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FOUR COVID-19 DEATHS 
IN THREE DAYS

Photo caption: Vaccination exercise 
to move into high gear this week. 
On Saturday, parliamentarians, top 
sports personalities and ancillary 
staff received their jabs at the 
Parliament Building.
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Lester Bryant Bird was a student of distinction, a 
world class athlete, an excellent cricketer, an ac-
complished golfer, an outstanding lawyer and a re-
vered and well-loved politician.
He represented Antigua and Barbuda on its na-

tional cricket team at the age of eighteen years 
and he also was selected to play for the Leeward 
Islands Cricket Team.  He represented the West In-
dies Federation as an athlete in the Pan Ameri-
can Games of 1958, and was a bronze medalist in 
the long jump competition.  He gained an athletic 
scholarship to the University of Michigan in 1958, 
and from the onset won most of his competitions 
with relative ease. To highlight a few, he won many 
of the Ohio relays, many of the Texas relays and 
the Pennsylvania relays, for three consecutive years. 
Thus, between 1958 and 1961 Lester Bryant Bird had 
arguably developed an undefeated and decorated 
track and field career. A gold medalist in long jump, 
Big Ten Champion, NCAA Medalist, an All American, 
and the distinct honour of admission to the Honor-
ary Fraternity of Sphinx for his outstanding all round 
performance are but a few of the accolades gained 
by Lester Bird as an athlete, whilst at the university.
After successfully pursuing a law degree, he was 

called to the English Bar at Grays Inn, London, in 
1969.  On his return to Antigua, this talented, skillful 
young lawyer had a very successful law practice, 
representing many clients; and quite a large number 
pro bono.  The Antigua Labour Party (ALP) was also 
a great beneficiary of his law career.
In 1971 he entered the political arena, for a seat 

in the Parliament of Antigua & Barbuda on an ALP 
ticket. He was made a Senator and sharpened his 
political skills on the Opposition Benches in the 
Parliament during the period 1971 – 1976.  He was 
undoubtedly the preferred candidate for the con-
stituency of St. John’s Rural East in 1976, and was 
re-elected for the next five (5) consecutive gener-
al elections.  He lost his seat in 2004, but quick-
ly regained it, being re-elected in 2009, and was 
re-elected even more overwhelmingly in the recent 
elections in 2014.  He also served as the Political 
Leader of the ALP for an unbroken period of eigh-
teen years, from 1994 until 2012.
In 1994, he succeeded the Honourable Vere Corn-

wall Bird as Prime Minister of Antigua & Barbuda, 
and served in that capacity for another ten years,  
(1994 – 2004). He also served as Leader of the Op-
position in Parliament from 2009 -2012.

Building the Country: Shaping the Nation
The Honourable Lester Bird’s vision created mod-

ern Antigua & Barbuda, providing better quality 
jobs, improved living standards and higher educa-
tion for a large number of people in our society.   
His work fashioned the post-colonial economy of 
Antigua and Barbuda, transforming it from its de-
pendence on sugar and cotton that were irretriev-
ably in decline.

It was the Honourable Lester Bird who was re-
sponsible for:-
•       Invigorating Tourism throughout the late 

1980’s and 1990’s, attracting Large-scale Investment 
in hotels and expanding the VC Bird International 
Airport
•       Establishing the foundation for the major ex-

pansion of land-based and Cruise Ship Tourism that 
provided hundreds of jobs and commercial oppor-
tunities for men and women throughout the society
• Building the Hospitality Institute to qualify a wide 

cross section of people for better-paid jobs within 
the tourism industry
• Introducing the services industry (beyond tour-

ism) such as Offshore Banking, Financial Services 
and Internet Gaming into the economy
• Modernizing St. John’s by facilitating the con-

struction of Redcliffe Quay and Heritage Quay
• Pioneering education and training in informa-

tion technology through the Antigua  & Barbuda 
Institute of Technology to make young people in 
Antigua and Barbuda competitive in the global ICT 
community
• Instituting an Economic Programme that raised 

the standard of living of all in the society through 
low taxes, high investment, and job creation
• The construction of a modern Hospital at Mount 

St. John to give quality healthcare to the people of 
our society
• Educating more Antiguans and Barbudans at Ter-

BIOGRAPHY OF THE HONOURABLE 
LESTER BRYANT BIRD
GUEST EDITORIAL

On Sunday 21st February, National Hero Sir Lester Bird celebrated his eighty-third birthday. In 
recognition, thereof, PointeXpress is pleased to present a brief biography of his distinguished career.

cont’d on pg 3



LOCAL NEWSPAGE 3 MONDAY, 22 FEBRUARY, 2021

tiary Level – a pattern which has continued based 
on the pillars that were laid throughout the 1980’s 
up to 2004
• Introducing the “Land for Youth” scheme which 

gave young people a piece of the rock and empow-
ered many of them to progress
• Placing more Women in Positions of Authority 

than at any time in the country’s history as Per-
manent Secretaries, Heads of Tourism Departments, 
Senators and Law Officers
• Creating the ONDCP to ensure that money laun-

dering and the illicit drug trade were not a part of 
the Antiguan economy.
Carving a place of pride for Antigua & Barbuda 

in Regional and International Affairs
The Honourable Lester Bird also gave Antigua and 

Barbuda a place of respect in Regional and Inter-
national affairs that continues to resonate today. His 
contribution in this regard, spans over 28 years.
• He was one of the Caribbean’s most effective 

spokespersons on the international scene
• He was a strong and impressive advocate of 

Antigua and Barbuda in the regional and interna-
tional fora at the UN, the Commonwealth, the OAS, 
CARICOM and the OECS
• He was one of the architects of the Eastern 

Caribbean Central Bank and the retention of the 
Eastern Caribbean Currency (now the strongest in 
the Caribbean)
• He was also one of the architects of the Organi-

zation of Eastern Caribbean States(OECS)
• Under his Chairmanship of CARICOM, the Carib-

bean Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM), now 
the Office of Trade Negotiations, was created to 
strengthen the negotiating capacity of all CARICOM 
countries
• As Prime Minister, he supervised the construction 

of the laws, regulation and enforcement agencies 
under which the International Financial Action Task 
Force against drug trafficking and money launder-
ing and the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force 
found Antigua and Barbuda’s banking system and 
regulatory machinery in full conformity with the best 
international standards
• He was the first Representative of the Leeward 

Islands on the West Indies Cricket Board, and he 
had a strong voice in the selection of Clive Lloyd as 
the Captain of the West Indies Cricket Team
• He was also selected by CARICOM as the first 

Chairman of the Ministerial Sub-committee responsi-
ble for West Indies Cricket
• Fearless, in his defence of the people of Antigua 

and Barbuda, it was the Honourable Lester Bird, as 
Prime Minister, who instructed that the government 
takes the US to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
over the jobs of local people in the Internet Gaming 
Industry.  It was under his watch that the case was 

won at the WTO in March 2004, and it has been a 
disappointment to him to witness the unfair handling 
of the judgement received by the US

Building St. John’s Rural East
2009 – 2018
1976 – 2004
Over the years that the Honourable Lester Bird 

represented the people of St John’s Rural East, he 
was concerned about raising the standard of living 
in the area, providing for the needs of young peo-
ple, and building the infrastructure of the area.  He 
was also keen to ensure that people in the constit-
uency had jobs and could maintain themselves and 
their families financially.
He organized for:
• Constituents to buy lands
• Constituents to build homes
• Roads to be repaired and improved
• Sidewalks to be constructed
• Sports facilities to be built for young people 

(JCSC Basketball Court, and the Cricketing Facility 
next to the Clare Hall School)
• Computer classes and after school lessons to be 

given within the community
• Commercial businesses to be established in the 

constituency to ensure employment and develop-
ment  in the area

What must be underscored is that the Honourable 
Lester Bird’s many economic innovations and policy 
choices placed Antigua and Barbuda in an enviably 
high position on the United Nations Human Devel-
opment Index.
He brought “an element of experience which is 

unique in Antigua and Barbuda – a former Prime 
Minister during ten years of steady growth that 
placed the country well ahead of its OECS coun-
terparts and a former foreign minister and tourism 
minister with more than twenty years of experience 
in hands-on management of the country’s interna-
tional affairs and its most important industry. He 
was also known for his oratorical skills – and spoke 
with an eloquence that commanded the attention of 
his audiences at home, regionally and international-
ly. During his tenure, he created an atmosphere of 
continuous nurturing and improvement, underpinned 
and sustained by his creed of excellence and a 
natural long-term vision for an educated, informed, 
productive and most importantly, a proud nation of 
Antigua & Barbuda.”

Information courtesy:
Maurice Merchant
Director General of Communications
Government of Antigua and Barbuda

cont’d from pg 2
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There have been four 
COVID-19-related deaths 
at the Mount St John’s Med-
ical Centre (MSJMC) over 
a three-day period. This 
brings to fourteen the num-
ber of people confirmed to 
have died from the respi-
ratory illness caused by the 
coronavirus.
The MSJMC Medical Di-

rector confirmed that on 
Thursday a male patient, 
age sixty-eight, passed 
away at the country’s main 
health institution at 3: 33 
p.m. He had tested positive 
for COVID-19.
Then on Saturday, three 

deaths were recorded: first-
ly, a female patient, age 
seventy-seven, who had 
underlying medical con-
ditions, passed away 12:15 
p.m. She had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. Second-
ly, a second female patient, 
age fifty-seven, who also 
had severe underling med-
ical conditions, has passed 
away at 9:08 p.m. She too 
had tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

Then later Saturday night 
at about 11:45, the hospital 
confirmed the third death 
in a single day: a female 
patient, age eighty-six. She 
too had underlying medical 
conditions and had tested 
positive for the coronavirus.  
“Our thoughts and con-

dolences remain with the 
families and loved ones at 
this difficult time,” Dr. Dun-
can stated.
He said there were thir-

ty-one patients hospitalized 
up to midday Sunday with 
COVID-19 illnesses, five of 
whom were classified as 
‘critical care’ patients re-
quiring ventilators.
“Even as we do our part 

by wearing masks and 
practising physical dis-
tancing along with hand 
washing/sanitizing, we must 
remember we are fighting 
to protect our communi-
ty. Together, with each of 
you, MSJMC will continue 
to work hard to combat 
this pandemic,” the MSJMC 
Medical Director said.

