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Aerial view of the storage tanks
of WIOC, one area where the

company has diversified its
operations.
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West Indies Oil Company
going public: A Big Deal

The announcement that
the West Indies Oil Com-
pany (WIOC) is going
public, or put another
way, is offering a portion
of its shares for sale to or-
dinary Antigua and Bar-
budans is indeed, in the
words of the company’s
Chief Executive Officer,
Gregory Georges, a Big
Deal!

Thisisso becauseWIOC's
going public can likely
change the fortunes of
Antiguans and Barbu-
dans for generations to
come; that is, if the com-
pany is able to skillfully
navigate the changing
times ahead and to re-
configure itself for those
changes and challenges.

The idea of purchas-
ing shares in a success-
ful company is not very
commonplace for many
here in this country. We
have not developed that
culture of trading shares
in companies as is now
the norm in countries
such as Jamaica, Trini-
dad and Tobago, Barba-
dos and even within the
OECS grouping. Except
for the Antigua Com-
mercial Bank, which an-
nounced this week that
it is now trading under a
new name, ACB Carib-
bean, there is no other

company here where the
shares have been sold
publicly.

There is no Antigua and
Barbuda company today
being traded on the East-
ern Caribbean Stock Ex-
change (ECSE). This will
all change later this year
as Georges has indicat-
ed that the plan is to list
WIOC on the ECSE be-
fore the end of this year.
Currently, he said WIOC
is only utilizing the ECSE
platform in this its first
public offering.

WIOC has a special place
in the hearts and minds
of Antiguans and Bar-
budans, especially those
in the older age group.
Many remember when
the company first start-
ed operations and the
flames from the chimney
burning the by-products
of the refining processes
and the high-paying jobs
it ushered in. Many too,
recall the skills-transfer
that took place as many
young men were taught
new skills in areas such
as welding and as chem-
ical lab technicians to
meet the needs of this
new industry.

Over the years, WIOC
continued to be a much-
sort after employment
goal for many people

leaving school with its
promise of good-paying
jobs and the promise of
new skills for the nation’s
youth.

The company was al-
ways seen as one of the
better managed private
sector enterprises in the
country and its history
of philanthropy over the
more than five decades
that it has operated here
has also been well estab-
lished. WIOC has spon-
sored Carnival Queens,
the Gemonites Steel-
band, Carnival troupes,
calypsonians as well as
assisted many individu-
als seeking assistance for
education and medical
purposes.

It also financed the con-
struction of the Double
Decker stand at the Anti-
gua Recreation Grounds,
arguably one of the most
popular stands from
which to watch cricket
Test matches during its
heyday.

Its former owner, Bruce
Rappaport and his wife,
financed the construc-
tion of the National Ar-
chives building and
made significant contri-
butions to the construc-
tion of the Children’s
Ward at Holberton hos-
pital.

It is for these reasons and
more why WIOC has a
special place in the hearts
and minds of Antiguans
and Barbudans of all
ages. Therefore, the idea
of owning a piece of this
company will be a spe-
cial moment for many.
It will be the realization
of a dream; a dream to
be part of the ownership
class in the country; an
opportunity to purchase
shares and to bequeath
to generations to come.
One of the reasons why
wealth has not been
passed from generations
to generations among
Antiguans and Barbu-
dans is because there
was not much wealth to
pass on. Except in cases
of land and other prop-
erties, not much else has
been passed on to suc-
ceeding generations.
WIOC’s going public pro-
vides opportunities to ac-
cumulate wealth among
a larger section of people
from which the lives and
circumstance of their off-
spring may be improved.
‘Better days are coming,’
says a tune made popu-
lar by Jimmy Cliff. Better
days are indeed coming!
This is a BIG DEAL!
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WIOC SHARES GO

ON SALE TODAY

The Antigua and Barbuda
government is fulfilling one
of its key promises to the
people of Antigua and Bar-
buda when shares in the
majority-owned West In-
dies Oil Company (WIOC)
go on sale today, Wednes-
day 24th March 2021.
When the government pur-
chased the shares of WIOC
from the previous owners
— National Petroleum Ltd.
owned by the late Bruce
Rappaport Estate - Prime
Minister Gaston Browne
made a commitment that
one day he would open up
the company so that ordi-
nary men and women in
the country can purchase
sharesin the company.
Effective today, shares of
the companywill go on sale
at a price of EC$60.00 per
share. However, shares will
in blocks of no less than fif-
ty. In a statement, the com-

T

pany said fifty per cent of
the shares will be reserved
for public sector workers. A
WIOC staterment said the
offer opens on 24th March
2021 and runs until 21st
April 2021. In the event that
the shares are oversub-
scribed, one hundred and
forty-two thousand and
eighty (142,080) additional
shares will be made avail-
able.

WIOC Chief Executive Of-
ficer Gregory Georges said
he is “quite elated” to be at
the helm of the company
at this momentous occa-
sion in WIOC’ growth and
development. “I am very
ecstatic and proud to be
in a position where we are
taking the company public.
Six years ago, we were given
a mandate to grow and to
transform the company. To
beat the pointwhere we are
taking the company pub-

Photo caption: Images from The West Indies Oil Company, Ribbon Cutting Ceremony of
The Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) Tank Facility in October 2019.

lic is testimony of the hard
work that we have been
doinghere atWIOCand the
realization of a dream. This
isaBig Deal!” he declared.

The WIOC CEO is however
mindful that going public
will bringwith it closer scru-
tiny and it would require
changes in outlook. “This
is transformational! Going
public requires changes in
mindset as no longer will
the owners of the company
be the Antigua and Barbu-
da government, the Vene-
zuelan Oil Company and
the Chinese firm, Fancy
Bridge. The owners will be
a wider shareholder group
with varying expectations
and needs,” he opined. He
said the move is the equiv-
alent of WIOC opening its
doors and asking the pub-
lic to scrutinize its opera-
tions and procedures. “This
comes with much respon-

sibility and it also requires
much transparency on our
parthere atWIOC,” he add-
ed.

Details of the procedures
for purchasing shares are
being made available today
on the company’s website.
WIOC has appointed the
Bank of St Lucia Ltd. as
principal broker to handle
the sales. That is because
there are no local company
authorized to serve as bro-
ker on the Eastern Caribbe-
an Stock Exchange.

The government of Antigua
and Barbuda is expected to
raise approximately EC$18
million to beutilized tofund
anumber of its critical cap-
ital projects. Prime Minister
Browne believes that this
is a prime opportunity for
citizens of Antigua and Bar-
buda.
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WEST INDIES OIL COMPANY LIMITED

Press Release

THE GOVERNMENT OF ANTIGUA & BARBUDA ANNOUNCES THE DIVESTMENT OF
TEN PERCENT (10%) OF ITS SHAREHOLDING IN THE WEST INDIES OIL COMPANY LIMITED

ST. JOHN'S, Antigua and Barbuda - March 24, 2021. The Government of Antigua and Barbuda
(“GOAB” or the “ Offeror”) announces that it will divest ten percent (10%) of its holdings in the
West Indies Oil Company Limited (“WIOC"”) commencing 24 March, 2021. This amounts to
301,920 ordinary shares. Fifty percent (50%) of the offer is reserved for public servants and the
remainder for other citizens and institutions of Antigua and Barbuda, OECS and CARICOM in
that order of priority. Where the offer is not fully subscribed according to the outlined
preferential tiered order, the Offeror reserves the right to transfer the shares on a first come,
first serve basis.

WIOC is an Antiguan company with a regional presence in the energy sector. Its principal
activity of business is the sourcing, marketing, distribution and storage of petroleum products.
WIOC was established in 1965 by Natomas and Amoco International Oil. The GOAB, a minority
shareholder in WIOC since 1980, gained controlling interest in the Company in 2015, and
currently owns fifty-one percent (51%) of the shares.

The share offer (the “Offer”) price is fixed at XCD60.00 per share with a minimum allocation of
fifty (50) shares per applicant and maximum allocation of fifteen thousand, and ninety six
(15,096) shares per applicant. The Offer opens on 24 March, 2021 and runs until 21 April, 2021. In
the event that the shares are oversubscribed, one hundred, forty-two thousand and eighty
(142,080) additional shares will be made available.

