minister Chet Greene (2nd
and 3rd from right) stand with other officials before a 40-foot container of
medical supplies procured with donor funding from the European Union
(EU) to assist Antigua and Barbuda’s continued fight against COVID-19.
Also pictured at extreme left is National Authorizing Officer, Dr. Clarence
Henry. ( SEE FULL STORY INSIDE )

Cabinet fires back again at doctor critic (page 4 )
Gold award for Boggy Peak centre (page 8)
Windies level with South Africa in T20I series (see page 34 )



Qualified by

FRIDAY 2 JULY 2021

performance - the

COVID crucible

just one example

The Chinese manufac-
tured SinoVac vaccines that
Antigua and Barbuda re-
ceived earlier this week as
a gift from the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) are
unlikely to be rolled out
immediately as part of the
ongoing public vaccination
program.

And it’s not because our
health authorities want to
continue denying choice to
those who step forward for
inoculation that has so far
been monopolized by a sin-
gle vaccine brand, name-
ly, the Oxford-AstraZeneca
double-dose jab.

Rather, it represents yet
another example of the very
sensible and pragmatic de-
cisions for which the Gas-
ton Browne administration
has become so reputable

and respected in its high-
ly effective steering of this
country through the tense
and turbulent vagaries of
this COVID-19 pandemic.

The 20,000 doses of Si-
noVac vaccine arrived at
the V.C. Bird Internation-
al Airport on Tuesday and,
according to expiration
timelines, have a shelf life
that will remain good until
around the end of this year
into early next year.

On the other hand, the
most recent shipment of
another 16,800 doses of the
Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cine - that arrived here on
June 9 via the WHO CoVax
Facility — will expire in Sep-
tember.

It therefore stands to
reason that the authori-

ties would want to utilize
the earlier-expiring sup-
plies sooner, before mov-
ing to stocks that can safe-
ly remain in storage a few
months longer.

It is something that needs
to be explained to our pop-
ulation, which we believe
can and will understand
the logic behind such tim-
ing and scheduling and
release. The political mis-
chief-makers will not be al-
lowed to secure a violating
jump on truthfulness; what
with their predictable pro-
paganda.

The UPP and its vari-
ous agents, operatives and
satellites have consistent-
ly shown themselves alien
and unfriendly to anything
supportive of the national
unity and cohesion need-

Cont’d on pg 3



ed to push us much further
and faster along the path to
full and decisive conquest
of this enervating challenge
that is the coronavirus pan-
demic.

But conquer it we shall,
without - and despite! -
these fowlers of public dis-
course and would-be sabo-
teurs of the national will to
triumph. The stupendous
results so far obtained, and
which continue to hold
steady, is proof that their
pathetic tactics of crafty
ambivalence and opportu-
nistic ambiguity at best — or
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shameful discouragement
and petty hair-splitting over
trifles at its worst — are ab-
ject failures once subject-
ed to any credible or sen-
sible metric of resonance
with the body politic. The
UPP never seems to know
on which side of an issue it
stands — Scratch that ... the
UPP never seems to know
which of an issue it stands
— on principle! It's always
an opportunistic wait-and-
see which shifty option will
likely offer the most trac-
tion among their miniscule
(and ever dwindling) base
that they keep confusing

rocaL News [EEE)

with the truly intelligent na-
tional public. The Antigua
and Barbuda Labour shall
again triumph at the bal-
lot box whenever the bell
is rung; not only in spite
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, but perhaps also — even
ironically — because of it,
to a large extent. Why? This
government’s management
of our national response to
the pandemic has, without
question, written Labour
ever more widely and deep-
ly into the heartfelt affec-
tion, respect and admira-
tion of the committed and
patriotic majority.
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m LOCAL NEWS

by Shelton Daniel

For the second time in less
than a month, the Cabinet of
Ministers has found fit to put
a respected local medical spe-
cialist ‘in his place’ over what
the highest Executive body re-
gards as unwelcome commen-
tary on matters outside his pur-
view. In early June, responding
to the announcement of an
agreement between the Gov-
ernment and féte promoters
for a restart of mass crowd en-
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Doctor gets another
jab of Cabinet rebuke

tertainment events (subject to
the observance of safety mea-
sures) pathologist Dr. Lester Si-
mon described the decision as
“madness”. He was obliquely
rebuffed not long after by Infor-
mation Minister Melford Nich-
olas who, while hosting a live
post-Cabinet media briefing
on June 3, stated bluntly that
“this is not Dr. Simon’s lane”,
a dismissal interpreted almost
universally to mean that the
head of laboratory services at

the country’s main hospital was
being ‘out of place’. Dr. Simon -
who is also chairman of the Na-
tional Technical Working Group
on COVID19 - is not known to
have responded to that first
rebuke, but was again on the
receiving end of another one
this week. Together with Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Rhonda
Sealy-Thomas, Dr. Simon ap-
peared on a special Ministry of
Health COVID-19 briefing that
was broadcast live via State TV
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Dr. Lester Simon

ABS on Tuesday. He expressed
strong disagreement with the
Government’s official position
that most of the imported cas-
es of COVID-19 were brought
by returning nationals during
intermixing with relatives and
other locals, and not by stay-
over visitors accommodated at
hotels and other hospitality es-
tablishments.

Said Dr. Simon then: “This
idea that only locals bring back
COVID isnonsense. Yes, the vast
majority may come from resi-
dents here, but there are tour-
ists who have brought COVID
into this country, and it must
be said, it must be understood;
because we're going on as if our
tourists come from Timbuktu
and ... the tourist that go to Bar-
bados and other places come
from Timbuk-three or Tim-
buk-one or somewhere else.
It's a matter that needs to be
discussed, and discussed fairly
and honestly.”The Government

FRIDAY 2 JULY 2021

riposte was swift and contained
in the post-Cabinet briefing
notes circulated following the
Ministers’ regular weekly meet-
ing on Wednesday 30 June - the
day after Dr. Simon’s outburst
which was unrelated, it would
appear, to the subject of Tues-
day’s briefing about the con-
firmation of COVID variants in
Antigua and Barbuda.

“The evidence clearly shows
that visiting tourists have been
a negligible source of the virus
in Antigua, and that returning
residents and nationals have
been the major source of im-
ported infections in Antigua
and Barbuda,” said the notes,
circulated by Ambassador Li-
onel “Max” Hurst, Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne’s chief-of-
staff.Later in the document,
the rebuttal of Dr. Simon was
more extensive: “The Cabinet
strongly disagrees with the doc-
tor who publicly stated that the
imported infections came from
visiting tourists and not from
the returning nationals and res-
idents. The evidence garnered
from contact-tracing clearly
shows the origin of the vast ma-
jority of imported infections
came from those whose levels
of intimacy are greater than the
visiting tourists.

“Too many residents and re-
turning nationals who were
placed in quarantine were seen
walking the streets, visiting
banks and supermarkets, and
otherwise mixing freely when
they were ordered isolated or
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quarantined.

“The vexing assertion that
tourists were free to roam but
returning nationals were fre-
quently confined has already
been discussed fully; the levels
of intimacy between those who
are resident and those tourists
who are entering Antigua differ,
requiring a commonsense ap-
proach that is based on logic,
the Cabinet asserts.

“The test of the correctness
of this policy is manifested in
the end results showing no new
infections or hospitalizations in
the past three weeks.”

Hurst singlehandedly host-
ed the live post-Cabinet media
briefing on Thursday at which
the regular substantive facilita-
tor, Information Minister Mel-
ford Nicholas, was absent.

Asked whether there had
been any instances or possibili-
ties of tourists interacting as in-
timately with locals as returning
nationals, Hurst said this had
not manifested in the realities
observed, such as when pas-
sengers arrived at the airport.

“We don't know where that
doctor got his information
from, but he was clearly wrong.
I think Minister Melford Nich-
olas encouraged him to stick
with his expertise. He is very
good at what he does, extraor-
dinarily good at what he does,
but this is a little bit outside of
his forte.”



FRIDAY 2 JULY 2021

LOCAL NEWS

Wearing of masks will continue
for some time - Health Minister

Health Minister Sir Molwyn Joseph (right) with Government’s Direc-
tor of Pharmaceutical Services, Mr. Alfred Athill, receive the medical
supplies provided through EU funding.

Residents of Antigua and
Barbuda will have to continue
wearing masks in public spaces
for some time into the future,
despite there being, at present,
no laboratory confirmed cases
of COVID-19 infections in the
country.

That'’s the word from Health
Minister Sir Molwyn Joseph,
speaking Thursday at a ceremo-
ny where the European Union
(EU) funded the purchase of
a 40-foot container filled with
medical supplies and equip-
ment to help in the fight against
the coronavirus.

