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HURRICANE COVID, THE KILLER 
STORM WE CAN PUSH BACK

Another hurricane sea-
son is upon us. All hopes 
that we would by now 
have put the COVID-19 
pandemic behind us – 
or at least gotten more 
confidently on top of it – 
have been confounded, 
if not outright dashed.
COVID-19 has forced 
the entire world into 
seemingly never-ending 
revisions of projected 
timelines for “reopen-
ing” and “returning to 
normal”. These predic-

tions are almost always 
exposed for what they 
really were: our own 
bewilderment and des-
peration dressed up in 
the belief that hope can 
be forged from an alloy 
of wishful thinking ex-
pressed with a façade of 
confidence.
The twin perils, the 
double jeopardies, of 
having to prepare for 
and possibly face again 
another irascible Irma 
or merciless Maria 

while already struggling 
with COVID-19 is sure-
ly a convergence that 
most of us would have 
wished and hoped and 
prayed no end against.
But maybe one good 
that can come out of it 
is to force upon us the 
impetus to reflect on 
how we have disadvan-
taged ourselves by our 
perennial stubbornness 
and uncooperativeness 
in respect of prepar-
ing for hurricanes and 

horrendous flooding 
such as we had last No-
vember; to comply with 
evacuation directives; 
to avoid going to sea or 
on the beaches; or to be 
out sightseeing the ef-
fects of storms when we 
should be indoors.
This kind of stubborn-
ness and non-compli-
ance with the directives 
of lawful authority may 
have become so em-
bedded and ingrained 
in us that it easily ex-

EDITORIAL
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GUYANESE IN A&B 
ENCOURAGED TO 

CONSIDER RETURN
by Shelton Daniel

Guyana’s President has hailed 
Antigua and Barbuda for hav-
ing “always been a great friend” 
of his country. Dr. Mohammed 
Irfaan spoke glowingly of the 

twin-island State during an 
interview Tuesday morning 
on Pointe FM’s Starting Pointe 
program.
He promised that the nascent 
but rapidly burgeoning eco-
nomic prosperity of his re-

source-rich South American 
country “would definitely lead 
to [Guyana] having more to 
share” with Antigua and Bar-
buda and other fellow mem-
ber countries of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM).Pres-

plains the lack of disci-
pline and the difficulty 
so many of us have been 
bound by in adhering to 
the COVID-19 protocols 
as they pertain to mask 
wearing, social distanc-
ing, limits on gathering, 
etc. 
The results of this lack 
of conditioning to re-

spond in concert to 
what is meant for our 
safety and wellbeing 
have been almost di-
sastrous – as we would 
have seen in the almost 
overwhelming explo-
sion of cases following 
the last yuletide season 
that was packed with vi-
olations, both mindless 

and defiant.
May the lessons we 
have learned and the 
experiences we have 
accumulated drill and 
instill in us a far great-
er resourcefulness and 
resoluteness to face and 
triumph over this duo of 
dangers that confronts 
us – one for the next six 

months, the other un-
til we take seriously the 
duty to achieve herd 
immunity. We cannot 
alter one of these two 
timelines – the hurri-
cane season – but we 
definitely can influence 
and decisively shorten 
the other.

Guyana’s President Dr. Irfaan Ali.
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ident Ali, whose PPP/
Civic alliance came to 
power in August last 
year following victo-
ry in the elections of 
March 2020, said the 
tremendous econom-
ic growth ignited in 
Guyana by its oil and 
gas sector – which 
shows every sign of 
becoming quite lu-
crative – would make 
possible and present 
“great opportunities 
for both Antigua and 
Guyana”.
He gave the assur-
ance that “a successful 

Guyana will share its 
resources with CAR-
ICOM,” adding, “We 
see ourselves as a lit-
eral part of CARICOM, 
and we see our suc-
cess as that of CAR-
ICOM’s success itself.”
Expanding further 
on his sense of Guy-
ana’s oneness with the 
wider regional com-
munity, President Ali 
added: “As a matter of 
fact, when we speak 
about local content or 
extended local con-
tent, it is the Carib-
bean Community.” 

Addressing himself 
directly to the pro-
portionately sizeable 
Guyanese diaspora in 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
Dr. Ali told them: 
“You know Antigua 
has been a good sec-
ond home to you, but I 
ask you also to look to 
the opportunities that 
are coming in Guyana. 
Feel free to contact us, 
to be part of this prog-
ress, to come back 
home and be part of 
one single community 
– the Caribbean Com-
munity. We want the 

opportunities to be 
spread; and of course 
our diaspora must 
play a key and import-
ant role in building the 
future Guyana and in 
contributing to devel-
opment of the future 
Guyana.” President 
Ali ended by “wishing 
the people of Antigua 
and Barbuda nothing 
but the best, and to 
continue to stay safe 
and healthy. I just pray 
that you continue to 
be safe [amid] the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic.”
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PM BROWNE ENGAGES MEPS ON 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne on Tuesday, 
continued his diplo-
matic outreach and en-
gagement with Mem-
bers of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) on 
issues affecting Antigua 
and Barbuda’s national 
interest
The engagement was 
held in a virtual meeting 
with Hon. Pierrette Her-
zberger-Fofana, a mem-
ber of the Greens/Euro-
pean Alliance Group.
 Ms. Herzberger-Fofa-
na is a member of the 

European Parliament’s 
Delegation to the Car-
iforum-EU Parliamen-
tary Committee (DCAR) 
which monitors the 
implementation of the 
Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA) be-
tween the European 
Union and the 15 Car-
iforum member states.  
The institutional struc-
tures established by the 
EPA include the Cari-
forum-EU Parliamen-
tary Committee which 
serves as a forum for 
MEPs and parliamen-

tarians from Cariforum 
countries to meet and 
exchange views. The 
Cariforum-EU Parlia-
mentary Committee 
has 30 members.
PM Gaston Browne be-
gan the meeting by call-
ing for an enhanced di-
alogue between the EU 
and Cariforum mem-
bers in order for the EU 
side to be fully briefed 
on the real issues affect-
ing the smallest of the 
Cariforum members. 
He pointed out that the 
OECS countries require 

special attention be-
cause of their small size 
and the structural dis-
advantages which make 
them especially vul-
nerable. He introduced 
the idea of special and 
differential treatment 
by the EU for the OECS 
members of Cariforum.
The country’s leader 
gave a brief outline of the 
state of the economies 
in the Eastern Caribbe-
an which highlighted 
the fiscal pressure that 
many countries were 
under, especially since 