The Government of Antigua and Barbuda is expected to raise approximately EC$18 million to be
utilized to fund a number of its critical capital projects.

The Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, the Honourable Gaston Browne, believes that this
is a prime opportunity for citizens of Antigua and Barbuda.

“For over 50 years, the West Indies Oil Company Limited has continued to grow, generating
profits of over $26 million dollars in 2019. By going public and offering shares in WIOC, our
government is providing the opportunity for Antiguans and Barbudans to build wealth, secure
retirement, diversify investment portfolios and build a secure financial future for your children.
The management and staff of WIOC have demonstrated their capacity via the profitability
and sustainable growth of the company. With the future of WIOC looking very bright we invite
citizens of Antigua and Barbuda to seize the opportunity to become a part of the ownership of
WIOC. My Government believes that an investment in WIOC will be an investment in your
family’s future and the development of our nation’s economy.” said Prime Minister Gaston
Browne.



(continued)

Gregory Georges, Chief Executive Officer of WIOC commented that the Board of Directors,
Management and Staff are committed to successfully guiding WIOC's strategy with the goal of
creating value for their shareholders and all stakeholders, in particular, its customers and
employees in the communities in which it operates.

“Over the past 50 years, WIOC has emerged as a strong and stable company, playing an
integral role in the lives of the people of Antigua and Barbuda. The dedication, professionalism
and experience of our management team and employees, their commitment to the core
values, mission and vision of the company, are evidence of our continued growth and
expansion.”

The Offer is subject to the laws of Antigua and Barbuda, specifically the Securities Act 2001 and
the Companies Act 1995.

Lead Arranger:
FirstCaribbean International Bank (Barbados) Limited - Barbados
Michael Mansoor Building, Warrens, St. Michael | Barbados BB 22126
www.cibcfcib.com

Co - Arranger and Principal Broker:
Bank of Saint Lucia Limited.
#1 Bridge Street, P O Box 1860, Castries LC04 101 | Saint Lucia
www.bankofsaintlucia.com

The Broker Dealer:
Bank of Saint Lucia Limited.
Mr. Lawrence Jean
Tel: 1 (268) 736-2137 or 1 (758) 724-6898
E: Lawrence.Jean@bankofsaintlucia.com

Ms. Deesha Lewis
Tel: 1 (758) 456-6684 or 1 (758) 712-8912
E: Deesha.Lewis@bankofsaintlucia.com

This advertisement does not constitute a recommendation by the Joint Lead Arrangers, the Offeror or WIOC to any
recipient of this material in relation to this Offer. Each person should consult with a financial advisor licensed to
provide financial advice by the Eastern Caribbean Securities Regulatory Commission before making any investment
decision. Prospective investors understand that there are risks involved in acquiring or holding the securities being
advertised. Securities may fluctuate in value in money terms and the investor may not get back the amount invested.
Income (dividends) from the securities may fluctuate in value in money terms. The securities are not traded on the
Eastern Caribbean Securities Exchange so it may be difficult for investors to sell the security or to obtain reliable
information on its value or the risks to which it is exposed. Prospective investors understand that any forward looking
statements made do not constitute guarantees of future performance and involve assumptions, uncertainties, risks
and various factors that are difficult to predict and may cause forecasts to materially differ from reality.

Visit our website at www.westindiesoil.com/invest to access application forms and to

download a copy of the Prospectus.
(Ends)

Joint Lead Arrangers:

% FirstCaribbean ::8) Bank of Saint Lucia

International Bank O IR AL L

+1 (268) 736-2137 westindiesoil.com/invest @ invest@westindiesoil.com @ © ¥
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EIGHT NEW COVID-19 CASES
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The Ministry of Health says the latest re-
port from the Mount St. John's Medical
Centre (MSJMC) has revealed eight new
laboratory confirmed COVID-19 cases in
Antigua and Barbuda as of Monday 22nd
March 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

These new cases were as a result of one
hundred and fifteen samples processed
by MSJMC.

Fourteen recovered cases have been re-
corded, bringing the total to seven hun-
dred and fifteen.

Consequently, the total number of
persons with laboratory confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Antigua and Barbuda
is one thousand and eighty, which is in-
clusive of three hundred and thirty-sev-
en active cases.

Meanwhile, ten COVID-19 vaccines were
administered since the last publication,
bringing the total number of individuals
vaccinated to twenty five thousand six
hundred and eighty-seven.
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Booby Alley Residents -
““A better way of living

...and different environment for us to raise our children.”

Twelve families from the
Booby Alley area in The
Point received keys to
their temporary homes
on Tuesday, represent-
ing a monumental shift
in housing opportuni-
ties for the residents.

Prime Minister Gaston
Browne presented the
featured address at the
handing over ceremony
for the Booby Alley res-
idents’ relocation proj-

. ect on Lower Bay Street,

Villa.
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Each house at the Bay
Street project will see
families moving into a
complete structure, of-
fering three-bedroom
homes at approximately
twelve hundred square
feet in size, a laundry
room, bathroom, kitch-
en, and living room with
a combination of rein-
forced concrete, cement
base foam panels, metal
trusses with angle iron,
foam galvanize metal
doors and windows. All
homes are said to have
electricity, water, and
internet infrastructures
in place. Chairing the
handing over ceremony
of these newly complet-
ed homes, Permanent

Secretary in the Minis-
try of Works, Clarence
Pilgrim, noted the im-
portance of this hous-
ing project, and lauded
the vision of Prime Min-
ister Browne, along with
the committee charged
with the Booby Alley
relocation project and
staff at the Ministry of
Works, who are working
tirelessly to bring the
project to fruition.

“The relocation of these
families represents a
major part of the Boo-
by Alley redevelopment
project that will see the
structural and environ-
mental revitalization of
the Booby Alley area in
the Point,” Pilgrim not-

WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2021

ed. According to Prime
Minister Browne, “This
programme that we
are pursuing is a pro-
gramme of empow-
erment. Today, we are
here to turn over the
first twelve keys to oc-
cupants of these homes
on Bay Street. We have
another ten properties
close to completion.
The whole idea is to re-
locate individuals tem-
porarily and, within two
years, to have the recon-
struction of the entire
area (Booby Alley) to
build modern homes.”

Prime Minister Browne,
who is also the parlia-
mentary representative
for the area, noted that
this project, along with
the recently completed
Polyclinic and Commu-
nity Centre, the contin-
ued development of the
Villa Primary School,
and the housing de-
velopment at Paradise

Cove are all a part of an
overall vision for the ho-
listic improvement of
the lives and livelihood
of those within the con-
stituency.

Offering the vote of
thanks was Booby Alley
resident, Makela Dan-
iel, who also received
keys to her temporary
home at Bay Street.
Daniel expressed pro-
found thanks for the
initiative, as it present-
ed an opportunity for

! her and her fellow res-

idents to have a better
standard of living.
Daniel said, “The Booby
Alley Project has been
long-awaited, but pa-
tience is a virtue. Today
we are seeing a result
of a dream that has be-
come a reality. To the
Prime Minister and the
government, the orga-
nizing committee, the
residents of the Boo-
by Alley say a heartfelt
thank you for your hard
work and dedication
for seeing this project
through to the end. To
the Prime Minister and
his government, an ex-
tra special thank you
for having the vision
for us, the residents, the
opportunity of a better
way of living, better liv-
ing conditions, and a
different environment
for us to raise our chil-
dren and our children’s
children.”
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AG dismisses claims of prison officers
being made to break quarantine

By Shelton Daniel
Attomey General Stead-
roy “Cutie” Benjamin says
there is no truth to allega-
tions that staff of Her Maj-
esty’s Prison on quarantine
for possible exposure to
COVID-19 are sometimes
called back to the facility to
assistwith pressing matters.
Sources within the pris-
on who did not wish to be
identified told PointeXpress
that the risky recalls were
being made because of
acute personnel shortages
linked to the particular skill-
sets or knowledge base of
the absent staff members.
According to these sourc-
es, the officers who are in
quarantine are occasion-
ally asked to return for very
short periods to help out
with the difficult situation
facing the prison, despite
overall misgivings on both
sides about having to resort
to this measure.

