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RETURN OF THE 

CRUISE SHIPS 
BEGINS!

Global drumbeats grow louder for mandatory vaccination (GUEST EDITORIAL pages 2-4)
Health Ministry denies nurses severed ( STORY ON PAGE 11 )
Chinese vaccine already out and about (PAGE 11 )
Cruise Line threatens pullout from Florida; WHO urges restraint in vaccination 
status queries. (pages 9 & 10 )
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GUEST EDITORIAL
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COVID-19: The countries 
that have mandatory 

vaccination for health workers
The world is divided over 

whether doctors and other 
health workers should have 
a COVID-19 jab to do their 
jobs. As the UK once again 
considers the situation,  Chris 
Stokel-Walker looks at the dif-
fering perspectives globally

What would you do to keep 
your job? It’s a question that 
healthcare workers in Texas 
were confronted with in April 
when local hospital network 
Houston Methodist required 
its staff to be vaccinated against 
SARS-CoV-2. 

Nearly 25 000 employees du-
tifully lined up to be protected 
against COVID-19 and to pro-
tect their patients. More than 
150 didn’t and have since ei-
ther been sacked or resigned.

A court case brought by one 
of the employees, a former 
nurse, was dismissed by a dis-
trict court judge. But the case 
raised questions about requir-
ing vaccination using prod-
ucts that have not been fully 
approved by the US Food and 
Drug Administration. 

The employee, meanwhile, 
has appealed the ruling.

What was once a hypotheti-
cal question is now a real one, 
and not just in the US. Busi-
nesses around the world are 
considering making corona-
virus vaccinations mandatory 
for workers (Morgan Stanley 
and the publisher Bloomsbury 
are two major companies to 
have already made the move). 
And those on the frontlines of 
the pandemic are no different.

Global decisions

In Public Health England’s 
2019-20 report on seasonal 
influenza vaccines, there was 
one eye opening point: one in 
four healthcare workers did 
not get a flu vaccine. And there 
are indications that roughly 
the same proportion of peo-
ple are wary of having covid-19 
jabs.

The UK government will 
make COVID vaccination 
mandatory for care home staff 
from October, and is consider-
ing whether to extend the poli-
cy to NHS staff. 

Elsewhere in the world, Sau-
di Arabia takes perhaps the 
hardest line: no jab, no job. In 

May, its government said em-
ployees in the public, private, 
and non-profit sectors must 
be vaccinated before they can 
return to work. It followed Italy 
which, in March, introduced a 
requirement for health work-
ers -- including pharmacists 
– to be vaccinated before treat-
ing patients. Serbia is consid-
ering a similar stance.

“The aim of the measure is 
to protect as much as possible 
both medical and paramedical 
staff, and those who are in en-
vironments that may be more 
exposed to the risk of infec-
tion,” the Italian government 
said in a statement. Those who 
refuse face suspension with-
out pay for the rest of the year. 

The Italian government 
moved after clusters of hos-
pital infections were linked to 
unvaccinated staff, and is de-
signed to combat an endemic 
anti-vaccination movement in 
the country.

Ireland hasn’t ruled out mak-
ing covid-19 vaccination man-
datory for health workers, but 
the country’s health regulator 
called it the “most intrusive 
step” that should only be con-
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sidered if the risk to patients 
from unvaccinated health staff 
was high because of increased 
community transmission. 
Some hospital trusts in Ireland 
have already sent staff who re-
fuse to be vaccinated home on 
full pay to avoid them being 
close to patients.

Like the UK, France is paying 
close attention to care homes. 
Health minister Olivier Veran 
made a “solemn appeal” to 
care workers to get vaccinat-
ed to help protect the patients 
they treat, after data showed 
those working in care homes 
had a lower rate of uptake for 
the jab than the general pop-
ulation—a worry in a country 

with one of the world’s highest 
rates of vaccine hesitancy.

Carrots and sticks

High take up of vaccines in 
healthcare workers is import-
ant not just for their protection 
and the protection of patients, 
but because they are an im-
portant source of information 
about vaccines for others.

Yet it’s not as simple as just 
appealing to this responsibil-
ity. Wider factors, including 
political and religious beliefs, 
come into play.

At least one study has found 
that pressure from bosses has 
a negative effect on the likeli-

hood a healthcare worker will 
get vaccinated. “Health and 
social care providers need to 
offer a space for their staff to 
have conversations where 
they feel safe to ask about 
covid-19 vaccination, and not 
feel judged and stigmatised for 
having questions or concerns,” 
says Sadie Bell of LSHTM, who 
led the study. In their survey of 
nearly 2,000 UK health and so-
cial care workers, every point 
further up a five point scale 
that workers felt pressured to 
take the jab, resulted in them 
being 75% more likely to turn 
down the offer.

Cont’d on pg 4
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Some have turned 
down vaccination 
on religious grounds. 
That could affect many 
countries. According 
to Melissa Leach, di-
rector of the Institute 
of Development Stud-
ies, Muslim majority 
countries and Mus-
lims in countries with 
high vaccination rates 
have generally lower 
rates of uptake, which 
has been credited 
to misinformation 
about what ingredi-
ents the vaccine con-
tains (such as whether 
ingredients are halal 
or not), as well as dis-
trust of political rules 
in religiously polarised 
countries. 

Indonesia has sought 
to tackle this by pub-
licly declaring its ap-
proved vaccines halal, 
engaging social me-
dia influencers, and 
prominently featuring 
high-ranking officials 
getting vaccinated to 
show the vaccine is 
safe and endorsed.

But trust is a major 
factor for religious mi-
norities. Leach, who 
has studied vaccine 
hesitancy around the 
world, points to India. 
“Vaccine hesitancy 
around COVID seems 
to be a particular 

problem among cer-
tain Muslim commu-
nities there,” she says. 
That’s triggered by the 
anti-Muslim ruling 
party who are seen to 
be foisting vaccines on 
the population, gener-
ating unfounded fears 
that it’s a ploy to de-
populate Muslims in 
the country. 

“It’s not about a dis-
belief in the reality of 
covid,” says Leach, 
“It’s more about lack of 
trust in government.”

Leach believes many 
fears stem from a feel-
ing of exclusion from 
the debate and discus-
sion around vaccines, 
and the political sys-
tem delivering those 
vaccines.

“Vaccines are deliv-
ered by the state, and 
if people are margin-
alised from, excluded 
from, or don’t trust 
those state authorities, 
then they don’t trust 
that thing,” she says.

Research led by Kath-
erine Woolf, associate 
professor in medical 
education at Univer-
sity College, London, 
adds further evidence. 
In one UK study, she 
surveyed over 11,000 
health workers, find-
ing 23% with vaccine 
hesitancy.

“[The fears of] 
healthcare workers 
who were more hes-
itant about having a 
covid vaccine … were 
driven by a lack of trust 
in those making and 
rolling out vaccines,” 
says Woolf.  “There’s 
always a small mi-
nority of people you’re 
not going to reach, or 
whose minds you’re 
not going to change,” 
she says. 

Even the most per-
suasive education 
campaign will never 
convince everyone. 
Focusing on those 
who are persuadable 
is vital—as is trum-

peting the scale and 
speed of the vaccine 
programme to date, 
within and outside the 
health and social care 
sectors.

“My guess is that, 
as the vaccination 
programme carries 
on rolling out,” says 
Woolf, “people will 
see that their friends, 
their colleagues, and 
their loved ones have 
been vaccinated, and 
have been okay. Lev-
els of hesitancy prob-
ably will go down.” 
(Chris Stokel-Walker is 
a freelance journalist; 
stokel@gmail.com)
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Antigua celebrates 
first cruise tour return

Tourism hopes are high in Antigua and Barbu-
da as the country welcomes the return of cruis-
ing, signaling the rebound of the vibrant cruise 
tourism sector. 

The mood was celebratory as Windstar Cruis-
es’ Star Breeze coasted into Antigua’s St. John’s 
Harbour on July 15, greeted by a symbolic wa-
ter canon salute, the booming of tugboat horns, 
and lively steelpan performances by the re-
spected Hell’s Gate Steel Orchestra.

