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For mos t of the 
pas t ten months , 
the peop le of An-
t igua and Barbuda 
have demons t ra ted 
a leve l  of d i sc ip l i ne 
tha t has won them 
the acc la im of gov-
ernment of f i c ia l s 
and the admi ra t ion 
of those look ing on 
f rom beyond our 
shores .
There have been 

w idespread accep-
tance and adher-
ence to the hea l th 
pro toco l s as in t ro-
duced by the Min-
i s t ry of Hea l th to 
curb the spread of 
the COVID-19 v i -
rus .  We a l l  endured 
the measures of a 
t igh t lockdown of 
the count ry f rom 
the end of March 
las t year th rough to 
Apr i l .  Many fe l t  tha t 
i t  was necessary for 
the i r very su rv i va l 
so they adhered to 
the hea l th pro toco l s 
w i thou t comp la in t.
Lock ing down of 

the count ry may 
have he lped to 
curb the spread of 
the v i rus ,  bu t i t  a l so 
brought mos t bus i -
ness ac t i v i t i e s to 
a ha l t.  I n  a coun-
t ry as heav i l y de-
pendent on tour i sm 
and the prov i s ion 
of o ther serv ices as 
Ant igua and Barbu-
da i s ,  c los ing the 
count ry ’s borders 
and s ign i f i can t l y re-

duc ing the hours of 
bus iness have had a 
deb i l i ta t i ng impact 
on these bus inesses 
as we l l  as the over-
a l l  economy.
When the govern-

ment dec ided to re-
open the borders by 
1 s t June 2020 ,  i t  d id 
so fu l l y cogn izan t 
tha t such a move 
wou ld expose the 
count ry to h igher 
ra tes of i n fec t ion i f 
no t managed prop-
er l y.  Government 
of f i c ia l s repeated-
ly s ta ted tha t they 
mus t reopen the 
borders and they 
therefore p laced 
much emphas i s on 
‘manag ing the cr i -
s i s . ’
Desp i te the fears 

and apprehens ion , 
fo r the mos t par t 
Ant igua and Bar-
buda has done a 
cred i tab le job in 
manag ing the v i rus , 
even as i t  opened i t s 
borders much soon-
er than mos t o ther 
Car ibbean s ta tes . 
When one cons id-
ers what i s  happen-
ing in severa l  o ther 
te r r i to r ie s ,  res iden t s 
can fee l  tha t they 
have done we l l .
The government 

has rema ined reso-
lu te in  s t i ck ing to the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
of hea l th au thor i -
t i e s loca l ,  reg iona l , 
and in te rnat iona l . 
At tempts to po l i t i -

c i ze the i s sue have 
not succeeded as 
many see the pro-
toco l s as be ing in 
the in te res t of ev-
eryone.
However,  there 

are t roub l i ng s igns 
tha t perhaps there 
i s a grow ing sense 
of pro toco l -fa t igue 
creep ing in among 
some in the soc ie ty. 
Many en ter ta inment 
and re la ted bus i -
nesses are open ly 
f lou t i ng the regu-
la t ions a t a t ime 
when the number 
of conf i rmed cases 
i s r i s i ng da i l y.  The 
number i s a t one 
hundred and n ine-
two at las t coun t, 
and ac t i ve cases 
have been above 
twenty for the pas t 
week .
The number of 

ac t i ve cases i s im-
por tan t because 
th i s i s  what de ter-
m ines where Ant i -
gua and Barbuda 
i s p laced by oth-
er coun t r ie s when 
they do the i r r i s k 
assessment.  More 
than twenty ac t i ve 
cases pu t Ant igua 
and Barbuda as a 
‘ h igh r i s k ’  coun t ry 
accord ing New York 
s ta te c lass i f i ca t ion 
as an examp le .
The governments 

of the Un i ted K ing-
dom , the Un i ted 
S ta tes and Cana-
da have in t roduced 

new measures for 
a l l  t rave le rs en ter-
i ng the i r borders . 
Ant iguans and Bar-
budans w i sh ing to 
v i s i t  these coun-
t r i e s wou ld have to 
ab ide by these new 
ru les .
I t  i s  therefore in -

cumbent on a l l  res -
iden t s of Ant igua 
and Barbuda to ad-
here to the hea l th 
pro toco l s as se t 
ou t by the Min i s t ry 
of Hea l th .  Th i s i s  i n 
everybody ’s i n te r-
es t.  The las t th ing 
anyone wants i s  fo r 
the number of cases 
to inc rease sharp ly, 
fo rc ing the govern-
ment to in t roduce 
tougher measures , 
and poss ib ly anoth-
er lockdown .
Th i s i s  a t ime for 

ser ious ref lec t ion , 
a t ime to th ink of 
the nat iona l  good 
and not immed ia te 
or persona l  gra t i f i -
ca t ion .
COVID-19 i s rea l ! 

I t s impact on the 
economy i s rea l  and 
i t  requ i res a nat ion-
a l  ef fo r t to keep the 
spread of the v i rus 
i n  check .  The nat ion 
needs a l l  of us to 
answer th i s impor t-
an t ca l l !  “A word 
to the w i se i s su f-
f i c ien t ; ” and as o ld 
peop le wou ld say, 
“Who nah hear,  w i l l 
fee l ! ”

A WORD TO THE WISE!
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The recent uptick in the number 
of people becoming infected with 
COVID-19 is a growing concern for 
the Ministry of Health and other 
officials in the government.
In fact, the government has issued 

a warning that should the numbers 
continue to rise it may have no 
other choice but to institute another 
lockdown of the country. Currently, 
the positive cases are increasing at 
a rate of two every other day, but 
should this figure increase to three 
active cases over a seven-day pe-
riod, the government would have 
no other course of action but to 
order the lockdown.
The stern warning comes from 

Information Minister Melford Nich-
olas at Thursday’s post-Cabinet 
press briefing who stated that the 
government is very concerned with 
the way many bars and restaurants 
continue to flout the regulations. 

“The regulations are as good as 
they are enforced or practiced! We 
continue to lament the behaviour 
of some individuals and business 
establishments in respect of their 
‘gay abandon’ regarding cluster-
ing and social distancing,” he ex-
plained.
As a first step, the Central Board 

of Health, accompanied by the 
police, will undertake inspections 
of these establishments known to 
have breached the protocols in the 
past. “These places will be specifi-
cally revisited and numbers will be 
allocated to state the maximum 
number of persons allowed in the 
establishment at any given time. 
These number will be displayed 
openly at the business so that both 
patrons and law enforcement offi-
cers will be able to make an as-
sessment to determine whether or 
not there are any breaches,” Nich-

olas declared.
According to the minister the 

police are empowered to close a 
business if it is found to be in viola-
tion of the regulations. He warned 
that there will also be attendant 
penalties for businesses found in 
breach of the regulations.
Nicholas also addressed the on-

going complaint that the govern-
ment is taking a harder line on 
returning nationals than any oth-
er group. He said the government 
was aware that there would be 
an increase in infection due to the 
increases in visitors and returning 
nationals, but returning nationals 
pose a particular risk because they 
mingle with the local population 
and have caused further infections.
He added that this is one rea-

son why the government is strictly 
enforcing the quarantine regime to 
curb the spread of the virus.

Tougher anti-COVID measures coming

The Antigua and Barbu-
da government is putting 
together a set of propos-
als for presentation to oth-
er Caribbean governments 
to resolve the outstanding 
severance payment issue 
for former LIAT staff.
Information Minister Mel-

ford Nicholas said the Cab-
inet recognizes that the air-
line is not in a position to 

pay severance to its former 
staff due to its own finan-
cial problems. Nonetheless, 
the Cabinet agreed that a 
moral obligation exists to 
pay severance to former 
LIAT employees throughout 
the countries where LIAT 
once operated. 
“The Government of Anti-

gua and Barbuda will make 
a special plea to all region-

al governments, through 
the Administrator appoint-
ed by the Court under the 
amended Bankruptcy law, 
to make payments to their 
nationals after negotiations 
with the several unions that 
represented the LIAT work-
ers,” Nicholas explained.
According to the Infor-

mation Minister, the gov-
ernment is finalizing the 
proposals for submission to 
the other CARICOM gov-
ernments. “We feel that the 
proposals are something 
which the other govern-
ments can match that can 
provide some amelioration 
for the former employees,” 
he added.
In addition to payments 

in cash and other systems 
of value, the Antigua and 
Barbuda Government will 
be offering scholarships to 
The University of the West 

Indies Five Islands Cam-
pus to nationals who once 
worked for LIAT in Antigua 
and Barbuda, in order to 
enable them to ‘re-tool.’
Nicholas also noted that 

the government will lever-
age its relationship with the 
university to arrange for 
special scholarships as part 
of the package for those 
former employees who may 
decide to take that option.
The minister said the 

package is something which 
he hopes the workers will 
welcome. “This is a work in 
progress but we feel that 
those employees who have 
been severed and who do 
not see an immediate pros-
pect for the return to full 
employment may see this 
as good news until a full 
resolution of the LIAT issue 
is done,” he remarked.

