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Make bold choice for
CARICOM secretary general

Reprinted from the Ja-
maica Gleaner, Mon-
day March 8, 2021

It would probably com-
mand the full-time at-
tention of a team of
skilled archivists to
wade through moun-
tains of documents to
determine the num-
ber of times Caribbe-
an Community (CAR-
ICOM) leaders either
agreed, or promised to
review how decisions
they take are translat-
ed into action by mem-
ber states. The heads
of government were at
it again late last month
at their intersessional
summit, held virtually.
They, according to the
meeting's communi-
qué, “... agreed to re-
view urgently the entire
consultation and deci-
sion-making processes
at all levels in the effort
to establish the most
effective strategy for ef-
fecting increased levels
of implementation”. In
other words, they want
to address what is eu-
phemistically labelled
in the community as
CARICOM’s “imple-
mentation deficit”. That
is, the regular failure of

the 15-member organ-
isation to do, or to do
so only slowly, what is
agreed to at summits.
The February 24 - 25 vir-
tual summit, chaired by
Trinidad and Tobago’s
prime minister, Keith
Rowley, also agreed
that “an immediate
step towards achiev-
ing implementation” is
to be overseen by Bar-
bados’ prime minister,
Mia Mottley, who has
responsibility for the
community’s proposed
transformation into a
genuine single market
and economy—the CAR-
ICOM Single Market
and Economy (CSME).
There was no sense of
irony in the communi-
qué that Ms Mottley, a
committed regionalist,
was given largely the
same charge at the 2018
heads of government
conference in Jamaica,
her first summit as Bar-
bados’ leader.
CARICOM’s leaders, of
course, know that there
isn't a need for another
analysis of why things
do not get done faster,
or for new recommen-
dations for remedying
this shortcoming. There
have been many of

those. Apart from lim-
ited technical capacity
in some states, the fun-
damental issue is that
CARICOM is a commu-
nity of sovereign states,
whose members, unlike
those of the European
Union - its closest mod-
el in terms of ambition
—are disinclined to cede
some of their sovereign-
ty to an administrative
centre. In other words,
CARICOM’s  secretari-
at in Guyana has very
limited authority to en-
sure that decisions are
implemented, and even
less capacity for inde-
pendent action. CAR-
ICOM’s achievements,
especially strong in the
area of functional co-
operation, are despite
these constraints.

PERSONALITY-DRIV-
EN The profile and ef-
fectiveness of the sec-
retariat, at least with
respect to demanding
the concentrated atten-
tion of leaders, tends to
be personality-driven.
William Demas, a tow-
ering figure in regional
integration, who was
the community’s first
secretary general (after
Fred Cozier's 1968-69
stint establishing the

Commonwealth Carib-
bean Regional Secre-
tariat to service CAR-
ICOM’s forerunner, the
Caribbean Free Trade
Area) had a profile and a
voice that commanded
attention independent
of the heads of govern-
ment. Mr Demas’ suc-
cessor, Alister Mclntrye,
also globally recognised
as a major thinker on
development econom-
ics, similarly had a plat-
form outside the shad-
ow of the leaders. The
foregoing does not, and
neither is it intended to,
diminish the quality of
the other people who
have led the secretari-
at, or what they accom-
plished in difficult cir-
cumstances. However,
given the inadequacies
of CARICOM’s gover-
nance regime - because
of domestic political
stresses and the inse-
curities and dawdling
of the leaders - the
Demas/Mclntyre per-
sonality types may be
indicative of the charac-
teristics required, in the
current environment,
to lead the secretariat
when the incumbent,
Irwin La Rocque, com-
pletes his term in Au-
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gust. Ambassador La
Rocque has not public-
ly said anything of his
plans, but Dr. Rowley,
in his remarks at last
month’s summit, clearly
indicated he is leaving.
The new secretary gen-
eral will take over with
CARICOM still facing a
public health crisis from
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and the region’s
economies struggling
to recover from the col-
lapse wrought by the
pandemic. The leaders
have talked about a co-
ordinated regional ef-
fort for resuscitation, in-
cluding suggesting that:
e The International
Monetary Fund makes
a new allocation of Spe-
cial Drawing Rights to
boost global liquidity;

e Their COVID-related
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debt be converted into
long-term, low-interest
loans; and

* The existing rules that
tend to lock small, mid-
dle-income states out
of concessional funding
be changed to a “multi-
dimensional, universal
vulnerability index and
vulnerability criteria”.
An acceleration of ef-
forts to get the CSME
fully operational has
also been stressed by
the leaders.

KEEP ISSUES FRONT
AND CENTRE

If these things, and oth-
er initiatives announced
by the heads of govern-
ment, are to happen, it
will be necessary tokeep
the issues collectively
front and centre of the
region’s agenda, as well
as consistently in the

eyes of the global com-
munity. That is likely to
be beyond the scope
of the leaders, buffeted
as they are by daily do-
mestic crises. Who is the
secretary general (SG)
is, therefore, important.
A technically compe-
tent SG is necessary. So,
too, is one who com-
mands the admiration
and respect of the lead-
ers, and who has the
confidence to commu-
nicate fully and frankly,
not only with the heads
of government, but the
Caribbean people. This
may be a hard choice
for the heads of gov-
ernment to make, but is
one that they should.

We are aware that one
of Ambassador La Roc-
que's deputies, Su-
rinamese Manorma
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Soeknandan, as well as
Belize’s former Labour
and Local Government
Minister Carla Bar-
nett are up for consid-
eration, which would
make either of them
the first woman and the
first person from their
respective country to
be secretary general.
We have no question
about either’s techni-
cal competence. How-
ever, given the nature
and scope of challeng-
es facing CARICOM, it
would be prudent that
the community engages
in a global search for the
best candidate and that
the recruitment process
begins now. The new SG
should be in place the
day after Ambassador
La Rocque leaves.

Multi-sector consultation on
‘hon-vacs’ in the workplace

Steadroy Benjamin

Public Safety and La-
bour Minister, Stead-
roy Benjamin on
Tuesday convened a
virtual meeting with
stakeholders from
several sectors of the
society to discuss a
common approach to
situations where some
employees in compa-
nies or establishments
may refuse to be vacci-
nated.

Benjamin reported to
PointeXpress that the
meeting was attended
by representatives of
the government, trade
unions, the Employ-
ers Federation, the ho-
tel association among
others.

“The meeting was to
look at those instances
where employees have
refused to be vacci-
nated and who report

Cont’d on pg 4
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to work. What is the
position under these
circumstances? What
happens when these
employees  possibly
expose their co-work-
ers, customers as
well as management
to COVID-19? What
should an employer
do? These were some of
the pertinent questions
raised in the meeting,”
the public safety min-
ister revealed.

According to Benjamin
other concerns rose
over possible compen-
sation or lack of com-
pensation if such a

worker is asked to take
leave. He noted that al-
ready the Social Secu-
rity Scheme has been
following the Interna-
tional Labour Organ-
isation (ILO) conven-
tion on the approaches
to take regarding work-
ers who have been
asked to stay home for
quarantine purposes
etc.