Sir Molwyn noted that the
battle against COVID-19 will
continue well into the future.
“The fight against this pan-

demic has just begun. We have
been at it for over a year and
we are likely to be engaged in
this fight well into the future.
Today I received word of the
concerns being raised over the
COVID-variant, Delta, which
has been described as easier to
transmit and which makes pa-
tients much sicker,” he stated.

Sir Molwyn noted that Anti-
gua and Barbuda was the first
Caribbean territory to reopen
its borders in June last year,
and they have remained closed
since then. He added that An-
tigua and Barbuda was also
among the first to introduce the
wearing of face masks in pub-
lic. However, he cautioned, any
changes to this protocol should

not be expected anytime soon.

“I want to say to the people
of Antigua and Barbuda, not-
withstanding the progress we
have made, notwithstanding
the fact that people are getting
their vaccination, the wearing
of masks is indispensable to
the success of fighting COVID.
Therefore, we must understand
that we will be wearing masks
for quite a while,” he declared.

The Health Minister reported
that based on the fact that the
case count is at zero, many per-
sons have been made making
contact with him about loosen-
ing up on the restrictions and
protocols.

On the issue of vaccina-
tion, Sir Molwyn said the pro-
gramme of inoculating the
society works, as the benefits
have already begun to manifest
themselves. He pointed to re-
cent developments where the
US Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) once had Antigua and
Barbuda at #4 rating, which
is its lowest, but that now the
country had migrated to #1.

Similarly, the UK government
had the country rated among its
amber light grouping, but Anti-
gua and Barbuda is now includ-
ed among the so-called ‘green’
countries. This means that vis-
itors from both countries (US

Cont’d on pg 7



and UK) can freely
visit the twin-island
Caribbean nation and
return to their respec-
tive countries without
having to quarantine.
Sir Molwyn urged res-
idents to get vaccinat-
ed, as continued failure
to do so in sufficient
numbers places the
entire country at risk.
Meanwhile, Foreign Af-
fairs Minister E.P. Chet
Greene — whose minis-
try negotiated the aid
through the office of
the National Authoriz-
ing Officer (NAO) for
EU-funded projects —
said the ambassadors,
high commissioners
and consuls-general
attached to the min-
istry have been doing
a very good job secur-
ing assistance for the
country in the fight
against COVID-19.
Minister Greene not-
ed that he never gave
the NAO, Dr. Clarence
Henry, or his staff, spe-
cific instructions to
pursue assistance from
the EU; except to say,
broadly, to use the con-
tacts of the ministry to
negotiate assistance for
the country. According
to Greene, the ambas-
sadors and other rep-
resentatives have acted
on his instructions and
they have delivered. In
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short, their work bene-
fits the nation!

The cost of this con-
tribution by the EU
amounts to X160,000
(Euros) or approxi-
mately, EC$500,000.
EU Representative to
Barbados and the East-
ern Caribbean, Luis
Maia, noted that the
grouping has been a
key partner of the East-
ern Caribbean states in
their fight against the
pandemic. Along with
assistance to individ-
ual countries, the EU
also made funds avail-
able to the Caribbean
Public Health Agency
(CARPHA), which is
the lead regional agen-
cy conducting tests for
COVID-19 and its vari-
ants.

Additionally, the
EU has supported the
World Health Orga-
nization’s (WHO) Co-
Vax Facility which has
been of great benefit
to Caribbean state in
procuring vaccine sup-
plies.

The handover exer-
cise took place Thurs-
day at the Infectious
Disease Center (IDC)
on the old Holberton
Hospital compound.
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Woman
charged for
armed robbery
attempton
Golden Grove
gas station

Police say they have
charged a 23-year-
old woman of Grays
Farm for the attempted
armed robbery of the
service station at Gold-
en Grove last week.

Shadesha Phillip is
reported to be one of
two assailants who al-
legedly tried to rob a fe-
male pump attendant
on Thursday 24th June.
In a statement yester-
day, police say they re-
sponded to the report
and were fired upon.
During the exchange
of gunfire, according to
the STRATCOM press
release, Phillip was

shot.
She was subsequent-

ly treated at the Sir Les-
ter Bird Mount St. John
Medical Center for a
gunshot wound to her
leg. The accused wom-
an was expected in
court on Thursday.

Police say they are
meanwhile still search-
ing for the second sus-
pect allegedly involved
in the incident. “A re-
ward of $25,000 is be-
ing offered to anyone
who can provide the
police with credible
information leading to
the arrest of that sus-
pect and other persons
involved in the recent
incidents of robberies
and shootings,” the
STRATCOM statement

added.
Anyone with infor-

mation can contact the
nearest police station
or the Criminal Investi-
gations Department at
462-3913 or 462-3914.
The police have further
appealed to the public
“to pay closer attention
to their overall safety
and report all suspi-
cious activities without
delay”.
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Boggy Peak National Park
Centre strikes goid

The Department of
Environment (DOE) is
pleased to announce
that the recently com-
pleted Boggy Peak Na-
tional Park Interpreta-
tion Centre at Christian
Valley was awarded the
prestigious Leadership
in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED)
Gold Certification.

A press release from
the DOE says this is the
first building in Antigua
and Barbuda, as well as
the OECS, to receive a
LEED Gold Certification.

It explains that LEED
certification was de-
veloped by the U.S.
Green Building Coun-
cil (USGBC), and is the
most widely used green
building rating system in
the world and an inter-
national symbol of excel-
lence.

This certification, the
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release adds, is awarded
for implementing prac-
tical and measurable
strategies and solutions
in areas including sus-
tainable site develop-
ment, water savings, en-
ergy efficiency, materials
selection and indoor air
quality. The Interpreta-
tion Centre is a part of
the Sustainable Path-
ways for Protected Areas
and Renewable Energy
(SPPARE) Project, which
is currently being imple-
mented by the DOE.

The goal of the SP-
PARE project is to con-
tribute to the demon-
stration of an integrated
and self-sustaining ap-
proach to environmental
stewardship in Antigua
and Barbuda.

The project also aims
toenhance financingand
management of protect-
ed areas through innova-

tions in renewable ener-
gy capacity and tourism
in Antigua and Barbuda.
The DOE release quotes
the president and CEO
of the USGBC, Mahesh
Ramanujam, as saying:
“Achieving LEED certifi-
cation is more than just
implementing sustain-
able practices. It rep-
resents a commitment to
making the world a bet-
ter place and influenc-
ing others to do better ...
Given the extraordinary
importance of climate

protection and the cen-
tral role buildings play in
that effort, the SPPARE
Interpretation Centre at
Christian Valley is cre-
ating a path forward
through their LEED cer-
tification.” More infor-
mation about the Boggy
Peak Interpretation Cen-
tre can be obtained by
contacting the SPPARE
Project Coordinator, Mr.
Adien Greenaway at the
DOE at 462-4625 or via
email at adien.green-
away@ab.gov.ag.

(268) 481-7800/04
info@sicantigua.com
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(The following is to appear on the backsheet of the petition.)

T L T STT PRI am the respondent named in this petition. | acknowledge receiptof a
copy of this petition. My address for service of documents in this divorce proceeding is

..................................................................................................................................

BB csosscereosssssonsensorssessoscassossorsosea Signature of respondent ............ccuvicincinssannns
Signature of Withess ...........cccsisnennersisscssrones
fe s risimineati s served this petition personally on the respondent.

[ 1 Therespondent compleled and signed the acknowledgment of service above in my presence
and | signed it as witness.

or

[ ] Therespondent declined to complete and sign the acknowledgment of service.
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Tropical Storm Elsa expected to

BY KATELYN UMHOLTZ |
STAFF WRITER

PUBLISHED JUL 1, 2021
AT 6:45 PM | UPDATED JUL
1,2021 AT 10:21 PM

As Tropical Storm Elsa
makes its way quickly across
the Atlantic toward the Ca-
ribbean, forecasters said
Thursday night the already
intensifying storm is expect-
ed to get stronger in the com-
ing hours. Elsa is expected to
reach the Gulf of Mexico next
week, but it’s too early to tell
if the storm could be a threat
to Louisiana. The latest track
from the National Hurricane
Center has Elsa entering the
Gulf of Mexico early Tues-
day on the western side of
Florida. However, forecasters
said there is “significant” un-
certainty in the long-range
track. Elsa is the fifth named
storm of the 2021 hurricane
season. The categories, in
order of increasing strength,
are tropical depression,
tropical storm and hurri-
cane (categories 1 through

5).Here’s what we know from
the National Hurricane Cen-
ter about the tropics as of 10
p.m. Thursday.

