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AG SAYS THIS WILL 
NOT HAPPEN AGAIN

PM, WIOC TOP BRASS MEET POTENTIAL INVESTORS

SEE PAGE 5

This is the front cover of the WIOC investor 
prospectus used for presentations to two 
separate groups of investors on Tuesday

 PAGE  3



WEDNESDAY 31TH MARCH 2021PAGE 2

BARBUDA AND 
THE FUTURE

The outcome of the lo-
cal government elec-
tions held in Barbuda 
on Monday ought not 
to have been a surprise 
to those who have been 
following events on the 
sister island over the 
past several years.
The Barbuda People’s 
Movement (BPM) 
swept all five seats con-
tested in convincing 
manner. With the on-
going loggerhead be-
tween the central gov-
ernment and the BPM 
controlled Barbuda 
Council over the issue 
of lands and a strate-
gic plan for the devel-
opment of the island, 
it was predictable that 
the BPM would do well 
in the elections.
It is common knowl-
edge that the BPM has 
fostered a belief among 
many Barbudans that 
the government (Anti-
guans) are out to take 
their lands. So the is-
sue surrounding lands 
has dominated council 
elections almost from 
the time they were in-
troduced right after 
Independence back 

in 1981. It has become 
a rallying call for the 
BPM for the past four 
decades. The party has 
become so consumed 
with the land issue that 
it has offered very little 
in terms of a develop-
ment strategy for the 
island.
It has protested practi-
cally every project pro-
posed for the island, 
yet it has not offered 
a credible alternative 
viewpoint. Land is a 
factor of development, 
but land is only valu-
able when it is put to 
productive use and 
becomes a key factor 
in the production of 
wealth.
The time has come 
for serious discus-
sions on the future of 
Barbuda and its place 
in the overall devel-
opment imperatives 
for the country, Anti-
gua and Barbuda. The 
new council, after it 
is fully installed, has 
to do some serious 
soul-searching: what 
are its plans for the fu-
ture of Barbuda and 
how does it intend to 

make those plans real-
ity?
It cannot be that the 
posture of confronta-
tion with the central 
government becomes 
its raison d’etre. It has 
to be more than that. 
If nothing else, this on-
going pandemic has 
taught us that the world 
of the future is likely to 
be one full of challeng-
es, speed bumps and 
roadblocks that will re-
quire skill and agility to 
successfully navigate.
The future is not going 
to be a time for petty 
turf war, but one which 
requires maturity and 
discipline to bring 
true development to 
Barbuda. The island is 
blessed with many nat-
ural gifts that can serve 
as the basis for devel-
opment plans in the 
future.
Development can take 
place in Barbuda in 
tandem with concerns 
for environmental pro-
tection. No one wants 
to see the island turned 
into an environmental 
wasteland, but equally 
over-playing the envi-

ronmental card does 
not help anyone either.
We have seen how larg-
er countries have ig-
nored the concerns of 
small states regarding 
the vaccine to deal with 
the coronavirus. It is 
also clear that many of 
the traditional donors 
are turning inwards to 
take care of the wants 
and needs of their own 
people. The lesson that 
is being communicat-
ed loud and clear is 
that small states such 
as Antigua and Barbu-
da must now “paddle 
their own canoes.”
In the post-COVID 
world, there is no room 
for this internecine 
warfare. It is time to 
close ranks, to come 
together. The new-
ly elected members 
include new faces as 
well as some who have 
been around for some 
time. Perhaps the new 
faces can help the 
council change course 
and adopt a more con-
ciliatory tone towards 
development and the 
central government. 
This is our hope.

EDITORIAL
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PM, WIOC TOP BRASS MEET 
POTENTIAL INVESTORS

Cont’d on pg 4

A series of consulta-
tions is taking place to 
provide additional in-
formation to would-be 
investors in the West 
Indies Oil Compa-
ny (WIOC) now that 
the government has 
placed a portion of its 
shares up for sale to the 
public.
On Tuesday, Prime 
Minister Gaston 
Browne along with the 
executive manage-
ment team of WIOC, 
led by its Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Gregory 
Georges, and included 
Chief Financial Officer 
Carlton Bramble and 
Chief Operations Offi-
cer Carl Farley, held two 
virtual meetings with 
public sector workers 
and other investors to 

explain the processes 
involved in purchasing 
shares in WIOC.
The accompanying 
prospectus provided 
detailed information 
on the offering with 
the prime minister 
and WIOC officials on 
hand to explain the 
process and to answer 
questions.
The first meeting took 
place Tuesday morn-
ing and it brought to-
gether several employ-
ees in the public sector. 
The second meeting, 
held in the afternoon, 
was attended by lo-
cal investors and in-
stitutions. During the 
meetings it was ex-
plained that the offer is 
as follows:
 • The Gov-

ernment of Antigua 
and Barbuda (the “Of-
feror”) proposes to sell 
three hundred and one 
thousand, nine hun-
dred and twenty of its 
shares in the West In-
dies Oil Company Lim-
ited (the “Offering”). 
 • T h i s 
amounts to ten per 
cent of its fifty-one per 
cent shareholdings 
and five per cent of the 
total issued shares of 
the WIOC. 
The objective of the 
offer is to fulfil the gov-
ernment of Antigua 
and Barbuda’s com-
mitment to divest a 
proportion of its own-
ership in WIOC to the 
citizens of Antigua and 
Barbuda. WIOC is fif-
ty-one per cent major-

ity owned by the gov-
ernment of Antigua 
and Barbuda, twen-
ty-five percent by PDV 
Caribe S.A. (“PDV”) 
a special purpose ve-
hicle wholly owned 
by Petróleos de Vene-
zuela, S.A. (“PDVSA”) 
the Venezuelan state-
owned oil and Natu-
ral Gas Company and 
twenty-four per cent 
by Fancy Bridge Lim-
ited (“Fancy Bridge”) 
an investment holding 
company incorporat-
ed in the British Virgin 
Islands.
CEO Georges de-
scribed both meetings 
as ‘very informative’ as 
they indicate strong in-
terest in the company’s 
decision to make some 
of its shares available 
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to the public.
“We were able to dis-
seminate much infor-
mation as the attendees 
asked a lot of questions 
and we did our best to 
provide the answers as 
clearly as possible. We 
also used the opportu-
nity to share with them 
our strategic vision for 
WIOC as well as how 
we arrived at the valu-
ation of the company. 
It is my belief that at the 
end of both sessions 
those who were pres-
ent left much better in-
formed than they did at 
the beginning,” Georg-
es stated. He said PM 
Browne addressed both 
meetings, sharing his 
government’s rationale 
for making the shares 

available, explaining 
that this move forms 
part of the philosophy 
of his government to 
provide opportunities 
for the empowerment 
of the people.
According to the CEO, 
he has received numer-
ous phone calls after 
the meetings from at-
tendees who expressed 
satisfaction with the 
manner in which the 
company is proceeding 
with the share offering.
He emphasised that 
fifty per cent of the 
shares will be reserved 
for public sector em-
ployees, including staff 
at the various statutory 
bodies.
The WIOC official feels 
confident that the share 

offering will be fully 
subscribed as he has 
received strong interest 
from a wide cross sec-
tion of the society.  
Further details provid-
ed by the prospectus 
are as follows:
Subscription Allocation
 • A mini-
mum subscription of 
fifty shares per appli-
cant
 • A maxi-
mum subscription of 
fifteen thousand and 
ninety-six shares per 
applicant
Investor Criteria and Al-
location Methodology
The shares will be allot-
ted to eligible subscrib-
ers in the following;
 • A n t i g u a 
and Barbuda citizens 

(including nonresi-
dents) and companies 
of which  fifty per cent 
is allotted to Antigua 
and Barbuda Public 
Servants.
 • O t h e r 
CARICOM citizens, 
companies and institu-
tions for any shares not 
taken by applicants in 
the first tier.
In its 2019-2022 stra-
tegic business plan, 
WIOC management 
shifts its focus to its 
alternative revenue 
sources. Not only diver-
sify its revenue stream 
but also to increase its 
revenue stream resil-
ience by tapping into 
unique competitive ad-
vantages.
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AG: THIS WILL 
NOT HAPPEN 
AGAIN!

