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ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE

“You've got to accentuate the positive
Eliminate the negative
Latch on to the affirmative”

Those are the opening
lines of a song made
popular by Johnny Mer-
cer back in 1945 and
which became embed-
ded in the hearts and
minds of many here
in Antigua and Barbu-
da, from the popular
children’s programme
‘Winnie the Pooh’, aired
regularly on the Disney
channel on local cable
television.

The song’s theme, how-
ever, has real lessons for
the ongoing campaign
to get at least seven-
ty percent of the adult
population in the coun-
try inoculated against
the dreaded coronavi-
rus. Antigua and Barbu-
da should take credit for
the speed with which it
rolled out the vaccina-
tion programme in the
second half of February
this year.

The country was able to
vaccinate up to twen-
ty-six thousand people
(26,000) in approxi-
mately three weeks, a
feat no other Caribbe-
an country was able
to boast. In fact, it was

only after it had literal-
ly run out of vaccines
that the vaccination
programme ran out of
steam and a combina-
tion of factors gave rise
to a large number of
people opting either not
to vaccinate or to delay
getting vaccinated.
Despite recent contro-
versies regarding the
vaccination, there is
much to celebrate about
the programme. So far,
more than thirty-three
thousand people have
received at least one
dose of the vaccine and
another twelve thou-
sand plus have received
their second dose. In a
population of one hun-
dred thousand, that
represents a third of the
entire population and a
higher percentage of the
adult population. That
is reason to celebrate!
Another overlooked
fact is that many of the
people who have not
yet received their first
dose are not doing so
because they are phil-
osophically opposed to
vaccinations; no, many

are saying that they
want to wait until the
other vaccines, such
as the Sputnik V, Mod-
erna or Pfizer vaccines
are available. There are
already, at least 1000
doses of the Sputnik V
vaccine in storage here,
just awaiting final word
from the World Health
Organization  before
the country starts the
process of administer-
ing this vaccine locally.
Additionally, the gov-
ernment has indicated
that there are ongoing
efforts to acquire the
other vaccines with the
caveat that ... ‘the wait
could be a lengthy one.’
Perhaps, in spite of
popular views that the
vaccine hesitancy is re-
lated to the aggressive
anti-vaxxers campaign,
maybe the simple rea-
son why there has been
less enthusiasm for
getting the vaccination
could have more to do
with the country’s suc-
cess in fighting the vi-
rus than all the ‘noise’
on social media, or the
attempts to make vac-

cinating against the
Covid-19 virus, a politi-
cal issue.

The ‘rush’ to be vacci-
nated in February and
March was at a time
when the country was
going through its worst
period of the pandemic.
Active cases at one time
crept above four hun-
dred and hospitaliza-
tions neared fifty. Peo-
ple were scared!
However, a robust fight
against the spread of the
virus on several fronts
have brought active cas-
es down to 10 at the last
update, with no hospi-
talizations at this time.
There is less fear about
the virus today, than at
the start of March.

In the process, our
health personnel have
acquired new skills in
contact-tracing, as well
as dealing with a high-
ly contagious disease
and ways to reduce the
spread of future out-
breaks of this or any
other virus.

More reasons to cele-
brate! More reasons to
accentuate the positive!
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CHOKSI ISSUE

by Shelton Daniel

Prime  Minister Gaston
Browne is standing by his
position that Indian fugitive
Mehul Choksi should not
be returned to Antigua but
should be deported straight
to India from Dominica.

Speaking on Saturday during
his weekly radio program,
The Browne and Browne
Show on Pointe FM 99.1,

Prime Minister Browne said
those who were arguing that
Choksi had relinquished
his Indian citizenship, and
therefore could not be de-
ported to his native country,
were misinformed.

Choksi’s lawyers in Domini-
ca and the local opposition
United Progressive Party
(UPP) have been seeking to
make a case that Antigua and
Barbuda is the only coun-

try where the Indian fugitive
currently has citizenship,
which he obtained in 2017
under the twin-island state’s
Citizenship by Investment
Programme (CIP). Choksi
took up residence in Antigua
the following year, and it was
only afterward that he was
accused by Indian authorities
of involvement in a multi-bil-
lion-dollar bank fraud. Au-
thorities in Antigua and Bar-

Cont’d on pg 3
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buda moved to strip Choksi of
his economic citizenship and
to deport or extradite him to
India, but his legal challenges
to these efforts have resulted
in them being held up in the
court system.

