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The United States 
will, today, inaugurate 
its 46th president when 
Joseph R. Biden takes 
the oath of office at 
noon. Few administra-
tions have started off 
with such challenges 
before them as the in-
coming administration.
The United States is 

the country most af-
fected by the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pan-
demic recording the 
most cases and the 
most deaths, and it  
is seemingly unable 
to come to grips with 
this fast-spreading vi-
rus. The pandemic has 
had a toll on the US 
economy with atten-
dant job losses in the 
millions. Gone too are 
many businesses and 
industries.
The US has also had 

to face the demon it 
created over centuries 
and which it has had a 
hard time in acknowl-
edging that the demon 
or the problem exists. 
This is systemic racism. 
It ’s what accounts for 
the high rate of incar-
ceration among black 
men in the U.S; it ’s why 
poverty among Af-
ro-Americans is higher 
than for white Amer-
icans. Racism deter-
mines where a person 
lives, the education to 
which he is exposed 
and even affects qual-
ity of life issues and 
life expectancy itself.
The ugliness of rac-

ism was given free 
reign under the outgo-
ing administration, but 
it would be naïve and 
incorrect to say that 
President Trump is the 
cause of the problem; 
he was a mere accel-
erant of a problem as 
old as the US itself.
Then there is the US 

retreat from such in-
ternational engage-
ments as the Paris Cli-
mate Accord and the 
World Health Organi-
sation.
Most particular for 

us in the Caribbean 
will be the US’s atti-
tude to countries such 
as Cuba and Venezu-
ela. As a ‘thump in the 
nose’ gesture, the out-
going administration 
this month declared 
Cuba as ‘a state spon-
sor of terrorism’, an er-
roneous and backward 
looking move, but one 
which spells further 
isolation and hardship 
for the Cuban people. 
The most serious ter-
rorism threat to the 
US must be the threat 
from white suprema-
cists who overran the 
US Capitol Building on 
January 6 this year.
No one thinks that 

Cuba had anything 
to do with this home-
grown insurrection, but 
Trump and his allies 
really wanted to mud-
dy the waters and to 
tie the hands of Biden 
should he wish to re-
vert to the Obama-

era reduction in ten-
sion between the two 
neighbours.
The situation in Ven-

ezuela is equally chal-
lenging because the 
US had allowed an 
opposition leader to 
declare himself pres-
ident, and it initiated 
several moves to oust 
the Nicholas Maduro 
government. All have 
failed. What will be 
the Biden administra-
tion’s moves, regard-
ing Venezuela?  Again, 
we have to ‘wait and 
see’.
For the English 

speaking Caribbean, 
the US has always 
served as that coun-
try one wanted to 
visit, to study and to 
live. Practically, every 
household in Antigua 
and Barbuda has at 
least one family mem-
ber living in the States. 
It is the region’s larg-
est trade partner and 
a major source of 
tourists for those tour-
ism-dependent econo-
mies.
The US has also his-

torically been a source 
of development aid 
for the English-speak-
ing Caribbean. How-
ever, the more recent 
administrations have 
seen a steady reduc-
tion in this aid. Most 
of the assistance from 
the US now comes in 
aid to the RSS to as-
sist the Americans in-
terdict drugs traveling 

through the region to 
its lucrative markets.
As the US retreated 

in recent times, other 
powers have sought to 
fill the void. The Peo-
ple’s Republic of China 
has pumped billions of 
dollars throughout the 
Caribbean in recent 
times upgrading air 
and seaports and oth-
er major infrastructur-
al developments much 
to the chagrin of the 
US.
Is this the end of 

American exceptional-
ism - a concept pro-
moted by past ad-
ministrations? Recent 
events in the US have 
dimmed that view 
in the eyes of many 
across the globe.
As the new admin-

istration takes office, 
perhaps the policy 
that ought to be pur-
sued is not exception-
alism of any race or 
class, but the mindset 
of ‘people exception-
alism’ that all peoples 
are created equal and 
that everyone has an 
inalienable right to the 
resources of the earth.
The people of Anti-

gua and Barbuda and 
the entire region would 
want to wish the Biden 
administration much 
success as we salute 
an American first - the 
swearing in of Kamala 
Harris, who has Jamai-
can roots, as the first 
female Vice President. 
Selah!

