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Photo caption: A COVID19 vaccine is here
being administered into a patient’s arm
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TIME FOR ACTION

It appears as though
the discussions sur-
roundingthevaccina-
tion of up to seventy
percent of the coun-
try’s adult population
is fast becoming a la-
bour relations issue,
especially  around
whether or not there
should be mandatory
Every-
one accepts that An-
tigua and Barbuda is
a country with deep
roots in the demo-
cratic system of gov-
ernment. Democracy
is predicated on free-
dom of choice; that
is fundamental. The
policy of the govern-
ment is to encourage,
as much as possible,
a situation where the
people decide to be
vaccinated on their
own free will. How-
ever, the advent of
the coronavirus pan-
demic has presented
societies the world
over, particular-
ly those with strong
democratic systems

vaccination.

with somewhat of
a dilemma; how to
mainly the principles
of freedom of choice
when exercising that
freedom has the po-
tential of placing the
collective at risk of
being infected by the
virus. Already, some
in the tourism trade
are having to face this
problem  head-on.
The pandemic dec-
imated the reserved
resources of many
hotel properties. With
signs that the Unit-
ed States and the
United Kingdom are
poised for exception-
ally strong econom-
ic growth this year
and with pent-up
demand for travel in
these two key source
markets, Antigua and
Barbuda can count
itself as being in line
for a bumper tourist
season later this year.
There is however one
major warning cloud
on the horizon; what
to do with workers

in the hotel and an-
cillary service sectors
who still refuse to
take the vaccine.

Thematter hasmoved
from being the sub-
ject of academic dis-
cussion to become a
potential crisis as the
hotel sector gears up
for a season that will
hopefully help erase
all the losses of the
last fourteen months.
A delegation from the
Antigua and Barbu-
da Hotels and Tourist
Association met last
week with the Cabi-
net to discuss this is-
sue. While the Cabi-
net is deliberating on
this matter, perhaps
some attempt could
be made to have a
wider degree of in-
put into these discus-
sions. Certainly, there
is a role for the trade
unions on this matter.
What are the rights
and guarantees of
workers under these
conditions and does
the Labour Code

speak to such eventu-
alities? Equally, what
about the rights of the
employees and the
need to protect the
company and the fu-
ture of its stakehold-
ers, including work-
ers? Should frontline
staff in a hotel or re-
lated services loose
benefits because they
refuse to take the vac-
cine? There are no
easy answers. How-
ever, there should be
some national con-
sensus on the issue
but not before there is
a tripartite discussion
on the subject and a
common position is
reached on the way
forward. Then there
ought to be a joint
press conference to
announce this poli-
cy so that there’s no
opportunity for one
party or the other to
distance themselves
from a decision freely
arrived at by all.

The time for action is
now!
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COVID-19 VACCINE SECOND DOSE
TO OFFICIALLY COMMENCE

THIS WEEK

A

EACH VACCINATED
ALL PROTECTED

“'N-'IIHER WE CAN BEATROOM

This week, Antigua residents with their c1als 1nclud1ng the their second jab.

and Barbuda will of- second dose of the Chief Medical Of- By all indications,
ficially commence COVID-19 vaccine. ficer and Cabinet the end of June will
vaccinating  thou- This roll-out will see members take centre see over twenty four
sands of citizens and senior health offi- stage as they receive thousand citizens
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MANAGEMENT

STAY CONNECTED BY M.Y.A!

APUA would like to remind both residential
and commercial customers to stay
connected by Managing Your Account.

Customers are reminded to settle
Electricity, Water and Telecommunications
(inet Mobile, Home and Business)
accounts that are overdue by 30 days or in
arrears. Disconnections will be carried out
during the period May 10th to May 31st,
2021.

Please be advised that reconnections are
carried out within 1-2 business days after
payment.
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and residents fully
vaccinated from the
dreadful COVID-19
disease. According
to health experts, the
COVID-19 vaccine
prevents serious ill-
ness, hospitalisa-
tion and death if one
contracts the virus.

However, health
authorities are en-
couraging resi-
dents to come out
to receive their first
dose, soonest. With
continued specula-
tion on whether the
COVID-19 vaccine
will become man-
datory, the Ministry
of Health, Wellness
and the Environ-
ment has intensified
its public education
campaign, launched
a mobile vaccination
unit and engaged
major stakeholders
in the private sector,
bar and entertain-
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ment industry, seek-
ing to collaborate
on ways to encour-
age the public to
turn out, to be vac-
cinated. Last week,
doctors, nurses, and
ministry  officials
took to the airways,
imploring citizens to
turn out to get their
vaccine. Concur-
rently, the COVID-19
mobile vaccination
unit continued its is-
land-wide coverage
last week. The mo-
bile unit was seen
in full swing at the
Woods Center park-
ing lot, vaccinating a
total of seventy-one
residents during the
one-day operation.
On Friday, the unit
was in the Falmouth
area in the vicinity of
Baileys Supermar-
ket, while on Satur-
day 8th May, the mo-
bile unit set up camp
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at the Cedar Grove
playing field. Both
days, the mobile unit
vaccinated approxi-
mately two hundred
residents.

“These three mo-
bile COVID-19 vac-
cination events al-
lowed citizens and
residents to receive
their first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine,
particularly  those
with transportation
issues and those who
are unable to ac-
cess the established
vaccination centers
during the 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. opening
hours,” ministry of-
ficials indicated.
Minister of Health,
Sir Molwyn Joseph,
reiterated that it is
important to bring
the COVID-19 vac-
cination programme
into the communi-
ty and the familiar

spaces of the people
to facilitate ease of
access to the vac-
cines.

Whereas ministry of-
ficials have engaged
in public education,
private entities have
also joined the call
in encouraging resi-
dents to take the jab.
Earlier last week, Ar-
ton Capital, a global
financial  advisory
company with bas-
es in Dubai and An-
tigua, launched a
“Vaccinate and Win”
campaign. Similar-
ly, Epicurean super-
market is offering
shopping vouchers
when residents vac-
cinate. On Thursday;,
Neverland Toy store
announced a ten per
cent discount store-
wide when a cus-
tomer turns up with
their fully vaccinated
card.
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DASHBOARD

RETURNS

FOLLOWING
INTERNAL REVIEWS

The publication of the dai-
ly dashboard detailing key
information related to the
COVID-19 pandemic has
reappeared following an
internal review and audit.
The Ministry of Health
revealed that the dash-
board was absent for the
period April 28 until May
07 during which time it
underwent a review car-
ried out by the Ministry’s
Epidemiology Unit. This
is due to an ongoing audit
of the Covid-19 data being
carried out by the Minis-
try’s Epidemiology Unit.

Meantime, the ministry
is reporting data covering
the period have revealed
fourteen new laboratory
confirmed COVID-19 cas-
es in Antigua and Barbu-
da. The new cases are as
follows: one (1) new case
on April 28th, three (3) on
April 29th, two (2) on April
30th, two (2) on May 3rd
2021, five (5) of which are

from May 6th and one (1)
from May 7th, 2021.

There were one hundred
and fifty-four (154) re-
covered cases recorded
during the same period
as follows: One hundred
and thirty-three (133) on
April 28th, three (3) on
April 29th, eleven (11) on
May 1st, seven (7) on May
4th 2021, two (2) recov-
ered cases were record-
ed on May 6th increasing
the total to one thousand
one hundred and seventy
(1170). Consequently, the
total number of persons
with laboratory confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Anti-
gua and Barbuda is one
thousand two hundred
and thirty-seven (1237);
which is inclusive of thir-
ty-five (35) active cases.
Of these active cases four
(4) are hospitalized with
all being considered mild.
During the audit, the Ep-
idemiology Unit also dis-

covered that seven (7) of the Covid-19 cases were dupli-
cated. As a result, the confirmed cases column is being
reduced by seven (7). The other relevant columns have
also been adjusted. Consequently, the total number
of persons with laboratory confirmed COVID-19 cas-
es in Antigua and Barbuda is one thousand two hun-
dred and thirty-one (1231); which is inclusive of thir-
ty-one (31) active cases. Of these active cases five (5)
are hospitalized with all being considered mild. The
audit investigation of the Covid-19 related deaths is
still ongoing and is being carried out in order to ensure
that the deaths are recorded and classified according
to the World Health Organizarion (WHO) standards of
Covid-19 related deaths. This could result in an adjust-
ment to this category which will be promptly published
upon completion of the investigation which is expect-
ed to be no later than Friday 14th May 2021.

