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Preserving World Heritage History
Stabilizing work on the Copper and Lumber Store Historic Inn
at Nelson’s Dockyard, about to celebrate 5 years as Antigua
and Barbuda’s UNESCO-designated World Heritage Site.
Master stonemasons replace eroded stone with fresh, hand-
cut-and-set stone, using same traditional techniques as when
building was first erected in order to retain authenticity.

(story on page 12)

ANTI-CRIME SUMMIT TODAY ( page 9)
CARNIVAL 2021: A DEFINITE NO-NO ( page 10)
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National blessedness & the
substance of government

Twice during this month
alone, Antigua and Barbuda
has shown that bad times
do not have to bring out the
worstin people, as often hap-
pens when domestic pop-
ulations feel the economic
pressures of recessions and
downturns.

This phenomenon is noth-
ing new and has popped up
in divers corners of the in-
habited earth across the long
span of time, that people
turn against foreigners and
become hostile and aggres-
sive toward them, blaming
them for things being hard
in the country and wanting
to run them out as the ones
who make it difficult for the
native people to earn a living
and eat a bread.

Scarcity and hardship -
or even just a perception of
these — can cause these re-
actions toward immigrants
who were formerly wel-
comed and with whom there
had hitherto been peaceful
coexistence and harmoni-
ous — even amorous — inter-
mixing.

That can suddenly change
when the pressure for jobs
begins to really bite, when

money and the accustomed
things it can pay for become
impossibly strange to our
pockets and skittish to our
hands. A stifling postwar
economic depression in Eu-
rope during the 1920s led
to blame and resentment
heaped against certain mi-
norities and ethnicities. It fu-
eled the racist and genocidal
fervor of a frustrated ne’er-
do-well Austrian ex-soldier.
He was, in turn, able to con-
vince and incite an entire
group (axis) of nations into
igniting what turned out to
be the bloodiest, most bru-
tal and most far-flung armed
conflict the world has ever
known. The resulting bar-
baric slaughter, carnage and
destruction of the Second
World War was on a scale as
unimaginable as it was un-
precedented — and remains,
to this day, un-replicated.

The philosophy, sobri-
ety, capacity and foresight
of a national government
is almost always the crit-
ical and determining dif-
ference between whether
a nation descends into xe-
nophobic paranoia with all
its hysterical blaming and
shrill demands for no-ques-

tions-asked expulsions; or
whether that government —
with divine-like creativity —
prefers to focus on the half-
full aspect of the national
glass and see how it can in-
novatively co-opt foreigners
into becoming solutions to
the challenges, rather than
reflexively lumping and hat-
ing them as scapegoats for
the problems. This is where
the Antigua and Barbuda La-
bour Party — both the one led
now by Hon. Gaston Browne
and the previous ones led
by Sir Vere Cornwall “Papa”
Bird, and then by his suc-
cessor son Sir Lester Bryant
Bird — have so brilliantly out-
shone the clueless United
Progressive Party (UPP)of its
de facto leader and econom-
ic policy birdbrain Harold
Lovell.

When the effects of the
2008 global financial cri-
sis hit Antigua and Barbu-
da the following year, and
following its dismal perfor-
mance in the 2009 gener-
al elections, the UPP’s first
knee-jerk impulse was to
turn against the immigrant
communities of Antigua and
Barbuda who they blamed
for causing them to “almost

Cont’d on pg 3



lose” the elections of March
2009. It did not matter to the
UPP that these same immi-
grant communities had vot-
ed heavily for them in March
2004, only to see the dusk of
incompetence rapidly settle
on the promised Govern-
ment in the Sunshine as they
mismanaged both their in-
volvement with Allen Stan-
ford and failed to leverage
the benefits and opportuni-
ties that could and should
have arisen from hosting the
2007 ICC Cricket World Cup.
Instead the UPP went after
such as the Spanish-speak-
ing, Guyanese and Jamaican
communities to strip them
of voting rights and citizen-
ship eligibility; demean-
ing the dignity and upward
mobility which the ALP had
successfully imbued Anti-
guans and Barbudans by in-
citing native people to make
noise with Dominicans and
Jamaicans about low-paying
jobs such as security work
that the native people had
long outgrown and no lon-
ger wanted, which is why the
foreigners ended up filling
such voids in the labour mar-
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ket. But it was easier for the
UPP to encourage and fos-
ter such conflicts as a con-
venient distraction to their
own cluelessness about how
to deal with the econom-
ic situation caused by the
global financial downturn
and the downfall of Allen
Stanford. We do know that
Harold Lovell’s only answer
was his nationally disas-
trous walk on his knees, cap
in hand, to the IME Gaston
Browne not only rescued us
from that, but demonstrat-
ed yet again why the sub-
stance of government in this
country resides and abides
in the Antigua and Barbuda
Labour Party. Because, faced
with the debilitating eco-
nomic mauling of the global
coronavirus pandemic, the
government he leads - rath-
er than turning on foreign-
ers or encouraging the peo-
ple of this country to do so
—has reached out even more
hospitably and compassion-
ately to people whose im-
migration status has moved
into the red zone for mani-
fold reasons. In order not to
spook them from avoiding
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vaccination for fear of being
apprehended, the Gaston
Browne administration has
afford these illegals a virtual
amnesty, an automatic ex-
tension of time, a payment
plan and partial waiver for
arrears, the promise of no
arrests or detentions conse-
quent on their coming for-
ward for vaccination, and the
almost no-questions-asked
regularization of the status
of their children born here
during the time of their own
un-regularized presence in
the country in order not to
deny their children the ben-
efits of education, employ-
ment, healthcare, protection
under the law, and eligible
citizenship.

The UPP, not surprisingly,
is the party of antagonism,
harshness, = mercilessness
andvindictiveness.The ABLP
proves time and time again
that it is about regionalism,
integration, understanding,
sharing, helping — even as it
never compromises on the
security and welfare of this
country and its people.
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Still zero COVID cases, as
vaccines being fully utilized

by Shelton Daniel

Active cases of
COVID-19 in Antigua
and Barbuda remain
where they have
been for the past
three weeks — at zero!
— “good news” made
even sweeter by the
positive pickup in
vaccination take-up
by a previously reluc-
tant public.

These
ments

develop-
were high-

lighted by Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne
on Saturday during
his weekly radio pro-
gram, The Browne
and Browne Show on
Pointe FM 99.1. “We
have had an increase
in the amount of
vaccinated persons.
So we have about ...
28,000 people, just
about, who would
have taken their sec-
ond dose [and] are
fully vaccinated. So
that represents about

29 percent, just un-
der 30 percent, of the
country’s popula-
tion.”

While noting that,
“We would want it
to be significantly
better,” Prime Min-
ister Browne said the
percentage of inoc-
ulation attained this
far is “good in the
circumstances”. He
repeated that, “The
whole idea is to get
to herd immunity as

soon as possible.”
Based on Antigua
and Barbuda’s cur-
rent population of
100,000, herd immu-
nity would require
the immunization of
70-80 percent of the
population — a jour-
ney on which Anti-
gua and Barbuda has
barely travelled half-
way at present.

Prime Minister
Browne observed
that, “We have had
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over 36,000 indi-
viduals who would
at least have had
their first dose.” He
then delivered the
punchline  worthy
of punching the air:
“I'm told that we only
have about 600 of

the [vaccine doses]
that were about to
expire, so were not
in a bad position at
all; that’s pretty good,
and hopefully most
them would have
been used up today.
I believe a few of

them actually expire
on the 30th, so we
still have maybe an-
other day or two.”In
light of these remain-
ing dose numbers,
the PM reckoned, “If
there [are] any un-
used [vaccine doses]

they should not be a
significant amount.”

He declared it
to be “quite good
that we didn't have
to [discard] tens of
thousands of vaccine
[doses].”