Cont’d on pg 5
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the onset of the global 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
The problem of de-risk-
ing by banks in the 
region was also high-
lighted by PM Browne, 
and he emphasized the 
need for both sides to 
work together to miti-
gate the risks posed by 
this development. 
MEP Herzberger-Fof-
ana, who was born in 
Mali but is a citizen of 
Germany, expressed 
her support for issues of 
climate resilience with 
which the Cariforum 
has been struggling. As 
a member of the Greens 
Party in Germany, she 
said her party is a nat-
ural ally in the fight for 
climate resilience; and 
that Cariforum mem-
bers would get a sym-
pathetic hearing from 
MEPs on the issue of cli-
mate justice. 
PM Browne said he was 
hopeful that the con-
versation would also 
include the question 
of climate funding for 
mitigation and adapta-
tion to allow Cariforum 
members to effectively 
transition to green en-
ergy.
Browne also took the 
opportunity to make 
the case for the CIP pro-
grammes being oper-
ated by various OECS 
member states. 
“The fact of the matter 
is,” Mr. Browne stated, 
“that our CIPs repre-

sent not only debt-free 
foreign investment, but 
significant public reve-
nue of between 15-40%, 
without which the state 
itself would be endan-
gered.”
PM Browne went on 
to outline the impor-
tance of the EU Schen-
gen visa-free travel ar-
rangements to the CIP 
programmes of the 
Cariforum region, and 
he  urged the EU to en-
gage in an open dia-
logue with members in 
order to avoid adverse 
and unintended conse-
quences from EU policy 
choices. The damage to 

OECS economies and 
societies from such EU 
action, he pointed out, 
would be catastrophic.
On the issue of so-called 
‘offshore tax jurisdic-
tions’, PM Browne was 
emphatic that unilater-
al EU sanctions on Car-
iforum members that 
they deem ‘non-com-
pliant’ was not the way 
to go. Instead he urged 
dialogue and technical 
assistance for the small-
est Cariforum states to 
address whatever leg-
islative and policy defi-
ciencies may be identi-
fied. The prime minister 
also extended an official 

invitation to MEP Pier-
rette Herzberger-Fofana 
to visit Antigua and Bar-
buda in the near future 
to see the conditions 
on the ground at the 
interface between EU 
policies and regional 
development. The par-
liamentarian respond-
ed that she was fully 
vaccinated and ready to 
go. 
The series of meetings is 
being facilitated by the 
International Migration 
Council (IMC) in Paris 
headed by Mr. Bruno 
L’ecuyer.
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XPZ SUPERMARKET BURNT TO THE 
GROUND…FIRE JUDGED ‘SUSPICIOUS’

Fire tenders from three 
fire stations were called 
into action to combat 
a raging fire that burnt 
the XPZ (Chinese) su-
permarket located on 
the Sir Sydney Walling 
Highway on the out-
skirts of St. John’s.
Fire Chief Elvis Weaver 
reported that the call 
came into the St. John’s 
Fire Station at 2:35 a.m. 

and when they arrived 
on the scene the Super-
market was engulfed in 
flames along with two 
adjacent building in the 
back.
He said the fire was a 
difficult one to combat 
and it has raised suspi-
cion about its origin. 
“We have ruled the 
cause of the fire ‘suspi-
cious’ as not only the 

supermarket has been 
flattened, but a second 
structure in the back 
that housed nine Chi-
nese employees was 
also destroyed. So far 
one of the Chinese na-
tionals has not been 
accounted for,” Weaver 
revealed.
He also provided details 
of the intensity of the 
fire and how the fire was 

fought by firemen and 
volunteers.
“The fire was so intense 
that we had to call for 
backup from the All 
Saints Fire Station and 
even after they arrived 
we had to call for addi-
tional backup from the 
Coolidge Fire Station 
as well. The supermar-
ket was constructed 
with galvanise sheet-
ing and that soon col-
lapsed because of the 
fire. It’s been so intense 
that we had to seek the 
assistance of Mr. Maul-
vin ‘Echo’ Edwards of 
Maulvin Trucking who 
assisted us with provid-
ing several trucks of wa-
ter as well as a backhoe 
to help fight the fire,” 
Weaver explained.
During the fire at the su-
permarket, Weaver said 
there were numerous 
explosions from the ar-
eas where the alcohol 
beverages were shelved 
as well as from the var-
ious aerosol cans.
In addition to the fire 
at the supermarket, 
the firemen also had to 
rush to Liberta where 
an abandoned wood 
and concrete house was 
burnt to the ground.
Weaver said investiga-
tions into the cause of 
both fires are ongoing.

Fire Chief Elvis Weaver



WEDNESDAY 2 JUNE 2021PAGE 8 LOCAL NEWS

FETE PROMOTORS AND 
GOVERNMENT AGREE ON A 

RESTART OF PARTY SEASON

The country’s major fete 
promotors have agreed 
on a set of measures de-
signed to see the restart 
of the party season some 
15 months after its forced 
closure due to the corona-
virus pandemic. The pro-
motors have announced 
that with the blessing of 
the ministry of health, 
they have set July 16 as 
the date when the first 
such event takes place 
in the country since the 
lockdown caused by the 
pandemic in March of last 
year.
But it won’t be business as 
usual for patrons attend-
ing these social events. 
Everyone attending all 
future fetes will first have 
to be fully vaccinated. Ad-
ditionally, all staff at the 

events from security to 
bar attendants must also 
be fully vaccinated. In-
terim Board members of 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Promotors Association, 
Jime Hunte, Chalita Rose 
and Joseph Warner told a 
news conference on Mon-
day that the number one 
priority for the promotors 
is the health and safety 
of people attending the 
fetes, “While we recog-
nize that fetes are not just 
about partying, they are a 
significant driver in the lo-
cal economy. We saw this 
as an opportunity to do 
something unique for the 

country while at the same 
time observing the health 
protocols,” Rose stated.
The date of July 16 to re-
start the fetes was also se-
lected because it is around 
that time that most peo-
ple who have been vacci-
nated so far would have 
had their second shot.
Hunte explained that sev-
eral measures have been 
agreed upon by the pro-
motors and officials at the 
ministry of health.  
“The important measure 
is that everyone has to be 
vaccinated; everyone at 
the venue irrespective of 
their roles. Essentially, we 

Chalita Rose, Managing Director of 
Marketing Machine
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will be creating a bubble 
and we are asking people 
[who] travel in groups to 
stay together as much as 
possible and to continue 
wearing masks, except 
for eating or drinking,” he 
noted,
He further explained 
that each event will have 
hand-washing stations 
as well as clearly defined 
entrances and exits. There 
will also be temperature 
checks on entry for every-
one. Where an individual’s 
temperature is outside 
normal range, that person 
will be placed in a special 
area where they will be 
further checked by health 
department personnel. 
Only after individuals 
clear this procedure will 
they be allowed to pro-
ceed into the event. 
The promotors have re-
ported that new systems 
are going into effect gov-
erning ticket purchases 
and entry.  
“There will be no gate 

sales; all tickets will be 
sold virtually through a 
ticketing app. We encour-
age patrons to purchase 
tickets at least 48-hours 
in advance to allow for 
confirmation by the Min-
istry of Health that the 
purchaser has been fully 
vaccinated. Your phone 
will be your ticket,” Hunte 
further declared.     
Under the new system, 
when someone purchases 
a ticket, the name is sub-
mitted to the Ministry for 
verification that this indi-
vidual has been fully vac-
cinated. No one will be al-
lowed to purchase tickets 
for other persons unless 
their information is also 
provided. The promotors 
say they intend to under-
take a campaign of their 
own to encourage people 
to get vaccinated. They are 
hoping that many people 
will be vaccinated so the 
upcoming fete season can 
be a success.
They also indicated that 

in the first phase of the re-
start of fetes, the numbers 
will be kept at 300 per-
sons, which will increase 
over time as more people 

get vaccinated and pro-
motors fine tune their op-
erations.                   
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STILL JUST 5 
ACTIVE CASES!