Meanwhile, the total number of persons vaccinated as
of May 7th 2021 is thirty-one thousand and eighty-five

(31,085).
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HOSPITALIZED

WEAR
your mask/face

covering

ISOLATED

ACTIVE CASES

RECOVERED CASES
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WASH
and sanitise
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VACCINATED TODAY
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CHINESE SINOPHARM
VACCINE APPROVED
FOR USE IN A&B

By Shelton Daniel

- It may not be long before the range of vac-
“\—‘\Qf_.—_o cines available to Antiguans and Barbu-
‘T S I N O P H ARM dans grows from the single brand currently

_ available to three from which they can, as
‘mjw' the saying goes, ‘pick and choose.’Prime
Minister Gaston Browne has indicated that
apart from the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine,
which has so far monopolised the field, the
Russian-manufactured Sputnik V and Chi-
na’s SinoPharm could soon be in the mix as
well.
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AVAILABLE AT ALL 3 BRANCHES
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11t 3 -MONta FRI
CALL481-1536 TO PLACE ORDER
Mirirmum oeder 525 - FREE WITHIN ST, JOHN'S CITY LIMITS
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LAST ORDER FOR THE UPCOMMING HOUR TAKEN AT 15MINS TO THE HOUI
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Cont’d on pg 8



LOCAL NEWS

His comments on
Saturday during his
weekly radio pro-
gramme, The Browne
and Browne Show on
PointeFM 99.1, came
as the World Health
Organisation (WHO)
endorsed SinoPharm
— the first non-West-
ern-made vaccine to
receive the UN agen-
cy's nod. WHO ap-
proval of SinoPharm
now paves the way for
Antigua and Barbuda
to acquire the vac-
cine via the UN-bro-
kered Covax Facility
— through which As-
traZeneca  supplies
were also procured
— but also bilateral-
ly from Beijing, with
which St. John’s en-

joys excellent and
very long-standing
relations.

Said the Prime Min-
ister: “We got an un-
dertaking — a gift, or
a promise of a gift —
for twenty thousand
vaccines from the
People’s Republic of
China three months
ago, but had neither
authority to import
nor authority for use.
Now that the Chinese
vaccine has been ap-
proved by the WHO
.. in fact it has been
communicated to me

that next week we will
get the formal approv-
al to import and ap-
proval for use — so we
will then forward that
to the Chinese Em-
bassy here for onward
transmission to their
capital ... I'm hoping
that  arrangements
could be made now
to have the vaccines
shipped.” He further
pointed out that, “We
could not have ac-
cepted them [the vac-
cines from China] be-
cause we didn’t have
the approval. And we
keep saying to these
individuals [respon-
sible for granting ap-
proval] let's get
the vaccines in, be-

Watch ouf for Pedestrians

d_L‘" H"

#drivesafeantigua
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cause by the time we
wait for WHO to ap-
prove these vaccines,
then they become
inaccessible and that
has been the prob-
lem that has been
plaguing us for the
last several months.”
Referring to what he
termed “those con-
servative  decisions
that have been tak-
en,” PM Browne dis-
closed that, “We even
said to them ‘give us
the authority to im-
port, and then we can
even hold them in
storage for amonth or
so, with the hope that
within the month you
would get the approv-
al.” But the Chinese

did say to us at the
time that they want-
ed the authorisation
for use, because the
last thing they want-
ed to do was to give us
a gift of twenty thou-
sand vaccines and
then they waste them
and expire after a few
months.” The Prime
Minister said he is
“happy that WHO at
least approved it [the
SinoPharm vaccine]
and we should get
[the] twenty thou-
sand [doses] shortly
— if they are still avail-
able; I hope they are,
because everybody is
rushing globally now
to get these vaccines.”

A Message from Antigua and Barbuda Transport Board
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RUSSIAN SPUTNIK V
NOW PART OF LOCAL
VACCINE ARMOURY

by Shelton Daniel

Authorisation for use
of the Russian-man-
ufactured Sputnik V
vaccine in Antigua
and Barbuda was
granted late last week
by the country’s Phar-
maceutical Council,
according to Prime
Minister Gaston
Browne.

He had previously ex-
pressed some frustra-
tion with the length of
time it was taking the
Council to approve
use of the Russian vac-
cine, despite the over-
whelmingly positive
review it had received
in what is arguably
the world’s foremost

medical journal, The
Lancet.

“We just sent out the
authorisation for use
two days ago—we only
got it two days ago —
so we are now hoping
that we can literally
get them to rush our
order. I believe that
we are somewhere
down the pecking or-
der because we have
had to wait nearly two
months before we got
the approval ....”
Prime Minister
Browne has been
concerned about
the sluggish pace of
acquiring vaccine
brands other than As-
traZeneca for use in
Antigua and Barbuda,

because he believes a
variety of choices may
be what is needed to
reinvigorate the pub-
lic inoculation drive
that has stagnated in
recent weeks.

“The vaccination pro-
cess is going extreme-
ly slow. I think we have
only done ... 30,700
so far. And we still re-
main hopeful that all
of the vaccines we
have in stock that we
will get them into the
arms of our people.
But if [this] rate con-
tinues, if there is not
an increase, we may
well find ourselves in
a situation in which
some of those vac-
cines could expire on

us.”The Prime Minis-
ter said, should that
happen, it “would be
a tragedy, because
here we are fighting so
hard to get vaccines —
and vaccines are not
cheap.”

To illustrate his point,
he referred to Antigua
and Barbuda’s efforts
to procure supplies of
the Sputnik V vaccine,
which is manufac-
tured by the Gama-
leya Institute of Rus-
sia.

“We made an order re-
cently ... with the Rus-
sian Investment Fund
... for about 50,000
vaccines which is go-
ing to be over half-
a-million US dollars.

Monday, 1oth
May 2021

SECTION OF
MATTHEWS RoAD
NEAR TYRELLS
RoMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH

8:45AM-11:30AM

Tuesday, 11th
May 2021

SECTION OF POTTERS
NORTH OF THE
BASKETBALL COURT
TRULA

8:45AM - 11:30AM

Wednesday, 12th
May 2021

SECTION OF ALL
SAINTS SOUTH OF
SMOKEY AND MOUNT

8:45AM - 12:00PM

& APUA (SRISIN[®IAD MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

These planned outages are necessary for our continuous upgrade and maintenance programme to provide reliable and consistent service to our customers.

Thursday, 13th
May 2021

SECTION OF SCOTTS
Hi

8:45AM - 11:30AM

Friday, 14th
May 2021

SECTION OF
POTTERS WEST OF
THE ADVENTIST
CHURCH

8:45AM - 11:30AM

Kindly note that this schedule is subject to slight variation. Changes will be communicated on the APUA Facebook page.
Any service disruptions outside of this schedule were not anticipated. For further information and updates please call 311.

Cont’d on pg 10



m LOCAL NEWS

We may have to pay
another US$200,000
for a charter to bring
those vaccines here.”
Browne said he could
not understand why
people in the country
were reluctant to be
inoculated, thereby
causing the vaccines
in storage to be in
danger of expiring.
“We have been push-
ing the United States
to make vaccines
available to us. If vac-
cines are expiring
here, you think any-
body is going to waste
this precious com-

modity or to prioritise
Antigua and Barbuda?
In fact, one of the rea-
sons, too, why we ha-
ven't gotten the Rus-
sian vaccine is that we
have not been able to
present the authorisa-
tion for use ... We got
authorisation for im-
portation before, and
we got in 1,000; an-
other 1,000 to follow —
and those are actually
gifts we got from the
Russian Investment
Fund. But we have an
order for 50,000 vac-
cines ... and I'm pret-
ty sure they would

ANITGUA'S #1 AUTOMOTIVE DEALERSHIP

., HADEED MOTORS LTD. VISIT U5 ON OLD PARHAM ROAD TEL: 481-2500
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not have given us
consideration  until
such time as we had
authorisation for use,
because the last thing
they would want is for
their vaccines to come
here and we don’t use
them and they go to
waste.” In the Prime
Minister’s assess-
ment, US$500,000
“‘doesnt mean any-
thing to Russia. They
just want to know that
there’s a broad cadre
of countries utilising
their vaccines, and the
reputational damage
of sending vaccines

to a country and, next
thing, they don’t use
them and they have to
discard them ... thisis
serious.”