On hand to officially welcome Captain Ricar-
do Pinzon and over 200 passengers and crew 
onboard the luxury vessel, was Minister of 
Tourism, Honourable Charles Fernandez; Min-
ister of State in the Ministry of Tourism, Senator 
Mary-Claire Hurst; CEO of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority, Colin C. James; Gen-
eral Manager of the Antigua Cruise Port, Dona 
Regis-Prosper; Chief Health Inspector Sharon 
Martin; alongside other health and tourism 

stakeholders. “Today is truly an exciting day for 
Antigua and Barbuda’s cruise industry. It is one 
that we have been working hard towards with 
our health authorities and international cruise 
lines to ensure that we restart in a safe and sus-
tainable manner to the benefit of all stakehold-
ers,” said Tourism Minister Fernandez.  “It’s also 
one that has been looked forward to with an-
ticipation by the scores of businesses and hun-
dreds of our countrymen who depend on this 
industry for their livelihoods.” 

Antigua’s cruise ship sector was poised for ex-
ponential growth just prior to the pandemic. 
This is the first revenue cruise that the country 
has received in over a year. It comes at a time 
when Antigua and Barbuda has more than 
37,000 persons in its adult population vaccinat-
ed, and covid-19 cases are at an all-time low due 
to successful management of the health crisis. 

An aerial view of the Star Breeze berthed in St. John’s Harbour, marking
the return of cruise ship tourism to Antigua and Barbuda.

Cont’d on pg 6
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A third of Antigua and Barbu-
da’s labour force is employed 
in the tourism industry. In 
preparation for safe restart 
of the cruise sector, Antigua 
and Barbuda tourism officials 
invested in training tourism 
workers, certified approxi-
mately 400 tourism business-
es in covid-19 protocols, and 
improved port infrastructure – 
including completion of a fifth 
berth. Tourism officials have 
also held months of discus-
sions with Antigua Cruise Port 
management and the Minis-
try of Health to design robust 
health and safety protocols.

Dona Regis-Prosper, Gener-
al Manager of Antigua Cruise 

Port said, “Nothing could have 
given me greater joy today 
than the sight of the Star Breeze 
pulling into the port! We are 
absolutely thrilled to welcome 
this fabulous yacht-style cruise 
ship and its passengers and 
crew to Antigua & Barbuda. In 
recent weeks, we have been 
in many discussions with the 
Windstar Cruises team and the 
government to determine how 
to make this trip, and voyages 
to come, as safe and success-
ful as possible for everyone in-
volved.”

Regis-Prosper noted that, 
“Given the fact that the threat 
of COVID-19 is still very real, 
the cruise line has advised that, 

as a cautionary measure, only 
passengers taking organized 
tours will be allowed to disem-
bark in the first instance. How-
ever, we continue to work with 
the cruise line and local health 
authorities as these protocols 
evolve. We are grateful for the 
confidence that the Windstar 
Cruises team has demonstrat-
ed in our port and our desti-
nation by choosing Antigua & 
Barbuda as one of the exclusive 
destinations for this sailing.”

All crew and passengers on 
Windstar Cruises’ Star Breeze 
are fully vaccinated. Over 60 
passengers disembarked the 
vessel to enjoy organized land-
side tours. 
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Antigua and Barbuda releases 
new adverts for ‘Your Space in 

the Sun’  tourism campaign

The Antigua and Barbuda 
Tourism Authority (ABTA) 
has intensified marketing ef-
forts with the rollout of the 
next phase of Antigua and 
Barbuda’s ‘Your Space in the 
Sun’ campaign. 

From July through to Sep-
tember, consumers in the 
United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom will see Anti-
gua and Barbuda advertising 
in-stadia, on radio – tradi-
tional, digital and streaming, 
in print – with advertising in 
major publications, through 
online programmatic and 
retargeting adverts, and via 
strategic influencer social 
media campaigns.  
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Building on the concept of the 
‘Your Space In the Sun’ campaign 
launched in July 2020, new cre-
atives have been designed to en-
tice persons to book Antigua and 
Barbuda.   The 2021 ‘Your Space In 
The Sun’ 30- and 60-second cam-
paign videos feature stunning im-
agery and invitations to visitors to 
lose track of time, broaden their 
horizons and enjoy all the space 
they need in the destination. This 

latest advertising push by the An-
tigua and Barbuda Tourism Au-
thority, comes immediately fol-
lowing the relaxing of Covid-19 
travel restrictions in the United 
States and United Kingdom that 
have opened up travel to Anti-
gua and Barbuda.  “We have seen 
a rapid increase in demand for 
Antigua and Barbuda from these 
regions and expect to have a busy 
summer season. Our focus now is 

to build on this momentum with 
enhanced marketing activity that 
will take us through to the Fall,” 
said CEO of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority, Colin C. 
James.  

As more tourism markets for 
Antigua and Barbuda re-open 
with flights available to the des-
tination, ‘Your Space in the Sun’ 
advertising will roll out in these 
locations.
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Norwegian Cruise Line Will Abandon 
Florida if State’s COVID Vaccine 

Law Not Reversed

Norwegian Cruise Line said in a 
lawsuit that it may end up “aban-
doning Florida” if the state refuses 
to reverse its COVID-19 vaccine 
law that prevents cruise compa-
nies from requiring passengers to 
show proof of vaccination in order 
to board. 

The company, officially known as 
Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings 
or NCLH, says it plans to restart 
cruises from Florida ports on Aug. 
15, but would not be able to sail 
from Florida unless a judge revers-
es the law. Norwegian requires all 
passengers to be vaccinated. “The 
result would be a devastating, un-
recoverable loss for everyone—not 
only for NCLH’s business but also 
for tens of thousands of passen-
gers, employees, and stakeholders 
who all benefit from NCLH resum-
ing safe operations as planned,” 
the lawsuit says.

If the law is not overturned, Nor-
wegian said that it may have to 
abandon boarding from Florida in 

an effort to maintain the safety of 
passengers and employees from 
the COVID-19 virus.

“The only way NCLH could 
maintain its protocols and oper-
ations as currently planned is by 
abandoning Florida altogether,” 
the lawsuit reads.

The lawsuit, filed Tuesday in Mi-
ami federal court, contends that 
the law jeopardizes safe operation 
of cruise ships by increasing risk of 
contracting the virus.

Norwegian wants a judge to lift 
the ban by Aug. 6. The law imposes 
a fine of $5,000 each time a cruise 
line mandates that a passenger 
provide vaccination proof. Norwe-
gian claims it violates federal law 
and several constitutional rights.

The lawsuit names as a defen-
dant Florida’s surgeon general, Dr. 
Scott Rivkees, who is head of the 
state Health Department. Rivkees 
is an appointee of Republican 
Gov. Ron DeSantis, whose spokes-
woman said the cruise line’s policy 

discriminates against children un-
der 12 and others who are not vac-
cinated.

DeSantis press secretary Chris-
tina Pushaw noted in an email 
that Florida recently won a lawsuit 
challenging several cruise industry 
regulations imposed by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention over the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Florida already fought and won 
its case so that Norwegian and all 
other cruise lines can invite and 
serve all Americans on its vessels,” 
Pushaw said. “But apparently Nor-
wegian prefers the shackles of 
the CDC to the freedom offered by 
Florida.”

The CDC is appealing that earlier 
decision by a Tampa federal judge.

Other cruise lines, including Car-
nival and Royal Caribbean, have 
already begun voyages from Flori-
da with a variety of policies regard-
ing COVID-19 vaccination.

A docked Norwegian Gem cruise ship is seen at the Port of Miami in Miami Beach, Florida on April 14, 2021. 
Norwegian Cruise Line has said it may have to abandon Florida altogether if the new law that bans cruise 
lines from requiring proof of vaccination for all passengers is not overturned.
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WHO recommends not requiring 
proof of vaccination for travel

OREANDA NEWS – The 
Emergency Committee of the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) has recommended that 
countries not require proof of 
vaccination for international 
travel, and also consider mea-
sures to facilitate travel, for ex-
ample, by lifting quarantines 
and testing.