The Ministry of Health, 
Wellness and the En-
vironment has not re-
ceived any new reports 
from the Sir Lester Bird 
Mount St. John Med-
ical Centre or the Ca-
ribbean Public Health 
Agency (CARPHA) as 
of Sunday 30th May 
2021 at 6pm. Conse-
quently, the total num-
ber of persons with 
laboratory confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in 
Antigua and Barbu-
da remains one thou-
sand two hundred and 
sixty (1260); which is 

inclusive of five (5) 
active cases.   There is 
one hospitalized case 
where the symptoms 
are considered to be 
mild.   Meanwhile, 
thirty three thousand 
four hundred and six-
ty-three (33,463) first 
doses of the Covid-19 
vaccines have been 
administered, while 
sixteen thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-six 
(16,866) second dos-
es were administered.
The dashboard has 
been updated to reflect 
these changes.
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APUA UPDATES BARBUDA COUNCIL ON 
ENERGY RESILIENCE PROJECT

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua, June 
1st, 2021 – On the heels of 
the installation of a new 
Barbuda Council, the 
APUA Electricity Business 
Unit, along with Resident 
British High Commis-
sioner, members of CDB 
and the UKCIF, met with 
the new Barbuda Council 
members on Wednesday 
May 19th, 2021 on the sis-
ter isle to provide an up-
date on the Barbuda Ener-
gy Resilience Project. 
Following the passage of 
Hurricane Irma in 2017, 
95% of the Barbuda elec-
tricity network was dam-
aged. Upon completion, 
the project will deliver un-
dergrounding of approxi-
mately 8 Km of electricity 
cables, solar and battery 
back-up electricity sup-
ply to eleven government 
buildings, assistance with 
reconnection of any cus-
tomer who remain off the 

grid since the passage hur-
ricane Irma and the deliv-
ery of a renewable energy 
integration study. 
Project coordinator Win-
ston Whyte provided an 
overview of the project 
to the sitting members of 
the Council. Since the last 
meeting between APUA, 
Project Consultants and 
the former Barbuda Coun-
cil on October 14th, 2020, 
consultants have been re-
cruited to ensure the full 
complement of experts 
is met for the execution 
phase of the project. 
Present at the meeting 
were Jacquelyn Frank, 
Chairperson of the Bar-
buda Council, Winston 
Whyte, Project Coordina-
tor for the Barbuda Energy 
Resilience Project – APUA 
Electricity Business Unit 
and other members of the 
APUA team (in-person), 
Lindsay Thompson, Res-

ident British High Com-
missioner for Antigua and 
Barbuda, Andrew Dupig-
ny, Head of Infrastructure 
Partnerships at the Carib-
bean Development Bank 
and other project consul-
tants joined remotely. 
The Council members had 
the opportunity to pose 
questions to the panel on 
a range of topics to include 
the placement of man-
holes, the social support 
programme for persons 
who may be still without 
electricity and the areas 
within Barbuda that will 
benefit from the new resil-
ient infrastructure. 
Whyte advised that as the 
project gets closer to exe-
cution and the construc-
tion of manholes begins 
road users in Barbuda can 
expect temporary road 
closures and traffic dis-
ruptions. The Council has 
committed its full support 

to the venture. The Barbu-
da Council also agreed to 
assign a new Project Liai-
son Officer. The Project Li-
aison Officer is responsible 
for keeping the Barbuda 
Council up-to-date on the 
progress of the project and 
to keep the community 
abreast of activities related 
to the project. APUA and 
the Barbuda Energy Resil-
ience Project team await 
the Council’s candidate for 
the post.

Participants at recent Barbuda Council meeting with APUA
AUCTION SALE 

NOTICE

Instructed by the ANTIGUA AND BAR-
BUDA DEVELOPMENT BANK of 27 St. 
Mary’s Street, in the City of Saint John, 
in the State of Antigua and Barbuda, I 
will sell by public auction on Tuesday 
06 July 2021 at 10:00 a.m. on site, the 
under mentioned property under the ad-
ministration of Mr. Sawandi Merchant, 
Administrator of the Estate of the late Ms. 
Colleen Lovence, formerly of New Win-
thorpes, St. Georges’s, Antigua.

The property is located at Lamberts in 
New Winthorpes, St. George’s, Antigua 
and consists of a parcel of land of an area 
of approximately 5,449 sq. ft./ 0.1 acre, 
with a single storey, two (2) bedroom, one 
(1) bathroom wooden dwelling thereon. 
The service lines for potable water, elec-
tricity and telephone which are provided 
by A.P.U.A are accessible to the property.
The land is registered under the Regis-
tered Land Act, 1975 as follows:-

REGISTRATION SECTION: 
Cassada Gardens & New Winthorpes 

BLOCK:    
42 1995E

PARCEL:    
256

Parcel No. 256 of Block No. 42 1995E is 
bounded by the following:

On the North by: Parcel 251;

On the South by: Public Road; 

On the East by: Public Road;

On the West by: Parcel 255   

Particulars of the sale can be 

obtained from:
Mr. Trevor ‘Teddy’ Santos

Licensed Auctioneer
Office: (268) 562-7653

Cell & WhatsApp: (268) 464-7653

Email: info@go-going-gone.com
Instagram: tts_auction_antigua

Facebook: Auction Antigua
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HRPAB’S POSITION ON 
MANDATORY VACCINATION

Despite the wel-
comed reduction in 
COVID-19 cases in 
Antigua and Barbuda 
and the reports of no 
one hospitalized with 
the disease for the last 
two weeks, there is 
still some concern in 
officialdom regarding 
a reduction as well in 
persons volunteering 
to take the vaccine. In 
a recent update from 
the Health Ministry, 
thirty-three thousand, 
two hundred and 
twenty-nine (33,229) 
persons had received 
their first dose of the 
Oxford Astra-Zeneca 
vaccine, while fifteen 
thousand, five hun-
dred and thirty-one 
(15,531) of those had 
received their sec-
ond dose. Accord-
ing to health officials 
this is well below the 
rate expected and 

Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne has been 
expressing, for weeks 
now, his concern for 
all of us and the “dire 
consequences if we do 
not achieve herd im-
munity within a rea-
sonable time”.
This has led to many 
discussions in the 
media regarding the 
methods being used, 
and some that have 
been proposed, to en-
courage citizens and 
residents to be vac-
cinated. There have 
been numerous de-
bates mostly on social 
media about the pros 
and cons of mandato-
ry vaccination policies 
and their legality or 
possible contraven-
tion of one’s human 
rights. As Human Re-
source (HR) practi-
tioners, we are called 
upon to balance the 

employee’s right to 
choose with our re-
sponsibility to keep 
our workplace safe 
for our employees, 
customers and visi-
tors as the COVID- 19 
Pandemic is a public 
health issue.
We were pleased to see 
the report from Parlia-
ment held on Tuesday 
May 25, 2021 where 
PM Browne said that 
there were no plans 
by the government 
to pass legislation to 
make vaccinations 
mandatory. HRPAB 
is not in agreement 
with employers man-
dating vaccination as 
a condition of con-
tinued employment 
and still believes that 
taking vaccines ought 
to be an individual 
choice. However, we 
believe that persons 
must be educated and 

informed as much as 
possible on what the 
vaccine is, how it is ex-
pected to work in the 
body to offer protec-
tion against the virus 
and the possible ad-
verse effects and risks 
of taking the vaccine. 
As an association, we 
also believe that every 
voice must be heard 
and the concerns ad-
dressed. We acknowl-
edge that there are 
some mischievous 
and unfounded argu-
ments being made but 
also recognize that 
there are persons with 
real fears and con-
cerns about the vac-
cine’s ingredients, the 
relative speed of its 
development, its us-
age approval process, 
and the fact that we 
do not have a choice 
yet in Antigua and 
Barbuda of which vac-
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cine to take. We also 
understand the argu-
ment being made for 
getting back to “some 
form of normalcy” 
where persons can get 
back to work and the 
economy can be given 
a chance to thrive.
We continue to ap-
plaud the work of the 
local health workers 
and how they have 
been trying to address 
the public’s concerns. 
We believe that more 
could be accom-

plished with a targeted 
and continuous public 
education campaign. 
It is important to un-
derstand why people 
are hesitant to take the 
vaccine and address 
that. We disagree with 
the politicization of 
this matter and sug-
gest that all groups 
use their influence to 
assist persons to un-
derstand vaccines so 
that they can make 
an educated decision. 
We also deem it im-
portant at this time for 
us as a nation to hear 
from convalesced 
COVID-19 patients 
who were hospitalized 
and can speak of their 
experiences so that 
we can appreciate the 
magnitude of the ef-
fects that this disease 
has on the body even 
after recovery.
We understand that 
for some industries, 
achieving herd immu-
nity is critical to their 
business operations. 
The retail and banking 
sectors come to mind. 
A successful vaccina-
tion campaign will be 
critical as well to the 
hospitality industry to 
appease visitors and 
tourists and to keep 
workers and their 
families safe.
Caribbean Epidemiol-
ogist, Dr. Angie Rose, 

previously at the Uni-
versity of the West In-
dies (UWI), Cave Hill 
and now working in 
France, sums it up this 
way, “The question 
is whether you have 
been given enough 
information before 
the vaccine on the risk 
of severity and death 
from the disease ver-
sus the risks of severe 
side effects and death 
from the vaccine so 
that you can make 
your own informed 
choice”.So, what do 
we suggest? As we had 
expressed in an article 
published on March 
10 of this year, orga-
nizations need to ini-
tiate vaccine educa-
tion programmes and 
listening meetings 
so that the perspec-
tives of the undecided 
could be heard. Em-
ployees who have tak-
en the vaccine should 
also be invited to share 
their experiences in-
cluding any adverse 
reactions that they 
would have had. All 
efforts must be made 
to reassure employees 
that their continued 
employment is con-
tingent only on their 
performance. We ad-
vocate working with 
unions and other em-
ployee representatives 
to formulate a policy 

that would include 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s 
for those who do not 
want the vaccine. For 
example, regular test-
ing or working from 
home where possible. 
Companies need to 
also celebrate success 
stories to enforce and 
validate positive be-
haviours.
The Human Resource 
Professionals of An-
tigua and Barbuda 
(HRPAB) is a regis-
tered non- profit, 
professional associa-
tion dedicated to the 
advancement of the 
HR profession for na-
tional development.
We began informal-
ly from 2009 and le-
gally registered in 
2011. HRPAB’s grow-
ing membership rep-
resents private and 
public organizations 
as well as indepen-
dent consultants spe-
cializing in one or 
more areas of human 
resource manage-
ment and develop-
ment. Membership is 
offered for three cat-
egories: profession-
al, non- professional, 
and honorary. You 
may contact us via 
email at hrpro.ab@
gmail.com or on Face-
book and Instagram 
@HRPro268

NOTICE
TO: HER WORSHIP

The Licensing Magistrate

Magistrate`s Court

Gray`s Farm

St. John’s

Antigua

TO: COMMISSIONER OF POLICE

Police Headquarters

American Road

St. John`s

Antigua

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 
TAVERN LICENCE FOR BUSINESS

REGISTERED AS
NEON LIGHTS ENTERPRISE

We, Bruce Ishorn Stevens and 
Nikkiesha Kalisha Edwards, DO 

HEREBY GIVE NOTICE, that it is our 
intention to apply at the next sitting of 
the Liquor Licence Court to be held at 
the Magistrate`s Court, Grays Farm, 

St. John`s Antigua on Thursday 1st day 
of July, 2021 next ensuing for a Tavern 

license in respect of premises known as 
“Neon Lights Enterprise” situated Craven 
Road, Ottos, in the Parish of St. John`s, 
Antigua pursuant to Section 11 (5) of the 
Licensing (Intoxicating Liquor) Act Cap 

249 of the laws of Antigua and Barbuda, 
Revised edition 1992.

Dated the 26th day of May, 2021

Bruce Ishorn Stevens                                                                
Nikkiesha Kalisha Edwards

268-721-2235        
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LAUNCH OF ROYAL COMMONWEALTH 
SOCIETY ANTIGUA-BARBUDA BRANCH