Four COVID-19 deaths in three days

The national vaccination 
exercise which took off last 
Wednesday is expected 
to intensify this week with 
more frontline workers and 
other key personnel slated 
to receive their jabs.
Already, hundreds of 

healthcare workers, Cab-
inet members, parliamen-
tarians and top sports 
personalities have re-
ceived their first jab of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cine.
These vaccines form part 

of the batch of 5-thou-
sand which were donated 

to the Antigua and Bar-
buda government from its 
Dominica counterpart.
On Saturday, it was the 

turn of parliamentarians 
and sports personalities 
including Sir Andy Rob-
erts, Sir Curtly Ambrose 
and Sir Richie Richardson. 
The exercise continued on 
Sunday with members of 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Defense Force receiving 
their jabs.
Health authorities say 

this week the exercise con-
tinues with frontline work-
ers in the health fraternity 

as well as the police force, 
customs division and immi-
gration department.
The government has 

decided to administer all 
5-thousand doses to indi-
viduals as a first shot with 
the second jab slated for 
when the country receives 
the shipment of 40-thou-
sand doses from India, 
now expected to arrive 
perhaps as early as the 
end of the week.
Last week, Health Minis-

ter, Sir Molwyn Josher has 
set a target of two months 
to have the entire popu-

lation, at least those who 
want to be vaccinated, to 
have access to the vac-
cine.
Along with the 40-thou-

sand from India, the 
country will receive addi-
tional 40-thousand doses 
through the COVAX facil-
ity being administered by 
the World Health Organ-
isation. In addition, the 
government has placed 
an order for 100-thousand 
doses in order to have 
adequate amounts to 
completely inoculate the 
population.

Vaccination to be expanded this week

MSJMC Medical Director Dr. Albert Duncan
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne has 
called on his political opponents to 
observe a ‘ceasefire’ and to join his 
government in the fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
“I am going to commit myself from 

today that I will aspire to have noth-
ing negative to say about my political 
opponents.  I am asking Opposition 
Leader Harold Lovell and his entire 
team to join us in a political cease-
fire.  It is critical at this time.  The focus 
should be about getting our people 
vaccinated to protect lives and our 
livelihoods.  I am making an earnest 
call for a political ceasefire between 
the opposition forces and government 
for us to understand that the priority 
at this time is to protect lives and liveli-

hoods by getting our people inoculat-
ed in order to achieve herd immunity,” 
PM Browne told his radio and social 
media audience during his weekly ap-
pearance on a radio programme on 
99.1 PointeFM.
The country’s leader was at the time 

responding to a caller who commented 
on the government’s position that there 
will be no lock-down of the country to 
fight the rise in COVID-19 cases.
PM Browne said that unless the 

COVID-19 situation gets to a point 
whereby the health system becomes 
overwhelmed, the country would not 
go into a lock down.  He said that 
what is needed is for persons to come 
together and observe the protocols 
and encourage each other to get in-

oculated.  The recent figures indicate 
that there are three hundred and sev-
enty active COVID-19 cases in Antigua 
and Barbuda with forty persons hos-
pitalized.
“There is no other way out and all of 

us is as vulnerable as each of us.  We 
must understand that there are conse-
quences that go beyond our individual 
decisions and we have to make deci-
sions in the interest of ourselves and 
our loved ones and the entire nation 
as a whole,” PM Browne stated.
On 16th February, political leader 

of the United Progressive Party, Har-
old Lovell, mounted a social media 
campaign outlining his support for 
COVID-19 vaccination, stating that he 
will take the vaccine.
“I will take the AstraZeneca vaccine 

or whichever vaccine is recommended 
by our medical and public health pro-
fessionals.  It is absolutely important to 
get vaccinated. It will protect my life, 
the lives of my family and friends and 
most of all the lives of the people of 
my wonderful country,” Harold Lovell 
posted on his Facebook page.
The government last Wednesday 

commenced its vaccination pro-
gramme, inoculating front line workers 
to include nurses, doctors, EMT officers, 
Members of Cabinet and Parliament 
and other healthcare workers.  It will 
continue the vaccination drive in the 
coming weeks, also taking the vacci-
nation programme to the sister island 
of Barbuda.
“I make this sincere call for a political 

ceasefire at this time, recognizing that 
the country needs us all.  Each of us 
must take responsibility to fight this ex-
istential threat in our country.  All of us 
must participate in the public educa-
tion campaign and to convince every-
one around us to continue to adhere 
to the health protocols in order to con-
tain the spread of COVID-19 and to 
get vaccinated in order to achieve the 
much needed herd immunity so that 
we can return to normalcy as soon as 
possible,” PM Browne stated.

PM calls for temporary halt in political 
‘warfare’ amidst COVID upsurge

Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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Unless and until Anti-
guans and Barbudans be-
come vaccinated against 
the COVID-19 disease, the 
country’s overall recovery 
from the pandemic will be 
practically impossible, ac-
cording to Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne.
He was speaking on 

Saturday during his week-
ly radio programme, The 
Browne and Browne Show, 
on PointeFM 99.1.
The Prime Minister was 

making the dual point of 
why it was impractical 
to lockdown the country 
once again in response 
to a recent surge in new 
infections, hospitalizations 
and deaths from the dis-
ease – and why vacci-
nation will be crucial for 
Antiguans and Barbudans 
who are desirous of trav-
elling abroad.
The Prime Minister said 

tourism, the country’s main 
source of economic sus-
tenance, would fare even 
worse if visitors remain 

wary of coming to Anti-
gua and Barbuda should 
the virus not be brought 
under control through the 
achievement of herd im-
munity.
“It means potentially that 

business could be redi-
rected to other countries 
that achieve herd immunity 
before us. It also means 
that Antiguans and Barbu-
dans could be precluded 
from travelling to certain 
countries because we are 
considered to be high risk. 
So, if we have low partic-
ipation [in the voluntary 
public vaccination pro-
gramme] it will have sig-
nificant economic and so-
cial consequences for the 
country, and we will see a 
significant increase in hos-
pitalizations and deaths,” 
he stated emphatically.
The Prime Minister refer-

enced another local radio 
station where he said it had 
been brought to his atten-
tion that the CEO (who is 
a talk show host and an 
endorsed candidate of the 
political opposition) were 

“making a mockery of the 
whole issue … mixing poli-
tics and healthcare” which 
the head of government 
denounced as “incompat-
ible.”
PM Browne also dis-

missed reported calls by 
the same person for “a 
lockdown next Thursday 
and Friday … how does 
that really help to fight this 
disease? The call that Ser-
pent and others should be 
making at this time is for 
us to get vaccinated as 
soon as possible so that 
we can protect lives and 
livelihoods. They go hand 
in hand. You cannot ig-
nore livelihoods and fo-
cus exclusively on lives.… 
Ultimately, the focus is on 
lives, but at the same time 
you have to do both. You 
cannot ignore either, even 
though we are prioritizing 
lives.”
To those calling for a 

return to total lockdown 
as had been applied in 
the earliest days of the 
pandemic, Prime Minis-
ter Browne reminded that 

even with a more limited 
tightening of restrictions 
recently, many business op-
erators were complaining 
about how the increase in 
curfew hours, among other 
measures, was adversely 
affecting them. 
“You lock down the 

country, there are conse-
quences to people. There 
are health consequenc-
es, job losses, people will 
not be able to eat.… While 
locking down a country 
may reduce the level or 
rate of infections, I’m not 
aware that it has elim-
inated infections in any 
country. There are many 
countries within the OECS, 
and the wider Caribbean 
area, that have had far 
more COVID cases than 
Antigua and Barbuda . . 
. and they are still open 
for business.… This has to 
be an issue where you use 
every ounce of intelligence 
and skill to manage the 
health risks and the eco-
nomic risks concurrently 
while prioritizing the health 
risks.”

PM again rebuffs calls for 
another lockdown, says it will 

hurt more than help
By Shelton Daniel
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The management of 
the Hodges Bay Club has 
agreed to work along 
with the government and 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Hotels and Tourism Asso-
ciation (ABHTA) to avoid 
incidents that may lead to 
negative publicity both for 
itself and the country.
These were among mat-

ters discussed last week 
when Tourism Minister, 
Charles ‘Max’ Fernandez 
and representative of the 
ABHTA met through virtual 
means with the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the hotel, 
Jeff Wellemeyer.
The hotel has been the 

centre of a social media 
campaign over a number 
of incidents at the resort, 
one of which included the 
erection of a barrier to 
the beach adjacent to the 
property. Another incident 

included a photo of a staff 
member ostensibly serving 
drinks without wearing a 
face mask.
Fernandez said the 

meeting emphasized that 
the hotel, the association 
and the ministry should be 
keenly aware that informa-
tion released in the mar-
ketplace, if not handled 
properly, may have a neg-
ative impact on the image 
of the country.
“We reiterated the posi-

tion that all guests should 
be told in advance about 
the country’s health proto-
cols and that they are ex-
pected to adhere to them 
while vacationing here. I 
advised them to put out 
a brochure that is com-
municated to guests prior 
to arriving in the country,” 
Fernandez outlined.
It was also emphasized 

that images such as those 
making the rounds on so-
cial media not only hurt 
the Hodges Bay Club but 
potentially harmed the 
country’s image.
“We told the CEO that 