Attorney General 
Steadroy Benjamin is 
issuing a stern warning 
to those in the coun-
try who may wish to 
openly flout the health 
protocols put in place 
by the government 
to curb the spread of 
coronavirus disease. 
The AG was comment-
ing on a video that de-
picted scores of peo-
ple socialising at the 
popular Ffryes Beach 
on Sunday afternoon 
which went viral as it 
was viewed by thou-
sands of people.
“I was appalled at the 
situation that hap-
pened at Ffryes Beach 
on Sunday afternoon. 
I cannot believe that 
the people of Antigua 
and Barbuda who are 
aware of the govern-
ment’s protocols to 
stop the virus would 
persist with great dis-
regard for themselves 
and others’ safety. I 
am amazed that there 
are individuals in the 
society who would 
put their lives in dan-
ger by socialising in a 
manner as they did on 

Sunday without wear-
ing masks etc,” he de-
clared. Benjamin stat-
ed that this incident 
would not happen 
again as he has already 
held discussions with 
the police senior com-
mand and officers of 
the outlying districts 
to  ensure that there is 
no recurrence.
Noting that those who 
attended the event 
at Ffryes Beach dis-
played “a great sense 
of irresponsibility,” 
the attorney general is 
putting those who are 
inclined to socialise in 
this manner that such 
acts would not be tol-
erated in the future.
He noted that while 
the police went to the 
beach after reports 
were made, unfor-
tunately no charges 
were filed. “This will 
not happen again 
as the police will be 
better equipped to 
round-up everyone in 
attendance and they 
will be charged. We 
also hoped that when 
those charged appear 
before a magistrate 

they will receive the 
maximum penalties 
under the law if found 
guilty,” he added.
Health Minister Sir 
Molwyn Joseph called 
the staging of the so-
cial event on Sunday 
“a disrespect for the 
work of the health-

care workers who risk 
their lives to care for 
COVID-19 patients.”
He said he could not 
understand how some 
people could put their 
lives at risk with the 
behaviour that was on 
display on Sunday.
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BPM SWEEPS LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

The Barbuda People’s 
Movement (BPM) 
made a clean sweep of 
the five seats contested 
in Monday’s local gov-
ernment elections on 
the sister island.
It was a resounding vic-
tory for the BPM with 
its five candidates all 
topping the four hun-
dred-vote mark. None 
of the candidates for 
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Labour Party (ABLP) 
was able to muster 
three hundred votes.
The top vote-getter 
overall was Wayde Bur-
ton of the BPM who tal-
lied four hundred and 

ninety-nine votes, fol-
lowed by Melanie Beaz-
er with four hundred 
and fifty-eight votes. 
For the ABLP Alphonso 
Beazer tallied two hun-
dred and ninety-nine 
votes.
The Antigua and Bar-
buda Electoral Com-
mission (ABEC) said 
the poll went off peace-
fully with no incidents 
reported. ABEC spokes-
person, Elisa Graham, 
said all voters adhered 
to the strict health 
protocols by wearing 
masks as well as social 
distancing. While law 
enforcement was pres-

ent, they was never any 
reason to call them into 
action.
Returning Officer, Ver-
nest Mack, was the of-
ficer in charge of super-
vising the elections.
Commenting on the 
elections outcome, 
ABLP General Secre-
tary Mary Claire Hurst 
said the party itself took 
the view that it would 
not focus on the coun-
cil election, instead it 
would focus on devel-
opment for the island.
“We know that there 
was much displeasure 
with the government’s 
stance with respect 

to the land issue and 
matters related to the 
PLH development. 
However, the Barbu-
da branch was of the 
view that they want-
ed to contest the poll 
and we allowed them 
to proceed. Our focus 
from the party’s point 
of view is to bring eco-
nomic development 
to the island and when 
the employment situa-
tion there improves sig-
nificantly, then, we may 
focus on elections; that 
time is not now,” she re-
marked.
Meanwhile, secretary 
of the council, Paul 
Nedd was quite elated 
with the outcome of 
the poll but he was not 
very optimistic about 
improvements in the 
relationship between 
the central government 
in St John’s and the 
council. “Barbudans 
have been waiting for 
something to happen. 
There has never been 
a good relationship be-
tween the council and 
the central government 
and I feel that this out-
come will only serve to 
exacerbate the already 
bad relationship,” he 
stated.
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BPM SWEEPS LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

HMB HOLDINGS WANTS TO 
CONFISCATE WIOC SHARES 

GOVERNMENT PLANS TO PUT UP FOR SALE

The long-standing dis-
pute between the gov-
ernment and HMB 
Holdings, in particular 
its principal sharehold-
er, Natalia Querard, is 
taking a curious turn 
based on a motion she 
filed in the High Court.
Sources with infor-
mation on the matter 
said Querard wants the 
court to order the Min-
ister of Finance, in this 
case, Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne, to turn 
over all the shares in the 
West Indies Oil Com-
pany (WIOC) that the 
government intends to 
place on the market for 
sale.
The government is 
hoping to raise some 
eighteen million dollars 
from the proceeds of 
the sale and, according 
to the sources, that is 
the amount that is still 
outstanding to be paid 
to HMB Holdings by 
the government. Turn-
ing over the shares to 
HMB would therefore 
settle the outstanding 
debt owed to the com-
pany. Alternatively, she 
is asking that the mon-

ies raised from the sale 
should then be turned 
over to HMB Holdings.
According to the sourc-
es, the government has 
paid off the principal 
amount owed to HMB 
Holdings, but due to the 
economic crisis ush-
ered in by the corona-
virus pandemic, HMB 
Holdings, like many 
other creditors, may 
not have been paid for 
several months.
In any event, the gov-
ernment takes the view 
that HMB Holdings/
Querard is like any oth-
er creditor owed by the 
government and that it 
would be inappropri-
ate for the court to ele-
vate one creditor above 
the others.
Additionally, the gov-
ernment feels that un-
der the separation of 
powers arrangement 
each branch of govern-
ment – the executive, 
the legislature and the 
judiciary – is indepen-
dent of each other. 
Therefore, one arm of 
the government can-
not tread on the au-
thority of the other.

“The court cannot dic-
tate to the executive 
which creditor should 
be paid first; this ought 
not to be determined 
by the court. While 
the court can review 
the constitutionali-
ty of laws and Acts of 
Parliament, the court 
would be exceeding its 
authority if it attempts 
to instruct the minis-
ter of finance to make 
payments over mon-

ies which the finance 
minister has exclusive 
authority,” our source 
opined.
The source said that 
based on the severe 
economic challenges 
brought on by the pan-
demic, the government 
has had to prioritise its 
payments to creditors 
to ensure the proper 
functioning of the so-
ciety.
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA TO ARGUE FOR 
CLIMATE JUSTICE AT BIDEN’S SUMMIT OF 

FORTY WORLD LEADERS 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA TO ARGUE FOR 
CLIMATE JUSTICE AT BIDEN’S SUMMIT OF 

FORTY WORLD LEADERS 
Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Prime Minister, Gas-
ton Browne, says he in-
tends to make “a robust 
contribution on behalf 
of all CARICOM coun-
tries” when he partic-
ipates in the Summit 
Meeting on Climate 
organised by US Presi-
dent, Joseph Biden.
Prime Minister Browne 
is one of two Caribbean 
leaders invited by Presi-
dent Biden to the Sum-
mit of just forty Heads 
of Government from 
around the world. Ja-
maica’s Prime Minister 
Andrew Holness is the 
other Caribbean invi-
tee. The Summit will 
be held on 22nd abd 
23rd April with Presi-
dent Biden as Host. In 
issuing the invitation, 
President Biden said he 
was inviting the lead-
ers of the world’s major 
economies as well as 
“heads of other coun-
tries that are demon-
strating strong climate 
leadership and are es-
pecially vulnerable to 
climate impacts”. Since 
becoming Prime Min-
ister in March 2014, 
Prime Minister Browne 
has been a strong voice 
advocating in interna-
tional fora, for climate 
justice for Caribbean 

states. As recently as 
Monday 29th March, 
Prime Minister Browne 
told a Meeting of Heads 
of State and Govern-
ment on the Interna-
tional Debt Architec-
ture and Liquidity that 
Caribbean states “are 
the least contributors 
to the greenhouse gas-
es that cause Climate 
Change, yet they are its 
greatest casualties”.