LOCAL NEWS

The Antigua and Barbuda 
Branch of the Royal Com-
monwealth Society (RCS) 
was launched Tuesday 
morning at Government 
House. In attendance were 
His Excellency Sir Rodney 
Williams (Patron), Her 
Excellency Lady Williams 
(President), Resident Brit-
ish Commissioner to An-
tigua and Barbuda, Lindsy 
Thompson, and members 
of the RCS Executive Board 
— Patrice Skerritt, John 
Duffy and Joanne Turner.
H.E. Lady Williams ex-
pressed appreciation to 
both the British Govern-
ment (via the Resident 
British  Commissioner) 
and the Barbados Branch 
of the Royal  Common-
wealth Society, for provid-
ing financial assistance 
in order to commence 

the Antigua and Barbu-
da Branch.  Lady Williams 
outlined that there are sev-
eral initiatives which the 
body will be undertaking 
over the coming months.  
“One of the first things 
we wish to encourage is 
greater participation in 
the Queen’s Common-
wealth Essay Competition, 
which draws to a close at 
the end of June,” she said. 
“Last year, there was only 
one entry from Antigua 
and Barbuda. We hope 
that many more young 
people will participate in 
2021, in both the junior 
and senior categories. The 
winner and runner-up will 
be flown to London for a 
week of educational and 
cultural events, which will 
culminate in an awards 
ceremony and medal pre-

sentation.” Patron  of the 
RCS Antigua Branch, H.E. 
the Governor General Sir 
Rodney Williams, recalled 
that in 2016 the Barbados 
Branch had made a com-
pelling presentation at the 
Governor General’s Con-
ference in St. Kitts, which 
has now resulted in the 
setup of a similar opera-
tion in Antigua and Barbu-
da.  “This is the 153rd year 
of the Society’s existence, 
and history has shown 
that the RCS has played 
a significant part in all of 
the member Common-
wealth continents  — and 
quite significantly in Afri-
ca. Upon his release from 
prison, the Royal  Com-
monwealth Society was 
asked to host the first press 
conference for Nelson 
Mandela on a visit to Lon-

don. The overall vision is 
for closer people to people 
collaboration and stronger 
engagement, especially 
for the youth.” About the 
Royal Commonwealth So-
ciety: The Royal Common-
wealth Society (RCS) is a 
network of individuals and 
organisations committed 
to improving the lives and 
prospects of  Common-
wealth citizens across the 
world. Through youth 
empowerment, education 
and high-level advocacy, 
the Society champions 
the importance of literacy, 
equality and inclusion, the 
environment and connect-
ed  communities across 
the Commonwealth’s 54 
member nations.   The 
Society’s unique position 
within the Common-
wealth family allows it to 
play a pivotal role in con-
vening and connecting the 
Commonwealth’s political 
and diplomatic represen-
tatives, as well as indus-
try, civil society, academ-
ic and business leaders, 
on a wide range of issues. 
Founded in 1868, the RCS 
is non-partisan, indepen-
dent of governments and 
relies on public generos-
ity to  achieve its mission. 
Other RCS branches in the 
Caribbean are Barbados 
(registered in 1985), Trini-
dad and Tobago, Jamaica, 
and the Cayman Islands.

(L-R): Patrice Skerritt (RCS Board Director), Joanne Turner (RCS Board Director), H.E. Lady Williams (RCS President), 
H.E. Sir Rodney Williams (RCS Patron), Lindsy Thompson (Resident British Commissioner) and John Duffy (RCS Board 
Director).
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SOAP MAKING INITIATIVE OVER-SUBSCRIBED
LOCAL NEWS

An initiative to equip 
young women in the St. 
Paul community with new 
skills from which they may 
generate additional in-
come has been over-sub-
scribed with more than 30 
attendees present. Organ-

ised by the area represen-
tative, E.P Chet Greene, the 
workshop in soap-making 
was planned to run in co-
horts of not more than 15 
persons. However, at Mon-
day’s launch of the work-
shop, over 30 young wom-

en turned up at the branch 
office for the workshop.
Greene said the plan now 
is to run the workshop in 
two classes as one cohort. 
Additional cohorts will be 
organized at a later date.
The initiative is one of sev-
eral that the representative 
has organized over the past 
year. Other workshops in-
cluded mask-making and 
floral arrangement.
While the soap-making 
workshop has attracted all 
females, there is another 
workshop taking place in 
Liberta on small engines 
repair conducted by Dal-
ma ‘Boogie’ George. The 
attendees at this work-
shop have all been males. 
Greene, however, has 
voiced concern over the 
slow uptake, particular-

ly by young men in the 
community.  “I want to 
appeal to our young men 
to come and get a skill to 
repair small engines. This 
is a useful skill to have and 
one which will bring al-
most immediate financial 
rewards,” he remarked.
The next workshop 
planned by the parliamen-
tary representative is one 
in the building trade. “I am 
keen to organize this par-
ticular workshop as part of 
efforts to ensure the conti-
nuity of the building trade 
among residents,” he add-
ed. Greene said organizing 
these workshops is aimed 
at helping his constituents 
acquire income generating 
skills that will help them 
raise funds for themselves 
and their families.

MP for St. Paul, Hon. E.P. “Chet” Greene.
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Now Grenada - Prime Minister Dr. 
Keith Mitchell is concerned about 
the growing number of child abuse 
incidents in Grenada and is suggest-
ing that the relevant persons con-
vene a session to determine an ap-
proach to tackle this social scourge. 
“There is a lot of abuse in the edu-
cation system; a lot of children are 
being used by vicious characters 
who have no regard for the children 
that they hurt. When someone is 
damaged at a young age, it is diffi-
cult for them to get back on track. 
Therefore we must seriously ad-
dress this issue,” Dr. Mitchell said in 
a meeting with senior staffers in the 
Ministry of Education. Suggesting 
that a meeting be convened among 

the relevant persons to determine 
the way forward, a news release 
from the Government Information 
Service (GIS) said that the issue of 
sexual exploitation of minors was 
one of the main talking points at a 
meeting last week Wednesday with 
senior education officials, as the 
Prime Minister continued his series 
of ministry engagements. During 
its first-quarter news conference for 
2021, the police disclosed that data 
from its Sex Crime Unit is showing 
that most men charged for sexual-
ly-related offences involving minors 
are above the age of 50, and the mi-
nors are under the age of 8.
“A major concern from the data that 
we collected is accused persons 

over 50 years of age and the victim 8 
years and under. We had an accused 
59 years whose victim was 3 years; 
we had an accused 51 years, the vic-
tim 5 years; an accused 50 years, the 
victim 6 years; accused 57 years, the 
victim 7 years,” said Inspector Mau-
reen Stanisclaus of the Sex Crimes 
Unit of the RGPF.
“These incidents are persons who 
were known to the victims, they 
were not strangers,” said Stanis-
claus who shared the data during 
the 2021 first quarter briefing of the 
RGPF. “This is of great concern to us. 
We need members of the commu-
nity to help us to reduce these inci-
dents,” she said.
So far, all the victims for the men 
above 50 are females and the crimes 
fall in the category of indecent or 
sexual offences. Incident offences 
are mainly exposing the body parts 
and touching of breast, buttocks, 
etc, while sexual offences include 
oral sex, use of object or fingers to 
penetrate the vagina and or anus of 
minors.
For the first quarter of 2021, the Sex 
Crimes Unit recorded 51 reports 
when compared to 2020 when there 
were 33 reports — an increase of 
64.7%. “Of that number our concern 
and the concern of the RGPF is the 
age group 11 to 16. In 2021 of the 51 
reports received 26 reports were of 
the age group 11 to 16 as compared 
to 2020 where there were 33 reports 
and 16 was from the age group 11 
to 16,” she said while calling on the 
public to continue reporting known 
or suspected incidents to her Unit.
The age of sexual consent in Grena-
da is 16.