HURRICANE SEASON STARTS JUNE | b 2021
CALL STATE TODAY & GET COVERED

(268) 481-7800/4 | sicantigua.com | @ © ¥
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COVID-19

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA DASHBOARD

This dashboard reflects COVID-19 statistics as of 25th June at Spm
& Vaccination statistics as of 25th June 2021,
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COVID-19 Dashboard
Update for June 27, 2021

The most recent report re-
ceived by the Ministry of Health,
Wellness and the Environment
from the Sir Lester Bird Mount St.
John Medical Centre has revealed
no new laboratory confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Antigua and
Barbuda as of Friday 25th June
2021 at 6:00 p.m.

One hundred and sixty-four
(164) samples were processed at
Sir Lester Bird MSJMC.

Consequently, the total num-
ber of persons with laboratory
confirmed COVID-19 cases in
Antigua and Barbuda remains at
1,263. There are no active cases.

Meanwhile, 36,187 first doses
of the COVID-19 vaccines have
been administered, while 27,744
second doses have been adminis-
tered.

The dashboard has been up-
dated to reflect these changes.
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vows that criminals
will be outmatched

by Shelton Daniel

The National Security Council
chaired by Prime Minister Gaston
Brown met last week and, accord-
ing to him, “Certain systems are
being put in place” to deal with a
recent upsurge in gun crimes, in-
cluding armed holdups of com-
munity business establishments.

“Where we have human re-
source gaps, those are being ad-
dressed,” he said on Saturday
during his weekly radio program,
The Browne and Browne Show on
Pointe FM 99.1.

“We even went as far as mak-
ing a $25,000 reward [available]
for information leading to those
robberies. I believe, too, that you
will be seeing more patrols. That’s
one of the areas that we believe
was lacking ... There'll be greater
police presence,” he added.

The Prime Minister hinted that
there were other law enforcement
initiatives that he could not go

into detail about, for security rea-
sons. “Let’s say certain strategic

. clandestine operations ... will
take place to try and target certain
known criminals; because we are
convinced that these activities are
being perpetrated by known crim-
inals who are using the opportuni-
ty of wearing a mask ... in order to
pursue their criminal activities,”
PM Browne revealed in guarded
elaboration.

He said spurts in such crimi-
nal activity were common around
this time of the year, and proffered
reasons why this may be so.

“At this particular time of year
—every year from time immemori-
al — these criminals, they surface,
probably trying to get their stash
so that during carnival, and so on,
they can buy all their expensive
clothes, go to all the fetes and all
that,” Browne suggested.

He said “a significant amount
of intelligence is being utilized ...
but all I can say to the nation is

that we will be making a signifi-
cant amount of resources avail-
able to address the increases in
robberies and to bring those who
have committed those robberies
to justice.”

The Prime Minister sounded a
warning to the criminals that they
are facing zero tolerance from the
society and putting themselves at
risk when they decide to engage
the police in gunfights.

“The last one that took place at
Golden Grove, I understand they
fired at the police and you saw
what happened; one of them ac-
tually got shot,” he observed.

The Prime Minister disclosed
further that electronic surveil-
lance is being stepped up by mak-
ing sure “all the cameras we have
around St. John’s” are activated,
“making sure that they work, that
they are properly maintained, and
that they are also monitored ... We
are putting a comprehensive plan
in place.”



National Security
Minister, Hon. Steadroy
Benjamin

National Security
Minister Steadroy Ben-
jamin is convening what
can be described as an
‘Anti-Crime Summit’ to-
day (Monday June 28)
to come up with a set of
strategies to tackle the
recent upsurge in gun-re-
lated crimes.

Benjamin, the coun-
try’s Attorney General,
is convening a meeting
with the Commissioner
of Police, Atlee Rodney,
the two deputy commis-
sioners, the head of the
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), the
head of the police Special
Branch, as well as a rep-
resentative of the Police
Service Commission and
the Permanent Secretary
to discuss ways to bring
crime under control.

Last week, there were
several daring daylight
armed robberies, during
one of which a 60-year-
old was shot in the ab-
domen. While this attack
was a brazen home in-
vasion, the others have
been against businesses,
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National Anti-crime

Summit today!

including a superette, a
gas station, and a jewel-
ry store. Benjamin said,
as Minister responsible
for the nation’s security,
he has heard the com-
plaints of the general
public asking that stern
action be taken to stamp
out these crimes imme-
diately. “I am convening
this meeting to try to ar-
rest this disturbing trend
in the country. The public
has been asking for more
police visibility within St.
John’s city and I wish to
give them all assuranc-
es that this will be done
with immediate effect as
police visibility is seen as
a deterrent to these crim-
inal acts,” he stated.

The National Securi-
ty Minister announced
that greater police pres-
ence will be seen during
the critical hours of 7:00
am to 5:00 pm daily in
the city. Additionally, the
police will be introduc-
ing bicycle patrols to give
officers quicker access to
some of the trouble spots.

“This is crucial as we
must improve our an-
ti-crime efforts espe-
cially in light of the fact
that Heritage Quay is
re-opening in anticipa-
tion of the arrival of the
first scheduled cruise
ship call in July. The po-
lice will be there in their

numbers to prevent
bag-snatching and other
petty crimes,” he related.
According to Benjamin,
the anti-crime focus will
not only concentrate on
the city and its environs,
but the outlying districts
as well. “We will ask the
Commissioner to inform
the district officers in
charge of the out-stations
to impress upon their of-
ficers to closely monitor
developments in these
districts as well. This is a

critical part of the overall
crime fighting initiatives
that we hope to imple-
ment,” he disclosed.

The National Secu-
rity Minister said it is
important that the Ex-
ecutive and the police
are on the same page re-
garding crime fighting.
While the Government
may announce a policy,
he pointed out, it is up to
the police to implement
that policy.
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No carnival for 202

The decision that
there will be no carnival
in Antigua and Barbuda
this year remains intact
despite the recent gains
made in the fight against
the coronavirus.

The Minister respon-
sible for national festi-
vals, Hon. Daryl Matthew,
told Pointe Xpress that
Cabinet will not rescind
the decision it made ear-
lier this year to cancel
the festival for a second
consecutive season be-
cause of the coronavirus
pandemic. “There will be
no carnival or any activ-
ity that will involve large
scale crowds in any one
place,” Matthew said
in response to queries
about the summer festi-
val.

He said there are on-
going ‘internal discus-
sions’ around the issue,
but Government remains

resolute in the fight
against COVID-19.

Minister Matthew
noted that Government
and the promoters have
reached broad agree-
ment on the conditions
that must be in place
for Carnival fetes to take
place. These activities
will be allowed under the
guidelines  established
between the two entities.
The government earli-
er announced that fetes
will be allowed to take
place after July 16, but
that all patrons must be
fully vaccinated and all
staff at these events must
also be fully vaccinated.
Carnival as an event is
a major fillip to the lo-
cal economy, because it
drives consumption and
spending at a time when
the economy most needs
it; right into the heart of
the summer, a slow peri-
od for tourism.

For most of this In fact, currently, there
month, Antigua and Bar- are no officially recorded
buda has recorded very active cases.
few new COVID-19 cases.

NOTICE

To: Her Worship,

The Licensing Magistrate.
District “A” Magistrate Court
Grays Farm
St John's Antigua

To: The Commissioner of Police
Police Headquarters
American Road
St John's Antigua

I Lucia Nathaniel of Freetown the owner of L&L Mart whose registered
business is situated on Freetown Main Road in the Parish of St Phillip in
Antigua and Barbuda, do hereby give notice that it is my intension to
apply at the next Session to be held at the Magistrate Court, St John's
Antigua on the 5th day of July 2021, next ensuring, for a bottle license
in respect of my premises known as L&L Mart situated at Freetown.
This application is made pursuant to Section 11 (5) of the Licensing
(Intoxicating Liquor) Act, Cap 249 of the Laws of
Antigua and Barbuda, Revised Edition 1992.