He added that “hav-
ing the Sputnik would
give people a choice,
which may be part of
the problem ... Prob-
ably from next week,
the 1,000 Sputnik vac-
cines that we have in
stock, those should
be made available
and I'm hoping that
we would see an in-
crease in the take-up
for those vaccines.”
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Photo caption: Demolition has started in the Booby

Alley area.
As the Booby Alley re-
development family

relocating phase con-
tinues, ten additional
families will receive
keys to their temporary
homes on Pestaina
Street Villa today.
These ten families will
enjoy brand new prop-
erties constructed by
the Government of
Antigua and Barbuda
through the Ministry
of Works.

The homes are all said
to be approximately
twelve hundred square
feet in size, equipped

with a laundry room,
bathroom, kitchen,
and living room with
a combination of re-
inforced concrete, ce-
ment base foam pan-
els, metal trusses with
angle iron, foam galva-
nize metal doors and
windows. All homes
are said to have elec-
tricity, water, and in-
ternet infrastructures
in place.

With the ten families
receiving their keys
during a handing-over
ceremony this morn-
ing, a total of twen-

roca News 2R

TEN MORE BOOBY ALLEY
FAMILIES TO RECEIVE NEW
HOMES TODAY

ty-two families would
now be relocated to
temporary homes until
the completion of the
Booby Alley redevelop-
ment project.

The relocation of these
families represents a
major part of the Boo-
by Alley redevelop-
ment project that will
see the structural and
environmental revit-
alisation of the Booby
Alley area in the Point.

According to a mem-
ber of the redevelop-
ment committee, other
families and residents
have also been relocat-
ed to rented properties
in and around the area.
The temporary hous-
ing has been described
as a monumental shift
in housing opportuni-
ties for the residents.

According to Prime
Minister Gaston
Browne, “The whole
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Inside view of temporary homes in Villa

idea is to relocate individuals tem-
porarily and within two years, to
have the reconstruction of the en-
tire area (Booby Alley) to build
modern homes.”

Prime Minister Browne, who is also
the Parliamentary Representative
for the area, noted that this project,
along with the recently completed
Polyclinic and Community Centre,
the continued development of the
Villa Primary School, and the hous-
ing development at Paradise Cove
are all a part of an overall vision
for the holistic improvement of the
lives and livelihood of those within
the constituency.

During the first handing over cere-
mony in March 2021, Booby Alley
resident, Ms. Makela Daniel, who
also received keys to her temporary
home at Bay Street Villa expressed
profound thanks for the initia-
tive, as it presented an opportuni-
ty for her and her fellow residents

MONDAY 10TH MAY 2021
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Photo Caption: Prime Minister Gaston Browne, Permanent Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Works and Ministry Official speaking with
members of the media on Bay Street Villa.

to have a better standard of living.
Ms. Daniel said, “The Booby Alley
Project has been long-awaited, but
patience is a virtue. We are seeing a
result of a dream that has become
a reality. To the Prime Minister and
the Government, the organising
committee, the residents of the
Booby Alley say a heartfelt thank
you for your hard work and dedica-
tion for seeing this project through
to the end. To the Prime Minister
and his government, an extra spe-
cial thank you for having the vision
for us, the residents, the opportuni-
ty of a better way of living, better liv-
ing conditions, and a different envi-
ronment for us to raise our children
and our children’s children.”

With the continued relocation of
families from the Booby Alley area
in Point, demolition has com-
menced. Several structures have
been destroyed and cleared, pre-
paring the area for surveying.

AUCTION SALE

NOTICE

Instructed by the ANTIGUA AND
BARBUDA DEVELOPMENT
BANK of 27 St. Mary’s Street, in
the City of Saint John, in the State
of Antigua and Barbuda, | will sell
by public auction on Tuesday 18
May 2021 at 10:00 a.m. on site, the
under mentioned property owned
by Ms. Laura Nicholas of Cedar
Grove, St. John’s, Antigua.

The property is located at Mount
Pleasant, St. John’s, Antigua and
consists of a vacant parcel of
land of an area of approximately
11,835.22 sq. ft. / 0.27 Acre.

The service lines for potable water,
electricity and telephone which are
provided by A.P.U.A are accessible
to the property.

The land is registered under the
Registered Land Act, 1975 as
follows:-

REGISTRATION SECTION:
Hodges Bay & Thibous

BLOCK:
43 1896A

PARCEL:
643

Parcel No. 643 of Block No. 43
1896A is bounded by the following:
On the North by: Parcel 560 ;

On the South by: Public Road;

On the East by: Parcel 644 ;

On the West by: Parcel 642

Particulars of the sale can be
obtained from:

Mr. Trevor ‘Teddy’ Santos
Licensed Auctioneer
Office: (268) 562-7653
Cell & WhatsApp: (268) 464-7653
Email: info@go-going-gone.com
Instagram: tts_auction_antigua

Facebook: Auction Antigua
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Immaigration Minister E.P Chet Greene (left) and Na-
tional Hero Sir Vivian Richards (right) from file photo

and Barbuda Consul

The government is
mounting an aggres-
sive campaign to at-
tract more people
to its NOMAD Digi-
tal Residency (NDR)
programme which it
views as a new niche
market that could buf-
fer some of the losses
from the traditional
tourism market.

The latest venture was
a special promotion
last week, held virtu-
ally, that was aimed at
the Canadian market.
The event was organ-
ised by the Antigua

General in Canada,
Ann-Marie Layne, in
collaboration with the
Department of Immi-
gration in St John’s.

Taking part in the
event were Foreign
Affairs and Immi-
gration Minister E.P.
Chet Greene as well
as National Hero Sir
Vivian Richards, Chief
Immigration  Officer
Katrina Yearwood. In
his opening remarks,
Greene spoke of the
government’s expecta-
tions for the NDR pro-

LocaL News 1)

GOVERNMENT INTENSIFIES
MARKETING OF NOMAD
PROGRAMME

gramme. “As a policy
initiative, the govern-
ment sees the NDR as
resiliency programme
that allows us to di-
versify the tourism
sector at a time when
the industry has been
negatively affected by
the coronavirus pan-
demic. It allows par-
ticipants to live, work
and play in Antigua
and Barbuda for up
to two years in what
we call ‘paradise on
earth,” he remarked.
He also announced
that the Immigration
Department is cur-
rently redesigning the
website for the NDR
programme and he
invited those interest-
ed in the programme
to visit it for addition-
al information about
the programme and
Antigua and Barbu-
da generally. Chief
Immigration  Officer
Yearwood noted that
while several other
Caribbean territories
have developed simi-
lar programmes, there
is something quite

unique about the Anti-
gua and Barbuda NDR
initiative. “We decided
to establish a separate
NDR Unit within the
department and to
purposefully keep it
small. That's because
we wanted to empha-
sise the personal at-
tention that each NDR
recipient receives, in-
cluding our ‘after-care’
follow-ups and other
support services,” she
explained. Additional-
ly, she said other terri-
tories only offer a one-
year residency, while
Antigua and Barbuda’s
programme is for a
two-year period.

Sir Vivian indicated
that he was very hap-
py to be an Ambassa-
dor-at-Large for the
NDR programme that
he is available to as-
sist the porogramme
in any way he can. He
even offered to make
himself available,
along with Sir Richie
Richardson, to play a
round of golf with any
of the NDR recipient
who so desires.



