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VICTIMS OF OUR

OWN SUCCESS

Presently a major concern for
many governments in the Caribbean
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic is
the issue of ‘vaccine hesitancy,’ that is,
the expressed unwillingness of some
persons to take the vaccine. It is a
grave concern since a large num-
ber of persons refusing to become
vaccinated threatens the desired
outcome of herd immunity—enough
people being resistant fo COVID-19
thereby stopping its spread.

While persons may have some
legitimate concerns regarding vac-
cines in general, one suspects that
part of the reason so many persons
have expressed an unwillingness to
take the vaccine is that we have
become victims of our own success.
This, of course, warrants some ex-
planation.

Antigua and Barbudq, like many
Caribbean countries, has been en-
gaged in a massive vaccination pro-
gramme that started in earnest in
the 1970s and has continued up fo
this day. Beginning at a few weeks
after birth, babies receive several
vaccines to protect them from dis-
eases. As the child grows, she or he
is faken back fo the clinic for addi-
tional vaccines and various ‘boost-
ers’ to strengthen previously received
vaccines. This process usually contin-
ves until feenage years when more
vaccines are administered. Many of
the diseases that once wreaked hav-
oc on vulnerable populations were
brought under control, and some
were even completely eradicated.
These include measles, mumps, ru-
bella, tetanus, poliomyelitis, yellow
fever, hepatitis, malaria, among
many others. So successful was this
programme that many Anfiguans
and Barbudans have not seen the
harm that these diseases can cause.

Therein lies part of the reason for
what appears to be complacency
among some people when it comes
to taking the COVID-19 vaccine.

A few examples are therefore
necessary. Do you know that yel-
low fever can cause liver and kidney
damage? Malaria is known to cause
seizures, comq, and even death. Do
you also know that polio can dam-
age the central nervous system, and
can lead to paralysis of the head,
neck and diaphragm? Many people
are not aware of these things be-
cause the strong vaccination pro-
gramme in Anfigua and Barbuda
means that we simply do not see
the effects of these diseases at all.

Most individuals do not understand
what it means to see hundreds of
people aofflicted by one or more of
these diseases. It has therefore cre-
ated an experiential void wherein
because many have not witnessed
the tyranny of these diseases, they
somehow take the value of vaccines
for granted. The older generation,
on the other hand, those who were
born during the period 1900 to 1969,
saw first-hand the ravages of these
diseases. That is why they did not
hesitate to participate in the vacci-
nation programme and also ensured
that their progeny did the same. They
lived through the sometimes-hellish
experiences that some of these dis-
eases cause: they would have lost
siblings, children, and other loved
ones to some of these diseases.

It is offen said that there is noth-
ing new fo be learned from being
kicked by a donkey a second time
since one kick is sufficient to feach
everything one needs to know. Clear-
ly, having been kicked by these dis-
eases, our elders knew better than
to risk being kicked again. For our

present generatfion, it appears that
some are eager to experience the
donkey kick themselves.

Severe COVID-19 is known fo cause
pneumoniqg, respiratory failure, and
death. Based on the testimony and
warnings of many who have experi-
enced severe COVID-19, the disease
is nothing like influenza. There have
been cases here in Antigua and Bar-
buda where it took months for some
patients to recover, and even after
recovering they still experience the
effects of the disease. Some have de-
scribed the experience of contract-
ing COVID-19 as being depressingly
lonely because one is isolated for
the most part—no family, coworkers,
or friends visiting. Moreover, people
that we know have died as a result
of the disease—a very lonely death;
alone, tethered to a breathing ap-
paratus. No one gets to say good-
bye as these people die while being
isolated. The funeral is usually swift,
so family and friends do not even
get the privilege to mourn the loved
one the way it is normally done.

Gentle reader, is this the donkey
kick you are wiling to risk experi-
encing? What do you hope fo learn
from that?

Taking the vaccine ensures that
the worst of COVID-19 will not come
to you or your family. Gentle read-
er, our parents did it for us and we
are now reaping the benefits by not
experiencing the effects of the dis-
eases against which we have been
vaccinated. It is now our opportunity
to do it for ourselves and our loved
ones. Let us not permit ourselves to
become victims of our own success
and thereby unravel the very suc-
cess we have had with vaccines. The
nafion depends on you to do the
right thing.
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Forty thousand vaccines
to arrive on Sunday

A special flight is due
to arrive at the V.C. Bird
International airport Sat-
urday night with the for-
ty thousand doses of the
Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cines that are a gift from
the government and peo-

ple of India.
Informed sources say
the flight is tentatively

scheduled for 28th Feb-
ruary, estimated to arrive
at 720 p.m. The flight will
be on the ground for for-
ty-eight hours to ensure
the crew gefts to rest.

The sources say the In-
dion government under-
took to fly the vaccines,
destined not only for An-
tigua and Barbuda but

also those it committed fo
other Caribbean ferrito-
ries, on one of its aircraft.

However, it was unclear
up to last night whether
the final flight info the V.C.
Bird Internatfional will be
that of an Indian aircraft.

The sources say the air-
craft is expected to be
met by senior government

officials when it lands af
the aqirport. Arrangements
have also been made for
the vaccines to be stored
at the government facility.

This means that there will
be enough vaccines avail-
able to give almost half
the population their first
dose of the anti-COVID
vaccine.

Latest dashboard shows fifty-five
new confirmed cases of COVID-19

The latest COVID-19 up-
dafe released by the Minis-
try of Health from the Mount
St. John's Medical Centre
(MSJMC) and the Caribbe-
an Public Health Agency
(CARPHA) has revealed fif-
ty-five (55) new laboratory
confirmed COVID-19 cases
in Antigua and Barbuda as
of Wednesday 24th Febru-
ary 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

Subsequent to the pub-
lication of the dashboard
for Wednesday 24th Feb-
ruary 2021 with the cut off
time of 6 p.m, an addition-
al forty-eight (48) samples
were processed at MSIMC,
increasing the pending re-
sults from three hundred
(300) to three hundred and
forty-eight (348) in total.

Of the one hundred and
fifty-four (154) samples pro-
cessed by MSIMC, one
hundred and fwenty-six
(126) were negative and
twenty-eight (28) positive.
Twelve (12) of these positive

cases were repeatf tests.

Of the one hundred and
ninety-four (194) samples
sent to CARPHA, one hun-
dred and fifty-one (151)
were negative and for-
ty-three (43) positive. Four
(4) of these positive cases
were repeat tests.

All fifty-five (55) positive
cases are non-imported.

Thirty-eight  (38) recov-
eries have been recorded,
bringing the fotal to two
hundred and seventy-one
271).

Consequently, the fo-
tal number of persons
with laboratory confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Antigua
and Barbuda is seven hun-
dred and one (701), which
is inclusive of four hundred
and sixteen (416) active
cases.

Meanwhile, one hundred
and sixty-two (162) samples
are pending. The dash-
board has been updated
to reflect these changes.

COVID-19

Ministry of Health,
Wellness & Environment

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA DASHBOARD

This dashboard reflects data up to February 24th at 6:00pm
Published on: 25th February 2021
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ABLP Barbuda branch to
hoild prlmclry on Saturday

Seven people are down
participate in a primary on
Saturday as the Antigua and
Barbuda Labour Party’s Bar-
buda branch stages a prima-
ry to select five candidates for
the upcoming council elections
next month.

Sources out of Codrington
state that there are seven in-
dividuals who are expected to

participate in the primary. The
top five candidates will auto-
matically become the party’s
candidates for the 29th March
poll. The names of the pro-
spective candidates were not
immediately available.

Under the Barbuda Local
Government Act, five seats on
the Council become vacant

based on the system of rota-

tion enshrined in the law.

Already, the Barbuda People’s
Movement (BPM) has named its
five candidates: Wade Burton,
McKenzie Frank, Nico Anto-
nio, Melanie Beazer and Nadia
George.

Nomination of candidates
takes place on 17th March in
Codrington.

Donation made fo
Nurses Association
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The work being done
by frontline workers, es-

pecially nurses, in the
fight against the dreaded
COVID-19 virus has not
gone unnoticed. Sever-
al local companies have
combined efforts to make
a donation to the Antigua
and Barbuda Nurses As-

sociation (ABNA).
Spearheading the effort
was known philanthropist
Nigel Pigott, along with
his mother, Bernice Pig-
ott, who was a nurse em-
ployed for decades by the
government. He confacted
associates at technology
company QG Tech Ltd. fo

contribute to the purchase
through Michael Joseph of
Medicapharma Supplies.
Director of QG Tech
Ltd, Herbert Joseph, stat-
ed that the group instantly
acknowledged the contri-
butions of nurses and oth-
er frontline workers as the
country copes with the

fallout from the pandemic.
Joseph also expressed his
appreciation and not only
supplied the goods from
his wholesale department
but also contributed to-
wards cost.

ABNA president, Nurse
Soria Dupie-Winston gave
heartfelt thanks to all par-
ties involved for their fime-
ly donations of supplies
and said, “At this time
of the COVID pandemic
nurses appreciate all the
supplies they can get of

this nafture, which help
frontline healthcare work-
ers profect themselves,

their families and mostly
their patients.”