GRENADA PM CALLS FOR SESSION TO 
CONFRONT SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN
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MARTINIQUE COURT 
GRANTS MAN THE RIGHT 
TO ‘BECOME A WOMAN’

REGIONAL NEWS

St. Lucia Times  - A court in 
Martinique has granted a 
twenty-three year old man 
permission to be regarded as a 
woman, local reports say.
According to Martinique1 
Ere, the individual is one of 
the first transgender people 
on the island to have a validat-
ed change of identity before a 
court in Martinique.
The online publication stat-

ed that, in adolescence, ‘Flo’ 
claimed femininity. As a re-
sult, Flo asked the court for a 
change of identity on official 
documents.
Flo’s mother, Veronique, was 
quoted as saying that she has 
no problem with her son being 
officially designated a woman.
“I always saw that I had a little 
boy who was different. Differ-
ent from the others because 

he liked to play with dolls. He 
made me buy clothes for my 
niece’s old dolls that she col-
lected,” Veronique told Marti-
nique 1Ere. At 23, Flo studied 
fashion design by correspon-
dence.
Flo’s parents, Véronique and 
David, say they are proud of 
the transition into being offi-
cially known as a woman.
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Soca artist Peter Ram

PETER RAM 
APOLOGIZES 
FOR OFFENSIVE 
LYRICS

REGIONAL NEWS

Barbados Today -  Peter 
Ram has issued an apolo-
gy for his part in a freestyle 
video that has been widely 
criticized.
The viral music video fea-
turing prominent enter-
tainers Lil Rick and Ram 
contains explicit lyrics and 
appears to be glorifying gun 
violence.
It has drawn public out-
rage and condemnation by 
Home Affairs Minister Wil-
fred Abrahams.
The leading artistes fea-
tured in the 16-minute vid-
eo (called the Trojan Riddim 
Barbados Dancehall Mix) 
also includes Mole; Reign-
ing Bashment Soca King, 
SK; Brutal Cranstar; Lead-
pipe of Sometimes fame; 
Chef Din; among others.
In a short video posted on 

his social media channel to-
day Peter Ram said, ”I come 
here to express sincere and 
my humblest apology to all 
of my followers, fans and 
sponsors along with the 
general public for the lyrical 
content in the freestyle vid-
eo.”
He explained the riddim 
was done a year and a half 
ago and it wasn’t his inten-
tion to offend anyone.
Peter Ram said: “As one of 
Barbados’ top entertainers 
I deeply apologise to all of 
my fans and friends and all 
of the little kids that look 
up to me. See the mistake 
acknowledged it and you 
come and big man thing 
apologise …We love Barba-
dos and big up wanna self, 
peace Barbados.”



WEDNESDAY 2 JUNE 2021 PAGE 23REGIONAL NEWS

SVG CABINET MULLS LOTTERY, 
PHONE CARDS FOR VACCINATED

Acting SVG Prime Minister Montgomery Daniel

I-Witness News, St. Vin-
cent -- Health officials in 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines (SVG) have asked 
the Cabinet to consid-
er a lottery, phone card 
giveaway, and shopping 
discounts for persons 
who are vaccinated 
against COVID-19.
Acting Prime Minister 
Montgomery Daniel 
said the health officials 
floated the idea to Cab-
inet last Thursday.
“And with all of this, the 
Cabinet would have 
pondered on these and 
so would have, by and 
large, accepted the rec-
ommendations coming 
forward,” Daniel said 
on Star FM, a radio sta-
tion owned by the rul-
ing Unity Labour Party 
(ULP).
Some 13,000 persons 
have taken at least one 
dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, 
about one-quarter of 
the 50,000 that the gov-
ernment had hoped to 
vaccinate by now.
Daniel said that in an ef-
fort to address vaccine 
hesitancy, the Ministry 
of Health will be con-
ducting a vaccine rein-
troduction campaign.
“The ministry feels that 
there must be new out-
reach programmes to 

assist in this regard. And 
in so doing, they have 
offered to the Cabinet 
an incentivising pro-
gramme where a lottery 
can be established and, 
that is, the lottery can 
be done in two phases: 
when the first 30,000 
are vaccinated that they 
can be beneficial in this 
regard; and two, when 
the full 50,000 persons 
are vaccinated, that a 
second lottery can be 
drawn and they too can 
benefit in this regard.”
Daniel spoke of a lot-
tery about five days af-
ter commentator, char-
tered accountant and 
vaccine advocate Ste-
phen Joachim floated 
the idea on WE-FM.
Joachim said business-
es in SVG could pool 
resources and have a 
US$1 million lottery for 
vaccinated persons.
He suggested a draw 
for US$400,000 when 
35,000 people are vac-
cinated and a draw for 
US$1 million when 
50,000 people take the 
jab.
Under Joachim’s pro-
posal, those who are 
among the first 35,000 to 
take the jab will get two 
chances to win as they 
would be included in 
both draws.
Daniel said: “They are 

also looking at where 
phone cards can be giv-
en to vaccinated indi-
viduals going forward 
and they are also looking 
at … services from both 
private and public sec-
tor entities that they can 
benefit in this regard.
“In other words, if you 
are totally vaccinated, 
wherever you turn up 
for a service at any enti-
ty, let’s say you go to the 
supermarket, you can 
have that arrangement 
with the supermarket 
where you can have a 
discount on items being 
purchased.”

He said the Ministry of 
Health is aware “of the 
fact that once you are 
fully vaccinated, then a 
space can be carved out 
in this regard.
“Let’s take for instance, 
within the tourism in-
dustry where you have 
staff being vaccinated 
at the hotels and the like 
and where you have vis-
itors who are fully vac-
cinated, this is indeed a 
different story and the 
Ministry of Health can 
carve out this space 
once individuals are ful-
ly vaccinated,” Daniel 
said.  
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Reuters - A 41-year-old 
man in China’s eastern 
province of Jiangsu has 
been confirmed as the 
first human case of in-
fection with a rare strain 
of bird flu known as 
H10N3, Beijing’s Nation-
al Health Commission 
(NHC) said on Tuesday.

Many different strains 
of bird flu are present in 
China and some sporad-
ically infect people, usu-
ally those working with 
poultry. There is no in-
dication that H10N3 can 
spread easily in humans.

The man, a resident 
of the city of Zhenjiang, 
was hospitalized on 
April 28 and diagnosed 
with H10N3 on May 28, 
the health commission 
said. It did not give de-
tails on how the man 

was infected.
His condition is now 

stable and he is ready 
to be discharged. In-
vestigation of his close 
contacts found no other 
cases, the NHC said. No 
other cases of human in-
fection with H10N3 have 
been reported globally, 
it added.