Where is Elsa?

Forecasters said in the
NHC’s 10 p.m. update that
Elsa was moving west north-
west at 26 mph, a direction it
is expected to continue in for
the next couple of days. [t was
about 260 miles east south-
east of Barbados and had
sustained winds of 50 mph, a
slightincrease in just a hand-
ful of hours. Forecasters said
they expect Elsa to strength-
en evenmorein thenext 12 to
24 hours. The storm is fore-
cast to move over the Wind-
ward Islands or the southern
Leeward Islands on Friday
before it reaches the Carib-
bean later that night. By Sat-
urday, forecasters said, Elsa
will move near the Hispan-
iola coast and then pass near
Jamaica and eastern Cuba
on Sunday. No other tropical
depressions or storms are ex-
pected to develop in the next

strengthen as it heads toward Caribbean

48 hours in the Gulf of Mexi-
co, the Caribbean or the At-
lantic.

Watches and warnings

Elsa is expected to pro-
duce rainfall totals of 3 to 6
inches with maximum totals
of 10 inches on Friday across
the Windward and southern
Leeward Islands, including
Barbados. In southern His-
paniola, it could get hit with
even more rain producing
totals of 4 to 8 inches with
isolated amounts of 12 inch-
es. Around 1 to 3 inches, with
higher localized amounts of
5 inches, could fall on Puer-
to Rico. This rain may lead to
flash flooding and mudslides
for all three areas. A tropi-
cal storm warning is in effect
for Barbados, Martinique,
St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. A tropical storm
watch is in effect for Grena-
da and its dependencies; the
southern and western coasts
of Haiti from the southern
border of the Dominican Re-
public to Le Mole le St. Nicho-
las; the southern coast of the
Dominican Republic from
the southern border of Haiti
eastward to Punta Palenque;
Jamaica. Forecasters said
residents should keep moni-
toring conditions and be on
the lookout for additional
watches and warnings likely
to come late Thursday or Fri-
day.



<3217 LOCAL NEWS FRIDAY 2 JULY 2021

Rotary Club installs new
president, board of directors

The Rotary Club of Antigua has installed
its 49th Board of Directors under the presi-
dency of Ms. Joanna Spencer, CEO of Digi-
cel Antigua & Barbuda and Monserrat.

Under the theme We are More Impact-
ful with More Hands, the Club will con-
tinue the nearly five decades of service to
Antigua and Barbuda; building on a formi-
dable year of service led by Immediate Past
President (IPP) Mr. Kevin Silston.

In his outgoing remarks at the Club’s re-
cent handing-over ceremony, Silston ex-
pressed heartfelt gratitude to the donor
community of Antigua and Barbuda which
stepped forward tremendously in support
of the Club’s ambitious undertakings for
2020-2021.

Because of this support, the Club was

able to surpass its projected impact on

New president of the Rotary Club of the community, despite the challenges of
Antigua, Ms. Joanna Spencer COVID-19 and its harmful effects on global

health and economics.

Cont’d on pg 15




Health, education, and social
services took the front burner in
the last Rotary year.

“Thank you very much to
all Rotarians for the work that
we have continued to do un-
der challenging circumstances.
Thank you, our corporate spon-
sors and social partners, who
were able to join with us despite
your own setbacks. I believe
that the convenient strength of
Rotary was amply demonstrat-
ed this past year and our com-
munity is better for it,” Silston
said.

He cited critical projects that
were added to Rotary’s list of
landmark and life-altering un-
dertakings that were success-
fully implemented over the past
12 months and will continue
into years ahead.

“I'm happy that at the end
of this Rotary year, we are going
to have some critical projects
moving into the new year and
onwards, including those deal-
ing with child obesity, chronic
kidney disease, and the recent-
ly renovated and fully equipped

School for the Deaf.
“Thank you very much, Ro-

tarians. Thank you for your
support. We now look forward
to throwing our full support
behind the new Board and its
direction for the Club in the
year ahead,” Silston said as he
handed over the baton of lead-
ership to new president Joanna
Spencer. Aside from its domes-
tic waves, the Rotary Club of
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Antigua stood out significantly
within the organization’s Dis-
trict 7030.

At the recent District Con-
ference 2020-2021, the Club re-
ceived the ‘District Governor’s
5 Star Award in honor and
recognition of its “Outstanding
Contribution to the Goals and
Objectives of the District.”

Individual awards were also
presented to the Club’s outgo-
ing President “For Outstanding
Service to the District” and to
its returning Assistant Gover-
nor (AG) Evangeline Allen who
received the “Rotary Hero” Dis-
trict Pin for Outstanding Ser-
vice.

Armed and ready to contin-
ue with the momentum, new
president Joanna Spencer said:
“As we close off a successful Ro-
tary year and begin a new one,
we are proud to be moving for-
ward on a solid foundation,
reinforced annually with com-
mitment to service and part-

nerships.”
Spencer thanked the out-

going president for “paving the
way” for her and for putting in
place long-term strategic plans
that will add to the successes of

the year of service ahead.
“Fellow Rotarians, thank you

for endorsing me as your pres-
ident for 2021-2022. I am hon-
ored to have been given this op-
portunity to continue to serve. I
commit to the giving of my time
in service to the community
and doing all needed to keep
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our Club and its values togeth-
er,” Spencer said.

Her term in office runs from
July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022. The
new president began her Rotary
journey as a 21-year-old at the
Rotaract Club of Antigua where
she served in several leadership
roles, including that of Club
President. She later transitioned
into the Rotary Club of Antigua
where she served as its treasur-
er and secretary before advanc-
ing to the role of president.

Currently holding the office
of chief executive officer (CEO)
of Digicel Antigua & Barbuda
and Monserrat, Spencer is an
accountant by vocation with a
stellar career record in the are-
na of finance and management
throughout the Caribbean.

Other members of the 2021-
2022 Board of the Rotary Club
of Antigua include vice presi-
dent Mr. Eric Joseph; secretary
Ms. Julie-Ann Laudat; treasurer
Mr. Karim Edwards; director of
service projects Mr. Kirk Fran-
cis; membership chair Mrs.
Joanna Scotland-Gilkes; Rota-
ry Foundation chair Dr. Susan
Snaggs-Wilson; public image
chair Mr. Alex Holder; youth
service director Ms. Linda Wat-
kins; Club administrator Mrs.
Elisa Graham; and sergeant-at-
arms Mr. Ato Kentish.

President-elect (PE) for the
Rotary Club of Antigua’s 50th
Golden Jubilee year, 2022-2023,
is Mrs. Ilean Ramsey.
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Soap-making
course ends,

next one

Sixteen ~ women
have just complet-
ed a soap-making
course designed to
help them acquire
new skills by which
they may supple-
ment their income.

The four-week
course was orga-
nized by the Member
of Parliament (MP)
for St. Paul, Hon. E.P.
Chet Greene, and
held in English Har-
bour at the St. Paul’s
branch office of the
governing  Antigua
and Barbuda Labour
Party (ABLP).

Greene said the
course is the latest
in a series of similar

initiatives intended more self-sufficient. floral arrangements,
to assist people in his So far, courses have face-mask making,
constituencybecome been conducted in small engine repairs,

PLEASE DRIVE

SAFELY

DRINK

RESPONSIBLY

(D)
IS

RogdSmart

A Message from Antigua and Barbuda Transpont Board

#drivesafeantigua
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STOP VIRUS

Soap-making course participants and facilitators.

and now soap mak-
ing.

“As the represen-
tative, I recognized
that the coronavirus
pandemic has result-
ed in many of our
people losing their
jobs. Here in my con-
stituency, which is
heavily dependent
on tourism, the job
losses and the pain
have been real. It is
my view that helping
some of these indi-
viduals acquire new
marketable skills
from which they can
establish a business
or supplement an in-

come, will go a long
way in helping them
to achieve their goals
and dreams,” he stat-
ed.

The MP fur-
ther revealed that
the success of the
soap-making class
has been such that a
second cohort which
will start training on
Monday. Each cohort
has a total of 16 per-
sons.

The programme
is coordinated by Ar-
lene Weste and the
training conducted
by Cheryl Samuel.