‘Moral obligation’ to assist former LIAT staff



LOCAL NEWS PAGE 4FRIDAY, 22 JANUARY, 2021

A new Mercy Commit-
tee has been appointed in 
accordance with the pro-
visions of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Constitution.
The committee, which 

goes by the official name, 
the “Advisory Commit-
tee on the Prerogative 
of Mercy,” is headed by 
Attorney General and 
Minister of Legal Affairs, 
Steadroy Benjamin. It also 
consists of the Chief Med-
ical Officer Dr. Rhonda 
Sealy-Thomas, Solicitor 
General Martin Cama-
cho, Head of the Prison 
Visiting Committee Bishop 
Charlesworth Browne, and 
Jerry-Ann Francis. 
The functions of the 

committee are spelt out 
in Section 86 of the Con-
stitution. It reads in part: 
“Where an offender has 
been sentenced to death 
by any court for an of-
fence against any law, 
the Minister shall cause a 
written report of the case 
from the trial judge (or 

the Chief Justice, if a re-
port from the trial judge 
cannot be obtained) to-
gether with such other 
information derived from 
the record of the case or 
elsewhere as the Minister 
may require, to be taken 
into consideration at a 
meeting of the Advisory 
Committee.
“(2) The Minister may 

consult with the Advisory 
Committee before ten-
dering any advice to the 
Governor-General under 
section 84(2) of this Con-
stitution in any case not 
falling within subsection (1) 
of this section.
“(3) The Minister shall not 

be obliged in any case to 
act in accordance with 
the advice of the Advisory 
Committee.
“(4) The Advisory Com-

mittee may regulate its 
own procedure.”
The committee’s ap-

pointment runs from 19th 
January 2021 to January 
2023.

New Mercy Commit tee appointed

A charitable organiza-
tion, established less than 
a year ago, has made a 
donation to the Golden 
Grove Primary School of 
one hundred and seven-
ty-six dry erase markers 
and four fans, with the 
support of Townhouse Fur-
nishings.
The group—Ribbit Hole 

Family—was formed last 
year August and its mem-
bers are committed to 
making a positive impact 

on the community. 
At a brief handing over 

ceremony, President of the 
Rabbit Hole Family Dale 
Mercury, indicated that the 
members felt it important 
to donate to the school in 
the community where they 
regularly socialize.  
“Our members felt that 

their first community dona-
tion should be a youth cen-
tered project in recognition 
that young people are the 
future of the community, 

and by extension the na-
tion.  Continued positive 
national growth depends 
on our youth fulfilling their 
growth and have a bright 
future,” he remarked.
In accepting the do-

nation, Principal Tamika 
Christian expressed thanks 
to the members of the 
Rabbit Hole Family.  She 
noted that the supplies 
were timely, highlighting the 
contribution of the fans to 
improved ventilation during 

the masked class sessions 
and the teachers benefit-
ting from the learning re-
sources (markers) supplied.  
The Rabbit Hole Fam-

ily was originally formed 
to raise funds to support 
a friend in need of medi-
cal care due to a vehicu-
lar accident. The members 
are a group of friends who 
patronize the Rabbit Hole 
Bar & Restaurant in Gold-
en Grove.

Newly formed charitable organization 
donates to Golden Grove primary

Dr. Rhonda Sealy-Thomas

Jerry-Ann Francis

Martin Camacho
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A man visiting Antigua 
from South Africa now 
owes the state $2,000 for 
violating the mandato-
ry curfew of 11:00 p.m. to 
5:00 a.m.
Twenty-nine-old Conrad 

Erbe was found walking 
along a road in English 
Harbour at around 1 a.m. 
on 20th January.
And having had no val-

id excuse for being on the 
street, he was arrested 
and charged.
He appeared before 

Magistrate Ngaio Eman-
uel-Edwards that very 

morning and not only did 
he claim to not be aware 
of the curfew restriction, 
but he also showed no re-
morse.
Noting that ignorance 

of the law is no excuse, 
the man was still penal-
ized.
Erbe, who is scheduled 

to leave the island on 27th 
January, was then fined 
$2,000 which he must pay 
on or before 25th January 
or spend three months 
behind bars.
In another case, Elpert 

Walker, a fifty-nine-year-

old groundsman at the 
Freetown Primary School, 
was also fined in the All 
Saints Magistrate’s Court 
for failing to wear a face 
mask.
He was warned both 

verbally and in writing 
by the school’s principal 
about his failure to wear 
mask.
And on 18th January, the 

principal took action by 
contacting the authorities 
when he was seen on the 
school compound during 
classes without his mask.
Walker now has to pay 

$500 in seven days or 
spend seven days in pris-
on.
Meanwhile, Pedro Var-

gas of De Souza Road 
and Hector Castro of 
Pigotts were reprimand-
ed and discharged for 
breaking the curfew.
They were stopped at 

around 11:30 p.m. while 
driving home from a bar 
on Factory Road on 17th 
January.
They told the court that 

on their way home, a tire 
punctured causing them 
to be on the road late.

Tourist, who says he did not 
know about the curfew, fined

OECS Heads of Gov-
ernment, including Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne 
accompanied by For-
eign Minister E.P Chet 
Greene, met remotely 
on Thursday in the 5th 
Special Meeting of the 
Authority with just two 
items on the agenda.
In a three-hour session 

under the chairman-
ship of Prime Minister 
of Dominica, Roosevelt 
Skerrit, the Heads de-
bated the relative merits 
of a proposal by Ecolog 
Inc for rapid testing in 
OECS airports; as well 
as the relative merits of 
the two candidates for 
the position of Director 
General of the Eastern 
Caribbean Civil Aviation 
Authority (ECCAA) who 
had been shortlisted by 
the ECCAA Board.
Several Heads were 

accompanied by their 

attorneys-general and 
by their senior ministers 
and health officials. The 
meeting also had the 
benefit of the input of 
Director of CARPHA, Dr 
Joy St John, who weighed 
in on the efficacy of the 
tests and other medical 
issues. Heads in a pre-
vious meeting had es-
tablished a negotiating 
committee to interface 
with Ecolog Inc and the 
chair of that committee, 
Dr Sean Matthew, pre-
sented to the meeting.
Heads also took the 

opportunity to discuss 
the issues surrounding 
the emerging vaccines, 
including those devel-
oped by Pfizer, Mod-
erna, AstraZeneca, and 
other vaccines that 
were likely to conclude 
all phases of clinical tri-
als and be approved by 
the World Health Orga-

nization. Vaccines from 
Russia (Sputnik), Sinovac 
from China as well as 
the vaccine being devel-
oped by Cuba also fea-
tured in the discussion.
Heads noted that the 

focus internationally 
was shifting from rap-
id testing in airports 
to vaccines and digi-
tal COVID-19 passports 
and, given the invest-
ment required by gov-
ernments, they had con-
cerns about the viability 
of the project in a rap-
idly changing environ-
ment. The head of the 
negotiating committee 
was given one last op-
portunity to clarify cer-
tain issues with the com-
pany and place Heads 
in a position to make a 
final decision urgently.
Heads of Government 

arrived at a decision re-
garding the appointment 

of a new Director Gen-
eral ECCAA, but bearing 
in mind that one or two 
Heads were not present 
at the time, it was de-
cided to confirm the de-
cision by round-robin to 
all Heads in the coming 
days.
The Authority also 

agreed to a predictable 
schedule of meetings 
over the coming months, 
as the Authority sought 
to stay on top of the 
many concurrent chal-
lenges facing the region 
and to devise innovative 
and timely solutions.
Prime Minster of St 

Vincent and the Gren-
adines Ralph Gonsalves 
also provided his col-
leagues with a detailed 
report on the status of 
the active volcano in the 
country and the mea-
sures taken by his gov-
ernment.

COVID-19 issues dominate OECS Authority meeting
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he Twist Mall, located on 
Redcliffe Street in the for-
mer Benjie’s Building, has 
been ordered to cease 
operations by the Devel-
opment Control Authority 
(DCA). 
A DCA spokesman said 

the property is in breach 
of planning control. “The 
DCA being the planning 
authority empowered to 
regulate the develop-
ment of land and build-
ing, has taken the decision 
to cease all operations 
at the Twist Mall proper-
ty, until the breaches are 
remedied and the DCA 

conducts the necessary 
assessment and approves 
the reopening of the prop-
erty to the general public,” 
the spokesman said.
The spokesman said the 

owners of the mall were 
permitted to operate two 
floors in the property but 
that they went ahead and 
operated a restaurant on 
the third floor, without pri-
or DCA approval. Addi-
tionally, there are said to 
be breaches of other reg-
ulations, including inade-
quate toilet facilities, open 
electricity boxes and the 
absence of an emergency 

plan.
On Thursday afternoon, 

DCA presented a letter 
to a representative of the 
owners, listing a set of 
grievances that must be 
corrected before permis-
sion is given for reopen-
ing.
The building is said to 

be owned by Brent Daniel, 
who is said to be under-
going a period of quaran-
tine following an overseas 
visit. 
The Development Con-

trol Authority said it is 
mandated by law under 
the Physical Planning Act. 

No. 6 of 2003 to make 
provision for the orderly 
and progressive devel-
opment of land and to 
preserve and improve the 
amenities thereof; for the 
grant of permission to de-
velop land and for other 
powers of control over 
the use of the land; for 
the regulation of the con-
struction of buildings and 
other related matters; to 
confer additional powers 
in respect of the acquisi-
tion and development of 
land for planning; and for 
purposes connected with 
the matters aforesaid.