NEW ADMINISTRATION, NEW EXPECTATIONS!
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“Of all the forms of inequality, in-
justice in health care is the most 
shocking and inhumane.” 
This quotation from the late Amer-

ican civil rights leader, Dr Martin Lu-
ther King, was highlighted by Antigua 
and Barbuda’s Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter, E.P. Chet Greene in commenting 
on reports that the richer countries 

and large pharma companies are 
hoarding the COVID-19 vaccines.
Speaking with PointeXpress, 

Greene said the reports coming out 
of the current meeting of the World 
Health Organization’s Executive 
Board concerning the issue constitut-
ed “one of the most frightening devel-
opments of our time.” He noted that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has affected 
every nation across the world; small 
economies more so than large ones, 
have been under immense pressure.
“Here in Antigua and Barbuda, our 

economy is predicated on tourism 
which has been shut down by the 
pandemic. One would understand 
easily the value of a vaccine to the 
reopening, revival of this industry 
and to other small island economies 
around the world that depend on 
tourism. The notion that large coun-
tries, which for the most part are 
the developers of the vaccines, are 

hoarding the vaccines to the exclu-
sion of small nations only foretells the 
kinds of problems we will have going 
forward,” he observed.
The foreign minister feels that with-

out the vaccines Antigua and Barbu-
da and others will be left ‘wide open’ 
to further economic degradation as 
well as the health challenges that will 
persist.
He continued that hoarding of 

the vaccines places poorer nations 
in “existential danger” or a danger 
zone where the lives of people in 
poorer countries do not appear to 
matter. “This can’t be the global fam-
ily to which we pride ourselves of 
being a part,” he stated.
 Foreign Minister Greene is express-

ing hope that the incoming Biden Ad-
ministration in the US will adopt mes-
sages that will redound to the benefit 
of the smaller more vulnerable states, 
such as Antigua and Barbuda.

Foreign Minister sees vaccine hoarding 
as threat to country’s survival

Foreign Affairs Minister E.P. Chet Greene
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The decision by the Unit-
ed Kingdom and the United 
States authorities to introduce 
new restrictions for people 
entering their countries is hav-
ing a negative impact on the 
hotels sector in Antigua and 
Barbuda, already hit hard by 
the COVID-19 pandemic now 
into its tenth month.
Newly appointed chairman 

of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Hotel and Tourisism Associa-
tion (ABHTA), Alex De Brito, 
said the decision has created 
a ‘huge challenge’ for hote-
liers who have to be con-
stantly making adjustments 
almost on the daily basis.
“We are suffering from 

the restrictions introduced in 
our two major source mar-
kets – the UK and the US – 

which now require negative 
COVID-19 tests for reentry 
into these countries. No one 
will be allowed to board a 
flight into these countries 
without the certificate of a 
negative test,” he explained.
The ABHTA chairman how-

ever disclosed that there has 
been close cooperation be-
tween the association, the 
ministries of health and tour-
ism, along with the Mount 
St. John’s Medical Centre 
(MSJMC) to have these tests 
done for returning guests.
These efforts have resulted 

in the completion of tests for 
those travellers who are re-
turning to the UK today to 
be able to complete the tests 
and the results returned in 
time for them to travel.

He said these measures will 
face further challenges when 
the restrictions for return trav-
el to the US take effect on 
26th January.
According to De Brito, 

hotels across the country 
have seen fall-off in book-
ings, along with cancellations, 
since the announcement from 
the major source markets. At 
least one hotel, Blue Waters, 
has announced its temporary 
closure, a move to cope with 
the impact of the new restric-
tions.
Flights from the UK have 

been affected as one of the 
two carriers – Virgin Atlantic 
– has announced that it will 
curtail flights until March. The 
airline cited falling demand 
and low bookings as a rea-

son for the decision.
The other airline operating 

the route – British Airways – 
has reduced its flights from 
four a week down to two.
The ABHTA chairman said 

most hotels are trying to stay 
open at least for the next few 
weeks as the hope is that the 
UK government will lift its re-
strictions on non-essential 
travel in mid-February. The 
hotels are also hoping that 
the new Biden Administration, 
which takes office in the US 
today, may adopt policies 
that will ‘ease’ the strain on 
travellers from that country.
He described the current 

situation as ‘fluid,’ stating that 
it is difficult to make any pre-
dictions about what to ex-
pect in the future.

‘Double whammy’ for local hotels

The number of active 
COVID-19 cases in Antigua 
and Barbuda continue the 
upward climb as the Min-
istry of Health is reporting 
increases in positive cases 
almost on a daily basis.
The ministry is reporting 

that the latest information 
coming from the Mount St. 
John’s Medical Centre (MS-
JMC) has confirmed one 
new COVID-19 positive case 
as of Monday 18th January, 
2021.
 There are now twenty-sev-

en (27) active COVID-19 
cases with one hundred and 
ninety (190) people con-
firmed with the virus in the 
country. However, of that 
number recoveries have 
been pegged at one hun-
dred and fifty-seven (157).
“Subsequent to the pub-