He reported that the
labour commissioner
has been asked to ap-
point a special com-
mittee comprising
representatives  from
the various sectors to
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come up with a set of
recommendations for
discussion when the
committee convenes
its follow-up meeting
next Tuesday.
According to the la-
bour minister Tues-
day’s discussion was
very enlightening with
full participation from
all the groups repre-
sented.

For example, he re-
vealed that one sug-
gestion is for employ-
ees who refuse to take
the vaccine could be
asked to sign an in-
demnity clause to pro-

tect employers from
any liability should
they at any time in the
future become infect-
ed with COVID-19 and
may have inadvertent-
ly passed it on to other
workers or even cus-
tomers.

Benjamin  acknowl-
edged that the issues is
avery sensitive one and
whatever recommen-
dation comes from the
special committee will
be discussed in full be-
fore submission to the
Cabinet for its consid-
eration.

Vaccination programme rolls on

The programme to
vaccinate all residents
of Antigua and Bar-
buda continued over
the past two days with
close to three thou-
sand people receiving
their first dose.

Information provided
by the vaccination cen-
tre states that the total

: % o 1

for Monday and Tues-
day at the five centres
amounted to twen-
ty-seven hundred and
ninety-seven  (2,797)
individuals.

Over the two days, the
Sir Novelle Richards
Academy vaccinated
449 persons, the Anti-
gua Girls High School,

Designer of the National Flag Sir Reginald Samuel

receives his first vaccine dose

which catered solely
for teachers and staff
at the schools, 808
persons, Jennings Sec-
ondary 615, All Saints
Secondary 484 (these
two catered for 65 year
olds from surround-
ing areas), and the
Multi-Purpose Cultural
Centre 441.

of

The vaccination
government ministries
and departments has
been running con-
currently to the gen-
eral vaccination pro-
gramme. That too has
been said to be going
very well.

Meanwhile, among
those receiving their

Cont’d on pg 5
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vaccination on Tues-
day was Sir Reginald
Samuel, designer of
the national flag of An-
tigua and Barbuda got
the facts and took his
vax at the Sir Novelle
Richards Academy.

Fears that many people
would not participate
inthe national vaccina-
tion exercise have long
since subsided based
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on the overwhelming
response by members
of the community to
the programme.

The programme is be-
ing carried out with
a donation of 40,000
vaccines donated to
the Antigua and Bar-
buda government
from the government
of India. Government
has signed up with the

COVAX facility being
administered by the
World Health Organ-
isation and has been
promised a further
40-thousand vaccines
through that facility,
however, there’s no de-
finitive word on how
soon that allotment
will be shipped to St
John’s.

The government said

roca news [ 1]

it is however exploring
additional avenues to
purchase vaccines to
meet the national de-
mand. With a resident
population of approx-
imately one hundred
thousand people, the
country needs two
hundred thousand
doses to fully inoculate
the population with
two jabs per person.

“Teachers are anxious to go
back to classrooms’

.!-3

Kimdale Mackellar
ABUT president

Teachers across Anti-
gua and Barbuda are
anxious to return to
the classroom follow-
ing approximately one
year since classes were
suspended at the start
of the global outbreak
of the coronavirus.

President of the An-
tigua and Barbuda
Union of Teachers
(ABUT) Kimdale Mac-
kellar said interactions
with the teaching fra-
ternity indicate that

they want to return to
face-to-face instruc-
tions with students.
“Teaching remotely is
not the best modality
to impart knowledge
to students and teach-
ers want to get back
into the physical class-
rooms as soon as pos-
sible,” he told PointeX-
press.

He explained that the
only concern for both
the ABUT executive
and the general teach-
ing membership is the
issue of the health pro-
tocols that will be es-
tablished by the min-
istry of health through
the ministry of educa-
tion.

“The key person in all
the preparation for
the reopening of the
schools is the Chief
Medical Officer. She
will be the only one to

set the new standards
that are to be in place
ahead of the return of
regular classes. Teach-
ers will be happy to re-
turn to the classroom.
However, everything
hinges on the safety
concerns,” he further
explained.

As part of the prepara-
tion for teachers to re-
turn to the classroom,
arrangements  were
made for the vaccina-
tion of entire teaching
body, ancillary staff at
schools, senior educa-
tion officers, depart-
ment heads, ABUT
executive  members
starting last Saturday
and ending today.

In total, approximately
three thousand people
are expected to receive
the jab by the end of
the session this after-
noon.

Mackellar said the vac-
cination programme
has been going well
with most teaching
expressing a desire to
be inoculated. “Our
teachers have been
willing to be vaccinat-
ed. In fact, their con-
cerns were largely over
not being vaccinated
earlier in the process.
By the time the process
is over, a very high per-
centage of our teachers
would have been vac-
cinated,” he added.

The ministry of educa-
tion has set April 12 as
the date when regular
classes will return to all
public and private edu-
cational institutions in
the country. But it also
stated that the vacci-
nation of teachers and
support staff was also
critical to the plans.
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CIBC First Caribbean Contributes
EC $90,000 towards National

Vaccme Effort

fiL GavERNMES T OF ANTIGUA | BARKSEA -
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The national COVID-19

vaccine purchase pro-
gramme received a ‘shot-
in-the-arm’ on Tuesday
with a major donation
from one of the leading
financial institutions in
the country.

General Manager of
CIBC First Caribbean,
Ladesa James-Williams,
presented a donation of
EC$90,000 towards the
national effort.

“We would have heard
the Prime Minister last
week speak about the
ongoing need for fund-
ing, so that we could
purchase more vaccines;
this cheque is our con-
tribution to that effort.
CIBC First Caribbean is
very happy to be here
today. On behalf of CIBC
First Caribbean, we de-
light in responding to the
request and to support
your plea for all of the cit-
izenry to be vaccinated.
I am here to provide the

£ 90, 000 -

donation of EC $90,000,”
Williams stated

The General Manager
explained that her finan-
cial institution is known
for its corporate social
responsibility. “We ad-
here to a creed of corpo-
rate social responsibility;
on Monday, March 8,

2021, the CIBC donat-
ed $11,000 to the eleven
Secondary Schools that
are led by female prin-
cipals, in observance of
International Women'’s
Day,” Williams indicated.
In accepting the dona-
tion on behalf of the
Government and People
pf Antigua and Barbuda,
Prime Minister Gaston
Browne thanked Wil-
liams and CIBC First Ca-
ribbean for their timely
contribution. “I would
like to take the opportu-
nity to thank Mrs. Wil-
liams who presented us a
cheque of $90,000 dollars
on behalf of CIBC First
Caribbean International

For the S

Bank. We are very grate-
ful for this contribution.
As I said before, we have
not formally solicited
any contribution from
anyone; but, we are in a
national crisis, a global
pandemic, and we be-
lieve that this is a time
when we have an obliga-
tion to be our brother’s
keeper and our sister’s
protector.”

The Prime Minister con-
tinued, “There is an ex-
pectation that our corpo-
rate citizens and wealthy
residents and citizens,
will exercise some lev-
el of responsibility and
contribute towards the
national vaccine effort.