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Prime Minister 
said he welcomed the 
invitation to partici-
pate in the Summit, 
organised by the US 
President, to make the 

case for small states 
everywhere. At today’s 
meeting, co-hosted by 
Holness and Canada’s 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, Browne ar-
gued that small island 
states “are facing an un-
precedented triple-fac-
eted challenge: cop-
ing with extraordinary 
public health demands 
from the pandemic; 
managing the social 
and development im-
pacts of its economic 
devastation; and pre-
paring for the enlarg-
ing effects of Climate 
Change”. Against this 
background, Browne, 
who is a former Banker, 

laid out proposals “to 
re-design the interna-
tional debt architecture 
and to build a bridge to 
recovery that works to 
benefit the world”.
The Antigua and Bar-
buda leader said that, 
before the April Sum-
mit with President 
Biden and other leaders 
of major economies, 
he intends to consult 
with CARICOM Heads 
of Government and 
to work closely with 
Prime Minister Holness 
“to present a strong and 
compelling Caribbean 
position” for climate 
justice.
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On Tuesday, March 30th, 
Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne received a com-
missioned art piece from 
Mr. Carl A Christopher, 
artist, creative mind, and 
proprietor of AGWASSA 
clothing and art studios.
The piece which was spe-
cifically commissioned by 
PM Browne was presented 
in marking the celebra-
tion of Women’s History 
Month.  
According to the artist, the 
piece, entitled ‘Mudda’ 
which is what we collo-
quially called our Grand-
mothers, is based on a 
Ugandan concept, de-
picting multitasking and 
hard-working women. “It 
is representing the women 
you may find in our gov-
ernment and in the world 
of work who are key in 
keeping the fabric of soci-
ety together. These wom-
en may not get a lot of the 
credit, may not get their 
names called, yet they bal-
ance work and keeping the 
family together. This piece 
helps to celebrate them.”
In accepting the com-
missioned artwork, PM 
Browne said, “This is a 
beautiful piece that de-
picts one of our forebears’ 
multitasking, working the 
field, while at the same 
time caring for her young. 

As we end the celebration 
of Women’s International 
Month, I want to use this 
opportunity to recom-
mit myself personally to 
the empowerment of all 
women here in Antigua 
and Barbuda, within the 
region, and globally. Wom-
en are the backbone of our 
society, and we must love, 
cherish, protect and em-
power them.”
PM Browne continued 
by expressing his sincere 
thanks to the entrepre-
neur. “Carl, I thank you 
very much, this is great 
work, a great story and I 
hope you will do several 
more of these pieces as we 
document our history, not 
only in word but its art.   I 
hope that other artist will 
follow your lead and pre-
pare similar pieces which 
will help to document our 
history in art and certain-
ly the contribution of our 
women to the develop-
ment of our society.”
Women’s History Month is 
a celebration of women’s 
contributions to history, 
culture, and society and 
has been observed annu-
ally in March since 1987. 
Women’s History Month 
takes place March 1st 
-Wednesday, March 31st.

ARTIST CELEBRATES INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S MONTH THROUGH 

COMMISSIONED WORK
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CARICOM Press Release on the AfCAR 
Joint Statement delivered on the occasion of the International 

Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade

The CARICOM and Af-
rican Group of coun-
tries made history in the 
United Nations today, 
when sixty-eight mem-
ber-countries of the two 
groupings delivered a 
joint statement as part 
of a new geopolitical 
grouping, which will be 
known as AfCAR (Africa 
Group-CARICOM).  The 
occasion was the meet-
ing of the UN General 
Assembly “to commem-
orate the International 
Day of Remembrance of 
the Victims of Slavery and 
the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade,” which was held 
under the theme, “End-
ing Slavery’s Legacy of 
Racism: A Global Imper-
ative for Justice.”
The establishment of 

the AfCAR Group is an 

indication of the grow-
ing and deepening ties 
between Africa and the 
Caribbean on social, eco-
nomic, cultural and other 
issues of common inter-
est. It builds on exchange 
visits between various 
African Presidents and 
CARICOM Heads of Gov-
ernment and on their de-
cisions to strengthen the 
relationship between the 
two regions. The opening 
of a CARICOM office in 
Nairobi, Kenya is expect-
ed to serve as a hub for 
multiple joint activities 
and deeper reach into the 
two regions. It is expect-
ed that AfCAR, with its 
sixty-eight countries, has 
the potential to be a pow-
erful group represent-
ing, advocating for and 
supporting CARICOM 

and African interests on 
a range of matters in the 
United Nations and mul-
tilateral agendas. 
The AfCAR statement 

was delivered on behalf of 
the sixty-right-member 
grouping by Her Excel-
lency Ambassador Car-
olyn Birkett of Guyana, 
who noted in her address 
that, “the horror of slavery 
separated twelve million 
Africans from the moth-
erland and created a di-
aspora in the Caribbean. 
Separated from our fam-
ilies, now we are standing 
here reunited with one 
voice. Given this historic 
reality and linkage, it is in-
deed fitting that AfCAR’s 
first statement within the 
United Nations should 
come as we commem-
orate the International 
Day of Remembrance of 
the Victims of Slavery and 
the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade.” 
“We should never cease 

to denounce all vestiges 
of racism, discrimination, 
xenophobia and intoler-
ance, as well as modern 
day slavery, while pro-

moting the principles 
enshrined in the United 
Nations Charter, and the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights,” the Am-
bassador continued. The 
AfCAR statement also 
pointed to the fact that, 
“urgent action by govern-
ments is needed to ad-
dress issues, which result 
in social exclusion, the 
perpetuation of racism, 
prejudice and discrim-
ination” and lamented 
the fact that “none of the 
SDGs explicitly calls for 
the eradication of sys-
temic racism and racial 
discrimination.” 
The statement also em-

phasised the “impor-
tance of implementing 
participatory policies 
that are culturally rele-
vant, free from racism 
and that promote equal-
ity and rights for all per-
sons of African descent.” 
It underscored that “the 
issue of reparations is 
pivotal to restorative jus-
tice and to creating op-
portunity and equity for 
those whose limbs and 
lives were used without 

Cont’d on pg 13
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mercy or remuneration 
to build societies and 
strong economies” and 
urged member-countries 
of the United Nations to 
“take concrete steps to 
eliminate the scourge of 
racism, and act decisively 
to safeguard the human 
rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all, without 
distinction as to race, sex, 
language, or religion.” 
The sixty-eight mem-

bers of AfCAR pledged 
their “unstinting com-
mitment of the Mem-
ber States of the African 
Group and the Caribbean 
Community” in efforts by 
the United Nations to dis-
mantle racism and other 
legacies of slavery. The 
sentiments expressed by 
AfCAR found strong res-
onance in the remarks 
made by Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres 
who observed that, “end-
ing slavery’s legacy of rac-
ism is a global imperative 
for justice.” 
The Secretary-General 

also noted that, “the im-
pact of the slave trade re-
mains visible in racial in-
justices and inequalities 
today.” He posited that 
the transatlantic slave 
trade  “strengthened the 
colonial project, enrich-
ing its multitude of ben-
eficiaries at the expense 
of the lives of the en-

slaved.” Secretary-Gen-
eral Guterres concluded 
that “while the transat-
lantic slave trade ended 
over two centuries ago, 
the ideas that propelled 
it remain alive today. . . . 
We must counter all lies 
of racial supremacy. The 
irrefutable fact is that we 
are all equally part of one 
race – humankind.”
Discussions, followed by 

efforts to put in place and 
formalise AfCAR, started 
between the CARICOM 
and African Caucuses 
to the United Nations in 
late 2019, but were inter-
rupted for some months 
when COVID-19 brought 
regular UN meetings to a 
halt. In planning its for-
mat and structure, the 
Caucuses of the two re-
gional groupings decid-
ed that the Group would 
be called the African 
Group-CARICOM Cau-
cus (AfCAR) Collabora-
tion Initiative at the Unit-
ed Nations Headquarters 
in New York. The purpose 
of AfCAR is broadly an-
chored on reinforcing the 
historical bonds between 
African and CARICOM 
states, based on common 
aspirations and the three 
principles of solidarity, 
partnership and multilat-
eralism for the common 
benefit of the two regions. 
AfCAR seeks to ensure 

a structured and coor-
dinated approach and 
cooperation on issues of 
common interest on the 
agenda of the United Na-
tions at Headquarters in 
New York and thus facil-
itate the desire of African 
and CARICOM Heads of 
State and Government 
and the aspirations of 
the peoples of the two 
interconnected regions. 
To advance the interests 
of the Group, the ambas-
sadors of Botswana, His 
Excellency Collen Vixen 
Kelapile, and Grenada, 
Her Excellency Keisha A. 
McGuire were appointed 
as  Co-Chairs and region-
al steering committees 
established. The region-

al steering committees 
comprise of, from the 
African Group, the am-
bassadors of Algeria, Bo-
tswana (co-Chair), Cam-
eroon, Eritrea, Kenya, 
Morocco, Rwanda and 
Sierra Leone, and from 
the CARICOM Caucus, 
the ambassadors of Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Barba-
dos, Grenada (co-Chair), 
Suriname and Trinidad 
and Tobago. 
Now that AfCAR has 

made its debut within 
the United Nations, the 
Group is expected to en-
hance cooperation and 
be more active on issues 
of common interest. 
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WATER FIGHT: ISRAEL TURNS OFF JORDAN’S 
WATER SUPPLY AMID DROUGHT 