it was very important for 
staff to wear face masks 
at all times as a means 
of protecting themselves, 
the guests and the entire 
country,” the minister stat-
ed.
Last Friday, the Hodg-

es Bay Club convened a 
press conference to ad-
dress several of the matters 
raised in the social media 
posts. Vice President of 
Operations, Celia Morgan, 
expressed concerns over 
“misrepresentation and 
mixed messages, being 
pushed from divers’ quar-
ters, in respect of Hodges 
Bay Resort & Spa’s compli-
ance with the established 
COVID19 protocols of the 
Ministry of Health of An-
tigua and Barbuda and 
the erection of a barrier – 
which has since been tak-
en down – while providing 
an alternate and safer way 
for the public to access the 
beach during the pandem-
ic.” According to Morgan, 
the barrier was removed 
on the day it was erect-
ed, even before the devel-
opment Control Authority 
(DCA) paid a visit the fol-
lowing day.
“Our highest priority re-

mains the safeguarding of 
our staff, their families and 
the Antiguan and Barbu-
dan community in which 
we operate.
“There has been much 

social media debate about 
Hodges Bay Resort & Spa 

blocking access to the 
public beach. The beaches 
of this beautiful twin-island 
state are an asset of all 
Antiguans and Barbudans. 
As a nation whose econ-
omy is driven by tourism, 
we share the beaches with 
visitors to our shores. At no 
point were locals ever de-
nied access to the beach. 
This has always been and 
will continue to be the 
case,” Morgan said in a 
prepared text.
She also expressed her 

concerned over what she 
termed the use of racial 
slurs that were part of some 
of the social media post-
ings. “We wish to remind 
all, that racial slurs and in-
sult on social media do not 
help our industry and only 
damage the prospect for 
a bounce-back in tourism 
of Antigua and Barbuda at 
a time when we are most 
vulnerable. We as a society 
are better and can do bet-
ter than that.
“Since the racial slurs and 

insults, we have lost for-
ward bookings and would 
have had to refund a num-
ber of our in-house guests 
as a measure of assurance 
that everything is okay. This 
type of behaviour is simply 
not good for our tourism 
product,” she revealed.
According to Morgan, 

the Hodges Bay Club is 
one of the few hotels that 
remained open through-
out the pandemic provid-
ing employment to staff. 
She also recommitted the 
resort to joining the gov-
ernment in enforcing the 
health protocols as ap-
proved by the ministries of 
health and tourism.

Hotel agrees to take measures to 
avoid negat ive publ ic i ty

Hodges Bay Club Vice President of Operations Celia Morgan
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T h e  mo s t  re c e n t 
re po r t  re c e i ve d 
by t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Hea l t h ,  We l l n e s s 
a nd  t h e  E nv i ro nmen t 
f rom  t h e  Moun t  S t. 
J o h n ’ s  Med i c a l  C e n -
t re  (MS JMC )  h a s  n o 
n ew  l a bo ra to r y  c o n -
f i rmed  COV ID - 1 9 
c a s e s  i n  A n t i g u a 
a nd  Ba r b uda  a s  o f 
F r i d a y 1 9 t h  Feb r u a r y 
2 0 2 1  a t  6  p .m .
S u b s eq u e n t  to 

t h e  p ub l i c a t i o n  o f 
t h e  da s h boa rd  fo r 
T h u r s da y 1 8 t h  Feb r u -
a r y  2 0 2 1  w i t h  t h e  c u t 
o f f  t i m e  o f  6  p .m . , 
a n  add i t i o n a l  fo r-
t y - f i ve  (4 5 )  s amp l e s 
we re  p ro c e s s e d  a t 
MS JMC ,  i n c re a s i n g 
t h e  p e nd i n g  re s u l t s 

f rom  o n e  h u nd re d 
a nd  s eve n  ( 1 07 )  to 
o n e  h u nd re d  a nd  f i f -
t y - t wo  ( 1 5 2 )  i n  to ta l .
A l l  o n e  h u nd re d 

a nd  f i f t y - t wo  ( 1 5 2 ) 
s amp l e s  p ro c e s s e d 
by MS JMC  we re  n eg -
a t i ve .   T h e  add i t i o n -
a l  fo r t y - f i ve  (4 5 ) 
s amp l e s  a re  re f l e c t -
e d  i n  t h e  to ta l  s am -
p l e s  ta ke n  a nd  to ta l 
p e r s o n s  te s te d  c o l -
umn s  o f  t h e  da s h -
boa rd . 
 T h i s  d a s h boa rd  i n -

fo rma t i o n  wa s  p ub -
l i s h e d  p r i o r to  o n e 
o f  t h e  d ea t h s  t h a t 
we re  re po r te d  o n 
Sa t u rda y.  T h e  u p -
da te d  da s hboa rd  i s 
ex p e c te d  s ome t ime 
to da y.

No new confirmed cases
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Two boys who exhibited much brav-
ery when they rescued two younger 
children from a burning house earlier 
this month, have been singled out for 
special recognition by the telecom-
munications company – FLOW.
Reports are that the incident hap-

pened at Cashew Hill when the boys 
ran into the burning wooden house 
to rescue the children. The house 

was destroyed by the time the fire 
brigade arrived on the scene, but 
there were no injuries. Further trag-
edy was averted when two young 
superheroes - Silence Manyaka and 
Dimitri Brown “sprang into action” 
and entered the burning home in a 
remarkable display of bravery and 
selflessness.  
Flow decided to recognize and 

reward these young men for their 
bravery and quick thinking and for 
putting their own lives at risk to avoid 
what could very well have been a 
major tragedy.
Both superheroes received a mo-

bile phone each as well 3 months 
Always on Prepaid Plans. Flow’s Di-
rect Sales Agent Supervisor, Percy 
Adams, presented the gifts.

Flow salutes young ‘superheroes’ 
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A member of the medical fraternity 
is warning nationals that the failure 
to get vaccinated on a large scale 
could have dire economic conse-
quences for the country.
Medical doctor, Dr Alfanso Jerry Si-
mon issued the warning during an 
appearance on the Browne and 
Browne show on PointeFM radio on 
Saturday afternoon. He warned that 
despite Antigua and Barbuda’s many 
natural sceneries and historical sites, 
visitors will not return to the island 
in large numbers if they believe that 
travelling here is not safe.
 “Don’t believe for one second that 
if we in Antigua and Barbuda mess 
around with taking the vaccine that 
the other countries are going to wait 
on us. If St Kitts, St Lucia, Domini-
ca or any other country get their 
vaccine programme up and running 
right now, and they can open earlier 
than we can, despite our brand new 

fifth pier, our lovely beaches, hotels 
and attractions, they are going to be 
able to attract people to their shores. 
The governments of the developed 
countries – Europe, the United States, 
Canada and the United Kingdom will 
advise their citizens to visit countries 
where the people are vaccinated,” he 
warned.
He added that it is imperative that 
the vaccination programme is sup-
ported and that everyone should get 
the vaccine whenever it comes avail-
able.
“We can’t stay shutdown forever! 
Some people may be able to work 
from home. However, the people who 
will pay for their services may not be 
able to afford them so everyone suf-
fers. We have to get on board with 
the vaccination,” he remarked.
Dr Simon was also critical of those 
who have taken to the airwaves ex-
pressing doubts about the vaccine 

and the vaccination process, among 
other things. He said it was time “to 
put this nonsense behind us” and to 
move ahead with the vaccination. 
“The only protection against the virus 
is to get vaccinated. If we don’t get 
vaccinated we are going to be left 
behind. The drivers of the economy 
cannot open unless the country has 
been largely vaccinated. This year, 
we have lost Sailing Week and we 
are going to lose other events if we 
do not,” he declared.
Dr Simon said getting vaccinated is 
the first step for the country to return 
to normality.
Dr Simon said the vaccine is the 
only proven defence there is against 
the virus and only roughly one of a 
population of one hundred thousand 
who would have an allergic reaction 
to the vaccine and therefore not de-
bilitating. “It’s the only definitive treat-
ment against the virus!” he declared.

Doctor says failure to vaccinate 
could have major economic impact
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National Hero and former Prime 
Minister, Sir Lester Bird celebrated 
his eighty-third birthday on Sunday 
in quiet reflection with family amidst 
COVID-19 restrictions on large gath-
erings.
Sir Lester told PointeXpress that 

he was presented with a nice cake 
among other delicacies. However, 
there was no large gathering due to 
the current health protocols.
“Antigua and Barbuda was doing 

nicely until the COVID-19 pandem-
ic disrupted the country’s forward 
movement. The current prime minis-
ter and the cabinet were doing a 
good job until COVID made it all 
difficult,” he stated.
Reflecting on his time in govern-

ment, Sir Lester said he and his 
team laid much of the foundation 
upon which today’s successes have 
been built. “I am proud of what I did 
such as the Mount St. John’s Medi-
cal centre, Heritage Quay and the 
pier among others.  Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne has continued this 
work and only the pandemic has 
been able to derail his plans,” he 
observed.
Sir Lester however noted that while 

he was the ‘dynamo’ of the team, he 
did not do it alone. He credited Sir 
John St. Luce, Hugh Marshall Snr, Sir 
Molwyn Joseph as key members of 
his team. He also singled out busi-
nesswoman Makeda Mikeal for the 
outstanding work she did as a mem-
ber of his team.
Sir Lester was deputy premier/

prime minister from 1976 to 1994 
when his father Sir V.C. Bird retired 
from politics and he was prime min-
ister from 1994 to 2004.
He gave himself the moniker 

‘Comeback Kid’ following his elec-
toral victory in 2009.

Sir Lester celebrates another birthday

Contact us about our classifieds at 562-4989
DO YOU HAVE PRODUCTS FOR SALE OR RENT?