“Do not require proof of 
COVID-19 vaccination for in-
ternational travel as the only 
route or condition to allow in-
ternational travel, given the 
limited global access and un-
fair distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines,” said the WHO coun-
try guidelines issued following 

the Committee meeting from 
July 14, 2021.

The organization’s commit-
tee also recommended that 
States consider a risk-based 
approach to facilitate interna-
tional travel by removing mea-
sures such as testing or quar-
antine requirements, where 
appropriate.

Earlier, the Director General 
of the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said that, given 
the increase in the number of 
new infections with coronavi-
rus in the world, we can say that 
the planet is at the beginning of 
the third wave of COVID-19 in-

cidence. According to him, the 
situation is aggravated by the 
active spread of the COVID-19 
delta strain, which is “fueled 
by the increased movement of 
people”.

Gebreyesus noted that some 
time ago, as a result of vacci-
nations in Europe and North 
America, there was a decrease 
in infections and deaths from 
coronavirus, but now the situa-
tion has changed for the worse 
again.

WHO intends, as of July 15, 
to offer updated guidelines to 
counter the spread of corona-
virus infection.
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SinoPharm Vaccine Rollout
The Ministry of Health, 

Wellness and the Environ-
ment has announced the 
rollout of the SinoPharm 
COVID-19 vaccine. In a 
press release on Thursday, 
the Ministry said the first 
dose of the vaccine will be 
administered on Thursday 
15th July 2021 to Chinese 
Nationals residing in Anti-
gua and Barbuda. 

Public Vaccination using 
the SinoPharm vaccine 

will commence on Mon-
day 19th July 2021 exclu-
sively at the Multipurpose 
Cultural and Exhibition 
Center from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. The Ministry of 
Health, Wellness and the 
Environment has thanked 
the Government and cit-
izens of the People’s Re-
public of China for their 
generous donation of 
20,000 doses of the Sin-
oPharm vaccine which 

is approved by the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO). The AstraZene-
ca COVID-19 vaccine will 
continue to be adminis-
tered to walk-ins for pub-
lic vaccination at the Villa 
Polyclinic, Mondays to Fri-
days from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. The general public is 
reminded that the Astra-
Zeneca COVID-19 vacci-
nation will also be offered 
on an appointment basis 

at two health centers that 
are open. To receive an 
appointment date for the 
COVID-19 vaccine, call 
the All Saints Health Cen-
tre (268) 460-1003, and the 
Browne’s Avenue Health 
Center (268) 562-3076. 

Identification cards must 
be presented at vaccina-
tion centers, as well as vac-
cination cards for persons 
seeking their second dose 
of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Ministry denies claims of 
nurses being severed

The Ministry of 
Health, Wellness and 
the Environment says 
it has become aware 
of claims that nurs-
es were severed from 
the surveillance unit 
at the V.C. Bird Inter-
national Airport and 
the reason for the 
severance is because 
the Ministry does not 
want to pay them. 

The Ministry, in a 
statement issued on 
Thursday, said it cate-
gorically refutes these 
false allegations and 
intends to address 
them in a press con-
ference which will be 

held early next week. 
It added that the 

senior management 
of the Ministry con-
tinues to assign and 
redeploy staff when 
necessary, in response 
to the pandemic, in 
order to provide the 
public with the high-
est level of profession-
alism and customer 
service.

“We look forward to 
addressing these alle-
gations in the spirit of 
transparency and ac-
countability,” Thurs-
day’s statement con-
cluded.
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PM Browne convenes meeting 
of CARICOM Heads’ Bureau

PM Gaston Browne on Wednes-
day afternoon convened a meeting 
of the Bureau of the Conference of 
CARICOM Heads of Government 
for a two-hour meeting with a sin-
gle item on the agenda: Haiti.

 The Bureau consists of the CAR-
ICOM chairman, the incoming and 
immediate past chairs, as well as 
the CARICOM Secretary-General, 
and serves as an executive com-
mittee of the larger grouping. The 
Bureau is also seen as a quick-con-
sult mechanism to facilitate speedy 
decision-making and to stay on top 
of events. It allows for the Bureau 
to move ahead with decisive action 
while canvassing the views of their 
colleagues to achieve consensus.

 At present, the CARICOM Bureau 
comprises PM Gaston Browne as 
incumbent chair; PM Keith Rowley 
of Trinidad and Tobago as immedi-
ate past chair; PM John Briceno of 
Belize as incoming chair; and Am-
bassador Irwin LaRocque, Secre-
tary-General.  The Bureau is also an 

open-ended institution, so that any 
Head of Government who wishes 
to join may do so. PM Gonsalves of 
Saint  Vincent and the Grenadines 
also chose to join the meeting.

 The full membership of the CAR-
ICOM Heads of Government Con-
ference met for their traditional July 
Summit over 5-6 July, only hours 
before President Jovenel Moise of 
Haiti was assassinated in a stun-
ning geo-political development. 

Since then, the question of Haiti 
has dominated CARICOM’s agen-
da, as CARICOM engages in dip-
lomatic outreach to major inter-
national powers, as well as to the 
different political forces in Haiti.

  The meeting was briefed by 
Haiti’s interim Prime Minister, Dr. 
Claude Joseph, on the current sit-
uation on the ground in Haiti. He 
briefed the meeting on the politi-
cal and security dimensions of the 
challenges now faced by Haiti.

 St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
currently a non-permanent mem-

ber of the UN Security Council, was 
able to brief the meeting on the de-
liberations in that body, which held 
a special meeting on Haiti on 8th 
July.

 Heads examined the conditions 
necessary for free and fair elections 
in Haiti, as well as a possible time-
table for preparing the conditions 
that would ensure the election’s 
success. Heads were of the view 
that successful elections are a criti-
cal factor in attempting to achieve a 
resolution of the political impasse, 
and that CARICOM needed to po-
sition itself to support an emerging 
Haitian political consensus on the 
way forward.

 Towards the end of the meeting, 
the Heads turned their attention to 
the situation in Cuba and agreed on 
a two-track approach to what they 
saw as a potentially dangerous es-
calation of events with serious im-
plications.

Chairman of CARICOM and Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, 
Hon. Gaston Browne.
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School uniform programme 
releases collection schedule

The School Uniform Grant Pro-
gramme (SUGP) has released a col-
lection schedule for parents who 
have applied for uniforms for their 
children. 

Head of the programme Tenesha 
McKenzie-James is reporting that 
there has been an overwhelming re-
sponse to the programme with most 
of the six thousand vouchers printed 
this year already collected by par-
ents. This has happened in less than 
two weeks since the programme was 
launched in July 5.

However, she noted that more 
than 1,000 vouchers remain uncol-
lected by those parents who applied 
for uniforms under the programme. 
Now, the SUGP has established a 
schedule to facilitate the orderly col-
lection of vouchers.

One difficulty McKenzie James ex-
plained that agents are experiencing 
is some parents are separating their 
children, instead of including all of 
their names on a single application 
form. 

“Do not submit separate vouch-
ers if you have more than one eligi-
ble child. All the names should be 
placed in a single application form. 
The submission of separate vouch-
ers is creating a problem for us at the 
SUGP,” she explained. 

The SUGP, now in its 16th year, is 
one of several social programmes 
maintained by the Government of 
Antigua and Barbuda. Students re-
ceive one pair of regular uniforms 
through vouchers that are redeemed 
at select vendors in time for the com-
mencement of the new school year.

Distribution of vouchers contin-
ues at the Multi-Purpose Cultural 
Centre, Mondays through Fridays 
until 27th August. Organizers have 
adopted an alphabetical process 
that will see voucher distribution 
taking place using the first letter in 
the surnames of parents and guard-
ians who are on the programme.

The days and letters are:

Mondays – Surnames A-F

Tuesdays – Surnames G-K

Wednesdays – Surnames L-P

Thursdays – Surnames Q-T

Fridays – Surnames U-Z



FRIDAY 16 JULY 2021PAGE 14 FEATURE

Things to know about 
Hepatitis – Part I

Hepatitis-A is an ex-
tremely contagious liver 
infection caused by the 
Hepatitis-A Virus. This 
virus is among one of 
the five hepatitis viruses 
that cause inflammation 
and affect the function of 
one’s liver.