Pigott reflected that, “In
a recent local ediftorial, ‘A
call to arms,” the title alone
said how we should think
about this COVID pan-
demic. This is akin to war,
our society is at fthreat
and threatfs are befter not
faced alone, so we should
all be grouping our efforts
to expunge it”
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Lady Williams highlights the
need to learn foreign languages

!
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H.E. Lady Williams (right) with Ms. Tao Guoxia, Chinese Director (CIAB) af Government House last December.

There is a new avenue
for Antigua and Barbu-
da residents to learn for-
eign languages as part

of their cultural under-
standing.
That is the view of

Lady Sandra Williams,
who is also president of
the Antigua and Barbu-
da China Friendship As-
sociation (ACFA).
Speaking at an event
to mark the Chinese New
Year this month, Lady
Williams also commend-
ed the Confucius Institute
of Antigua and Barbuda
(CIAB) on their cultural
programme which was
executed to mark the

Chinese Spring Festival
and New Year.

In  emphasizing the
importance of learning
foreign languages, Lady
Williaoms stated, “This is
a new era. In order fto
foster world peace and
maximize economic ac-
tivity, it is necessary for
us to be constantly up-
grading our skills. Lan-
guage and technology
are two of the areas
upon which we consis-
tently need to improve.
The Confucius Institute
of Antigua and Barbudaq,
at the University of the
West Indies Five Islands
Campus, is right on our

doorstep. There is no
reason why our citizens
cannot equip themselves
with this very relevant
and crucial language
competency. The classes
are affordable for all.”
As the featured speak-
er at the celebration,
Lady  Williams  noted
that “the purpose of
the online  gathering
[was] to enhance culfur-
al understanding, and to
strengthen the bonds of
friendship between our
two nations.” She said,
“It doesn’t matter what
country we are from.
What colour of skin we
are born with. Or what

language we speak. The
message is clear. 2021 is
a year which we should
dedicate to the rebuild-
ing of our nations, the
rebirth of our aspira-
tions, and the reconcilia-
tion of any broken rela-
tionships.”

The Chinese New Year,
the most significant event
on the Chinese calendar,
commenced on 12th Feb-
ruary and expands over
a fifteen-day period.
2021 is categorized as
the Year of the Ox, and
is also known as a “met-
al” or “xin” year. The last
such occurrence was six-
ty years ago, in 1961.
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Security forces start
vaccination exercise

Close to three hundred
members of the security
forces have been vacci-
nafed over the past several
days as efforts to inoculate
frontline units are ramped
up under the national vac-
cinatfion exercise.

Led by members of the
Anfigua and Barbuda De-
fence Force (ABDF) who
started their vaccinatfion

process on Tuesday when
seventy-five members were
vaccinated, other security
agencies have since joined
on Wednesday and Thurs-

day.

Chief of Defence Staff,
Colonel Telbert Benjamin,
reported that officers from
the police department,
the ONDCP and Immi-
gratfion have since joined
those ABDF officers being
vaccinated. Only the Cus-
toms Division has not yet
indicated when its officers
will start their vaccinafion.
More than seventy securi-
ty officers were vaccinat-
ed on Wednesday, with
an additional one hundred
and thirty on Thursday,

bringing the overall total to
over two hundred and sev-
enty-five.

“The former US Air Sto-
tion has been designated
as a vaccination site and
there is where the security
personnel are being vacci-
nated,” he revealed.

It is not compulsory for
members of the ABDF fo
vaccinate, but based on
the nature of their dutfies,
Col. Benjamin said it is
imperative that they vac-
cinate. “We strongly en-
courage our members to

vaccinate as they currently
man the Quarantine Centre
at the Air Station, conduct
PCR tests for the security
forces as well as assist with
the contact-fracing pro-
gramme,” he stated.

Col. Benjamin said he is
pleased with the response
of the men and women
in uniform under his com-
mand and he anficipates
by early next week most of
three hundred and twenty
officers and civilian staff
would be vaccinated.
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COVID-19 Vaccine Registration Hotline
lauded a success on its first day

The newly established COVID-19
Vaccine Registration Hotline  was
launched Thursday with instant suc-
cess, receiving approximately three
hundred and fifty calls and registering
three hundred and fwenty-six people
during its first day of operation. With
a few operational glitches, the hotline
experienced a high call volume.

The hotline operates from 9:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m, Monday to Friday. The
team assisted people who may not
have the capacity to register online,
and aided those who opted to use
the registration portal in navigating
the site. The dedicated registration
team also addressed general ques-
tions on the vaccination process.

Vaccination of frontline workers is
well underway as healthcare workers,

members of the Antigua Barbuda
Defence Force, Immigration Officers,
and frontline staff continue to receive
their inoculations.

Forty thousand additional vaccines
are expected to arrive on the island
in the coming days. To ensure the
general public is educated on the
vaccine programme, the COVID-19
Vaccine Education committee has
embarked on a vigorous education
campaign which included a series
of targeted zoom sessions with Dr.
Courtney Lewis, Dr. Shivon Jarvis, and
Dr. George Mansoor.

According to Chair of the Educa-
tion Committee, Dr. Janelle Charles
Williams, “Jlust over one thousand
persons from key interest groups,
education, tourism, statutory bodies

example APUA, MBS, Social Security,
Port Authority, Customs, Immigration,
State Insurance, and religious leaders
participated in the sessions.”

The education programme also in-
cludes a dedicated information web-
site, Public Service Announcements,
social media campaigns, and media
interviews with medical professionals.

To reqister for your COVID-19 Vac-
cine, members of the public can call
the COVID-19 Registration Hotline af
788-8299, 736-8298, 736-8295, and
736-8299, or register online af www.
vaccineantiguabarbuda.com.

The COVID-19 Registration Hotline
is being managed by the Education
Subcommittee of the National Coor-
dinating Committee for the COVID-19
Vaccination programme.

New methods to tackle overcrowding in the
era of COVID under active consideration

The government is taking a seri-
ous look at several options to deal
with overcrowding at Her Majesty’s
Prison (HMP) amidst the outbreak
of the COVID-19 in the country.

Speaking in the Senate on Thurs-
day during her presentation to
the debate on the National Bud-
get 2021, Senator Maureen Hy-
man-Payne said the Ministry of Le-
gal Affairs and Public Safety, where
she is a junior minister, is consider-
ing options such as early release
to minimize the risk of an outbreak
of the virus among the prison pop-
ulation.

“People can’t be in prison forev-
er and we are looking at creative
ways to ease the overcrowding at
HMP as we don’t want an outbreak
there,” she stated. One measure will
look at prisoners who are near-
ing their release dates and whose
crimes have been deemed to be of
a type that would allow for early
release.

“Depending on the type of of-
fence, these inmates may be
placed on a type of parole sys-
tem where they are released into
the care of two officers who would
monitor their behaviour as well as
assist them to assimilate back into
the society. They must report regu-
larly to the officers, and if their be-
haviour justifies i, they will remain
free. However, in the event that
they are found to have committed
a crime or any such actions then
they will return to prison to serve
the remainder of their sentence”
she explained.

Meanwhile, Prison Superintendent
Lieutenant Colonel Eugene Phillip
has reported that so far there are
no cases of COVID-19 within the
prisons. “This is because we took
action quite early to eliminate the
threat of persons from the outside
bringing the virus to the prison. No
one was allowed within the prison
under any circumstances and only

those prisoners assigned to the
prison farm were allowed fto leave
the prison,” he remarked.

Families were not allowed fo
bring food for prisoners, only
snacks. However, Col. Phillip stated
that there was one exception; that
is, for those prisoners with special
diets that were not provided by
the prison. “We have six inmates
with this special need and the rules
were relaxed in those cases,” he
added.

Strict rules also applied to pris-
on officers who had to adhere to
strict health proftocols while inside
the prison and who were urged to
practise the same at home. So far,
no prison officer has contracted
the virus.

The superintendent announced
that prison officers will join security
forces and be vaccinated, begin-
ning today.

There are just over two hundred
and fifty inmates at HMP.
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Cabinet continues its
laser focus on COVID-19

Several senior
health officials were
invited fo the Cab-
inet on Thursday as
the nation’s highest
executive authori-
ty confinues its fo-
cus on bringing an
end to the COVID-19
pandemic in Antfigua
and Barbuda.

Among the invitees
were the Chief Medi-
cal Officer, the Prin-
cipal Nursing Offi-
cer, the Chief Health
Inspector, the Minis-
try’s Technology Of-

AUCTION SALE NOTICE

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
A.D. 2021

Instructed by the ANTIGUA AND
BARBUDA DEVELOPMENT BANK
of 27 St Mary’s Streetf, in the City of
Saint John, in the State of Antigua and
Barbuda, | will sell by public auction on
Tuesday 02 March 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
on site, the under mentioned property
owned by Ms. Laura Nicholas of Cedar
Grove, St. John’s, Antigua.