E51{o] o HAPR— Respectfully Yours Lucia Nathaniel.
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Insufficient hotel rooms

hindering ‘southern’

by Shelton Daniel

A shortage of hotel
room stock is one the
main impediments that
stand in the way of An-
tigua and Barbuda capi-
talizing on opportunities
to attract tourists from
South American coun-
tries such as Colombia.
This was, in essence,
the explanation given
by Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne on Saturday
when the question was
put to him during his
weekly radio program,
The Browne and Browne
Show on Pointe FM 99.1.

Host Colin O’Ne-
al Browne, a Senator,
asked the Prime Min-
ister whether regional
airline LIAT, if revital-
ized as planned, would
be in a position to take
advantage of promising
passenger loads emanat-
ing from this so-called
“southern corridor” once
the restrictions of the

COVID-19 pandemic
have eased.

Senator O’Ne-
al-Browne wanted to

know if passenger traffic

opportunities

from the southern points
of the region could offset
declining visitor num-
bers from Antigua and
Barbuda’s traditional
tourism source markets
in the northern hemi-
sphere — the US, UK and
Canada.

Said PM Browne, in
response: “One of the
problems that we have
in the OECS sub-region
is that we don’t have the
room stock to accom-
modate significant traf-
fic coming out of South
America, and we don't
have the air links either.”

He went to explain
further, with practical il-
lustrations: “If an airline
like COPA, for example,
were to do direct flights
to Antigua and Barbuda,
we would need to have
more rooms, dedicated
rooms, so their custom-
ers could be sure that
we could accommodate
them. We really need
more rooms; and certain
airlines, too, they look at
the room count within
a particular destination
and make a decision as

to whether or not there
is viability.” The Prime
Minister said, “In the
case of COPA, they said

. we need to get up
to about 4,500 or 5,000
rooms before they touch
us, and we're not there as
yet ... That is why COPA
is not within the OECS
region. [ believe they
travel to Barbados, be-

cause Barbados has the
critical mass of rooms.
We don’t.”PM Browne
said while the develop-
ment and maintenance
of direct air links with
South America is “desir-
able”, the prerequisite
of available hotel rooms
simply does not exist to
obtain such participa-
tion.
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Celebrating 5 years of
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The official UNESCO World
Heritage Site Inscription at
Nelson’s Dockyard.

World Heritage status!

The National Parks Authority
(NPA) will be observing a signif-
icant milestone in July. The NPA
will be celebrating the 5th Anni-
versary of attaining the status of
UNESCO World Heritage Site for
the Antigua Naval Dockyard and
related archaeological sites.

A week of activities has been
organised to mark the occasion.
The events will be used to recog-
nise the contributors to this pres-
tigious recognition for Antigua
and Barbuda, and to reflect on
the achievements since the offi-
cial inscription five years ago, July
16th 2016. The activities will be
celebrated under the theme From
Dockyard to Shirley Heights — Cel-
ebrating Our Lives, Our People,
which encapsulates the major fac-
tors that supported the campaign
for the enviable UNESCO desig-

nation.
The week begins with one of

the major highlights of the activ-
ities: An exhibition featuring the
work of a group of art students
from the Antigua State College will

be launched on Sunday 11th July
at the Copper & Lumber Store His-
toric Inn in the Dockyard. The ex-
hibit pays tribute to the lives and
work of the African slaves cred-
ited for building the Dockyard
and who have been immortalised
in the ongoing 8th of March re-
search project undertaken by the
NPA’s Heritage Department. The
art exhibit, aptly named ‘Exhib-
it 8 was supported by the Naval
Dockyard Society. An education
campaign begins on Monday 12th
July with the release of a series of
video productions that showcase
the National Park and some of the
important aspects of the UNES-
CO World Heritage Site. The first
of three educational hikes begin
the same day. Board members of
the NPA, officials of the DCA and
team members of the Environ-
ment Division along with other
stakeholders will get the chance
to see the park through the eyes of
its experts and hear first-hand the
challenges of park management.
Tuesday 13th July is Media Day

where key members of the NPA
team will spread across the local
media to share their thoughts on
what achieving World Heritage
has meant for Antigua and Barbu-
da and how the public can play its
role in the work of preserving our
heritage and history for the future.
Wednesday 14th July is Heritage
Education Day, targeting children
from schools in the community.
The organisers have teamed up
with the Cultural Development
Division to host a night of story-
telling, heritage and culture in the
Dockyard on Friday 16th July. It
will feature master storyteller Joy
Lawrence and performing acts of
song and dance from the Cultural
Division. ABS Television will also
be supporting the activities by fea-
turing the park in its fun and pop-
ular You For A Day programme.

The NPA expressing appreci-
ation to all who have contributed
to the events so far and is looking
forward to the public’s support in
ensuring their success.
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Disaster Risk Knowledge
Management & Display

In an effort to broad-
en awareness about di-
saster risks in Antigua
and Barbuda, the Na-
tional Office of Disaster
Services (NODS) has un-
veiled a permanent dis-
play at the National Pub-
lic Library.

The National Disaster
Risk Reduction Knowl-
edge Management and
Display project was
done through funds pro-
vided by the European
Union (EU) and the Ca-
ribbean Disaster Emer-
gency Management
Agency (CDEMA).

Visitors to the library
will be able to get di-
saster information on
hazards that affect the
country while navigat-
ing a kiosk and browsing
through various educa-
tional materials. Accord-
ing to the projects officer
at NODS, Delamine An-
drew-Williams, the goal
is to continue uploading
more information to the
kiosk.

Another section will
be installed for children,
so they can learn about

Project participants pay close attention to the facilitator (r).

the importance of disas-
ter management in An-
tigua and Barbuda. An-
drew-Williams says the
library was chosen be-
cause of its central loca-
tion, which makes it eas-
ily accessible to children
and adults. As part of the

initiative, some employ-
ees at the public library
were engaged in a train-
ing session on Wednes-
day that introduced
them to basic disaster
management, mass ca-
sualty management,
disaster telecommuni-
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Traffic slows down quite a bit between 7:30-9:00 a.m., and again
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cations and hurricane
chart tracking. Director
at the Public Library, Ryl-
lis Mannix said she was
pleased that the facili-
ty was selected as a hub
for disaster management
information on behalf of
NODS.
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A Message from Antigua and Barbuda Transport Board
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Barbados delivers
benefits to 88% of its
unemployed

Barbados leads the Region in protecting
its citizens during the pandemic through
unemployment payments, delivering
benefits to 88% of unemployed work-
ers, while The Bahamas captured about
26%. That’s the information contained in
the World Bank’s report, titled “Employ-
ment in Crisis” which asserts that only
about one-third of the countries in Latin
America and the Caribbean (LAC) offer
a national unemployment income sup-
port plan. The Bahamas and Barbados
“offer unemployment insurance in the
form of contributory risk-pooling plans.”

Digital payments in-
crease in The Baha-
mas - 30% use cash

As the Bahamas strives to achieve.a 50% reduc-
tion in the use of cash and an 80% re-
duction in the use of checks by 2025, a
survey has revealed that more business-
es are embracing digital payments Ac-
cording to a business digital payments
survey, commissioned by the Central
Bank in the last quarter of 2020, fewer
than 30% of Bahamian businesses still
conduct important transactions using
cash, with more opting to use checks

for payment. “Most predominantly how-
ever, was the reliance on electronic
banking to complete more than half of
salary payments and in the range of half
of utility payments. Indications are that
about 40-50% of payments for both lo-
cal and international suppliers of goods
and services were completed via elec-
tronic banking channels.”