Hepatitis-A is a com-
mon cause of food-borne 
infection and is closely 
linked with unsafe food, 
poor hygiene and sani-
tation. However,   it does 
not cause any chronic 
liver disease and is not 
usually fatal. Based on 
the information provid-
ed by health experts, this 
virus occurs mainly in 
poor countries that are 
densely populated and 
with poor sanitation. The 
most common instanc-
es of disease are found 
in countries in Asia,  Af-
rica, and South America, 
which have had sporadic 
outbreaks. 

  In 1988, there was an 
outbreak of Hepatitis-A 
in Shanghai, China, when 
over 30,000 cases were 
reported, 47 of which 
were fatal. Other out-
breaks took place in Tai-
wan, Seine-Maritime in 
France, and Tokyo, Japan, 
September 2017, Decem-
ber 2016, and  December 
2017, 2018-2020,  respec-
tively.  

Outbreaks of hepati-
tis have also taken place 
in the United States of 
America. In 2016 there 
was an outbreak linked 
to frozen strawberries. 
Then, in  2019  anoth-
er was linked to fresh 

black berries. Hawaii, 
too, had an outbreak in 
2016.      The virus can be 
contracted through con-
taminated food, water, 
or by close contact with 
an object or an infected 
person. A mild form of 
the virus does not require 
treatment as most per-
sons recover complete-
ly without serious liver 
damage. 

Good hygiene practic-
es such as regular hand-
washing are a prereq-
uisite in preventing the 
Hepatitis-A virus. For at-
risk populations, there 
are vaccines available to 
aid in disease preven-
tion and protection.The 
signs and symptoms of 

Hepatitis-A take around 
2-4 weeks to manifest, al-
though not everyone will 
develop them. Symptoms 
include fatigue, sudden 
nausea, vomiting, ab-
dominal pains, or dis-
comfort mainly on the 
upper right side beneath 
the rib (by the liver).

Additional symptoms 
include clay-coloured 
bowel movements, loss of 
appetite, and low-grade 
fever. Some persons ac-
quire mild symptoms that 
disappear in a short time, 
while others become se-
verely ill with symptoms 
that may persist for sev-
eral months.  According 
to health experts, receiv-
ing the Hepatitis vaccine 

within two weeks after 
being exposed to the vi-
rus can prevent infec-
tion. The virus cannot be 
spread through coughing 
or sneezing, but by in-
gesting food handled by 
someone with the virus 
who failed to wash their 
hands thoroughly after 
using the toilet. 

Other ways a person 
can be infected include 
drinking contaminat-
ed water and eating raw 
shellfish from water pol-
luted with sewage. Hav-
ing sexual intercourse 
with someone infected 
with the virus can also 
put one at risk for con-
tracting the virus.
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CUBA COULD HELP US 
NORMALIZE RELATIONS 

(The writer is Antigua 
and Barbuda’s Ambassa-
dor to the United States 
and the Organization 
of American States.     He 
is also a Senior Fellow 
at the Institute of Com-
monwealth Studies at 
the University of London 
and Massey College in 
the University of Toron-
to.    The views expressed 
are entirely his own)

All may not be lost in 
the efforts to improve 
relations between the 
government of Cuba 
and the Biden Admin-
istration in the US, de-
spite the rhetoric – most 

of it emanating from 
the Cuban government 
in the wake of protests 
by thousands across 
the island. 
The protests were oc-

casioned by grievances 
over high prices, food 
shortages and power 
outages – due in part 
to the US trade embar-
go, whose impact has 
been worsened by the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic that crippled Cu-
ba’s tourism industry, 
its biggest foreign ex-
change earner. 
Unlike the former 

Trump administration, 
President Biden has 

not taken a hard line 
on Cuba.  If anything, 
his administration has 
been seeking ways to 
revitalize the eased rela-
tionship that the Barack 
Obama administration 
promoted in 2015 and 
2016. 
Finding those ways 

has not been easy due 
to internal politics in 
the US and to insuffi-
cient movement by the 
Cuban government to 
manage dissent peace-
fully, rather than clamp 
down on it by military 
force. The Cuban gov-
ernment’s harsh re-
sponse to protestors 
on 11 and 12 July, fed 
the desire by influen-
tial members from 
both parties in the US 
Congress to continue 
Donald Trump’s tough 
measures against Cuba 
– including its designa-
tion as a sponsor of ter-
rorism – that triggered 
additional financial 
and other sanctions.     
The Biden administra-

tion has been navigat-
ing a thin line between 
wanting to improve re-
lations with Cuba, and 
not dismissing political 

and human rights con-
cerns.  
The most notable ad-

vocate of maintaining 
the Trump administra-
tion’s hardline policy 
on Cuba is the Republi-
can Senator from Flor-
ida, Marco Rubio, who 
wrote to Biden on July 
12, saying: “The current 
protests in Cuba are not 
just about current eco-
nomic shortages. They 
are about the long-
standing and deliber-
ate actions taken by the 
dictatorship to stymy 
the economic prosperi-
ty and political freedom 
of the Cuban people.” 
The Biden adminis-

tration could be better 
helped by the Cuban 
government to resist 
Rubio and others, and 
to return to the easing 
of strained relations 
between the US and 
Cuba – which Mr. Biden 
was part of, as then 
vice-president in the 
Obama administration.  
It has always been 

well-known, includ-
ing by the Cubans, that 
Biden is deeply com-
mitted to political and 
human rights, includ-

By Sir Ronald Sanders
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ing the right to protest 
and dissent.  Had the 
Cuban government re-
sponded in a spirit of 
tolerance and willing-
ness to listen to the pro-
testing voices of 11 and 
12 July, it would have 
aided Biden in being 
stronger in his efforts to 
combat hardliners such 
as Rubio. 
The US government 

regards freedom of ex-
pression of artists and 
freedom of speech by 
media to be fundamen-
tal rights everywhere, 
including in Cuba. US 
support for these free-
doms are not efforts to 
subvert Cuba. 
Most Caribbean gov-

ernments also uphold 
these rights in their own 
countries. In the almost 
60 years of experience of 
the 13 English-speaking 
Caribbean countries as 
sovereign states, gov-
ernments have learned 
to manage dissent and 
protests and to encour-
age media freedom as 
part of their democra-
cies. Had they not done 
so, the economic prog-
ress of these countries, 
with considerable for-
eign investment, would 
not have been accom-
plished. 

The experience in 
Cuba has been differ-
ent. Over the last 61 
years – trapped by a 
trade embargo which 
causes economic 
hardship and depriva-
tion, and threatened 
by repeated attempts 
to overthrow the gov-
ernment – the Cuban 
authorities have em-
ployed harsh measures 
to stop dissent and pro-
tests. They have not had 
the room to nurture a 
culture of tolerance and 
persuasion.  
Ending the trade em-

bargo against Cuba has 
always been the right 
thing to do. As Barack 
Obama famously said 
in December 2014, “An 
outdated approach has 
failed for over 50 years to 
advance our interests.” 
In announcing efforts 
to normalize relations 
between the two coun-
tries, he stated: “Today, 
America chooses to cut 
loose the shackles of the 
past so as to reach for a 
better future – for the 
Cuban people, for the 
American people, for 
our entire hemisphere, 
and for the world”. 
Those shackles were 
quickly fastened again 
by Trump.   Yet, a Cuba 

that is released from the 
chains of the trade em-
bargo and the threats to 
its security, could quick-
ly become an economic 
powerhouse; attracting 
foreign investment, un-
leashing the creativity 
and entrepreneurship 
of its people that come 
from greater freedoms. 
There is clearly a need 

for the US and Cuban 
administrations to re-
turn to sensible ne-
gotiations about their 
future that started un-
der the Obama-Biden 
administration.   The 
Cuban government 
can help that process 
by changing from a 
culture of repression 
to one of tolerance and 
constructive manage-
ment of dissent. Such 
a change would help 
empower Biden to con-
tinue what he helped to 
start with Obama. 
Eyes are already on 