The property is located at Mount
Pleasant, St. John’s, Antigua and consists
of a vacant parcel of land of an area
of approximately 11,835.22 sq. ft. / 0.27
Acre.

The service lines for potable water,
electricity and telephone which are
provided by APUA are accessible to
the property.

The land is registered under the
Registered Land Act, 1975 as follows:-
REGISTRATION SECTION: Hodges
Bay & Thibous

BLOCK: 43 1896A

PARCEL: 643

Parcel No. 643 of Block No. 43 1896A is
bounded by the following:

On the North by: Parcel 560 ;
On the South by: Public Road;
On the East by: Parcel 644 ;
On the West by: Parcel 642

Particulars of the sale can be obtained
from:

Mr. Trevor ‘Teddy’ Santos

Licensed Auctioneer

Office: (268) 562-7653

Cell & WhatsApp: (268) 464-7653
Email: info@go-going-gone.com
Instagram: tts_auction_antigua
Facebook: Auction Antigua

ficer, and three mem-
bers of the Technical
Committee responsi-
ble for communicat-
ing new information
to the public.

“The CMO shared
the plan for vacci-
nating approximate-
ly eighty thousand
adults in thirty-five
days. Five teams,
each consisting of
five staff and nurses,
will be dispatched
to four centers each
day of the week (in-
clusive of Saturday
and Sunday) during
March and the first
week of April 2021,
to inoculate as many
as two hundred and
fifty fto five hun-
dred and fifty peo-
ple each, daily for a
period of thirty-five
days (5 X 500=2,500
X 35=87,500),” sourc-
es close to the de-
liberation stated.”
“The Cabinet will
dedicate two days to
Barbuda in order fo
vaccinate approxi-
mately one thousand

adults living there.
“This approach will
allow the ministry

to achieve herd im-
munity in the state;
that accomplishment
will in turn make An-
tigua and Barbuda
very safe, though
the COVID-19 pro-
tocols will continue
to apply,” the source
revealed.

The 40,000 doses
of the vaccine will

arrive in Antigua
this weekend. An-
other one hundred
thousand vials will
be required within
two months in or-
der to provide the
second inoculation
which will bring one

hundred per cent ef-
ficacy to the popu-
lation of recipients
of the vaccine. The
Serum Institute of
India will likely pro-
vide one hundred
thousand doses as
requested.

According to sourc-
es, other officials
provided the Cabi-
net with their plans
for pre-registering
those members of
the population who
qualify and who vol-
unteer:

a) by way of a call
center which has
been established;
the operators will
take biographical
information, other
details and address-
es from those who
wish to pre-register
(Telephone Num-
bers to pre-register
include: 736 8295,
736 8298, 736 8299,
788 8299).

b) by those per-
sons who utilize the
website and email
address (www.vac-
cineantiguabarbu-
da.com) established
to pre-register,
on account of the
availability of a
computer at home

or at work;

c) by those who
show up at the Vac-
cination Centers
without having been
pre-registered; they
will be required to
share the same bi-
ographical and oth-
er information and
addresses with the
regisftration officers.
During the meet-
ing, the Chief Health
Inspector noted fthat
in the post-vacci-
nation period, the
COVID-19 protocols
will continue to ap-
ply: hand washing,
social distancing,
and the wearing of
masks. The Chief
Health Inspector
also confirmed that
all curfew times re-
main the same and
that, except for cer-
tain essential work-
ers, 6:00 p.m. to 5:00
a.m. remain in ef-
fect until 15th March
2021. In addition,
Bars and places of
enftfertainment re-
main closed. Restau-
rants are take-out
and delivery only.
Moreover, the abili-
ty of firms to decon-
taminate buildings
is to be certified by
the Central Board of
Health working with
the Director of An-
alytics/Dunbars Lab-
oratory. The use of
acceptable chemical

compounds is to be
determined by the
Laboratory.
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U.S. = Cuba normalization could increase
production of COVID-19 vaccines

(The writer is the Ambassa-
dor of Antigua and Barbuda to
the U.S. and the Organization
of American States. He is also
a senior fellow at the Institute
of Commonwealth Studies, Uni-
versity of London and at Massey
College in the University of To-
ronto)

If U.S. President, Joe Biden,
eases the trade embargo
against Cubaqa, one benefit to
developing countries, including
the Caribbean, could be great-
er access to coronavirus vac-
cines at an affordable price.

Cuban scientists have been
working on four vaccine candi-
dates to counter the virus. They
believe that their most success-
ful candidate, Sovereign 2, will
enter a final phase of testing
next month.

Vincent Verez, one of the
leading scientists on the Cuban
team, says that clinical tests, in
two trial phases so far, have
revealed that Sovereign 2 is
“very safe with very few ad-
verse effects”.

The scientific team claims
that producing the coronavirus
vaccine was made more diffi-
cult by the sanctions on Cuba.
They were not able to buy all
the equipment and raw ma-
terials they needed, including
spectrometers used for quali-
ty control. Nonetheless, their
work is continuing. They have
used a 20-year-old spectrome-
ter that is still powerful enough
to analyse the vaccine.

Cuba’s biotech sector is well
developed, making eight vac-
cines (for other diseases) ad-

ministered to children in the
country and exported to more
than 30 countries. A successful
coronavirus vaccine from Cuba
would help to break the global
control of the market by the
big pharmaceutical companies
in the US and Europe.

Cuba’s geographical location
in the Caribbean and its will-
ingness to share a successful
vaccine with the developing
world, would ease the pressure
on CARICOM countries which
face a twin problem in relation
to inoculating their people. The
first is fo access vaccines being
produced by the large pharma-
ceutical companies particularly,
Pfizer and Moderna, and the
second is getting better prices.

CARICOM countries have not
been able to vaccinate more
than one per cent of their peo-
ple despite herculean efforts
by governments to secure vac-
cines. The COVAX facility, es-
tablished by the World Health
Organization, to  negotiate
both supply and price with the
major vaccine suppliers, has
encountered major obstacles
and is yet to deliver any of the
vaccines for which Caribbean
countries have already paid.
A rollout is scheduled to start
soon, but it will be less than 10
per cent of the quantities that
were ordered.

The generosity of the Indian
government in donating 570,000
does of the AstraZeneca vac-
cines to CARICOM countries
has helped them to get the in-
oculation programme started.
But to get to the point of vac-
cinating 80 per cent of their

By Sir Ronald Sanders

populations so as to achieve
herd immunity, requires access
to more vaccines at prices less
than the suppliers are offering.
Given that the world’s rich-
est countries have pre-ordered
and pre-paid for supplies, the
big pharmaceutical companies
are under no pressure to reduce
prices, or ramp up production,
even as global demand is in-
creasing rapidly. Pfizer expects
about $15 billion in revenue this
year from its COVID-19 vaccine
developed with BioNTech.
Further, the governments of
countries, in which the large
producers of vaccines are lo-
cated, have implemented mea-
sures, restricting exports of
COVID-19 vaccines, citing infel-
lectual property rights. Pfizer
and Moderna claim the rights
to vast amounts of intellectu-
al property that will be useful,
if not necessary, for others to
develop vaccines in the future.
Sadly, the governments of the
countries in which Pfizer and
Moderna are located have

cont’d on pg 10



POINT

cont’d from pg 9

also spurned urgings
to facilitate such ex-
ports. Human rights,
including the right to
life and health, have
been disregarded.

For these reasons,
it would be benefi-
cial to the Caribbean
if the most promising
of the four vaccines
that Cuba is develop-
ing could secure World

Health Organization
(WHO)  authorization
after successful test-
ing.

While he was cam-
paigning for the U.S.
Presidency, Joe Biden
pledged to reverse
sanctions placed on
Cuba by former Pres-
ident Donald Trump in

UPDATED
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his efforts to win Flori-
da where a large num-
ber of Cuban exiles
reside.

One of the most un-
founded measures
against Cuba is its list-
ing, in the last days of
Trump’s administration,
as a sponsor of fer-
rorism. The critics of
this listing have rightly
pointed out that it is
unjustified and serves
no purpose other
than to further cripple
the Cuban economy.
More particularly, it will
hamper deals between
Cuba and other coun-
tries. Governments of
Cubad’s closest neigh-
bours, including CAR-
ICOM, have called for

VACCINE REGISTRATION

its reversal.

About 20 churches
and religious orga-
nizations in the U.S.
also sent a letter on
17 February, to Presi-
dent Biden asking that
the decision to include
Cuba on the list of
States sponsoring fer-
rorism to be revoked.

At the same fime,
others, including the
new Chair of the U.S.
Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, Bob
Menendez, contin-
vue to demand harder
and ftougher measures
against Cuba. The
latter represent oppo-
sition, most of whom
want nothing less than
the immediate collapse

commenTary 2R

of the Cuban govern-
ment.

President Biden’s in-
stincts on normaliza-
tion of U.S. relations
with Cuba are ground-
ed in the successful
efforts of the Barack
Obama administra-
tion of which he was
Vice President. Noth-
ing good will come
from pursuing a de-
cades-old failed poli-
cy that no one wants,
except disgruntled Cu-
ban-American exiles -
a few of whom are in
the U.S. Congress.