[\ of employes drivers,

fheir famalias and the communities in which they Ve a

E Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue,
throw the tissue in the trash when you are
5afeﬂ=,t stopped, and wash your hands.

"«'\ tmtm Diver Sty Tys
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CIBC’s regional head-
quarters would have do-
nated $750,000 USD to
the region; so, evidently
CIBC is leading from the
front and I am hoping
that the domestic banks
here will followthelead of
CIBC and they will make
similar or even greater
contributions  towards
the vaccine efforts.”

Earlier this week, CMC
reported that “ten coun-
tries across the region
will get a major boost to
their COVID-19 vacci-
nation programmes as a
result of a USD $500,000
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donation from regional
bank CIBC First Caribbe-
an. The donation to na-
tional vaccination pro-
grammes is being made
by the bank through its
charitable arm—the First
Caribbean International
ComTrust Foundation.
The Trust will support the
purchase of vaccines in
Antigua, Bahamas, Bar-
bados, Dominica, Gre-
nada, Jamaica, St Kitts, St
Lucia, St Vincent and the
Grenadines and Trinidad
and Tobago. Additional-
ly, the Bank is providing
a separate contribution

of USD $250,000 to cov-
er the cost of vaccinating
members of its 2,500 staff
who wish to avail them-
selves of the vaccine in
those countries, bringing
its total contribution to
the regional vaccination
effort to USD $750,000.”

During the ceremony;,
PM Browne highlight-
ed that one of the strug-
gles in getting vaccines
is having access to it. “As
you know, we have been
struggling to purchase
vaccines, not because
of an issue of not hav-
ing any money, but hav-

roca News [

Ing access to vaccines
represents a significant
problem for all coun-
tries within the region.”
Browne said.

Prime Minister Browne
continued by urging citi-
zens to get vaccinated. “I
want to appeal to all An-
tiguans and Barbudans,
when the opportunity
arises for us to get addi-
tional vaccines and to
vaccinate everyone that
we avail ourselves of the
vaccination. It is the only
way to achieve herd im-
munity and to return to
normality.”

Increasing opportunities for
women in cruise tourism

The Antigua Cruise
Port (ACP) is at the
forefront of finding
ways to increase the
role of women in the
vital cruise tourism in-
dustry in Antigua and
Barbuda and through-
out the Caribbean.

With this in mind, ACP
in collaboration with
Nassau Cruise Port
and the Ministry of
tourism, convened a
webinar on Tuesday on
topic — Choose to Chal-
lenge: Increasing Op-
portunities for Women
in Cruise Tourism.

“As we mark Interna-
tional Women’s Day
— the celebration of
the achievements of
women “throughout

history and across na-
tions” that is observed
each year on March
8- my special thoughts
go to all women, ev-
erywhere. “At Antigua
Cruise Port, we firm-

ly believe in gender
equality and we are
proud to say that we
have a 50/50 split be-
tween men and women
on our hard-working
team. I would like to

extend a special thank
you to all our brilliant
staff, men included,
who are helping to cre-
ate a more gender-in-
clusive world,” ACP
General

Cont’d on pg 8
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General Manager Antigua Cruise Port- Donna Regis

Manager, Donna Regis
stated in her invitation
letter to participants.
She said the event was
held in support of fe-
male colleagues and
in the spirit of building
inclusive work envi-
ronments where wom-
en thrive. The event
focused on ways to am-
plify the achievements
of women in the cruise
tourism sector.

Regis noted that the
fallout from the coro-
navirus pandemic was
especially hard on
women who ply their
trade in the cruise sec-
tor with many of them
losing their jobs. “We
believe that the cruise
industry will come
back, and come back
strong therefore we
want to ensure that

the role of women is
not diminished but
rather enhanced when
that happens,” she re-
marked.

Regis stated that some
one hundred and
twenty-two people
participated in the we-
binar which brought
together travel and
tourism industry ex-
perts. The event also
examined the future
of the cruise industry
from various perspec-
tives and discussed
how the advancements
of women in this field
will support the growth
of the industry.
Presenters  included
Senior VP of Revenue,
Sales, and Itinerary
at Virgin Voyages, Di-
ana Block-Garcia, who
shared a special pre-
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sentation about what
her company is doing
to drive the industry
forward and to em-
power women. Follow-
ing her presentation,
there was a panel dis-
cussion that was mod-
erated by Communi-
cations Officer at the
Ministry of Tourism,
Samoya Kirby. Other
panelists included Ex-
ecutive Director of the
Antigua and Barbuda
Hotels and Tourist As-
sociation, Patrice Si-
mon, Director Gener-
al, Bahamas Ministry
of Tourism & Aviation,
Joy Jibrilu, Director of
Operations, Nassau
Cruise Port, Marques
Williams and Regis

representing ACP.
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Looking towards the
future, Regis said her
company is forecasting
that the cruise indus-
try will not return to
full strength until the
fourth quarter of the
year but plans are be-
ing made to be ready
by this summer. “Our
projections are that it
will be around Novem-
ber when the cruise
industry returns to the
numbers that we have
been accustomed to.
However, we are work-
ing with the ministry
of health, the port au-
thority and the min-
istry of tourism to be
ready to accept cruis-
es as early as the sum-
mer months,” she ex-
plained.

(268) 481-7800/04
info@sicantigua.com
www.sicantigua.com
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YOU ARE OUR HEROES

THANK YOU TO ALL FRONTLINE WORKE
FROM AUA COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
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In the era of COVID-19, there’s more uncertainty than ever before: about our loved
ones, our health, and our futures. It’s important, then, to recognize what we can
be certain about: that we owe a debt of gratitude to the doctors, nurses,
technicians/therapists, EMTs, security officers, countless other healthcare
professionals, police officers, and other first responders who play an integral role
in getting people the care they need when a crisis first strikes.

These brave, dedicated men and women go to work every day with the intention of
keeping our communities and citizens safe. Their lifesaving efforts over the past
year have not gone unnoticed, and they deserve recognition today and every day.

On behalf of American University of Antigua, THANK YOU.

ey AMERICAN
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& of ANTIGUA
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New COVID positive

Fourteen (14) new
laboratory confirmed
COVID-19 cases in An-
tigua and Barbuda as
of Saturday 6th March
2021 at 6:00 pm. This
as the current curfew
order expires on Mon-
day and there is no
word yet whether there
will be an extension or
whether there will be
an easing of the hours
thus giving more time
for business and other
entities to operate.
The government had
started that it was lim-
iting social and other
interactions because
of the sharp rise in the
number of positive cas-
es in the country. The
move was designed to
bring the number of
new cases under con-
trol.

But over the period the
cases have fluctuated
wildly with no sign that

they are on a down-
ward trajectory. The
matter has also hurt
Antigua and Barbuda’s
standing in the inter-
national community
with the US CDC plac-
ing the country at level
4, the highest risk level
for nations.

That’s because of the
excessively high num-
ber of active cases.
Meanwhile, the most
recent report received
by the Ministry of
Health from the Ca-
ribbean Public Health
Agency (CARPHA) has
revealed Nine (9) re-
coveries have been re-
corded bringing the to-
tal to four hundred and
fifty-five (455).