DCA shuts down Twist Mall
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cont’d on pg 8

(The writer is the Ambassador of 
Antigua and Barbuda to the U.S. and 
the Organization of American States.  
He is also a senior fellow at the In-
stitute of Commonwealth Studies, 
University of London and at Massey 
College in the University of Toronto) 

Events in Wash ington on 
January 20 were a welcome 
re l ief and re lease for the 
wor ld .   
Once Joseph R . B iden took 

the oath of of f ice as Pres-
ident of the Un i ted States 
and the noon hour s t ruck 
wh i le Donald Trump arr ived , 
as a pr ivate c i t i zen ,  at h i s 
es tate in F lor ida , leaders 
and ord inary c i t i zens in ev-
ery corner of the g lobe ex-
ha led the co l lect ive breath 
of t rep idat ion they had he ld 
for four t roub l ing years . 
In h i s f i rs t of f ic ia l  acts – 

the s ign ing of 17 Execut ive 
Orders – Pres ident B iden 
dramat ica l ly improved re-
la t ions wi th the wor ld ,  in-
c lud ing the Car ibbean , and 
gave reason for opt im ism 
about the fu ture. 
Important ly,  the U.S.  w i l l 

re- jo in the 2015 Par i s C l i -
mate Change agreement 
f rom which Trump wi th-
drew.  I t shou ld be reca l led 
that the U.S.  i s one of the 
wor ld ’s greates t contr ibu-
tors to g loba l po l lu t ion and 
the harmfu l  ef fects of c l i -
mate change. 
Wr i t ing to B iden , jus t 

hours af ter h i s swear ing- in 
as the 46th Pres ident of 
the U.S. ,  Ant igua and Bar-
buda ’s Pr ime Min i s ter Gas-

ton Browne , as Cha i r of the 
44-nat ion Al l iance of Smal l 
I s land States ,  we lcomed the 
new U.S.  Government ’s de-
c i s ion .  Browne to ld B iden : 
“We are a l ready fa i l i ng to 
l im i t the g loba l average 
temperature to an increase 
of 1 .5 degree Ce ls ius above 
pre- indust r ia l  leve l s .   I t i s 
urgent that :  ( i )  the ma-
ch inery for g loba l f inanc ia l 
f lows ,  inc lud ing through In-
ternat iona l F inanc ia l  Ins t i -
tu t ions ,  be ad jus ted to en-
sure that every country i s 
served in accordance wi th 
i t s needs ; and ( i i )  resourc-
es be prov ided to a l low the 
most vu lnerab le countr ies 
to adapt to the present 
a larming cond i t ions and to 
prepare for fu ture negat ive 
occurrences” . 
Th i s i s work that must 

be an urgent i tem on the 
agenda of U.S. -Car ibbean 
d iscuss ions ,  inc lud ing ear-
ly contact wi th former U.S. 
Secretary of State ,  John 
Kerry,  who B iden has ap-
po in ted as h i s C l imate En-
voy.   
Par t icu lar ly s ign i f icant for 

Car ibbean countr ies ,  in the 
devastat ing epoch of the 
COVID-19 pandemic ,  i s that 
the U.S.  w i l l  not wi thdraw 
from the Wor ld Heal th Or-
gan izat ion as Trump had 
in tended .  Indeed , B iden 
i s appoint ing the now re-
nowned Dr.  Anthony Fauc i , 
the government ’s top in-
fect ious d isease exper t,  to 
lead the U.S.  de legat ion .   
Th i s shou ld mean that the 

U.S.  w i l l  p lay a const ruct ive 
leadersh ip ro le.  
The matter of mak ing vac-

c ines ava i lab le to Car ib-
bean countr ies ,  that have 
been a l located numbers 
that equate to less than 10% 
of the i r popu lat ions ,  and 
an end to hoard ing po l ic ies 
by the U.S.  and some oth-
er countr ies ,  are a lso top 
pr ior i t ies for Car ibbean-US 
d iscuss ion .   
No country wi l l  be safe 

f rom the Coronav i rus i f i t 
ex i s t s and thr ives in any 
other.   Therefore ,  i t i s as 
much in the in teres t of the 
U.S.  as i t i s for i t s ne igh-
bour ing Car ibbean for the 
minuscu le number of vac-
c ines ,  a l located to the re-
g ion ,  to be rev iewed and 
rect i f ied .  
Pres ident B iden has a lso 

mandated the wear ing of 
masks on Federa l Govern-
ment proper ty and ins ta l led 
a coronav i rus response co-
ord inator to oversee the ef-

Caribbean-US relations: chance 
to merge might with right

 By Sir Ronald Sanders
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for ts to d is t r ibute vacc ines 
and medica l supp l ies in the 
U.S.   Th i s i s a l so v i ta l  to 
the Car ibbean tour i sm-re l i -
ant countr ies that need U.S. 
c i t i zens to be f ree of the 
coronav i rus and ready to 
t rave l as soon as poss ib le .  
I t i s a hard task .   The prob-
lem was a l lowed to grow 
out of contro l ,  br ing ing the 
U.S.  to i t s knees wi th h igh 
in fect ion and death rates .   
Every encouragement and 
support shou ld be g iven to 
B iden ’s ef for ts . 
Domest ica l ly,  the Pres-

ident i s a l so push ing for 
economic re l ief inc lud ing 
more money for unemployed 
workers and for safety net 
programmes , espec ia l ly 
Medica id and unemploy-
ment insurance.  The rev iv-
a l  of the U.S.  economy and 
res torat ion of employment 
leve l s are important to the 
Reg ion because of tour i sm , 
U.S.  capac i ty to purchase 
Car ibbean goods ,  and re-
mi t tances f rom Car ibbean 
nat iona ls in the U.S. ,  many 
of whom are hardest af-
fected by unemployment. 
Work on a border wal l  be-

tween Mex ico and the U.S. 
w i l l  a l so be ha l ted .  Th i s 
i s a symbol ic acknowledg-
ment that the wor ld needs 
br idges ,  not wal l s .   I t i s a 
re ject ion of Trump’s un i la t-

era l i s t and bu l ly ing pos-
ture in fore ign po l icy.   On 
the pract ica l  s ide ,  s ince i t 
i s the U.S.  taxpayers who 
have been pay ing for the 
wal l  (desp i te Trump’s c la ims , 
Mex ico d id not pay a cent) , 
that money can now be d i -
ver ted to programmes that 
wi l l  he lp to s t imu late the 
U.S.  economy.   A s t ronger 
U.S.  economy i s good for 
the countr ies of the reg ion 
for wh ich the U.S.  i s the i r 
largest t rad ing partner. 
One other execut ive order 

i s notab le for the Car ibbe-
an .   I t i s the for t i f i cat ion of 
the po l icy for Deferred Ac-
t ion for Ch i ldhood Arr iva l s , 
that a l lows some ind iv idu-
a ls ,  un lawfu l ly in the U.S. 
hav ing entered as ch i ldren , 
to en joy deferred act ion 
f rom deportat ion and to 
become e l ig ib le for a work 
permi t.   Trump’s admin i s -
t rat ion had sought to undo 
those protect ions .   Car ib-
bean nat iona ls w i l l  benef i t 
f rom B iden ’s act ion . 
Pres ident B iden i s yet 

to e laborate fu l ly a Lat in 
Amer ican and Car ibbean 
po l icy.   In h i s many years as 
a Senator and Vice-Pres i -
dent,  he ga ined profound 
knowledge of the Reg ion .  
He has a good under-
s tand ing of i t s cha l lenges 
and potent ia l .  Trump’s Lat-

in Amer ican and Car ibbean 
po l icy was pr imar i ly d i rect-
ed at Cuba, Venezue la ,  and 
Nicaragua as a sop to the i r 
d i ss idents in F lor ida whose 
support he needed for the 
U.S.  Pres ident ia l  e lect ion .  
Car ibbean countr ies were 
pawns in that game. 
B iden ’s po l ic ies wi l l  be 

broader,  a imed at advanc-
ing democracy and human 
r ights ,  but a l so economic 
advancement.   He knows 
that wi thout a l l  these th ings , 
refugees wi l l  cont inue to 
gather at U.S.  borders . 
A l l  Car ibbean countr ies 

shou ld show wi l l i ngness to 
work wi th B iden , inc lud ing 
by t ry ing to in f luence h i s 
Lat in Amer ican and Car ib-
bean po l icy as i t s formu la-
t ion .   
A new era has dawned, i t 

ca l l s for new approaches .  
The U.S.  and the Car ibbean 
might take as the gu id ing 
l ight for the i r fu ture re la-
t ions ,  a l ine f rom the gr ip-
p ing poem of the young , 
Afr ican Amer ican , Amanda 
Gorman , at B iden ’s inaugu-
rat ion :  “ I f we merge mercy 
wi th might,  and might wi th 
r ight,  then love becomes 
our legacy and change our 
ch i ldren ’s b i r th r ight ” .
 

Responses and previous commen-
tar ies : www.ronaldsanders .com 

GOT NEWS?
Send your news stories to

news@pointville.ag

cont’d from pg 7
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Support is ‘Overboard’ for 
one young Antiguan artist 
who less than a week ago 
released a music video for 
a new soca song.
The song, perfectly titled 

‘Overboard,’ has already 
garnered 27,000 views on 
YouTube.
The artist, a former Junior 

Calypso King and Junior 
Soca Monarch runner up, 
Tyreke ‘King Vicious’ Lew-
is said that “these are the 
best numbers that I have 
seen for any of my projects 
that I’ve pushed out thus 
far.”
The twenty-one-year-old 

Puerto-Rican born artist 
revealed that though he 
should not be surprised be-
cause of the vast amount 

of planning and research 
put into the project, “the 
overboard project has tak-
en off to heights that I nev-
er imagined I could reach 
at the moment.”
The promotional video—a 

short acoustic version of 
the song—was also well 
received with 18,000 views 
thus far.
He explained that the 

idea for the project was de-
rived during the COVID-19 
lockdown last year as he 
“reminisced on life before 
the pandemic.”
“It basically means that 

as soon as this pandemic is 
over, I’m going to go over-
board because I’ve been 
longing for this,” he said 
with eagerness.