Creditors trigger ter-
mination clause in
Suriname debt talks

Suriname and its creditors have reached
an impasse in their debt rescheduling
negotiations. The Creditors’ Committee,
which represents the majority of Op-
penheimer bondholders and negotiates
with the Surinamese government about
debt rescheduling, says it has triggered
a “termination clause” on notes matur-
ing in 2023 and 2026, scrapping a plan
struck in April to defer payments on the
securities with an outstanding balance
of $675 million. The dispute in part hing-
es on the handling of future oil revenue
from recent crude discoveries. Surina-
me says it is too soon for those funds
to appear on its books, while creditors
insist they should be a factor in the debt
talks. Suriname’s finance ministry said it
“regrets the non-constructive and con-
frontational attitude.” It added that there
was no alternative to creditors accept-



ing a loss. However, the creditors are in-
sisting that the 70% haircut proposed by
Suriname does not take into account its
capacity to pay nor the country’s own de-
scription of its “bright economic future.”

Jamaica’s records
1.2% inflation amidst
trade downturn

Jamaica recorded an inflation rate of
1.2% as measured by the All-damai-
ca Consumer Price Index (CPI) in May
2021. According to the Statistical Insti-
tute of Jamaica (STATIN), the move-
ment in the inflation rate was impacted
by a 3.4% increase in ‘Housing Wa-
ter, Electricity, Gas and Other Fuels’, a
1.1% increase in ‘Food and Non-Alco-
holic Beverages’ and a 0.7% increase
in Transport. For the review period, the
calendar year-to-date inflation rate was
1.7%, while the fiscalyear-to-date (April
2021 — May 2021) inflation rate was
1.2% and the point-to-point (May 2020
— May 2021) was 5.0%. In the mean-
time for the January to February review
period of 2021, STATIN reported that
total imports declined by 12.6% to total
US$825 million relative to US$944.8 last
year. Earnings from total exports also
declined by 3% amounting to US$229
million down US$7 million relative to the
comparator period in 2020. Imports from
CARICOM totaled US38.5 million while
exports equaled US$13.8 million.

Cayman projected
budget deficit jJumps
to $192 miillion

The International Civil Aviation Organization
(The Government of the Cayman Islands

is projecting a larger budget deficit of $192
million this year, because previous fore-
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casts of a $157 million funding gap failed

to factor in tourism stipend payments to
workers displaced by the pandemic for all
of 2021. Currently, the monthly tourism
stipend payments of $1,500 to more than
3,000 workers cost government approxi-
mately $5 million each month. According to
Finance Minister Chris Saunders during the
first 5 months of 2021, core government
had an operating surplus of $175 million,
which is 18%, or $11 million, higher than
budgeted. Government’s total operating
revenue of $525.5 million was 9% higher
than budgeted but operating expenses of
$351 million were also 8% over budget.
Cayman maintained close to $571 million in
cash reserves.

Uber commences
operations in
Jamaica

Already present in over 10,000 cities
worldwide, the Uber app has debuted
in Jamaica’s Kingston and St Cather-
ine. The Uber app is available in Jamai-
ca through a “vehicle-withdriver” lease
agreement. The app serves as a contact
portal between two parties: a lessor part-
ner and a user, who will agree to sign
a private lease contract every time they
want to get around the city. Under this
model, both the lessor partner and the
user enter a private agreement that en-
tails strict fulfillment of the rules. Also, a
lessor partner checklist ensures compli-
ance with health safety measures; lease
verification using PIN code confirma-
tion; and RideCheck, a mechanism that
detects and reports abnormal or unex-
pected stops during the lease. Guardian
Insurance, one of Jamaica’s prominent
insurance companies, covers all leases.
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[s cyptocurrency dead
_ Inthe water?

by Christal Clashing

IT hurts! It's not easy to endure
a 50% decrease in price over two
nights,” says an Antiguan recre-
ational investor in cryptocur-
rencies.

In the last fortnight, the val-
ue of Bitcoin — the world’s
highest valued cryptocurren-
cy — dropped from just over
US$63,000 to about US$33,000.
As a result, there has been a de-
cline in value across almost all
cryptocurrencies.

[tmay be surprisinghowmany
Antiguans and Barbudans, in
various pockets of society, have

an interest in cryptocurrency.
Before the tightening of pan-
demic-related restrictions, there
were regular meets-ups for per-
sons interested in cryptocur-
rencies, at various restaurants
and cafes around the island.
The appeal of cryptocurren-
cy lies in its potential to build
wealth for persons around the
world who dont have access
to strong stock exchanges like
those in the USA. Additionally,
persons that gravitate to cryp-
tocurrencies tend to be frus-
trated with the tight banking
regulations that exclude many
persons due to the number of

hoops that have to be jumped.

Cryptocurrency chatter and
investment have been on the
rise particularly since 2020, as
more reputable figures and
governmental bodies around
the world have bought into the
potential of cryptocurrency’s
blockchain technology.

According to the University of
Cambridges's Bitcoin Mining
Map, 65% of Bitcoin's genera-
tion was coming out of China.
Elon Musk, the billionaire, in-
vested in Bitcoin and, most re-
cently, El Salvador agreed to ac-
cept Bitcoin as legal tender.

The big question amid the rise

Cont’d on pg 17



of the crypto idea is, “How are
governments and financial in-
stitutions going to respond and
approach cryptocurrencies?”

Cryptocurrencies, by design,
are not centralised and thus
have no overarching regulatory
body. This goes against the sys-
tems of most governments and
financial institutions who like
to maintain firm control of and
profit from financial transac-
tions.

This big question has begun
to be answered by a govern-
ment that has spoken loudly
and firmly regarding the regu-
lation of Bitcoin. China, in the
last month, has ordered a halt to
the generation of Bitcoin in that
country.

Bitcoin is generated through
a process called ‘mining’ across
thousands of computers using
computer programming skills.
Since China has halted the
mining and trading of Bitcoin,
the value of Bitcoin has taken a
massive hit. It doesn't help that
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Elon Musk withdrew his invest-
ment in Bitcoin due to concerns
about the high energy require-
ments to ‘mine’ Bitcoin.

So, with the drastic falls in
cryptocurrency value, it can
be asked, “Is cryptocurrency
dead?” The answer to that de-
pends on how persons look at
the future. If they see cryptocur-
rencies and blockchain technol-
ogy as pathways into the future,
they might ride out this down-
ward trend in value. If persons
have a more short-term interest
in crypto, then they will likely
pull out their funds and count
their losses. There are also some
who take a combined approach
of pulling out right now while
things are low and reinvest
when the trends favour a steady
increase in value.

But asking if crypto is dead in
the water may not be the right
question to ask. If the question
shifts to “Is blockchain alive?”,
then there is a different answer.
From the larger to the smaller
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players in the financial market,
the interest and application of
blockchain technology is prom-
ising. China has developed their
own blockchain applications
that can be regulated for their
purposes. Specifically, CNBC
reports that China has been de-
veloping their own digital cur-
rency, the digital Yuan.

For a more local context, the
OECS through the ECCB has
used blockchain to trial the dig-
ital currency, DCash. As govern-
ments and financial institutions
seek to regulate financial trans-
actions built on blockchain
technology, the next few years
of the blockchain and crypto-
currency space can be expected
to see heavy action.

Evenif cryptocurrencies, aswe
know them today, evolve into
more regulated currencies or
continue to be as revolutionary
as they aspire to be, the block-
chain technology underlying
crypto and digital currencies
appears to have a bright future.
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Early sexualisation
& Its Impact on

young girls

by K.P. Joseph

The early sexualisation of
young girls is an unfortunate
by-product of a modern society
in which the gulf between the
sexes is explicitly widening.

Sexualisation is when a per-
sons value comes from their
sexual appeal to the exclusion of
other characteristics—meaning,
characteristics that define the
essence of the person.