One (1) Covid-19 relat-
ed death has been re-
corded bringing the to-
tal to twenty-two (22).
Consequently, the total
number of persons

‘4

cases remain high
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with laboratory con-
firmed COVID-19 cas-
es in Antigua and Bar-
buda is eight hundred

and sixty-two (862);
which is inclusive of
three hundred and
eighty-five (385) active
cases.
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To Vaccinate or nhot
to Vaccinate? THAT is

the question

From the outset,
HRPAB advocated
strongly for compa-
nies to establish vac-
cination education
programmes. Why?
Because informed em-
ployees make better
choices. We note with
interest that the na-
tional conversation is
shifting to the national
vaccination program
and even as this plan
rolled out to include
education and infor-
mation campaigns on
the benefits of being
vaccinated, we still
have employees who
are vaccine hesitant.

The debate is raging on
social media and some
uninformed persons
are sharing and pro-
moting the anti-vac-
cination campaigns.
More than one group
has been formed to
discuss vaccine devel-
opment and possible
side effects.

It has been a year since
our first reported case
of Covid-19 here in An-
tigua and Barbuda and
there is COVID fatigue.
Polling conducted by
Survey Monkey in Jan-
uary of this year shows
that one in eight Amer-
icans say they will nev-

er get the vaccine while
59 percent say they
would get it right away.
While we have no local
polling data, we have
seen the long lines of
people eager to get the
jab and the health au-
thorities have report-
ed that as of March 8,
16,075 persons had
been inoculated since
the vaccination pro-
gramme started on
Februaryl7 with health
workers, then govern-
ment dignitaries and
national safety person-
nel before being rolled
out to the general pub-
lic on March 1.

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
10:30AM TO 1:30PM

The national plan is to
achieve herd immunity
by vaccinating at least
80 percent of the popu-
lation. Our Prime Min-
ister, Gaston Browne,
is on record as saying
that the priority is to
protect lives and live-
lihoods by getting our
people inoculated so
that our economy can
return to normality. We
received 40,000 doses
of the Oxford AstraZen-
eca Covid-19 vaccine
from the Government
of India and earlier
5,000 doses from the
Government of Domi-
nica. Twenty thousand

Cont’d on pg 12
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persons will be vacci-
nated during this first
round, and it is expect-
ed that this target will
be reached before the
end of this week. There
are not enough vac-
cines on island pres-
ently to achieve the
80 percent goal, so as
we await the arrival of
more vaccines, what
can we do to help?

We need to ensure that
we are armed with in-
formation from trust-
ed sources. We need
to continue to listen to
employees’ concerns
and make as much in-
formation as possible
available to them. Cur-
rently there are many
opportunities on social
media, state media and
other national sourc-
es to get this infor-
mation from our own
medical professionals
and technicians. The
Ministry of Health has
rolled out its educa-
tional campaign, start-
ing with Public Service
Announcements from
well-known Antiguans
and Barbudans and
key persons in the
community. Without
presenting any partic-
ular side of the vaccine
or no debate, we need
to ensure that all our
employees have the in-
formation they need to
make this decision for
themselves.

What should your in-
house vaccine educa-
tion program contain?
A history of vaccines
and how they work.
This would offer some
understanding on how
vaccines are developed
and tested for safety
and efficacy.

The various types of
vaccine options that
currently exist, how
they compare as far as
accessibility, availabili-
ty, efficacy and cost.
Detailed information
on the Oxford Astra-
ZenecaVaccine as that
is the vaccine that will
be available to us, at
least for the time be-
ing.

Possible side effects
and adverse reactions
especially for persons
with certain medical
conditions and aller-
gies.

Person who should not
take the vaccines or at
least seek advice from
their medical doctor
before doing so.

To be clear: HRPAB
is not advocating at
this time that taking
the vaccine should be
mandatory for any em-
ployee, or as a condi-
tion of continued em-
ployment. While we
agree and accept that a
vaccinated population
will lead to a reopening
of our economies and
a move to normality,
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we still hold strongly to
the view that this must
remain a matter of per-
sonal choice and con-
viction.

The Human Resource
Professionals of An-
tigua and Barbuda
(HRPAB) is a regis-
tered non-profit, pro-
fessional association
dedicated to the ad-
vancement of the HR
profession for national
development. We be-
gan informally from
2009 and legally regis-
tered in 2011. HRPAB'’s
growing membership
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represents private and
public organizations
as well as independent
consultants specializ-
ing in one or more ar-
eas of human resource
management and de-
velopment. Member-
ship is offered for three
categories: profession-
al, non-professional,
and honorary. You may
contact us via email at
hrpro.ab@gmail.com

or on Facebook and In-
stagram @HRPro268

o

Send your news stories to
news@pointville.ag
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Spotlight

Joella R. Charles

Inrecognition of Wom-
en’s History Month, the
spotlight shines on Jo-
ella R. Charles. Charles
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recently matriculated
into the prestigious
Columbia  Universi-
ty, in New York, one of

the leading education-
al institutions in the
world.

Charles was born
and raised in Cassa-
da Gardens, and she
attended the Christ
the King High School.
Charles then contin-
ued on to the Antigua
State College, where
she graduated with
an Associate’s Degree
in Business Law. She
then obtained her first
job at a Law Firm. She
later migrated to the
US in 2011, and three
years after arriving to
the US, she became a
single mother.

Her son, Jordan, is
prized as her greatest
motivation, and is one
of the main sources be-
hind her ambition and
drive. Charles found
herself in a big city,
alone with no friends
nor family within
reach. Being alone
with a young child in
New York was a fright-
ening experience for
her, but despite what
it appeared to be, she
persisted.

Charles enrolled at

FEATURES @

Ol JOELLA
R. CHARLES

John Jay College of
Criminal Justice in
2016, where she turned
4 academic years into
two years by doubling
her classes, attained a
Pre-Law Degree, and
graduated with Cum
Laude Honors in 2018.
She currently manages
a Corporate Law Firm
in Mid-Town Manhat-
tan, is a member of the
New York State Bar As-
sociation, a member
of the National Soci-
ety for Leadership and
Success, and is a first-
year student at Colum-
bia University, with a
concentration in Ne-
gotiation, Mediation,
and Conflict Resolu-
tion. Her desired ob-
jective is to become a
corporate attorney.

One month after be-
ing accepted to Co-
lumbia, the school
informed her that she
was selected to receive
a fellowship award, for
which she is extremely
proud. Charles attends
many other confer-
ences throughout the
years, such as the Na-
tional Black Pre-Law

Cont’d on pg 14



Conference, and ex-
presses the importance
of mentorship. Charles
shared the possible op-
portunities of advanc-
ing one’s education, as
she had the privilege of
joining Bill Gates, one
of the most influential
men across the world,
in a live webinar, as he
discussed his new book
on ‘Climate Change’
with the faculty, staff,
and students at Co-
lumbia University. In
America, where educa-
tion is valued, Charles
has capitalized on the
knowledge acquired.