One officer allegedly re-
calledin thisregardissaid to
have complained about the
possibility of being accost-
ed by police and brought to
book for breaking quaran-
tine, but nevertheless con-
sented to cooperate.
Benjamin —who is also the
Minister for Justice, Legal
Affairs, Public Safety and
Labour—was swiftly dismis-
sive of that allegation when
he spoke with PointeFM

99.1 during a live interview
onTuesday morming.
‘Absolutely no truth in
that,” he declared, adding
that the Acting Superinten-
dent of Prison, Jermaine
Anthony; has “made it clear
thatonceyou haveinteract-
ed with anybody ... who is
suspected of being infect-
ed, that person would not
be within the walls of the
prison.”

Taking the opportunity
to congratulate the act-
ing prison boss “for doing
an excellent job,” Minister
Benjamin continued, “I
know Mr. Anthony. He has
notreported thattome.”
The Attorney General also
declared having no knowl-
edge of another allegation
brought to his attention
on the Starting Pointe pro-
gramme: That an inmate of
Her Majesty’s Prison with a
pending coronavirus test
result was taken from the
facility and brought to work
on the Prison Farm several
miles away, according to
prison staffwho spoke with
PointeXpress on condition
of anonymity.

They said the inmate,
whose name they provid-
ed, subsequently tested
positive for COVID-19, with
the result coming while he
was still out on the farm.
“Thiscreated atremendous
amount of panic back at

the office. Frantic calls were
made to the driver for the
inmate to be brought back
to the compound imme-
diately;,” one of our sources
claimed. “He should never
have been taken out of the
prison until they were sure
of his status. For that mat-
ter, he should have been in
quarantine while they were
waiting for his test result.”

Another officer who claims
to have been forced into
quarantine because of pri-
or interaction with that in-
mate said, “Because of this
poor procedure, the driver
and others who accompa-
nied thatinmateto thefarm

could have been exposed
and would then be forced
to quarantine as a result.
What this would have done
is put further and perhaps
unnecessary strain on the
staff that we have available
toman the prison.”

But asked about this during
the interview, Benjamin
stated that he had not been
told, nor heard elsewhere,
anything about this alleged
incident. “Tll investigate
that this morning to make
sure... ButIcanassureyou
that Dr. [Leyland] Powell, as
the doctor of the prison, has
been doing a fantasticjob.”
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HEALTH TECHNICIANS KEY TO
1735 COVID CHALLENGES

By Shelton Daniel

The government minister
with portfolio responsibil-
ity for Her Majesty’s Prison
says technical hiccups with-
in the public health services
have adversely affected
the response to a rash of
COVID-19 infections at the
correctional facility.

Attorney General Steadroy
“Cutie” Benjamin is point-
ing the finger at “techni-
cians within the Ministry of
Health” who, he says, “need
to do much better.”

Benjamin was referring to
what he regards as an un-
acceptably sluggish pace of
returning laboratory results
for inmates and staff test-
ed for COVID-19, and an
equally slow rate at which
the administration of vac-
cines to those within the
penal institution’s walls has
proceeded thus far. “Cabi-
net passed a decision that
each person coming to
Her Majesty’s Prison must
have two things with them:
One, a warrant for them to
be detained; and, second-

ly, a COVID test to show
that they were not infected.
This has not happened yet.
Regrettably — very regretta-
bly — the technicians within
the Ministry of Health have
not carried out their duties,
and I am not here to hide
anything anymore. I'm here
to put cards on the table,”
he told PointeFM’s Start-
ing Pointe programme on
Tuesday morning.

Benjamin also responded
to revelations that dispos-
able personal protective
equipment (PPE) was not
being released or supplied
to prison staff despite con-
firmation that abundant
supplies are available. “I
know for a fact that we have
thousands upon thousands
of PPEshere in the State, but
yet those PPEs are not yet
made available in sufficient
quantities to the prison
wardens.” The minister ex-
pressed astonishment that
correctional officers at the
overcrowded facility were
being ordered to wash and
reuse the disposable PPEs

hl!l

!

which are meant for single
use. “That is unacceptable.
So, I made it my duty to call
the Chief Medical Officer
and the Procurement Offi-
cer and make certain that
those bits of equipment
—which they have in abun-
dance-begiventothefront-
line workers; that is to say,
the prison wardens.”Benja-
min added, “What bothers
me even more is that we
had made representation to
the Ministry of Health that
the prison wardens ought
to be vaccinated. Only a
small proportion have been
vaccinated so far, and there
are other persons who have
gone out on their own and
[gotten] vaccinated. So,
we are demanding that all
of the prison wardens be
vaccinated. Not only they;
but the persons within the
prison as well.” Elaborating
on his unhappiness with
the testing, the Legal Affairs
and Public Safety Minister
stated: “We are still awaiting
the results of those persons
who have been tested and

have not yet had the results
turned out. We must get the
attention of the technicians
within the Health Ministry.”
Careful to make clear that
hewas not taking any swipe
at his Cabinet colleague,
Benjamin declared further,
“I can't fault the Minister of
Health. He's done the best
he can in the circumstanc-
es. But, the technicians have
let him down, regrettably.”
Despite such challenges,
Benjamin said he was pull-
ing out all the stops to en-
sure that the inmates and
staff of Her Majesty’s Prison
are protected. “Every officer
from today will have the
protective gear. Every pris-
oner onremand or in custo-
dy for sentencing, or what-
ever, must have a COVID
test before they come in ...
And I'm certain that they
will be comforted to know
that they will have the PPEs
to work with on a daily ba-
sis. And once we can get the
full cooperation of the tech-
nicians within the Ministry
of Health, all will be well.”
Conceding that the Health
Ministry technicians he re-
ferred to could themselves
be overburdened, Benja-
min said while he is cogni-
zant of this and sympathet-
ic, the troubling situation
at the prison cannot be
allowed to continue, as the
perils posed could wors-
en and progress to a much
wider impact.
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WOMEN DOMINATE 2020
DADLIHACK WINNERS’ ROW

The winners of the 2020
Dadlihack, a joint pre-
sentation of the Min-
istry of Trade and the
United Nations Office
for Special Projects
(UNOPS), were pre-
sented with their prize
monies on Tuesday
23rd March 2021.

Trade minister E.P
Chet Greene present-
ed cheques valued at
US$10,000.00 to three
teams as the top win-
ners of the 2020 Dadli-
hack, the annual hack-
athon which is part
of the UNOPS Global
Innovation Challenge
which brings together
innovators, entrepre-
neurs and other devel-
opers to harness cre-
ative ideas and identify
solutions for building
climate-resilient infra-
structure.

“The government of
Antigua and Barbuda
has made an invest-
ment in young people

and the innovative in-
dustry, which is really
part of a global revolu-
tion. In just about every
country in the world
this is the ‘in thing.” So
for our young people
who are involved and
who have taken an in-
terest by demonstrating
their creative juices, the
governmentseesitasits
obligation to facilitate
this expression on the
part of our young peo-
ple. The prizes are not
‘big’ but are symbolic
and speak to a com-
mitment of support for
these ventures,” Greene
stated.

The trade minister re-
vealed that several
major projects are ear-
marked for the Inno-
vation and Incubation
Park, the facility made
available for the UN-
OPS funded project in
Antigua and Barbuda.
He also announced
plans to relocate the

park from its current
location at the former
US Tracking Station
(southeast of the air-
port) to another area
deemed to be more
conducive for the ac-
tivities of an innovation
park.

Greene also noted that
all the winning teams
were comprised of all
females or led by a fe-
male. While congratu-
lating the winners, the
minister also threw out
a challenge for more
males to get involved in
the creative field and to
make full use of the fa-
cilities available at the
park.