Responses and pre-
vious commentaries:
www.sirronaldsanders.
com

Ministry of Health,
Wellness & Environment

CALLTHE COVID-19

VACCINE REGISTRATION HOTLINE

TO REGISTER

736 8295

736 8298

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 2AM - 4PM
REGISTER ONLINE: WWW.VACCINEANTIGUABARBUDA.COM

EACH VACCINATED, ALL PROTECTED. #GETTHEFACTS #GETTHEVAX
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By Tony Deyal

Two wrongs don’t make a right
but three left-turns do, even if
you don’t signal your intentions
with your outstretched right hand,
the prescribed and only legal
way in Trinidad and Tobago as
well as Barbados. Officially, “in-
dicators” or exterior signal lights
which are on every vehicle are
not accepted by the Government
as substitutes. From my experi-
ence, the only country in the
Caribbean where people gener-
ally obey driving laws is Barba-
dos and, even there, things have
started heading in the wrong di-
rection. Increasingly, the roads
are getting more like Bushy Park,
the country’s racetrack, than the
sedate and careful highways and
by-ways that | so enjoyed in my
time there, especially when |
drove a Mini-Moke.

Barbadians never considered
the little vehicle without doors,
windows or anything except an
engine and rudimentary steer-
ing, a “car”. They will not take a
ride in one even if rain is falling
“bucket a drop”, a rare enough
phenomenon in that country, un-
less there is cricket at Kensington
Oval. When | arrived in Barba-
dos for an indefinite period as a

ON THE
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ROAD AGAIN

PAHO Consultant, | needed trans-
port and for a thousand dollars
bought myself a “used” Moke.
The insurance cost fiffeen-hun-
dred dollars so | joked to Trin-
idadian Gerry Hadeed, whose
company Beacon owns the in-
surance company, “You want me
to sell the car to pay for the
insurance?” My greatest fear in
driving a car way ahead of its
time was also its greatest attri-
bute. It had a doorless entry in-
stead of a mere keyless one. The
dogs on the street where | lived,
huge, aggressive creatures that
were literally a “cross” breed, had
the same ambition that Sparrow’s
Congo Man had towards “white
meat”. They wanted to “eat me
raw”. My predicament was noft
just getting badly bitten but ex-
plaining the circumstances to the
hospital, police and insurance
company. “A dog jump in my car
and bite me.” Finally, when you
tell them your car is a Moke, the
response would automatically be,
“I thought you said a car? A Moke
is not a car”

One thing | knew for cer-
tain is that in Trinidad or Jamai-
ca me and my Moke would not
have lasted even two days on
the roads, or remain unmolested
with the spare and battery intact
while parked outside the house
or at the airport for long periods.
Nobody ever tried to bounce me
down or run me off the road for
sport as the drivers in these two
countries do to people on mo-
tor bikes or with small vehicles.
At no time did anyone rip off my
watch, snatch my chain, grab my
cell phone or jump into my car,
kick me out and drive away with
it. In Jamaica, my friend stopped
momentarily at a fraffic light, the
window glass on the driver’s side

half-up and had her wafch torn
off in a split second. In Guyana
it happened to my wife’s moth-
er and a gold chain she wore.
It is why, in addition fo the cli-
mate-change heat that demands
air-conditioning, most Caribbean
people consider it foolhardy to
leave windows down.

Yet, if you have to take a driv-
ing test in Trinidad and Toba-
go or Barbados in 2021 the law
is the same as it was when my
Grandfather bought a Ford car in
1947. You have to use hand-sig-
nals when you're turning other-
wise you would fail- unless you
have the wherewithal to pay for
the pleasure or privilege of driv-
ing. It is not unusual in the
entire Caribbean to see recent-
ly arrived immigrants, especially
people of Chinese descent, driv-
ing legally. Most of them can-
not speak or read English even
though the process for acquiring
the licence includes a written test
in the English language. But that,
as serious as it is, takes second
or even third place to two other
issues. The first is that looking at
the very sparing use of indicators
in the Caribbean, even though
every car comes with a set, you
would believe that if you want fo
actually use them you have to
pay exfra. | almost didnt write
this because finance ministers in
the region are now desperate
and they will clutch at a clutch,
far less an indicator, in a flash.
Secondly, it does not make sense
to enforce the law and demand
people use hand-signals, but it
makes even less sense to keep
the law on the books and not
change it. The use of indicators
should be mandatory. The prob-
lem is deeper than making and not
enforcing laws or keeping the co-

cont’d on pg 12
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lonial rules in place. You
cannot change anything
in a country like Trinidad
if, when you go to fthe
licensing office, there
is a “medical practice”
across the street with no
doctor present and for
a hundred dollars some-
one gives you a certfif-
icate verifying that you
are in good health. In
addition, your driving in-
structor can arrange for
you to get a licence if
you pay a licensing of-
ficer through him and
your nose.

There are many things
| don’t understand about
Caribbean people and
their vehicles. One that
irks me is when I'm driv-
ing behind someone with
a huge SUV or pick-
up fruck and the vehi-
cle, despite huge twen-
ty-inch wheels, comes to
less than a snail’'s pace
to go over a very low
hump or a finy crack in
the road. Another hum-

PRIME MINISTER
HON. GASTON BROWNE
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bug is people with new
cars who drive in the
centre of the road be-
cause fthey don’t want
their tires or undercar-
riage fto get dirty. In
Trinidad, there are peo-
ple who drive very slow-
ly towards the ftraffic
light and, as it turns yel-
low, accelerate like jet
planes and don’t always
make it before the red
but continue regardless.
Then comes the event
for which, | believe, Trin-
is hold all the global
records. They are slow-
est off a fraffic light. |
can understand that it
is necessary af times fo
avoid the people who
are breaking the red
also destroying you and
your car. But this really
is not what keeps peo-
ple from moving off. De-
spite the law against the
use of cell-phones, it is
the major cause of the
delay. It is like the sfto-
ry of the man who was

driving his car when
the police stopped him,
knocked on his window
and the man responded,
“One minute. I'm on the
phone.” In the Caribbe-
an generally the police
don’t have time for that
- they’re too busy not
attending court.

What are jokes in oth-
er counfries might not
be jokes here in the
Caribbean. My friend
Selwyn snores so loud-
ly that it scares every-
one in the car he’s driv-
ing. There are few of us
who have not travelled
in a car with the driver
drunk, falling- or fast-
asleep. “l want to die
peacefully in my sleep,
like my grandfather. Not
screaming and vyelling
like the passengers in
his car.” Ditto. My wife
had her driver’s test the
other day. She got eight
out of ten. The other two
guys jumped. The same
thing could be said by

commentary [N

a spouse about any Ca-
ribbean husband. Two
that are different now
from the good old days
are, “Who earns a living
driving their customers
away? A taxi driver!” In
Trinidad, where people
with “private” cars are
allowed equivalent rights
as licenced ftaxis, this is
now a frequent occur-
rence where the passen-
gers, especially female,
are lucky to refurn or
remain alive. Too many
are driven away and
are never seen again.
In fact, when the driver
starts to go the unasked
extra mile - jump out of
the car and run as fast
as you can, screaming
for help.

*Tony Deyal was last
seen  whispering  the
joke about the man who
boasted, “This Christmas
| got a brand-new Benz
for my wife. It was the
best trade | ever had!”

BROWNEAND BROWNE
SATURDAYS

SENATOR
COLIN BROWNE
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Local music producer
presents “softer side of

v

Antiguan music producer Andrew Dorsette

If you listen to any of the
five songs released so far
in what is called ‘Project
Romance,” you are guar-
anteed to feel some sort
of emotion.

And that is not just be-
cause of the soothing
voices of the soca artistes
on the fracks but also be-
cause of the riddim which
is meant to depict a “softer
side of soca.”

Antiguan music produc-
er Andrew Dorsette is the
man behind the music.

The forty-eight-year-old
said the riddim took him
only about fiffeen minutes
to create.

“While creating some
beats, | came across this
one, and about fifteen min-
utes in, Bang!!! | realized |
was in the zone. This rid-
dim was instantly a unique
ong,” he revealed.

Then in no time, the tal-
enfed musician sent the
masterpiece to a few art-
ists who instantly fell in
love.

Thus, Project Romance
was birthed as a compila-
tion of love songs on one
unique riddim, featuring
top artistes from all over
the world.

Project Romance now
consists of a song called
‘Ahead of This’ by Timeka
Marshall and Drew Thoven,
‘Amazing’ by Arlen Seaton
and Jenny Meding, ‘Kiss’ by
Anfiguan artiste Young Lyr-
ics, ‘In my Feelings” by An-
tiguan Janine with Wildfire
and Anfigua’s 2019 Junior

soca” with new riddim

Soca King Island Prince
singing ‘Come Close.”

Dorsefte, the brainchild
of this project, got his roots
in music when he started
playing in church and then
took piano lessons at the
age of nine.