@ LOCAL NEWS

Two boys whose gallant ef-
forts helped saved the lives of
two younger children from a
fire earlier this year have been
singled out for special awards
from Halo Foundation, the
charity organisation run by
the Governor General, Sir Rod-
ney Williams and Lady Sandra
Williams. The boys - Silence
Manyaka of the Ottos Com-
prehensive School and Deme-
tri Browne of the Sunnydale
Primary Schools — have been
presented with the Halo Hero
Humanitarian Award during a
brief ceremony held at Govern-
ment House.

The two boys were rec-
ognised for their valiant efforts
when they rescued two chil-
dren from a fire in the Cashew
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Hill area on 8th February 2021.
Sir Rodney Williams urged the
young men to continue on
their path of selflessness and
bravery. He commended their
action of having risked their
very own lives to save the lives
of others. The young men ex-
pressed their gratitude after be-
ing presented with the medals
for bravery. Silence Manyaka
noted, “I never expected to re-
ally meet the Governor General
or get an award, but it makes
me happy to receive it.” The
parents of both boys shared
that they were not shocked
at all by their sons’ actions.
Demetri Browne’s mother indi-
cated that she, too, had rescued
a friend from a fire a few years
ago — a feat which emphasises

,xff
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the exemplary role that parents
play in the character develop-
ment of their children.

President of the Halo Founda-
tion, Lady Williams comment-
ed: “Previously, there have been
fifteen awardees of the Halo
Hero Humanitarian Award at
the Secondary and Tertiary lev-
els. This is the first time that an
award has been bestowed upon
a primary school student, and
it is extremely encouraging to
see such fearless commitment
to service at such a tender age.
If this type of positive action
prevails, we can look forward to
the strengthening of our nation
by young people who are not
only smart and highly skilled,
but also kind and considerate.”
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Attorney General Steadroy Benjamin

The House of Repre-
sentatives has moved
to establish a Stand-
ing Committee, whose
appointment will last
for the duration of the
parliamentary  ses-
sion. Attorney Gener-
al Steadroy Benjamin
told the House that
the establishment of
the committee was a
recommendation that
has been made from
time to time and that

the members felt that
the time has come to
act on the recommen-
dation. “When bills
come before the com-
mittee, it will have the
right to co-opt persons
as they see fit to deal
with matters of com-
plexity, technicality
and need to be dealt
with before they come
to the House for de-
bate,” he outlined. The
five-member Stand-
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APPOINTS STANDING
COMMITTEE

ing Committee of the
House will be chaired
by Benjamin and it will
also include from the
government bench St
Mary’s South repre-
sentative, Samantha
Marshall, St John’s Ru-
ral South, Daryl Mat-
thew, All Saints East
and St Luke, Jamale
Pringle and from Bar-
buda, Trevor Walker.
Benjamin explained
that some bills that
come to the House of
Representatives  are
highly technical, such
as the Telecommuni-
cations Bill, and that
it would be necessary
for the Standing Com-
mittee to consider it
in detail before it is
presented to the full
House for debate and
approval.

“That particular bill
will require much dis-
cussion and not only
can the committee co-
opt other members of
the House, but it can
also co-opt members
of the communitywith
specialised knowledge

to advise the commit-
tee on these technical
matters,” he added.
He stated that by util-
ising the expertise of
people outside the
Parliament, the leg-
islative process will
benefit as members of
the House will make
informed decisions
when voting to ap-
prove various pieces
of legislation.
Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment is taking
steps to acquire a par-
cel of land at Lower
Gambles to be used
for the construction of
a community centre
to serve the people in
the area. Parliamen-
tary  Representative
for St John's City East,
Melford Nicholas, told
the Parliament that
because of the fact
there are no govern-
ment-owned lands in
the area, ithas become
necessary to acquire
the lands for the com-
munity centre that will
serve the people of the
area.
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eSports as a pathway
careers

By Christal Clashing

In the last decade
STEM education
(Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering
and Mathematics)
has been encour-
aged worldwide as
being critical to the
development of the
future of our global
workweek. However,
the STEM focus has
shifted to become

STEAM (Science,
Technology,  Engi-
neering, Arts and

Mathematics), where
the Arts play a cru-
cial role in applying
STEM knowledge. It
was therefore fitting
that in November
2020 when the An-
tigua and Barbuda
Ministry of Sports,

ino STEA

Festivals and the
Arts, added Educa-
tion to their portfo-
lio, that they became
the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, Sports and
Creative Industries.

Technology, in par-
ticular, seems to
have the potential to
combine the three
domains of the Min-
istry in a manner
that makes all three
not only relevant to
the younger genera-
tion but also in keep-
ing with the cultural
changes and techno-
logical advances of
the world. The par-
ticular application of
technology that does
this comes in the
form of competitive
video gaming. While

seemingly trivial,
anti-social, and sed-
entary at face value,
the industry of com-
petitive video gam-
ing or eSports, as it is
called, has important
implications for the
future of education,
careers of the 21st
century, and cultural
and creative expres-
sion.

Video games are a
prime example of this
where STEM needs
to become STEAM as
logic-based thinking
meets the creative
industries of Arts
and Culture. Rooted
in technological de-
velopment, the area
is rife with career
pathways in comput-
er programming and

coding. However,
even for those that
are not technically
minded, there exists
a place for the cre-
ative mind. Skills like
graphic design, illus-
tration, music com-
position and story-
telling have a crucial
place in video game
development.

Equally as import-
ant, are those in the
professional fields
of law and medi-
cine. eSports offer a
potentially lucrative
specialisation.  Dr.
Melita Moore, a med-
ical doctor within the
NBA and WNBA, has
tapped into the niche
of eSports to build
her own business
of serving eSports

Cont’d on pg 17



competitors. eSports
has transformed vid-
€0 gaming into a
high-performance
activity that com-
mands millions if not
billions of dollars in
global championship
tournaments.  This
means that lifestyle
health and legal ex-
pertise is required
for these players as
much as profession-
al athletes do. eS-
ports are played as
a team sport, usu-
ally comprised of
a S-person team,
where teams com-
pete head-to-head
with other teams in
a public arena. No
longer does video
gaming mean spend-
ing hours on end in
a dark room socialis-
ing with no one from
the outside world.
Dr. Moore points out
that as a profession-
al high-performance
team activity, the
mind and body must
be trained and kept
in an optimal state
to contribute well to
individual and team
performance. For
now, eSports com-
petitions are held
for  console-based
games like Fortnite
that involve a com-
puter screen, key-
board and mouse.
However, the future
of gaming is evolv-
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ing. Extended real-
ity (XR) technology
may very well have
competitive games
that require physical
exertion through the
skilled movement of
the body in response
to virtual graphics
and other sensory
input. Already, this
is happening as the
International Olym-
pic Committee an-
nounced on April
22nd 2021 that it will
launch the Olympic
Virtual Series be-
tween May 13th and
June 23rd prior to the
Tokyo Olympics this
summer. One of the
virtual competitions
will be done through
the virtual -cycling
application, Zwift,
which involves cy-
cling on a bike train-
er in response to a
virtual world.

The pandemic has
unveiled the appli-
cations of technol-
ogy in our social-
ly distanced world.
The future, then, is a
hybridisation of vir-
tual and real-world
events across the
globe. Access to ed-
ucation and the ap-
plication of knowl-
edge and skills will
increasingly be glob-
ally connected. So as
not to be left behind
in these global ad-
vances, the Universi-

ty of the West Indies
(UWI) Five Islands
campus, under the
direction of the Di-
rector of Academ-
ic Affairs, Dr. Curtis
Charles, is taking ac-
tive steps to equip
upcoming  genera-
tions with the skills
and mindset to take
advantage of these
global trends.

Ahead of opening
their undergraduate
course in eSports and
Gaming in the Fall
semester of this year,
they are hosting a talk
on eSports and Ex-
tended Reality as part
of the public advoca-
cy series on Monday,
May 17th, 2021 at

6:30 pm. Speakers in-
clude the aforemen-
tioned Dr. Melita
Moore along with XR
specialist and Chap-
man University ad-
junct professor Eric
T. Elder will share on
the Zoom platform
whose theme is “159
billion reasons why
the Caribbean should
engage in e-sports”.