According to a study conduct-
ed by the American Psychology
Association, “Early sexualisation
of young girls can undermine a
person’s confidence and com-
fort with her own body.” There
are multiple examples of sexu-
alisation of young girls. For ex-
ample, the media, movies, vid-
eo games, advertising and the

internet. Societal messages that
contribute to the sexualisation
of girls come not only from the
media and merchandise, but
also through girls’ interperson-
al relationships. “A lot of times,
parents are so about being liked
by their children that they forget
that they are parents first,” said
Heather Johnson, adjunct pro-
fessor at Brigham Young Uni-
versity.

Mothers especially are active
participants in the sexualisa-
tion of their young girl children.
They tend to want to be friends
with their girl children, so they
give in to the requests for these
provocative clothing. They post
pictures of the young girl child
on social media, captioning it as
“sexy”. Alabelis attached to that
young girl without realizing the

long term consequences.

Early sexualisation has neg-
ative effects in a variety of do-
mains, including cognitive and
emotional functioning,
physical and mental domain.
The effects on these domains

and

can be lifelong and life chang-
ing. Cognitively, early sexualisa-
tion has been repeatedly shown
to distract from the ability to
concentrate and focus atten-
tion. This leads to impaired per-
formances on mental activities
such as logical reasoning, for
example.

There is some evidence that
executive functioning difficul-
ties can develop as a result of
early sexualisation. Executive
functioning is a coordinated set
of cognitive skills that includes
attending to tasks, planning,
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organisation, cognition and
skills of behaviour regulation
(response inhibition, emotion-
al regulation). Poor executive
functioning skills equal poor
performance in school.

On the emotional end, early
sexualisation undermines the
confidence and comfort in one's
own body, leading to shame,
anxiety and even self-disgust.
The appearance of these were
found in adolescent girls. Also,
some young girls turn to pro-
miscuity later on to assuage
the discomfort they feel about
their body. Research linked
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early sexualisation with three
of the most common mental
health problems diagnosed in
young girls and women: eating
disorder, low self-esteem and
depression. The development
and maintenance of eating dis-
order is complex and nurtured
by low self-esteem and depres-
sion. Young girls develop these
mental health problems due to
issues of objectification — the
exposure of narrow representa-
tion of female beauty.

In addition to mental health
consequences of early sexu-
alisation, physical health may

FEATURE |30

also be negatively affected, al-
beit indirectly. Some girls turn
to self-mutilation to feel good
about themselves.

The early sexualisation of
young girls is rampant and
damaging. It is time that fo-
cus is placed on their develop-
ing minds and skills. Like adult
women, young girls want to be
loved, accepted and be given
attention. Early sexualisation is
problematic for young girls, as
they may believe that being sex-
ual objects is empowering and
related to having sexual agency.
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Attorney General Carl Bethel laments the need to bring in foreign at
because Bahamian lawyers are not coming forward

Bahamian prosecutors under
stress, burnout and threats

EwNews - Attorney General Carl
Bethel on Thursday lamented that
the Public Prosecutions Department
has lost 12 prosecutors over the past
year, noting that some have become
so stressed they have fallen ill, while
others have been physically and ver-
bally threatened both in and out of
the courtroom. During his contribu-
tion to the 2021/2022 budget debate
in the Senate, the attorney general
acknowledged the public prosecu-
tions office has suffered “enormous
losses”, with some of its most senior
and experienced prosecutors having
recently taken up magisterial posts.

“I commend them all on their

preferment, but, in addition to that
loss to the magistracy, some persons
have become burned out; some
persons have become terrorized,
threatened physically and verbally
in and out of the courts,” said Bethel.
“Stress has seriously affected a
number of them. I have one very dis-
tinguished prosecutor that became
so stressed out that she developed
a very severe illness and had to have
surgery. We have lost her service for
more than a year.” Bethel said with
Bahamian lawyers not coming for-
ward to be prosecutors, the need to
bring in foreign attorneys to serve as
prosecutors is necessary.

“The criticism of the fact that the
Director of Public Prosecutions hav-
ing advertised these posts has to go
to the Commonwealth to seek se-
nior legal assistance is unfair,” said
Bethel. “We may get two or three
new lawyers every year. We lost 12
over the last year.

“We cannot reach the stage where
the prosecutorial arm is failing be-
cause of a lack of interest on the part
of Bahamian lawyers. I beg the Ba-
hamian people to understand that
we have to have a system that if Ba-
hamian lawyers are not prepared to
come forward to be prosecutors, we
have to find them from somewhere.”
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Grenada’s Prime Minister leads
effort to remove roaming charges
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Grenada’s Prime Minister,
Dr. Keith Mitchell

Caricom Today - Grenada’s Prime
Minister, Dr. Keith Mitchell, is
spearheading a CARICOM initiative
to eliminate roaming charges for
Caribbean nationals traveling with-
in the region.

Dr. Mitchell, accompanied by
his Barbadian counterpart, Prime
Minister Mia Mottley, along with
representatives from the CARICOM
Secretariat and the Caribbean Tele-
communications Union, met re-
cently with representatives of Digi-
cel and Cable & Wireless to discuss
the issue. The removal of roaming
rates was identified as an action for
CARICOM Heads of Government
some years ago. However, progress
on the initiative has been quite slow.

Dr. Mitchell, who has lead respon-
sibility in the CARICOM Quasi-Cab-
inet for Science and Technology,
including Information and Com-
munications, is now reviving that
effort and seeking quick agreement
on the initiative.

He told those in attendance, “I
want to indicate that there is a de-
sire, given the history of discus-
sions on this topic, to expedite ne-

gotiations and conclude within the
shortest possible time, ideally in
three months or less, with a view
to implementing before the end of
2021. I believe if we can do this, all
of us will benefit — the service pro-
viders will not lose and the region as
a whole will feel better about what
we are doing at this important lev-
el.” The Prime Minister’s proposal is
to create a “roam-like-at-home” ar-
rangement, similar to what the Eu-
ropean Union has done, and elimi-
nate roaming charges on voice, data
and SMS messages. This arrange-
ment is intended only for CAR-
ICOM citizens and will not include
international visitors.

With CARICOM working towards
the creation of a Single ICT Space,
the removal of roaming charges is
seen as key to reducing inefficien-
cies, lowering costs and increasing
productivity as part of the digital
transformative initiative.

Dr. Mitchell also noted that the
removal of high roaming charges
would help to unleash creativity
among the regions youth, foster
greater collaboration and create
high quality employment opportu-
nities.

The Prime Minister articulated
that the initiative has the full back-
ing of all CARICOM heads, citing
what he called “strong political
support across the entire region.”
He noted, too, that the removal of
roaming charges will send a strong
signal to Caribbean nationals that
leaders are committed to ensuring
cost-effective access to the internet,
while at the same time fostering the
process of regional integration.

Prime Minister Mottley, in sup-
porting this push for removing

roaming charges, said: “It is one of
the key pillars we see at this time
to unleash growth.” She refer-
enced the widespread impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, which has
significantly reversed the growth of
many countries and spoke of the
need to leapfrog development. She
said, “The only way to do that is
through the opportunity for digital
connectivity beyond the Caribbe-
an region and integrating into the
world economy.”

The Barbadian leader, like her
Grenadian counterpart, is confi-
dent that the “roam-like-at-home”
arrangement will allow Caribbean
nationals to realise the true desire
of a single Caribbean space, since
high costs serve to restrict commu-
nications and limit economic activ-
ity. She said the pandemic and the
increased reliance on telecommu-
nications clearly illustrate why this
conversation is absolutely impera-
tive at this time.

The representatives from both
Cable and Wireless and Digicel have
expressed a willingness to work
with CARICOM in considering the
removal of roaming charges and
create a “win-win partnership”. Al-
though they noted that there are
many other issues to discuss apart
from roaming, there were assuranc-
es that these will not delay talks on
the substantive issue.