Prime Minister Browne has
minced no words, that direct
deportation to India from
Dominica on the basis that
Choksi entered the neigh-
bouring OECS island illegally,
would save Antigua and Bar-
buda from having to wait out
the legal and judicial delays
occasioned by Choksi’s con-
stitutionally protected status
as a citizen.

“We have been advised by
the Indian government that
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whereas Choksi wrote to
them to ask for the revoca-
tion of his citizenship, they
never actioned it; so, as a
consequence, he is still very
much a citizen of India and
India expects to be in a posi-
tion to have him deported to
India from Dominica. Or, if
perchance he comes back to
Antigua, where he enjoys cer-
tain legal and constitutional
protections, they expect us to
continue to pursue him; and
the Antiguan government is
committed to doing so — to
revoke his citizenship and
then, ultimately, to have him
extradited to India; or deport-
ed if his citizenship is revoked
sooner than the extradition
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case would have been deter-
mined,” PM Browne stated.
He added that Choksi knew
the fate that awaited him here,
“that Antigua and Barbuda is
not a safe harbour for him.”
Prime Minister Browne said
his government would con-
tinue to respect and abide by
any court processes involving
Choksi, whether in Dominica
or locally, and would not take
any action to pre-empt or cir-
cumvent judicial determina-
tion of this matter.

The Prime Minister accused
the UPP of being sympathet-
ic to Choksi in order to secure
from him a promise of fund-
ing for its next election cam-

paign.
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ILLEGALS ASSURED THAT VACCINATION
WILL NOT EXPOSE THEM TO DEPORTATION

SRR

by Shelton Daniel

Persons who are in Antigua and
Barbuda illegally, because the
length of stay granted to them
by the Immigration Depart-
menth has expired and not been
renewed, need not be afraid of
coming forward to be vaccinated
against COVID-19.

This assurance came from the
nations head of government
during his weekly radio program
on Saturday. Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne noted that persons
whose status in Antigua have
not been regularized may fear
that presenting themselves for
vaccination could result in them
being spotted as ‘illegals’ from

their official picture ID and oth-
er information that is collected
for immunization records. But
the Prime Minister gave his word
that no illegal immigrant would
be apprehended or pursued on
the basis of data captured during
the vaccination program. “Even
the illegal immigrants who are
here ... it doesn't really matter ...
you should get vaccinated and I
will give a guarantee here, that
if there is any individual whose
time is not up-to-date and they
go to get vaccinated, there is no
possibility of deporting that per-
son on that basis. So, those who
are resident here, whose time
may not necessarily be up-to-
date, that should not be seen as

an impediment not to get vacci-
nated.” PM Browne noted that,
“We are as vulnerable as the
most vulnerable individual. So if
the most vulnerable individual in
our midst is an undocumented
or illegal immigrant, then clear-
ly we are all collectively vulnera-
ble.” He added that such vulner-
ability means, “We must allow
some space for these individuals
to get vaccinated without any
fear of reprisals.” Said the Prime
Minister finally on this particular
subject: “I'm giving that assur-
ance that there will be no depor-
tations based on individuals who
are seeking to get vaccinated and
individuals whose time may not
be current.”
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BUMPER CRUISE
SEASON AHEAD

Following  possibly
one of the worst years
on record for cruise
tourism, officials
here are anticipating
a strong resurgence
of the industry as
the people in the key
source markets cele-
brate an ‘end’ to the
pandemic.

Minister of Tourism,
Charles Max Fernan-
dez is among those
who are very upbeat
about the outlook for
cruise tourism in the
second half of the
year, as cruise lines
begin their resump-
tion to the Caribbean.
Fernandez has made
several forecasts
about the number of
passengers who are

likely to enter Antigua %

and Barbuda for lei-
sure. One carrier, he
reported, anticipates
that their line will
bring 200,000 cruise
passengers between
June and December
2021. According to
official sources, An-
tigua and Barbuda
will be required to es-
tablish a kind of bub-
ble for disembarking

cruise passengers. To
facilitate this, it is ex-
pected that the ven-
dors, shop owners,
bus and taxi opera-
tors, workers at his-
toric sites will all be
vaccinated. The same
is anticipated of those
who work at hotels—
they will be required
to be fully vaccinat-
ed in order to inter-
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act with co-workers
and guests. Mean-
while, British Air-
ways is planning to
return to Antigua in
full blast with 4 flights
each week, followed
by 7 flights per week,
and eventually in-
creasing to 9 flights
weekly. Virgin Atlan-
tic will also increase
its flights to the des-

tination this year.
Government sources
indicate that the liter-
ature is revealing that
there is pent up de-
mand for leisure trav-
el, and the passengers
will return in large
numbers as soon as
the source-markets
achieve herd immu-

nity.
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14 POLICE OFFICERS ARE IN SVG
ASSISTING WITH SECURITY EFFORTS