When making the de-
cision to continue
on with her dreams,
Charles was unaware
of the possible future
implications of that
choice. Her fears con-
flicted with her inter-
ests  simultaneously.
Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne person-
ally interviewed, and

congratulated, Charles
on the Browne and
Browne show this past
weekend, where she
indicated that the jour-
ney to Columbia had
been filled with highs
and extreme lows. She
prides herself on her
ability to be resilient
and self-reliant. She
continued on to offer
words of encourage-
ment to the local men,
youth, and women to
do the same as they
follow their dreams.
Charles asserts that in-
corporating self-moti-
vating practices, such
as emotional intelli-
gence, self-discipline,
and consistency, help
to promote self-suc-
cess. These are the
same lessons Charles
gives to her son, as she
hopes that her journey
for academic excel-
lence and profession-
alism, in Corporate
America, and other
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places, reflect as an ex-
ample to him.

Despite having to trav-
el this journey alone,
Charles acknowledg-
es her abiding faith in
God. Prayer became an
adopted habit for her.
She continues to en-
courage fellow wom-
en, youth, and men, to
find their passion and
follow their dreams.
Charles  emphasizes
that consistency, even
in small steps, can take
a person one step clos-
er to his/her goals, and
acknowledging where
one going is the first
step. Charles has faced
many trials and tribu-
lations, but today, she
has overcome.

The people of Antigua
and Barbudaare proud,
and they congratulate
Joelle Charles on her
continued efforts to-
wards her success. She
is an exemplary moti-
vated individual who
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has stood the test of
time. Charles has con-
firmed, further, that
she is working on a
few projects to assist
in the advancement of
education in Antigua
and Barbuda, and oth-
er youth development
programs, as her con-
tribution to her native
land. Charles praises
her family and those
who have supported
her over the years.
Everyone wishes Jo-
elle Charles continued
success in her life’s
journey and the very
best in her future en-
deavours. Well done!!
“To know where you
are going makes the
difference. Trust your-
self; believe in yourself,
because the only lim-
its you have in this life
are the limits you give
to yourself.” — Joella R.
Charles
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SVG Gov’t asks CWSA, VINLEC
to suspend disconnections

iWitness News- The
government has asked
the state-owned sup-
pliers of water and
electricity to consider
a moratorium on dis-
connections — as they
did last year — to help
their customers strug-
gling with the econom-
ic impact of the coro-
navirus pandemic.
“We have asked VIN-
LEC and CWSA (Cen-
tral Water and Sew-
erage Authority) to
reinstitute a morato-
rium programme, in-
cluding discounts too,”
Prime Minister Ralph
Gonsalves said on WE
FM on Sunday.

“Last week, the people
at CWSA responded.
VINLEC should have
responded to me by
Friday but I haven't
seen that document.
If Thornley is hearing
me, he would know
that I am awaiting it,”
he said of the electrici-
ty provider and its chief
executive.

“And if he has, in fact,
sent it, he could always
send a message to me
saying he has sent it.
But I haven't seen it
yet. But this week you
are going to get some
announcements  on
those.”

The prime minis-
ter said that because
schools are closed, the
government has to as-
sist the vendors who
trade outside schools.
“[Minister of Finance]
Camillo [Gonsalves]
has insisted, and quite
rightly so, that we put
back the vendors at
the schools [on the list
of persons to receive
COVD-19 unemploy-
ment benefit].

“And there are a few
hundreds of them at
the various schools,
because they are not
making any money. We
may have to do some-
thing again for ... the
people who are run-
ning the preschools,”
the prime minister
said.

He noted that the gov-
ernment has decid-
ed to give to omnibus
each operator, for two
months, a monthly
subsidy of EC$500 or
EC$600, depending on
the size of the vehicle.
The prime minister’s
comments came as
he said that the num-
ber of persons taking
the COVID-19 vaccine
in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines was “pick-
ing up” but was not yet
“as many as I would
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Prime Minister Dr Ralph Gonsalves

like to see because the
sooner we all get vacci-
nated, or at least most
of us, the better”.
Gonsalves said that
the sooner people are
vaccinated, the soon-
er “we can get back to
normalcy’.

“And as we see Britain
and the United States,
their programme is un-
folding pretty ok and
we see in some other
European countries,
and even Canada,
which has been a little
slow off the mark — I
have been advised —
that we may have peo-
ple travelling again.
“There is a pent up de-
mand, according to the

people in the market-
place for tourism and
we can get back to eco-
nomic activity.

“We take our jabs, we
get our jobs returning
because at the mo-
ment things are very
difficult. I am talking
about on the econom-
ic front. It is very chal-
lenging.

“We had said in the
Budget, and we are
rolling out projects for
people getting jobs
and we are seeing in
some of the public sec-
tor programmes that
are happening and we
are strengthening the
social safety net.”
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PANDEMIC AFFECTING WOMEN’S
WORK MORE

Barbados Advocate -
There needs to be a con-
versation nationally,

regionally and interna-
tionally about the im-
pact of the COVID-19
pandemic on women in
the tourism industry and
women in general.

So says Minister of
Tourism and Interna-
tional Transport, Sena-
tor Lisa Cummins. She
was speaking Monday
during a panel discussion
dubbed ‘Talking Tourism
with the Ladies, hosted
by the Barbados Tourism
Marketing Incorporated
(BTMI) to mark Interna-
tional Women'’s Day 2021.
Cumminsmade the point
while noting that most of
those who have become
unemployed because of
the COVID-19 pandemic
have been women.

According to the tour-
ism minister, data from
the National Insurance
Department showed
that in terms of hotels,
restaurants and the retail
sector that had to lay off
staff, the ratio of females
to males who became
unemployed, was two
to one. “...More females
were laid off than men
because we have a larger
number of females also
that work in tourism.

The ratio, if you were to
put it into a percentage
is 65 percent women
to 35 percent men and
what that means is that
all across our communi-
ties and all across our so-
cieties there are women
who have been leading
in their families, and in
their homes, and in their
households who have
been employed and who
are now unemployed
or underemployed and
they're forging the way
on any given day for their
families for themselves as
still supporting so many
others. They are the un-
seen leaders that I want
to also recognise today,”
she insisted.

The minister went on
to say that in terms of
total unemployment, it
was still heavily skewed
towards women, where
close to 60 percent of
those persons who are
now unemployed are fe-
male. This reality, Cum-
mins noted, has a down-
stream impact on what
happens in the homes,
communities and fami-
lies.“Of course the finan-
cial implications are sig-
nificant, and they are dire
for many families and so
while we talk about the
high level issues like bor-

Minister of Tourism and International transport, Senator
Lisa Cummins

ders reopening, and ho-
tels closing or reopening,
businesses being able
to function or not being
able to function, rum
shops opening or not
opening, there has to be
a gender-based conver-
sation around how wom-
en are disproportionately
affected, and with them,
how their households are
disproportionately  af-

fected,” she maintained.
The tourism and inter-
national transport minis-
ter made the point while
noting that this situation
is not unique to Bar-
bados. She said such is
applicable in almost ev-
ery tourism dependent
economy, here in the Ca-
ribbean and the Asia Pa-
cific region. In that vein,
she said that Barbados is
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in a good position to take

a leadership role regard-
ing the discussion on the
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on these
economies and women
in the tourism industry,
as a country with women
in several leadership po-
sitions.