The overall winners
were Team Antigua Is-
land Girls (members:
Kevinia Francis, Elvi-
ra Belll Samara Em-
manuel and Christal
Clashing). They re-
ceived a cheque for US
$5,000.00 for their con-
cept of a coastal ocean

rowing  programme
and a youth develop-
ment initiative com-
bined with improving
the eco-tourism in-
dustry. Second place
went to Dadli Yellow, a
team led by Launesha
Barnes and Christal
Clashing which is ex-
ploring the possibility
of turning the invasive
sargassum  seaweed
into materials to make
swimwear and other
items of clothing. That
team received a cheque
for US$2,500.00, Third
prize went to ARK Team
(members: Seimone Jo-
seph and Elijah James)
who presented (A)ccess
to (R)esilience and (K)
knowledge (ARK), a
mobile  marketplace
which connects farm-
ers to market and pro-
vides resilient data to
optimise their product
yields. This team also
received a cheque for
US$2,500.00.
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OLD ROAD MAN CHARGED WITH
MULTIPLE HOUSE BREAK-IN AND
LARCENY OFFENCES

An Old Road man is due
in the All Saints Magis-
trate’s Court today to an-
swer several charges filed
by the police.

A police release said they
arrested and charged
MarkWillock of Old Road
with multiple counts of
house break-in, larceny,
and malicious damage.
“The nineteen-year-old
man is accused of break-
ing into three separate
houses in Old Road, and
stealing several house-
hold items including,
one electrical fan, cos-
metics, jewellery, mobile
phones, food items, and
an undisclosed sum of
money,” according to the
release.

The police say the al-
leged incidents report-
edly occurred sometime

between 6th and 19th
March 2021.

The release also said
Willock is also accused of
maliciously committing

damage to seven vehi-
cles in Old Road during
the same period, and al-
legedly stole monies and
other valuable items.

He is expected in the All
Saints Magistrate’s Court
today, Wednesday 24th
March 2021.
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STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

OPEN UP IN AZERBAIJAN

Antigua and Barbuda
nationals now have an
opportunity to pursue
studies in the eastern Eu-
ropean country of Azer-
baijan. The announce-
ment comes from the
High Commissioner to
the United Kingdom,
Karen-Mae Hilll who
said applications are be-
ing accepted for students
here to pursue studies in
Azerbaijan. “This initia-
tive was made possible
through the Azerbaijan
International Develop-
ment Agency (AIDA) and
the government of An-
tigua and Barbuda. The
scholarship covers all ex-
penses including, flights,
full tuition, allowances,
and accommodation,”
she said. Hill noted that
as a current Chair of the
Non-Alignment Move-
ment (NAM), Azerbaijan
is happy to provide an
opportunity for selected

NAM
countries on an annu-
al basis to study in the
leading universities of
Azerbaijan at the prepa-

candldates from

ratory courses, under-
graduate, graduate, doc-
toral, general medicine/
residency programmes.
“In this context, I would
like to strongly empha-
size a productive and
constructive relationship
with Antigua and Barbu-
da which is progressing
on an excellent level,”
noted Tahir Taghizadeh,
Ambassador of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan in
the United Kingdom Ac-
cording to Dr Drickesha
Aska, currently a resident
Anesthesiologist - Criti-
cal Care Specialist at the
Azerbaijan Medical Uni-
versity, “After working in
dozens of hospitals and
clinics in Antigua and the
U.S., Azerbaijan offered
an added exotic facet to

my already robust inter-
national medical educa-
tion. The amazingly rich
culture, warm-hearted
people, and extensively
diverse academics and
practitioners  exceeded
my highest expectations.
So, if you are interested
in a cultural investment
and exploring roads less
trodden, while acquir-
ing a sound education,
why not apply?” High
Commissioner Hill said
that the university pro-
grammes on offer are

FEATURES m

for preparatory courses,
undergraduate, graduate
(taught and Research)
and General Medicine/
Residency, noting that
additional information
is available from the
Commissions  website
at www.antigua-barbu-
da.com. She urges suit-
ably qualified Antiguans
and Barbudans to avail
themselves of the oppor-
tunity to pursue higher
education in a county
rich in history and cul-

STUDY IN
AZERBAIJAN

FULL SCHOLARSHIPS

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Immigration and Trade invites
for the third year suitable candidates to apply for a fully-
funded scholarship opportunity to study in Azerbaijan.

The Scholarship includes full tuition fees, @ monthly allowance,
annual international flights, medical insuronce, and visa and

registration costs.

ity Programmes on Offer:

DEADLINE 30 MARCH 2021

£RAIDA ¥

Government of
Antigua & Barbuda
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LOCAL FARMERS CONTINUE TO
BENEFIT FROM CROWDFUNDING

The Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Lands and Fishers
has announced that an-
other farmer has benefit-
ted from crowdfunding
initiative.

According to the agri-
culture ministry, “Avery
Smith was another ben-
eficiary of the crowd-
funding project entitled,
‘Mitigating the impacts
of COVID-19 through the
supply of fresh food to
rural households,” which
is an Inter-American In-
stitute for Cooperation
in Agriculture (IICA) ini-
tiative, being done in col-
laboration with the Min-

istry of Agriculture (MoA)
and the Caribbean Ag-
ricultural Research and
Development Institute
(CARDI).”

Through this project, the
local farmer can increase
his agricultural produc-
tivity.

Smith expressed his grat-
itude to IICA, CARDI,
and the Ministry of Ag-
riculture for their sup-
port in helping him set
up the irrigation system
and even teaching him
how to make use of it and
maintain it as it will be
his first time making use
of this technology. He ex-
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pects to do more on his
farm and get a greater
yield and better quality
produce now that he has
this system.

The agriculture ministry
went on to explain that
CARDI technician Brad-
bury Browne stated that
with the project they are
aiming to accomplish
two main things. “First-
ly, to get more farmers in
tune with modern tech-
nology which would be
the drip irrigation system
and the fertigation sys-
tem. Secondly, to boost
the production of food
during the COVID-19

pandemic and the
drought season so this is
a way for farmers to still
be able to produce food
despite these problems.”
The beneficiaries of the
project will also receive
information on how
and when to irrigate, the
types of fertilizers to use,
types of pesticides to use,
among other things.

Another aspect of the
project will include train-
ing of framers in the use
of drip irrigation and fer-
tigation systems which
includes the six benefi-
ciaries of the project and
twenty-five other farmers
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40 THINGS HR
SHOULD GIVE UP FOR LENT
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The Lenten season is a

time to reflect, plan for
the journey ahead and to
detach from things that
may be getting in the way
of your vision. Though we
only have about ten days
left until we come to the
end of this reflective sea-
son, we thought it pru-
dent to share a list that

throughout the remainder
of the year. The past thir-
teen months have prov-
en to be a trying time for
all and more so Human
Resources (HR) Profes-
sionals who are, in many
instances, leading the
charge in their organiza-
tions towards what will be
the “new normal’.

We developed this list
with Ms. Rhonda Hut-
son. Rhonda is an HR
Business Partner who
resides in Barbados and
has worked with Cable
& Wireless Barbados.
She is currently a trainer
with the National Initiative
for Service Excellence
(NISE) Inc.

Here are forty things we
believe that Human Re-
source Professionals
should give up during this
period and in the future to
help strengthen our con-
tributions towards organi-
zational goals.

can be carried forward

1. Leading the Company’s Covid-19 response alone.

2. Blindly following Managers.

3. Saying yes to frivolous investigation requests.

4, Planning the staff picnic/gala alone.

5. Taking the blame for absenteeism.

6. Taking the blame for the abuse of sick days.

7. Leading the Company’s employee engagement initiatives without help from other managers.

8. Completing tasks and reports for other departments.

9. Being the only advocate for diversity and inclusion.

10. Not speaking out for gender and pay equality and equity.

1. Being the person in the Company who is always saying “No” or creating barriers and obstacles.
12. Operating the Complaint Department.

13. Putting Policy before People.

14. Fearing external influence and partners.

15. Staying on the periphery of organizational decision -making.

16. Being confined/stagnated by traditional HR methods.

17. Being defined by what HR does and not by what HR delivers.

18. Being the policy police and regulatory watchdog while still making sure that all the required routine work continues.
19. Disconnecting from the real work of the organization.