King Vicious—who is also 
an exceptional songwrit-
er, musician, and produc-
er—shared that there is still 
much more to come.
And in just a few days, he 

will be perfecting his craft 
at a school in the United 
States.
King Vicious said that 

his intention is to “better 
my craft, better my brand, 
network with people who 
are in the industry so that 
I have a more marketable 
sound, a more marketable 
image.”
The multi-talented art-

ist began learning the ins 
and outs of music at the Le 
Chateau D’or music acade-
my at the age of nine and, 
like any other exception-

al artistes, he followed up 
his love for the artform by 
singing in church at the age 
of eleven.
He later went on to win 

the Junior Calypso Monarch 
competition twice in a row, 
in 2017 and 2018, earning 
the moniker of ‘King Vi-
cious.’
Fast forward to when An-

tigua and Barbuda intro-
duced Junior Soca Monarch 
into its Carnival festivities, 
he began nabbing hearts 
and crowns.
He became the first run-

ner up in the inaugural 
competition.
Since then, he has capti-

vated many audiences and 
judges in local, regional and 
international competitions.

Former Junior Calypso King 
hits 27K views in less than a 

week for soca video
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By Tony Deyal
On Wednesday morning , 

January 20th , 2021 , I watched 
the last hurrah and goodbye 
to Donald Trump who, in hat 
terms, was not just a bad hat 
with a bee constant ly in h is 
bonnet, but a mad hatter al-
ways talk ing through his hat. 
His successor, Joe Biden , is 
someone I take my hat off 
to. He threw his hat in the 
Pres ident ia l r ing for a th ird 
t ime. He and his team put 
on their th ink ing caps and 
went to the electorate, caps 
in hand, and made sure that 
Donald Trump is now old hat. 
He has become last year ’s 
model and, I s incerely hope 
for America ’s sake, that he 
wi l l  be thrown and lost for-
ever, e i ther in ja i l l ike the 
insurrect ionists he egged on, 
or in the dustbin of world- 
and hat-h istory. I f he ever 
becomes Pres ident again , I 
wi l l  eat my hat, a Chr istmas 
gif t from my daughter. Last 
year she gave me one that 
would have been perfect for 
part ic ipat ing in the annual 
“World Tightest Hat ” contest. 
However, after many tr ia ls 
and much thought, I real ised 

I could not pul l i t off. This 
year, the hat I got for Chr ist-
mas was l ike the Mel Blanc 
song about the one the l i t-
t le Mexican boy received. I t 
was “ too beeg.” Fortunately, 
I sh ivered from the breeze 
and not from fal l ing three 
t imes in the r iver.
Psychiatr is t, Car l Jung , cre-

ated the concept of “syn-
chronic i ty ” to descr ibe a 
meaningfu l coincidence of 
two or more events which 
have no causal re lat ionship 
with one another and the 
probabi l i ty of chance is not 
involved. I found i t the best 
word to descr ibe the end-
ing of the Trump term of of-
f ice and the celebrat ion , last 
Fr iday, January 15, 2021 , of 
“World Hat Day.” In fact, the 
s imi lar i ty reminded me of 
the man who bought a new 
hat with a bui l t- in fan that 
kept h is head cool dur ing 
the hot weather. He boast-
ed, “ I t real ly blows my mind.” 
I t also i l lustrates a comment 
made in a Br i t i sh Court more 
than a hundred years ago 
by Judge Lord Bowen who, 
in a case on equity, said 
something that I bel ieve is 
an apt descr ipt ion of Trump 
and his cohorts , “ I am re-
minded of a bl ind man in 
a dark room looking for a 
black hat- which isn ’ t there.”
Hopeful ly, Trump wi l l  be 

l ike Vidia Naipaul ’s charac-
ter “Hat ” in Miguel Street 
who was a bad hat in h is 
own way and who was last 
seen by Naipaul in Venezu-
ela . Instead of deciding to 
go to Mar-a-Lago (meaning 
“sea to lake”) , Trump should 

head out to Cape Hatteras , 
the “Graveyard of the At lan-
t ic ” and the deadl iest trap 
in the world for sai lors . I t 
is responsib le for more than 
600 shipwrecks and, l ike The 
Donald, is unpredictable. 
One more shipwreck wi l l  not 
be too dif f icu l t for the Cape 
to handle.
I t is l ike me and hats re-

gardless of what names 
they ’re given – caps, be-
rets , birettas , bonnets and 
even “bowlers” . I love them 
al l inc luding the one cal led 
a “bi l lycock” . I have often 
wondered which of the two 
sayings about hats i t is as-
sociated with- “Never hang 
your hat where your hand 
can’t reach” or “ I f the cap 
f i ts , pul l the str ing.” Hope-
fu l ly, i t is not a “G” major 
or minor. In the old travel-
l ing days, wherever I was, I 
always had a nightcap with 
whoever I was with because 
I l iked the idea of having a 
port in every sweetheart but 
now, stuck in one place be-
cause of Covid, even though 
I real ise that home is where 
your hat is , I cook my curry 
and use a Turban. I suppose 
I got the love of hats from 
my father who was never 
seen in publ ic without h is 
Engl ish-made “Wi lson Hat ” 
or, when he worked as an 
overseer in the cane f ie lds , 
a “Cork Hat ” also known 
as a “Pi th Helmet ” . When-
ever he saw me wearing i t, 
he took the pith out of me. 
I loved my Musl im Uncle ’s 
“Kupi ” or short, br imless cap 
which is also cal led a “ Topi ” 
in some parts of Afr ica and 

FEELING 
HAT, HAT, HAT
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India . When I was 
about ten , the cap 
of choice for young-
er boys was the 
“Bepop” , named af-
ter the f i rst modern 
Jazz music (which 
later became “Bop”). 
I t was real ly popular 
in Tr in idad in the late 
1940s and was my 
headgear of choice 
and my nickname. 
A few of my fr iends 
from those days st i l l 
cal l me “Bebop” . 
Later, the cr ime 

wri ter, Lawrence 
Block , in h is award 
winning Matthew 
Scudder stor ies intro-
duced me to a new 
appl icat ion of the 
word “hat ”- essen-
t ia l ly a US$20 payoff 
to a helpfu l pol ice 
col league. Block also 
had a hero named 
“Kel ler ” who was a 
k i l ler or h i t-man, and 
whose most recent 
book was “Kel ler ’s 
Fedora.” I t remind-

ed me of the t ime 
when I was watch-
ing a major interna-
t ional tennis tourna-
ment and saw one of 
the players wear ing 
a hat. I th ink i t was 
Roger Fedora. There 
are other re lated 
“hat ” quips . In Lon-
don, I saw an adver-
t isement for “Hair-
pieces from £5.” I 
thought that i t was 
a smal l pr ice toupee. 
Then I met th is Chi-
nese- looking guy a 
few years ago and 
asked him what he 
did. He said he was a 
henchman for some-
one who wanted to 
take over the world . 
He boasted that he 
used a steel-r immed 
bladed hat as part of 
h is profess ion. I said 
to myself, “ That ’s 
an Odd Job.” Then I 
was asked, “What do 
you cal l a dinosaur 
that wears a cow-
boy hat and boots?” 

Tyrannosaurus Tex. I 
know that some of 
you wi l l  not real ly 
understand some of 
these hat jokes be-
cause they go r ight 
over your head l ike 
the one that the 
Br i t i sh wr i ter, futur is t 
and sociologist, H.G. 
Wel ls , wrote about in 
a letter to the May-
or of Cambridge in 
1938, “My dear May-
or. I stole your hat. I 
l ike your hat. I shal l 
keep your hat. When-
ever I look ins ide i t, 
I shal l th ink of you 
and your excel lent 
sherry, and of the 
town of Cambridge. 
I take off your hat to 
you.”
My favour i te hat 

story, and the one 
that caps i t al l ,  is 
about the boy who 
was real ly upset and, 
in tears , complained 
to his mother, “Al l the 
k ids in school make 
fun of me. They say I 

have a big head.” His 
very sol ic i tous Mom 
comforted him by 
saying , “Don’t wor-
ry with them. They ’re 
just a waste of t ime 
and envy your beau-
t i fu l head fu l l of hair 
and brains . ” Then she 
told him, “Now stop 
cry ing. I want you 
to go to the store 
and buy a pound of 
r ice and two pounds 
of potatoes for me. 
I have to cook din-
ner. ” The boy asked, 
“Mom. Where’s the 
shopping bag? You 
know Neal and 
Massy now charges 
you for even plast ic 
ones .” His mother re-
pl ied, “What happen 
to you? You know we 
don’t have any. Use 
your hat !”
*Tony Deyal was 

last seen ask ing , 
“What did the hat 
say to the t ie?” You 
hang around, I ’ l l  go 
on a head.”
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Minister wants Bahamians to see who 
sexual offenders are and where they live