Endorsed By:
'/ Hon.E.P. Chet Greene

CALL & SIGN UP
TODAY

(268) 562-9023/4

Email - antigua.infofikingocean.com

- SOPIT

SHIPI]

ANTIGUA BROKERAGE AMD PICK UP SERVIH

YOU SHOP & SHIP

LL
TAKE CARE
OF THE REST

K
SHIFFING LT,

We will:

uClear your package(s) at customs

1 Bring it to our offices for collection

mCreate one bill for your duties, BL
cost, Brokerage and Handling fees

You wnl-

® Sign up for program

® Submit invoices by email

® Pick up your package(s) at our
office

Call us for more information.
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Statement on Haiti at OAS by A&B

representative, Sir Ronald Sanders
Item 1 of the OAS Permanent Council on 30 June 2021

Sir Ronald Sanders

The delegation of Anti-
gua and Barbuda thanks the
members of the Good Offic-
es Mission to Haiti for their
report. We commend their
willingness to enter the situa-
tion in Haiti, which always re-
quired trust and confidence
from the Haitian stakehold-
ers. They had a difficult task.

Two documents of the
Permanent Council are rel-
evant to the Mission. They
are: Resolution CP/RES. 1168
(2315/21 and terms of refer-
ence CP/doc.5705/21 rev.2

of 27 May 2021. The relevant
sections of both those docu-
ments called for the Good Of-
fices Mission to facilitate a di-
alogue between the President
and stakeholders in Haiti.

At paragraph 14, the reso-
lution “encouraged all parties
to engage in meaningful dia-
logue in the interest of peace
and stability”.

Then at paragraph 15, it
expressed the Permanent
Council’s desire to “support
efforts by the President and

all stakeholders in Haiti to en-
gage in dialogue that would
lead to free and fair Presiden-
tial, legislative, local and mu-
nicipal elections that benefit
from independent and credi-
ble electoral observation”.

In Operative paragraph 1
of the Resolution, the Perma-
nent Council resolved: “to en-
courage the President of Haiti
to work with all stakeholders
to engage in meaningful di-
alogue in the interest of ad-
dressing the country’s needs,
among others, the need to

Cont’d on pg 19



hold free and fair
legislative and presi-
dential elections this
year.”

Further, the terms
of reference provid-
ed to the Mission
specifically states
that the purpose and
mandate of the offer
of Good Offices is to
“facilitate a dialogue
that would lead to
free and fair elec-
tions”.

Mr. Chairman,
judging from the re-
port, it appears that
no dialogue was facil-
itated. There was no
meeting between the
parties. Instead, the
Mission met the Pres-
ident on 8 June. Sep-
arately, the Mission
met some stakehold-
ers at the OAS Na-
tional Office. Finally,
the Mission met the
President for a sec-
ond time on June 10.
But at no point was
there a dialogue be-
tween the President
and the stakeholders.

Indeed, the Mis-
sion states at page 3
of its report that the
President himself ad-
mitted that “there is
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no official dialogue”,
but he continues to
speak to political and
private sector actors
that he did not iden-

tify.

The Mission iden-
tified three goals that
it believes can con-
tribute to a way for-
ward: “Prompt ap-
pointment of a Prime
Minister and Cabinet
thatwill have the con-
fidence of the Haitian
people”.  However,
the Mission does not
identify how such ap-
pointments can be
achieved by mid-July
without genuine di-
alogue and engage-

ment of all stakehold-
ers.
A second goal

identified by the Mis-
sion is: “Urgent steps
to re-establish a cli-
mate of security, in
conformity with hu-
man rights obliga-
tions”. Yet violence
and insecurity in Hai-
ti has intensified over
the last few days.

This has led the
Chair and leading
members of the US
House  Committee
on Foreign Affairs to

write to US Secre-
tary of State Blinken
yesterday to express
“deep concern over
the worsening situ-
ation in Haiti” and
to state categorically
that “ongoing corrup-
tion, human rights vi-
olations, hunger, and
an alarming rise in
crime, especially kid-
nappings, are con-
tributing to increas-
ing political tension”.

The senior US
Congress persons
also said: “As long as
the Moise govern-
ment continues to
insist on holding the
referendum this year,
the conditions for
political dialogue and
reconciliation cannot
be met.”

There are also
credible, indepen-
dent reports, Chair,
that 11 persons were
gunned down last
night, including a
journalist and a polit-
ical activist.

Mr. Chairman,
the third goal that
the Mission iden-
tified in its report
is: “Appointment of
new members to the
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Provisional Elector-
al Council to ensure
that the Haitian peo-
ple have confidence
in this critical insti-
tution and that local,
legislative and Presi-
dential elections are
held this year”.

However, there
is no recommended
machinery to achieve
this purpose which
clearly will not be at-
tainable, until and
unless such machin-
ery is fully indepen-
dent, and established
in a transparent man-
ner by all the relevant
stakeholders in Haiti.

Mr. Chairman, the
delegation of Antigua
and Barbuda was al-
ways conscious that a
Good Offices Mission
to Haiti by the OAS
had no guarantee of
success. Nonetheless,
we commend the
members of the Mis-
sion for their efforts,
and we recommend
that the Permanent
Council continue to
remain alert to the
situation in Haiti in
order to determine
what future action it
might take.
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Big-ups nonstop
at OAS for Sir Ron

by Shelton Daniel

Antigua and Barbuda’s
Ambassador to the United
States and the Organization
of American States (OAS), Sir
Ronald Sanders, has been the
recipient of effusive plaudits
from his peers for his recent
stint as Interim Chair of the
OAS Permanent Council (PC).

Sir Ronald is the only per-
son to have served twice as
President of the Permanent
Council, having previously
held the post between Jan-
uary and March 2016 when
he successfully led an OAS
mission to Haiti that ended a
constitutional impasse in that
country.

Sir Ronald, who is the Dean
of the OAS Corps of Ambas-
sadors, took up the position
in May to complete the term
of Paraguay’s Ambassador
to the OAS and then Chair of
the Permanent Council, Eli-
sa Ruiz Diaz, who unfortu-
nately passed away on May
19th 2021.

Several delegations, includ-
ing the United States, show-
ered the Antigua and Barbuda
diplomat with high accolades
for his sterling leadership and
guidance of the Permanent
Council which, once again,
confronted a political crisis in
Haiti and also in Nicaragua.

Said US Ambassador Brad

Freden in a message to Sir
Ronald:

‘Ambassador Sanders,
thank you for your impecca-
ble leadership of the PC [Per-
manent Council] since the
passing of Ambassador Ruiz.
know I speak for others when I
say that your time at the helm
will be remembered for being
steady, firm, and fair-minded.
I imagine the change of lead-
ership in Peru is complicating
the question of PC leadership
for the next quarter. I think
Hugo de Zela would do a fine
job as Chair, but if he is unable
to serve, I would just as soon
see you carry on until the new
Peruvian administration sorts
itself out (of course this is just
my personal point of view).
We'll see what develops. Best
Regards, Brad.”

OAS Secretary General Luis
Almagro also messaged Sir
Ronald the following words:

“Great work. We are all very
grateful how you managed
every single issue during these
weeks. A big hug.”

Speaking from the Central
American region, the Ambas-
sador of El Salvador, Wendy
Acevedo, remarked: “Congrat-
ulation, Ambassador, for your
outstanding Presidency.”

On the issue of Haiti,
through which Sir Ronald
skillfully guided the Perma-
nent Council, we present, as

a separate piece in this issue
of Pointe Xpress, the Antigua
and Barbuda statement that
he prepared. We end this ar-
ticle with the Antigua and
Barbuda diplomat’s closing
statement at the Permanent
Council on June 30th 2021
in his capacity as outgoing
Chair.

“In concluding, allow me
fo say that I came to this sec-
ond period of the Presidency
of the Permanent Council in
difficult circumstances and
with tough issues confronting
member states. It was neces-
sary to pick up the pieces and
continue our important work
without fear or favour.

“From the outset, 1 ap-
proached this task in the inter-
est of the Organisation and in
accordance with its governing
charters. I was guided always
by adherence to the rules of the
Permanent Council.

“I placed particular impor-
tance on fostering inclusive
consultation among member
states and discouraging exclu-
sive groups and majority deci-
sions without the opportunity
for full discussion.

“Consensus cannot be built
onexclusion, and the purposes
of the OAS will not be effective-
ly fulfilled without the partici-
pation of all its member states.
Consensus is not unanimity.
Consensus allows for disagree-

ment by some, but at least the
search for consensus provides
space in which account is tak-
en of the positions of all.

‘At all times, 1 sought bal-
ance and fairness in the dia-
logue of this Council, and, as
you are all aware, I insisted on
parliamentary language, and
rejected personal abuse, and
improper attacks on states.
The work of this Organisation
can greatly serve the people of
our hemisphere, but only if
there is respect and equality
of treatment for all, especially
when opinions differ.

As I vacate this second peri-
od of service to the Permanent
Council, my single message is
fo remind everyone that goals
that are achieved through the
exercise of power and coercion
do not endure for long; objec-
tives that are accomplished by
voluntary cooperation survive
and prosper.