Cont’d on pg 17
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20. Thinking HR can transform itself alone.
21. Being content with the gains made in diversity and engagement.
22. Being ambiguous or complex with our needs, wants and expectations.
23. Not leveraging information and technology to drive business results.
24. Prolonging the process to turn strategy into action.
25. Letting go individuals with institutional knowledge and abilities, who can drive the Company
forward in a global economy.
26. Deferring taking the lead in proposing, creating, and debating best practices in culture change.
27. Not taking stock of the work of HR and setting clear priorities.
28. Downplaying the value of intrapreneurship.

20. Avoiding having serious talks about how organizational capabilities create value for investors,

customers, and employees.

30. Being resistant to change.

31. Immediately trying to copy innovations “wholesale”, instead of learning to adapt, not adopt.
32. Not upgrading our professional development.

33. Expecting it to business as usual.

34. Missing opportunities to strengthen our company culture.

35. Going a single day without showing appreciation to our teams.

36. Thinking that we cannot produce original, fun, engaging content for the Company.

37. Thinking that we do not have a say in marketing/branding campaigns.

38. Being left out of the run up to negotiation meetings.

39. Thinking that the Company cannot run without us and refusing to take vacation.

40. Allowing employees to speak ill of the West Indies Cricket Team.

It is our firm belief that if HR
Professionals were to give up
even just a handful of these
debilitating beliefs that we
would be able to lead the HR
revolution that is necessary
to preserve the future of our
economy.

The Human Resource Pro-
fessionals of Antigua and
Barbuda (HRPAB) is a regis-
tered non-profit, profession-
al association dedicated to
the advancement of the HR
profession for national devel-
opment. We began informally

from 2009 and legally regis-
tered in 2011. HRPAB’s grow-
ing membership represents
private and public organiza-
tions as well as independent
consultants specializing in
one or more areas of human
resource management and

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
10:30AM TO 1:30PM

development. Membership is
offered for three categories:
professional, non-profession-
al, and honorary. You may
contact us via email at hrpro.
ab@gmail.com or on Face-
book and Instagram @HR-
Pro268.
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By Lizzie Deardon
Protests will be permitted
butholidays abroad willbe
banned under new coro-
navirus laws coming into
force from 29 March.

The government has pub-
lished the new “steps” leg-

PROTESTS ALLOWED
BUT OVERSEAS HOLIDAYS
=D UND
RONAVIRUS LAWS

i

UK

islation for England, which
will govern the gradual
easing of restrictions into
the summer.

The laws, which will ex-
pire on 30 June unless they
are scrapped or changed
in the meantime, cre-

“R N
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ate new powers for po-
lice to fine holidaymak-
ers £5,000.

They create a formal pro-
hibition on “leaving the
United Kingdom without
areasonable excuse.”
Permitted reasons include

--.\‘

work, study, legal obliga-
tions, moving home or
major life events such as
attending weddings or fu-
nerals.

Anyone breaking the new
ban can be fined £5,000
and the law also creates

Cont’d on pg 19
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an obligation to fill in a
form declaring reasons for
travel. Anyone who fails to
disclose the required in-
formation could be fined
£200. The travel ban does
not apply to those going to
the common travel area of
the Channel Islands, Isle of
Man and the Republic of
Ireland unless that is not
the final destination.

The home secretary an-
nounced in January that
holidays violated lock-
down rules and said police
would be patrolling air-
ports, but the prohibition
was not explicit and police
said they would not rou-
tinely stop holidaymakers
leaving the country:

Many provisions in the
new Health Protection
(Coronavirus, Restric-
tions) (Steps) (England)
Regulations 2021, which
come into effect on 29
March, have already been
announced by the govern-
ment.

But ministers added anew
passage making protests
an explicit exemption to
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restrictions on large gath-
erings, following lobbying
by MPs and campaign
groups.

Pressure mounted to clar-
ify the situation following
abacklash to arrests at vig-
ils for Sarah Everard, after
the Metropolitan Police
claimed demonstrations
were illegal during lock-
down but campaigners
said they were wrong,

A High Court judge re-
fused to intervene in the
dispute, which arose be-
cause current lockdown
laws neither explicitly ban
or explicitly allow protests.
From Monday, the new
law will create an excep-
tion to gathering restric-
tions for protests, “or-
ganised by a business, a
charitable, benevolent or
philanthropic institution,
a public body or a political
body”, and where organ-
isers, “take the required
precautions,” to prevent
the spread of Covid-19.
Sam Grant, head of policy
and campaigns at human
rights group Liberty, said:

“Itiswelcome that the next
stage of lockdown con-
tains the explicit exemp-
tion weve been calling
for — this should have re-
mained in place through-
out the current lockdown
and it is unacceptable for
it to wait until next week.”
The government is sepa-
rately backing a controver-
sial new package of laws
that would make it easier
for police to impose re-
strictions on demonstra-
tions and prosecute peo-
ple for breaking them.

The new coronavirus laws
will also allow students to
return home during the
Easter holiday.
Theregulations, which will
be voted on by parliament
on Thursday, replace the
previous tier system with a
series of “steps”, following
the proposed dates of the
governments roadmap
out of lockdown for En-
gland.

The previous exemptions
to the rules apply, such as
having a reasonable ex-
cuse for work, volunteer-
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ing, childcare and other
caring responsibilities.
Step One will begin on
Monday, permitting up to
six people meeting out-
doors but restricting in-
door gatherings of two or
more people. Some out-
door sports will be permit-
ted.

Step Two, which is sched-
uled to start on 12 April,
will allow non-essential
shops to reopen as well as
businesses such as hair-
dressers and hospitality
venues that serve custom-
ers outside. Weddings and
wakes would then allow
up to 15 people to attend.
The third and least restric-
tive “step’, scheduled to
begin from 17 May, will
allow groups of six to meet
inside and up to 30 people
outside.

The need for the restric-
tions must be reviewed by
12 April and at least once
every 35 days afterwards.
Reprinted from The Inde-
pendent
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REDUCE SALT CONTENT

1Dr. Natasha Sobers-Grannum

BarbadosAdvocate -
Areduction in the amount
of salt being added to food
can make a significant dif-
ference in this island’s fight
against non-communica-
ble diseases.

“Salt is very critical in in-
creasing your risk of hy-

pertension and therefore
increasing a person’s risk
for stroke. We tend to
have over seven hundred
strokes per year, so we can
do a lot in decreasing our
risk of hypertension by
reducing our salt intake,”
stated Lecturer in Public

WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2021

Health and Epidemiology
with the University of the
West Indies, Dr. Natasha
Sobers-Grannum.

Speaking on yesterday’s
episode of the COVID
Communications Unit’s
series ‘COVID Queries,
she suggested if persons

POINTEPRESS

slowly brought down their
salt intake, it would make
a significant difference in
lowering their blood pres-
sure.

Pointing out the love Bar-
badians have for bread,
she stated by slowly reduc-
ing the salt content of this
highly popular staple and
other foods, stroke num-
bers could decrease.
“What they did in the
United Kingdom is they
gradually decreased the
salt content in bread, so
peoples taste buds got
accustomed to it. It was a
mandatory thing where it
said, ‘We have to lower our
salt level.” And I think that
will really go a long way to
helping our hypertension
fight and helping our fight
with strokes and myocar-
dial infarctions. For me,
the big fight is in preven-
tion and in these upstream
policies that we see,” she
stated.

With a large number of
Barbadians suffering from
chronic non-communi-
cable diseases including
hypertension and diabe-
tes, the Lead Researcher
with the Barbados Nation-
al Registry was adamant
that Barbadians seriously
looked at reducing the
high levels of salt and sug-
ar in our diets to improve
the health of the nation.
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WEEKEND LOCKDOWNS IN JAMAICATO
HELP CURB COVID-19 SPREAD

Jamaica Gleaner — Face-
to-face classes have been
shut down for all students
and lockdowns imposed
for three weekends from
26th March until 12th April
as the Holness administra-
tion seeks to rein in a run-
away wave of COVID-19
infections.

The country has record-
ed five hundred and thir-
ty-three deaths and more
than 35,300 cases — with
18,426 infections classified
as active. Nine new deaths
were tallied on Saturday.
Addressing a Jamaica
House press briefing on
Sunday, Prime Minister
Andrew Holness said that
the lockdowns would be-
gin from midday on Satur-
days to Mondays at5 a.m.
Arguing that compliance
with the current measures
torestrict the spread of the

highly contagious virus
was not being achieved
by moral suasion, Hol-
ness said that the tougher
new restrictions would be
policed with rigour and
breaches prosecuted.
With the public hospitals
at breaking point, some
exceeding their capacities
by up to one hundred and
fifty per cent, the prime
minister noted that the
government had no op-
tion but to impose tighter
restrictions.