A contingent of four-
teen officers from the
Royal Police Force of
Antigua and Barbuda
(RPFAB) has been de-
ployed to St. Vincent
and the Grenadines
(SVG) to assist with se-
curity and humanitar-
ian efforts.

A STRATCOM media

release said the con-

tingent left for SVG on
Saturday aboard a Re-
gional Security System
(RSS) aircratft.

At their departure,
Commissioner of Po-
lice, Atlee Rodney
used the opportuni-
ty to express his pro-
found gratitude to the

officers for undertak-
ing this mission. He
admonished them to
continue to be ambas-
sadors for the nation
of Antigua and Barbu-
da in the performance
of their duties.

Earlier, Assistant Com-
missioner of Police
Desmond Dinard left

for SVG where he will
serve as the RSS Con-
tingent Commander.
The Antigua and Bar-
buda Defence Force
(ABDF) will also be
joining the RSS con-
tingent in SVG. The
contingent of officers
will be on the ground
foratleast three weeks,
in the first instance.
These officers will be
tasked with assisting
their regional counter-
parts with the mainte-
nance of law and or-
der and humanitarian
efforts, as volcanic ac-
tivity continues in the
Caribbean territory.
The deployment is in
keeping with the mis-
sion of the Regional
Security System (RSS)
and its commitment
to the region in mat-
ters of national secu-
rity; especially during
or following the oc-
currence of a natural
disaster. Presently, St.
Vincent and the Gren-
adines is in the midst
of an ongoing volcanic
crisis that has, at this
time, left parts of the
territory  uninhabit-
able.
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ORIGINAL SITE OF BETHESDA
PRIMARY SCHOOL HONORED

BETHESDA SCHOOL

Established On Saturday 29th May 1813

Built On The Initiative Of VIGO BLAKE, An Enslaved Man And
e Is The FIRST School To Educate Black People In
The English Speaking Caribbean

URIGINAL SITE UF
bers and supporters

turned out for the un-
veiling. According to
Barbara Arrindell “By

BUILDERS: the early 1800s some

Vigo Blake And Other Enslaved People From Neighbouring Estates | ©f the enslaved people
of Antigua were being

PURPOSE: taught by missionaries

(usually just one day
a week). In addition,
those enslaved peo-

BUILDING SIZE: ple who had learned

16ft x 44ft something, often

MADE FROM: t}rieFl to pass on their

Wood, Trash, and Other Available Material limited  knowledge
to others. Elizabeth

FLOOR: The Earth Hart-Thwaites was a

In the early hours of
Saturday =~ morning,
May 29th, the Bethes-
da School Heritage
Foundation incorpo-
rated, a Not-for-Profit
Group and gathered
to unveil a billboard
dubbed the ‘Bethesda
School story’, on a day
they have renamed as,
the ‘Vigo Blake day.’

The sign was planted
at the site of the previ-
ous school in Bethes-
da. Lead organizer,
Barbara A. Arrindell
said that she remem-
bers coming across
the story of the school
around 30 years ago.
As a student of histo-
ry and heritage, the
story stood out to her

and prompted further cluding Ralph Bowen, freeborn black wom-

research. She, with a history aficionados, an whose black father
handful of persons, in- community = mem- Barry Hart was an es-
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tate owner and slave
owner. She was one of
the first black women
in Antigua known to
have married a white
man. Her husband
Charles Thwaites
worked in the dock-
yard and was also a
missionary. Together
they established and
taught at many Sun-
day schools, teaching
not only religion but
also reading and writ-
ing. Barbara went on
to recite, “They got
to know an enslaved
man named Vigo
Blake. Vigo was the
head man/ head slave
on his estate. Vigo and
the Thwaites and oth-
ers had a dream of be-
ing able to better ed-
ucate more enslaved
and free people, but
theyneeded alocation
where this could be
done. Vigo suggested
that they speak with
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the estate owner and
ask him to allow them
to build something on
a bit of unused land
on the hillside over-
looking Willowby Bay.
They asked and were
granted permission.
Vigo then organized
to have enslaved and
free people from all
the estates nearby to
come to the site before
and after their work-
day to build the struc-
ture. It took them six
weeks to do this. The
building was approxi-
mately 44 ft x 16 ft with
athatched roof and an
earth floor. They be-
gan offering classes
on Saturday 29th May
1813. To our knowl-