National Hero and former Prime Minister Sir Lester Bird
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As 2021 began, the New Year did not provide the 
fresh restart we always hope for as the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to hold its grasp on the world — 
making travel more difficult than ever before.
Out of the many reasons I prioritize travel, its 

impact on my mental health and ability to help me 
reset is always at the top of the list — and given that 
travelling this past year has not been the easiest, I 
was in dire need of a getaway. Kicking off the New 
Year, I decided to take matters into my own hands 
and check the list of countries opened to U.S. trav-
ellers to plan the perfect trip.
After looking at entry requirements, weather ac-

commodations, COVID-19 statistics, and the local 
government ’s management of the pandemic, I land-
ed on Antigua and Barbuda for my trip.
 

Pre-travel process
Antigua and Barbuda requires a negative COVID-19 

PCR test taken within seven days of travelling. Print-
ed proof of a negative test result is also required 
and is checked by both the airline before boarding 
and by immigration upon arrival. In-flight, passen-
gers are required to fill out a health screening form 
asking about their potential exposure to the virus 
in recent weeks or current symptoms they may be 

I travelled to Antigua 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 

— Here’s what it was like
And why it was the perfect place to get away.

cont’d on pg 13

By Rondel Holder
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experiencing. The completed form is collected after 
landing.
As someone with family and friends in the Caribbe-

an and other parts of the world, I am very conscious 
that my vacation in paradise is also their home. With 
that in mind, I self-quarantined after taking the PCR 
test to limit my exposure in the days leading up to 
the trip. This extra level of consideration would defi-
nitely be appreciated if a traveller were to visit my 
home, so it was a no-brainer to extend that courte-
sy — especially as Antigua and Barbuda consistently 
has had essentially no major COVID-19 outbreaks 
since last March at the start of the pandemic.
 

Airport, flight and landing in Antigua
Airport protocol at both JFK International Airport 

and Antigua’s V. C. Bird International Airport were 
both thorough and organized. Masks are required at 
all times other than eating and drinking, and social 
distancing is highly encouraged. Upon landing at 
the V.C. Bird Airport, it is hard to walk two minutes 
without being required to sanitize your hands. You 
are asked to sanitize before going to immigration, 
before handing over your passport, and even on 
the way out, your taxi driver will ask you to sanitize 
before entering their vehicle.
Leaving the airport, all visitors are asked to moni-

tor potential symptoms for up to fourteen days and 
call a hotline if they experience symptoms that may 
be potential signs of COVID-19.

Current restrictions in Antigua
On the island, visitors are required to stay at 

pre-approved accommodations and participate in 
activities that are also pre-approved. The list of cer-
tified hotels, excursions and all other requirements 
and up-to-date protocol is available on their web-
site.
Visitors are required to wear masks and remain 

socially distant in public. On our resort, we wore 
masks at all times except in the pool, on the beach 
and to eat. Resort, taxi and restaurant staff also all 
wore masks. During this time, as with anywhere else 
in the world, it is important to check hours of opera-
tion and capacity limits for different venues and at-
tractions as they may change as needed for public 
safety. At the time of our travels, the popular Shirley 
Heights Sunday Night BBQ had limited capacity and 
we were unable to attend. Popular excursions and 
attractions, such as Stingray City and sunset cruises 
with Tropical Adventures are open and available.

Experience while travelling
Antigua serves copious amounts of quintessential 

West Indian island vibes. Driving around the one-
hundred-and-eight-square-mile island your eyes are 

meet with vibrantly painted homes, lush greenery, 
and locals whose smiles are as warm as the sun that 
kisses your skin.
Traditional Caribbean dishes and fresh seafood 

are in abundance both at restaurants and street-
side vendors. The sounds of reggae and soca gently 
played in the background and added to the ev-
er-present calm, which comes to a climax on the 
beach at night — where what seems like every con-
stellation imaginable is in clear view — feeling the 
breeze rolling off the Caribbean Sea.
Antigua is known for having a beach for everyday 

of the year with three hundred and sixty-five spots 
to soak up the sun. All beaches are accessible to the 
public, even if attached to a hotel or private proper-
ty. And as a beach lover, nothing made me happier 
than knowing you are bound to see a new, pristine 
beach within every two to three minutes driving on 
the same road.
Some of my favourites included Pigeon Point, Long 

Bay, Dickenson’s Bay and Ffryes.
My visit to Antigua was exactly what I needed 

to safely venture into the world. It was the perfect 
place to explore, relax, and find peace that will be 
staying with me for the foreseeable future — or least 
until the next time I can travel.

cont’d from pg 12
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Knowing the signs of a 
stroke and seeking urgent 
care can mean the dif-
ference between life and 
death.
In addition to being 

one of the world’s big-
gest killers, stroke is also 
the leading cause of dis-
ability worldwide, and the 
recovery process can be 
lengthy.
Equipping local health 

care professionals with the 
tools to better assist pa-
tients in Antigua and Bar-
buda is the focus of an 
online symposium taking 
place on February 27.
The event, being held by 

Zoom, is the second of 
its kind organised by the 
country’s Heart & Stroke 
Foundation (HSF).  
The charity’s president 

Dr. Georgette Meade – 
and one of the sympo-
sium’s four expert speak-
ers – says it is geared at 
everyone from physicians 
to nurses and pharmacists. 
Members of the gener-
al public with an interest 
in improving their cardiac 
health are also welcomed 
to join.
“We had very good feed-

back from our symposium 
last year and the plan is to 
host it as an annual event,” 
she explained. “Attendees 
will have the chance to ask 
questions after each pre-
sentation.”
Antiguan neurologist Dr. 

Gaden Osborne, based at 
Mount St John’s Medical 
Centre, says the hospital is 
seeing more young people 
suffering from strokes than 
ever before.
Some are as young as 17 

years old. Poor diet, sed-
entary lifestyle and smok-
ing are among the biggest 
risk factors, along with hy-
pertension, diabetes and 
high cholesterol.
“Better education about 

strokes could be one of 
the reasons we are seeing 
more young patients; peo-
ple are getting better at 
recognising the signs and 
symptoms,” Dr. Osborne 
explains.
“It sounds like a joke, but 

I have had patients tell me 
they woke up with weak-
ness and thought it was 
just gas.”
Stroke symptoms include 

sudden weakness or numb-
ness in the limbs, garbled 
or slurred speech, droopi-
ness in the face, confusion, 
loss of balance and lack of 
coordination.
“The quicker the person 

gets to hospital, the bet-
ter off they will be in the 
long run. Time is of the es-
sence,” Dr. Osborne warns.
His 30-45-minute presen-

tation will focus on cardi-
oembolic stroke which oc-
curs when the heart pumps 
unwanted materials into the 
brain circulation, resulting 
in the blocking of a brain 

blood vessel and damage 
to the brain tissue. 
Long-term disabilities 

stroke can range from an 
inability to walk, to difficul-
ty speaking or swallowing, 
and visual disturbances. 
Dr. Osborne studied at 

the American University of 
Antigua (AUA), before do-
ing an internship in New 
York and a fellowship in 
clinical neurophysiology at 
the University of Michigan. 
In addition to stroke, his 
patients also include those 
suffering from Alzheimer’s, 
epilepsy, and movement 
disorders such as Parkin-
son’s.
“This symposium is very 

important because physi-
cians who are non-cardi-
ologists and non-neurolo-
gists need to be able to 
manage these patients, 
especially given the lack of 
human resources locally,” 
Dr. Osborne continued.
“We only have one car-

diologist to the best of my 
knowledge and I’m the only 
neurologist here, so physi-
cians need to understand 
the mechanisms of stroke 
so we can better serve our 
patients.”
He added, “I would also 

welcome questions from 
members of the public on 
risk factors, how to prevent 
stroke and secondary pre-
vention too.”
Around 87 percent of 

strokes are known as isch-
emic; caused by block-
age of an artery. The re-
mainder are hemorrhagic 
and can impair cognitive 
abilities including thinking, 
moving, feeling, talking, 
understanding, and writing. 
Black and Hispanic pa-

tients are at a greater risk 
of these than other popu-
lation groups.
As the nation’s sole car-

diologist, Dr. Meade’s own 
presentation will focus on 
management of chron-
ic angina - chest pain 
caused when the heart 
muscle doesn’t get enough 
oxygen-rich blood.
She will be discussing 

additional medical ther-
apy for angina, and oth-
er ways to improve both 
heart function and pa-
tients’ quality of life.
Dr. Meade will also give 

key information on new 
guidelines regarding the 
use of aspirin.
“We now know it is not 

wise to take an aspirin 
daily without a physician’s 
guidance as it can cause 
stomach ulcers; the benefit 
is not necessarily match-
ing the risk you are putting 
yourself at,” she added.
The remaining guest 

speakers are Dr. Viviana 
Navas, a heart failure spe-
cialist from the Cleveland 
Clinic in Florida, and Dr. 
Victor Elliot, an interven-
tional cardiologist from the 
University of the West In-
dies in Jamaica, who will 
be discussing sudden car-
diac death. 
The cost of taking part 

in the symposium is EC$100 
for physicians and EC$50 
for allied health profes-
sionals. Tickets are avail-
able via the Ticketing app, 
or from the Hope & Grace 
Cardiac Centre at Woods 
Mall.
The event will run from 

9am to 2.40pm on Satur-
day February 27. Call 462-
4973 for more details.

Online symposium aims to enhance 
care and treatment for cardiac patients

By Dr. Gaden Osborne



Forever in our hearts
April 7th 1938 – January 30th 2021

Wife of
Jasper (Bobby) Scotland

Mother of
Robert (André)Scotland; 
Her Excellency Sandra, Lady Williams;
Dr. Helene Scotland, Jo-Anne Scotland-Gilkes
and Nigel Scotland.