H10N3 is low patho-
genic, which means it 
causes relatively less se-
vere disease in poultry 
and is unlikely to cause 
a large-scale outbreak, 
the NHC added.

The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), in a 
reply to Reuters in Ge-
neva, said: “The source 
of the patient’s exposure 
to the H10N3 virus is 
not known at this time, 
and no other cases were 

found in emergency 
surveillance among the 
local population. At this 
time, there is no indica-
tion of human-to-hu-
man transmission.

“As long as avian influ-
enza viruses circulate in 
poultry, sporadic infec-
tion of avian influenza 
in humans is not sur-
prising, which is a vivid 
reminder that the threat 
of an influenza pan-
demic is persistent,” the 
WHO added.

The strain is “not a 
very common virus”, 
said Filip Claes, regional 
laboratory coordinator 
of the Food and Agri-
culture Organization’s 
Emergency Centre for 
Transboundary Animal 
Diseases at the regional 
office for Asia and the 

Pacific.
Only around 160 iso-

lates of the virus were 
reported in the 40 years 
to 2018, mostly in wild 
birds or waterfowl in 
Asia and some limited 
parts of North America, 
and none had been de-
tected in chickens so far, 
he added.

Analysing the genetic 
data of the virus will be 
necessary to determine 
whether it resembles 
older viruses or if it is a 
novel mix of different vi-
ruses, Claes said.

There have been no 
significant numbers of 
human infections with 
bird flu since the H7N9 
strain killed around 300 
people during 2016-
2017.

China reports first 
human case of H10N3 
bird flu
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Al Jazeera - A total 
of 5.2 million people 
in Ethiopia’s war-hit 
Tigray region, or 91 
percent of its popula-
tion, need emergency 
food aid, the United 
Nations has warned.

The warning by the 
UN’s World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) came 
as it appealed for more 
than $200m to scale 
up its response in the 
northern region where 
nearly seven months 
of fighting has caused 
an increase in already 
high hunger levels.

“WFP is alarmed at 
the impact of conflict 
on already high levels 
of hunger,” spokes-
man Tomson Phiri told 
reporters in Geneva. 
“We are deeply con-
cerned at the number 
of people we see in 
need of nutrition sup-
port and emergency 
food assistance.” The 
agency said it had pro-
vided emergency aid 
to more than a million 
people since it started 
distribution in north-
western and south-
ern areas of Tigray in 

March. “The WFP is 
calling for $203m to 
continue to scale up 
its response in Tigray 
to save lives and live-
lihoods through to the 
end of the year.” Ethi-
opian Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed, winner of 
the 2019 Nobel Peace 
Prize, ordered a ground 
and air military opera-
tion in Tigray in early 
November 2020 after 
accusing the northern 
region’s then-ruling 
party, the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF), of orchestrat-

ing attacks on federal 
army camps.

The TPLF, which 
dominated national 
politics for decades 
until Abiy came to 
power in 2018, said 
federal forces and its 
longtime foe Eritrea 
launched a “coordinat-
ed attack” against it.

Abiy, whose forces are 
backed by troops from 
Eritrea and fighters 
from Ethiopia’s Amha-
ra region, declared vic-
tory in late November 
when the army entered 
the regional capital, 
Mekelle. Fighting and 
abuses, however, have 
continued, prompting 
fears of a protracted 
conflict with devastat-
ing effects on the ci-
vilian population. The 
conflict is estimated to 
have killed thousands 
of people, if not more, 
with almost two mil-
lion forced from their 
homes. In May, World 
Health Organization 
chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, who is 
from Tigray, described 
the situation in the 
region as “very horrif-
ic“, with “many peo-
ple” dying “because of 
hunger”.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L DINTERNATIONAL NEWS

OVER 90 PERCENT OF PEOPLE IN 
WAR-HIT TIGRAY NEED FOOD AID

People walk from a rural area towards a nearby town where a food 
distribution operated by the Relief Society of Tigray was taking place, 
near the town of Agula, in the Tigray region of northern Ethiopia
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SERRANA, Bra-
zil (AP) — Just one 
COVID-19 patient is 
in critical condition at 
the Dr. Geraldo Cesar 
Reis clinic in Serrana, a 
city of almost 46,000 in 
Sao Paulo state’s coun-
tryside. The 63-year-
old woman rejected 
the vaccine that was 
offered to every adult 
resident of Serrana as 
part of a trial.

Doctors say the wom-
an was awaiting one 
of Pfizer’s shots which 
remain scarce in Bra-
zil. But she is an out-
lier here. Most adults 
rolled up their sleeves 
when offered the vac-
cine made by the Chi-
nese pharmaceutical 
company Sinovac, and 
the experiment has 
transformed the com-
munity into an oasis 
of near normalcy in a 
country where many 
communities contin-
ue to suffer. Doctors 
who treated COVID-19 
in Serrana have seen 
their patient loads 
evaporate. They now 
help colleagues with 
other diseases and re-
cently started eating 
lunch at home. Life has 
returned to the streets: 
Neighbors chat and 

families have weekend 
barbecues. Outsiders 
who previously had 
no reason to set foot in 
Serrana are arriving for 
haircuts and restau-
rant outings. “We’re 
now as full as we used 
to be,” Rogério Silva, 
a staffer at a store for 
cheap refreshments 
and snacks, said in an 
interview. “Weeks ago, 
people wouldn’t form 
a line in here, wouldn’t 
eat in, and I wouldn’t 
let them use the bath-
room. Now it’s back.”

The success story 
emerged as other pop-
ulation centers keep 
struggling with the vi-
rus, enduring rising 
infections and new 
government-imposed 
restrictions. Mean-
while, the vaccine ap-
peared headed for 
wider use. The World 
Health Organization 
on Tuesday granted 
emergency use autho-
rization to the Sino-
vac shot for people 18 
and over, the second 
such authorization it 
has granted to a Chi-
nese company. The 
experiment known as 
“Project S” lasted four 
months and tested 
Sinovac’s shot in re-

al-world conditions. 
The preliminary results 
made public Monday 
suggest the pandem-
ic can be controlled if 
three-quarters of the 
population is fully vac-
cinated with Sinovac, 
said Ricardo Palacios, 
a director at Sao Paulo 

state’s Butantan Insti-
tute and coordinator 
of the study, which was 
not peer-reviewed.

“The most important 
result was understand-

ing that we can control 
the pandemic even 
without vaccinating 
the entire population,” 
Palacios said. The re-
sults offer hope to 
hundreds of millions 
of people, especially 
in developing nations. 
Egypt, Pakistan, Indo-

nesia, Zimbabwe and 
others are likewise re-
liant on the Chinese 
shot, which is cheap-
er than vaccines from 
Pfizer and Moderna.