AND ‘PERSONAL FRICTIONS,’ MEDIA REPORTS

RT - Already in trouble with 
Jordan, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu escalat-
ed tensions with his country’s 
closest Arab ally on Friday by 
unilaterally rejecting its request 
to increase water supply to the 
drought-hit kingdom.
Netanyahu’s decision – report-

edly influenced by a souring of 
his personal relationship with 
Jordanian King Abdullah II – 

went against the security ser-
vices recommendation to avoid 
risking historic water-sharing 
agreements critical to peace in 
the region.
According to the Haaretz news-

paper, Netanyahu did not “re-
spond positively even though 
professionals in water matters 
and defence establishment offi-
cials recommended acceding to 
the request.”

In accordance with the 1994 
peace agreement between the 
two neighbours, Israel routinely 
supplies the kingdom with wa-
ter it pumps out of the Jordan 
river. There has also been a tac-
it understanding between the 
countries that Amman could 
ask for – and would be granted – 
additional amounts during dry 
seasons.
The latest request, submitted 

Cont’d on pg 15
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earlier this month, was 
discussed last week by 
a bilateral joint com-
mittee. However, as 
Haaretz reported,“N-
etanyahu and the Na-
tional Security Council 
delayed their answer in 
a manner that attested 
to his intention of de-
nying the request.”
The episode revealed 

the depth of the cri-
sis between the two 
countries – at least part 
of which has been at-
tributed to “personal 
friction” between the 
two heads of state.
“The major problem 

is there is no dialogue 
between the number 
ones, that is the prime 
minister and the king 
of Jordan,” Oded Eran, 
a former Israeli ambas-
sador to Jordan, told 
Al-Jazeera.
Noting that the“lack of 

trust” had been exacer-
bated by Israel’s moves 

last year to annex parts 
of the occupied West 
Bank, Eran said the two 
leaders might not have 
met or spoken for at 
least three years.
In recent weeks, the 

two countries have en-
gaged in public tit-for-
tat snubs. According to 
the Middle East Mon-
itor, tensions mount-
ed after Netanyahu’s 
pre-election visit to 
the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) earlier in 
March – what would 
have been his first since 
signing normalisation 
agreements last year – 
had to be called off.
Although the official 

line put the cancella-
tion down to “difficul-
ties in coordinating his 
flight in Jordan’s air-
space,” Israeli broad-
caster Kan reported 
that Jordanian authori-
ties had refused to clear 
any routes through its 

airspace.
According to Israe-

li daily Maariv, an in-
censed Netanyahu re-
sponded by directing 
aviation authorities to 
close Israel’s airspace to 
flights from Jordan – in 
flagrant violation of the 
peace agreement. The 
order was later rescind-
ed. That episode came 
a day after a dispute 
over security arrange-
ments over a proposed 
visit by Jordan’s Prince 
Hussein to the Temple 
Mount compound in 
Jerusalem. According 
to Haaretz, the Jordani-
ans demanded that the 
prince be accompa-
nied by an entourage of 
his armed bodyguards.
“A compromise was 

reached with the Shin 
Bet [Israeli’s internal se-
curity force] regarding 
the number of guards 
and the weapons they 
would carry, but then 

another dispute broke 
out over the prince’s 
wish to visit some 
churches in the city. 
The Shin Bet object-
ed and the Jordanians 
cancelled the visit,” the 
paper reported.
Netanyahu was re-

cently quoted as say-
ing that “the Jorda-
nians need us much 
more than we need 
them.” As well, jour-
nalists with ties to the 
prime minister have 
reportedly presented 
Jordan as “a weak state 
whose importance is 
diminishing against 
the backdrop of Israel’s 
normalisation agree-
ments.”
According to Haaretz, 

however, Israel’s de-
fence establishment 
sources have “strongly 
disputed this assess-
ment” and continue to 
view Jordan as a crucial 
national security ally.
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REGIONAL NEWS

DOMINICA MEETS WITH UNITED 
NATIONS SUB-REGIONAL TEAM FOR 

BARBADOS AND EASTERN CARIBBEAN

The government of 
Dominica engaged in 
a high level dialogue 
with the United Nations 
Sub-Regional Team for 
Barbados and the East-
ern Caribbean, to pro-
vide a road map for a 
more upscaled partner-
ship and better tailored 
support to meet the pri-
ority needs of the gov-
ernment and people of 
Dominica.
The Dominica delega-
tion was headed by the 
Prime Minister Roosevelt 
Skerrit, and included 
members of cabinet and 
senior public officers, 
while the UN Team led 
by UN Resident Coor-
dinator, Didier Trebucq, 
included the heads of 
UN agencies, funds and 
programmes.
The virtual talks sought 

to affirm, at the highest 
level, the UN’s commit-
ment to strengthening 
cooperation with Domi-
nica. This includes iden-
tifying key priorities or 
gaps to be addressed, 
based on national strat-
egies and development 
challenges, opportuni-
ties for advancing prog-
ress on implementation 
of the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs), 
and establishment of a 
joint national steering 
committee to provide 
oversight for effective 
programme implemen-
tation, monitoring and 
reporting.
Describing the meet-
ing as a right step in 
strengthening Domini-
ca’s relationship with the 
UN, Prime Minister Sker-
rit welcomed the efforts 

by the UN Development 
System to streamline its 
support and improve 
administrative coordina-
tion towards Dominica’s 
national agenda. “Over 
the years, the UN has 
been a trusted and reli-
able partner to the gov-
ernment of Dominica. 
In the last few years, par-
ticularly post Hurricane 
Maria, Dominica’s en-
gagement with the UN 
has intensified with sup-
port from more agencies 
within the UN system, 
for social protection pro-
grammes, disaster risk 
reduction and recovery, 
climate resilience strate-
gy, and economic devel-
opment,” he noted.
UN Resident Coordina-
tor, Mr. Didier Trebucq, 
underscored the UN’s 
continued commitment 

to responding to Domi-
nica’s unique needs, op-
erationalised through 
a new Dominica-UN 
Implementation Plan 
to provide the country 
with a more integrated 
support from the UN 
system, and enhanced 
by the presence of an 
in- country UN Coordi-
nation Officer. “As part of 
our ongoing UN Reform 
efforts, we have been 
increasing our diverse 
support for SIDS and 
particularly to address 
their vulnerabilities as 
a result of COVID-19. It 
is about bringing a dis-
tinctive upscaled offer 
that better tailors our 
policy and technical sup-
port to each country in 
alignment with national 
needs and regional pri-
orities,” he underlined.
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Guyana Chronicle - The 
first batch of Oxford-As-
traZeneca vaccine for 
COVID-19 through the 
COVAX facility, com-
prising a quantity of 
twenty-four thousand 
doses, were received on 
Monday morning at the 
Cheddi Jagan Interna-
tional Airport (CJIA).
The COVAX facility is a 
global mechanism that 
was created to ensure 
the equitable distribu-
tion of COVID-19 vac-
cines. COVAX is made 
up of the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI); the 
Vaccine Alliance Gavi; 
the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF); 

the Pan American Health 
Organisation (PAHO); 
the World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) and other 
stakeholders.
During the initial distri-
bution phase from CO-
VAX, Guyana is expect-
ed to receive a total of 
one hundred thousand, 
eight hundred doses of 
vaccine. Pan American 
Health Organisation/ 
World Health Organi-
sation (PAHO/WHO) 
Country Representative 
to Guyana, Dr. Luis Co-
dina, at the handing over 
ceremony held at the 
CJIA, noted that this first 
delivery will be comple-
mented with the remain-
ing doses expected be-