( Ewnews) :  W i t h  an 
i n c rea se  i n  s exua l 
o f fe n se s  l a s t  yea r, 
pa ren t s  mu s t  be  mo re 
re spon s i b l e  fo r t h e i r 
daugh te rs ,  s a i d  M i n -
i s te r o f  Na t i o na l  Se -
cu r i t y Ma rv i n  Dames 
on  Wedne sday. 
Acco rd i ng  to  po -

l i c e  s ta t i s t i c s ,  t h e re 
was  a  34  pe rcen t 
i n c rea se  i n  s exua l 
o f fe n se s  i n  2020  i n -
vo l v i ng  rape ,  u n l aw-
f u l  s exua l  i n te rcou rs e 
and  a t temp ted  rape , 
w i t h  t h e  Sexua l  O f-
fe nce s  Un i t  i nve s t i -
ga t i ng  2 1 3 ca se s  l a s t 
yea r.
Dames  sa i d :  “ T he 

conce r n  w i t h  me 
w i t h  t ho se  numbe rs 
i s  t h e  un l aw f u l  s ex 
and  t ha t  ha s  a lways 
been  some t h i ng  t ha t 
ha s  been  w i t h  u s  and 
some t ime s  i t  goe s 
unde r repo r ted .
“ I t  rea l l y speak s  to 

u s  and  ou r ro l e s  a s 
pa ren t s  and  know i ng 

whe re  ou r k i d s  a re , 
e spec i a l l y ou r young 
g i r l s  and  who t hey 
a re  i nvo l ved  w i t h , 
who t hey a re  hang -
i ng  ou t  w i t h ,  who 
t hey a re  commun i -
ca t i ng  w i t h  i n  v i r t u -
a l  s pace s  on  soc i a l 
med i a  becau se  a  l o t 
o f  t h i ng s  ta ke  p l a ce 
on  soc i a l  med i a  t ha t 
feed s  i n to  t h i s .
“ So ,  we  recogn i ze 

t ha t  t h i s  i s  ce r ta i n l y 
an  a rea  t ha t  we  w i l l 
have  to  con t i n ue  to 
wo r k on  and  d i re c t 
ou r e f fo r t s  and  ou r 
ene rg i e s .  Wo r k i ng 
w i t h  fam i l i e s ,  wo r k -
i ng  w i t h  commun i t i e s 
and  wo r k i ng  t h rough 
t he  s choo l s  and  ge t-
t i ng  ou r young  g i r l s 
and  young  men  i n 
pa r t i c u l a r ,  i n  ge t t i ng 
to  s ee  why t h i s  i s  a 
p rob l em . ”
Dames  no ted  t ha t 

t h e  gove r nmen t ’s 
s exua l  o f fe nde rs ’ 
reg i s t r y w i l l  s ee k 

to  add re s s  some o f 
t ho se  conce r n s  re -
ga rd i ng  s exua l  o f-
fe nce s  and  w i l l  be 
fea t u red  p rom i nen t l y 
t h i s  yea r.
“ I t  i s  t ime  now fo r 

t h e  Baham ian  peo -
p l e  to  s ee  who t ho se 
pe rson s  a re ,  e spe -
c i a l l y t ho se  repea t 
o f fe nde rs ,  who t hey 
a re  and  whe re  t hey 
re s i de . ”
T he  na t i o na l  s e cu -

r i t y m i n i s te r sa i d  i t 
i s  expec ted  t ha t  t h e 
reg i s te r w i l l  be  up 
and  r unn i ng  be fo re 
t he  end  o f  t h e  f i r s t 
qua r te r.
He  no ted  t ha t  o f-

f i c i a l s  have  been 
mee t i ng  w i t h  s ta ke -
ho l de rs  to  r u n  a  p i -
l o t  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t 
qua r te r.
Dames  added  t ha t 

t h e  comm i t tee  i s  s t i l l 
t r y i ng  to  de te rm i ne 
whe re  t he  p i l o t  w i l l 
be  ope ra ted  f rom 
and  wha t  re sou rc -
e s  —  i n c l ud i ng  man -
powe r,  ma te r i a l  and 
equ i pmen t  —  a re  re -
qu i red .
T he  Reg i s t ra t i o n  o f 

Sex O f fende rs  Reg -
u l a t i o n s  was  tab l ed 
i n  Pa r l i amen t  i n  J u l y 
20 1 9,  bu t  ha s  ye t 
to  be  deba ted  o r 
pa s sed .
O f  t ho se  ca se s  l a s t 

yea r,  t h e re  we re  50 
i n c i den t s  o f  rape , 
rep re sen t i ng  a  1 6 
pe rcen t  i n c rea se  i n 
t h e  c r ime  compa red 
to  t he  p rev i ou s  yea r ; 
and  f i ve  a t temp ted 
rape s ,  rep re sen t i ng 

a  38  pe rcen t  de -
c rea se  compa red  to 
t he  e i g h t  a t temp ted 
rape s  i n  20 1 9.
Po l i c e  a l s o  repo r t-

ed  an  up t i c k i n  un -
l aw f u l  s exua l  i n -
te rcou rs e  w i t h  1 58 
— wh i c h  a l s o  i n c l ud -
ed  i n c i den t s  o f  i n -
ce s t.
Add i t i o na l l y,  t h e 

comm i s s i o ne r o f  po -
l i c e  adv i s ed  t ha t  t h e 
ma jo r i t y o f  t h e  1 00 
m i s s i ng  pe rson ’s  re -
po r t s  f i l e d  l a s t  yea r 
we re  ado l e s cen t  g i r l s 
e ngag i ng  i n  s exua l 
i n te rcou rs e .

Minister of National Security Marvin Dames

To: His Worship The Licensing        
    Magistrate

To: The Magistrate District “A”

    And 

To: The Commissioner of Police

I, Hancong Cao of All Saints 
Road, Radio Range in the 
Parish of St. Johns in the State 
of Antigua and Barbuda DO 
HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that 
it is my intention to apply at 
the next licensing session to 
be held at the Magistrate’s 
Court, High Street, St. John’s, 
Antigua, District “A” on the 
25th day of February 2021 for 
a “Liquor License” in respect of 
my premises known as “Guang 
Yuan Enterprise” situated at All 
Saints Road, St. John’s, Antigua.

Dated the 15th day of January 
2021

Peyton J. V. Knight & Associates
Solicitors for Hancong Cao

NOTICE
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(Jamaica Gleaner): 
The director of the Pan 
American Health Organi-
zation (PAHO) Dr Carissa 
F Etienne has urged the 
Region of the Americas, 
including the Caribbean, 
to immediately intensify 
public health interventions 
on social distancing, lim-
iting gatherings, wearing 
masks and hand washing 
to limit exposure to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
“Our region, and our 

world, is failing to control 
coronavirus,” the Domini-
can-born director said.
“In far too many plac-

es public policies are not 
congruent with the sever-
ity of the situation. And 
many of us have relaxed 
the control measures that 
we know work, which have 
helped us stay healthy 
and keep hospitals func-
tional up to now.”
Dr Etienne said she was 

“particularly concerned 
for the next few weeks,” 
stating that, throughout 
the region, especially in 
North and South America, 
many hospitals are oper-
ating at or very close to 

capacity.
She cited high occupan-

cy rates of intensive care 
units, oxygen shortages in 
some areas and lack of 
capacity to cope with the 
speed of new infections 
due to the “sustained 
boom in cases”.
“In the last week we 

saw more than 2.5 million 
new cases of COVID-19 in 
the region of the Amer-
icas – more than half of 
all global infections,” Dr 

Etienne said. “In the same 
period, 42,000 people 
from the Americas have 
lost their lives to the pan-
demic.
“We must intensify pub-

lic health interventions to 
limit exposure to this vi-
rus. Social distancing, lim-
iting gatherings and the 
consistent use of masks 
in public settings and fre-
quent hand washing are 
our absolute best hope 
for reducing the number 

of COVID-19 infections 
right now,” she stressed.
Etienne said vaccines 

for COVID-19 will help 
save lives and “eventual-
ly halt the pandemic,” but, 
she added: “We are also 
aware that there aren’t yet 
enough doses to achieve 
a visible impact on trans-
mission at this point in the 
short term.
Dr Etienne said PAHO is 

working to help countries 
prepare to vaccinate their 
populations and is sup-
porting the COVAX mech-
anism to make vaccines 
available in all countries 
in the Americas.
The PAHO Revolving 

Fund “will play a key role 
in this process,” helping 
the countries acquire vac-
cines, syringes, cold chain 
equipment and other sup-
plies for vaccine delivery, 
Dr Etienne said.
She said national vac-

cine deployment plans 
have been prepared 
by 18 countries, and 23 
countries have completed 
a Vaccine Readiness As-
sessment.