Mother-in-law of
Jennifer Scotland (née Smith) – deceased;
His Excellency Sir Rodney Williams;
Dr. Christopher Olukoga; Edward E. Gilkes lll
and Vishundai Scotland née Seebarran.

Grandmother of
Veronica, André (Alex), Michael and
Jacinta Scotland; Brent Scotland; Chrislene
and Dominic Olukoga; and Creed Scotland.

Great grandmother of
Avianna Scotland

Daughter of
Roy H.S. Dublin and Rachel Dublin
(née Royer), both deceased.

Sister of
Haytheline (Helen) Dublin, deceased.

Aunt of
Lester Kelsick.

Cousin of
Hannah Royer (deceased) and her family; 
Reynold Royer and family of Barbados; 
Cornelia Allen; Andrew Senhouse and family; 
Maurice, David , Fidelia and Bernard 
Percival and their families; Magdalene 
Uton (deceased) and family of Toronto; 
The Hodges; The Matthiases;
the Dublins of Cedar Grove and the 
Senhouses and Royers of Dominica 
and their families.
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Voters in the Turks and 
Caicos Islands gave a 
landslide victory to the 
opposition Progressive 
National Party (PNP)  of 
businessman Charles 
Washington Misick in Gen-
eral Elections held on Fri-
day, 19 February, 2021.

Preliminary results re-
leased by the Turks and 
Caicos Islands Elections 
Department show the 
PNP captured 14 of the 15 
seats at stake.  The party 
took nine of the ten Elec-
toral District seats and all 
five of the At-Large seats.

The outgoing People’s 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) of Premier Sharlene 
Cartwright-Robinson took 
the remaining seat. Cart-
wright-Robinson, the terri-
tory’s first female Premier, 
lost her At-Large seat.
The elections were mon-

itored by a CARICOM 
Elections Observation Mis-
sion which concluded that 
the Elections were free 
and fair.
The three-member Mis-

sion, led by Dr. Robert 
Stephen Mahadeo Suru-
jbally of Guyana, in a Pre-
liminary Statement issued 
on Saturday, said ‘the 
peacefulness of the elec-
tions … reflected the tran-
quility of the society of the 
Turks and Caicos Islands.
The Mission highly com-

mended the ‘extensive 
public health protocols’ 
implemented by the Elec-
tions Department to en-
sure the safety of both 
voters and election day 
workers in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It 
said that voters and work-
ers observed social dis-
tancing and wore masks 
and the polling stations 

were sanitized throughout 
the day.
The Mission found that 

the voting process at poll-
ing stations was smooth 
and efficient.  It noted that 
the polls opened late, but 
closed later to ensure the 
designated amount of time 
allocated to the voters to 
exercise their franchise 
was strictly adhered to.  It 
also felt that more mea-
sures  could have been put 
in place to assist the el-
derly and differently-abled 
voters, particularly as they 
were encouraged to visit 
the polling stations to vote 
at a specific time of day.
The Mission will prepare 

a final Report for submis-
sion to CARICOM Secre-
tary-General Ambassa-
dor Irwin LaRocque.  It 
will also be shared with 
the Turks and Caicos Is-
lands Government, the 
Leader of the Opposition 
and the Elections Depart-
ment.  Dr Surujbally was 
joined on the Mission by 
Mr. Ian Hughes, HE Am-
bassador Felix Gregoire 
and Ms Valique Gomes of 
the CARICOM Secretariat 
who provided support.

TCI votes in new Government; Elect ions 
Observers say pol l was free and fair

PNP leader Charles Washington Misick
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(Barbados today): Gov-
ernment appeared set to 
ramp up COVID-19 vacci-
nations for the elderly by 
appointment only during 
the weekend shutdown, af-
ter days of frustrating long 
queues, blamed on many 
others “jumping the gun” for 
the jab.
“Wait for a call telling you 

it’s your turn and giving you 
an appointment,” the Na-
tional Vaccination Commit-
tee advised the public in a 
statement released Friday 
night by the COVID Com-
munications Unit.
Barbados Today encoun-

tered growing frustration 
and discomfort among el-

derly people who waited 
long hours in the sun for 
their turn to take the jab 
today.
“This weekend’s efforts will 

be concentrated on vac-
cinating Barbadians over 
seventy years old who have 
been given appointments to 
have the shot,” the commit-
tee announced, noting that 
over-70s account for the 
majority of the thirty-one 
deaths from COVID-19 to 
date. “The strict appoint-
ment system being used 
this weekend will make for 
more orderly and comfort-
able processing and short-
er wait times at vaccination 
centres.”

While frontline workers 
and over-70 pensioners 
are currently receiving their 
first dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine, Barbadians who fit 
into other categories have 
overwhelmed vaccination 
centres, one of the cam-
paign’s officials said Friday.
National Vaccination 

Co-coordinator Major Da-
vid Clarke insisted frontline 
workers and over-70s are 
being scheduled for vac-
cines but said many oth-
ers have been turning up. 
People between the age 
of eighteen and sixty-nine, 
some of whom have chron-
ic non-communicable dis-
eases, have come declar-
ing that they too have 
registered online for the jab.
Major Clarke told Barba-

dos Today: “So [Saturday], 
all the vaccination centres 
will only be doing persons 
seventy and older, unless it 
is a particular group that 
has been scheduled for an 
appointment. So if you have 
not been scheduled for an 
appointment, do not turn 
up at a vaccination site.

“People have been tell-
ing other people when they 
get their appointment and 
lots of people have been 
turning up. There should be 
no need for people to line 
up because we are doing 
an appointment system 
and if the appointment sys-
tem works, you should only 
have ten people at a time 
waiting to get vaccinated.”
Scores queued up at West 

Terrace Primary School, St 
James, and were turned 
away after waiting for many 
hours because they had no 
appointment.
Barbados Today under-

stands that doctors are 
sending their patients to the 
vaccination centres, now 
numbering a dozen.
Major Clarke said: “We 

have an appointment sys-
tem and people are sched-
uled for a particular slot for 
their appointment, but what 
happened is that peo-
ple turned up from early 
this morning because they 
heard that we were giving 
out vaccines at West Ter-
race.

Authorities clamp down on vaccination rush

(BVI News): Amid the 
ongoing Commission 
of Inquiry (COI) and 
mounting calls for good 
governance in the terri-
tory, Cabinet is moving 
swiftly to implement the 
much-anticipated Whis-
tleblower Act.When the 
Cabinet met on 3rd Feb-
ruary, it reviewed the Bill 
entitled, Whistleblower 
Act, 2021 which seeks to 
allow individuals to dis-
close information about 
the corrupt practices of 

others once it is in the 
public’s interest.
The law would also 

provide for protection 
against the victimization 
of persons who make 
these disclosures and 
to provide for a fund to 
reward individuals who 
make the disclosures.
However, the Bill has 

not yet been approved 
by Cabinet.
At this stage, it has 

been sent back to the 
Premier’s Office that will 

then instruct the Attor-
ney General’s Chambers 
to finalize the legislation.
Once the Attorney 

General finalizes the Bill, 
it will be resubmitted to 
Cabinet for approval be-
fore being introduced in 
the House of Assembly.
The Whistleblower Act 

has been promised for 
a long while and is ex-
pected to hold leaders 
in the highest public of-
fices accountable.
The Bill comes amid 

numerous political scan-
dals regarding the mis-
use of public funds and 
a COI which is current-
ly seeking to investigate 
instances of abuse and 
misconduct in local pol-
itics.
The Fahie administra-

tion — which is pushing 
the Act — has also been 
accused of victimizing 
public officers and other 
members of the public 
who speak against the 
government.

BVI to implement Bill to reward whistleblowers 
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( J ama i ca  G leane r) : 
A ne fa r i o u s  l e t te r 
demand i ng  boun t y 
o r b l ood  f rom con -
s t r u c t i o n  s i te  ope ra -
to rs  i n  S t  T homas ha s 
been  t u r ned  ove r to 
t he  Coun te r-Te r ro r-
i sm  and  Organ i s ed 
C r ime  Un i t  (C-TOC ) 
fo r deepe r ana l y s i s , 
b u t  fo r many re s i -
den t s  o f  t h e  s l e epy 
Tr i n i t y v i l l e  commun i -
t y,  t h e  damage  ha s 
a l ready been  done .

Tr i n i t y v i l l e  i s  no t 
t h e  t yp i ca l  commu-
n i t y fo r t h i s  t ype  o f 
c r ime .  T he  a rea  re -
co rded  one  s tabb i ng 
mu rde r a l l  o f  l a s t 
yea r –  t ha t  o f  a  man 
whose  a t ta c ke r ran 
to  t he  po l i c e  s ta t i o n 
a f te r comm i t t i ng  t he 
ac t.
He re ,  gun - to t i ng 

and  mas ked  i n t im -
i da t i o n  a re  a s  fo r-
e i g n  a s  p i ped  wa te r , 
I n te r ne t  acce s s  and 

p rope r road s .
So when  two gun -

men  he l d  up an  ex-
cava to r d r i ve r two 
week s  ago and 
s t u f fed  a  page - l ong 
demand o f  $ 1 00 , 000 
fo r t n i g h t l y –  “co r-
po ra t i o n  o r s l a ta ra -
t i o n ”  –  i n to  h i s  pa lm , 
i t  b rough t  wo r k to 
a  g r i nd i ng  ha l t  and 
d i s appo i n tmen t ,  fea r 
and  anx i e t y s e t t l ed 
ove r t h e  commun i t y.
Tr i n i t y v i l l e ,  how-

eve r,  i s  one  o f  few 
commun i t i e s  h i t  by a 
l o ng - s tand i ng  c r im -
i na l  s t ra tegy t ha t 
ha s  fo r yea rs  c r i p -
p l ed  deve l opmen t 
and  co s t  mas s i ve 
l o s s  o f  l i ve s  i n  some 
o f  J ama i ca ’s  poo re s t 
commun i t i e s .
F rom l a rge r gov-