lication of the dashboard 
for Sunday 17th January, 

2021 with the cut off time 
of 6:00 p.m., one hundred 
and twelve additional sam-
ples were processed at 
the Mount St. John’s Medi-
cal Center which increased 
the pending results from fif-
ty-four to one hundred and 
sixty-six,” the ministry said in 
the latest media update.
It said of the one hun-

dred and sixty-six samples 
processed by MSJMC, one 
hundred and sixty-five were 
negative and one positive. 
The single new case is im-
ported. An investigation has 
been launched into the new 
case and contact tracing 
and testing is in progress.
One new recovery has 

been recorded bringing that 
total to one hundred and fif-
ty-seven.
Meanwhile, one hundred 

and four samples are pend-
ing.

Active COVID-19 cases inch up to 27
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The recent decision by 
the government of the 
United Kingdom to insti-
tute a strict lockdown of 
that country is already 
having a negative impact 
on the Antigua and Bar-
buda economy with flights 
from that important mar-
ket already cut in half.
In assessing the impact, 

Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne said the govern-
ment has to keep an eye 
on developments in the UK 
and the United States and 
see to what extent it may 
have to reduce its growth 
estimates as a result.
The UK has accounted 

for half of the visitors to 
the island since the re-
opening of the borders 
and this latest lockdown, 
to last for six weeks, has 

forced both Virgin Atlantic 
and British Airways to re-
duce their flights from four 
each per week, down to 
two each.
Chairman of the Antigua 

and Barbuda Hotels and 
Tourism Association (ABH-
TA), Alex de Brito, said he 
will provide a full update 
on the impact on the ho-
tels sector this week, but 
hinted that he expects it 
to be ‘bad.’
Speaking on the week-

end, PM Browne said the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
been devastating to the 
national economy with 
a reduction in output at 
approximately twenty per 
cent. “We may have to re-
duce our growth estimates 
further and the estimated 
recovery will be longer. 

In fact, if we reduce the 
estimates lower than the 
current five per cent then 
it will take even longer—
between two and three 
years—for us to recover 
the losses of COVID-19 
and return to pre-pan-
demic economy,” he stat-
ed.
According to the prime 

minister, it is very import-
ant that the US and the 
UK, the country’s two main 
sources for tourism, get 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic under control ‘as soon 
as possible,’ thus leading 
to life returning to some 
measure of normality.
Meanwhile, the prime 

minister said the govern-
ment welcomes more na-
tional investment in the 
economy with generous 

incentive packages as this 
is one way to help ease 
the country out of the 
current economic slump. 
He said there are sever-
al initiatives, including the 
Prime Minister Entrepre-
neurial Development Fund, 
through which the govern-
ment has incentivized in-
vestments in the economy.
Additionally, he an-

nounced that the govern-
ment intends to re-cap-
italize the Antigua and 
Barbuda Development 
Bank as a source of fund-
ing for small and medi-
um size businesses, with 
the aim of expanding the 
ownership class in the 
country, to increase the 
contribution of these indi-
viduals, and to accelerate 
the recovery.

Nat ion’s recovery t ied to 
developments in US and UK says PM

A Grays Farm man who 
was accused of break-
ing into a woman’s Ottos 
home and stealing sev-
eral household items has 
admitted to receiving the 
items and will now spend 
one year in prison.

Twenty-three-year-old 
Joshua Smith was found 
in possession of one 32” 
flat screen television, mi-
crowave oven, washing 
machine, electric fan, 
blender, mobile phone, 
and several pieces of 
jewellery, among oth-
er valuable items which 
were reported stolen.
On 15th January, the 

victim received a call 
from the landlord notify-
ing him of the break-in.
The defendant was lat-

er pulled over driving a 
Honda Fit with the items 
reported missing.
Another man, Ricardo 

Clarke, who was wanted 
by the police in connec-

tion with the same break 
in, was also reportedly in 
said vehicle but fled the 
scene.
He surrendered to the 

police Tuesday afternoon.
Smith alleges that it 

was Clarke who asked 
him for a ride to collect 
the items, saying that it is 
his aunt’s home.
Smith claimed that he 

did not know they were 
being stolen and merely 
sat in the car while the 
goods were being fitted 
into the small rental car.
He was also charged 

with violating the curfew 
restriction, having left his 
home after 12 a.m. on the 
day of the incident.

He appeared before 
Chief Magistrate Joanne 
Walsh on Tuesday in the 
St. John’s Magistrates’ 
Court and was sentenced 
to six months for breaking 
the curfew and a year for 
receiving.  The sentences 
will run concurrently.
Smith is also awaiting a 

hearing for allegedly rob-
bing an Armstrong Road 
woman of an undisclosed 
sum of money, mobile 
phone, and other import-
ant pieces of documents. 
The alleged incident oc-
curred on Joseph Lane 
on 15th January, 2021.
The date for that mat-

ter was set for 8th April.