FEATURE

For those interest-
ed in learning how
these technological
trends could apply to
Antiguans and Bar-
budans, registration
can be done through
fiveislands.uwi.edu/
publicadvocacy-
series.
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
THE REGISTERED LAND ACT, CAP 374

BLOCK

\
TAKE NOTICE that an application was filed in the Land Registry on )bf:.\%ay of
?}.‘kL-.w 2021 by Lenwarth Johmson, Attorney- st- Law of JOHNSON GARDINER of
S1A 5t Mary's Street on behalf of PHILLIP ABBOTT of Woods Esate, S1, Joha's, Antigua,
Execwtor & Trustes of the Estate of EVGENE MICHAEL HUMPHREYS a, k. 3. EUGENE
HUMFPHREYS, deceased, the Applicant herein for the replacement of Land Certificate
NT1Z/97 daved the T day of February, 1997, to EUGENE HUMPHREYS being the owner of
the above-mentioned property, which has been lost or destroged,

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that anyone whe objects to the issue of a new Land Certificate or
who has kmowledge of the origina Land Certificate must withis the period of one (1) month
froen the Second Publication of this motioe I the newspaper inform the Reglstrar of Lands in

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in the absence of any objection or Information as to the
existence of the original Land Certificate within the time specified the Reglstrar of Lands may
proceed to cancel the original Land Certificate and issae a new Land Certificate In its place

2021
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The Bahamas
turns to the private
sector to drive
investment

The Bahamas will shortly select a private group to
establish a new statutory body, Invest Bahamas — an
independent statutory body that would facilitate the
investment process from conception to implementa-
tion. The Finance Ministry is reviewing at least 7 bids
received in response to a recently closed Request for
Proposals (RFP). According to the RFP, Invest Baha-
mas would be “a progressive, autonomous and inte-
grated foreign and domestic investment agency that,
among other things, will promote The Bahamas as a
jurisdiction open for business, for quality foreign direct
investment, facilitate and in some cases approve for-
eign investment applications, and assist Bahamians
in accessing business capital and appropriate finan-
cial concessions.” A successful bidder would have to
provide a new efficient and transparent investment
approval process, review and approval of investment
proposals.

Jamaica’s Finance
Ministry nudges
capital market
expansion

Effective April 30, Jamaica has approved 5 allowable
foreign assets in which intermediaries can invest.

These include corporate foreign currency debt in-
struments issued by entities locally incorporated that
are earners of foreign exchange and publicly-traded
shares that are denominated in major foreign curren-
cies of companies incorporated in Jamaica. Both are
required to be deemed investment grade by ratings
agencies or “good” by CariCris. The other 3 span BOJ
CD’s denominated in foreign currency; GOJ-guaran-
teed corporate foreign currency debt instruments; and
publicly-traded foreign currency shares of companies
registered outside of Jamaica, with market capitalisa-
tion of US$10 Billion or greater.

UK and US
economies
projected to grow
by more than 7%

Britain looks set to see faster economic growth than
the United States this year as the country races
ahead with its vaccination programme after its slump
in 2020. That’s the word from Goldman Sachs. The
bank said in a note to clients that it now expects Brit-
ish Gross Domestic Product to grow by a “striking”
7.8% this year, “above our expectations for the U.S.”
Previously, Goldman had expected Britain’s economy
would grow by 7.1% this year and its forecast for U.S.
growth in 2021 stands at 7.2%, helped by U.S. Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s huge fiscal stimulus programme.
The IMF however projects a 5.3% expansion in the
UK economy.

Cont’d on pg 19
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Credit demand
slows in Jamaica

in last quarter of
2020

amaica’s lending institutions experienced growth in
credit demand in the last quarter of 2020. This was
revealed in the latest Quarterly Credit Conditions Sur-
vey (QCCS) undertaken by the BOJ. The December
QCCS showed growth in credit demand, as mea-
sured by the Credit Demand Index, which increased
to 104.2. The increase in credit demand reflected an
increase in demand for personal loans, while demand
by businesses declined. The increased demand by
households mainly reflected increased borrowing for
refinancing & debt consolidation. The declining de-
mand by businesses reflected reluctance to incur ad-
ditional debt as the economic recovery appears to be
slower than previously envisioned.

Barbados economy
declines by 19.8%;
debt levels now
153% of GDP

The Barbados economy declined by 19.8% for the
period January to March 2021, reinforcing the fact
that the economy is in recession after declining for
the past 4 consecutive quarters. Central Bank of Bar-
bados governor Cleviston Haynes has attributed the
decline to a weakened tourism sector, coupled with
the fallout in other economic activities and depressed
private spending. For the first quarter, Tourism output
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plunged by an estimated 96% while unemployment
remained “elevated” at 13.6%. The Central Bank Gov-
ernor also advised that Barbados “suffered a revenue
loss of $416 million or 5% of GDP for the financial year
2020-2021, largely the result of the impact of COVID
and discreet policy changes.” Transaction-based tax-
es, that includes the value-added tax (VAT), declined
by $498 million. However, tax collection on incomes
and investments increased by $119 million, which
was largely attributable to the near doubling of cor-
poration taxes, which rose by $304 million. Net Inter-
national Reserves declined by US$86 million for the
quarter ended March 31, 2021, though it still stands at
US$2.6 billion or 43 weeks of import cover. However,
at the end of the fiscal year Barbados’ debt increased
to 153% of GDP with outstanding debt recorded as
$12.92 billion relative to $12.38 billion at the end of
the FY2019/20.

IMF reaches staff-
level agreement
with Suriname

The IMF has reached a staff-level agreement for a
three-year Extended Fund Facility with Suriname
which will provide some $690 million in financing.
This is in the wake of an agreement by Suriname’s
creditors this month to defer payments of principal
and interest on its 2023 and 2026 bonds, given the
economic fallout of the coronavirus pandemic. “Debt
relief from Suriname’s official bilateral partners and
additional financing from multilateral partners will be
required to help ensure debt sustainability and close
financing gaps,” the IMF said in a statement. The Fund
also noted that “this will need to be complemented by
progress toward a restructuring of commercial debt.”
If approved by the IMF Executive Board in the coming
weeks, $57.5 million would be immediately available,
the Fund said.

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
10:30AM TO 1:30PM
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COVID, DEATH TOLL
RISES TO 203 IN T&T

Trinidad Guardian - As
the country’s COVID-19
outlook hit a record
high in terms of new
cases per 24-hour peri-
od, at 402 and seven ad-
ditional deaths, which
pushed the tally to 203
overall, fears continue
to circulate that the na-
tion's hospitals are being
overwhelmed. Inching
closer to the 4,000-mark
as total active cases
reached 3,783 up to
4pm on Saturday, pub-
lic officials have contin-
ued to adopt drastic ac-
tions to force persons to
stop congregating.

In a never-before-seen
move to prevent mem-

bers of the public from
venturing onto the
capital’s busiest liming
strip — the Brian Lara
Promenade, the Port-
of-Spain City Corpora-
tion on Saturday roped
off the area which runs
from east to west with
caution tape and cor-
doned off the area with
barricades. In the Min-
istry of Health’s daily up-
date at 4pm, officials re-
ported that a total of 331
people had been hos-
pitalised. And with 391
people at state quaran-
tine sites, the ministry
said a total of 3,014 peo-
ple remained in home
self-isolation, with 46

in step-down facilities.
This is the second time
seven deaths have been
recorded in a 24-hour
period since the pan-
demic began in March
2020. Another seven fa-
talities were also record-
ed on September 11,
2020. Meanwhile, Police
Commissioner  Gary
Griffith also shut down
the West Bees Super-
market in Diego Martin
on Saturday for failing
to adhere to COVID-19
regulations. He said he
was left with no choice
after they failed to heed
the advice to install so-
cial distance markers to
keep customers apart.