Paho chief urges Caribbean to intensify public 
health interventions to limit exposure to COVID-19

Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Dr 
Carissa F. Etienne

(Stluciatimes): Saint Lu-
cia is temporarily closing all 
public and private schools, 
as the country manag-
es the biggest COVID-19 
wave to date.
The institutions will close 

from Friday, January 22 for 
a 10-day period.
The Chairman of the 

COVID-19 Command Cen-

tre, Dominic Fedee, made 
the announcement on 
Wednesday.
Fedee said the schools 

would exclusively operate 
via multi-media platforms.
But he explained that 

the authorities have made 
special allowances in public 
education.
These would facilitate 

medical school students, 
students sitting the CAPE 
examinations and Form 
4 & 5 secondary school 
students sitting CSEC and 
other exams.
Fedee announced the 

decision to close schools 
among several other mea-
sures.
They included urging or-

ganisations and business-
es to implement blended 
services that encourage 
people to work from home 
where possible.
In addition, the authori-

ties have encouraged or-
ganisations and businesses 
to hold virtual staff and 
board meetings.
The recommendation will 

Saint Lucia closes schools, bans alcohol, as it 
fights sharp COVID-19 spike

cont’d on pg 15
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(CARICOM today): The 
Board of Governors of the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) has elected 
Dr. Hyginus ‘Gene’ Leon to 
serve as the next President 
of the multi-lateral institu-
tion. Dr. Leon’s appoint-
ment will become effective 
on May 1, 2021.
 He will succeed Dr. Wm 

Warren Smith who has 
been at the helm of the 

regional financial institu-
tion for the last 10 years. 
Dr. Leon has over 30 years 
of experience in econom-
ic development and has 
directed macroeconomic 
and financial policy support 
to government authorities 
in Africa, the Middle East 
and Central Asia and the 
Caribbean.
He has worked with the 

International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) for more than 
24 years, serving as Mission 
Chief for the Gulf States of 
Oman, Qatar, and United 
Arab Emirates as well as 
The Bahamas, Nigeria, and 
Zimbabwe. He also served 
as the IMF’s Senior Resident 
Representative in Jamaica.
Prior to his engagement 

with the IMF, Dr. Leon was 
an Associate Professor at 
State University of New 
York at Old Westbury in the 
United States. He has also 
served as Director of Re-
search at the Central Bank 
of Barbados and Country 
Economist at CDB.
Dr. Leon holds a Doctor 

of Philosophy (PhD) in Eco-
nomics from the Universi-
ty of Southampton in the 
United Kingdom (UK) and 
a Bachelor of Science De-
gree (B.Sc.) in Economics 
from the University of Lon-
don also in the U.K.
Commenting on his ap-

pointment, Dr. Leon said: 
“I am deeply honoured by 
the trust that the Board of 
Governors has demonstrat-
ed in my experience and 
ability. The CDB remains an 
instrumental partner in re-

gional development. I look 
forward to working with 
all Member States and a 
tremendous staff with zeal 
and unrelenting commit-
ment.”
The Caribbean Develop-

ment Bank is a regional 
financial institution estab-
lished in 1970 for the pur-
pose of contributing to 
the harmonious economic 
growth and development 
of its Borrowing Member 
Countries (BMCs). In addi-
tion to the 19 BMCs, CDB’s 
membership includes four 
regional non-borrowing 
members – Brazil, Colom-
bia, Mexico and Venezu-
ela and five non-regional, 
non-borrowing members; 
i.e., Canada, China, Ger-
many, Italy, and the United 
Kingdom. CDB’s total assets 
as at December 31, 2019 
stood at US$ 3.59 billion 
(bn). These include US$2.1 
bn of Ordinary Capital Re-
sources and US$1.49 bn of 
Special Funds Resources. 
The Bank is rated Aa1 Sta-
ble with Moody’s, AA+ Sta-
ble with Standard & Poor’s 
and AA+ Stable with Fitch 
Ratings.

Dr. Gene Leon Elected President 
of Caribbean Development Bank

be in place from Friday for 
a 10-day period.
Fedee also announced 

a decision to scale back 
business hours from 11.pm 
to 9.pm closing time daily.
The authorities have also 

banned social gatherings 
in public and private set-
tings.
As a result, they have ad-

vised people to limit con-
tact to immediate house-
holds.
There are no allowances 

for mass gatherings.
The measure goes into 

effect from 6.pm on Friday 
for a 10-day period.
However, worship and 

religious activities can take 
place.

Daily worship and reli-
gious services can operate 
using a ‘blended approach’ 
of physical and online ser-
vices.
Nevertheless only 25 

people, including religious 
officials, can attend physi-
cal services.
On Wednesday, the gov-

ernment announced an 

immediate ban on liquor 
sales.
The ban prohibits the sell-

ing and consuming alcohol 
at supermarkets, minimarts, 
grocery shops, gas stations, 
restaurants and bars and 
other licensed operators.
The ban will last for 21 

days.

cont’d from pg 14

Dr. Hyginus “Gene” Leon
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(Reuters): Police in 
Moscow on Thursday de-
tained several allies of 
jailed Kremlin critic Alex-
ei Navalny, including his 
spokeswoman, for making 
calls online to join unau-
thorized street protests to 
demand his release.
Navalny, President Vlad-

imir Putin’s most prominent 
critic, was detained at the 
weekend and later jailed 
for alleged parole viola-
tions after flying back to 
Russia for the first time 
since being poisoned by 
a military-grade nerve 
agent.
He accuses Putin of or-

dering his murder, which 
the Kremlin denies. His 
supporters have called 
for nationwide protests on 
Saturday, hoping to press 
the Kremlin into letting him 
walk free ahead of parlia-
mentary elections in Sep-
tember.
In Brussels, responding 

to Navalny’s arrest, Eu-
ropean Union lawmak-
ers called for the bloc to 
stop the completion of the 
Nord Stream 2 gas pipe-
line to take Russian natu-
ral gas to Europe.

Several of Navalny’s 
allies in Russia said po-
lice had come to their 
homes, including that of 
his spokeswoman Kira 
Yarmysh, who was later 
detained for allegedly dis-
obeying police orders and 
violating protest laws.
“The police have start-

ed forcing open the door 
and are saying: come out, 
you’re coming out on Sat-
urday anyway and we’re 
going to detain you,” 
Yarmysh wrote on Twitter 
before she was detained.

Earlier, Georgy Alburov, 
another Navalny ally, said 
he was taken into police 
custody at a Moscow 
train station.
Vladlen Los, a Belaru-

sian lawyer for Navalny’s 
group, said he had been 
detained, told to leave 
the country by Monday, 
and barred from re-enter-
ing Russia until November 
2023.
Police also detained Na-

valny ally Lyubov Sobol, 
her lawyer said. She had 
urged people to take part 

in the protests.
Yarmysh, Alburov and 

Los said they would be 
held in custody overnight. 
Sobol was later released 
from custody and is set to 
appear in court on Friday, 
her lawyer said.
Authorities have said the 

planned rallies are ille-
gal and that people who 
make such calls would be 
held to account.
Communications watch-

dog Roskomnadzor said it 
would seek to fine social 
media platforms for what 
it said was illegal content 
urging minors to take part 
in illegal protests.
Some prominent Rus-

sians - including ice hock-
ey star Artemi Panarin as 
well as rappers, actors, 
writers and others - post-
ed messages and videos 
of support for Navalny on 
social media. TikTok was 
flooded with videos pro-
moting the protests.
A student at a Moscow 

university who asked not 
to be named told Reuters 
he and his classmates had 
been threatened with pos-
sible expulsion in a letter 
if they attend the protests.

Russia rounds up allies of Kremlin foe 
Navalny in protest warning

ussian opposition leader Alexei Navalny is seen on board a plane 
before the departure for the Russian capital Moscow at an airport 

in Berlin, Germany January 17, 2021
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(Associated Press): 
World leaders breathed 
an audible sigh of relief 
that the United States un-
der President Joe Biden is 
rejoining the global effort 
to curb climate change, a 
cause that his predecessor 
had shunned over the past 
four years.
British Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson and French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
were among those wel-
coming Biden’s decision to 
rejoin the Paris climate ac-
cord, reversing a key Trump 
policy in the first hours of 
his presidency Wednesday.
“Rejoining the Paris 

Agreement is hugely pos-
itive news,” tweeted John-
son, whose country is host-
ing this year’s U.N. climate 
summit.
Macron said that with 

Biden, “we will be stronger 

to face the challenges of 
our time. Stronger to build 
our future. Stronger to pro-
tect our planet.”
The Paris accord, forged 

in the French capital in 
2015, commits countries to 
put forward plans for re-
ducing their emissions of 
greenhouse gases such as 
carbon dioxide, which is 
released from burning fos-
sil fuels.
Former President Donald 

Trump had questioned the 
scientific warnings about 
man-made global warm-
ing, at times accusing other 
countries of using the Paris 
accord as a club to hurt 
Washington. The U.S. for-
mally left the pact in No-
vember.
“The United States de-

parture from it has definite-
ly diminished our capacities 
to change things, concrete-

ly to reduce the green-
house gas emissions,” said 
Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo.
“Now we are dealing 

with an administration that 
is conscious of what is at 
stake and that is very com-
mitted to use the voice of 
the United States, a voice 
that is very powerful on 
the international level,” she 
said.
Biden put the fight against 

climate change at the cen-
ter of his presidential cam-
paign and on Wednesday 
immediately launched a 
series of climate-friendly 
efforts to bring Washington 
back in step with the rest 
of the world on the issue.
“A cry for survival comes 

from the planet itself,” 
Biden said in his inaugural 
address. “A cry that can’t 
be any more desperate or 
any more clear now.”

Experts say any interna-
tional efforts to keep global 
warming well below 2 de-
grees Celsius (3.6 Fahren-
heit), ideally 1.5C (2.7F), as 
agreed in the Paris accord 
would struggle without the 
contribution of U.S., which 
is the world’s second big-
gest carbon emitter.
Scientists say time is run-

ning out to reach that goal 
because the world has al-
ready warmed 1.2 C (2.2 F) 
since pre-industrial times.
Italy said the U.S. return 

to the Paris accord would 
help other countries reach 
their own climate commit-
ments. “Italy looks forward 
to working with the U.S. to 
build a sustainable planet 
and ensure a better future 
for the next generations,” 
Premier Giuseppe Conte 
tweeted.
The Vatican, too, was 

clearly pleased given 
the decision aligns with 
Pope Francis’ environmen-
tal agenda and belief in 
multilateral diplomacy. In 
a front-page editorial in 
Wednesday’s L’Osservatore 
Romano, Vatican depu-
ty editorial director Ales-
sandro Gisotti noted that 
Biden’s decision to rejoin 
Paris “converges with Pope 
Francis’ commitment in fa-
vor of the custody of our 
common home.”
German Chancellor An-

gela Merkel was more mut-
ed in her reaction, noting 
on Thursday that her gov-
ernment would “probably 
have a more similar opin-
ion” with Biden on issues 
such as the Paris climate 
accord, migration and the 
World Health Organization.