“...That country that has
awoman Prime Minister;
awoman Governor Gen-
eral; and a woman who
is a minister who is the
Minister of Tourism; a
woman who is the chair-
man of the board of the
BTMI, and woman who
is a permanent secretary
of the Ministry of Tour-
ism, and female leaders
all across the upstream
and downstream agen-
cies in the sector - that
we have to lead a conver-
sation globally about the
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on tourism
dependent economies”.

She continued, “And we
absolutely have to incor-
porate the critical issue
of that impact on wom-
en, all across the sector
and all across the globe
and what that has meant
for economic empower-
ment, inclusion, entre-
preneurship, innovation,
creativity, new business
development, and how
that is going to form a
part of our policy conver-
sation in the re-imagina-
tion of our sector”. (JRT)
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Over a dozen people Iin
custody over attack on
police officers

St Lucia Police Commissioner Milton Desir

LOOP ST Lucia - Eleven persons,
including a bar owner, who report-
edly attacked police officers in Sou-
friere on Sunday have been arrest-
ed.Three of them have since been
charged.

At the same time, a number of those
accused in the attack surrendered
to the police Tuesday ahead of the
midday deadline.

According to reports, the police
were attempting to break up a so-
cial activity during the curfew pe-
riod, which violated the COVID-19
protocols. Missiles were thrown at
the police who had to retreat and
seek cover. A police vehicle was
damaged during the incident that
occurred around 8:00 pm.

“Police came to correct that situa-
tion and persons chose to disregard
the police, who were doing their

job. The primary function of the
police is to maintain law and order
and the protection of life and prop-
erty,” Police Commissioner Milton
Desir said.

Desir has condemned the Soufriere
incident which has been making
rounds on social media, stressing
that this type of behaviour will not
be tolerated by law enforcement.
He said, “There will be no tolerance
for lawlessness in Saint Lucia, espe-
ciallywhen police are responding to
incidents. That is their responsibili-
"

He warned bar owners that once
they breach the COVID-19 oper-
ating protocols, he will ensure that
their licenses are suspended.

POINTEPRESS
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Government to introduce ‘very strong
and clear’ rules and ordinances for
flying of drones - PM Skerrit

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerritt

Dominica News Online
- Prime Minister Roos-
evelt Skerrit has revealed
that his government will
be passing some “very
strong and clear” statu-
tory rules and ordinanc-
es where the flying of
drones is concerned.

He made the announce-
ment during his Annou
palé talk show on Sun-
day. Popular vlogger
Mpystelics of Portsmouth
and videographer/pho-
tographer Jawanza Stuart
of Castle Comfort were
arrested by the police last
week for allegedly flying a
drone in the Morne Dan-
iel area.

The men were said to
have been flying their

equipment over the
Prime Minister’s official
residence and were de-
tained after they tried to
retrieve the drone which
the police say had fallen
on Mr. Skerrit’s farm near
his official residence.
However, after two days
in police custody, Mitch-
ell and Stuart were re-
leased sometime af-
ter 5:00 p.m. on March
3, 2021, without any
charges being brought
against them as, accord-
ing to the police, the mat-
ter is still under investi-
gation.

“We are going to be pass-
ing some very strong and
clear statutory rules and
ordinances where those

drones are concerned,
so that will be done in
very quick time,” Prime
Minister Skerrit said. He
continued, “It is certain-
ly strange that anybody
in leadership or any
sensible person would
condone the flying of a
drone or any such equip-
ment over the official res-
idence or even the pri-
vate residence of a head
of government or head of
state, or the police head-
quarters or government
headquarters.”

He said it’s international
practice that one cannot
fly any device over such
residences for obvious
reasons. “One has to un-
derstand that drones
can carry poisons, they
can carry a bomb, you
can have a gun attached
to it and remotely use
it,” the Prime Minister
pointed out. He warned
that people must never
try to politicize these in-
cidents, “and then when
we become a victim,
those who are criticizing
the police action, if you
become a victim what
happens to you?” Skerrit
asked. “What will be your
reaction?”

Skerrit added, “If any cit-

izen of Dominica were to
go to anyone’s home to-
day or tomorrow morn-
ing with a drone and cir-
cle your home and take
photographs of yourself
and post it on social me-
dia, how would you re-
act?”

He believes that anyone
who is aspiring to be a
leader of a country and
who is going to be en-
trusted with the security
of the state and confiden-
tial “stuff” has to “show
leadership, not then but
now” suggesting that
“the lack of leadership
that Lennox Linton, the
leader of the opposition
continues to show is real-
ly unfortunate.”

The Prime Minister
maintains that he does
not provide support to
any of his supporters
who breaks the law and
comes to him to com-
plain.

“The law is the law and I
tell people that they have
to respect the law;,” he
stated, adding that lead-
ership is about respect-
ing the laws of the coun-
try.

“The law is there to pro-
tect every one of us,”
Skerrit said.
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The Antigua & Barbuda Humane Society wishes to
advise the public that the Animal Shelter and Donkey
Sanctuary will be closed temporarily on Mondays.
The new opening times are Tuesday to Saturday
from 10 am to 4 pm. The Humane Society’s low-
cost spay/neuter clinics for dogs and cats will now
be on Thursdays by appointment only. For further
information or an appointment, please call the
Humane Society at 461-4957.
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Jury selection begins in trial
of ex-cop in Floyd’s death

MINNEAPOLIS (AP)
— Jury selection in
the trial of a former
Minneapolis police
officer charged in
George Floyd’s death
began Tuesday with
the first potential
juror excused after
she revealed during
questioning that she
thought the way the
officer acted was “not
fair.”

The woman, a
mother of three from
Mexico, said she
saw bystander vid-
eo showing Derek
Chauvin kneeling
on Floyd’s neck, but
she didnt under-
stand why the officer
didnt get up when
Floyd said he couldn’t
breathe.

“That’s not fair be-
cause we are humans,
you know?” she said.

Defense  attorney
Eric Nelson noted
that the woman said
on her questionnaire
that she wanted to be
on the jury “to give
my opinion of the un-
just death of George
Floyd.” Potential ju-
rors must show they
can set aside their
opinions on the case
and view the evidence

N

E

Former Minneapolis police officer, Derek Chauvin

fairly The woman
said she would be
willing to change her
mind if she saw evi-
dence from a differ-
ent perspective, but
Nelson used one of
his 15 peremptory
challenges to dismiss
her without providing
areason.

Judge Peter Cahill
earlier rejected Nel-
son’s request to re-
move her for cause
over concerns about
her English proficien-
cy. The questioning
illustrates the chal-
lenges facing attor-
neys in seating a jury

after video of Floyd’s
arrest has been wide-
ly seen around the
world. Cahill set aside
three weeks for a pro-
cess that could go
even longer; open-
ing statements are
scheduled no sooner
than March 29.

Chauvin is charged
with second-degree
murder and man-
slaughter in Floyd’s
death, and jury selec-
tion is proceeding de-
spite uncertainty over
whether a third-de-
gree murder charge
will be added. The
state has asked the

Minnesota Court of
Appeals to stop pro-
ceedings until that’s
resolved, which could
mean delay of weeks
or months.