Sinovac vaccine restores a 
Brazilian city to near normal

Brazil’s Butantan Institute has finished a mass vaccination of the 
city’s entire adult population with doses of Sinovac to test the new 
coronavirus’s behavior in response to the vaccine.
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Sinovac vaccine restores a 
Brazilian city to near normal

BBC - Joe Biden has be-
come the first sitting 
president to commemo-
rate the 1921 Tulsa Mas-
sacre - one of the worst 
incidents of racial vio-
lence in US history.

Mr. Biden flew to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, on Tuesday 
to mark the 100th an-
niversary of the attack 
which claimed some 300 
African-American lives.

The two days of vio-
lence, sparked by a white 
mob, were largely erased 
from history for decades. 
It re-entered the nation-
al discourse amid racial 
justice protests last year.

On 31 May 1921, a 
group of white Ameri-
cans sacked the afflu-
ent and predominantly 

black neighbourhood of 
Greenwood in Tulsa.

The community - 
known by the moniker of 
“Black Wall Street” - was 
the country’s wealthi-
est African-American 
neighbourhood until its 
many homes and busi-
nesses were burned 
down in the riot.

In addition to the lives 
lost, many more black 
Americans were left in-
jured or homeless.

In the years following 
the incident, many offi-
cial records were lost or 
destroyed and schools 
did not teach about the 
massacre.

Less than two years 
later, a white mob de-
stroyed the black town 

of Rosewood in rural 
Florida. Speaking in Tul-
sa on Tuesday, Mr. Biden 
said: “For much too long, 
the history of what took 
place here was told in 
silence, cloaked in dark-
ness. But just because 
history is silent, it doesn’t 
mean that it did not take 
place. And while dark-
ness can hide much, it 
erases nothing.”

“We can’t just choose to 
learn only what we want 
to know and not what we 
should know,” he added.

On 31 May, Mr. Biden 
issued a proclamation 
for a day of remem-
brance.

“We honour the legacy 
of the Greenwood com-
munity and of Black Wall 

Street by reaffirming our 
commitment to advance 
racial justice through 
the whole of our govern-
ment, and working to 
root out systemic racism 
from our laws, our pol-
icies, and our hearts,” 
read a statement from 
the White House.

Only three survivors of 
the massacre - currently 
aged between 101 and 
107 - are still alive. Pres-
ident Biden is expected 
to meet them during his 
trip.

The president began 
his visit on Tuesday 
with a tour of the Hall 
of Survivors, an exhibit 
about the massacre at 
the Greenwood Cultural 
Center.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L DINTERNATIONAL NEWS

President Biden toured the Greenwood Cultural Center.

TULSA RACE MASSACRE: PRESIDENT 
BIDEN COMMEMORATES 100-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY
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ST. JOHN’S – Prepa-
rations for the Benna 
Boys’ upcoming FIFA 
World Cup [CONCACAF] 
qualifier are going well. 
While yesterday (Tues-
day) was a rest day, full 
training resumes today 
ahead of the crucial en-
counter against Grena-
da. Speaking with Pointe 
Xpress, Manager Fernan-
do Abraham confirmed 
that all the players were 
in camp – including the 
overseas based – and 
there were no injuries to 
report. He said the play-
ers are excited and ready 
go. As for the team’s ap-
proach, Abraham said 
the Benna Boys will be 
looking to remain top 
of their group. Antigua 
and Barbuda are top of 
Group A with four points 
after the first round.  
They are joined in Group 

A by El Salvador, Grena-
da, Montserrat and US 
Virgin Islands. Speaking 
on the absence of fans, 
Abraham said “We are 
definitely going to miss 
the fans”.  He continued, 
“There is nothing like 
the 12th man”. He was 
hopeful that the local 
authorities would have 
given permission for 
fans who have been ful-
ly vaccinated to attend 
and give the Benna Boys 
their support.  Abraham 
reminded that the au-
thorities in St. Croix had 
given similar permis-
sion for 250 persons who 
were fully vaccinated to 
attend their encounter. 
The Benna Boys come 
up against Grenada on 
Friday 4th June, 2021 at 
the Sir Vivian Richards 
Cricket Stadium.

ANTIGUA 
FOOTBALL: 
CONCACAF 
PREPARATIONS 
GOING GOOD



WEDNESDAY 2 JUNE 2021 PAGE 31SPORTS NEWS

YAHOO Sports -- The grand slams 
have pledged to work to improve 
the player experience at major tour-
naments following Naomi Osaka’s 
withdrawal from the French Open.A 
strong joint statement from the slams 
on Sunday threatening the world 
number two with disqualification, 
and a ban from future tournaments 
if she did not reverse her decision 
not to fulfil her media commitments, 
fanned the flames of what had al-
ready become a major talking point. 
Osaka announced her withdrawal on 
Monday, revealing her struggles with 
depression, and another statement 
from the slams on Tuesday took a very 
different tone.“On behalf of the grand 
slams, we wish to offer Naomi Osaka 
our support and assistance in any way 
possible as she takes time away from 
the court,” read the statement. “She 
is an exceptional athlete and we look 
forward to her return as soon as she 

deems appropriate.“Mental health is 
a very challenging issue, which de-
serves our utmost attention. It is both 
complex and personal, as what affects 
one individual does not necessarily 
affect another.“We commend Naomi 
for sharing in her own words the pres-
sures and anxieties she is feeling and 
we empathize with the unique pres-
sures tennis players may face.

“While players’ well-being has always 
been a priority to the grand slams, our 
intention, together with the WTA, the 
ATP and the ITF, is to advance mental 
health and well-being through fur-
ther actions.”The slams did, though, 
again stress the need for fairness to be 
maintained through regulations.“To-
gether, as a community, we will con-
tinue to improve player experience 
at our tournaments, including as it 
relates to media,” the statement read.

TENNIS: GRAND 
SLAMS SOFTEN TONE 
ON NAOMI OSAKA

Naomi Osaka
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WILLIKIES, Antigua – The 
Willikies Cricket Club were 
the recipients of a set of 
playing gears and training 
uniforms.  The generous do-
nation was made on behalf 
of Dalis Thomas, a former 
member of the Club who 
now resides in Melbourne, 

Victoria, Australia. Speak-
ing to Pointe Xpress, Thomas 
said he was “extremely hap-
py to lend his support to the 
Club”.  He further went on to 
say that he was “proud to see 
the very young group of boys 
(and girls) representing the 
Club”. Willikies Cricket Club, 

a mainstay of local cricket, 
is seeing a resurgence in the 
game and is now awaiting for-
mal competitions to restart, 
following the abrupt halting 
of all competitive sports last 
year at the onset of the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

On hand for the presentation 
ceremony were president 
Darise James, Abdie Hughes 
(Coach), and other members 
of the executive.  The Willikies 
Club have produced several 
players who have gone on to 
the local and regional stage.   

LOCAL CRICKET: OVERSEAS-
BASED FORMER MEMBER MAKES 
GENEROUS DONATION

Alex Browne (r), executive member, makes 
the presentation on behalf of Dalis Thomas.