Prime Minister Mitchell is keen to
see negotiations begin within two
weeks, now that there has been a
high-level commitment from both
companies and from CARICOM to
pursue this initiative, and the com-
panies have agreed to set a meeting
date for the technical teams to be-
gin discussions.
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Jamaica low Vax worry

Jamaica Gleaner - WITH
93.7 percent of the popula-
tion yet to get a shot of the
COVID-19 vaccine, Jamaica’s
rate of inoculation remains
worryingly low.

New data released by the
Ministry of Health and Well-
ness (MoHW) shows that, up
to June 23, a total of 98,057
Jamaicans, or 3.6 percent
of the population, have re-
ceived their first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine, with 2.7
percent or 74,229 Jamaicans
now fully vaccinated.

The new figures contradict
an earlier report by the Direc-
tor of Family Health services
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in the Health Ministry, Dr.
Melody Ennis, in which she
suggested that more 220,000
Jamaicans had received at
least one dose of the Astra-
Zeneca coronavirus vaccine.
Nonetheless, the new data,
contained in a report titled
COVID-19 Vaccination Cov-
erage and Effect on COVID-19
Transmission, Jamaica 2021,
suggests that of the total
number of vaccinated per-
sons, 12.6 percent of persons
80 years and over have been
fully vaccinated, while 7.8
percent of this cohort have
only received a first dose.
Government has tried to coax

seniors to take the jab, with a
$10,000 grant announced re-
cently for those who are ful-
ly vaccinated. The initiative
takes effect on July 15. Of the
current priority group (50-59)
4.6 percent have been fully
vaccinated, with 5.9 percent
only getting the first dose, ac-
cording to MoOHW data.

This compares to 2.3 per-
cent in the 40-49 age group
who have been fully vacci-
nated and 4.4 percent in the
same category who have only
received their first dose.

Just 1.1 percent of the age
group 20-29 has been fully
vaccinated, with 2.7 percent
receiving their first dose, the
Ministry said.

Jamaica remains one of the
least vaccinated populations
in the English-speaking Ca-
ribbean, behind countries
such as Barbados (23 per-
cent), St Kitts and Nevis (22
percent), Guyana (13 per-
cent), St Lucia (12 percent),
the Bahamas (six percent) and
Trinidad and Tobago (four
percent). Up to April this year,
Jamaica was ranked 84th of
157 nations listed in the New
York Times global tracker.

As a global shortage of
COVID-19 vaccines worsens,
the local vaccination pro-
gramme has been hit with
hiccups and logistical glitch-
es, with some persons turn-
ing up to vaccination sites in
the last week unable to secure
their second doses.
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discovery of guns, grenades

LoopTT - Security has been
heightened at the Golden Grove
Prison in Arouca following the
discovery of a quantity of C4 ex-
plosives, guns and ammunition
near the facility.

This was disclosed by Minister
of National Security, Fitzgerald
Hinds, who was asked for an up-
date on the matter by Member
of Parliament for Oropouche
East, Dr. Roodal Moonilal.

Speaking in the House of Rep-
resentatives, Hinds further not-
ed that the Trinidad and Tobago

Prison Service is conducting an
internal investigation in tan-
dem with the ongoing inquiry
launched by the Trinidad and
Tobago Police Service (TTPS).

On Thursday, the TTPS dis-
closed that officers attached
to the Special Operations Re-
sponse Team (SORT) searched
anumber of areas near the pris-
on - including a riverbank, a
garden, and a bushy area — after
receiving a tip off.

The items were subsequently
found around 11:40pm. Among

them, one 9mm pistol loaded
with a magazine containing 15
rounds of ammunition, one AR
rifle loaded with a magazine
containing 30 rounds of am-
munition, one revolver and five
rounds of ammunition, a quan-
tity of C4 explosives, one length
of detonator cord, four detona-
tors, and two walkie-talkies.

At least two newspaper re-
ports have quoted “sources”
who allegedly said the items
were to be used by well-known
gang leaders in a jailbreak plot.
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pay $230m to settle

opioid claim

US drugs giant Johnson & Johnson is to pay $230m (£165m) to settle claims it
fuelled an opioid addiction crisis in New York State.

BBC - The firm did
not admit liability or
wrongdoing in settling
with the State. The pay-
ments remove it from
a trial due to begin on
Tuesday in which sev-
eral large opioid makers
and distributors are de-
fendants.

J&J said the settle-
ments were consistent
with a prior agreement
to pay $5bn to settle US
opioid claims.

The settlement with
New York State also calls
for J&]J to stop selling the
painkillers nationwide.

“The opioid epidem-
ic has wreaked havoc
on countless commu-
nities across New York
State and the rest of
the nation, leaving mil-
lions still addicted to

dangerous and deadly
opioids,” New York at-
torney general Letitia
James said.

“Johnson & Johnson
helped fuel this fire, but
today theyre commit-
ting to leaving the opi-
oid business - not only
in New York, but across
the entire country,” she
added, saying her focus
remained on “getting
funds into communities
devastated by opioids as
quickly as possible”.

Opioids are a class of
powerful drugs found
in opium poppies that
can be used to block
pain signals between
the brain and the body.
They can be found as
legal prescription med-
ications, but they can
also be found as ille-

gal street drugs such as
heroin. Opioid addic-
tion to both legal and
illegal drugs has been a
serious ongoing prob-
lem in countries such
as the US, which had
nearly half a million
deaths from overdos-
es between 1999 and
2019, according to the
US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDQ).

Johnson & Johnson
and the largest US drug
distributors - Ameri-
sourceBergen, Cardinal
Health, and McKesson —
have proposed paying a
combined $26bn to end
thousands of opioid
lawsuits.

J&]J has also been ap-
pealing against an Okla-
homa judge’s 2019 rul-

ing that it pay the State

$465m for deceptive
marketing of opioids.
Tuesday’s opioids

trial is one of several
scheduled for this year,
with others underway
in California and West
Virginia.

Drugmakers  Abb-
Vie and Teva Pharma-
ceutical Industries and
several distributors are
among the defendants.

In October, Purdue
Pharma, the maker of
OxyContin painkillers,
reached an $8.3bn set-
tlement and agreed to
plead guilty to criminal
charges to resolve an in-
vestigation into its role
in America’s opioid cri-
sis.
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North Koreans warm over ‘emaciated’
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Kim Jong Un, state media says

Reuters - Everyone in
North Korea is heart-
broken over leader
Kim Jong Un’s appar-
ent weight loss, said an
unidentified resident
of Pyongyang, quoted
on the country’s tightly
controlled state media,
after watching recent
video footage of Kim.

The rare public com-
ment on Kim’s health
come after foreign an-
alysts noted in early
June that the autocratic
leader, who is believed
to be 37, appeared to
have lost a noticeable
amount of weight.

“Seeing  respected

general secretary (Kim
Jong Un) looking ema-
ciated breaks our peo-
ple’s heart so much,”
the man said in an in-
terview aired by state
broadcaster KRT on
Friday. “Everyone is
saying that their tears
welled up,” he said.

In the clip, which
Reuters could not in-
dependently  verify,
Pyongyang residents
were seen watching a
big screen on the street
showing a concert at-
tended by Kim and par-
ty officials after a ple-
nary meeting of their
Workers’ Party of Korea

(WPK). The broadcast
did not provide any de-
tails on what had led to
the weight loss.

When Kim reap-
peared in state media
in June after not be-
ing seen in public for
almost a month, an-
alysts at NK News, a
Seoul-based website
that monitors North
Korea, noted that his
watch appeared to be
fastened more tight-
ly than before around
an apparently slimmer
wrist.

Given Kim's tight
grip on power in North
Korea - and the uncer-

tainty over any plans
for a successor - inter-
national media, spy
agencies, and special-
ists closely watch his
health.

Early last year, spec-
ulation about Kim’s
health exploded after
he missed the birth an-
niversary celebrations
of State founder Kim Il
Sung on April 15, only
to reappear in public
in early May.