tween April and May.
According to allocation 
figures on Gavi’s web-
site, fifteen Caribbean 
countries will receive just 
over 2.1 million doses of 
COVAX vaccines by May. 
Guyana is part of the 
smaller grouping of Ad-
vance Market Commit-
ment (AMC) countries 
which will receive their 
first tranche of vaccines 
for free. Even though the 
first batch is a small por-
tion of the overall supply 
of vaccines to be made 
available to the country 
through the COVAX facil-
ity, it is expected to go a 
long way to continue the 
vaccination drive that is 
currently ongoing.
Dr. Leslie Ramsammy, 
advisor to the Ministry of 
Health, who represented 
the Government of Guy-
ana at the handing over 
of the vaccines, disclosed 
that thirty-one thousand 
individuals residing in 
Guyana have so far re-
ceived their first dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine.
Dr. Ramsammy, a former 
Health Minister, noted 
that with the arrival of 
the first batch of vaccines 
through the COVAX facil-
ity and the expected ar-
rival of the two hundred 
thousand doses of the 
Russian Sputnik V vac-

cine in a matter of days, 
it is the government’s in-
tention to inoculate ten 
thousand persons per 
day, starting this week.
Further, this week, 
the second dose of 
COVID-19 vaccines will 
be available to those per-
sons who received their 
first ‘jab’ during the ini-
tial stages of vaccination.
“So, Guyana is on the 
road, we are demonstrat-
ing that we are Guyana 
strong and we are on the 
road to ensuring that all 
persons resident within 
our borders are vacci-
nated in 2021,” Dr. Ram-
sammy said.
Dr. Ramsammy com-
mended the COVAX ini-
tiative and expressed 
gratitude on behalf of the 
government of Guyana 
to the stakeholders of the 
initiative for the timely 
donation.
“The intent [of COVAX] 
was to ensure that we 
put a dent in the inequi-
ty for vaccine supply. We 
may not have prevented 
the inequity but they are 
aggressive steps being 
made to ensure that no 
matter which country, 
we will be vaccinated 
against COVID-19,” Dr. 
Ramsammy said.

FIRST BATCH OF COVAX 
VACCINE ARRIVES IN GUYANA

31,000 Guyanese already vaccinated
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FRIDAY CALLS FOR DETAILS ABOUT 
SAFE REOPENING OF SCHOOLS

REGIONAL NEWS

iWitness News – St. 
Vincent and the Gren-
adines Leader of the 
Opposition Godwin 
Friday says that Edu-
cation Minister Curtis 
King must say how stu-
dents are to return to 
the classroom safely on 
12th April.
Students are scheduled 
to return to the physi-
cal classroom on 12th 
April for the first time 
this year, following an 
uptick in COVID-19 
cases late December.
The number of active 
cases has since fallen 
dramatically, standing 
at one hundred and 
forty-one on Saturday, 
down from a high of 
over one thousand a 
few weeks ago.
Speaking at a New 
Democratic Party press 

conference, Friday 
noted the discussions 
about the reopening of 
schools.
He said that it is import-
ant that students re-
turn to the classroom, 
but this should only be 
done if it is safe to do so.
“The current upsurge 
in COVID-19 cases 
here and the death of 
ten people have under-
standably caused great 
pause among our peo-
ple, [causes] fears; and 
people have retreated,” 
he said.
He said that most peo-
ple have responded by 
taking and continuing 
to take the necessary 
measures to protect 
themselves and others, 
especially the wearing 
of face masks.
“This is what I under-

stand the teachers — 
who are the ones who 
deliver the programme, 
and they know what 
their students are miss-
ing out on — to be say-
ing.
“We must also reflect 
on how they are going 
to make up for the lost 
time.”
He noted that Southern 
Grenadines MP Ter-
rance Ollivierre, the op-
position spokesperson 
on education matters, 
raised at this month’s 
meeting of Parliament 
the issue of making up 
for time lost as a result 
of the pandemic.
“With young people, 
where you are building 
the foundation at pri-
mary school, you don’t 
say, well, ‘Them things 
past, we done leave 

those subjects behind, 
let’s move on to some-
thing else’, because the 
one builds upon the 
other, so we have to 
have the foundation 
properly laid, so we 
have to go back and lay 
that foundation now or 
when we can do so, the 
soonest we can do so,” 
Friday said.
He said that the edu-
cation minister has to 
have a plan as to how 
lost time is going to be 
made up for.
“It can’t just be simply 
that we move forward 
again as quickly as pos-
sible to get to where we 
should be in the third 
term of the secondary 
school or the primary 
school.”
He said he thinks that 
the impact is greatest 
on primary school “be-
cause when you build 
a foundation, if it is not 
solid, everything else 
it’s built upon, it be-
comes jeopardised. So 
we have to look at this 
very seriously.”
He said that the online 
classes in which stu-
dents were engaged 
was a heroic effort by 
many teachers, espe-
cially those who teach 
younger children.
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Prof. Sir Hilary Beackles

REGIONAL NEWS

THE UWI RISING

Barbados Advocate - 
The University of the 
West Indies (The UWI) 
can today boast of being 
one of the world’s most 
globalised universities 
with academic and phys-
ical centres across five 
continents.
The institution has been 
transformed and its rep-
utation regionally and 
globally has never been 
higher.
“The UWI of ten years 
ago is no longer,” Vice 
Chancellor Professor Sir 
Hilary Beckles declared 
during “The State of Our 
University Address” yes-
terday.
The UWI continues its 
upward trajectory on 
the Times Higher Edu-
cation list, ranking in the 
top four per cent of the 
world’s finest universities 
in a field of over twen-
ty-six thousand universi-

ties.
“The Times Higher Edu-
cation informed us that 
what we have achieved 
is quite spectacular. 
That many universities 
had taken thirty years to 
achieve what we have 
achieved in a mere three 
years,” Professor Beckles 
said. However, he admit-
ted that one area where 
the university is weak 
and needs to be fixed is 
in its global presence.
“The ranking matrix 
when simulated showed 
that UWI needed to go 
global if it wished to join 
the elite band of respect-
ed universities. We could 
stay local and remain 
average or we could go 
global and rise up to the 
elite standard of the best 
universities in the world 
– we chose to go global. 
“The UWI chose to go 
global and in so doing 

reinvested and trans-
formed The University 
of the West Indies. We are 
now a fully-fledged, elite, 
first-class, global univer-
sity rooted in the Carib-
bean,” he told regional 
media.
Professor Beckles said 
that The UWI was never 
meant to be small and 
small-minded, parochi-
al, and inward-looking. 
“This is why we were 
able to withstand and 
provide leadership in the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
“This is why we were able 
to transition to online 
education, mobilise our 
students, mobilise our 
faculties and managers, 
implement online teach-
ing and learning, and 
take a generation of stu-
dents through the com-
pletion of their academic 
programmes,” he said.
The Vice Chancellor fur-
ther insisted that the 
Caribbean deserves and 
has always demanded 
a University having a 
teaching, research, and 
global presence in every 
continent of the world.

Hence, with the sup-
port of the finest univer-
sities in the Americas, 
Asia, Africa, and Europe, 
The UWI has created a 
network of global aca-

demic activity. The UWI 
is making connections 
with Chinese expertise 
through its partnership 
with the Global Institute 
of Software Engineering 
(GIST) in Suzhou, Chi-
na; The State University 
of New York (SUNY) and 
The UWI are collabo-
rating in a unique mis-
sion to tackle some of 
the world’s most press-
ing problems through 
the SUNY-UWI Centre 
for Leadership and Sus-
tainable Development; 
a collaboration with the 
University of Johannes-
burg for the Institute for 
Global African Affairs 
at Cave Hill Campus; 
working towards the cre-
ation of an Institute for 
Industry-Academic Part-
nership with Coventry 
University; working with 
the University of Lagos 
(UNILAG) to develop the 
UNILAG-UWI Institute 
of African and Diaspora 
Studies – an institute at 
the University of Lagos 
in southwestern Nigeria; 
and The UWI-University 
of Havana in Cuba.
Moreover, in the next 
two weeks, a Centre in 
Barbados between The 
UWI and the University 
of Glasgow will be estab-
lished.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

WHAT’S UP

LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

TELL US WHAT’S 
HAPPENING 

IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY.
Submit community notices to 

news@pointville.ag

COMICS

“The Ministry of Tourism and Invest-
ment would like to advise all small and 
large property owners that ALL tour-
ism accommodations MUST be in-

spected and certified to operate in the 
current Covid climate.