Griffith issued a warn-

ing to the owners on
Friday after he visited
and found close to 100
persons packed un-
der a tent. Upon arriv-
ing on Saturday, Grif-
fith “found customers
packed together, tighter
than channa in a dou-
bles.” The CoP said the
grocery will be allowed
to reopen only when it
does what is required.
He has promised that
greater attention will be
paid to increasing foot
patrols in and around
businesses to ensure
crowd control mea-
sures are followed.
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Agriculture minister calls on bee

fa

Jamaica Observer — ST.
JAMES, Jamaica - Min-
ister of Agriculture and
Fisheries, Floyd Green,
is calling on bee farm-
ers to invest more in
building and diversify-
ing the industry.
Green, who was ad-
dressing members
of the St. James bee
farming community
on May 2, also encour-
aged them to boost
their production of
honey, as there is a
ready market.

“The growth of the
beekeeping subsector
is critical, not just for
significant demand for

honey and other bee
by-products, but also
for the role bees play
in the ecosystem and
how critical they are to
agriculture in general,”
the minister said.

Green said the Gov-
ernment is increasing
its role “in developing
strategies to increase
yields, in research and
development of cut-
ting-edge technol-
ogy” to get the local
bee farming industry
in step with the more
advanced apiculture
economies worldwide.
“The Government has
partnered with the

rmers to invest more in the industry
" LR s o

DR

Florida Department
of Agriculture and we
are looking for their
assistance to conduct
DNA analysis of our
local honey bee stock,
and clearly this will al-
low the Government
to compile data on
the local stock, lead-
ing to increased access
to market for the sale
of high-quality queen
bees,” the minister
noted.

He said despite the
setbacks experienced
after the flood rains in
2020, the industry is
on the rebound with
some 3,000 investors

s

managing just over
3,500 apiaries with
approximately 65,000
bee colonies valued at
about $2.6 billion or
US$17 million.

The growth, he not-
ed, extends to western
parishes, highlighting
the $27-million state-
of-the-art honey ex-
traction and bottling
facility which was
recently  established
through a partnership
between the Hanover
Bee Farmers Co-op-
erative and the Jamai-
ca Social Investment
Fund (JSIF).
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BARBADOS REVENUE AUTHORITY TO

REVIEW VEHICLE REGISTRATION STICKERS

BARBADO ADVOCATE
-- Given the backlog in
the distribution of vehi-
cle registration stickers to
date and the lack of man-
power to process them,
the whole process will
likely be revamped.
Barbados’s Revenue
Commissioner, Louisa
Lewis-Ward, revealed the
above during a virtual
media briefing held via
the Zoom online plat-
form recently.

“We are actually look-
ing to try with the Li-
censing Authority to au-

Revenue Commissioner Louisa Lewis-Ward.

tomate the process, so
instead of a sticker, you
will receive something
that is like a QR Code.
We are going to dialogue
with the insurance com-
panies to see if we can
get that to happen as a
matter of urgency,” Lew-
is-Ward revealed.

She added, “It is sim-
ply too many stickers to
process. At one point we
had over 40,000 stickers
as a backlog to process,
and that number only
continues to compound
as time goes on, because
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the manpower to pro-
cess each individual one
is not there. So we are go-
ing to look to automate
the process.

“The tax is already paid
at the fuel pump, so the
registration in effect is
only a by-process to the
collection of the tax itself.
Itis alog of each taxpayer
in the system, and so, if
we can do that log direct-
ly in an automated fash-
ion in conjunction with
the insurance compa-
nies, then we should be
able to bypass the pro-

cess altogether. So, we
are working hard to have
that happen as a solu-
tion,” the Revenue Com-
missioner maintained.
Previously, it was noted
by the Barbados Reve-
nue Authority that reg-
istration stickers for pri-
vately owned vehicles
would be issued via the
post. This revised pro-
cess was introduced in
response to the current
COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Therefore, owners of
private vehicles were no
longer required to visit
the Authority’s offices to
collect registration stick-
ers and, on behalf of their
clients, insurance com-
panies were required to
submit the vehicle own-
ers’ insurance certificates
and valid cover notes to
the Authority. The Au-
thority would then use
this information to up-
date vehicle registrations
and assign the stickers to
the vehicle owners. Once
the information was pro-
cessed and the stickers
were assigned, the Bar-
bados Licensing Author-
ity then distributed the
registration certificates
and stickers via mail to
the address on record
within the licensing sys-
tem.



St. Lucia Prime Minister Allan Chastanet

STATE OF EMERGENCY WILL NOT
AFFECT ELECTION - PM

REGIONAL NEWS

LOOP News St. Lucia
- Prime Minister Allen
Chastanet has stressed
that the extension of
Saint Lucias state of
emergency to October
16 will not hinder the na-
tion's upcoming general
election.

During a recent sitting of
Parliament, the House
of Assembly approved a
five-month extension of
the state-of-emergency,
beginning May 17 and
running into the final
quarter of the year.

With elections consti-
tutionally due in Octo-
ber, the prime minister
maintained that the state

of emergency will not
impede processes for
this national exercise.
He said, however, that
he looks forward to the
national exercise being
conducted with proper
COVID-19 health and
safety protocols in place.
“How can a state of emer-
gency stop the general
election?” Prime Min-
ister Chastanet said. “St
Kitts had a state of emer-
gency, did it affect their
general election? When
Jamaica had a state of
emergency, did it affect
their election? Trinidad
held elections during a
state of emergency, did it

affect their election pro-
cess? The answer is no—
it does not impede the
ability to have an elec-
tion.

“One of the critical deci-
sions that will guide the
decision when we will
have elections is when
we believe that we can
have an election in the
safest way possible. But I
have said repeatedly that
we will not, in any way,
go contrary to the Con-
stitution of Saint Lucia.”
According to the Consti-
tution of Saint Lucia, the
state of emergency may
be revoked during the
five-month period at the

discretion of the Gover-
nor-General, [so as to]
allow for a general elec-
tion. Government also
intends to liaise with the
opposition on COVID-19
protocols that will govern
the national event.

Prime Minister Chas-
tanet continued: “It is
certainly government’s
intention to make sure
that we work with mem-
bers on the opposite side
... to ensure that we are
clear on what the pro-
tocols will be and that
both sides will fulfil their
obligations and com-
mitments in adhering to
them.”
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At Ieast 68 kllled in
Afghan school blast,
families bury victims

People stand at the site of the blast on May 8 in Kabul, Afghanistan

Reuters - The death
toll from a bomb attack
outside a school in the
Afghan capital Kabul
has risen to 68, offi-
cials said on Sunday,
with doctors struggling
to care for 165 injured
victims and families
searching desperately
for missing children.

Explosions on Sat-
urday evening shook
the neighbourhood of
Dasht-e-Barchi, home
to a large communi-
ty of Shi'ites from the
Hazara ethnic minority
which has been target-
ed in the past by Islam-
ic State, a Sunni mili-
tant group.

A car bomb was det-
onated in front of the
Sayed Al-Shuhada
school and two more
bombs exploded when
students rushed out in
panic.

Officials said most
of those killed were
schoolgirls. Some fami-
lies were still searching
hospitals for their chil-
dren.

“The first blast was
powerful and hap-
pened so close to the
children that some
of them could not be
found,” said an Afghan
official, requesting an-
onymity.

An eyewitness told
Reuters all but seven
or eight of the victims
were schoolgirls go-
ing home after finish-
ing their studies. On
Sunday, civilians and
policemen  collected
books and school bags
strewn across a blood-
stained road now busy
with shoppers ahead of
celebrations for Eid al-
Fitr next week.

President Ashraf

Ghani on Saturday
blamed Taliban insur-
gents, but a spokesman
for the group denied
involvement and con-
demned any attacks on
Afghan civilians.

Pope Francis called
the attack an “inhu-
man act” in remarks to
pilgrims in St. Peter’s
Square in Vatican City
on Sunday.

United Nations Sec-
retary-General Anto-
nio Guterres also con-
demned the attack and
expressed his deepest
sympathies to the vic-
tims’ families and to
the Afghan government
and people.

Families of the vic-
tims blamed the gov-
ernment and Western
powers for failing to put
an end to violence and
the ongoing war.