the US midterm Senate 
elections to be held in 
November 2022.  Marco 
Rubio won his Senate 
seat in 2016 by less than 
10 percent of the vote. 
He relies heavily on the 
Cuban-exile vote to re-
turn to the Senate. Both 
he and the Republican 
Party will be heighten-

ing the anti-Cuba rhet-
oric to maintain that 
seat in a Senate now 
equally divided be-
tween the Republicans 
and Democrats.   
Cuba should be mind-

ful of that reality and 
ease up on the rhetoric 
that blames America for 
all Cuban discontent. 
The Cuban President, 
Miguel Díaz-Canel, 
may have started that 
process. On July 14, in 
a televised address, he 
offered some self-criti-
cism for the first time by 
saying that the govern-
ment’s shortcomings in 
handling shortages and 
other problems played 
a role in the recent pro-
tests. 
That’s an important 

step. It should be fol-
lowed by a more open 
dialogue with those 
who have ideas about 
how the country should 
be governed. Thus, 
Biden would be em-
boldened to normalise 
relations, including 
ending the repressive 
trade embargo. 
Responses and pre-

vious commentaries: 
www.sirronaldsand-
ers.com 
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Professor Don Marshall, Director of the Sir Arthur Lewis Institute for Social 
and Economic Studies (SALISES) at the University of the West Indies (UWI), 
Cave Hill Campus.

Barbados: Professor suggests 
more lockdowns coming

Barbados Today - Barba-
dians are being cautioned 
to brace for more periodic 
lockdowns and COVID-19 
restrictions.

The warning has come 
from Professor Don Mar-
shall, Director of the Sir Ar-
thur Lewis Institute for So-
cial and Economic Studies 
(SALISES) at the University 
of the West Indies (UWI), 
Cave Hill Campus, who said 
it would be difficult for the 
Government to find every-
one who has been exposed 
to the virus.

He added that while local 
authorities are doing their 
best to manage the spread of 
COVID-19, they simply can-
not control natural human 
social behaviour.

“The best case scenario [is 
that] we should be bracing 
for two-week lockdowns that 
are followed by openings 
again. Through that prac-
tice, people can begin to act 
a little bit more responsibly. 

But human beings are social 
beings and we could only act 
responsibly up to a particu-
lar point,” the social scientist 
said in an interview with Bar-
bados TODAY.

“The urge to scratch your 
nose if it itches is some-
thing that is natural. You 
will remove your mask to 
do so and your hand might 
have, prior to that, been on 
a bannister where someone 
who unknowingly has the 
virus touched.” The newly 
promoted Professor of In-
ternational Political, Eco-
nomics and Development 
Studies said while there is 
merit in pushing for be-
havioural change and urging 
people to exercise the great-
est caution, that would not 
go far enough to prevent the 
ongoing periodic lockdowns.

“Understand that, beyond 
that message, we will have 
these cases…we will have 
some spikes. We will have 
to embrace a new norm of 

what I think will be best prac-
tice, which is sharp lockdown 
periods that don’t extend be-
yond two weeks followed by 
cautious reopenings and so 
on. That is the way it is going 
to be,” contended the uni-
versity scholar. He noted that 
neither Barbados nor other 
world governments would 
be shutting down their ports 
of entry.

“We are truly a world econ-
omy and even if we don’t 
travel, the DHL packages are 
coming. There must be some 
business and investment 
travel…our leaders must 
interact and exchange with 
others around the world. In 
the best of circumstances, if 
you do go into physical spac-
es…you could still wind up 
with the virus,” the SALISES 
director said.

Professor Marshall is of 
the view that the solution to 
preventing future spikes of 
the virus may be found in an 
early warning software app 

that goes beyond tempera-
ture taking and tests.

“What is really costly to the 
public purse is the reliance 
on testing purely by taking 
samples from human beings, 
as opposed to some kind of 
early detection systems that 
can be applied to one’s mo-
bile phone app or can be ap-
plied in public places where 
the presence of peculiar vi-
ruses in the body may show 
up in a colour-coded way – 
an orange alert, a yellow alert 
to a red alert,” he suggested. 
Professor Marshall contend-
ed that such alerts would 
also allow individuals to take 
control of their own health. 
However, the UWI scholar 
told Barbados TODAY that 
the Government has control 
over bargaining for more 
public policy autonomy in a 
COVID-19 environment to 
match the appeals for fiscal 
space with international fi-
nancial institutions.

“International financial in-
stitutions pre-COVID would 
have suggested to Barbados, 
through the BERT [Barba-
dos Economic Recovery and 
Transformation] plan, for ex-
ample, that they had to pro-
duce a surplus of six percent 
and also they had to curtail 
social expenditure and avoid 
things like providing sub-
sidies to businesses and so 
on,” he said.

“All that combined to re-
duce the scope of the state 
being able to have both the 
fiscal space and the public 
policy space to positively 
transform their economies,” 
Professor Marshall added.
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Crew members from missing 
Rainforest vessel found alive

Jamaica Observer - Crew 
members from the missing 
Rainforest Seafoods’ Falling 
Star lobster fishing vessel have 
been found alive after more 
than a week lost at sea.

Observer Online under-
stands that the crew members 
were found Thursday.

It is unclear how many of 
the 15 Honduran members 
who were onboard the ves-
sel when it disappeared have 
been found.

The lobster fishing vessel 
was reportedly returning from 

dry-docking/routine mainte-
nance overseas when it ceased 
sending tracking signals on 
the afternoon of July 6.

The last location of the ves-
sel up to the point of its disap-
pearance was 30 miles west of 
the Pedro Banks.

The Jamaica Coast Guard 
collaborated with counter-
parts from the United States, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Colom-
bia, Cuba and the Cayman 
Islands in the search for the 
vessel.

REGIONAL NEWS
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BVI: “Gov’t was over-
ambitious in stimulus 

distribution” — FS

BVI News - Financial 
Secretary Jeremiah Frett 
has characterised as 
madness, the situation 
within the government 
when it sought to distrib-
ute COVID-19 stimulus 
packages during a terri-
tory-wide lockdown last 
year. Speaking at a hear-
ing before the Commis-
sion of Inquiry (COI) on 
Tuesday, Frett said it may 
have been an error for 
Government to initially 
request as many criteria 
as it did in order for per-

sons to qualify for stimu-
lus assistance grants.

Initially, the government 
had a range of eligibili-
ty criteria for applicants 
seeking business stimulus 
grants. However, govern-
ment later adjusted this to 
only requesting that ap-
plicants confirm they had 
a valid trade license and 
fewer than 20 employees. 
The grants were distribut-
ed through the Premier’s 
Office and faced much 
criticism by auditors and 
the wider public for their 

perceived lack of trans-
parency.

Recent evidence from 
the government’s internal 
auditor, Dorea Corea, de-
tailed that, even in its re-
duced state, the stimulus 
distribution system failed, 
having encountered nu-
merous breaches because 
of poor oversight.

But according to Frett, 
officials in the BVI faced a 
steep learning curve and 
were learning as they pro-
gressed. “When we do our 
post-mortem on these 

different programmes — 
and looking at the differ-
ent auditor reports — I 
do believe that we as a 
territory were in unchar-
tered waters,” Frett ex-
plained. “We never had 
to provide a stimulus 
package like this [before] 
and we were learning as 
we go in many instanc-
es,” he added.

Frett told the commis-
sion that the govern-
ment’s technical per-
sonnel tried their best 
to come up with feasible 
programmes within a 
policy document that fit 
within the government’s 
current structure and 
laws as far as they were 
aware.

He suggested that the 
government’s approach 
to the issue may have 
been overly ambitious 
and suggested that it 
should have been guid-
ed by legislative action, 
as was done in the Unit-
ed States.
“We were trying to in-

troduce stimulus – imme-
diate stimulus packages 
as if using our current 
legislation and our cur-
rent structures to do so. 
In hindsight, maybe that 
was an error,” Frett said.

He suggested that while 
persons were able to get 
as much as $1,200 in the 
US through their stimu-
lus programme, the crite-
ria for giving those funds 
were not as stringent as 
those used in the BVI.