After finishing high school
in Anfigug, he went off fo
Berklee College of Music,
an endeavour that he said
was always “a big dream.”

He graduated with a de-
gree in jazz composition
in 1995 and since then,
Dorsette has travelled the
world playing keyboards
for intfernational arfists.

The musician then re-
turned home in 2013 and
began working with fop lo-
cal artistes.

Project Romance is just
taking off and a few more
songs are still on the dock-
et.



St. Kitts-Nevis rolls

The vaccination pro-
gramme for COVID-19 is
set to begin today at the
Newtown Health Centre
where the first doses will
be given to people here
in St. Kitts and Neuvis.

Minister  of Health,
Akilah Byron-Nisbett, in
an address on Sunday
noted that the vaccine

rolls out with a launch
this afternoon.

“To inifiate our vac-
cination rollout and

awareness of the cam-
paign, the general public
should kindly note that
at 1:00 p.m., on Monday
22nd February, the Min-
istry of Health will launch
the national roll-out of
its AstraZeneca-Oxford
vaccine at the Newtown
Health Centre, Ponds
Pasture St. Kitts.”

Last week Prime Min-
ister Dr. Timothy Harris
said his Cabinet col-
leagues would lead on
the matter and will be
the first to take the vac-
cine.
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Minister of Health Akilah Byron-Nisbett

Byron-Nisbett said the
Federation continues to
be proactive in its efforts
to manage COVID-19 as
the pandemic wreaks
devastating returns on
communities globally.

She said the vaccines
are ready to be rolled
out.

“The fact that they
are safe and efficacious
vaccines is indeed in-
dicative of one of the
greatest public health
achievements in human
history. The vaccine plan
will be rolled out un-
der the auspices of the
National Immunization
Committee of the Minis-
try of Health who relied
on the well-established
vaccine programme with
its best practice mea-
sures with relevant input
from regional and inter-
national partners such
as PAHO and WHO and
the strategic advisory
group of experfts on im-
munization.”

The health minister said

the plan will be executed
utilizing a three-phased
approach with the main
goals being to mitigate
against death and se-
rious disease, promote
maximum functioning of
society and reduce the
burden of COVID-19 on
vulnerable persons

“The overall aim of our
country’s plan is to ulti-
mately access adequate
amounts of COVID-19
vaccines to consequent-
ly vaccinate seventy per
cent of our population
to achieve appropriate
herd immunity threshold.”

Addressing the vaccine
plan, Byron-Nisbett said
it would be adminis-
tered to people eighteen
to eighty years of age
while people over eighty
will be required fo be
evaluated by their phy-
sicians before receiving
the vaccine

“Administration will be
based on an appoint-
ment system and those
interested in being vac-

rRecioNAL NEws 2300

out vaccination programme

cinated may call fthe
health hotline 311 or
visit the nearest health
centre to make an ap-
pointment. Once the first
dose of the vaccine is
given persons will be
issued with a COVID-19
vaccination card and an
appointment to return in
ten weeks for the sec-
ond dose.”

She said phase one will
be rolled out in Basse-
terre, Sandy Point and
Tabernacle health cen-
tres in St. Kitts. In Nevis
Charlestown, Gingerland
and Combermere health
centres.

Byron-Nisbett said
during the subsequent
phases all eleven health
centres in St. Kitts and
six in Nevis will be uti-
lized.

She said during the
launch persons repre-
senfing a cross-section
of stage one, including
members of Parliament,
will be inoculated with
the vaccine.
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T&T to get COVAX rollout info within days

By Anna-Lisa Paul

(Trinidad Guardian):
Trinidad and Tobago will
know within the next fwo
days just when and how
much COVID-19 vaccines it
will receive via the COVAX

facility.

According to Chief Med-
ical Officer, Dr Roshan
Parasram - the number

of two-dose AstraZeneca
vaccines will vary between
one hundred and eight
thousand and one hundred
and sevenfeen thousand.

The World Health Orgo-
nization (WHO) is set to
publish its global rollout
plan soon, which will give
Trinidad and Tobago a
better indication of when
the vaccines will be avail-
able.

“Final information on the
first round allocations, cov-
ering the majority of Facili-
ty participants, is expected
to be communicated in the

coming days,” the WHO
assured in a news release
issued Wednesday.

Speaking during the
Ministry of Health’s brief-
ing vyesterday, Parasram
said the number they are
expecting represented a
“portion of the first twenty
per cent” which is sched-
uled to be delivered during
2021.

Trinidad and Tobago has
put in an order through
the COVAX facility, for nine
hundred and ftwenty-three
thousand, three hundred
and forty doses, which is
to be delivered in tranches.

Last month, the govern-
ment said it was expect-
ing the first set of doses
in March, estimated to be
around one hundred thou-

sand.
The COVAX  delivery
dates, however, will only

be known when the roll-
out plan is announced and
is dependent on country

readiness.

The WHO statement said:
“In order for doses to be
delivered to Facility partic-
ipants via this first alloca-
tion round, several critical
pieces must be in place,
including confirmation of
national regulatory autho-
rization criteria related to
the vaccines delivered, in-
demnification agreements,
nafional vaccination plans
from AMC participants, as
well as other logistical fac-
tors such as export and
import licences.”

It added: “As participants
fulfil the above criteria and
finalize readiness prepa-
rations, COVAX will issue
purchase orders fo the
manufacturer and ship and
deliver doses via an iter-
afive process. This means
deliveries for this first round
of allocation will take place
on a rolling basis and in
tranches.”

Parasram has said that a

similar-type agreement with
the African Medical Coun-
cil will see Trinidoad and
Tobago receiving a further
two hundred and twen-
ty-six thousand COVID-19
vaccines as they become
available.

Difficulty getting vaccines
from India

Minister of Foreign and
CARICOM Affairs, Dr
Amery Browne, elaborated
on Trinidad and Tobago’s
efforts to acquire COVID-19
vaccines over the past six
months and the difficulties
faced in gefting vaccines
from India.

He pointed out that
COVID-19 vaccines are not
being manufactured by
countries or states or gov-
ernments but instead by
private sector companies.

He told the media that
discussions had been tak-
ing place directly with
some of these suppliers.
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The old Forum Hotel in Portmore to serve as model for future buildings

The densely pop-
ulated municipality
of Portmore should

transition to high-rise
living as one of the
fastest-growing re-
gions in Jamaica.
That is one of the
proposals that is be-
ing mulled by a joint
select committee ex-
amining the pros-
pects of Portmore
being designated fthe
island’s 15th parish.

Peter Knight, chief
executive officer of
the Natfional Envi-
ronment and Plan-

ning Agency (NEPA),
said during his pre-
sentation on Wednes-
day that two- and
three-storey buildings
may have to become
a standard model.

“To accommodate
this rate of growth,
given the limited land

that is available,
there will be need for
development to be
more intensive and
smart, so we can’t just
build a one house on
the flat,” said Knight.

Frances Blair, se-
nior manager in NE-
PA’s  Planning Sub-
division, said fthat it
was proposed that
existing unplanned
settlements in ar-
eas such as Gregory
Park, Newlands, Nag-
go Head, and Old
Braeton be redevel-
oped at higher den-
sities for housing and
commerce.

Similar recommen-
dations were made in
a provisional devel-
opment order for the
municipality, which
was produced in 2018.
It was produced af-
ter consultations with

several government
regulatory agencies
and residents.

The order has not
yet been confirmed
by Prime Minister An-
drew Holness.

“The Portmore Pro-
visional Order rec-
ommends fthat resi-
dential density and
height be increased
to between one hun-
dred and twenty-five
and two hundred and
fifty habitable rooms
per hectare and
height of between
four and six floors,”
said Blair.

The municipality has
a population of one
hundred and eighty-
five thousand.

Portmore has only
seventeen thousand,
eight hundred and

sixty-six hectares of
land, with more than

seventy-six per cent
government owned
while approximately
twenty-three per cent
is private property.
The Urban Develop-
ment Corporation is
the largest landown-
er overall.

Portmore is sitfuated
within a flight path,
which means that the
Jamaica Civil Aviation
Authority will need to
be consulted fto de-
termine just how high
buildings can go.

Recommendations
were also made for
an additional twelve
primary schools, eight
secondary schools,
and a fertiary institu-
tion to be built. There
was also a proposal
for the establishment
of a Type A hospital,
an additional seven
Type Three health fa-
cilities, one more fire
station, an infirma-
ry, and a courthouse,

among other social
services.
Knight said Port-

more provides sever-
al opportunities, but
there are also several
weaknesses, including
the failure to execute
plans. The parish is
also vulnerable to
natural disasters, has
very little farmland,
and has inadequate
physical and social
infrastructure.

An estimated sev-
enty per cent of the
total land area is en-
vironmentally sensi-
tive, comprising pro-
tected, conservation,
wetlands, woodland,
and forested areas.