edge this was the first |

building in the En-
glish Speaking Carib-
bean BUILT FOR THE
PURPOSE OF EDU-
CATING ENSLAVED
PEOPLE. The build-

Loca News 2]

ing was later called
Bethesda and on any
given day as many as
400 people, adults and
children, morning,
noon and night would
assemble there to be

educated. The village

M spraung up around it
| as free people want-

ed to live as close as
possible to the place
where they and their
children could re-
ceive an education.”

| The historical recog-

nition may not be the
last for this group, as
they explained the
importance of history
and knowledge on the
landscape of Antigua
and Barbuda.

The organizers also
thanked Dews Hard-
ware, LMR signs and
many others for help-
ing to make it all pos-
sible.
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UNITED TAXI COMPANY RE-ELECTS
IAN JOSEPH FOR A THIRD TERM

C.
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The United Taxi Com-
pany (UTC) which op-
erates at the VC Bird
International airport
has re-elected Ian Jo-
seph as president for
a third consecutive
term. This time Joseph
was re-elected unop-

posed by the one hun-
dred-plus  member-
ship.

Joseph told PointeX-
press newspaper that
taxi drivers in Antigua
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and Barbuda must re-
position themselves to
take advantage of the
changes taking place
within tourism in gen-
eral and taxi opera-
tions, in particular.
“We need to position
ourselves not just as
taxi driver/operators
but as tourism ambas-
sadors for the country;
both as individual taxi
operators and collec-
tively as a unit,” he ex-
plained.

Joseph said that as he
examines the tourism
landscape, he is able to
discern two types of de-
mands for transporta-
tion services from vis-
itors. For example, he
said some visitors want
to travel in exclusive
or elite transportation
while others want to
travel in large groups.
“We have to be able to
adapt to the changes
in the marketplace and
the shift in demands
from visitors,” he fur-
ther explained. Joseph
is urging the taxi frater-
nity to be sensitive to
the changing needs of
the marketplace. “We
have to plan for what
the marketplace is tell-
ing us,” he posited.



The UTC official said
he anticipates that af-
ter more than a year in
lockdown, because of
the pandemic, people
in the source markets
are yearning to trav-
el and to travel away
from home. He add-
ed that providing for
the demands of the
marketplace must go
along with the need
for health and secu-
rity, noting that these
must take place while
the health protocols,
as laid down by the
ministry of health are
observed.

Joseph said his prior-
ity item for the year
is providing ongoing
training for the UTC
membership.

He emphasized that
the taxi fraternity
must stand ready for
the anticipated heavy
influx of visitors to the
country.

The other members of
the Executive are: Vice
President - Elton Wil-
liams, Treasurer - lan
Richards, Secretary
- Leon Joseph, Ordi-
nary Board Members
- Keithroy Benjamin
and Andy Henry, Pub-
lic Relations Officer
- Neil ‘Yellow’ Evan-
son, Education Offi-
cer - Kitson Howe and
Floor Member - Rod-
ney Gregory
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ATHLETES

REQUIREMENT

People involved in
competitive team
sports in Antigua and
Barbuda will have to
be vaccinated before
going onto the field of
play.

That's the latest devel-
opment coming from
the ministry of health
as the country slowly
moves back to a sense
of normalcy as the im-
pact of the coronavi-
rus pandemic begins
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to wane. “It was also
agreed that those who
wish to be involved in
competitive  sports,
such as football, net-
ball, basketball, and
even cricket will be
required to have tak-
en the two doses of
the available vaccine;
those doses ought
to be 8 weeks to 12
weeks apart for maxi-
mum efficacy,” a gov-
ernment  statement
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.

announced. Since the
lockdown went into
effect at the end of
March last year, there
have been numerous
inquiries about the
resumption of sports
in the country. Now
the government has
provided the defini-
tive conditions under
which these activities
may commence.
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THE BUFFET
CAN STAY:
WHAT THE

FUTURE

OF THE CRUISE LINE
INDUSTRY LOOKS LIKE

NPR - The first cruise
set to sail from Ameri-
can portsin more than
15 months is headed
to the Caribbean this
summer.