REGIONAL NEWS

Financial Secretary Jeremiah Frett
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Human Services Director, Beverly-Ann Poyotte.

Human Services 
working with girl found 

shackled in St. Lucia

Loop News - A girl who 
was found in Monchy on 
July 9 with shackles on her 
hands and feet is receiv-
ing the necessary care and 
support to help her cope 
with the emotional and 
physiological trauma she 
suffered at the hands of 
her father.

“We are working along-
side the police in this 
matter,” Human Services 
Director Beverly-Ann Poy-
otte told Loop News on 
Thursday.

Following the horrific 
ordeal, the girl has been 
placed in the protective 

care of a family member.
“What we are in the pro-

cess of doing is helping 
her come out of the ordeal 
she went through, so we 
are providing the social 
support and intervention 
she requires to assist her 
in that regard.”

Hector Deterville, a 
48-year-old male of Mon-
chy, has been charged 
with false imprisonment 
and is remanded in police 
custody.

Officers from Gros islet 
responded to a report of a 
young female being seen 
along a road at Monchy 

with shackles on her feet.
Deterville has been re-

manded until tomorrow 
when a decision will be 
made as to his bail condi-
tions or a psychiatric eval-
uation pursuant to section 
593(1)(d).

Poyotte says she is more 
disappointed than sur-
prised that this type of act 
can occur in Saint Lucia.

“It just brings to mind 
what our thought process 
as parents, as individuals, 
if something is not going 
right, what is our first reac-
tion? How do we deal with 
it? So for it to get to that 

point where the child was 
found in the manner that 
she was found, I think it is 
sad and I think we need to 
start looking at things like 
conflict resolution, coping 
skills, how do we deal with 
issues, how do we solve 
problems, and it goes to 
show just how much work 
we have ahead of us,” Poy-
otte said.

The Division of Human 
Services, she noted, is cur-
rently part of a parenting 
program underway at the 
Castries Town Hall which 
caters to parents who 
need that type of help.

REGIONAL NEWS
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(CNN) - President Joe 
Biden said on Thurs-
day that Cuba is a “failed 
state” and called commu-
nism a “failed system” as 
protests play out against 
the Caribbean nation’s 
repressive regime.

During a news confer-
ence with German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel, 
Biden said the US is look-
ing into ways to possibly 
reinstate access to the 
internet in Cuba, but in-
dicated that the US is not 
considering reestablish-
ing US to Cuba remittanc-
es over concerns that the 
regime would confiscate 
the funds. “Cuba is, un-
fortunately, a failed state 

and repressing their citi-
zens. There are a number 
of things that we would 
consider doing to help 
the people of Cuba, but it 
would require a different 
circumstance or a guar-
antee that they would 
not be taken advantage 
of by the government. 
For example, the ability 
to send remittances back 
to Cuba. We would not 
do that now because, the 
fact is, it’s highly likely the 
regime would confiscate 
those remittances or big 
chunks of it,” Biden said.

When asked about his 
views on communism, 
the President added: 
“Communism is a failed 

system – a universally 
failed system. And I don’t 
see socialism as a very 
useful substitute. But 
that’s another story.”

Thousands took to the 
streets across the island 
nation last weekend to 
protest chronic shortag-
es of basic goods, curbs 
on civil liberties, and the 
government’s handling of 
a worsening coronavirus 
outbreak, marking the 
most significant unrest in 
decades.

Biden said he was 
ready to send COVID-19 
vaccines to Cuba, but 
the nation has not joined 
the international vaccine 
coalition, COVAX, with 

whom the US is working 
closely.

“I’d be prepared to give 
significant amounts of 
vaccine if in fact I was as-
sured an international or-
ganization would admin-
ister those vaccines and 
would do it in a way that 
average citizens would 
have access to those vac-
cines,” he continued.

The President volun-
teered information about 
reinstating internet ac-
cess in Cuba, telling re-
porters, “We’re consider-
ing whether we have the 
technological ability to 
reinstate that access.”

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L DINTERNATIONAL NEWS

Biden says Cuba is a ‘failed state’ 
and calls communism ‘a universally 

failed system’
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(Reuters) – Charges 
could be brought in the 
United States related to 
the killing of Haitian Pres-
ident Jovenel Moise, a US 
senior administration of-
ficial said on Thursday.

Moise was fatally shot 
on July 7 at his Port-au-
Prince home by what 
Haitian authorities de-
scribe as a unit of assas-
sins, including 26 Colom-
bians and two Haitian 
Americans.

“If charges can be 

brought in the Unit-
ed States, they will be 
brought,” the adminis-
tration official said.

The assassination has 
pitched the already trou-
bled Caribbean nation 
into chaos, coming amid 
a surge in gang violence 
that has displaced thou-
sands, and hampered 
economic activity in the 
poorest country in the 
Americas. US officials 
traveled to Haiti on Sun-
day to assess the situa-

tion and met three politi-
cians who have all staked 
competing claims to take 
charge. The administra-
tion official said the Unit-
ed States was not endors-
ing any political figure in 
Haiti.

“We have to tread care-
fully in Haiti, because 
what the US does carries 
a lot of impact. And so we 
have been very careful to 
... make sure that we are 
supporting Haitian solu-
tions to Haitian challeng-

es,” the official said.
President Joe Biden’s 

administration is focused 
on specific requests for 
assistance from Haitian 
authorities, the official 
added, saying the govern-
ment had not requested a 
specific troop number.

Acting Prime Minis-
ter Claude Joseph has 
asked for troops from 
both the United States 
and the United Nations, 
which are reviewing the 
requests.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L DINTERNATIONAL NEWS

Charges could be brought in US 
over Haitian assassination

A woman walks past graffiti that reads “Team Jovenel” near the house where President Jovenel Moise 
was assassinated, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti July 11, 2021.
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Hariri announces he abandoned cabinet formation after meeting with Presi-
dent Michel Aoun at the presidential palace on Thursday.

Lebanon: PM-designate Saad 
Hariri resigns as crisis escalates

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L DINTERNATIONAL NEWS

Aljazeera - Lebanon 
Prime Minister-designate 
Saad Hariri stepped down 
on Thursday after failing 
to form a government 
for over the past eight 
months.

Hariri resigned follow-
ing a brief meeting with 
President Michel Aoun at 
Baabda Palace.

“I withdrew from form-
ing the government,” he 
told reporters. “Aoun de-
manded some amend-
ments, which he consid-
ered essential, and said 
we will not be able to 
reach an understanding 
with each other… And 
may God save this coun-
try.”

Aoun accused Hariri of 
already deciding to step 
down prior to their meet-
ing.

“Hariri rejected any 
amendments related to 
changes in ministries, 
their sectarian distribu-
tion, and the names as-
sociated with them,” the 
president’s office said in a 
statement.In an interview 
with Lebanon’s Al Jadeed 
TV, Hariri said he selected 
his candidates based on 
their expertise and their 
ability to reform the econ-
omy, but Aoun did not.

“I resigned in 2019 be-
cause I wanted a govern-
ment of experts, and if 
we formed Michel Aoun’s 
government then the 
country won’t be saved,” 
he said.“The main prob-
lem of this country is Mi-
chel Aoun, who is allied 

with Hezbollah, who in 
turn protects him. This is 
the equation in the coun-
try and if someone can’t 
see it then they’re blind.”

Hariri’s office declined 
to comment to Al Jazeera.

Later Thursday, sup-
porters of Hariri and his 
Future Movement party 
took to the streets, block-
ing roads with burning 
tyres and rubbish bins in 
several areas around Bei-
rut. Several dozen pro-
testers at Beirut’s Sports 
City scuffled with Leba-
nese soldiers in riot gear 
who fired rubber-coated 
steel bullets.

Major highways south 
of the capital were also 

targeted by demonstra-
tors. Roads in the north-
ern city of Tripoli and in 
the southern city of Sour 
were also blocked.

Following Hariri’s 
step down, the Lebanese 
pound hit a new all-time 
low, exceeding 21,000 to 
the US dollar.