e r nmen t  and  p r i -
va te  p ro j e c t s  s u ch 
a s  H i ghway 2000 , 
imp rovemen t  on  t he 
Mande l a  H i ghway, 
Po r t i a  S imp son  M i l l -
e r Squa re ,  wo r k on 
t he  O ld  Ha rbou r by-
pa s s ,  and  con s t r u c-
t i o n  p ro j e c t s  a t  T he 
Un i ve rs i t y o f  t h e 
Wes t  I nd i e s ,  G l eane r 
s to r i e s  ove r t h e  l a s t 
decade  have  ch ron i -
c l ed  t he  b l oody t ra i l 
l e f t  beh i nd  by c r im -
i na l s  who p rey on 
con s t r u c t i o n  s i te s , 
b r i ng i ng  dea t h  to 
re s i s tance .
Homeowne rs  no t 

spa red
Con t rac to rs  a t 

apa r tmen t  comp l ex-
e s ,  T he  Wh i te  Wa te r 
Hou s i ng  P ro j e c t ,  and 
Un i on s  E s ta te  i n  S t 
Ca t he r i n e  we re  a l s o 
favou red  ta rge t s 
ove r t h e  yea rs ,  and 
homeowne rs  –  l i ke 
some i n  Po r tmo re ,  S t 
Ca t he r i n e  –  a re  no t 
spa red  by hood l ums 
mak i ng  demands  a s 
t hey make  add i t i o n s 
to  t he i r dwe l l i n g s .
Some p ro j e c t s ,  l i ke 

c l ean i ng  wo r k i n  t h e 
Sou t h  and  No r t h 
Gu l l y i n  Mon tego 
Bay,  S t  J ames ,  come 
sea sona l l y,  and  have 
a t t ra c ted  s e t  pe r-
pe t ra to rs  ove r t h e 
yea rs .  Gu l l y c l ea r i ng 
i n  s ec t i o n s  o f  Bu l l 
Bay,  R i ve r ton  and 
Seav i ew Ga rden s  i n 
t h e  Co rpo ra te  A rea 
have  a l s o  been  ta r-
ge t s ,  a cco rd i ng  to 
t he  con t rac to rs .
T he  b i gge r t h e  s i te , 

t h e  b i gge r t h e  de -
mand .  And  t he  b i g -
ge r t h e  demand ,  t h e 
heav i e r t h e  hand s  o f 
c r im i na l  o rgan i s a -
t i o n s ,  who some t ime s 
engage  i n  dead l y 
r i va l r i e s  w i t h  each 
o t he r fo r l oo t s  o f 
upwa rd s  o f  $ 1 00 , 000 
week l y,  o r an  e s t i -
ma ted  40  pe r cen t  o f 
con s t r u c t i o n  co s t s  i n 
some l o ca t i o n s ,  t h e 
con t rac to rs  a rgued .

‘Bounty or blood’ - Decades of 
extortion crippling Jamaica’s 

construction industry

Superintendent Allison Byfield, head of the St. Thomas Police Division.
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(BBC): Huge crowds 
have turned out in Myan-
mar’s capital Nay Pyi Taw 
for the funeral of a young 
woman killed in protests 
against a military coup. 
Mya Thwe Thwe Khaing 
was shot in the head 
just before her twenti-
eth birthday, the first of 
at least three people to 
die in the protests. Thou-
sands lined the streets to 
honour her, some making 
the three-fingered salutes 
used by demonstrators.
The military overthrew 

the elected government 
earlier this month. Prom-
ises to hold early elec-
tions have failed to satisfy 
protesters, who are also 
seeking the release of 
the elected leader Aung 

San Suu Kyi and other 
members of her Nation-
al League for Democracy 
(NLD) party. The military 
alleges the NLD’s land-
slide election win last year 
was fraudulent but has 
not provided proof.
Mya Thwe Thwe Khaing, 

a supermarket worker, 
was injured when police 
tried to disperse protest-
ers earlier this month. She 
was kept on life support 
for ten days but died on 
Friday. She has become 
a focal point for demon-
strators, with her image 
often displayed by peo-
ple resisting the coup. Her 
coffin was driven through 
the streets in a black and 
gold hearse, accompa-
nied by hundreds of mo-

torbikes.
Protesters took to the 

streets across the country 
again on Sunday, despite 
the previous day seeing 
the worst violence yet in 
weeks of protests. Two 
protesters were shot dead 
when police used live 
ammunition to disperse 
crowds. The deaths 
brought widespread con-
demnation, with UN Sec-
retary General Antonio 
Guterres saying: “The use 
of lethal force, intimidation 
and harassment against 
peaceful demonstrators is 
unacceptable.”
Also on Sunday, the wife 

of prominent actor Lu Min 
said he had been arrest-
ed after posting a video 
denouncing the military 

leadership.
The two-week-old civil 

disobedience movement 
in Myanmar now has its 
martyrs - represented in 
posters, paintings and 
cartoons at rallies which 
have continued to take 
place across the country. 
Their deaths will inflame 
public anger against the 
military government, but 
remind people too of the 
cost of resisting it. The 
plan now is to escalate 
the daily protests into a 
nationwide general strike, 
starting next week. This 
must damage an econo-
my which is already suffer-
ing from the COVID pan-
demic - but its effect on 
the generals who seized 
power is harder to predict.

Huge crowds mourn Myanmar 
woman killed in protests

(Russian Times): A third 
COVID-19 vaccine has been reg-
istered in Russia, the country’s 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin 
announced on Saturday morning. 
The drug, dubbed CoviVac, has 
been developed by the Chumakov 
Scientific Center in Moscow.
The new formula, which has yet 

to complete phase three trials, 
uses the most traditional technol-
ogy out of all of the Russian-made 
anti-coronavirus solutions. Covi-
Vac is a whole virus vaccine that 
contains either weakened or de-
activated strains of the infection, 
cultivated specifically for its pro-
duction.
Its developers have previously 

said that the vast majority of vac-

cines worldwide have been built 
on this technology and using it 
against the COVID-19 pandemic 
was a viable option.
The pilot batch of 120,000 doses 

is expected to become available 
for Russia’s public in mid-March, 
Mishustin stated. The developers 
are also seeking to export the 
vaccine to other countries, follow-
ing in the footsteps of the Gama-
leya Center’s pioneering Sputnik V. 
The virus sample used to cre-

ate the vaccine was collected 
from a COVID-19 patient hospi-
talized in the Moscow region, the 
head of Chumakov Center, Aidar 
Ishmukhametov, revealed back in 
December. The sample turned out 
to be both bold and ‘cooperative’ 

enough to thrive in the labora-
tory, providing scientists with the 
material needed to produce the 
vaccine.
The first coronavirus vaccine 

registered by Russia, Sputnik V, re-
lies on a unique two-vector human 
adenovirus technology. Basically, 
coronavirus particles are insert-
ed into a weakened adenovirus, 
which is a genetically modified flu 
virus that cannot reproduce in the 
human body. It then triggers the 
required immunity reaction. Sput-
nik V uses two different adenoviral 
vectors for the first and second 
dose and is more effective de-
fense compared to other vaccines 
that use the same vector for both 
shots.

Russ ia announces deve lopment of 
th i rd ant i -COVID vaccine

cont’d on pg 20
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(BBC): All adults in the 
UK will be offered their first 
dose of a coronavirus vac-
cine by the end of July, the 
prime minister has pledged.
More than seventeen 

million people have been 
given a jab since the UK’s 
COVID vaccine rollout be-
gan in December 2020.
But Boris Johnson said he 

now wants the programme 
to “go further and faster.”
He said the July target 

would allow vulnerable 
people to be protected 
“sooner” and would help 
to further ease lockdown 
rules across the country. 
NHS England chief execu-
tive Sir Simon Stevens said 
there were “early signs” the 
vaccine rollout was con-
tributing to a fall in hospital 
admissions.
The PM is due to hold 

a final meeting with se-

nior ministers about how 
to ease England’s lock-
down later, before he sets 
out the full “road map” on 
Monday.
A speedy rollout of the 

vaccine to all vulnerable 
people is seen as critical 
to reducing the pandem-
ic’s death toll and relieving 
pressure on the NHS.
The government’s pre-

vious target was to offer 
all adults the first dose by 
September.
The new plan means 

that by 15th April, all adults 
aged fifty and over, as well 
as younger people with 
underlying health condi-
tions that put them at high-
er risk, should have been 
offered a jab.
However, the order of 

priority for under-50s has 
yet to be outlined by the 
Joint Committee on Vac-

cination and Immunization 
(JCVI). Prof Adam Finn, a 
member of the JCVI, said 
he expected that a public 
announcement would be 
made on vaccine priorities 
at some point in the next 
week. He told BBC Break-
fast: “The strategy from 
JCVI that’s being provided 
as advice to the govern-
ment is just being finalized 
at the moment, and then 
government will make their 
decision as to how to do 
this during the coming 
days, so I think there’ll be 
some kind of public an-
nouncement around that in 
the next week or so.”
The speedier rollout of 

the vaccine is likely to 
raise expectations - and 
pressure - for a swifter un-
locking in England, but the 
government is still talking 
the language of caution. 
Senior ministers will final-
ize the plan today before 

it is presented to the wider 
Cabinet for approval to-
day. It is unlikely that any 
restrictions will change 
before 8th March, when 
the government hopes to 
get all children back into 
schools. The prime minister 
has long said that is his top 
priority.
But it is likely that a small 

tweak will be made from 
that date to allow people 
to meet one other person 
outdoors for social pur-
poses rather than just for 
exercise. A Downing Street 
source said this would be 
the beginning of allowing 
people to meet each other 
for socializing once again 
as the government recog-
nized the impact of not 
seeing loved ones.
It is understood various 

options - which could in-
clude reintroducing the rule 
of six - are being consid-
ered for the weeks beyond.