REGIONAL NEWS

FRIDAY, 26 FEBRUARY, 2021

POINT

ECCB to implement action for recovery,
resilience and transformation of ECCU

(Dominica News Online):
Governor of the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank
(ECCB), Timothy Antoine,
says the instfitution has re-
ceived approval to imple-
ment a programme of ac-
tion for recovery, resilience
and transformation of the
ECCU.

He said the move is a
regional response to the
CQOVID-19 pandemic and
confains  several themes
that are all aligned with
a strategic plan that the
ECCB plans fo launch in
June 2021.

Anfoine, who was recent-
ly reappointed fo his posi-
tion by the ECCB Monetary
Council, said during a vir-
tual thanksgiving ceremo-
ny earlier this month which
marked the start of his sec-
ond five-year term, that he
fully re-dedicates and re-
commits himself to the fask

Ministry of Health

at hand and to the cause
of building the region.

“We are going fo be
elaborating a strategic plan
2021-2026,” he said. “At
the moment, the strategic
themes we have identified
are, digital transformation,
environmental, social, and
corporate governance, fi-
nancial  stability,  organi-
zational effectiveness and
development, and payment
systems improvement and
financial inclusion.”

Antoine highlighted some
areas which he says are
the immediate areas of fo-
cus for the ECCB in 202I
and moving forward.

These include  digital
transformation, which he
said will be the key area
of focus, and boosting food
and nutrition security.

Antoine, who is a Gre-
nadian nafional, was first
appointed in January 2016

Wellness & Environment

to succeed Sir K Dwight
Venner who retired on 30th
November, 2015.

He is the holder of a BSc
degree in Economics with
Management from the Uni-
versity of the West Indies
and a MSc in Social Policy
and Planning from the Lon-
don School of Economics.

Anfoine’s appointment
followed a process that
included identification of
suitable candidates by a
Search Committee led by
Sir Errol Allen, interviewing
of these candidates and
the submission of recom-
mendations of the Search
Committee, to the Mone-
tary Council.

The Monetary Council,
the highest decision making
body of the ECCB, inter-
viewed the two top ranked
candidates before making
its decision.

Antoine brings to his new

FAQ Media

Infographics

position, senior managerial
experience, having served
as Grenada’s Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of
Finance for fourteen (14)
years. He also has signifi-
cant regulatory experience
as a member of the ECCB
Board for twelve years and
as Chairman of the Grena-
da Authority for the Regulo-
tion of Financial Institutions
for seven years. Anfoine is
also the Chairman of the
Technical Core Committee
on Insurance for the ECCU.

He served as director on
several regional boards, in-
cluding the Caribbean De-
velopment Bank and the
Caribbean Catastrophe
Risk Insurance Facility. He
also served as Advisor to
the Executive Director for
Canadaq, Ireland and the
Caribbean at the World
Bank Group from 2005-
2007.

Click here to Register

#GetTheFacts #GetTheVax

The COVAX Facility has informed the Ministry of Health, Wellness and the Environment that the country can expect to receive doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine, in the
near future and is seen as suitable for rollout around the world. The WHO says the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine should be used in countries even where variants of the
virus are present - as well as in all adults over 18. The Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine protects against severe illness, hospitalizations and death. Getting the COVID-19
vaccine is not compulsory, but you are encouraged to do so when it is your turn. Experts say that making the vaccine mandatory wouldn't help create public confidence.
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Vaccines Save Lives:



WASHINGTON (Reu-
ters): US. President Joe
Biden should talk “very
soon” with  Saudi King
Salman, White  House
spokeswoman Jen Psaki
said on Thursday, ahead
of the expected release
of a US. intelligence re-
port on the 2018 murder
of Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi.

A person familiar with
the issue told Reuters that
the report’s release was
awaiting the call. The re-
lease also was delayed
as Salman’s son and the
de facto ruler of the
Kingdom, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
underwent surgery earlier
this week, the person said.

“The contact with the
Saudis is very import-
ant,” said the person, who
spoke on condition of an-

onymity.

It was yet not clear if
the call would take place
later on Thursday, possibly
leading to the report’s re-
lease on Friday.

The report is a declas-
sified version of a top-se-
cret US. intelligence as-
sessment  that  sources
say singles out the crown
prince, known in the West
as MbS, for approving the
2nd October 2018, murder
of Khashoggi in the King-
dom’s consulate in Istan-
bul.

Khashoggi, who wrote
Washington  Post  col-
umns critical of the crown
prince’s policies, had been
a U.S. resident.

The release of the de-
classified report on his
death - mandated by a
2019 defence bill - is part
of Biden’s recalibration of

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Biden call with Saudi king expected
‘very soon’ White House

U.S.-Saudi relations in part
over Khashoggi’s murder.

But Biden has made
clear that he wants to
maintain strong fies with
one of Washington’s clos-
est Arab allies.

“Our administration is
focused on recalibrating
the relationship,”  Psaki
told a White House brief-
ing. “And certainly there
are areas where we will
express concerns and
leave open the option of
accountability.”

“There are also areas
where we will continue
to work with Saudi Ara-
bia given the threats they
face in the region,” she
added in an apparent
reference to Saudi Ara-
bia’s main rival, lran.

“There are a range of
actions that are on the
table” regarding Saudi

says

Arabig,” Psaki said, add-
ing that the next step was
for Biden to speak to Sal-
man “very soon.”

Khashoggi was lured to
the Saudi mission. There,
he was killed by an MbS-
linked team of Saudi op-
eratives, who dismem-
bered his body. It has
never been found.

Saudi  Arabia  called
Khashoggi's death @
“rogue” extradition op-
eration gone awry, but
denied the crown prince
was involved.

Five people were con-
victed of the murder and
given the death penalty in
a 2019 trial, but their sen-
tences were commuted to
twenty years in jail affter
Khashoggi’s family for-
gave them. Three ofhers
received sentences total-
ing twenty-four years.

Coronavirus can affect anyone.
For elderly persons suffering
from a nhon-communicable
disease, e.g. diabetes,
COVID-19 can be very
serious or even fatal.

#GetTheFacts

#GetTheVax
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COvID-19

EACH VACCINATED, ALL PROTECTED.




I INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Coronavirus: EU urged to adopt joint
‘vaccine certificates’

(BBC): Greece and
Austria are urging oth-
er EU states to adopt
a common COVID vac-
cination certificate,
which could help revive
Europe’s stricken tourist

industry this summer.
In a virtual meet-
ing EU leaders are

also discussing how to
speed up vaccinations.
The EU’s slow vaccine
rollout has been widely
criticized. Greece and
Israel already have
digital vaccination cer-
tificates.

But France and Ger-
many are wary, as the
data on infectiousness
is incomplete.

There are also con-
cerns that enabling a
vaccinated minority
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Greece giving vaccinated citizens digital certificates

to enjoy foreign ftrav-
el while others contin-
ue to face restrictions
would be seen by many
as discriminatory.

A further complica-
tion is the rapid spread
of more contagious

COVID variants - fthe
English, South African
and Brazilian forms.
So it is more likely that
people will need boost-
er jabs to remain pro-
tected.

Greek Deputy Prime
Minister Akis Skerfsos
told the BBC that a«
common digital certifi-
cate “is not discrimina-
tory at all.” He argued
that non-vaccinated
tourists could also visif
Greece this summer, but
the procedure for them

would be slower - they
would have fo be test-
ed and might have to
self-isolate on arrival.
Greece and Cyprus
have agreed to admit
COVID-negative Israe-
li tourists this summer
- those who can prove

their status with the
Israeli “green” digital
certificate.

Greek Tourism Minister
Harry Theocharis said
a similar deal could be
reached with fthe UK.
However, the UK gov-
ernment has not vyet
approved any vaccina-
tion certificate, nor has
it given the go-ahead
for foreign holidays.
Greek fourism slumped
disastrously last vyear
because of the pan-

POINTE-PRESS

demic. Its revenues fell
to €4bn (£3.5bn; $5bn),
from €18bn in 2019, Re-
uters news agency re-
ports. Tourism makes
up about a fifth of the
Greek economy, em-
ploying one in five work-
ers. Ausfrian Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz tweeted
that “we’re advocating

a digital Green Pass,
like Israel’s.”
“That should allow

you to prove, on your
mobile phone, that
you’ve been tested, in-
oculated or have re-
covered [from COVID].
Our goal: to avoid a
lengthy lockdown and
finally enable freedom
to travel again in the
EU, and freedom to en-
joy events and cuisine.”
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Myanmar coup: Violence flares as
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Some men seen hurling objects during confrontation between rival protesters in Yangon

Supporters  of Myan-
mar’s military have tussled
with anfi-coup profest-
ers, as turmoil over the
ousting of the country’s
elected government spills
onto the streets. Myanmar
has been jolted by unrest
since the military seized
power in a coup on lst

February.
Since then, mass pro-
tests have been seen

across the country, with
many calling for a re-
turn to democracy. More
anti-coup protests took
place in the main city of
Yangon on Thursday. But
before coup opponents
had a chance to gather in
large numbers, about one
thousand supporters of
the military turned up for
a rally in the city centre.
By Thursday afternoon,

the rally had descended
info violence, as scuffles
between  military  sup-
porters and opponents in
parts of the city escalat-
ed. Some of the military
supporters involved in the
violence were armed with
knives, clubs, pipes and
catapults used fto hurl
rocks, witnesses said. In
one incident, several men,
one wielding a large knife,
attacked a man outside a
city-centre hotel, accord-
ing to Reuters news agen-
cy. It said the man’s con-
ditfion was not known.