In 2014, state media
reported that Kim was
suffering from “dis-
comfort” after a pro-
longed period out of
the public eye.
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Russia battles COVID surge as
Asia-Pacific tightens restrictions

Russia’s capital, Moscow, sees a record num-
ber of daily COVID deaths as Indonesia records
highest number of daily cases.

Al Jazeera - The Rus-
sian capital, Moscow,
has recorded its worst
daily coronavirus
death toll and Indone-
sia has seen the high-
est number of cases
in a day, as countries
across the Asia-Pacif-
ic region extended or
re-imposed  restric-
tions to tackle fresh
waves of COVID-19 in-
fections.

The pandemic has
now killed close to four
million people across
the world. Vaccination
drives have brought
down infection num-
bers in many wealthy
countries, but the Del-

ta variant of the virus
remains a concern.

Delta is in 85 coun-
tries as of Sunday and
is the most conta-
gious of any COVID-19
strain so far identified,
according to the World
Health Organization
(WHO).

Still, in much of Eu-
rope and the United
States, curbs on daily
life are easing as vac-
cination programmes
bear fruit, although
Russia is grappling
with a deadly third
wave.

Moscow on Sun-
day recorded 144
COVID-19 deaths in 24

hours, a day after Saint
Petersburg set the pre-
vious highest figure.
Saint Petersburg has
hosted six Euro 2020
matches and is due to
host a quarter-final on
Friday, with spectator
numbers capped at

k half but still upwards

of 26,000 people.
Russia, as a whole,

has seen an explosion

of new infections since

" mid-June driven by

the Delta variant.

The surge comes as
officials in Moscow are
pushing vaccine-scep-
tic Russians to get in-
oculated after lifting
most anti-virus re-
strictions late last year.

“To stop the pan-
demic, one thing is
needed: rapid, large-
scale vaccinations.
Nobody has invented
any other solution,”
Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin said on Sat-
urday.

The Delta variant is
also increasing fresh
outbreaks in South-
east Asia and Australia
where authorities have
brought back or ex-
tended restrictions.

More than five mil-
lion Sydney residents
endured their first

full day of a two-week
lockdown on Sunday.
Restaurants, bars and
cafes were shuttered
and stay-at-home or-
ders were issued, leav-
ing the city centre vir-
tually deserted.

“Given how conta-
gious this strain of the
virus is, we do antic-
ipate that in the next
few days case numbers
are likely to increase
even beyond what we
have seen today,” New
South Wales State Pre-
mier Gladys Berejik-
lian said.

More than 110
COVID-19 cases have
been reported in Syd-
ney since a driver for
an international flight
crew tested positive in
mid-June for the Delta
variant.

The surge has been
a shock for a place that
had returned to rel-
ative normality after
months with few local
cases.

“The Northern Ter-
ritory is now facing its
biggest threat since
the COVID crisis be-
gan,” Northern Ter-
ritory Chief Minister
Michael Gunner said.
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Turkish police fire tear gas to
disperse Pride march in Istanbul

CNN - Turkish police fired
tear gas to disperse a crowd
that gathered for a Pride pa-
rade in central Istanbul on Sat-
urday, detaining some of those
seeking to take part in an event
banned by local authorities.

Reuters TV video showed
police in riot gear pushing and
dragging people, some wav-
ing rainbow flags as they as-
sembled for the event in a side
street off the city’s central Istik-
lal Avenue.

Some 20 people, including
a photo journalist, were de-
tained, according to media re-
ports.

Turkish authorities have re-
peatedly banned Pride events
in recent years. Before then,
thousands of people used to
take part in the parade on the
Istanbul street.

Turkey has long been a can-
didate to join the European
Union, but its accession pro-
cess has been languishing for
years amid tensions over a va-
riety of issues including human
rights.

On Thursday, a majority
of European Union leaders
vowed, in a joint letter, to con-
tinue combating discrimina-
tion against the LGBTI com-
munity, amid a standoff with
Hungary whose parliament
last week approved a bill that
bans the distribution of mate-
A protester is detained by police at the Pride event in rial in schools deemed to pro-
Istanbul on Saturday. mote homosexuality or gender
change.




COMMUNITY NOTICE

The International Labour
Orrganization (1L0Y) and the
Government of Antigua and
Barbuda presents a FREE 10 ;
Wecks sell-led online COVID *
Reliel Employability Training |
Program focused on Employ-
ability and Entreprencurial
skills.

5

UWI

 FREE!
Training

HOW TO APPLY

= Applicatien forms are svailable

from the One Stop Employment
Cemter (OSEC) bocated om drd
Floar, Afack Building, Redelilfc
Sireed. 51, John's,

= Completed forms should be

returmed 1o OSEC with the
passports or krth certificates
of the spplicant along wiih
Medical Benefits and Social
Security cards,

= Dremilline for the submission of

applications i 2% July, 2021.

= Please note that s Hmbted namber

of persons may gqualily fer modest
asabstance towarids alfending
training wpon demonsiration ol
need.

GOT NEWS?

Send your news stories to
news@pointville.ag
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NOTICE

The Antigua and Barbuda Humane Society is

pleased to advise that all staff and volunteers
at its Animal Shelter and Donkey Sanctuary in
Bethesda have been fully vaccinated against

COVID-19.

Temperature checks, hand sanitizing and
wearing of masks are also in place..

Whether you come to adopt a dog or cat, sign
up for one of our spay/neuter clinics, or come
to visit the donkeys, the Humane Society has
spared no effort make your visit safe.

TELL US
WHAT'S
HAPPENING
IN YOUR
COMMAUNITY.

Submit community notices to

news@pointville.ag
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Veronica €
Campbell-Browr

Retires

KINGSTON, Jamaica — She
is one of Jamaica’s most deco-
rated athletes. Veronica Camp-
bell-Brown on Wednesday an-
nounced that she is hanging up
her spikes after competing for
over two decades at the inter-
national senior level.

Campbell-Brown, 39, who is
one of the most decorated fe-
male sprinters of all time, an-
nounced her retirement from
international track and field on
her official Instagram account.

Regarded as one of the first
stars in Jamaica’s golden era
of athletics, spanning the ear-
ly 2000s into the mid-2010s,
Campbell-Brown closes her
career having won 19 med-
als at the Olympic Games and
World Championships, and 34
as a senior athlete for Jamaica,
including back-to-back 200m
Olympic gold. She also won
World Championships gold in
the 100m at the 2007 Osaka in-
stalment and gold in the 200m
at the 2011 event in Daegu.

‘A life in sport dedicated
to service to her country with
self-[sacrificing] love which
earned her indisputable cre-
dentials on the track,” said
Christopher Samuda, President
of the Jamaica Olympic Associ-

ation. “More than the gold she
garnered at several internation-
al events was her commitment
to pioneer for the good of suc-
cessive generations. Her value
transcends her admirable im-
prints on the track and resides
in the lessons she has taught
and will give to those have the
courage to followin her strides.”

Samuda underscored that
Campbell-Brown’s achieve-
ments were second to none and
her legacy will live on forever.
“Her Olympic career, particu-
larly her 200m achievements,
is an example to aspiring ath-
letes, and many will recall her
victories in Athens and Beijing
which captured our hearts and
ignited national pride,” Samu-
da said.

FRASER-PRYCE
CAMPBELL-BROWN

Another Jamaican sprinting
icon, Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce,
also took to social media to hail
Campbell-Brown.

“Thank you for leading the
way @VCampbellBrown!! Car-
rying the torch and continuing
the legacy for Jamaica,” Fras-
er-Pryce posted on her official
Twitter account.

In announcing her retire-
ment, Campbell-Brown stated

HAILS

SPORTS NEWS

[

Veronica Campbell-Brown

that she was thrilled with her
achievements over the years
and pointed out that she would
continue to focus on her foun-
dation, as well as her line of fit-
ness products and motivational
speaking engagements.