World leaders cheer US return to 
climate fight under Biden

46th President of the United States of America Joe Biden
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Vatican bank’s former chief found guilty of money 
laundering, sentenced to nearly 9 years in prison

(CNN): The former 
head of the Vatican 
bank, Angelo Caloia, 
has been sentenced to 
nearly nine years in pris-
on for money laundering 
and aggravated embez-
zlement.
The 81-year-old was 

handed an eight-year, 11 
month jail term on Thurs-
day, making him the 
highest-ranking Vatican 
official to be convicted 
of a financial crime. His 
lawyer is appealing his 
sentence.
Caloia was president 

of the bank known as 
Institute of Works of Re-
ligion (IOR) from 1999 to 
2009. He and two law-
yers who consulted for 
the bank were charged 
with embezzling money 
while managing the sale 
of Italian real estate 
owned by IOR between 

2001-2008, allegedly de-
claring less than the ac-
tual amount of the sale.
The Vatican court also 

convicted the two law-
yers. Gabriele Liuzzo, 97, 
received the same sen-
tence as Caloia. Liuzzo’s 
son, Lamberto Liuzzo, 
age 55, was handed five 
years, two month term.

Each man will also 
have to pay fines and 
are banned from public 
office in perpetuity, ac-
cording to a press re-
lease from the Vatican.
All three denied wrong-

doing during the trial, 
which started in 2018.
Former president of the 

IOR Vatican bank, An-

gelo Caloia is pictured 
during a court hear-
ing on embezzlement 
charges at the Vatican.
The Vatican bank has 

long been plagued by 
financial scandals.
In September 2020 

Giovanni Angelo Bec-
ciu, one of the Vatican’s 
powerful cardinals, re-
signed from his post 
amid financial scandal.
At the time Becciu 

said he was accused of 
embezzlement and pro-
claimed his innocence 
during a press confer-
ence after effective-
ly being fired by Pope 
Francis.
In 2013, Pope Francis 

set up an expert com-
mittee to recommend 
reforms to the economic 
and administrative struc-
tures of the Holy See, to 
combat the problem.

Former president of the IOR Vatican bank, Angelo Caloia is 
pictured during a court hearing on embezzlement charges at the 

Vatican

(BBC): The blaze started 
at a building which was still 
under construction at the 
Serum Institute of India’s 
facilities in Pune on Thurs-
day afternoon.
Footage showed thick 

plumes of smoke billow-
ing from a building on the 
company’s sprawling site.
The company said vac-

cine production would not 
be affected. The cause of 
the fire has not been iden-
tified.
The fire was later brought 

under control, but the city’s 

mayor confirmed that five 
people had died.
“We have just received 

some distressing updates; 
upon further investigation 
we have learnt that there 
has unfortunately been 
some loss of life at the inci-
dent,” the Serum Institute’s 
CEO, Adar Poonawalla, 
said in a tweet.
“We are deeply sad-

dened and offer our deep-
est condolences to the 
family members of the de-
parted.”
Mr Poonawalla said 

there would be no impact 
on the production of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cine, known locally as Co-
vishield, “due to multiple 
production buildings that I 
had kept in reserve to deal 
with such contingencies”.
Covishield is one of two 

vaccines approved by the 
Indian government for 
use in its inoculation pro-
gramme, which began last 
week and is the largest in 
the world.
The country aims to vac-

cinate 300 million people 

by early August.
Many other low and mid-

dle-income countries are 
also depending on the Se-
rum Institute for production 
of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine.
India has recorded the 

second-highest number of 
Covid-19 infections in the 
world after the US. Since 
the pandemic began it has 
confirmed more than 10.6 
million cases and almost 
153,000 deaths, according 
to figures from Johns Hop-
kins University.

Fire at world’s largest vaccine 
producer kills five
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GENEVA (AP):  The 
United States will resume 
funding for the World 
Health Organization and 
join its consortium aimed 
at sharing coronavirus 
vaccines fairly around 
the globe, President Joe 
Biden’s top adviser on 
the pandemic said Thurs-
day, renewing support 
for an agency that the 
Trump administration 
had pulled back from.
Dr. Anthony Fauci’s 

quick commitment to the 
WHO — whose response 
to the pandemic has 
been criticized by many, 
but perhaps most vocif-

erously by the Trump ad-
ministration — marks a 
dramatic and vocal shift 
toward a more coopera-
tive approach to fighting 
the pandemic.
“I am honored to an-

nounce that the Unit-
ed States will remain a 
member of the World 
Health Organization,” 
Fauci told a virtual meet-
ing of the WHO from the 
United States, where it 
was 4:10 a.m. in Washing-
ton. It was the first public 
statement by a member 
of Biden’s administration 
to an international au-
dience — and a sign of 

the priority that the new 
president has made of 
fighting COVID-19 both 
at home and with world 
partners.
Just hours after Biden’s 

inauguration Wednesday, 
he wrote a letter to U.N. 
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Gutteres saying the 
U.S. had reversed the 
planned pullout from the 
WHO that was expected 
to take effect in July.
The withdrawal from 

the WHO was rich with 
symbolism — another in-
stance of America’s go-
it-alone strategy under 
Trump. But it also had 

practical ramifications: 
The U.S. halted funding 
for the U.N. health agen-
cy — stripping it of cash 
from the country that 
has long been its biggest 
donor just as the agency 
was battling the health 
crisis that has killed more 
than 2 million people 
worldwide. The U.S. had 
also pulled back staff 
from the organization.
Fauci said the Biden 

administration will re-
sume “regular engage-
ment” with WHO and will 
“fulfill its financial obli-
gations to the organiza-
tion.”

Biden’s US revives support for 
WHO, reversing Trump retreat

Noah is about 10 months old and is a bundle of energy and excitement. 
Ideally, he should join a family with at least one child to play with to help 

him work off his energy. Noah is available for adoption at the Humane 
Society‛s animal shelter in Bethesda. The adoption fee of $100 covers 

worming, treating for ticks and fleas, vaccinations, and neutering. If you 
would like to adopt Noah, please call us at 461-4957 for more information. 

We are open Monday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 The Antigua & Barbuda Humane
Tel: (268) 461-4957

Email:  antiguaanimals@gmail.com  
Website:  www.antiguaanimals.com

Facebook: Antigua & Barbuda Humane Society
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QUICK CROSSWORD

Garfield

Quick crossword  no 15,685

Across
1  Rockabilly star depicted in the 1989 �lm Great Balls of Fire, b. 
    1935 (5,3,5)
8  Egg of a head louse (3)
9  Lost cause (anag) — French dish (9)
10  Variable-sized hole in a camera (8)
11  In good health (4)
13  Flemish artist, given to painting women, d. 1640 (6)
14  City near Leipzig where the 1919-33 German constitution 
       was adopted (6)
16  Lima's country (4)
17  Presented together (2-6)
20  Overjoyed (9)
21  Female bird (3)
22  Taking joy from another's misfortune (13)

Down
1  Group taking power by force (5)
2  Parliamentary constituency before the 1832 Reform Act 
    controlled by a family or tiny group of voters (6,7)
3  Cruising or racing in sailing boats (8)
4  Check — see to it (6)
5  Plunder (4)
6  Actor starring in The Odd Couple, d. 2000 (6,7)
7  Colonist (7)
12  Journalist (8)
13  Straight two-edged swords with narrow blades (7)
15  Kingdom (6)
18  Italian poet, author of Divine Comedy, d. 1321 (5)
19  Unite intimately (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14

15

16 17 18

19

20 21

22

Dilbert

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and 
logic.

How to play

DAILY COMICS SUDOKU

Cathy
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LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

GEMINI | May 21-June 20

SCORPIO Oct. | 23-Nov. 21

SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

CAPRICORN | Dec. 22-Jan. 19

AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

After doing your best to hold a grudge 
(something you’ve never been any good 
at) a peaceful wave washes it away, 
even if a friend did something that feels 
like absolute treason to you. You’ll wake 
up feeling ready, to accept the apology.

You’re torn between two very strong 
impulses. One side of you wants to 
shout your news to the world at large. 
The other side can’t stand the thought 
of letting a soul know even half of 
what’s going on inside you.

Believe it or not, that exotic new acquain-
tance with the terrific accent is more than 
ready to meet your crew, and the feel-
ings are mutual. Both sides are curious, 
and both are eager to see if everything 
you’ve said about the other is true.

The poise and assurance that oozes 
out of every pore doesn’t only work 
from nine to five, you know. It’s pret-
ty much a 24/7 kind of thing, and it 
pertains even more to your behavior 
once you punch out of work.

Let the rest of the world deal with 
problems. Your job now is to forget 
about anything that’s serious and en-
joy some time with family simply be-
cause you can. You can sometimes 
be set in your ways.