The lira has now lost 
90 percent of its value, 
effectively evaporating 
the savings of hundreds 
of thousands of families. 
At least half of the pop-
ulation has slipped into 
poverty, while food infla-
tion is at more than 400 
percent.

Political deadlock has 
persisted since Hariri’s 

reappointment last Oc-
tober, despite diplomat-
ic pressure from France, 
Saudi Arabia, and the 
United States. The Euro-
pean Union has threat-
ened to implement 
sanctions on Lebanese 
officials preventing a new 
government to take pow-
er.

“Lebanon is witness-
ing its self-destruction 
and the political class is to 
blame. Lebanon’s rulers 
appear unable to find a 
solution to the crisis they 
created,” French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Yves Le Dri-
an was quoted as saying.



FRIDAY 16 JULY 2021 PAGE 25

Members of the Uyghur minority group have been 
detained at camps in Xinjiang.

US Senate passes 
bill to ban Xinjiang 

imports

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

BBC - The US Senate 
has passed a bill to ban 
imports from China’s 
Xinjiang region, in re-
sponse to alleged abus-
es of the mostly Muslim 
Uyghur minority group.

The legislation would 
create an assumption 
that goods manufac-
tured in Xinjiang are 
made with forced labour, 
unless proven otherwise.

The Uyghur Forced 
Labour Prevention Act 
must pass the House of 
Representatives before it 
can be signed into law.

The US has already 
banned imports of Xin-
jiang cotton and toma-
toes.

The Chinese state has 
been widely accused of 
human rights abuses in 
Xinjiang against the Ugy-
hurs and other Muslim 
minority groups.

Experts estimate at 
least a million people 
in the region have been 
detained in camps or 
imprisoned as part of a 
crackdown that began in 
2017.

Many thousands more 
who are not detained are 
subject to extensive sur-
veillance and state con-
trol.

China denies all alle-
gations of human rights 
abuses, saying its net-

work of detention camps 
in Xinjiang are for “re-ed-
ucation” of the Uyghurs 
and other Muslims.

The US bill, which 
passed by unanimous 
consent on Wednesday, 
means that importers of 
products from the region 
will have to prove the 
goods were not made 
with forced labour.

Under the legislation, 
the US Department of 
Homeland Security will 
also be required to create 
a list of entities that work 
with the Chinese govern-
ment in the repression of 
Uyghurs and other eth-
nic minority groups, the 
Bloomberg news agency 
reported.

“We will not turn a 
blind eye to [the Chinese 
government’s] ongoing 
crimes against humani-
ty, and we will not allow 
corporations a free pass 
to profit from these hor-
rific abuses,” Republican 
Senator Marco Rubio 
said in a statement.

It is not clear when the 
bill will be discussed in 
the House of Representa-
tives. Its passage follows 
a warning to US firms 
that still have supply 
chain and investment 
ties in Xinjiang that they 
“could run a high risk of 
violating US law”.

Western governments 
have in recent months 
hardened their stance on 
companies operating in 
Xinjiang. Last week, the 
Biden administration 
added 14 Chinese firms 
and other entities to its 
economic blacklist over 
the alleged abuses in the 
region

Earlier this month, 
French authorities 
opened a “crimes against 

humanity” probe into 
four fashion brands over 
claims from the Europe-
an Uyghur Institute and 
others that the retailers 
were profiting from the 
use of forced labour.

Xinjiang produces 
85% of China’s cotton 
and accounts for a fifth 
of global supplies.
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SPORTS NEWS

GROS ISLET, St. Lu-
cia – Many questions 
were raised over Chris 
Gayle’s place in the West 
Indies team, as the veter-
an was enduring a rough 
patch lately. However, 
the left-handed batsman 
switched on his A-game 
during the third T20I 
against Australia and mus-
tered a match-winning 
half-century.

While none of the 
Aussie batters could bat 
freely in St. Lucia, Gay-
le put up an exhibition 
of big-hitting and scored 
runs all over the park. The 
self-proclaimed Universe 
Boss, in total, scored 67 off 
38 deliveries as West In-

dies chased down 142 in a 
mere 14.5 overs, winning 
the contest by six wick-
ets. With this triumph, the 
Men in Maroon also took 
an unassailable 3-0 lead in 
the five-match series. Gay-
le was enthralled with his 
performance, and it was 
evident in his animated 
interaction after the game.

While the 41-year-old 
calls himself the ‘Uni-
verse Boss’, his bat during 
the third T20I sported the 
sticker of only ‘The Boss.’ 
Speaking of the same, 
Gayle revealed that the In-
ternational Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) doesn’t want him 
to sport ‘Universe Boss’ on 
the bat.

“ICC doesn’t want me to 
use the Universe Boss. So I 
have shortened it and just 
put ‘The Boss.’ I am the 
boss (laughs),” Gayle said. 

On being asked wheth-
er ICC has the copyright 
over the term ‘Universe 
Boss,’ an animated Gayle 
said, “Well, I have to copy-
right it, not ICC. I am tech-
nically The Boss.” 

These statements speak 
volumes of Gayle’s confi-
dence and he certainly has 
no plans of slowing down.

Notably, Gayle, during 
the third T20I, was up 
against the likes of Mitch-
ell Starc and Riley Mere-
dith, who were clocking 
good speeds. The reflexes 

of a human body tend to 
slow down with time and, 
hence, facing high-quality 
fast bowling gets difficult.

However, that wasn’t 
the case with Gayle. On 
being asked if tackling 
Aussie pacers was chal-
lenging for him, Gayle said 
he used his experience to 
score runs. With West In-
dies sealing the series 3-0, 
the remaining fixtures are 
mere dead rubbers.

However, West Indies 
would like to continue 
their winning run. On the 
other hand, Aussies would 
not want to lose any more 
games in this series.

Gayle: “ICC doesn’t 
want me to use 
‘Universe Boss’’’

Chris Gayle 

Chris Gayle
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The OECS at 
Tokyo 2020

The territories which make up the 
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) will be well represent-
ed when the 2020 Summer Olympics 
– the Games of the XXXII Olympiad 
– get underway from 23 July to 8 Au-
gust in Tokyo, Japan.

Seven territories will field a total of 
28 athletes in four disciplines: athlet-
ics, boxing, sailing, and swimming. 
Pandemic notwithstanding, a num-
ber of those sporting ambassadors 
have been preparing assiduously, 
some on the global professional cir-
cuit. Whereas (all things being equal) 
all will share the tremendous honour 
of becoming Olympians, a handful 
will carry genuine expectations of 
challenging for medals.

Grenada leads the way with four 
participants in track and field and 
the only Olympic champion from 
the sub-region, quarter-miler Kirani 
James. After a couple of relatively lean 
years as he struggled with Grave’s dis-
ease, the 28-year-old is approaching 
something like his best at the right 
time. The gold medalist in his event 
at London 2012 and the silver medal-
ist five years ago at Rio 2016, James is 
one of the top eight runners by per-
formance in the field for Tokyo 2020. 

James won’t be the only global 
champion suiting up for the Spice 
Isle, however. World champion in the 
2019 men’s javelin throw, Anderson 
Peters, will try to recapture his best 
form in what has been a very strong 
year for his event. 

Men’s decathlon will see Gold 
Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games 
champion Lindon Victor in action in 

10 events over the course of two days, 
although his brother Kurt Felix was 
unable to qualify. In the pool, Kim-
berly Ince will contest the women’s 
100m backstroke and Delron Felix 
the men’s 100m freestyle, both hav-
ing  been awarded Universality plac-
es by the world governing body.

Another Gold Coast 2018 cham-
pion, Kyron McMaster, is considered 
a dark horse to win the men’s 400m 
hurdles for the British Virgin Islands. 
Just 24-years-old, he will have the 
daunting task of facing off against 
three of the four fastest intermedi-
ate hurdlers of all time, including 
the world record holder. McMaster 
has produced career-best efforts this 
season and will be eying a first-ever 
Olympic medal for the BVI. 

Like McMaster, long jumper 
Chantel Malone is the fourth-best in 
her event so far this year. She’s also 
been the most consistent over the 
seven-metre mark. With both events 
taking place in the same session, it 
could be a glorious day for the BVI 
swimmer Elinah Phillip will go in the 
women’s 50m freestyle, while Eldred 
Henry has unfortunately been ruled 
out of the men’s shot putt with an el-
bow injury.