Floyd was declared
dead on May 25 af-
ter Chauvin, who is
white, pressed his
knee against the black
man’s neck for about
nine minutes, hold-
ing his position even
after Floyd went limp.
Floyd’s death sparked
sometimes  violent
protests in Minneap-
olis and beyond, lead-
ing to a nationwide
reckoning on race.
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Meghan and Harry interview: Palace takmg race
issues ‘very seriously’

BBC World News -
The race issues raised
by the Duke and Duch-
ess of Sussex in their
interview with Oprah
Winfrey are “concern-
ing” and “taken very se-
riously”, Buckingham
Palace has said.

In a statement, the
Palace said ‘“recollec-
tions may vary” but
the matters will be ad-
dressed privately.

Meghan told Oprah
Harry had been asked
by an unnamed fami-
ly member “how dark”
their son Archie’s skin
might be.

The Palace said the
Sussexes would “always
be much loved family
members”.

The response from
Buckingham  Palace
came after crisis meet-
ings involving senior
royals. Pressure had
been growing to re-
spond to the interview
in which Meghan - the
first mixed-race mem-
ber of the modern Roy-
al Family - revealed the
comments about their
son’s skin colour.

Prince Harry lat-
er clarified to Oprah
that the comments
were not made by ei-
ther the Queen or the
Duke of Edinburgh.

The statement, which

came a day and a half
after the interview was
first broadcast in the
US, said: “The whole
family is saddened to
learn the full extent of
how challenging the
lastfewyears have been
for Harry and Meghan.
“The issues raised, par-
ticularly that of race,
are concerning. Whilst
some recollections may
vary, they are taken very
seriously and will be
addressed by the family
privately.

“Harry, Meghan and
Archie will always be
much loved family
members.”

It is understood the
royals wanted to care-
fully consider their re-
sponse and to give the
British public an op-
portunity to watch the
interview first when it
was broadcast on Mon-
day evening. The royals
are said to consider this
a family matter and to
believe they should be
given the opportuni-
ty to discuss the issues
privately.

Although likely, it was
never absolutely certain
that the Queen would
issue a statement fol-
lowing the interview
given by her grandson
and his wife. The risk
was that any response

would add to the “Roy-

als in crisis” narrative
which is playing out
across front pages and
TV screens across the
globe.

But having had time
to discuss the claims
made by Harry and
Meghan, four short
sentences convey the
message from the Pal-
ace that this is a pri-
vate family matter and
the specific allegations
will not be publicly ad-
dressed.

The tone is concilia-
tory, with reference to
the Sussexes as much
loved family members.
There is a gentle chal-
lenge in the line “whilst
some recollections may
vary”, but also an assur-
ance that concerns will
be taken seriously.

And we can be sure
that - at least as far as
the UK-based royals
are concerned - any
bridge-building will be
done in private.

During a visit in Lon-
don earlier, Prince
Charles did not speak

about the interview,
in which the Sussexes
addressed deeply per-
sonal topics of racism,
mental health, the me-
dia and other members
of the Royal Family.

The UK broadcast
on Monday night was
watched by an average
of 11.1 million peo-
ple. In it, the duchess
said there had been
times when she “didn’t
want to be alive any
more” because she
found royal life so diffi-
cult. She said she asked
for help from the Palace
but received none.

Meghan said conver-
sations about how dark
Archie’s skin might be
when he was born took
place “in tandem” with
discussions about why
he would not be given
a royal title and police
protection.

Under rules in place
since 1917, the couple’s
children would not au-
tomatically  become
princes or princesses -
unless the Queen was
to intervene.
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Russia’s Sputnik V could be made in
European Union after reported deals

MOSCOW  (Reuters)
- Russia’s Sputnik V vac-
cine against COVID-19
could be produced in
western Europe after a
deal to make it in Ita-
ly was signed by Mos-
cows RDIF sovereign
wealth fund and Swiss-
based pharmaceutical
company Adienne.

The agreement,
which will need ap-
proval from Italian reg-
ulators before produc-
tion can be launched,
has been confirmed by
both RDIE which mar-
kets Sputnik V interna-
tionally, and the Ital-
ian-Russian chamber
of commerce.

Kirill Dmitriev, RDIF’s
head, told Russian
state TV his fund had
also struck deals with
production facilities in
Spain, France and Ger-
many to produce Sput-
nik. He did not provide
details.

It is the latest indica-
tion that some compa-
nies could press ahead
with plans without
waiting for the Euro-
pean Union’s regulator
-- the European Medi-
cines Agency (EMA) --
to grant its approval to
Sputnik V.

Scientists said the
Russian vaccine was
almost 92% effective,
based on peer-re-
viewed late-stage trial
results published in The
Lancet medical journal
last month.

Sputnik V has already
been approved or is be-
ing assessed for approv-
al in three EU member
states - Hungary, Slo-
vakia and the Czech
Republic. EU officials
have said Brussels
could start negotiations
about a possible agree-
ment to buy vaccines if
at least four members

request it.

ITALIAN BREAK-
THROUGH?

The Italian-Russian

chamber of commerce
said on Monday that
the Italian move paved
the way for the creation
of the first Sputnik V
production facility in
Europe outside Russia.

It said there were
plans for Italian pro-
duction to begin in
June and that it hoped
that 10 million doses of
Sputnik V could be pro-
duced there by the end
of the year.

“This agreement is
the first of its kind with

a European partner,”
Vincenzo Trani, head
of the chamber, said
in the statement. “It
can be called a histor-
ic event, which is proof
of the good state of re-
lations between our
countries and shows
that Italian companies
can see beyond polit-
ical differences.” The
Lugano-based Adienne
Pharma & Biotech did
not immediately re-
spond to a request for
comment. RDIF de-
clined to provide fur-
ther detail on the deal

beyond confirming it.

The Italian industry
ministry has played no
role in the deal between
RDIF and Adienne, a
government  source
said, adding the minis-
try had not even been
informed of the oper-
ation, which is “legiti-
mate” and “in line with
market dynamics”.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said the
Italy-related plan could
help quickly satisfy
demand for the shot
abroad.



POINT

WEDNESDAY 10TH MARCH 2021

INTERNATIONAL NEWS Arouno mue worio [P FH

Second Myanmar official dies after
arrest, junta steps up media crackdown

(Reuters) - An of-
ficial from deposed
Myanmar leader

Aung San Suu Kyi’s
National League for
Democracy  (NLD)
died in custody after
he was arrested early
on Tuesday, the sec-
ond party figure to
die in detention in
two days, as security
forces broke up street
protests against the
military junta.

Police also cracked
down on indepen-
dent media, raiding
the offices of two
news outlets and de-
taining two journal-
ists.

Myanmar has been
in crisis since the
army ousted Suu Kyi’s
elected government
in a coup on Feb. 1,

detained her and oth-

er NLD officials, and
set up a ruling junta
of generals.

The NLD’s Zaw Myat
Linn died in custody
on Tuesday after he
was arrested in the
country’s main city of
Yangon around 1:30
am., said Ba Myo
Thein, a member of
the dissolved upper
house of parliament.