Celebrity Cruises got
approval from the
Centers for Disease
Control and Preven-
tion to bring passen-
gers aboard for the
seven-night cruise on
June 26, the company
announced this week.
“CDC and the cruise
industry agree that
the industry has what
it needs to move for-
ward and no addition-
al roadblocks exist for
resuming sailing by
mid-summer,” CDC
spokesperson Caitlin
Shockey confirmed in
an email.

It's welcome news
for an industry that
ground to a halt
during the pandem-
ic. Now, emboldened
by the CDC’s green
light and a pent-up
demand, the industry
has high hopes for a
quick recovery.
Companies will have

to strike the right bal-
ance of keeping their
promises of a com-
fortable and relax-
ing experience, while
sticking to the rules
laid out by the CDC.
But Stewart Chiron,
an industry expert do-
ing business as The
Cruise Guy, says that
a “groundswell of de-
mand” suggests that
antsy would-be pas-
sengers are willing to
jump through a few
hoops just to get back
on board.

“If they were able to
have sailed in May
or June of last year,
there’s people that
would have,” he said.
“There were loads of
people that were so
desperate to go, they
didn’t care where they
went, or if they went
anywhere. The itiner-
ary was secondary to
just getting away on a
cruise and being out
on the ocean, and do-
ing something normal
again was a primary
factor.”

LocaL News 1)

n AMERICAN
\UNIVERSITY
7 of ANTIGUA

COLLEGE OF MEDIGCINIE

JOB OPPORTUNITY.

The American University of Antigua College of Medicine, is seeking
to employ an Assistant Facilities Manager.

Job Summary:

The Assistant Facilities Manager will be responsible for the
maintenance and services of work facilities, to ensure that they
meet the needs of the AUA Community. The Assistant will work
along with the Facilities Manager in overseeing all of the services
that helps the University reach its goals, and will be required to
operate across different business functions, working on both a
strategic and operational level. Key roles of the Assistant Facilities
Manager is to ensure that the facility is operating as it should on a
daily basis by completing daily inspections, conducting proactive
and reactive maintenance, assisting with budget preparation and
management, and utilizing technology to improve work output. The
Assistant Manager will work along with the Facilities Manager to
ensure efficient and smooth business operations.

Duties & Responsibilities include but not limited to:

* Supervising multi-disciplinary teams of staff
including maintenance and grounds.

* Ensuring that facilities meet government regulations
and environmental, safety, health and security standards.
» Overseeing renovations or refurbishments.
* Drafting reports and making written recommendations.
* Ensuring that basic facilities are well-maintained and
conducting proactive maintenance
» Monitor facility usage, operations and equipment maintenance.
» Maintain accurate records and service logs of
all campus equipment.
* Develop schedule for regular evaluation of facilities.
» Coordinate and oversee work by external contractors.
* Participate in the development of policies and procedures
for the department.
* Initiate interventions to solve problems in facilities.
» Develop and execute system for regular cleaning,
repair and maintenance of facilities.

Qualifications:

» Degree in facilities management or similar discipline, and/
or professional facilities management certification, or a related
qualification in management, engineering or business studies.

* Relevant experience in technical skills and management is also
essential.

* Outstanding organizational and leadership skills.
» Verbal and written communication skills.

*Technical competence: Microsoft Applications i.e. Microsoft
Outlook, Word, Excel and knowledge of facilities management
software such as FMX would be an asset.

Interested persons should apply to:
hr@auamed.net
Deadline for receipt of application is June 4th, 2021.
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But what will “nor-
mal” mean for pas-
sengers, exactly?
Vaccination will
get you closer to a
pre-pandemic cruise
For the most part, in-
dividual cruise expe-
riences will depend
on a vaccination sta-
tus. The Celebrity
cruise’s  permission
to sail is contingent
on 95% of its crew and
passengers being ful-
ly vaccinated before
boarding the ship in
Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida.

The CDCis also giving
cruise companies an
alternative to meeting
that threshold. Com-
panies can run tri-
al cruises, at limited
capacity, to test the
effectiveness of their
health measures.
However, cruise ships
that meet the vacci-
nation threshold will
have more relaxed
mask and social dis-
tancing rules.