At least three protesters
and one policeman have
been killed in violence af
rallies against the coup.
The coup saw military
leaders overthrow the
elected government of
civilian leader Aung San

Suu Kyi.

She has been placed
under house arrest and
charged with possessing
illegal walkie-talkies and
violating the country’s
Natural Disaster Law. The
military justified its sei-
zure of power by alleging
widespread fraud in No-
vember elections, which
Ms. Suu Kyi's party had
won  convincingly.  Pro-
testers are demanding an
end fto the military’s rule
and want Ms. Suu Kyi re-
leased, along with senior
members of her National

League for Democracy
(NLD) party.
The coup has been

widely condemned out-
side Myanmar, prompt-
ing sanctions against the
military and other puni-
tive moves. In the latest

rebuke, social media gi-
ant  Facebook banned
Myanmar’s military and
its affiliates from its plat-
forms on Thursday, citing
deadly violence against
protesters. The company
said it acted after decid-
ing “the risks of allowing
the Tatmadaw [Myanmar
military] on Facebook and
Instagram are too great”
Since the military seized
power, it has arrested
protesters, ordered intfer-
net blackouts and also
banned social media plat-
forms - including Face-
book. Protests against the
coup have confinued de-
spite a thinly veiled threat
earlier this week by a mil-
itary-linked  broadcaster,
which suggested it would
use lethal force against
demonstrators.
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Medical oxygen scarce in Africa,

E

|

DAKAR, Senegal (AP):
A crisis over the supply
of medical oxygen for
coronavirus patients has
struck nations in Africa
and Latin America, where
warnings went unheeded
at the start of the pan-
demic and doctors say
the shortage has led to
unnecessary deaths.

It taokes about twelve
weeks to install a hos-
pital oxygen plant and
even less time to convert
industrial oxygen manu-
facturing systems into a
medical-grade  network.
But in Brazil and Nigeriq,
as well as in less-popu-
lous nations, decisions to
fully address inadequate
supplies only started be-
ing made last month, af-
ter hospitals were over-
whelmed and patients

<

In El Salvador a man carries his empty tank to be filled

started to die.

The gap in medical oxy-
gen availability “is one of
the defining health equity
issues, | think, of our age,”
said Peter Piotf, director
of the London School of
Hygiene & Tropical Med-
icine, who said he sur-
vived a severe coronavi-
rus infection thanks fo the
oxygen he received.

Doctors in Nigeria anx-
iously monitor fraffic as
oxygen deliveries move
through the gridlocked
streets of Lagos. Desper-
ate families of patients
around the world some-
times turn to the black
market. Governments take
action only after hospitals
are overwhelmed and the
infected die by the doz-
ens.

In  Brazil's Amazonas

state, a pair of swindlers
were caught reselling fire
extinguishers painted to
look like medical oxy-
gen tanks. In Peru, peo-
ple camped out in lines
to gef cylinders for sick
relatives.

Only after the lack of
oxygen was blamed for
the deaths of four people
at an Egyptian hospital in
January and six people
at one in Pakistan in De-
cember did governments
address the problems.

John Nkengasong, direc-
tor of the Africa Centers
for Disease Confrol and
Prevention, said medical
oxygen is a “huge critical
need” across the conti-
nent of 1.3 billion people
and is a main reason that
COVID-19 patients are
more likely to die there

Latin America amid virus

during surges.

Even before the pan-
demic, sub-Saharan Af-
rica’s two thousand, six
hundred oxygen con-
cenfrators and sixty-nine
functioning oxygen plants
met less than half the
need, leading to prevent-
able deaths, especially
from pneumonia, said Dr.
John Adabie Appiah of
the World Health Organi-
zation.

The number of con-
centrators  has  grown
to about six thousand,
mostly from infernational
donations, but the oxy-
gen produced isn't pure
enough for the critically
ill. The number of plants
that can generate higher
concentrations is now at
one hundred and nine-
teen.
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QUICK CROSSWORD

Across

1 Part of a shoe (6)

4 Confidence trickster — doctor (5)

7 Social setting (6)

8 Maximum (6)

9 Skin infection (4)

10 Civil partnership (8)

12 Device mixing air and fuel (11)

17 Tennis stroke (4,4)

19 Evaluate some person or thing (4)

20 Culmination (6)

21 Palm leaf fibres used to make baskets, mats etc (6)
22 Handsome (5)

23 Ukrainian port city on the Black Sea (6)

10 11

21
23

DAILY COMICS [SUDOKU|

Down
1 Incredibly stupid (7)
2 Slide (7)

3 Braggart (9)
4
5

Scheduled host for the 2022 men's Football World Cup (5)
Fruit with green flesh and leathery skin (7)

6 Baby mog (6)

11 Went in again (2-7)

20 13 Displaying love (7)
14 Price lists (7)
15 Greek resin-flavoured wine (7)
16 Proof of who one is (2,4)
18 Squalid (5)
22

Dilbert
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IF T TOE THE PEReECT 9- :m’r‘: tt:elz::gso that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the
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LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST
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81 %
74 oLo

Sunrise
6:28 AM

82 %i
74 oLo

DAY

Sun and some clouds with a shower in spots
NIGHT

Patchy clouds with a passing shower or two

Sunset Moonrise  Moonset
6:13 PM 5:47 PM 6:47 AM

DAY

Partly sunny with spotty showers

NIGHT

Patchy clouds with a shower in spots late

Sunrise
6:27 AM

Sunset Moonrise  Moonset
6:13 PM 6:46 PM

7:31 AM

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

C‘Y’) ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

This is an excellent day to express
your natural creativity, Aries. The arts
will likely be very important to you.
You may find that nothing brings you
more pleasure on days like this.

@ TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

If youre feeling tired, Taurus, you may
need to lie back, close your eyes, and
listen to some soothing music. You
work hard most of the time, so it can
do your body and mind good to just
relax and listen to your favorite music.

@ GEMINI | May 2-June 20

Today may bring up strong feelings,
Gemini. This may not be new, as you
have a tendency to feel things deeply.
But it may be a bit tough to find a
way to express this. Why not visit a
bookstore?

CANCER | June 21-July 22

Consider that artistic expression can
happen in many ways. It isnt always
about drawing a picture, singing a
song, playing music, or acting. The
way that you arrange your home or
workspace is an artistic expression.

LEO | July 23-Aug. 22

You may find that today brings great
physical strength and energy to you.
Given this, you may really want to
do some tough, challenging physical
work. This is certainly the day for it, so
why not go for it?

@ VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

It's prime time to get busy. Activities
that require focus or creativity will be
supported. Physical strength and en-
ergy will encourage you to do some-
thing active. Consider artistic projects
that take strength.

@ LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

Your active side may show through
today, Libra. While you can be ex-
tremely focused on brainwork, you
also love to keep active and do phys-
ical work. This is a good day fo get a
lot accomplished.

(M) scorpio oct. | 23-Nov. 21

If you've been feeling fired or sick latfely,
this will probably turn around for you,
Scorpio. You may offen experience
moodiness, and this can be a real drain.
Your emotional state can affect how
your body feels.

@ SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

You will probably be very busy today,
Sagittarius, which may suit you just fine.
This can work in your favor if you have
some work fo catch up on. Being ac-
five and getting things done will be
natural for you.

@ CAPRICORN | Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Today, Capricorn, your ability to stand
up for your decisions and not let others
sway you may be enhanced. This will
be especially true if you've arrived at a
resolution that solves a problem. Others
may often try to change your decisions.

() AQUARIUS | Jon. 20-Feb. 18

You may feel a real need to get mov-
ing today, Aquarius. Almost everyone
prefers quiet activities, books, art, and
even just sitting around to physical
activity at times. But your health can
suffer if you aren’t active.

@ PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

Today, Pisces, you will probably have
a ton of energy at your disposal for
getting info all kinds of activities. Finish
any work that still needs to be com-
pleted. Do some cleaning and orga-
nizing or see about getting out.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF

HEADQUARTERS AND REGISTRATION UNITS

The Antigua and Barbuda Electoral Commission (ABEC) wishes
to advise the general public that a relative of a member of staff at
ABEC'’s Headquarters has tested positive for COVID-19. The staff
member and other family members, have all tested negative and
have not been in contact with the afflicted relative. However, out
of an abundance of caution, the office’s Headquarters on Queen
Elizabeth Highway and all Registration Units will be closed for
one-week, effective Monday,22nd February to Friday, 26th Febru-
ary 2021. We encourage the general public to continue to adhere
to all established COVID-19 protocols in minimizing the spread of
the disease.