I thank the office of the As-
sistant Secretary-general for
their invaluable help, particu-
larly Rodrigo Cortes and Car-
men de la Pava. And I thank
the people and Government
of my small country, Antigua
and Barbuda, who supported
me in this large task of guid-
ing this Permanent Council
through my second period of
its Presidency.
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The cop-out

by RisaV

Experiencingtheloss ofaloved
one or members of your social
community, country, and even
of the outside world, makes you
realize life is not guaranteed and
can be cut short at any moment.

Deaths relating to murder, sui-
cide and motor vehicular acci-
dents can only make one think
how silly it is to lose someone
so carelessly. Mankind has fos-
tered this reckless, negligent
and depressing lifestyle leading
to such unfortunate situations
far too long. It's about time we
stop dressing them up as acci-
dents. It makes no difference in
the lives lost.

Death is inevitable, and
some are of the opinion that a
man who is to be hung cannot
drown. It still remains that we
can do a better job with the life
with which we have been bless-
ed. We can be better managers
of our lives and choose not to
take that of others. Bring back
— and bring up - the value of a
life. Besides, what gives you the
right to cut short another per-
son's life? Only He who giveth
should be entitled to take away.

No matter who has done what
to you, neither murder nor sui-

cide should ever be the answer.
Forgive, forget and move on.
Easier said than done? I know,
but who said life would be easy?
I can imagine that, in seeking
revenge, life in prison seems
like a small price to pay. Or is it?
Sounds more like torture, if any-
thing; not to mention you will
gain nothing from taking an-
other persons life, and there are
better ways to counteract the
situation, using your life experi-
ence to help others.

As for thoughts of suicide,
a more personal struggle, re-
member life is a blessing and
some aren't fortunate to make
it out of their mothers’ wombs.
Still, it would be wise to seek
help - the kind that would once
again invite any lost soul into
a world of joy, peace and hap-
piness. I cannot imagine any-
one giving up on life; but when
you've reached that place, my
other advice s, ‘Turn to the Lord
in prayer. Abuse — a common
factor in such scenarios—comes
in so many forms which, no
matter how minor, are still trau-
matic. Harassment and bully-
ing, for instance, are more psy-
chological and emotional. The
constant criticism, humiliation
and downgrade can eat away

at your self-esteem and iden-
tity. So let’s not make ourselves
instruments of such negative
outcomes. While some things
may seem harmless, not every-
one is strong enough to come
out on top. Some are vulnerable
and get crumbled in the pro-
cess. When a person is suffering
inside, you never want to be the
one to provide the spark that
sends their life up in flames.

The most vexing thing about
these situations is that both
parties are suffering. Behaviors
stem from underlying issues.
Believe it or not, bullies need
help too!

Let’s be kinder to one another,
more loving, more caring, and
more responsible. It's not an eye
for an eye. Instead, doing unto
others as you would like oth-
ers to do unto you still applies.
Remember, you never know
what another person is going
through. If you choose to affect
their lives, do so in a positive
way and it will come right back
around to you.

In a single moment a life can
slip away, but you will forever
question and regret that mo-
ment of reckless or irrational
thought and behaviour.
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Na v
orld Bank approves US$6M for

COVID-19 response in Guyana

Guyana Chronicle - THE World
Bank has approved US$6 million in
additional financing for the Guyana
COVID-19 Emergency Response
Project.

The funds, according to the bank,
will go towards supporting af-
fordable and equitable access to
COVID-19 vaccines and ensuring
that there is effective vaccine de-
ployment in Guyana.

“The project will also support gen-
eral preparedness, resilience, and
overall health system strengthen-
ing,” a press release from the World
Bank stated.

The document also quoted Ozan
Sevimli, World Bank Representative
for Jamaica and Guyana, as saying:
“An efficient and equitable rollout of
COVID-19 vaccines will be critical to
save lives and restore economic ac-
tivities in Guyana.”

She added: “The World Bank is
closely coordinating with develop-
ment partners and Government of
Guyana counterparts to support the
vaccination campaign, and long-
term improvements to the country’s
healthcare system.”

The World Bank said it has rec-
ognised the socio-economic impact
that the pandemic has had on coun-
tries such as Guyana, including job
losses which disproportionately af-
fect women.

The institution said the funds
provided are intended to help the
Government of Guyana strength-
en health system functions that are
necessary for immunisation. These
include vaccine awareness commu-
nication, human resources, infor-
mation systems, and waste manage-
ment.

“The additional financing to this
project also aims to increase overall
health system preparedness to tack-
le future emergencies,” the World
Bank said.

The bank explained that the origi-
nal project was approved in Novem-
ber 2020 to support Guyana’s pan-
demic response and strengthen the
country’s health system.

The statement specified, too, that
atleast US$5 million of the addition-
al financing approved this month,
comes from the International Devel-
opment Association (IDA). Guyana
receives interest-free financing from
the IDA, with a maturity of 40 years,
including a grace period of 10 years.

The additional US$1 million is part
of a grant from the Health Emer-
gency Preparedness and Response
Multi-Donor Trust Fund.

Since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, the World Bank Group
has committed over US$125 billion
to fight the health, economic, and
social impacts of the pandemic, the

fastest and largest crisis response in
its history. The financing is helping
more than 100 countries strength-
en pandemic preparedness, protect
the poor and their jobs, and jump-
start a climate-friendly recovery. The
bank is also providing US$12 billion
to help low- and middle-income
countries purchase and distribute
COVID-19 vaccines, tests, and treat-
ments.

So far, Guyana is one of the very
few countries that have enough vac-
cines to immunise their entire adult
populations.

With opposition claims that the
Sputnik V vaccines being adminis-
tered in Guyana are possibly fake,
it is likely that the government will
have to intensify its public aware-
ness campaign to provide accurate
information and promote the need
for vaccination. Fortunately, this re-
cent World Bank provision caters for
such efforts.

Already, more than 460 persons
have died as a result of the novel
coronavirus which has been sweep-
ing through the entire world for more
than a year now. Guyana was first hit
by the virus in March 2020 and au-
thorities have since been battling to
ensure adherence to the COVID-19
guidelines and to promote the vac-
cines as a means to an end.
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es Dominicans

to get hea th insurance

Dominica’s Prime Minister, Roosevelt Skerrit

Dominica News Online - Prime
Minister Roosevelt Skerrit has told
Dominicans that they should se-
cure their livelihood by applying for
health insurance.

He was speaking during the pre-
sentation of the Hospital Authority
Bill tabled before Parliament this
week.

“One of the things I want to en-
courage Dominicans [to do] is to get
health insurance,” he said.

Skerrit continued, “We cannot go

and buy a motor car that will cost
$100,000 and not have health insur-
ance.”

He called on the public to make
the sacrifice because, according to
him, healthcare across the world is
becoming increasingly expensive.

“We have had the pilot pro-
gramme, the government working
in collaboration with the Domi-
nica Social Security, but we need
to ensure that Dominicans access
healthcare insurance, so that we

can have health coverage for all,”
the Prime Minister stated

He went on to say that, at the end
of this debate, healthcare in Domi-
nica will be in a much better place
than it was yesterday.

“I believe fundamentally that
healthcare mustremainatthehands
of the state ...,” Skerrit opined. “We
must ensure that every one of our
citizens and residents have access
to healthcare.”
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CDB challenged to double lending
to meet poverty reduction goal

Caribbean Development Bank president Dr. Gene Leon

Jamaica OBSERVER - THE
latest Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB) annual report
showed that the bank disbursed
US$306 million to borrowing
member countries (BMCs) in
2019, but the regional financial
institution has been urged to
double that disbursement if it
intends to reach its poverty re-
duction target.

Poverty rates in the Caribbean
are already high - largely clus-
tered between 20 and 40 per-
cent.

Newly elected president of the
CDB Dr. Gene Leon believes the
prevalence of poverty in the re-
gion will no doubt worsen as a
result of the novel coronavirus
pandemic, which has pushed
the region further away from
achieving the United Nation’s
Sustainable Development Goal
(SDQG) of slashing regional pov-
erty in half by 2030.

“Our preliminary estimates

suggest that, to reach our goal of
halving poverty by 2030, would
require more than a doubling
of average CDB lending,” said
Leon. Leon was making his in-
augural presentation at the
opening ceremony of the 51st
Annual Meeting of the Board of
Governors of the CDB, streamed
live on Wednesday.

The CDB president said this
underlines the magnitude of the
task at hand, the need for mul-
tiple sources of funding and fi-
nancial instruments, as well as
a clear identification of the role
that CDB is expected to play in
marshalling this development
finance. He noted that such
considerations require further
discussion on the fit-for-pur-
pose size of the bank.