“We face what could be
described as an existen-
tial threat. The potential
breakdown of our health
system .. is a serious
threat, and it is of grave
concern and we have to
take the measures that we
have put in place today
(Sunday) in order to bring
these numbers down rap-

ing restrictions on funerals
and burials will remain in
place until Tuesday.

Butbeginning on Wednes-
day 24th March until 13th
April, burials will be al-
lowed between Mondays
and Fridays during the

« hours of 9 am. and 4 pm.

idly,” the prime minister
said at a press briefing.
Making it clear that there
would be more stringent
policing of the new restric-
tions, Holness said that the
security forces have been
given several days in ad-
vance to draft plans to en-
force the measures.

Prior to the additional
measures under the Disas-
ter Risk Management Act,
students preparing for exit
exams were allowed to at-
tend face-to-face classes at
primary and high schools.
However, the government
has instructed that all stu-
dents and teachers return
to online or virtual learn-
ing until 13th April. The
directive also applies to in-
dependent schools.
However, nurseries will be
allowed to remain open.
Holness said that the exist-

. The number of mourn-

ers is restricted to ten. An
additional five persons,
including clergy, gravedig-
gers, and undertakers, will
be allowed. Additionally,
only thirty minutes have
been allotted to bury the
dead.

The ban on funerals will
be maintained.

The number of attendees
allowed at weddings has
also been slashed from
twenty-five to fifteen.
Meanwhile, the new re-
strictions are expected to
have a negative impact
on commercial operators,
who have been hard-hit
by the prolonged and
shortened curfew hours
over the pastyear.
Businessman Paul ‘Bigga’
Young of Urmonie Mart
financial services in Port-
land, lamented that Ja-
maica had been forced to
impose a new round of
lockdowns because of the
irresponsible behaviour of
commuters.
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DEYALSINGH DENIES FAMILY LINK IN VACCINE DEAL
- THREATENS LEGAL ACTION AGAINST TWO
WHO POSTED CLAIMS

Trinidad Guardian -
Hours after allegations of
a link between a relative
of Health Minister Ter-
rence Deyalsingh and a
local company that the
government was using
to order COVID-19 vac-
cines from Hong Kong
surfaced, the minister
was pursuing legal action
against Suzette Lowe
and Marcia Braveboy
for making the claims
and publishing them
on social media. In a
two-page release via the
Health Ministry Monday,
Deyalsingh condemned
the allegations and de-
nied there was any con-
nection between himself
and the VARY Medical
and Scientific Company.

The Braveboy Report had
on Sunday claimed that
the government had or-
dered the vaccines from
Hong Kong through a
local medical company
linked to Deyalsingh's
family. The report named
the Hong Kong-based
company Hewasky
Quest Global as the inter-
national contact through
which VARY Medical and
Scientific Company al-
legedly made the request.
It was also alleged that
VARY Medical and Sci-
entific Company has an
office on Frederick Street,
Port-of-Spain and that
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Minister of Health, Terrence Deyalsingh

a relative of the minis-
ter was the owner of a
company that allegedly
shares the same address
as VARY Medical and Sci-
entific Company.

In dismissing the allega-
tions Monday, Deyals-
ingh's release stated,
“There is no affiliation
between the Honourable
Terrence  Deyalsingh,
Minister of Health, or
anyone in his family and
VARY Medical and Scien-
tific Company.

“There is no affiliation
between the Honourable
Terrence  Deyalsingh,
Minister of Health, or
anyone in his family and
any other COVID-19 vac-
cine and/or pharmaceu-
tical manufacturer and/
or distributor.

“VARY Medical and Sci-

entific Company does
not share a business
address with any orga-
nization linked to the
Minister of Health or his
family.” Deyalsingh’s re-
lease noted, however,
that VARY Medical and
Scientific Company did
contact the ministry on
the issue of vaccines.

“VARY Medical and Sci-
entific Company did
write to the Minister of
Health, the Secretary of
Health, Wellness and
Family Development at
the Tobago House of As-
sembly, the Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry
of Health and the Chief
Medical Officer offer-
ing COVID-19 vaccines
to Trinidad and Tobago
for purchase,” the re-
lease said.“The local au-

thorized distributor for
AstraZeneca and Astra-
Zeneca themselves con-
firmed that VARY Medical
and Scientific Company
is not authorized to of-
fer COVID-19 vaccines
for sale, on behalf of As-
traZeneca. There is no
contractual arrangement
between the Ministry of
Health and VARY Medi-
cal and Scientific Com-
pany for the purchase of
COVID-19 vaccines, nor
is any such arrangement
being contemplated.”

Deyalsingh also urged
the public to refrain
from sharing misinfor-
mation “which could
derail the efforts of the
government of Trinidad
and Tobago to secure au-
thenticc, WHO-approved
COVID-19 vaccines for



Dominica News Online -
Police say they are inves-
tigating a case of “alleged
illegal migration” after
they intercepted an open
keel vessel in the sea off
Scotts Head today.
According to Police PRO,
Inspector John Carbon,
nine people were found
on board the vessel
during the interception
which was carried out
by the Dominica Coast
Guard.

WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2021

“OnMonday 22nd March
2021, about 12:00 noon,
the Commonwealth
of Dominica Coast
Guard intercepted one
open keel vessel named
‘One Shot’ registration
#J7090SFE powered by
one sixty horse power Ya-
maha engine four nau-
tical miles west of Scotts
Head,” Inspector Carbon
reported. "Two Domini-
can nationals and seven
Haitian nationals were
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DOMINICA POLICE INVESTIGATE CASE
OF ALLE

found on board.”

He said all those found
on board the vessel have
been transported to the
government quarantine
facility in Portsmouth
and police investigations
into the matter continue.
Last month, just four
days after arresting nine
people in connection
with an incident of ille-
gal entry in the Marigot/
Wesley area, Dominica
police are reporting that

GED ILLEGAL MIGRATION

they have made another
such interception at Tou-
carie in the northern part
of the island.

According to Inspector
John Carbon, four Hai-
tian nationals were ar-
rested for illegal entry
after a joint operation
between the police and
customs intercepted an
open keel vessel powered
by two 250 horse power
Yamaha engines.



m FUN ZONE

QUICK CROSSWORD
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Across

1 Fortune-hunter (4-6)

7 Blue, carpet or gulf (7)

8 Short sharp fight (3-2)

10 Vessel with handle and spout (4)

11 Activist (8)

13 Come about (6)

15 Recurring sound pattern (6)

17 Very large (8)

18 Legislation (4)

21 Descendant (5)

22 1971 Elstree comedy film — Up ___ (7)

23 See dollars (anag) — not-for-profit item for sale (4,6)

Down

1 Eat like a pig (5)

2 Wild animal's abode (4)

3 Hopper, Nilsen or Potter? (6)

4 Manipulate someone psychologically into
thinking that they are mad (8)

5 Pull out (7)

6 Stunned into silence (10)

9 Like Pollyanna? (10)

12 Something sailors (and others) don't want to
be on (4-4)

14 Condition (7)

16 Flexible (6)

19 Obvious (5)

20 Surrounded by (4)
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@ ARIES| Mar. 21-Apr. 19

A live-and-let-live attitude helps keep
people out of trouble. Most big efforts
require teamwork, and supporting
each other makes every day proceed
more happily. It isn’t necessary to rush
through the day.

@ TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

Your smiles and friendliness might
not be able to ward off a dispute over
money or property. You might not see
eye to eye with someone who’s in a
hurry and unlikely to be satisfied with
how things are proceeding.

@uuluayz'l-mzo

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Stay calm,
cool and collected. Don’t let minor
aggravations get under your skin, as
they could cause you to lose your
temper and diminish the harmony.
Misunderstandings can be avoided if
you remain patient and wise.