All UK adults to be offered jab by 31st July – PM

The second jab, the Epi-
VacCorona developed 
by the Siberia-based 
Vector Institute, uses 
synthesized particles of 
the virus instead. They 
are put into the human 
body by carrier pro-
teins. Unlike some for-
eign competitors, all the 
Russian-made vaccines, 
including the brand new 
CoviVac, can be stored 
in regular refrigerators, 
which greatly facilitates 
the logistics and distri-
bution of the shots.
More Russian an-

ti-coronavirus vaccines 
are expected to be un-
veiled in the future. All in 
all, over twenty various 
COVID-19 jabs are under 
development in Russian 

scientific centers, ac-
cording to figures from 
the country’s consum-
er protection watchdog 
Rospotrebnadzor.
The pioneering Sput-

nik V has already been 
approved for emergen-
cy use in multiple coun-
tries across the world. 
San Marino became the 
thirtieth nation to green-
light it, Russia’s RDIF sov-
ereign wealth fund, which 
bankrolled its develop-
ment, said on Friday. At 
least ten million doses of 
the vaccine have been 
produced already. The 
scale of EpiVacCorona’s 
production has been 
more modest so far, with 
around 80,000 doses 
made available.

cont’d from pg 19
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(BBC): The daughters of 
assassinated US black civ-
il rights leader Malcolm X 
have requested that the 
murder investigation be re-
opened in light of new ev-
idence.
They cite a deathbed let-

ter from a man who was 
a policeman at the time 
of the 1965 killing, alleging 
New York police and the 
FBI conspired in the mur-
der.
Raymond Wood wrote his 

responsibility was to ensure 
Malcolm X’s security team 
were arrested days before 
he was shot dead in Man-
hattan, his family says.
Three men were convict-

ed of the murder.
The men - all members of 

the Nation of Islam politi-
cal and religious movement 
- were each sentenced to 

life in prison. One of them 
has since died, while the 
other two have been pa-
roled.
By the time he was 

gunned down, Malcolm 
X - who was at one time 
seen as a public face of 
the Nation of Islam but 
then left the movement - 
had moderated his militant 
message of black separat-
ism. However, he remained 
a passionate advocate of 
black unity, self-respect 
and self-reliance. 
In 2020, the Manhattan 

district attorney launched 
a review of the convictions 
after meeting represen-
tatives of the Innocence 
Project, a non-profit legal 
group campaigning for jus-
tice for individuals it says 
have been wrongly con-
victed.

The letter says the New 
York Police Department 
(NYPD) and the FBI (Fed-
eral Bureau of Investiga-
tion) covered up details of 
the assassination on 21st 
February 1965 in Harlem’s 
Audubon Ballroom, Upper 
Manhattan, according to 
Wood’s family and their 
lawyer.
Wood alleges that he 

was tasked with making 
sure that Malcolm X would 
have no door security in 
the building where he was 
due to speak in public.
At a press briefing on 

Saturday, Wood’s family 
members provided no de-
tails about how and when 
Raymond Wood died. But 
they said he did not want 
to make the letter public 
until after his death, fear-
ing repercussions from the 

authorities.
“Any evidence that pro-

vides greater insight into 
the truth behind that ter-
rible tragedy should be 
thoroughly investigated,” 
said Ilyasah Shabazz, one 
of Malcolm X’s daughters.
In a statement, the NYPD 

said: “Several months ago, 
the Manhattan district at-
torney initiated a review 
of the investigation and 
prosecution that resulted 
in two convictions for the 
murder of Malcolm X. The 
NYPD has provided all 
available records relevant 
to that case to the district 
attorney. The department 
remains committed to as-
sist with that review in any 
way.”
The FBI has so far made 

no public comment on the 
issue.

Malco lm X fami ly demands 
reopening of murder invest igat ion

Assasinated US black civil rights leader Malcolm X
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QUICK CROSSWORD

Garfield

Quick crossword  no 15,698
Across
5 Clown in a diamond-patterned costume (9)
8 Member of an ancient Christian church in Egypt (4)
9 (Of a face) sprouting hair (8)
10 Slider over ice (6)
11 Felt hat with an indented crown (6)
13 Smoked ham (6)
15 Bob (6)
16 Ate greedily (8)
18 Under tension (4)
19 With a low neckline (9)

Down
1 Handyman (8)
2 Not so fast (6)
3 Force liquid out as a jet (6)
4 Exploit — white liquid (4)
6 Betting agent (9)
7 Ballet posture, on one leg (9)
12 Nettle (8)
14 Limited (6)
15 Prolonged a�ectionate embrace (6)
17 Heed (4)

1 2 3 4

5

6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19

Dilbert

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and 
logic.

How to play

DAILY COMICS SUDOKU

Cathy
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LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

GEMINI | May 21-June 20

SCORPIO Oct. | 23-Nov. 21

SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

CAPRICORN | Dec. 22-Jan. 19

AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

A project could be successfully com-
pleted today, Aries. Discussions may 
already be taking place about the 
next one, but you aren’t inclined to 
think about that, at least not right 
away.

If you’re involved in the study of a 
particular subject, Taurus, today you 
might want to bury yourself in your 
books and learn as much as you can. 
This is good, because your concentra-
tion is especially good.

This isn’t the day to make investments, 
Gemini. You may read in the paper 
or online about some hot new stocks, 
but be very careful. If you’re interest-
ed, consult a professional before in-
vesting money.

Are you expecting an important com-
munication, perhaps business related, 
Scorpio? If it comes today, it will prob-
ably come late. If you feel you must sit 
around and wait for it, find something 
else to do in the meantime.

A check you’ve been expecting to re-
ceive by mail will probably be delayed, 
Sagittarius. It’s nothing to worry about. 
Chances are it got hung up at the post 
office and will arrive soon. Don’t waste 
your time worrying needlessly.

You may not be your usual cheery self 
today, Capricorn. Gloom may have 
come over you. You may doubt every-
thing that happens in your life. No mat-
ter how promising a career, romance, or 
money matter seems, you think the worst.

Happy memories of a beloved grand-
parent may float to the surface today, 
Aquarius, and you may wonder why. 
Something or someone you’ve en-
countered in the past few days may 
have reminded you of this person.

A meeting may take place today that 
you don’t want to attend, Pisces. It 
could be long and boring, but you 
should still make the effort to listen. 
Colleagues will want to discuss the 
issues with you afterward.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

CANCER | June 21-July 22

LEO | July 23-Aug. 22

Does a love partner appear to 
be moody today, Cancer? One 
moment your friend may be en-
thusiastic and optimistic about the 
future, and the next moment over-
come with gloom.

Are you working two jobs, Leo? To-
day one could demand a lot of you, 
probably at the expense of the oth-
er. You tend to be very conscientious 
and responsible, so this might bother 
you, but don’t let it get to you.

LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

The urge to stay in and rearrange 
your furniture might hit you today, Li-
bra. You may want to clean out the 
shelves in your kitchen, add some new 
knickknacks, or rearrange your books 
into specific classifications.

VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

Your natural urge to innovate may 
seem to have vanished today, Virgo. 
You may not feel like doing anything 
outside of routine tasks that you can 
do automatically. You’re suffering from 
low biorhythms.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag
Tell us what’s happening in your community.

CLOSURE NOTICE
The Ministry of Education, Sports & Creative Industries announces 
the closure of its headquarters in the Government Office Complex 
on Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd February, 2021. The closure 
is to facilitate the sanitization of workspaces, in the interest of the 
health and safety of employees and members of the general pub-
lic. Regular hours of operation will resume on Wednesday 24th 
February, 2021. Any inconvenience caused is deeply regretted.

CHSS DARE TO D.E.A.R. BOOK DRIVE 2020
Clare Hall Secondary School is inviting past Clarehalites, enter-
tainers, radio personalities and the general public to  participate 
in its DARE to D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read) Book Drive 
2020. Send us a video recording about your favourite book and 
donate a copy or multiple copies of that book to our school library. 
Give us  a call at 462-3487 or mail us at admin@chss.edu.ag.  
The book drive culminates in December 2020.  We DARE you to 
D.E.A.R  with us and help us promote literacy amongst our stu-
dents.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
A.D. 2021

Instructed by the ANTIGUA AND 
BARBUDA DEVELOPMENT BANK of 27 
St. Mary’s Street, in the City of Saint John, 
in the State of Antigua and Barbuda, I 
will sell by public auction on Tuesday 23 
February 2021 at 12:00 p.m. on site, the 
under mentioned property owned by the 
late Mr. John Richards of Five Islands, St. 
John’s, Antigua.

The property is located at Five Islands, St. 
John’s, Antigua and consists of a parcel 
of land of an area of approximately 
6,534 sq. ft. with a single storey two (2) 
bedroom, one (1) bathroom residential 
dwelling of wooden and masonry walls 
thereon of an area offering approximately 
862 sq. ft. of living space.
 
The service lines for potable water, 
electricity and telephone which are 
provided by A.P.U.A are accessible to the 
property.

The land is registered under the 
Registered Land Act, 1975 as follows:-
REGISTRATION SECTION: Five Islands 
BLOCK: 54 1292E
PARCEL: 8

Parcel No. 8 of Block No. 54 1292E is 
bounded by the following:
On the North by: Parcel 167   ;
On the South by: Parcel 9       ; 
On the East by: Public Road;
On the West by: Parcel 7       ;

Particulars of the sale can be obtained 
from:
Mr. Trevor ‘Teddy’ Santos
Licensed Auctioneer
Office: (268) 562-7653
Cell & WhatsApp: (268) 464-7653
Email: info@go-going-gone.com
Instagram: tts_auction_antigua
Facebook: Auction Antigua

AUCTION SALE NOTICE
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

A.D. 2021

Instructed by the ANTIGUA AND 
BARBUDA DEVELOPMENT BANK 
of 27 St. Mary’s Street, in the City of 
Saint John, in the State of Antigua and 
Barbuda, I will sell by public auction on 
Tuesday 02 March 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 
on site, the under mentioned property 
owned by Ms. Laura Nicholas of Cedar 
Grove, St. John’s, Antigua.