In the same vein, he argued
that completing the full estab-
lishment of the Caricom Single
Market and Economy (CSME) is
a crucial component in achiev-

ing the SDGs. “It is not only
about creating a larger market
to facilitate scale; it is also about
partnering with the private and
other non-public sectors to
co-create markets and institu-
tions aimed at achieving a com-
mon purpose,” Leon added.

But first, he argued, the re-
gion must resolve its data and
implementation deficit. “We
need to measure better to target
better. That includes building
data architectures and data-
bases to better inform our evi-
dence-based decision-making,”
stated Leon.

With that in mind, the CDB
president made a proposal to
create a data hub at the bank
that would be the go-to portal
on regional data.

“Could we notdesign and build
a distance-to-SDG tracker that
updates not only implementa-
tion but associated measures of
distances to benchmarks, quan-
tum of financing needs, and es-
timates of concessionary terms
that could facilitate more rap-
id reductions in these distance
metrics? Could we not extend
this to a resilience tracker that
informs on various dimensions
of resilience and therefore our
ability to recover or sustain a
growth momentum?” he asked.

Atthe same time, he noted that
eliminating poverty, advancing
standards of living, delivering
equitable prosperity, and ensur-
ing that no one is left behind,
will depend critically on the re-
gion’s ability to innovate.
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LGBTI+ exclusion can cost
region up to US$4 billion

Eva and Nicole Chavez of Pri-
deTT launch Pride month oppo-
site the Red House, Abercromby
Street, Port of Spain

NewsdayTT - The exclusion
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT+) community
in the English-speaking Caribbe-
an can cost up to US$4.2 billion or
up to 5.7 percent of its collective
GDP. This was the major conclu-
sion of a study called The Eco-
nomic Case for LGBT+ Inclusion
in the Caribbean, done by Open
for Business, a coalition of global
companies.

The report, launched on
Wednesday, is the first of its kind
in the Caribbean and the largest
LGBT+ data set in the region.

The data was collected via sur-
vey from 2,167 LGBT+ people in
Antigua and Barbuda, the Baha-
mas, Barbados, Belize, Domini-
ca, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and
Trinidad and Tobago.

The report also encompass-
es data from interviews with 21
business leaders and employees,

and surveys of 1,430 prospective
tourists. Principal author Phil Cre-
han said the study quantified the
cost of LGBT+ exclusion through
measuring challenges in family,
education, health, employment,
housing, financial services, vio-
lence and justice, LGBT+ brain
drain, occupational segregation,
tourism and economic recovery.
The report said tourism in the en-
tire Caribbean is diminished by
anti-LGBT+ stigma at a cost of be-
tween US$423 million and up to
US$689 million, or 0.57percent to
0.93 percent of its regional GDP.
“The challenges that LGBT+
people in the Caribbean confront
daily can be stark: state-spon-
sored homophobia and transpho-
bia are prevalent, as is social stig-
ma. As just two examples, nine of
the 12 focus countries criminalise
same-sex intimate acts and none
of them allows a change of sex or
gender marker on State identifi-
cation.” It stated that 18 percent
of travellers, both straight and
LGBT+, would not visit the region,
predominantly because of an-
ti-LGBT+ laws and stigma. Crehan
said tourists wanted to be able to
go out into the community but
were afraid to, due to fear of being
exposed to humiliation and stig-
ma during ID checks, as well as be-
ing concerned about travelling as
same-sex couples. Inversely, data
also showed a significantly stron-
ger likelihood of tourists visiting a
country after it adopts pro-LGBT+
policies. It said the LGBT+ skilled
workers migrate and stay in more
open societies, leading to lost
human capital, productivity and
output, as well as reduced com-
petitiveness. “By also focusing on
the LGBT+ Caribbean diaspora,
Open For Business has found that
those who leave are more likely to
be economically productive than
those who stay. For this diaspora,

migration is driven by discrimina-
tory laws and negative attitudes
which also act as dis-incentives
to return. This depletes the pro-
ductivity and competitiveness
of the Caribbean, showing an
LGBT+ brain drain.” The report
said analysis showed that there
was a strong relationship between
the rights of LGBT+ people, GDP,
and gross national income (GNI)
per capita. “Globally, there is a
strong correlation between the
rights of LGBT+ people and eco-
nomic growth. Open For Business
has found a similar correlation
specific to the Caribbean, in ad-
dition to measures of LGBT+ ac-
ceptance and economic growth.
This aligns with global findings
that suggest the legal and social
inclusion of LGBT+ people likely
influences and helps overall eco-
nomic growth, and is bolstered by
our new quantitative data show-
ing that LGBT+ inclusion likely
leads to stronger human capital
outcomes and stronger econom-
ic output. It said countries that
decriminalise same-sex acts like-
ly benefit from increased labour
productivity because of decreased
labour market discrimination.
“LGBT+ people in non-criminal-
ised environments are more like-
ly to avoid occupational segrega-
tion, avoid workplace harassment
and stay in their workplaces lon-
ger, all with associated higher pro-
ductivity.”

British High Commissioner
to Trinidad and Tobago, Harriet
Cross, said it was not a surprise
that discrimination affects econ-
omies. “If governments want to
progress they should look at mak-
ing more progress with inclusion
of the queer community. If deci-
sion-makers cannot be convinced
by human rights arguments, may-
be showing them the economics
will help.”
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BBC - A wildfire has
burned 90% of the vil-
lage that recorded Can-
ada’s highest ever tem-
perature, the local MP
says. Brad Vis said the
fire had caused exten-
sive damage to Lytton,
in British Columbia,
and to surrounding crit-
ical infrastructure.

Jan Polderman, may-
or of Lytton, told the
BBC he had been “lucky
to get out with my own
life”.

“There won't be very
much left of Lytton,” he
said. “There was fire ev-
erywhere.”

Mr. Polderman told
the BBC’s News Hour
programme that his
town was engulfed by a
“wall of fire”.

He had earlier or-
dered people to evacu-
ate, saying flames had
spread through the vil-
lage in just 15 minutes.

The village this week
recorded the country’s
highest ever tempera-
ture of 49.6C (121.3F).

Abnormally high
temperatures have been
recorded in swathes of
North America. British
Columbia, in western
Canada, recorded 486
deaths over five days
compared with an av-
erage of 165 in normal
times.

Chief coroner Lisa
Lapointe blamed the
extreme weather. The
western province had
seen only three heat-re-
lated deaths over the
past three to five years.

Many of those who
died, Ms. Lapointe said,
had been living alone in
unventilated homes.

Temperatures have
been easing in coast-
al areas of Canada but
there is not much re-
spite for inland regions.
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The weather system is
now moving eastwards
over the Prairie Provinc-
es. Alberta, Saskatche-
wan and parts of Man-
itoba have been placed
under Environment
Canada heat warnings.
Residents fled on
Wednesday, many with-
out their belongings,
as smoke and flames
engulfed the village
which is home to about
250 people and locat-
ed about 260km (162

miles) north-east of
Vancouver.

“Within about 15
minutes, the whole

town was engulfed in
flames,” Mayor Polder-
man told the BBC.

“People basically
just grabbed their pets,
grabbed their keys and
got into their cars and
fled.”

In a social media post
on Thursday, MP Brad

Vis said he would not
be attending Canada
Day activities because
he was devoting all his
time to the emergency
situation.

“There are reports of
several injuries. The sit-
uation is ongoing,” he
wrote.

Residents were being
directed to nearby com-
munities where recep-
tion centres were being
set up, while the British
Columbia Wildfire Ser-
vice was diverting crews
and equipment from
other areas to respond
to the fire.

Jean McKay, who left
the First Nations com-
munity of Kanaka Bar,
about 15km from Lyt-
ton, with her 22-year-
old daughter Deirdre,
told CBC how hard
emotionally it had been
to leave their home.



(Reuters) — The United
States said on Thursday that
China’s rapid build-up of its
nuclear forces was concern-
ing and called on Beijing to
engage with it “on practi-
cal measures to reduce the
risks of destabilizing arms
races”. The buildup has be-
come more difficult for Chi-
na to hide and it appeared
[to be] deviating from de-
cades of nuclear strategy
based around minimal de-
terrence, State Department
spokesperson Ned Price
told a regular news briefing.
Price was responding to a
question about a report in
the Washington Post that
said China had begun con-
structing more than 100
new missile silos in a desert
area in the western part of
the country.

“These reports and other
developments suggest that
the PRC’s nuclear arsenal
will grow more quickly and
to a higher level than per-
haps previously anticipat-
ed,” Price said, using the
acronym for the People’s
Republic of China.