Bodies were still being

collected from morgues
as the first burials were
conducted in the west
of the city. Some fami-
lies were still searching
for missing relatives on
Sunday, gathering out-
side hospitals to read
names posted on the
walls, and checking
morgues.

Security was intensi-
fied across Kabul after
the attack but author-
ities said they would
not be able to provide
security to all schools,
mosques and other
public places.

Conflict is raging in
Afghanistan, with se-
curity forces in daily
combat with the Tali-
ban, who have waged
war to overthrow the
foreign-backed govern-
ment since they were
ousted from power in
Kabul in 2001.
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Chad claims win over rebels after
President Déby’s death

BC World News - The
military in Chad has
claimed victory against
northern rebels follow-
ing weeks of fighting.

The conflict against
Libya-based rebels threw
the country into a crisis
when President Idriss
Déby died after being
wounded on the frontline
last month. The military

takeover under the lead-
ership of Mr. Déby’s son
has been condemned by
the opposition and civil
society groups, leading
to protests. The rebel
group says it is not aware
of an end to the fighting.

However a victory pa-
rade took place through
the streets of the capital,
N’Djamena, on Sunday,
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Sunday’s pamde was an attempt to boost the amzy’s populanlyata time ofgreat uncertamty

aimed at boosting the
popularity of the Chad-
ian military at a time of
great uncertainty in the
country. Some onlook-
ers cheered on Sunday
as soldiers returned from
the frontline in a parade
of tanks and armoured
vehicles. At an army base,
journalists were shown
dozens of people said to

be captured rebels.

Chad is  reputed
as having one of the
best-trained and best-
equipped armies in West
Africa, and is one of the
Western-backed — “G5”
countries fighting Isla-
mist militants in the Sa-
hel region.

The rebel group, Front
for Change and Concord
in Chad (FACT), crossed
the border from Libya
into Chad in April to take
a stand against President
Déby’s 30-year rule.

It is not clear if FACT
is still a threat to the
military junta now run-
ning the country, and a
spokesman for the group
said it was not aware of
an end to the fighting,
reports the Reuters news
agency.

As the BBC'’s Africa edi-
tor Will Ross reports that
the public was told a few
weeks ago that the rebel
group had been defeated
- only for the fighting to
resume.

In recent weeks, pro-
tests demanding a re-
turn to civilian rule have
been violently broken
up by the security forces.
In the latest of these, 10
people were injured in-
cluding one person who
was shot in the capital on
Saturday.
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House GOP leader says he backs
ousting Cheney from No. 3 job

Minority Leader in the US House ofRepresel-zmtives, Kevin McCarthy started his intention to

support the ouster of Rep. Liz Cheney

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Top House Republi-
can Kevin McCarthy on
Sunday publicly en-
dorsed Rep. Elise Stefan-
ik for the post of No. 3
leader, cementing party
support of the Donald
Trump loyalist over Rep.
Liz Cheney, an outspoken
critic of the former presi-
dent for promoting dis-
credited claims that the
2020 election was stolen.

House Republicans
could vote as early as
Wednesday to remove
Cheney, the highest-rank-
ing woman in the Re-
publican leadership and
daughter of former Vice
President Dick Cheney,
and replace her with Ste-

fanik, whose ascension
has received Trump’s
backing.

Asked in an interview on
Fox News Channel’s “Sun-
day Morning Futures”
whether he supported
Stefanik, R-N.Y,, for the
job of Republican Confer-
ence chair, McCarthy re-
sponded: “Yes, [ do.”

“We want to be unit-
ed in moving forward,
and I think that is what
will take place,” he said
in response to a question
about whether he had
the votes to oust Cheney,
R-Wyo. McCarthy said the
leadership post must fo-
cus on a message “day in
and day out” on what he
said were the problems of

the Biden administration.

Cheney has taken on
Republicans, includ-
ing McCarthy, R-Calif,,
saying those who in-
dulge Trump’s false claims
of a stolen presidential
election are “spreading
THE BIG LIE, turning
their back on the rule of
law, and poisoning our
democratic system.”

In an opinion es-
say Wednesday in The
Washington Post, she
denounced the “danger-
ous and anti-democratic
Trump cult of personal-
ity,” and warned her fel-
low Republicans against
embracing or ignoring
his statements “for fund-
raising and political pur-

poses.” She also said
McCarthy had “changed
his story” after initially
saying Trump “bears re-
sponsibility” for the Jan. 6
attack on the Capitol. Mc-
Carthy initially criticized
Trump’s actions and, in a
private call during the in-
surrection, had urged the
then-president to call off
the rioters. The GOP lead-
er now says he does not
believe Trump provoked
theriot. McCarthy on Sun-
day denied that Repub-
licans’ effort to remove
Cheney was based on her
views of Trump or being
one of 10 House Repub-
licans to vote to impeach
Trump over the Jan. 6 riot.
He said she was distract-
ing from Republicans’ bid
to win back the House in
2022 and successfully op-
pose President Joe Biden’s
agenda, goals that Mc-
Carthy believes will need
Trump’s support.
McCarthy complained
last week that he had “lost
confidence” in Cheney
and “had it with her” over
her continuing remarks
about Trump, according
to a leaked recording of
his exchange on “Fox and
Friends.” Cheney actual-
ly has a more conserva-
tive voting record in the
House than Stefanik, a
onetime Trump critic who
evolved into an ardent
ally. She previously op-
posed Trump’s tax cuts.
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India turns to ex-army medics as COVID
surge sparks calls for lockdown

Reuters - India will re-
cruit hundreds of former
army medics to support
its overwhelmed health-
care system, the defence
ministry said on Sunday,
as the country grapples
with record COVID-19
infections and deaths
amid calls for a complete
nationwide lockdown.

Some 400 medical offi-
cers are expected to serve
on contract for a maxi-
mum of 11 months, the
ministry said in a press
release, adding that oth-
er defence doctors had
also been contacted for
online consultations.

COVID-19 cases and
deaths have been hit-
ting records every two or
three days. Deaths rose
by more than 4,000 for a
second consecutive day
on Sunday.

Many Indian states
have imposed strict
lockdowns over the past
month while others have
announced restrictions
on public movement
and shut down cinemas,
restaurants, pubs and
shopping malls.

But pressure is mount-
ing on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to an-
nounce a nationwide
lockdown as he did
during the first wave last
year.

The Indian Medi-
cal Association (IMA)
called for a “complete,

Woman moans after her husband died due to the coronavirus disease
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(COVID-19) outside a hospital in Ahmedabad, India

well-planned, pre-an-
nounced” lockdown in-
stead of sporadic night
curfews and restrictions
imposed by states for a
few days at a time.

“IMA is astonished to
see the extreme lethar-
gy and inappropriate
actions from the Minis-
try of Health in combat-
ing the agonizing crisis
born out of the devastat-
ing second wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic,”
it said in a statement on
Saturday.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, a
top White House coro-
navirus adviser, said on

Sunday he has advised
Indian authorities they
need to shut down.
“You've got to shut
down. I believe several of
the Indian states have al-
ready done that, but you
need to break the chain
of transmission. And one
of the ways to do that is
to shut down,” Fauci said
on ABC’s “This Week”
television program.
Modi is battling criti-
cism for allowing huge
gatherings at a religious
festival and holding large
election rallies over the
past two months even
as COVID-19 cases were

surging.

The health ministry re-
ported 4,092 deaths over
the past 24 hours, taking
the overall death toll to
242,362. New cases rose
by 403,738, just shy of
the record and increas-
ing the total since the
start of the pandemic to
22.3 million.