Once certified, the property will be 
published on the official “certified tour-
ism accommodation” list that is updat-
ed daily and shared with the relevant 

airport and health authorities. 

Once your property is found to be 
operating without the proper certifica-
tion, you will be reported to the health 
authorities who will take all necessary 

corrective actions.

Please be guided accordingly.”
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YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

Dance and enjoy romance under the 
light of tonight’s Full Moon. In the 
week to come, you may experience a 
positive and uplifting shift in your key 
relationships. Cement existing partner-
ships with acts of loyalty.

 Widen your sphere of influence in the 
week ahead. You won’t meet anyone 
by sitting around the house, so get out 
and about for the best results. You and 
a special someone might find time for 
special moments tonight.

 You like books but especially enjoy 
the book of love. Although there is 
no actual user’s manual for romantic 
gestures or encounters, you can use 
your imagination to delight your loved 
ones this week.

During the upcoming week, you may 
have the enthusiasm and desire to add 
creative touches to every project. Put 
the pedal to the metal when you have 
something to accomplish that requires 
a discerning eye.

The traffic lights of love will likely 
be green in the week ahead, so feel 
free to cruise the streets of romantic 
bliss. Someone may admire your good 
manners and judgment and express a 
desire to get to know you better.

 Love might be your favorite four-let-
ter word in the upcoming week. The 
kindness and sensitivity that other 
people demonstrate might make you 
feel treasured. Make smart decisions 
about spending.

1 Immature (6)
4 Finish (3,2)
7 Debacle (6)
8 Extreme aversion (6)
9 Sandwich-maker (4)
10 Disregard (8)
12 Cosset (11)
17 Fairground attraction (3,5)
19 Bridge (4)
20 Inception (6)
21 Antagonism (6)
22 Loose (5)
23	 Under	the	influence	(of	drink	or	drugs)	(6)

1	 Professional	outfit	(7)
2 Calming (7)
3	 First	version	of	a	new	product	(9)
4 Escort (5)
5 Force to take part (7)
6 Stunts (6)
11 Lent me oil (anag) — it’s soothing (9)
13	 Unfinished	(7)
14 My Old Man’s job (7)
15	 Successfully	demanded	(7)
16 Take in (6)
18 Alarming — unshaven (5)

Across

Down

 The Full Moon in your sign can 
brighten the night as well as your own 
inner landscape. You may shine in the 
reflected light of a loved one’s suc-
cess and enjoy heightened romantic 
thoughts in the week ahead.

 Plan your work and work your plan. 
In the week to come, you may handle 
both career and money matters with 
an air of refinement and delicacy that 
everyone likely will admire. Take time 
to chat with close friends.

Your inner compass might point you 
in the right direction so that you can 
find the one you cherish the most. The 
week ahead is likely to offer you more 
opportunities for happy social interac-
tions and pleasures.

Show your family how much you love 
them. Your home could be the center 
of dynamic activity in the week ahead. 
There could be helpful changes within 
the family unit. You can expect to hear 
some good news.

Don’t let one lucky break or a few 
successes go to your head and make 
you cocky. No matter how good you 
are, there is always something new to 
learn. Keep your feet on the ground 
and your ego in check in the coming 
week.

Express your love of beautiful things 
and invest in them as the week 
unfolds. Your creative side may be 
activated by inspiring people, and you 
can put your own imaginative ideas to 
use on anything you work on.
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‘Lighting a fuse’: Amazon vote may 
spark more union pushes

AP Alabama - What 
happens inside a ware-
house in Bessemer, 
Alabama, could have 
major implications not 
just for the country’s 
second-largest employ-
er but the labour move-
ment at large.

Organisers are push-
ing for some six thou-
sand Amazon workers 
there to join the Retail, 
Wholesale and De-
partment Store Union 
(RWDSU) on the prom-
ise it will lead to better 
working conditions, 
better pay and more re-
spect. Amazon is push-
ing back, arguing that 
it already offers more 
than twice the mini-
mum wage in Alabama 
and workers get such 
benefits as healthcare, 
vision and dental in-
surance without paying 
union dues.

The two sides are fully 
aware that it’s not just 
the Bessemer ware-
house on the line. Or-
ganisers hope what 
happens there will 
inspire thousands of 
workers nationwide — 
and not just at Amazon 
— to consider unionis-
ing and revive a labour 
movement that has 
been waning for de-
cades.

“This is lighting a fuse, 

which I believe is going 
to spark an explosion 
of union organising 
across the country, re-
gardless of the results,” 
says RWDSU president 
Stuart Appelbaum.

The union push could 
spread to other parts of 
Amazon and threaten 
the company’s profits, 
which soared eighty-
four per cent last year 
to twenty-one billion 
dollars. At a time when 
many companies were 
cutting jobs, Amazon 
was one of the few still 
hiring, bringing on 
board five hundred 
thousand people last 
year alone to keep up 
with a surge of online 
orders.

Bessemer workers 
finished casting their 
votes on Monday. The 
counting begins on 
Tuesday, which could 
take days or longer de-
pending on how many 
votes are received and 

how much time it takes 
for each side to review. 
The process is being 
overseen by the Na-
tional Labour Relations 
Board and a majority of 
the votes will decide the 
final outcome.

What that outcome 
will be is anyone’s guess. 
Appelbaum thinks 
workers who voted 
early likely rejected the 
union because Am-
azon’s messaging got 
to them first. He says 
momentum changed 
in March as organisers 
talked to more work-
ers and heard from 
basketball players and 
high-profile elected of-
ficials, including Presi-
dent Joe Biden.

For Amazon, which 
employs more than 
nine hundred and fifty 
thousand full- and part-
time workers in the U.S. 
and nearly 1.3 million 
worldwide, a union 
could lead to higher 

wages that would eat 
into its profits. High-
er wages would also 
mean higher costs to 
get packages to shop-
pers’ doorsteps, which 
may prompt Amazon 
to raise prices, says Erik 
Gordon, a professor at 
the University of Mich-
igan’s Ross School of 
Business.

In a statement, Ama-
zon says it encouraged 
all its employees to vote 
and that “their voices 
will be heard in the days 
ahead.”

Any push to union-
ise is considered a long 
shot, since labour laws 
tend to favour employ-
ers. Alabama itself is a 
“right-to-work” state, 
which allows workers 
in unionised shops to 
opt out of paying union 
dues even as they retain 
the benefits and job 
protection negotiated 
by the union.
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Exclusive: U.S. investigations into cartels 
paralysed by standoff with Mexico

WASHINGTON (Re-
uters) - U.S. efforts to 
battle powerful drug 
cartels from inside 
Mexico have ground to 
a halt since January as 
strained relations be-
tween the two countries 
have frozen attempts to 
corral drug kingpins, 
according to current 
and former senior offi-
cials in both nations.

Until recently, U.S. 
and Mexican author-
ities routinely, if cau-
tiously, shared intelli-
gence on major cases. 
But in December, Mex-
ico enacted a law re-
quiring U.S. authorities 
to report their law-en-
forcement contacts 
in the country to the 
Mexican government, 
which American inves-
tigators widely view as 
corrupt. The new poli-
cy has led investigators 
on both sides of the 
border to pause their 

cooperation, fearful 
that the new disclosure 
rules could compro-
mise cases - or worse, 
get informants or Mexi-
can officials helping the 
Americans killed.

On-the-ground oper-
ations, including raids 
on Mexican drug labs, 
have largely ceased 
and U.S. authorities are 
now struggling to track 
movements of U.S.-
bound cocaine from 
Venezuela and Colom-
bia through Central 
America and into Mex-
ico, according to two 
sources familiar with 
the matter. Some U.S. 
drug agents working in 
Mexico reported that 
they had been tailed 
by local police, rais-
ing alarms about their 
safety. And dozens of 
U.S. law enforcement 
agents cannot get visas 
to work in Mexico.

“Most of our most 

important cases are at 
a standstill,” a senior 
U.S. law enforcement 
official told Reuters. “If 
we have to report our 
sources to their foreign 
ministry, it jeopardises 
our sources and meth-
ods. The system is set 
up intentionally now 
so that Mexican law 
enforcement can’t help 
us.”

A senior Mexican mil-
itary official said his 
country has engaged in 
virtually no anti-drug 
efforts with the Unit-
ed States since the new 
law was passed.

“Without U.S. sup-
port - in technology 
and intelligence - it 
will be more difficult to 
contain crime,” the offi-
cial said.