“This buildup is con-
cerning. It raises questions
about the PRC’s intent. And
for us, it reinforces the im-
portance of pursuing prac-
tical measures to reduce
nuclear risks,” he said. “We
encourage Beijing to engage
with us on practical mea-
sures to reduce the risks of
destabilizing arms
- potentially destabilizing

races
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tensions.” Price added that
this was why President Joe
Biden had prioritized stra-
tegic stability in his engage-
ment with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, and
added: “The same rationale
would apply to engagement
with another nuclear pow-
er, the PRC.”

Price also said Wash-
ington had “taken note” of
remarks by Chinese leader
Xi Jinping at a ceremony
marking the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the
Chinese Communist Party
on Thursday, but was “not
going to comment on the
specifics”. In his address, Xi
warned that foreign forces
attempting to bully Chi-
na would “get their heads
bashed” and pledged to
build up its military. He also
committed to the “reunifi-
cation” of Taiwan and said
social stability would be en-
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US calls build-up of China’s
nuclear arsenal ‘conceming’

sured in Hong Kong while
protecting China’s security
and sovereignty.

The Washington Post
report cited commercial
satellite images and analy-
sis from the James Martin
Center for Nonproliferation
Studies in Monterey, Cali-
fornia.

It said the 119 nearly
identical construction sites
contained features that
mirrored existing launch
facilities for China’s existing
arsenal of nuclear-tipped
ballistic missiles.

In a 2020 report to Con-
gress, the Pentagon esti-
mated China’s nuclear war-
head stockpile in “the low
200s” and said it was pro-
jected to at least double in
size as Beijing expands and
modernizes its forces. Ana-
lysts say the United States
has around 3,800 warheads
and, accordingto a State De-

partment factsheet, 1,357 of
those were deployed as of
March 1. Washington has
repeatedly called on Chi-
na to join it and Russia in
a new arms control treaty.
The U.S. disarmament am-
bassador said in May that
Beijing was resisting this
despite a “dramatic” build-
up in its arsenal.

Beijing says its arsenal
is dwarfed by those of the
United States and Russia
and it is ready to conduct
bilateral dialogues on stra-
tegic security “on the basis
of equality and mutual re-
spect”.

Non-proliferation
perts said this year that Chi-
na’s push to develop fuel for
a new generation of nuclear
power reactors will produce
large amounts of materials
that could be diverted to
making nuclear weapons.

ex-
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Israeli military’s TikTok attempt
to

Al Jazeera - One
month before engaging
in the 11-day attacks of
May that resulted in the
death of more than 250
Palestinians and 13 Is-
raelis, the Israeli army
posted a TikTok video
where plane pilots cel-
ebrate Israel’s indepen-
dence to the sound of
“Pretty Boy Swag”.

With more than
100,000 followers and
almost 100 videos, the
Israeli army’s TikTok
mirrors typical influ-
encer content. On the
official profile, one can
find fitness tutorials,
food recipes, hide-and-
seek games and “sol-
dier-training hacks”
such as scuba diving
techniques and Krav
Maga workouts.

The first video was
posted in September
2020 to celebrate Rosh

Hashanah, the Jewish
new year. Since then,
the army’s page has
built a substantive au-
dience with its most
popular video - pro-
moting the Iron Dome
air defence system — be-
ing watched almost one
million times.

TikTok, a youth dom-
inated platform, has a
delicate  relationship
with political content.
Although some polit-
ical influencers have
sparked debates, users
normally handle politics
with great precaution
or nuance — in part be-
cause of the platform’s
moderation guidelines
and censorship.

Nevertheless, when
it comes to serious in-
ternational crises and
national security affairs,
it is possible to find es-
sentially any and all

make propaganda cool

viewpoints. At least in
the virtual field, the dis-
pute is not dispropor-
tionate — many posts are
pro-Palestine, but there
are also a lot of pro-Isra-
el ones.

When you search “Is-
rael” on TikTok, dozens
of related hashtags ap-
pear, including “loveis-
rael” and “boycottis-
rael”. The posts in the
“israel” tag have, collec-
tively, more than seven
billion views. The videos
under “loveisrael” have
more than 30 million.

The people featured
in the content are doing
a range of things: they
share knowledge, mes-
sages of support, and
sometimes joke about
the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

And the jokes do not
come solely from per-
sonal profiles. Co-opt-

ing in the popular
hashtag #HotGuyShit,
the Israeli army shared
“Just a bunch of em-
powered women de-
fending their country”.
In the post, women Is-
raeli combatants mimic
the behaviours of ma-
cho soldiers.

In another video cap-
tioned “No makeup,
only camouflage”, fe-
male recruits carry on
training activities to the
sound of pop music.
And these two exam-
ples are not isolated. On
the forces’ TikTok, there
seems to be an active
effort to highlight the
female presence in the
Israeli army.

The Israeli army was
contacted by Al Jazeera,
but there was no re-
sponse to an interview
request.



(CNN) - New York prosecu-
tors on Thursday charged the
Trump Organization and its
chief financial officer, Allen
Weisselberg, with a 15-year al-
leged tax scheme that marked
the first criminal case against
the former President’s name-
sake company.

An indictment unsealed
Thursday by the Manhat-
tan district attorney’s office
charged the company and an
entity called Trump Payroll
Corporation with 10 counts,
and Weisselberg with 15 felony
counts, in connection with an
alleged scheme stretching back
to 2005 “to compensate Weis-
selberg and other Trump Orga-
nization executives in a man-
ner that was ‘off the books’”.

They were charged with a
scheme to defraud, conspira-
cy, criminal tax fraud, and fal-
sifying business records. Weis-
selberg was also charged with
grand larceny and offering a
false instrument for filing.

Prosecutors said Thursday
their investigation is ongo-
ing. The probe has delved into
whether the Trump Organiza-
tion misled lenders, insurers
and tax authorities about the
value of certain properties, the
treatment of tax deductions, as
well as hush money payments
to silence an alleged affair with
Trump.

Thursday’s indictment,
which focused largely on Weis-
selberg, described an array of
luxury perks he received from
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Prosecutors charge Trump

Organization with a 15-year tax scheme

the company, allegedly in lieu
of compensation, including a
Upper West Side apartment, a
pair of Mercedes-Benz cars for
him and his wife, and private
school tuition for two family
members who CNN has report-
ed are his grandchildren.

All told, the indictment al-
leges that Weisselberg evaded
taxes on $1.76 million in in-
come over a period beginning
in 2005 and concealed for years
that he was a resident of New
York City, thereby avoiding pay-
ing city income taxes. Prosecu-
tors alleged he evaded a total of
more than $900,000 in federal,
state and city taxes during this
period, and received a total of
$133,124 in state tax refunds “to
which he was not entitled”.

“The scheme was intended
to allow certain employees to
substantially understate their
compensation from the Trump
Organization, so that they
could and did pay federal, state
and local taxes in amounts that
were significantly less than the
amounts that should have been
paid,” the indictment said.

After entering a courtroom
in New York Supreme Court
Thursday afternoon in hand-
cuffs, Weisselberg pleaded not
guilty and Justice Juan Mer-
chan released him on his own
recognizance, ordering him to
turn in his passport.

Former President Don-
ald Trump himself was not
charged. Following the un-
sealing of the indictment, he

blasted the charges in a state-
ment, criticizing the investiga-
tion as led by two Democrats:
Cyrus Vance Jr., the Manhattan
district attorney, and Letitia
James, the New York state attor-
ney general.

“The political Witch Hunt
by the Radical Left Democrats,
with New York now taking over
the assignment, continues. It is
dividing our Country like never
before!” Trump said.

In statements, the Trump
Organization also character-
ized the prosecution as a po-
litical act and said Weisselberg
was being used as a “pawn in
a scorched-earth attempt to
harm the former president”.

The indictment of the Trump
Organization is the product of
more than two years of inves-
tigation by Vance, a probe that
began with questions about
accounting practices tied to
hush-money payments made
by former Trump lawyer Mi-
chael Cohen and eventually led
to a Supreme Court fight over a
subpoena for Trump’s tax doc-
uments.

/'
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Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
LIAT CANCELS SOME SERVICES BECAUSE OF WEATHER
ST. JOHN'’S, ANTIGUA July 01, 2021 - It is with deep regret that LIAT is forced

to cancel some of its flights due to the approaching tropical storm, Elsa, as of Friday
July 02. The cancellations will affect several of our services.