Levern Spencer heads Saint Lucia’s 
team of five to Tokyo 2020. Anoth-
er reigning Commonwealth Games 
champion, the 37-year-old veteran 
finished sixth in Rio 2016, the best 
effort ever by an athlete from Saint 
Lucia. She will be at her fourth Olym-
piad. The other four members of the 
team gained entry on universality 
places. They include sailors Steph-

anie Devaux-Lovell, a 2016 Olympi-
an in women’s laser radial, and Luc 
Chevrier in the men’s laser. Jean Luc 
Zephir will compete in the men’s 
100m freestyle, and Mikaili Charle-
magne in the women’s 50m freestyle.

The Commonwealth of Domi-
nica will have two athletes in track 
and field. Thea LaFond will go in the 
women’s triple jump and she will be 
eager to create some positive Olym-
pic memories. Just days before Rio 
2016, she sustained a hamstring in-
jury and was 37th (last) in qualify-
ing. Two years later, though, she re-
bounded with the Commonwealth’s 
first-ever Commonwealth Games 
medal, a bronze. Now 27, she has 
been in superlative form these past 
two years. No athlete from Domini-
ca has ever competed in an Olym-
pic final and LaFond will be keen 
to change that. Dennick Luke is the 
other athlete representing Dominica 
and he was awarded a Universality 
place in the men’s 800m.

Jason Rogers qualified to run the 
men’s 100m for Saint Kitts and Nev-
is. The 30-year-old has tasted team 
success at the highest level, winning 
World Championship bronze back in 
2011 in the men’s 4x100m relay. He is 
in the form of his life at the moment, 
matching his personal-best mark 
from 2013 – which puts him, along 
with Antigua and Barbuda’s Cejhae 
Greene, among the 20 fastest men 
in the field. (Greene has been a hun-
dredth of a second faster than Rogers 
this year.) Rogers will be joined in 
Tokyo by Amya Clarke for the wom-
en’s 100m and by swimmer Jennifer 
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Harding-Marlin who is entered for 
the women’s 100m backstroke.

Greene, meanwhile, will be 
joined by Joella Lloyd for the wom-
en’s 100m and Jalese Gordon in 
women’s laser radial. When Gordon 
hits the water, it will mark Antigua 
and Barbuda’s return to the sport 
for the first time in two decades. 
Alston Ryan will also be the only 
boxer from the OECS and he will 
be the first entered by Antigua and 
Barbuda since 1988. Ryan, a feath-
erweight, secured a place based on 
the IOC’s Boxing Task Force Rank-
ings for the Americas. Antigua and 
Barbuda will also have two swim-
mers – Noah Mascoll-Gomes in 
men’s 400m freestyle, and Saman-
tha Roberts in women’s 50m free-
style.

Saint Vincent and the Grena-
dines will benefit from three uni-
versality places. Shafiqua Maloney 
will be on track in the women’s 
800m. Alex Joachim will attempt 
the men’s 100m freestyle and Mya 
de Freitas the women’s 200m free-
style.

Aside from the national teams 
competing in Tokyo, there will be 
a few other athletes with OECS 
ties. Going up against McMaster 
in the men’s 400m hurdles will be 
Rai Benjamin of the USA. Rai rep-
resented Antigua and Barbuda at 
the junior level internationally and 
his father is former West Indies 
fast bowler Winston Benjamin. 
The only Frenchman qualified by 
standard, Ludvy Vaillant, was born 
in Martinique. Two other French 
athletes hail from Guadeloupe 
– former CARIFTA Games stand-
outs Wilhem Belocian in the men’s 
110m hurdles and women’s long 
jumper Yanis David.

In this most difficult of seasons, 
some of the smallest nations in 
world sport are set to make their 
mark at Tokyo 2020. They have 
had to overcome more than their 
fair share of difficulties and just 
to make it on the world’s greatest 
stage is a massive achievement. 
They carry our hopes and dreams 
with them. May they all compete 
with pride.

Giannis Antetokounmpo’s legendary rejection during 
the 4th quarter.

Milwaukee Bucks level series 
against with Phoenix Suns

The Milwaukee Bucks are now 
level with the Phoenix Suns after 
some inspirational play during 
Game 4 of the NBA Finals. The 
Bucks defeated the Suns 109-103 to 
tie the series 2-2.

Game 4 was one of alternating 
quarters. The Suns won the first and 
third quarters, while the Bucks won 
the second and, crucially, the fourth 
quarter. Both teams went into half-
time tied at 52 points apiece. To 
underscore the point, there were 
11 ties and nine lead changes, with 
the Bucks outscoring the Suns 48-
40 in the paint. It wasn’t just points 
in the paint. Milwaukee outscored 
the Suns 15-0 from fast breaks.

Khris Middleton finished big for 
the Bucks. His 40 points, including 
10 straight down the stretch, means 
these NBA Finals are just getting 
started. Middleton’s hot hand and 
a big block from Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo gave the Bucks their 
second straight victory in the first 
close game of the series. ‘’Khris has 
no fear and he never has,’’ Milwau-
kee guard Jrue Holiday said.

Antetokounmpo had 26 points, 
14 rebounds and eight assists. His 
streak of 40-point games ended at 
two but the only number that mat-
ters for the Bucks is on the series 
scoreboard. ‘We wanted this bad 
and the team showed it tonight,’’ 
Antetokounmpo said.

Devin Booker scored 42 points 
for the Suns, but his foul trouble 
cost them a chance to build a big 
lead in the second half. Chris Paul 
struggled through a 5-for-13 night, 
finishing with 10 points and five 
turnovers.  ‘’This is a tough one, 
but we’ve got to bounce back,’’ Paul 
said. ‘’That’s why we fought all sea-
son to get home court.’’

The series shifts back to Phoenix. 
With series now level and the Bucks 
playing exceptional basketball, 
they will certainly test the Suns’ 
mental toughness. The Bucks are in 
search of their second NBA Cham-
pionship, while the Suns are yet to 
win an NBA Championship.

Game 5 will be played in Phoenix 
tomorrow night.
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4th CG Insurance T20

GROS ISLET, St. Lucia – 
Mitchell Marsh delivered ca-
reer best performances with 
both bat and ball, to help 
Australia pull off a four run 
win over the West Indies. Af-
ter winning the toss, Austra-
lia elected to bat first. Marsh 
led Australia’s batting with 75 
from 44 balls to propel them 
to 189 for 6. Marsh brought 
up his third half-century of 
the series off just 24 balls.

Skipper Aaron Finch, too, 
had a half-century of his 
own. He took 34 to reach 

the milestone. Together 
they anchored Australia’s 
batting with a 114 run part-
nership.  Finch ended on 53 
after playing over a deliv-
ery from Hayden Walsh that 
was pitched on off stump. 
It was Hayden Walsh again 
who brought the West In-
dies back into the game. He 
grabbed three wickets for 27 
and maintains the title of the 
leading wicket taker.

West Indies reply got off to 
a good start with both Lendl 
Simmons and Evin Lewis 
scoring freely. They put on 
62 for the first wicket. After 

Simmons departed for 72, 
the West Indies struggled to 
keep up with the required 
run rate. Batting during the 
middle overs was again an 
issue. West Indies needed 
11 from the final over. In the 
end, a vintage yorker sealed 
victory for Australia, as An-
dre Russell could not get the 
ball away for boundaries 
and consistently refused the 
single. 

Marsh grabbled 3 for 24 
when the West Indies bat-
ted – including the prized 
wickets of Chris Gayle, Lendl 
Simmons and stand-in cap-

tain Nicholas Pooran – to 
stunt momentum in the 
West Indies chase.   Adam 
Zampa was the other nem-
esis during the West Indies 
innings. He ended with fig-
ures of 2 for 20 from his four 
overs. 

West Indies currently lead 
the CG Insurance series 3-1 
and will be looking to end on 
a strong note. The fifth and 
final T20 International will 
be played tonight.  

Australia pull one back 
against West Indies