No matter where you go, what the 
circumstances are, or why you hap-
pen to be there, more often than not 
you’re likely to be made the honor-
ary principal and the financial officer. 
Most times you don’t mind.

When you least expect it, someone 
you’re quite fond of could call, write, or 
visit with one objective in mind: persuade 
you to take their side in a tricky dispute. 
You, of course, won’t hesitate to agree, 
especially if it’s a city hall kind of thing.

ell everyone all what you think even 
if you suddenly realize that it’s going 
to startle them by revealing a roman-
tic secret. Your list of priorities has 
changed drastically recently. It’s okay. 
It’s not all that odd.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

CANCER | June 21-July 22

LEO | July 23-Aug. 22

Management has always been some-
thing you’ve always believed you’d be 
pretty good at, given the chance. Well, 
here it is. The chance to climb a ladder, 
corporate or otherwise, has just arrived.

ou’re just about ready to tend to the di-
lemma you’ve been trying so hard to work 
out. In fact, if you can manage it, take 
some time now before things really heat 
up. Your best bet? Spend some time with 
your significant other and surprise them.

LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

omething could cause you to say some 
uncharacteristic things, and putting your 
foot in your mouth could result in awk-
wardness, embarrassment, and even re-
gret. You’re only human, though, so your 
verbal faux pas should be forgiven in time.

VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

The universe is enhancing critical 
thinking, making it easier for you to 
formulate crucial decisions. Negative 
thinking can be a hindrance to for-
ward progress. Look on the bright 
side as much as possible.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag
Tell us what’s happening in your community.

COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIP NOMINATIONS
The Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the United King-
dom is inviting nominations from Antigua and Barbuda for Com-
monwealth Master’s Scholarships tenable from 2021.
Closing date for nominations is 1st March, 2021.
Deadline for submission of applications to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Sports and Creative Industries is 19th February, 2021.
Full details of the scholarships are included in the 2021 terms and 
conditions, available at: cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships

CHSS DARE TO D.E.A.R. BOOK DRIVE 2020
Clare Hall Secondary School is inviting past Clarehalites, enter-
tainers, radio personalities and the general public to  participate 
in its DARE to D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read) Book Drive 
2020. Send us a video recording about your favourite book and 
donate a copy or multiple copies of that book to our school library. 
Give us  a call at 462-3487 or mail us at admin@chss.edu.ag.  
The book drive culminates in December 2020.  We DARE you to 
D.E.A.R  with us and help us promote literacy amongst our stu-
dents.

QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT
The Quality Assurance Unit, Ministry of Tourism will be suspend-
ing operations from December 15, 2020 to January 15, 2021.  All 
property owners are asked to take note as no inspections and 
covid-19 certifications will be executed during this period. For 
more information contact the department t 468-4061/4003.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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Novak Djokovic has said his letter 
calling for better conditions for 
players self-isolating in Melbourne 
was written with “good intentions” 
and has been “misconstrued as 
being selfish, difficult and ungrateful.” 
 Djokovic was criticized after he 

asked Australian Open tournament 
director Craig Tiley to relax 
quarantine rules. Seventy-two 
players are unable to leave their 
hotel rooms for fourteen days. 
The Serb said he acted because 
he genuinely cares about fellow 
players. 
Djokovic reportedly asked for 

reduced isolation periods and 
having players in quarantine moved 
to private houses with tennis courts. 
In a lengthy social media post, 
the world number one said he 
wanted to use his profile to improve 
conditions for the players, who 
were forced into quarantine after 
positive coronavirus test results 

on flights bound for the event in 
Australia. 
Some players have expressed 

frustration at being confined to 
hotel rooms, though Djokovic denied 
they had questioned the fourteen-
day rule. Djokovic said things in the 
media escalated and there was a 
genuine impression that the players, 
including himself, are ungrateful, 
weak, and selfish because of their 
unpleasant feelings in quarantine. 
 Meanwhile, Australian Open 

players have been told not to 
feed mice at the quarantine hotel 
in Melbourne after one player 
complained of rodents in her room. 
Yulia Putintseva, the world number 
twenty-eight, swapped rooms after 
finding a mouse but said her new 
room is also infested. 
The twenty-six-year-old is among 

seventy players and their entourages 
confined to their hotel rooms for 
fourteen days. Victoria state police 
minister Lisa Neville “encouraged” 
players to minimize interaction with 
mice. Neville said she understands 
that there have been some feeding 
going on. 
Neville also said ten people in 

total who have flown to Melbourne 
for the tournament had now tested 
positive for coronavirus, with 
three new cases on Wednesday 
comprising two players and a 
support person. The Australia Open 
will serve off on 8th February.

Novak Djokovic says letter written with good intentions

The English Premier 
League is making a start 
ahead of everyone else by 
becoming the first football 
league to approve perma-
nent concussion substitutes 
from next week. 
Teams will be given 

two concussion replace-
ments, in addition to their 

three regular subs, in each 
game. But to avoid poten-
tial cheating by clubs seek-
ing to take advantage of 
the new law, the opposing 
coach will also be allowed 
to make extra substitutions 
on top of the standard 
three changes. 
The International FA 

Board, which governs the 
laws of the game, gave 
competitions the oppor-
tunity to utilize concussion 
subs, after approving them 
on a trial basis in Decem-
ber. 
The English Football As-

sociation is keen to follow 
the league’s lead with the 

rule to be in place for the 
FA Cup fifth round. The de-
cision came at the end of 
a year in which the deaths 
of England’s 1966 World 
Cup heroes Jack Charlton 
and Nobby Stiles were 
both linked to dementia di-
agnoses and the impact of 
head injuries in football.

Greenlight for concussion subs from next week

West Indies batting in the 
first One-Day-Internation-
al against Bangladesh has 
been described as being 
disgraceful and exposed 
their lack of maturity. 
The Caribbean side was 

only able to muster 122 
runs in their six-wicket de-
feat to Bangladesh in their 
opening game on Wednes-
day. Batting first, the West 
Indies collapsed to fifty-six 

for five and were only able 
to crawl beyond the one 
hundred-mark, courtesy of 
a fifty-nine-run partnership 
between Kyle Mayers (40), 
and Rovman Powell (28). 
Shakib-al-Hasan ripped 

through the Caribbean 
side’s batting with man-
of-the match figures of 
four for eight with only 
two batsmen making more 
than twenty runs. Interim 

captain Jason Mohammed 
pointed to the lack of pa-
tience at the crease by his 
teammates, especially in 
the middle overs against 
the spinners. 
The Trinidadian said his 

team need to spend more 
time in the middle to be 
successful. Mayers, who 
top scored for the regional 
team with forty, was one of 
six debutants in the contest 

at the Sher-e-Bangla Na-
tional Stadium. 
 The total was the sec-

ond lowest for the Carib-
bean side against Bangla-
desh, only bettering the 
sixty-one they managed 
in Chattogram ten years 
ago. Mohammed said the 
batting line up is inexperi-
enced, but capable of bet-
ter batting performance.

Batsmen need to exercise patience

Novak Djokovic
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Pres iden t of the 
Ant igua and Barbuda 
Cyc l i ng Federa t ion , 
S t.  C la i r W i l l i ams ,  sa id 
tha t desp i te  an overa l l 
d i sappo in t year,  2020 
ended on a good note 
w i th  the fo rmat ion of 
a par tne rsh ip w i th 
Nag ico In su rance 
whereby a l l  members 
of the Federa t ion are 
i n su red fo r t ra in i ng 
and compet i t i ve 
races . 
W i l l i ams po in ted 

to s i t ua t ions such 
as group co l l i s i ons , 
where coverage i s 
up to $250 ,000.  The 
Federa t ion hos ted a 
reg i s t ra t ion day on 
16 th January and w i l l 
oversee the i r f i rs t 
compet i t i ve c i rcu i t 
race fo r 202 1  on 

Sunday a t Coo l idge , 
sponsored by 
Parad i so Water. 
The E l i te  C las s w i l l 

r i de twen ty-f i ve laps 
w i th  each lap be ing 
one and a ha l f  m i l e s ; 
E l i te  fema les w i l l 
manage f i f teen laps ; 
wh i l e  mas te rs w i l l 
nav iga te twen ty laps . 
J un io rs and beg inners 
w i l l  race fo r f i f teen 

laps ,  w i t h  the 
Cadet s a l so 
do ing f i f teen 
and f i ve laps 

respec t i ve l y. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

f rom the Roya l  Po l i ce 
Force of An tgua and 
Barbuda w i l l  be on 
hand to ass i s t  w i t h 
secur i t y,  sa fe ty,  and 
ensu r i ng tha t a l l  t he 
COVID-19 pro toco l s 
a re fo l lowed . 
Immed ia te l y a f te r th i s 
weekend ’s race ,  the 
federa t ion w i l l  fea tu re 
t ime t r ia l s  f rom Mor r i s 
Bay to Darkwood and 
back . 
W i l l i ams sa id the two 

open ing races fo r the 
year are be ing used 
to acc l imat i ze the 
r ide rs to adher i ng to 
the pro toco l s wh ich 
are par t of the new 
l i feb lood of spor t s . 
The pres iden t 

no ted tha t cyc l i s t s 
a re look ing fo rward 
to the even t s a f te r 
on ly one compet i t i ve 
race i n  2020 because 
of the coronav i ru s , 
wh ich brough t the 
spor t to a s tands t i l l 
s i nce March 2020.
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Cycling Federation hosts first 
race this weekend at Coolidge