The embrace of im-
munization will like-
ly sit well with most
passengers. In an
April survey of its
readership, the web-
site Cruise Critic said
that 81% of respon-
dents would board a
cruise if vaccines were
required.

“The buffet is not

dead!”

The CDC banned
cruise ships from
leaving U.S ports on
March 14, 2020, un-
der a No Sail Or-
der due to the risks of
spreading COVID-19.
Close quarters,
shared meals and ac-
tivities among inter-
national passengers
led to some of the first
known  COVID-19
super-spreading
events, such as the
outbreaks aboard the
Diamond Princess
and Grand Princess
ships, which sick-
ened more than 800
passengers and crew
members.

In March 2020, cas-
es linked with cruise
travelers  account-
ed for some 17% of
the reported cases in
the U.S. That said,
self-service  buffets
were looking like a
thing of the past even
before the corona-
virus. Many cruise
ships had long ago
opted for staff to
serve diners buffet
offerings instead, to
contain the spread of
the common flu. But
under the new CDC
guidelines, fully vac-
cinated passengers
are free to fill up their
plates themselves.
“We were surprised
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JOB OPPORTUNITY.

The American University of Antigua College of Medicine, is seeking to
employ a Security Operations Supervisor.

Job Summary:

The Security Operations Supervisor supervises and monitors
all aspects of the University’s safety and security initiatives.
The Security Operations Supervisor is required to perform a
variety of security and safety related functions while involved
in the safeguarding of students, employees, faculty, visitors
and property. This individual will serve in supervisory as well as
advisory capacities, and serve as a mentor in security employee
development. The Security Operations Supervisor will be
required to assist in interviewing candidates and recruitment,
responsible for training, overseeing, and evaluating security
staff. The Security Operations Supervisor will work with various
upper-level management with regard to security and staffing
needs; plan, establish, and implement security and public safety
and security measures for the company; analyze and assess the
existing public safety and security protocols and procedures, and
to suggest and implement improvements for the organization’s
safety and security infrastructure. It is also the responsibility of
the Security Operations Supervisor to ensure that all safety and
security policies and procedures are followed.

Qualifications:

* College diploma, or Associates degree in Business Administration or
similar area of study, with at least 5 years’ experience in safety and
security; Further education in security administration or similar field will
be an asset.

* Proven experience as security supervisor, safety & security law
enforcement or similar position.

* Excellent knowledge of security protocols and procedures.

» Experience using relevant technology and equipment (e.g. CCTV).
+ Outstanding organizational and leadership skills.

* Verbal and written communication skills.

* Technical competence: - Ability to operate a hand held, portable radio
and Microsoft Applications i.e. Microsoft Outlook, Word, Excel.

Interested persons should apply to:

hr@auamed.net

Deadline for receipt of application is June 4th, 2021.
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by this because it
seems that the cruise
lines were moving
more towards a served
buffet and that kind
of option,” said Chris
Gray Faust, manag-
ing editor of the web-
site Cruise Critic. “But
the buffet is not dead.”
While vaccinated
guests can ditch social
distancing for leisure-
ly dinners, cruise lines
are still required to en-
courage outdoor din-
ing and room service.

At ports, cruise lines
are urged but not re-
quired to prohibit in-

dependent explora-
tion by unvaccinated
passengers.

“It does seem that if
you're vaccinated and
you're on a ship where
most of the people are
vaccinated, your expe-
rience will look more
similar than we would

have thought to before
the pandemic,” said
Gray Faust.

“All the things that
people enjoyed — you
know, socializing with
other people, eating
and drinking, going
to the pool, going to
shows — all of that is
still going to be avail-
able and open.”
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TWO ADDITIONAL
VACCINATION CENTERS

THIS WEEK

The Ministry of Health, Well-
ness, and the Environment
announces that two addition-
al public vaccination centers
will open on Monday through
to Wednesday this week (Mon-
day 31st May to Wednesday
2nd June) offering the 2nd
dose of the COVID-19 vacci-
nation. These vaccination cen-
ters are located at the St. Mary’s
Hall commonly known as the
Tyrells Roman Catholic Church
Hall on the All-Saints Road and
the Jennings Primary School
Auditorium. The four (4) pub-
lic vaccination centers located
at the Glanvilles Polyclinic, the
Villa Polyclinic, the Precision
Center, and the Multipurpose
Cultural; and Exhibition Cen-
ter will remain open taking
the number of operating vac-
cination centers to six (6). The
operating hours are 9:00 am to
5:00 pm.