India on Saturday re-
ported its highest ever
single-day = COVID-19
death toll of 4,187. The
Institute for Health Met-
rics and Evaluation es-
timates that India will
see 1 million COVID-19
deaths by August.
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1 Literary assistant (10) 1 Beofuse(5)
7 Miser (7) 2 Right-hand man (4)
Blade on car windscreen (5) 3  Disorderly, uncontrollable (6)
10 Temporary respite (4) 4  Bride or groom (8)
11  Scottish broadsword (8) 5 Collapse inwards (7)
13 Free from an obligation (6) 6 Contender (10)
15 Up to now (6) 9  Oratorical (10)
17 Contradicted (8) 12 Renouncer of a belief (8)
18 East Asian desert (4) 14 Perfect example (7)
21 Spanish wine (5) 16 Post-prandial rest ()
22 Staying power (7) 19 Willow used in basketwork (5)
23 Patron, supporter (10} 20 Agreement, treaty (4)
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Overseas: 268-462-4959/1051

Fax: 268-462-4970

COMMUNITY NOTICE

The OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), Department of Human
Development and Education (DHDEE) is pleased to announce that the call for Undergraduate
and Graduate Academic Studies and/or Research leading to a degree is open for the 2021
selection process.

The following are the links to the Call for Applications and to the application forms:
Call for applications for undergraduate studies: http://www.oas.org/en/scholarships/

specaf 2021.asp

Scholarship application form for undergraduate studies (last two years of a Bachelor's
degree): https://www.oas.org/fms/Announcement.aspx?id=1108&Type=18&Lang=eng

Scholarship application form for graduate studies or research: https://www.oas.org/fms/
Announcement.aspx?id=1107&Type=1&Lang=eng

Scholarships are available to study at academic institutions in the member states, including
those participating in the OAS Consortium of Universities.

The Ministry of Education, Sports and Creative Industries has set July 9, 2021 as the deadline tq
receive the hard copies of the applications.
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MAN UTD COMEBACK AT ASTON VILLA
KEEPS MAN CITY WAITING ON TITLE

BBC Sports - Manchester United guar-
anteed a Premier League top-four finish
and ensured rivals Manchester City must
wait to be crowned champions as they
came from behind to beat Aston Villa at
Villa Park.

Having sealed their place in the Europa
League final despite a 3-2 second-leg de-
feat by Roma on Thursday, second-half
goals from Bruno Fernandes, Mason
Greenwood and substitute Edinson Ca-
vani - followed by West Ham's loss to Ever-
ton - sealed a Champions League place for
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side.

A win for Villa would have clinched the
title for leaders City - beaten 2-1 by Chel-
sea on Saturday - and Bertrand Traore’s
emphatic finish into the top corner mid-
way through the first half threatened to do
just that.

Emiliano Martinez was equal to attempts
from Greenwood and Marcus Rashford as
United struggled to respond initially, while
Dean Henderson kept out Ollie Watkins’

strike to deny Villa a second before half-
time. United levelled shortly after the re-
start when Fernandes calmly slotted in
a penalty after Douglas Luiz needlessly
fouled Paul Pogba, and Greenwood com-
pleted a four-minute turnaround when
his low strike found the bottom corner.

AVAR check for handball against Green-
wood was dismissed after Luiz headed the
ball onto the arm of the United forward
and the visitors successfully resisted late
Villa pressure despite the loss of captain
Harry Maguire to injury, before Cavani
confirmed victory in the closing stages.

In a frantic finale, Villa forward Watkins
also received a red card for a second book-
ing for simulation when under pressure
from goalkeeper Henderson.

United are 10 points behind champi-
ons-elect City but will have the chance
to move within four points as they face
Leicester and Liverpool before the leaders
next play.

MEDINA SPIRIT COULD LOSE KY. DERBY WIN:
TRACK BANS BAFFERT HE

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Medina
Spirit’s victory in the Kentucky
Derby is in serious jeopardy be-
cause of a failed post-race drug
test, one that led Churchill Downs
to suspend Hall of Fame trainer
Bob Baffert on Sunday in the lat-
est scandal to plague the sport.
Baffert denied all wrongdoing and
promised to be fully transparent
with the Kentucky Horse Racing
Commission during its investiga-

tion. Baffert’s barn received word
Saturday that Medina Spirit had
tested positive for an excessive
amount of the steroid betameth-
asone which is sometimes used
to treat pain and inflammation in
horses. Medina Spirit's win over
Mandaloun in the Derby stands
— for now. “To be clear, if the
findings are upheld, Medina Spir-
it'’s results in the Kentucky Derby
will be invalidated and Mandal-

oun will be declared the winner,”
Churchill Downs officials said in
a statement shortly after Baffert
held a hastily planned morning
news conference outside his barn
to announce and respond to the
allegations.

The track said failure to comply
with the rules and medication
protocols jeopardizes the safety of
horses and jockeys, the sport’s in-




tegrity, and the Derby’s
reputation. “Churchill of the alleged offense,
Downs will not tolerate
it,” the statement read.
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“Given the seriousness

Churchill Downs will

immediately

Bob Baffert, the trainer
of Medina Spirit, from
entering any horses at
Churchill Downs Race-
track.”Medina Spirit is
expected to run in the
Preakness on Saturday,
barring some abrupt
change in plans or a de-
cision from officials at
Pimlico or Maryland’s
racing commission that
would prevent him from
entering the second jew-
el of the Triple Crown.
Officials from 1/ST Rac-
ing, which operates Pim-
lico, and the Maryland
Jockey Club said Sunday
they would consult with
state authorities and
that “any decision re-
garding the entry of Me-
dina Spirit in the 146th
Preakness Stakes will
be made after review of
the facts.”“I got the big-

sPorTs NEws [I2E]

gest gut-punch in rac-
ing for something that
I didn’t do,” Baffert said
of the failed drug test.
“And it’s disturbing. It's
an injustice to the horse
... I don’t know what’s
going on in racing right
now, but there’s some-
thing not right. I don’t
feel embarrassed. I feel
like I was wronged. We're
going to do our own in-
vestigation. We're going
to be transparent with
the racing commission,
like we've always been.
“He’s a great horse. He
doesn’t deserve this. He
ran a gallant race,” Baf-
fert added.

The only horse to be dis-
qualified for medication
after winning the Der-
by is Dancer’s Image in
1968.

ROGER HARPER WORRIES INCONSISTENCY
IMPACTING INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

BRIDGETOWN, Barba-
dos (CMC) — Men’s chief
selector Roger Harp-
er has argued that the
number of players los-
ing their central retainer
contracts for the upcom-
ing year is a reflection of
the lack of consistency

in West Indies cricket,
and believes this has
implications for per-
formance standards
at international level.
Eleven players, eight
of whom featured in
the white-ball for-
mat, failed to hold
on to their contracts
this week, with their
performances  fall-
ing below the required
benchmarks during the
evaluation period. Ad-
mitting the situation
was “concerning”, Harp-
er said it was critical for
players at all levels of
the West Indies system

to understand the link
between their personal
performances and those
of the international
squads. “It is concerning
that consistency seems
to be an issue for our
players,” Harper said
following the announce-
ment of the new central
retainers for the year be-
ginning July 1. “And this
is something we want
to make sure our play-
ers understand, that if
our teams are going to
perform  consistently
and be successful, that
our players themselves
have to be successful

and we have to aim to be
world class performers.
“I think that’s a message
we have to send to our
franchise players, our
players playing regional
competitions, our play-
ers from youth level, that
no longer can we just
be working to get into a
West Indies team. “We
have to be developing
players to be of a world
class standard. That is
the only way we’re going
to become a world class
team, if we're going to
beat the best teams in
the world on a consis-
tent basis.”
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MOTHER’S DAY GOLF CLASSIC

Glentist “The Dentist” Mar-
tin stamped his authority on
the field to win his maiden
golf title during the Patricia
Matthew Mother’s Day Golf
Classic at Cedar Valley on
Sunday. Martin was in out-

standing form as his 18-hole
score of 84 propelled him to
victory in the Total Imports,
and Tucker on the Grill spon-
sored tournament.

Paullus Martin, the older
brother of Glentist, finished

3

VERON ‘EPLIUS’ EDWARDS Jr.

VERNON A. SPRINGER

. -
-
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as the runner-up with a score
of 86 while former West In-
dies One Day International
player Sylvester “Bouncing”
Joseph, who came home
with 88, was third.

Eleven players took part in

the competition. The cham-
pionship also received spon-
sorship from Kay-Links.

The next event on the cal-
endar will be the Cool and
Smooth Shoot-Out on Whit
Monday...
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