Spokespersons from 
Mexico’s Secretariat of 
Public Security, the for-
eign ministry and the 
Mexican Navy, which 

play leading roles in the 
county’s international 
drug interdiction ef-
forts, did not respond 
to queries for this arti-
cle. But a Mexican of-
ficial familiar with the 
matter described the 
rift as more adminis-
trative and temporary 
than substantive.

“It’s not that coopera-
tion is now paralysed,” 
the official said, speak-
ing on condition of an-
onymity. The official 
predicted that things 
will return to normal 
when it becomes clear 
which Mexican officials 
will have access to sen-
sitive information.

Mexico adopted the 
new law shortly after 
the United States ar-
rested former Mexican 
defence minister Sal-
vador Cienfuegos on 
charges that he helped 
the cartels smuggle 
thousands of kilos of 
heroin, cocaine and 
methamphetamine.

The arrest was part of 
what some U.S. officials 
described as a new will-
ingness by American 
investigators to target 
ties between drug car-
tels and top echelons of 
Mexico’s government. 
But in Mexico, it trig-
gered an unexpected 
backlash.
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More work needed to rule out 
lab leak theory says WHO

BBC World News - 
The head of the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) says further in-
vestigation is needed to 
conclusively rule out a 
theory that COVID-19 
emerged from a labo-
ratory in China. Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said on Tuesday that 
although a laboratory 
leak is the least likely 
cause, more extensive 
research is needed.

The virus was first 
detected in Wuhan, in 
China’s Hubei province 
in late 2019.

The Chinese govern-
ment has dismissed 
the allegations of a vi-
rus leak. Since the nov-
el coronavirus was first 
identified, more than 
2.7 million people are 
known have died from 
it, with more than one 
hundred ad twen-
ty-seven million cases 
worldwide.

An international team 
of experts travelled to 
Wuhan in January to 
probe the origins of the 
virus. Their research 
relied on samples and 
evidence provided by 
Chinese officials.

Dr Tedros said the 
team had difficulty ac-
cessing raw data and 
called for “more time-
ly and comprehensive 

data sharing” in the 
future. The team inves-
tigated all possibilities, 
including one theory 
that the virus had orig-
inated at the Wuhan In-
stitute of Virology. The 
institute is the world’s 
leading authority on 
the collection, stor-
age and study of bat 
coronaviruses. Former 
US President Donald 
Trump was among 
those who supported 
the theory that the vi-
rus might have escaped 
from a lab.

But a report by WHO 
and Chinese experts 
released on Tuesday 
and seen by AFP news 
agency, said the lab leak 
explanation was highly 
unlikely and the virus 
had probably jumped 
from bats to humans 
via another intermedi-

ary animal.
However the theory 

“requires further inves-
tigation, potential with 
additional missions 
involving specialist ex-
perts,” Dr Tedros said.

“Let me say clearly 
that as far as WHO is 
concerned, all hypoth-
eses remain on the ta-
ble,” he added.

Also on Tuesday, 
WHO investigation 
team leader, Peter Ben 
Embarek, said his team 
had found no evidence 
that any laboratories in 
Wuhan were involved 
in the outbreak.

He added that his 
team had felt under po-
litical pressure, includ-
ing from outside China, 
but said he was never 
pressed to remove any-
thing from the team’s 
final report.

Dr Embarak added 
that it was “perfect-
ly possible” that cases 
were circulating in the 
Wuhan area in October 
or November 2019. Chi-
na informed the WHO 
about cases on 3rd Jan-
uary, a month after the 
first reported infection.

Shortly after, the US 
and thirteen allies in-
cluding South Korea, 
Australia and the UK, 
voiced concern over 
the report and urged 
China to provide “full 
access” to experts. The 
statement said the mis-
sion to Wuhan was “sig-
nificantly delayed and 
lacked access to com-
plete, original data and 
samples.”

The group pledged to 
work together with the 
WHO.
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Witness: Officer in Floyd case 
gave onlookers a ‘cold’ stare

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
— As onlookers plead-
ed with Minneapolis 
police Officer Derek 
Chauvin to take his 
knee off George Floyd’s 
neck, Chauvin just 
gave them a “cold” and 
“heartless” stare, the 
teenager who shot the 
harrowing video of the 
arrest testified Tuesday 
at Chauvin’s murder tri-
al. In sometimes-tear-
ful testimony, Darnella 
Frazier, eighteen, said 
Chauvin continued to 
kneel on Floyd’s neck 
and fellow officer Tou 
Thao wouldn’t let on-
lookers get close, even 
when one of them 

identified herself as a 
firefighter and begged 
repeatedly to check 
Floyd’s pulse.

“They definitely put 
their hands on the 
Mace, and we all pulled 
back,” Frazier told the 
jury.

Frazier said of Chau-
vin: “He just stared at 
us, looked at us. He 
had like this cold look, 
heartless. He didn’t care. 
It seemed as if he didn’t 
care what we were say-
ing.”

Floyd’s death last May, 
along with the video of 
the Black man pleading 
that he couldn’t breathe 
and onlookers angrily 

yelling at the white of-
ficer to get off him, trig-
gered sometimes-vio-
lent protests around the 
world and a reckoning 
over racism and police 
brutality across the U.S.

Frazier testified that 
she began recording 
the scene because “it 
wasn’t right, he was suf-
fering, he was in pain.”

She said she had 
walked to a conve-
nience store with her 
nine-year-old cousin 
when she came upon 
the officers, and sent 
the girl inside because 
she did not want her 
to see “a man terrified, 
scared, begging for his 

life.” Frazier breathed 
heavily and wept as 
she viewed pictures of 
Chauvin kneeling on 
Floyd and after a pros-
ecutor asked her to de-
scribe how the encoun-
ter changed her life.

She said she looks 
at her father and oth-
er Black men in her 
life, and “how that 
could have been one of 
them.”

“I stay up at night 
apologising to George 
Floyd for not doing 
more ... not saving his 
life,” she said, adding of 
Chauvin: “It’s not what 
I should have done, it’s 
what he should have 
done.”

Chauvin’s attorney 
Eric Nelson sought re-
peatedly to show that 
Chauvin and his fellow 
officers found them-
selves in an increasing-
ly tense and distract-
ing situation, with the 
growing crowd of on-
lookers becoming ag-
itated and menacing 
over Floyd’s treatment.

Under cross-exam-
ination from Nelson, 
Frazier said bystanders 
became increasingly 
upset by what they were 
seeing and got louder 
and louder, “more so as 
he was becoming more 
unresponsive.”
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SPNCricinfo - Kraigg Brathwaite 
completed a ninth Test century in the 
first over of the day, before Rahkeem 
Cornwall and later Lahiru Thirimanne 
completed half-centuries during a 
meandering day of Test cricket that 
ended with neither team ascendant, 
again.

West Indies’ eventual 354 was more 
than Sri Lanka would have liked to 
concede. But at stumps, Sri Lanka 
had gotten to a reasonable 134 for 
3. On a pitch that offered little assis-
tance to the bowlers, they were still 
in the hunt to haul in the opposition’s 
lead.

This was, however, a slow day of 
Test cricket. Only six wickets fell, 
and despite that, only 203 runs were 
scored across 86 overs - a scoring 
rate of 2.36. Only Cornwall batted 
with adventure, in the first hour of the 
day, with both West Indies’ and Sri 
Lanka’s remaining batsmen choos-
ing to dig in on a slow track. The 
visitors had Dinesh Chandimal and 
Dhananjaya de Silva not out at the 
close. Chandimal was 34 off 80; de 
Silva 23 off 95. Slow.

There had been some excitement in 
the earliest overs of the day, how-
ever, as Brathwaite moved from his 
overnight 99 into triple figures with a 
single to fine leg. Cornwall then also 
completed a half-century, edging a 
ball behind point for four in the third 
over of the day.

It was in the first hour of play that 
West Indies made the most ground, 
and it was Cornwall who did most 
of the damage: flicking, punching, 
driving and sometimes edging for-
tuitously as Sri Lanka grew visibly 
frustrated that the eighth wicket had 
taken them so long. The pair batted 
through the first hour and wound up 
producing a century stand, the first 
of the innings. Their partnership was 
worth 103 when Cornwall holed out 
to mid-on to give Suranga Lakmal 
his fourth wicket, ending with 73 off 
92 balls.