“What a journey it has been!
Through the grace of God, I
have [come from] a small town
in Trelawny, Jamaica, up the
ladder of success to become
one of the most decorated
women in the Olympic Games
and World Championships his-
tory,” Campbell-Brown said.

“All glory to the Lord for my
successes. He blessed me with
the talent, the will to stay fo-
cused, and the requisite work
ethics. He placed authentic
people in my life who served as
pillars of strength as I maneu-
vered the highs and lows which
littered my athletic career,” she
said. Campbell-Brown’s an-
nouncement came on Inter-
national Olympic Day and one
day before the start of Jamaica’s
Olympic Trials.

“As I take off my spikes nev-
er to put them on again, this
girl from Clarks Town walks
away happy and contented
with a race well run,” Camp-
bell-Brown continued.
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West Indies Women to
Host Pakistan Women

s MATCH SCHEDULE

WI WOMEN v PAK WOMEN

JUNE 30 - JULY 18

T201 SERIES [Jll ODI SERIES |

17 T20I 15 ODI

JUME 30 JULY OF

2% 1201 280 ODI

JULY 02 LY 00
3R0 T20I1

JULY 04 3% J,_?Eg

4™ ODI

JULY 15

5™ ODI

JULY 18
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Itinerary for Pakistan Women's series

The West Indies will clash
with Pakistan in an eight-
match white ball series here
starting later this month,
marking the women’s first
home series since the out-
break of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The three-match T20
International series will run
from 30th June to 4th July,
followed by a five-match One
Day International (ODI) se-
ries from 7-18 July 2021.

In a move aimed at devel-
oping the wider pool of play-
ers, the international series
will be played alongside a
six-match white ball series
between West Indies Wom-

ens A and Pakistan Wom-
en’s A, which is expected to
result in double headers at
the Sir Vivian Richards Stadi-
um and the Coolidge Cricket
Ground. “This is a very sig-
nificant home tour for our
women and we are delight-
ed that our counterparts at
Pakistan Cricket Board have
worked with us to arrange
these two series despite all
the challenges we face with
COVID-19,” said Cricket West
Indies’ (CWI) Director of
Cricket, Jimmy Adams.

“CWI continues to invest in
our international women’s
program by hosting extend-
ed high performance camps

between tours, two of which
have already been held this
year. “In addition, the oppor-
tunity to host our first ever
‘A’ Team series is brilliant, as
it means that our developing
players will get the chance to
compete against high qual-
ity international opponents
and push for selection to the
senior team.” He continued:
“The series is also an import-
ant part of our preparation
for the ICC Women'’s Cricket
World Cup qualifiers in De-

cember.
“Our goal post this Pakistan

series is to have our squad
play against more interna-
tional opposition and take
part in our regional tourna-
ment before heading to the
qualifiers in Sri Lanka at the
end of the year.”

West Indies women have
seen precious little action
since the pandemic forced
the global cessation of cricket
last year, with CWI forced to
cancel several home series.

However, they helped her-
ald the return of interna-
tional women’s cricket last
September when they toured
England for five Twenty20 In-
ternational.

West Indies women, under
new coach Courtney Walsh,
have been heavily involved in
preparation since the start of
the year with two high perfor-
mance camps already staged
in Antigua.
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Los Angeles Clippers
versus Phoenix Suns

The Phoenix Suns de-
feated the Los Angeles
Clippers 84-80 during
a slugfest on a night
that neither team shot
the ball well. It was the
former Clipper, Chris
Paul, who made some
crucial free throws at
the end to seal the win
for the Suns.

Devin Booker scored
25 points for the Suns
before fouling out in
the final minute to give
the Suns the victory
and take a 3-1 series
lead. The Suns can ad-
vance to the NBA finals
for the first time since
1993 with a win to-
night.

Paul George 23
points, 16 rebounds
and six assists together
with Reggie Jackson 20
points were notenough
to stave off the Phoenix
Suns. George fouled
out with one second
left in the game. There
was hardly any other
meaningful contribu-
tions from the start-
ers or the bench. The
Clippers struggled with
poor shooting in all but
the third quarter.

Booker led all scorers
with 25 points and, in-
terestingly, no assists.
He was supported by
Deandre Ayton who
had 19 points and 22
rebounds.

Game 5 is tonight in
Phoenix.

Milwaukee Bucks
versus Atlanta Hawks

Order has been re-
stored in the Eastern
Conference final se-
ries as the Milwaukee

Bucks  convincingly
defeated the Atlanta
Hawks 125-91. Mil-

waukee knew that the
key to tying the series
was making sure that
Trae Young didn't take
over the game again.
They did just that and
so much more on Fri-

day night. Giannis An-
tetokounmpo scored

25 points, Jhrue Holi-
day added 22 points as
the Bucks blew away
the Atlanta Hawks in
Game 2. The Bucks led
by as much as 41 after
a heart breaking defeat
in Game 1. At the same
time, they made some
adjustments on the de-

fensive end which paid
great dividends. The

Bucks never trailed.
Both teams rested
their starters for the
entire fourth quarter.
Danilo Gallinari had 12
points and John Col-
lins and Cam Reddish
each added 11 for the
Hawks.

Antetokounmpo’s
early exit due to the

lopsided score resulted
in the end of his fran-
chise-record string of
six straight games in
which he had at least
30 points and 10 re-
bounds. The last play-
er to collect at least 30
points and 10 rebounds
in six straight playoff
games was Shaquille
O’Neal in 2002.

The series continues
tomorrow in Atlanta
with pivotal Game 4.
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CG Insurance T20
Internatlonal Series

ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada — On
Saturday, Evin Lewis smashed
a 35-ball 71 to lead West Indies
in response to South Africa’s 160
for six during the 1st CG Insur-
ance T20 International. Earlier,
Fabian Allen and Dwayne Bravo
picked up two wickets each to
restrict the visitors to abelow par
total. West Indies went from be-
ing completely outplayed in the
Test series to truly outplaying
South Africa in the opening T20
International of the five-match
series. Rassie van der Dussen
was South Africa’s top-scorer
with 56 not out. He was support-
ed by Quinton de Kock who had
37. There were no other scores
of note during the South Afri-
can innings. Chris Gayle 32 not
out, Andre Fletcher 30, and An-
dre Russell 23 not out, were the
other scores of note during the
West Indies reply. West Indies
made South Africa’s total look

1nsufﬁc1ent and forced Temba
Bavuma, in his first match as
T20I captain, to consider team
balance and strategy. West In-
dies won by eight wickets with
30 balls to spare. Meanwhile, on
Sunday, South Africa success-
fully defended their total to lev-
el the series. Batting first, South
Africa made 166 for seven from
their allotment of 20 overs. Cap-
tain Teva Bavuma led from the
front with 46. He was supported
at the top of the innings by Ree-
za Hendricks who got 42. Obed
McCoy was the most successful
West Indian bowler with 3 for
25, while Kevin Sinclair grabbed
2 for 23. West Indies lost wickets
regularly in their pursuit of 167
for victory. The opening pair of
Andre Fletcher and Evin Lew-
is got the West Indies off to a
flyer. Fletcher top-scored with
35, while Fabian Allen 34, and
Evin Lewis 21, were the main

contributors to the West Indies’
reply. Kagiso Rabada was the
chief wicket taker for South Af-
rica with 3 for 37. He was sup-
ported by George Linde with 2
for 19. However, it was the South
African spinners who restricted
the West Indies during the mid-
dle overs. West Indies lost the
match by 16 runs. The series is
now tied at 1-1 and continues
tomorrow for the 3rd CG Insur-
ance T20 International.

Remaining Schedule:

3rd CG Insurance T20I at Na-
tional Cricket Stadium: 29th
June

4th CG Insurance T20I at Na-
tional Cricket Stadium: 1st July

5th CG Insurance T20I at Na-
tional Cricket Stadium: 3rd July
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