Persons receiving their second
dose are reminded to present
their vaccine card on arrival at
the centers.

Persons who received their first
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine
at the Jennings Primary School
could return to the school’s
auditorium and those who re-
ceived theirs at the All-Saints
Secondary School could go to
the St. Mary’s Hall common-

ly known as the Tyrells Roman

Catholic Church Hall or their
preferred site. Persons desiring
the first doses of the COVID-19
vaccine are welcome to also
utilize the new centers or any
vaccination site convenient to
them.

This week, vaccination teams
will also be visiting the Medical
Benefits Scheme and the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Airport Au-
thority to inoculate their staff.
The second dose inoculation of
teachers and staff of the Minis-
try of Education will continue
this upcoming weekend, June
5th and 6th.

To date, several target groups
have received the second dose
of the COVID-19 vaccine to
include uniformed bodies,
teachers, Antigua and Barbuda
Port Authority, Antigua Public
Utilities Authority, Social Secu-
rity, Inland Revenue, and the
Financial Services Regulatory
Commission.

As of Sunday, 30th May a total,
33,229 persons have received
the first dose of the COVID-19
vaccine, and 15,531 have re-
ceived the second dose.

The Ministry of Health is en-
couraging persons to avail
themselves of both the first and
second dose of the COVID-19
vaccine.
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
NATIONAL CADET CORPSRENDERS
ASSISTANCE TO THE SAINT
VINCENT CADET CORPS

ST. GEORGE, Antigua and Barbuda — 30th May, 2021...... The Antigua and
Barbuda National Cadet Corps (ABNCC), under the Command of Maj. A.
Michael, answered the call for regional support for our fellow Corps of Saint
Vincent & the Grenadines (SVGCF) who are currently assisting in Disaster
Response, stemming from the recent volcanic eruptions and floods.

The teens, led by Sgt James T, represented the humanitarian/community
outreach arm of the ABNCC, where the members demonstrated their civic
responsibilities by donating dry goods and toiletries, with the aid of Officers
and parents of an active PTA Group. The Cadets collected, packaged, and
loaded the donations onto the RSS aircraft on Saturday 29th May, which
was transporting ABDF soldiers to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.

This team of Cadets has also been active during the COVID 19 pandemic
by assisting national and church-based organizations to collect donations,
package and deliver care packages to those in need.
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The Antigua and Barbuda National Cadet Corps expresses heartfelt ap-
preciation to its patron, State Insurance Corporation for their invaluable
contribution over the years.
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1. Cadets loading the RSS aircraft with supplies for their counterparts in
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
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2. Cadets of the ABNCC loading donations solicited for their counterparts in Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines onto the RSS aircraft at the V.C. Bird International Airport on Saturday 29th
May.
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25 UWI Scholarships

available for Antiguans
and Barbudans

By Christal Clashing

On June 30th, 2021 registration
to the University of the West In-
dies (UWI) Five Islands campus
will close for the first semester
ofthe 2021/2022 academic year.
Upon successful admission into
one of the two programmes of-
fered under the newly formed
School of Science, Computing
and Artificial Intelligence (So-
SCAI), applicants who have

citizenship in Antigua and Bar-
buda may be eligible for one of
the 25 scholarships available
through the Board of Educa-
tion. The undergraduate pro-
grammes currently offered are
a BSc in Computer Science
and a BSc in Information Tech-
nology. SoSCAI will open its
doors on August 30th alongside
the other three schools at the
UWI Five Islands campus, the
School of Humanities and Edu-

cation, the School of Health and
Behavioural Science and the
School of Business and Man-
agement. However, SOSCAI will
function differently from other
schools and faculties across the
UWI regional campuses. Under
this school, there will be a fo-
cus on interdisciplinary educa-
tion that prepares graduates for
professional roles in Science,
Computing and Artificial Intel-
ligence.

Cont’d on pg 15




This is in contrast to the De-
partment of Computing and
Information Technology under
the Faculty of Science & Tech-
nology at the UWI St. Augustine
campus in Trinidad. Professor
of Data Science at St. Augus-
tine, Dr Patrick Hosein, has ob-
served that students who come
from specialised programs in
Computer Science or D<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>