“He’s been partici-
pating continuously
in the protests,” Ba
Myo Thein said. The
cause of death was
not clear.

In a Facebook live
broadcast before he
was detained, Zaw
Myat Linn urged peo-
ple to continue fight-
ing the army, “even if
it costs our lives.”

“Their power must
never last,” he said.

Neither the military
nor the police re-
sponded to calls for
comment.

Zaw Myat Linn is the
second NLD official
to have died in cus-
tody in the last two
days. Khin Maung
Latt, who had worked
as a campaign man-
ager for an NLD MP
elected in 2020, died
after he was arrested

on Saturday night.
More than 1,900
people have been

arrested across the
country since the
coup, the Assistance
Association for Politi-
cal Prisoners said.

Police broke up
scattered demonstra-
tions in Yangon - the
former capital and
still the commercial
hub - and other towns
across Myanmar with
tear gas and stun gre-
nades on Tuesday.

As night fell, soldiers
fired weapons in dif-
ferent districts of the
coastal town of Da-
wei, while at least two
people were wound-
ed earlier in the day,
one by a gunshot, in
the town of Mohn-
yin in the north, local

media said.

Witnesses said two
journalists from Ka-
mayut, an indepen-
dent media company,
were arrested, while
the military raided
the offices of Mizzima
News in Yangon.

Live footage post-
ed to social media
also showed a raid
after nightfall on the
offices of the Demo-
cratic Voice of Burma
(DVB).

A day earlier, the
junta stripped Mizzi-
ma, DVB, and three
other outlets of their
licences. They had all
been active in cover-
ing protests against
the coup.

At least 35 journal-
ists have been arrest-
ed since the Feb. 1
coup, Myanmar Now
reported, of which 19
have been released.

The U.S State De-
partment said it
“strongly condemned
the junta for the... vi-
olent crackdowns on
those peacefully tak-
ing to the streets and
on those who are just
doing their jobs, in-
cluding independent
journalists who have
been swept up.”
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SKERRITT

AND SHALLO
PROMISE TO BUILD
ON FIRST
ACCOMPLISHMEN,TS

President of Cricket West
Indies (CWI) Ricky Skerritt
said fighting petty board-
room politics and territorial
msularity are two of the big-
gest challenges to West In-
dies cricket progress.

Skerritt along with vice
president Dr. Kishore Shal-
low have launched a bid for
a second term and are being
challenged by the ticket of
Guyana Ciricket Board Sec-
retary, Anand Sanasie and
Barbados Cricket Board vice
president, Calvin Hope.

The incumbents received
nominations from Lee-
ward Islands Cricket Board
(LICB) and Trinidad and
Tobago  Cricket Board
(I'TCB). Skerritt noted that
they are also confident of
similar support from the
Windward Islands Cricket
Board and predicts support
from the Jamaica Ciricket
Association (JCA) for the
elections scheduled for Sun-
day, March 28, 2021.

[ERM

Skerritt  explained that
some people seemed to be-
lieve that the CWI board-
room is a type of Parliament
where their only job is to
oppose or resist any decision
that doesn’t directly benefit
them individually.

The Skerritt and Shallow
campaign slogan is Forward
“WI” Go, and they prom-
1sed to continue to lead the
fight for organizational mod-
ernization, including greater
transparency, accountabil-
ity, and partnership with
all stakeholders, designed
to support and prepare for
achieving the best possible
on-field results.

The pair say they have
identified 10 priorities that
will now continue their up-
grade “Cricket First Plus’
plan for their second term in
office.
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SURPASSES ROGER FEDERER’S
ALL TIME RECORD

Novack Djokovic has
broken Roger Federer’s
all-time record for most
weeks spent as the men's
world number one. The
Serbian has now topped
the ATP rankings for a
combine 311 weeks, sur-
passing Federers tally of
310 on Monday. Djokovic
has enjoyed five different
spells as the world’s best
male tennis player, most
recently wrestling top
spot from Rafael Nadal in
February 2020. “It real-
ly excites me to walk the
path oflegends and giants
of this sport,” Djokovic
said per the ATP tour. “To
know that I have earned

my place
among them by fol-
lowing my childhood
dream is a beautiful
confirmation that g
when you do things
out of love and
passion, everything
is possible,” the Serb
said. The 33-year-old

first topped the ranking
back in July 2011 and he

has gone on to establish
himself as one of the best
players in tennis history.
After winning the Aus-
tralian Open in Febru-
ary, Djokovic now has
18 grand slam titles to his
name, just two less than
Federer and Nadal.

Joachim Low to leave
Germany’s manager role

Joachim Low will step
down from his role as
Germany’s manager after
this summers FEurope-
an Championships. The
61-year-old has been in
charge of his country’s na-
tional team since replac-
ing Jurgen Klinsmann in

2006. He has a contract
until the 2022 World Cup
but approached the Ger-
man Football Association
(DFB) to end it early. “I
take this step very con-
sciously, full of pride and
enormous gratitude,” said
Low, who led his coun-

try to victory at the 2014
World Cup. Following the
World Cup success in Bra-
zil, Low guided Germany
to the semifinals of Euro
2016 where they were
beaten by host, France.
He then came under pres-
sure after his side went

out at the group stage of
the 2018 World Cup. DFB
president Fritz Keller said,
“The fact thathe informed
us about his decision at a
very early stage is decent.
He gives us the necessary
time to name a succes-

”»

SOL
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2021 SUMMER
OLYMPICS:
FOREIGN

VISITORS WILL NOT BE

PERMITTED AT TOKYO GAME

Fans will reportedly not
be allowed to travel to Ja-
pan for the Tokyo Olympics
or Paralympics this summer,
according to multiple reports.
The country made the de-
cision to ban foreign visitors
from the Tokyo Olympics due
to the threat of the corona-
virus pandemic. The report
came on Tuesday from the
Kyodo news agency, citing

Japanese government offi-
cials. The news has not yet

been confirmed by the Japa-
nese government or Olympic
officials.

While the news may be dis-
appointing to those wanting
tomake the trip, the country is
being on the safe side. At one
point, fanswereunsureifthere
would even be a Summer
Olympics, after the games
were delayed from 2020 to
2021 and amidst growing
worry regarding the pandem-
ic. They still plan to have the
Olympics in summer of 2021
despite the pushback from

many fans, media members
and Japanese citizens.

Japan has a population of
over 126 million, and has re-
ported just over 8,000 deaths
from COVID-19, according
to CBS News.

Even without allowing visi-
tors from abroad, there is still
concern about the spread of
the virus, given how many
athletes and personnel will be
making the trip.

Last month, officials re-
leased a 33-page playbook
detailing the health and safety
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protocols that will be in place.
There are many guidelines in
place for athletes, including
tracking, tests and mask man-
dates. Fans will not be allowed
to cheer or singloudly, but are
allowed to clap.

The officials have asked that
athletes get vaccinated before
participating, but say they will
not require a vaccination be-
fore attending.

The Tokyo Olympics is set
tostarton July 23 and last until
Aug. 8.
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