CHSS DARE TO D.E.A.R. BOOK DRIVE 2020

Clare Hall Secondary School is inviting past Clarehalites, enter-
tainers, radio personalities and the general public to participate
in its DARE to D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read) Book Drive
2020. Send us a video recording about your favourite book and
donate a copy or multiple copies of that book to our school library.
Give us a call at 462-3487 or mail us at admin@chss.edu.ag.
The book drive culminates in December 2020. We DARE you to
D.E.A.R with us and help us promote literacy amongst our stu-
dents.

Molly and Sasha are canine senior citizens. They both have
been spayed and are just over 10 years old. They have been
well loved and well cared for but their owner passed away
recently and we are trying to find a new forever home for
them. If you can open up your heart to these two, please
contact us at 461-4957.

The Antigua & Barbuda Humane
Tel: (268) 461-4957
Email: antiguaanimals@gmail.com

Website: www.antiguaanimals.com
Facebook: Antigua & Barbuda Humane Society

Tell us what’s happening in your community.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag




s Way of Life!

SUZUKI

ANTIGUA'S #1 MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERSHIP

www.hadeedmotors.com

Unleck yeur

N

UNLOCK YOUR FUNSIDE WITH A NEW 2020 SUZUKI D-ZIRE.
CHOSE YOUR COLOUR, YOUR STYLE, YOUR WAY OF LIFE.

starting at INCLUDES

* Free Licensing-and Insurance
* Registratioh and Plates
, e Gas And Service

*On The Spot Financing Available
>>> UPGRADED FEATURES

* Power Windows * Reverse Camera * Touch Screen *  Automatic Headlamps
* Bluetooth * Parking Sensors * Automatic AC

locafed on confact us follow us on
Old Parham Road  Tel: (268) 4812500 () Facebook & (@) Instagram

HADEED MOTORS LTD.
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CWI sign a

Cricket West Indies on
Wednesday confirmed its
third new multi-year broad-
cast right agreement, with
SuperSport  securing the
rights to West Indies crick-
et in sub-Saharan Africa
until the end of 2024.

The four-year agreement
will see SuperSport fea-
ture exclusive coverage of
all West Indies internation-
al home matches and re-
gional tournaments played
in the Caribbean on ifs
television and digital plat-
forms.

As part of the agreement,
West Indies cricket will now
be seen in over fifty-four
African countries and is-
lands, including Zimbabwe,
Nigeria and Kenya. Su-

multi-year deal with SuperSport
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perSport’s coverage starts
with the recently confirmed
West Indies versus Sri Lan-
ka series, which commenc-
es on Wednesday, 3rd

March with three CG In-
surance T20 International
matches.

The agreement also in-
cludes the rescheduled

visit by South Africa fo the
Caribbean in June 202],
a tour that had to be re-
scheduled from July 2020
due to COVID-19.

England crumble to ten-wicket
defeat inside two days

England succumbed
to a ten-wicket de-
feat inside ftwo days
in the third day-night
Test against Indiq,
as seventeen wickets
fell for 176 runs on
an extraordinary sec-
ond day’s play in the
third Test.

England were bowled

out for 81 in their
second innings on
a freacherous turn-
ing frack, and fthat
was after some ear-
lier heroics from

Joe Roof—claiming a
maiden Test five-wick-
et—which saw India
collapse to 145 all
out in the morning.

It left the home side

a slender target of
49 to chase, never
enough runs for En-
gland to play with.
Defeat now knocks
them out of conten-
tion in the ICC World
Test Championship,
while they ftrail 2-1
in the series heading
info the final match
back at the Narendra
Modi Stadium next
Thursday.

Scores in the match:
England 112 (Crawley
53, Axar 6-38) and
81(Axar 5-32, Ashwin
4L-48).

India 145 (Rohit 66,
Root 5-8, Leach 4-54
and 49-0.




Golf legend Tiger Woods

Tiger Woods un-
derwent emergency
orthopedic surgery
Tuesday after a sin-
gle-car, rollover acci-
dent in southern Cal-
ifornia.

As of Tuesday night,
he was awake, re-
sponsive and recov-
ering in a hospital
room, his team post-
ed in a statement on
the star golfer’s Twit-
ter account. Woods,
a fifteen-time major
tournament champion,
has seen an outpour-
ing of support from
the golf world and
beyond since news of
the crash broke.

“It’s sickening,” PGA

sports News [T

said. “He’s our hero
out here. You fthink
guys like Tiger Woods
and Kobe Bryant are
untouchable, but they
are not.”

The reasons behind
the crash remain un-
known, and Los Ange-
les County Sheriff Alex
Villanueva said a traf-
fic investigation could
take days or weeks.

Wednesday in a
Facebook Live brief-
ing, Villanueva said
the department is not
considering charges
against Woods. “He
was not drunk; we can
throw that one out”
Villanueva said during
a live streamed social

tour pro Adam Scott media event.

OUR NATIONAL LEGEND [BLACK
ANTIGUA & BARBUDA
MONTH|

FEBRUARY 2021

Sir Sydney Walling

Sir Sydney Walling (12 July 1907 — 8 October 2009) was
an Antiguan cricketer who played for Antigua from the 1920s to the 1950s.

Considered “grandfather of Antigua and Barbuda cricket.” He is remembered,
above all, as “a cricketerwho used his outstanding ability in a time of
discrimination to further the rights of ordinary black cricketers.”

In one of his debut matches for Antigua, Sir Sydney knocked a masterful 156 in a
trial against Guyana and yet was never selected to join the West Indies senior

team because he hailed from Antigua. Despite the setback, he would go on to
pioneer a number of firsts, including being the first black captain of Antigua’s
national team in 1933.

He also captained the Leeward Islands team, and was a part of the original
Combined Islands team in the early 50s. Away from the cricket field, Sir Sydney set
the standard for business professionals as he worked his way from being a lowly
messenger for the post office in 1922 to becoming the nation’s first black post
masterin 1947.

He also made his mark as a talented musician, playing the baritone hornin a local

band and directing his church’s junior choir for 37 years. He was also the country’s

postmasterand an active Scout leader. < D'?/,,,*
N
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Charles Bellot
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NOC names Technical
Development Officer

The Antigua and Barbuda Olympic Association
(ABNOC) announces the appointment of Charles
Bellot as its Technical Development Officer
(TDO).

This new initiative strengthens the NOC’s thrust
to provide increased support for the coordinated
development of sport in Antigua and Barbuda
and enhance athletes’ preparation for medalling
participation in regional, continental, and
international competitions.

As TDO, Bellot will:

i. Design and direct the NOC’s Education
Programme Learning for Success (LFS).

ii. Supervise the NOC’s Elite Athlete Coaches
Support Programme (EACSP).

iii. Supervise the NOC’s  Youth
Preparation Programme (YAPP).

Athlete

More detailed information concerning each of
these programmes will be presented to national
federations, athletes, and all stakeholders via
Zoom at times and dates soon to be published.

cont’d from pg 28

drawdown of the FIFA
COVID-19 relief funds
because we have no
indicaftion when football
will resume locally, but
we are working closely
with the health officials,”
explained Gonsalves.

“Next month makes
one year football was
brought to halt on the
island.” The national team
is presently in fraining
for World Cup qualifying;
however, the president
noted that nothing s

certain because of the
coronavirus  pandemic,
but the team is remaining
ready fto play late next
month.

“There has been a
vicious lie circulating
that we do not have a
home field to play our
World Cup qualifying
games, but that is not
true,” Batow expressed.
“Cricket is being
played at the Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, but
we have three venues: in

particular, the Technical Mikelle Leigertwood,
Center at Paynter’s former national player,
where we conftested and former national
an infernational game Technical director Tom

Curtis will lead the team.
Paynter’s remains ready Leigertwwod has played
to play our home games for a number of teams
but our first set of games in the English Premier
are away fixtures.” League, including

against Aruba previously.

The ABFA is yet to
employ a head coach
or technical director,
but has hired two
consultants to  direct
the team through its
World Cup qualifiers.

Reading when they were
in the EPL. “Exactly when
and if the World Cup
qualifiers are on remains
uncertain because of the
pandemic,” Gonsalves
noted.

FOR RENT

Two new one bedroom, one bathroom apartments for rent at Royal Garden area, St. John’s, Antigua W.I.
Cable, internet and parking available for customer’s convenience. $1400per Month, For more information
please call Peter #7246696 or go on Buy and sell Antigua
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Misperceptions by detractors

Everton ‘Batow’ Gonsalves (right)

President of the the roundsin the football and not sharing with $2,894 and non-current
Antigua and Barbuda fraternity by detractors. clubs. Batow, as he is assets of $8,116,675
Football Association Gonsalves stated that affectionately called, ending December 2019.
(ABFA) Everton ‘Batow’ the  detractors have said members at the The president notfed
Gonsalves said there been spreading rumors last congress approved that the financial
have been some that the ABFA has eight a financial statement records for 2020 will be
misperception making million dollars in cash showing cash in hand presented in the coming

months. “We have not
received the second

CLASSIFIEDS ON PG 27

cont’d on pg 27
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