The property is located at Mount 
Pleasant, St. John’s, Antigua and consists 
of a vacant parcel of land of an area 
of approximately 11,835.22 sq. ft. / 0.27 
Acre.

The service lines for potable water, 
electricity and telephone which are 
provided by A.P.U.A are accessible to 
the property.

The land is registered under the 
Registered Land Act, 1975 as follows:-
REGISTRATION SECTION: Hodges 
Bay & Thibous 
BLOCK: 43 1896A
PARCEL: 643

Parcel No. 643 of Block No. 43 1896A is 
bounded by the following:
On the North by: Parcel 560 ;
On the South by: Public Road; 
On the East by: Parcel 644 ;
On the West by: Parcel 642   

Particulars of the sale can be obtained 
from:
Mr. Trevor ‘Teddy’ Santos
Licensed Auctioneer
Office: (268) 562-7653
Cell & WhatsApp: (268) 464-7653
Email: info@go-going-gone.com
Instagram: tts_auction_antigua
Facebook: Auction Antigua

AUCTION SALE NOTICE
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Former West Indies cap-
tain Sir Clive Lloyd believes 
Kraigg Brathwaite should 
lead the West Indies Test 
squad against Sri Lanka.  
Lloyd said Brathwaite’s ex-
emplary leadership in the 
surprising 2-0 series win 
over Bangladesh earlier 
this month should not be 
ignored by the selectors. 
While pointing to present 
Test captain Jason Holder’s 
competency to continue in 
the role, Sir Clive said that 
in his view Brathwaite is 
slightly ahead to lead the 
side next month in their 
two-Test series against 
the Asian team. However, 

Sir Clive noted that both 
players bring much expe-
rience to the squad and 
if the selectors decide to 
make the change they 
should sit with both play-
ers and discuss the matter. 
The Guyanese said if he 
were the chief selector 
Brathwaite would definitely 
be his choice. “As a selec-
tor, it’s a beautiful position 
to be in,” said the seven-
ty-six-year-old. “I played a 
role in making Jason cap-
tain and he has had some 
good moments and some 
bad moments,” explained 
Sir Clive. 
Holder, who has been the 

captain since 2015, opt-
ed out of the Bangladesh 
tour, citing mental fatigue 
and concerns over the in-
tegrity of the bio-secure 
“bubble” for the series. The 
Barbadian was one of ten 
players declining selec-
tion, leading to a weak-
ened side being picked 
for both one-day and Test 
series.  The weakened fif-
teen-member Test squad 
contained four uncapped 
players and five others 
with less than ten Tests to 
their names. Brathwaite 
has received much praise 
throughout the region for 
his masterful leadership 

and handling of the team, 
in particular, his bowlers 
and aggressive field plac-
ing. 
Sir Clive, who led the re-
gional team to world 
championships in 1975 and 
1979, stated what made 
Brathwaite’s performance 
eye catching was lead-
ing a West Indies team 
was already complicated, 
but that leading such an 
inexperienced squad was 
a really difficult challenge 
that he conquered.  
Supporting his former 
teammate’s view is former 
West Indies wicket-keep-
er, Deryck Murray, who 
said selecting Brathwaite 
to remain captain should 
be given serious consid-
eration for the upcom-
ing series on the back of 
the team’s strong show-
ing against Bangladesh. 
Murray noted Brathwaite 
should not be discarded 
as captain automatically. 
Meanwhile, Sir Curtly Am-
brose, who failed in bid 
to land England’s bowl-
ing coach job recently, is 
of the view that Holder 
should maintain his posi-
tion as captain. 
Supporting Sir Curtly is 
former West Indies fast 
bowler Ian Bradshaw who 
is not in favour of replac-
ing his fellow Barbadi-
an just yet, and believes 
questions regarding the 
player’s state of mind must 
be cleared up. 
Bradshaw said that, pro-
vided Holder is in a good 
mental state, he should 
resume his duties leading 
the squad.

Sir Clive Lloyd says Brathwaite’s 
exemplary leadership cannot be ignored

Former West Indies captain Sir Clive Lloyd
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West Indies women’s 
team head coach Court-
ney Walsh is happy with the 
talent he witnessed during 
the Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) recently conclud-
ed training camp at the 
Coolidge Cricket Ground. 
The former West Indies 

fast bowler said that he 
had the opportunity to su-
pervise twenty-four players 
who participated in the ex-
ercise that focused on the 

basics and the mental as-
pect of the game. 
Walsh said he was sur-

prised that a number of 
the players had never been 
exposed to some of the 
basic drills they conduct-
ed and was happy that 
he had the opportunity to 
demonstrate new methods 
to the participants.  
The Jamaican said 

the players played two 
50-overs and one 40-overs 

training games, giving 
them the opportunity to 
get some time on the field. 
The former Bangladesh 
bowling coach said there 
is much work to be done 
physically and mentally to 
be competitive at the high-
est level. 
“We need the regional 

tournament to be played 
and more international 
tours to assist the players 
with their development,” 

said Walsh. 
“The team is being repro-

cessed and not necessarily 
rebuilt,” Walsh stated. “The 
ladies need to play more 
cricket and the coaching 
staff will be in communi-
cation with the territorial 
boards to make sure pro-
grammes are put in place 
to keep the ladies in good 
condition leading up to the 
next camp.”

West Indies women’s coach 
Walsh happy with camp
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National sprinter 
Soniya Jones left the 
island on 1st January 2021 
for the United States on 
an athletic scholarship. 
Jones, who is the 

daughter of former 
national athletes Sonya 
Williams and Evans 
‘Jawaki’ Jones, has 
represented Antigua 
and Barbuda at World 
Juniors Under-20 and 
Youth Olympics at the 
age of fifteen years old 
in 2018. 
The All Saints native 

won silver in the 60m 
indoors 2019 at the World 
Prestigious Melrose 
Indoors Championship. 
Jones, a graduate of 
the Princesses Margaret 
School (PMS) where 
she graduated with 
eight CXCs, also has a 
CARIFTA Games bronze 
medal. 
With personal best 

times of 11.49 in the 
100m and 24.1 in the 
200m, Jones is presently 
the nation’s top female 
sprinter. Now at Central 

Arizona College the 
sprint star has settled in 
well, both on the track 
and in class. Still yet to 
compete because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
Jones has been involved 
in intense training since 
3rd January adjusting 
to the cold weather 
and regular training on 
campus. 
The world has been hit 

financially by COVID-19 
and universities and 
colleges across the 
United States are no 
different which has led to 
Central Arizona hosting 
a twenty-one-day 
fundraising campaign 
for their athletes. Each 
athlete, including Jones, 
is requested to raise 
a minimum of $500.00 
US, to assist with their 
studies and athletic 
participation. 
Persons can log on to 

Central Arizona athletic 
website to make a 
donation. Jones’ first 
official race will be in 
March.

National sprinter settles into college life

National sprinter Soniya Jones

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF HEADQUARTERS AND REGISTRATION UNITS
The Antigua and Barbuda Electoral Commission (ABEC) wishes to advise the general public that a relative of a member of staff at 
ABEC’s Headquarters has tested positive for COVID-19. The staff member and other family members, have all tested negative and 
have not been in contact with the afflicted relative. However, out of an abundance of caution, the office’s Headquarters on Queen Eliz-
abeth Highway and all Registration Units will be closed for one-week, effective Monday,22nd February to Friday, 26th February 2021. 
We encourage the general public to continue to adhere to all established COVID-19 protocols in minimizing the spread of the disease.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

GOT NEWS?
Send your news stories to

news@pointville.ag
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Coordinator of Schools 
football within the Ministry 
of Sports, Rowan ‘Porridge’ 
Benjamin, believes the decision 
to open up recreational 
sports before competitive 

sports was a mistake. 
“We got it wrong in the 

first instance,” Benjamin 
explained on the PointeFM 
Touchline programme last 
week Wednesday. “The 

move should have 
been to open up 
competitive sports 

first which would have been 
more organized and easier 
to control.”
Porridge, as he is 

affectionately called in the 
sports fraternity, expressed 
his satisfaction that the 
government has halted 
recreational sports and 
hopes that when the issue 
is revisited the move will be 
towards opening competitive 
sports first. 
“When you have recreational 

sports within the communities, 
who supervises the action, 
and can you stop individuals 
from showing up from all over 
and participating?” Benjamin 
noted, “What needed to 
happen is the protocols are 
sent by the world governing 
bodies to the individual 
associations and federations, 
who will tweak it to suit their 
environment, then submit it 
to the health authorities for 
approval, before passing 
it on to clubs who will then 
organize and manage their 

training sessions under the 
protocols with small groups in 
training.”
Porridge said that opening 

up recreational sports was 
always going to fail because 
of the difficulty in managing 
the numbers. 
Highly respected sports 

administrator, Lucaso 
Brumant, who was also a 
guest on the programme, 
supported Benjamin’s view 
but questioned his role as 
coordinator within the ministry 
in arriving at the original 
decision of opening up 
recreational sports first. 
“As a coordinator of school’s 

football isn’t he part of the 
decision-making team; was 
he not consulted?” Brumant 
asked. “Hopefully, with the 
anticipated arrival of vaccines 
and the government’s target 
to inoculate the entire 
population within two months, 
sports will slowly make its 
way back competitively later 
in the year.”
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“We got it wrong in the first 
instance” - Benjamin

Rowan ‘Porridge’ Benjamin Coordinator of Schools football