CANCER] June 21-July 22

Sharp words can cut like knives.
Someone may be too intense or
aggressive for your tastes and put you
on the defensive. Focus on maintain-
ing the peace as well as your peace of
mind by not taking someone’s words

personally.

uo|uyzs-mg.zz

You may prefer things relaxed, but it
may be time to be realistic and con-
centrate on achieving ambitions. You
might have better luck if you focus on
business and financial matters rather
than social affairs and entertainment.

@ VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

Misunderstandings are nothing to
laugh about when you or someone
else misreads the signals and feelings
get hurt. Wait a few days to circle back
and try to clear things up. You will
likely meet with a warmer reception the
next time.

RESS

POINT

@ LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22
You may sometimes enjoy trading
friendly insults or jokes, but today
someone’s cutting remarks might rub
you the wrong way or create hard feel-
ings. Let it go and find satisfaction by
exploring the least expected options.

@ SCORPIO Oct. | 23-Nov. 21

Your attention may turn to your job
and getting ahead in the workplace.
It’s possible your health habits are too
sporadic. A small step taken now, such
as starting a daily planner, can help
you progress.

@ SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Something you buy in haste without
doing your homework might not live
up to your expectations. There could
be a disagreement over money, but
don’t let a few cross words get under
your skin.

@ CAPRICORN| Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Arguments and heated debates are
seldom constructive, so do every-
thing in your power to avoid them. It’s
possible you’re being too clever and
calculating for your own good. Try to
be kinder and more mindful.

AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Nothing is ever perfect, but now you're
more likely than usual to find fault
with something or someone. Lucky for
you, a loved one or partner is probably
cheerful and may gently remind you to
look on the bright side.

() Pisces| Feb. 19-Mar. 20

Remember that people’s actions are
almost always based on their issues
and not on you. If people become
quarrelsome or negative, don’t take it
personally. You can be tough-skinned
and persistent about reaching practi-
cal goals.
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LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST
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Big Nate
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Pearis Befora Swine
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HURRY, HURRY, rush right over
to the

Humane Society’s
USED BOOK SHOP!

All books just EC$5 or
three for $12!
Something for everyone:

James Patterson, Wilbur Smith,
Ken Follet, Nelson Demille

Nora Roberts, John Grisham et al
Health, Religion, Motivational
Children’s Books

Location: Antigua’s Donkey
Sanctuary, Bethesda

Open: Tuesday to Saturday 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Antigua & Barbuda Humane Society
Tel (268) 461-4957
www.antiguaanimals.com
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Biden to join EU leaders’ video
conference in bid to rebuild ties

BRUSSELS (Reuters) -
U.S. President Joe Biden
will join a video confer-
ence of EU leaders on
Thursday as both sides
try to repair ties after
four difficult years with
former president Don-
ald Trump.

Many European lead-
ers watched with shock
as Trump pulled the
United States out of the
Paris climate change
agreement and the Iran
nuclear deal, imposed
tariffs on EU goods and
spurned  multilateral
bodies that Washington
had backed for decades.

“Looking forward to
welcome @POTUS at
this weeks European
Council meeting,” Euro-
pean Council President
Charles Michel, who
chairs summits, said on
Twitter.

“I have invited the
President of the US to
join our meeting for
him to share his views
on our future coopera-
tion. Time to rebuild our
transatlantic alliance.”

The last time a U.S.
president addressed an
EU summit was in 2009,
according to an EU
spokesman, although
both Europe and the
United States have held
regular summits at
NATO.

President Joe Biden

EU leaders will meet
via video conference
on Thursday and Fri-
day to discuss vaccines,
Russia, Turkey and in-
dustrial policy. Biden is
expected to join at 19:45
GMT on Thursday, an
EU spokesman said. A
White House statement
said Biden “will engage
with European Union
leaders about his desire

to revitalize U.S.-EU re-
lations, work together
to combat the pandem-
ic and address climate
change, and deepen the
world’s largest trade and
investment  relation-
ship.”Biden will also dis-
cuss China and Russia
with the leaders of the
twenty-seven EU states,
who have welcomed
his presidency as an op-

portunity to reinforce
EU priorities on human
rights and global warm-
ing. However, the tough
US. stance on Chi-
na, Germany’s push to
complete a gas pipeline
with Russia and U.S. in-
sistence that Europeans
spend more on defence
are still flashpoints in the
relationship, diplomats
say.
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Exit polls indicate no clear
winner in Israeli election

JERUSALEM (AP) —
Exit polls indicate there is
no clear winner in Tues-
day’s Israeli election, leav-
ing Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s fate
uncertain and signalling
continued political dead-
lock.

The polls on Israels
three main TV stations
showed Netanyahu and
his religious and nation-
alist allies, as well as di-
verse array of opponents,
both falling short of a
parliamentary majority:
That could set the stage
for weeks of paralysis and
even an unprecedented
fifth consecutive elec-
tion. Exit polls are often
imprecise and the official
results may not be known
for days.

The exit polls conduct-
edbyChannels11,12and
13 were nearly identical,
showing Netanyahu and
his allies with 53-54 seats
in the 120-seat Knesset,
Israels parliament. His
opponents were project-
ed to win 59, and Naftali
Bennetts Yamina party
was projected to win 7-8.

If the final results are
in line with the exit polls,
both sides will have to
court Bennett, a former
Netanyahu ally with
strained relations with
the prime minister, to

form a majority of at least
61 seats.

Bennett shares Net-
anyahu’s hardline nation-
alist ideology but has sig-
nalled he would be open
to cooperating with his
rivals if given the chance
to be prime minister.

The election is widely
seen as a referendum on
Netanyahu'’s divisive rule,
and once again, opinion
polls had forecast an ex-
tremely tight race.

The three-month cam-
paign was largely devoid
of substantive issues and
focused heavily on Net-
anyahu’s personality and
whether he should re-
main in office. In contrast
to past electionswhere he
faced off against a clear
rival, this time a diverse
array of parties is trying to
topple him, having little
in common beyond their
shared animosity toward
him.

“Vote, vote, vote, vote,
vote,” Netanyahu said
after casting his ballot in
Jerusalem, his wife, Sara,
athisside.

Netanyahu, 71, who
even after twelve years in
office remains a tireless
campaigner, continued
throughout the day. At
one point, he marched
along a Mediterranean
beach imploring people

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

0

and his wife Satra cast their ballots at a polling

station in Jerusalem

over a megaphone to go
vote.

“This is the moment of
truth for the state of Isra-
el,” said one of his chal-
lengers, opposition lead-
er Yair Lapid, as he voted
in Tel Aviv.

Netanyahu has empha-
sized Israels highly suc-
cessful coronavirus vac-
cination campaign. He
moved aggressively to se-
cure enough vaccines for
Israel’s 9.3 million people,
and in three months the
country has vaccinat-
ed some 80% of its adult
population. That has en-
abled the government to
open restaurants, stores

and the airport just in
time for Election Day.

He also has tried to por-
tray himself as a global
statesman, pointing to
the four diplomatic ac-
cords he reached with
Arab countries last year.
Those agreements were
brokered by his close ally
then-President Donald
Trump.

Netanyahu's oppo-
nents, including a trio of
former aides who share
his nationalistic ideology
but object to what they
say is his autocratic lead-
ership style, see things far
differently:.



Yo #.:)] INTERNATIONAL NEWS Arounp THE WoRLD

WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2021

POINTEPRESS

Officials: Gun in supermarket
shooting bought six days earlier

Colo.

BOULDER,
(AP) — Police on Tues-
day identified a twen-
ty-one-year-old man
as the suspect who
opened fire inside a
crowded Colorado su-
permarket, and court
documents  showed
that he purchased an
assault weapon less
than a week before the
attack that killed ten
people, including a po-
lice officer. Supermar-
ket employees told in-
vestigators that Ahmad
Al Aliwi Alissa shot an
elderly man multiple
times Monday outside
the Boulder grocery
store before going in-
side, according to the
documents. Another
person was found shot
in a vehicle next to a car
registered to suspect’s
brother.

Authorities said Alissa
was from the Denver
suburb of Arvada and
that he engaged in a
shootout with police in-
side the store. The sus-
pect was being treated
at a hospital and was
expected to be booked
into the county jail lat-
er in the day on murder
charges.