The following highlights the affected services:

+ 392 DOM BGI

« 392 BGI SVD

+ 393 SVDSLU

« 393 SLUANU

In anticipation of the situation, passengers are asked to monitor their e-mails and
LIAT’s website for updates. Passengers wishing to reschedule are asked to contact
our Reservations Call Centre for assistance.

LIAT will issue further updates and advisories via its website (www.liat.com) and
social media platforms.

I E LL Us The management and staff of LIAT apologize for any inconvenience caused.

-END-

4 LIAT, The Caribbean Airline, is currently under Administration. The Administrator is
Mr. Cleveland Seaforth of BDO. LIAT operates a limited schedule to nine destinations

currently. For more information, please visit www.liat.com .

HAPPENING

LIAT (1974) LTD | Bismarck Business Complex | LIAT Road | Antigua | Telephone:
+1 (268) 480- 5601 | fax: +1 (268) 480-5638 | email:

I N I ou R corporate.communications@liat.com |
COMMAUNITY.

Submit community notices to

news@pointville.ag

GOT NEWS?

Service Stations in
Collobaration with

The Ministry of Health

EACH VACCINATED ALL PROTECTED PROMOTION

RECEIVE FREE

VACCINATE $100 GAS
VOUCHER

Send your news stories to
news@pointville.ag

-

e I

Service Stations- Playing our part to protect our valued customers.




LONDON, En-
gland (BBC) - Serena
Williams says she is
“heartbroken”  after
her latest attempt for
a record-equaling 24th
Grand Slam was cruel-
ly ended by injury.

Williams started
against  Aliaksandra
Sasnovich with heavy
strapping on her thigh
and slipped in the first
game. The 39-year-
old went down again
in the seventh game
and was overcome by
emotion before having
to retire. Center Court
gave a standing ova-
tion as she left, with
Williams later saying:
“The court meant the
world to me.”

What is making
Center Court so slip-
pery?

Williams, seeded
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sixth, seemed to do
damage when she
rocked backwards on
the baseline before
unleashing a forehand
back to her opponent.
After going off court
for treatment, the sev-
en-time SW19 cham-
pion returned with a
heavy limp and tried to
continue before it soon
became apparent she
would be unable to.
Tears filled her eyes as
Williams thanked the
crowd, who had been
trying to encourage
her, for their support.
At 15-15 on her ser-
vice game at 3-3, Wil-
liams buckled as she
prepared to receive a
return and spent a few
moments kneeled on
the court. The umpire
came down off her
chair as Williams slow-
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goodbye, with the
crowd no doubt won-
dering if this will be
the final time at SW19
for a player who turns
40 in September.

“I was heartbroken
to have to withdraw
today (Tuesday) after
injuring my right leg,”
Williams said in an In-
stagram post later on
Tuesday.

“My love and grati-
tude are with the fans
and the team who
make being on Center
Court so meaningful.
Feeling the extraor-
dinary warmth and
support of the crowd
when I walked on -

Ser:ena WilliaE-

ly managed to climb
to her feet. Fans on
Center Court rose in
unison to give a heart-
felt standing ovation
as Wimbledon waved

and off - the court
meant the world to
me.” The retirement
came within an hour of
Center Court watching
France’s Adrian Man-
narino also have to
retire from his match
against Roger Federer.

The 33-year old
slipped on the same
baseline, leading to
Britain’s Andy Murray
—who had played there
on Monday - tweeting
about the surface.

It was a cruel blow
for Williams who had
broken for a 3-1 lead.

“I'm so sad for Ser-
ena. She is a great
champion,” said Be-
larusian world num-
ber 100 Sasnovich. “It
happens sometimes in
tennis, but all the best
to her.”
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West Indies Women’s fast
bowler Shamilia Connell
bowled her team to a fantastic
victory over Pakistan Women
in the opening match of their
CG Insurance Twenty20 In-
ternational (T20I) series on
Wednesday. She took three
wickets in a superb opening
burst which gave the home
team the ideal start in the field
after they made 136-6 off their
20 overs. Pakistan never ful-
ly recovered and finished on
126-6 off their 20 overs.

It was the ideal start to the
three-match series for the
home team, winning by 10
runs to kick-start their cam-
paign, as women’s interna-
tional cricket returned to the
Caribbean. Connell ended
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with 3 for 24, all three batters
bowled. In the first over, Jerve-
ria Rauf dragged on a sharp
delivery and in the next over
she also sent back Javeria Khan
and Nida Dar to leave Pakistan
in deep trouble at 23 for 3.

They managed to recover,
thanks to some good pow-
er-hitting from Ayesha Na-
seem (45 not out) and Fati-
ma Khan (24 not out) which
sparked a late-innings revival
after seam bowler Aliyah Al-
leyne took 2 for 23.

Earlier in the day, West In-
dies Women “A” lost to Paki-
stan “A” by seven wickets at
the same venue. Sent in, the
hosts made 96 for 8 off their 20
overs. Rashada Williams top-

scored with 33 off 41 deliveries
and Shabika Gajnab chipped
in with an unbeaten 20 off 24
balls.  Off-spinner Rameen
Shamin (2 for 10) and fast
bowler Aiman Anwar (2 for 22)
finished two wickets apiece.

In reply, Pakistan “A” reached
their target with seven balls to
spare, thanks to opener Ayesha
Zafar who saw her team home
with an unbeaten 40 off 45 de-
liveries. The 26-year old right
hander counted four fours and
put on 40 off 44 balls for the
first wicket with 23-year old
Omaima Sohail who made 21
from 33 balls with two bound-
aries.

West Indies won by 10 runs.
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moved to United Arab
Emirates and Oman

NEW DEHLI, India (AFP) -
This year’s T20 World Cup will
be moved to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and Oman due
to the coronavirus situation in
India, cricket’s world body con-
firmed on Tuesday.

The tournament was origi-
nally meant to be in India, but
the country is emerging from
a COVID-19 surge in April and
May, and experts fear a new
wave of cases later this year.

“Our priority is to deliver
the ICC [International Cricket
Council] Men’s T20 World Cup
2021 safely, in full, and in its
current window,” said Geoff Al-
lardice, acting chief executive
of the ICC.

“While we are incredibly dis-
appointed not to be hosting
the event in India, the decision
gives us the certainty we need

to stage the event in a country
that is a proven international
host of multi-team events in a
bio-secure environment.”

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) had al-
ready said on Monday that the
tournament would be shifted.

The event will take place from
17th October to 14th Novem-
ber. It will be held across four
venues — Dubai International
Stadium, Sheik Zayed Stadium
in Abu Dhabi, Sharjah Crick-
et Stadium and Oman Cricket
Academy.

The ICC had given the BCCI
a deadline of the end of June
to decide the host country for
T20’s showpiece event due to
the high number of COVID-19
cases in India.

The BCCI had already moved
the suspended Indian Premier

League (IPL) to the UAE in Sep-
tember-October, after the T20
tournament was halted on 4th
May due to a number of players
and team officials becoming in-
fected with COVID-19.

At the time, India was ex-
periencing a massive surge
in COVID-19 cases that over-
whelmed health system in
many places, and much of the
country was under lockdown.

India, home to 1.3 billion
people, has eased many lock-
down restrictions in recent
weeks following a sharp fall in
the number of new infections.

The ICC postponed the T20
World Cup, originally sched-
uled to be held in Australia in
2020. India was handed the
hosting rights in 2021 and Aus-
tralia was chosen as host for the
2022 edition.
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CG Ins i-ance T20

SOURCE: WINDIES TWITTER |

ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada -
South Africa won the toss for
the first time in the series and
inserted the West Indies during
the 4th CG Insurance T20 Inter-
national (T20I). As in the previ-
ous matches, the West Indies’

batting in the middle order was
again cause for concern.

Only four West Indian batsmen
— Lendl Simmons, 47; Kieron
Pollard, 51 not out; Nicholas
Pooran, 16; and Fabian Allen,
19 not out — managed to get
double figures.

However, West Indies finished
strong after stuttering in the
middle. Fabian Allen, 19 not
out, provided the skipper with
good support toward the end of
the innings. They ended on 167
for 6.

South Africa’s response mir-
rored the West Indies innings.
However, apart from Quinton
de Kock, 60; Aiden Markram,
20; and Kagiso Rabada, 16, no
other batsman contributed sig-
nificantly with the bat. Extras
(13) were the next highest in the

Interqa onal Series\
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South African innings. Dwayne
Bravo had career best figures of
4 for 19 to end as the main de-
stroyer. West Indies earlier wel-
comed back Chris Gayle and
Shimron Hetmyer, while both
Jason Holder and Kevin Sinclair
were rested.

West Indies won by 21 runs. The
series is now tied at 2-2 and sets
up nicely the decider which will
be played tomorrow.
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