Kemar Roach attempted to hang in 
and managed to stick around for 36 
balls while Brathwaite continued to 
hold his end tight, progressing only 
gradually. Dushmantha Chameera 
put an end to the innings though, 
having Roach caught behind and 
getting Brathwaite to play on for 126 
in successive overs. Still, West In-
dies had frustrated the visitors for an 
entire session, and grown their total 
by 67 runs.

Sri Lanka’s response was sedate 
from the outset. Although Thiri-
manne began confidently, driving 
his second ball through mid-off for 
four, he quickly settled into a mea-
sured rhythm. That first boundary did 
set up something of a trend as Thiri-
manne collected four of his eventual 
six boundaries down the ground. But 
it was the less ambitious strokes that 
defined the innings - the blocks, the 
leaves and the singles square of the 

wicket. Not long after tea, he reached 
50 with a run to point. It was his third 
consecutive half-century.

Around him though, the top order 
faltered. Dimuth Karunaratne fell 
cheaply again. He took a single off 
the first delivery he faced, remained 
scoreless for the next 15 balls, then 
fell attempting an expansive drive 
off the bowling of Alzarri Joseph. 
Karunaratne’s thick edge might have 
passed between the cordon and gul-
ly, but Nkrumah Bonner provided the 
best piece of catching in the series 
when he leapt hard to his right and 
clinched the ball one-handed as it 
threatened to zip rapidly by him.

Oshada Fernando produced an un-
characteristically pained innings, 
making 18 off 71 as he survived sev-
eral close lbw shouts before even-
tually succumbing to a Kyle Mayers 
delivery that jagged in off the seam. 
Not long after, Thirimanne fell af-
ter inside-edging a Roach ball that 
hit his pad, then ricocheted into the 
stumps.

Chandimal and de Silva were metic-
ulous in their defence as they took 
Sri Lanka through to the close. West 
Indies thought they had de Silva 
caught behind in the last over, but 
his bat had flashed right past the leg-
side delivery from Cornwall bowling 
a negative line around the stumps, 
and the hosts lost a review. De Sil-
va padded away the next delivery to 
end the day’s play.

Stumps Day 2: Sri Lanka 136 for 3 (Thirimanne 55) trail West 
Indies 354 (Brathwaite 126, Mayers 49, Cornwall 73, Lakmal 
4-94, Chameera 3-69) by 218 runs

By Andrew Fernando

THIRIMANNE FIFTY 
BLUNTS WI AFTER 
BRATHWAITE TON
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By Dafydd Pritchard

BBC Sport Wales at Cardiff 
City Stadium - Daniel James’ 
late header gave Wales a 
precious win over the Czech 
Republic in a fiery World Cup 
qualifier in which both teams 

had a man sent off.The vis-
itors dominated a goalless 
first half with Jakub Jankto 
missing several chances, 
while Gareth Bale wasted 
the best opportunity of all for 

Wales. Czech striker Patrik 
Schick was shown a straight 
red card early in the second 
half for raising his hand to 
the face of Connor Roberts, 
who was later sent off for 
a second booking.As both 
sides searched desperately 
for a winning goal, Bale de-
livered an inviting cross from 
the left wing, which James 
met with a brilliantly directed 
header to secure Wales’ first 
win of the campaign. The re-
sult moves Wales up to third 
place in Group E, one point 
behind the Czech Republic 
in second and four adrift of 
leaders Belgium, albeit hav-
ing played one game fewer 
than both. Despite only being 
Wales’ second game of the 
campaign, this fixture already 
had a heightened sense of 
significance for both sides.

When the draw was made, 
Belgium were overwhelming 
favourites to top Group E and 
qualify automatically as the 
world’s number one-ranked 
team.As a result, Wales and 
the Czech Republic were 
expected to battle it out for 
second place and a play-
off spot, though the visitors 
might have set their sights 
higher after drawing with 
Belgium on Saturday. Wales 
may also have felt they could 
chance their arm for a shot 
at top spot because winning 
their Nations League group 
in November had already all-
but guaranteed them a play-
off place.

Sores in the match: 

Wales: 1 

Czech Republic: 0

SportsMax - Russell West-
brook took an NBA record 
in his stride after landing a 
dazzling triple-double in the 
Washington Wizards’132-124 
win over the Indiana Pacers. 
Former MVP Westbrook had 
35 points, 14 rebounds and 
21 assists, becoming the first 
player in NBA history with at 
least 35 points, 10 rebounds 
and 20 assists in the same 
game.The 32-year-old said: 
“One thing I always cherish 
and enjoy about this game 
is that you get to go out and 
compete. One thing I always 
pride myself on is making 
sure I leave it out on the floor 
every single night.“I’ve been 
blessed with an opportuni-
ty to be able to do that and I 

don’t take it for granted. Along 
those lines, different records 
and different things may hap-
pen.“But one thing I always 
do is stay humble, stay true to 
myself, and always continue 
to give everything I have and 
pride myself on being (able 
to) create some consistency 
for my team-mates.”Speaking 
about his rebounding ability, 
Westbrook said: “Being ath-
letic helps me being able to 
get it, but I don’t know if any-
body’s better at my size at 
rebounding the basketball 
consistently.”Scoring 20 or 
more points, grabbing 10-plus 
rebounds and at least 20 as-
sists has been achieved only 
six times since 1963-64 in the 
NBA, and Westbrook has had 

four such games, with Magic 
Johnson and Rod Strickland 
the other two players on that 
list. Earlier in March, West-
brook also became the first 
player in franchise history to 
record at least 35 points, 15 
rebounds and 10 assists in a 
game. New team-mate Chan-
dler Hutchison, formerly of the 
Chicago Bulls, was impressed 
with his first experience of 
having Westbrook on his side. 
Hutchison scored 18 points, 
his second-highest haul in a 
game behind the 21 points 
he scored for the Bulls in Jan-
uary 2020 - which also came 
in a clash against the Pacers. 
Hutchison said of Westbrook: 
“He just commands an energy 
that’s extremely contagious. 

You see and you hear and you 
read all sorts of things about 
how he is as a player and as 
a person.

“I knew I was going to figure 
out who he really was, and 
just with being here a cou-
ple of days I already know 
the type of team-mate he is. 
He cares a bunch about his 
team-mates.“It just shows with 
his ability to be unselfish and 
make the right plays. And obvi-
ously he’s a heck of a talent to 
be able to go out there and put 
up a statline like he did tonight 
and carry us to a win.”

SPORTS NEWS

JAMES EARNS WALES LATE WIN IN 
FIERY WORLD CUP QUALIFIER

WESTBROOK SETS 
TRIPLE-DOUBLE NBA 
RECORD IN WIN FOR 
WIZARD
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JCA CALLS FOR CWI
 STRUCTURAL REFORM 

AFTER ‘EMBARRASSING’ POSTPONEMENT OF CWI ELECTIONS

SportsMax - The Jamaica Cricket Associ-
ation (JCA) and president Wilford Heaven 
have re-ignited calls for structural reform, 
following the postponement of Cricket 
West Indies (CWI) elections at the week-
end.

The election would have pitted in-
cumbent president Ricky Skerritt and his 
vice-president Kishore Shallow, against 
challengers Anand Sanasie of Guyana and 
Calvin Hope of Barbados. The event was, 
however, called off after a quorum could 
not be reached, following the absence of 
representatives from Barbados and Guy-
ana.

The reason presented by both the Guy-
ana Cricket Board and Barbados Cricket 
Association (BCA) is that Cricket West In-
dies (CWI) had failed to observe protocol 
by submitting an audited financial state-
ment fourteen days before the AGM.

The JCA, through a release issued on 
Monday, claims the decision to postpone 
the election, once again spoke to the need 
for government reform.

“This occurrence which is potentially 

damaging to the reputation of the people 
in the Caribbean as well as those in the 
diaspora highlights the urgent need for 
change to the structure of CWI,” the re-
lease read.

JCA president Wilford Heaven, a part of 
the CWI finance committee, responsible 
for distributing the financial report called 
the inability to reach a quorum regrettable. 
He claimed that five regional boards had 
already agreed to waive the fourteen-day 
requirement for the consolidated report. 
The fault, Heaven explained, was that of 
the auditors and as such there was little 
the CWI could do.

“We have to ensure that this does not 
happen again in West Indies cricket. I be-
lieve it is an embarrassment to everyone 
concerned and it’s obvious that we need 
for better governance to ensure better 
leadership,” Heaven said.

“The Wehby report is an outstanding 
agenda item that we now need to pay 
serious attention to. It is now even more 
important given what happened to the 
AGM.”