Investigators have not
established a motive,
but they believe he was
the only shooter, Boul-
der County District At-
torney Michael Dough-
erty said.

In Washington, Pres-
ident Joe Biden called
on Congress to tighten
the nation’s gun laws.

“Ten lives have been
lost, and more families
have been shattered
by gun violence in the
state of Colorado,”

Biden said at the White
House.

Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer
vowed to bring forward
two House-passed bills
to require expanded
background checks for
gun buyers. Biden sup-
ports the measures,
but they face a tough-
er route to passage in a
closely divided Senate
with a slim Democratic

majority.
The suspect pur-
chased the assault

weapon just six days
before the shooting, on
16th March, accord-
ing to the arrest affida-
vit released Tuesday. It
was not immediately
known where the gun
was purchased.

The shooting came
ten days after a judge
blocked abanonassault

rifles passed by the city
of Boulder in 2018. That
ordinance and another
banning large-capacity
magazines came after
the 2018 mass shooting
at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida, that
left seventeen people
dead.

A lawsuit challeng-
ing the bans was filed
quickly, backed by the
National Rifle Associa-
tion. The judge struck
down the ordinance
under a Colorado law
that blocks cities from
making their own rules
about guns.

A law enforcement
official briefed on the
shooting said the sus-
pect’s family told inves-
tigators they believed
Alissa was suffering
some type of mental
illness, including de-
lusions. Relatives de-
scribed times when
Alissa told them people
were following or chas-
ing him, which they
said may have contrib-
uted to the violence, the
official said. The offi-
cial was not authorized
to speak publicly and
spoke to AP on condi-
tion of anonymity.
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BBC World News -
Russia and China have
jointly condemned
Western sanctions, a
day after the EU, UK,
US and Canada black-
listed some senior Chi-
nese officials for rights
abuses against ethnic
Uighurs.

The joint attack came
during a visit by Rus-
sian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov to Guilin
in southern China. He
said EU “unilateral deci-
sions” had “destroyed”
ties with Russia. His
Chinese counterpart,
Wang Yi, said the era
of interfering in Chi-
na’s internal affairs had
“gone forever.”

It is the first time
the EU has imposed
new sanctions on Chi-
na over human rights
abuses since the 1989
Tiananmen Square
crackdown. However,
the Western allies have
imposed sanctions on
Russian officials close
to President Vladimir
Putin over matters in-
cluding;

J Russia’s
2014 annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea pen-
insula

WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2021

J The con-
flict in eastern Ukraine
. Alleged

Russian meddling in
the 2016 US presiden-
tial election

. The nerve
agent attacks on ex-
spy Sergei Skripal and
anti-Putin campaigner
Alexei Navalny.

Visiting Nato in Brus-
sels on Tuesday, US Sec-
retary of State Antony
Blinken also stressed
his government's strong
opposition to the Rus-
sian Nord Stream 2 gas
pipeline, which will run
under the Baltic Sea
from Russia to Germa-

ny.
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Russia and China hit back at
Western sanctions

Germany risks US
sanctions over the near-
ly-completed pipeline,
as the US government
sees it as a Russian tool
to further divide Eu-
rope. The pipeline by-
passes Ukraine and Po-
land - who also strongly
oppose it.

Lavrov said he and
Mr. Wang agreed that
sanctions were “unac-
ceptable” as a way to
conduct international
relations.

Rights groups believe
China has detained
more than a million Ui-
ghurs over the past few
years in what the state
defines as “re-educa-

tion camps.”

China denies the
Western charges, say-
ing the camps are
“re-education” facilities
used to combat terror-
ism. China responded
with its own sanctions
on European officials
on Monday.

Mr. Wang said pow-
erful countries “should
not wantonly meddle
in others’ internal af-
fairs according to their
own standards, or use
the banner of democra-
cy and human rights to
build their power.”
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King George V Grounds lighting
system being upgraded

Minister of Sports Daryl Matthew

On Monday represen-
tative for the St. John’s
Rural West constituen-
cy, Londel Benjamin,
Minister of Sports Dar-
yl Matthew, chairman
of the board of the Anti-
gua and Public Utilities,
Luther Lee, and a rep-
resentative of the Em-
pire Football Club met

the King George the V
Grounds to witness the
digging of the holes to
plant new posts to in-
stall a brand-new mod-
ern lighting system.
The Minister of
Sports, who has been
on a roll recently with
the completion of the
track at YASCO, said

WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2021

he was pleased to see
one of the most his-
toric sporting facilities
on the island being
upgraded to afford the
young men and wom-
en in the community
more contact time to
improve their skills.
Matthew said that a
part of the Ministry of
Sports’ mission is to
have all sporting facil-
ities around the island
properly illuminated.
Benjamin, whose vi-
sion and mission are
centered on the im-
provement of educa-
tion and sports within
the community, said
the project is a wel-
comed one and he is
excited that his con-
stituents will be able
to spend more time on

the field honing their
skills.

Benjamin stated that
after the completion of
King George V Grounds
the focus will move to
Perth, the home of the
Hoppers Football Club.
The project will be su-
pervised and managed
by Lee, one of the lead-
ing mentors of athletes
over the past thirty-five
years. Lee has assisted
over forty athletes to
attain scholarships to
universities in the Unit-
ed States, including the
present president of
the Antigua and Bar-
buda Football Associ-
ation, Everton ‘Batow’
Gonsalves.

The project is expect-
ed to be completed in
six to eight weeks.

COVID-19 hit Reggae Boyz in Austria

Two Jamaican na-
tional football players
have returned positive
COVID-19results, follow-
ing PCR tests conducted
on the entire delegation
at the teams hotel in
Austria.

One player is based in
England and the other
travelled from Jamaica.
Both players have been
isolated. Another set of
PCR tests was done Tues-
day per UEFA match day

protocols requirement.

These results will be
available today. The pro-
tocols are being strictly
followed in the hotel and
every individual is con-
stantly reminded of his
responsibility by team
doctor Ruchelle Brown
Calvert and manager Roy
Simpson.

The Reggae Boyz are
schedule to play the Unit-
ed States on 25th March.
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BELIZE NATIONAL FOOTBALL
TEAM BUS ATTACKED BY GANG

The Belize National
Football team was brief-
ly held at gunpoint on
Monday after they ar-
rived in Haiti for their
World Cup qualifiers.

The team, which had a
four-man police escort,
was on a bus travelling
from the airport top to
their hotel when they

were stopped by armed
men on motorbikes. A
video of the incident,
taken from inside the
team bus, has been
making the rounds on
social media.

The team’s police es-
cort were able to negoti-
ate with the armed men
and the bus was eventu-

ally allowed to continue
on. Haiti has been in a
state of emergency since
18th March and is cur-
rently experiencing in-
tense political and eco-
nomic turmoil ahead of
several elections in the
coming months, includ-
ing a constitutional ref-
erendum.

The Football Federa-
tion of Belize (FFB) re-
leased a statement on
Monday condemn-
ing the incident, and
communicated that
the team was shaken,
but unharmed. Belize
tackle Haiti today in a
World Cup qualification
match.
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Antiguan Alzarri Joseph has
signed to play for Worcester-
shire in the English County
Championships as their over-
seas player.

According to ESPNCiricinfo,
the West Indies fast bowler will
leave for the United Kingdom
on 4th April where he will be
available for the first seven fix-
tures in the County Champi-
onships.

Joseph, who has grown in
stature as an effective bowling
all-rounder over the past year,
said he is excited to be joining

MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:00am - 8:30am

5 ANTIOUA AMD BARBUDA

POINTF PRESS

WEDNESDAY 24TH MARCH 2021 | WWW.POINTVILLE.AG

Worcestershire for the early
part of the summer.

“Ihad nohesitation in joining
the team once I learned they
had an interest in my service,”
Josephnoted. The twenty-four-
year-old from All-Saints said he
is looking forward to working
with bowling coach Alan Rich-
ardson.

Worcestershire Cricket Steer-
ing Group chairman Paul Prid-
geon said he is happy to have
the young fast bowler who is a
quality performer.
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