Man gets one year for receiving stolen 
items, says he was asked for a ride

Ricardo Clarke
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The Antigua and Bar-
buda Social Security 
Board (ABSSB) has an-
nounced the introduction 
of a new pension pay-
ment arrangement as it 
adopts measures to cope 
will falling collections.
In an official statement 

Tuesday, the Board said 
the measure takes im-
mediate effect and will 
likely last for the next 
six months. “As we be-
gin 2021, the Antigua & 
Barbuda Social Security 
Board will embark on a 
new payment system for 
pensioners. Understand-
ing that the COVID-19 
pandemic will continue 
to impact our contribu-
tion intake, the ABSSB 
intends to introduce a 
payment schedule for 
our major financial insti-
tutions in January 2021,” 
the statement read. 
It noted that cash flow 

will always impact the 
Pay-as-You-Go system 
of the ABSSB. “Therefore, 
this year we intend to 

make payments in keep-
ing with our contribution 
receipts. Rather than 

waiting to pay the banks 
one at a time, we will 
be paying multiple insti-

tutions at once. This will 
result in our major finan-
cial institutions receiving 
pension payments in in-
stallments,” it explained. 
According to the re-

lease, the Social Security 
database will be used to 
determine how best to 
achieve this. “It is antic-
ipated that this strategy 
will serve to ease the 
burden on our customers 
and will be used for the 
next six months.” 
“We know that these 

are trying times for us all 
and we are truly grateful 
to you, our beneficiaries, 
for your forbearance as 
we continue to navigate 
these difficult times,” the 
release concluded.
ABSSB Director David 

Matthias said all the ma-
jor financial institutions 
have already received 
more than half of their 
payments and he ex-
pects to make the sec-
ond installment for the 
month perhaps by this 
Friday.

Social Security introduces 
new pension payments plan

ABSSB Director David Matthias

Two people have been 
arrested and charged for 
violating the curfew reg-
ulations that form part of 
the state of emergency. 
Police reports identified 

them as 30-year-old Glen 
Strann of DeSouza Road 
and 42-year-old Cemona 
James of Seaview Farm, 
who were stopped by po-
lice on Sir George Walter 

Highway on Monday out-
side the curfew period.  
The reports also stated 

that Ita M. King of Gold-
en Grove was stopped by 
members of the COVID-19 
Curfew Compliance Joint 
Task Force on Factory Road 
after midnight on Tuesday 
19th January. She too was 
arrested and charged for 
breach of curfew.

In another incident, Frank-
lin Williams of Nut Grove 
was found driving with 
an expired driver’s licence 
outside the curfew period 
after 1:00 a.m. on Tuesday 
in Golden Grove. He was 
arrested and charged for 
the offences.
Meanwhile, Oscar Thom-

as and Kareem Nicho-
las, both of St. Johnson’s 

Village, appeared before 
Chief Magistrate Walsh 
on Monday, charged with 
breaching curfew regula-
tions. 
They pleaded guilty and 

were fined $500.00 each, 
to be paid on or before 
25th January, 2021. In de-
fault they will spend one 
month at Her Majesty’s 
Prison.

Several curfew violators charged
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The agreemen t 
th rough wh ich The 
Un i ve rs i t y of t he 
Wes t I nd ie s ,  F i ve I s -
l ands ,  w i l l  hos t t he 
Cen t re  fo r Exce l -
l ence fo r Oceanog-
raphy and the B l ue 
Economy has been 
fo rma l i zed .
On Tuesday,  t he 

P r ime M in i s te r of 
An t igua and Barbu-
da ,  Gas ton Browne , 
t he V ice -Chance l l o r 
of The Un i ve rs i t y 
of t he Wes t I nd ie s , 
P rofes so r S i r H i l a -
ry Beck le s ,  and the 
Cha i r of t he Asso-
c ia t ion of Common-
wea l t h  Un i ve rs i t i e s , 
P rofes so r S i r Ed By-
rne ,  s igned a Mem-
orandum of Under-
s tand ing (MOU) to 
fo rma l i ze  the i r co l -
l abora t ion i n  sup-
por t of t he cen t re 
a t The Un i ve rs i t y 
of t he Wes t I nd ie s , 
F i ve I s lands Cam-
pus .
“ The Cen t re  w i l l 

a im to advance i n -
te l l ec tua l  p rogres s 
and s t reng then i n -
s t i t u t i ona l  capac i -
t y i n  t he areas of 
mar i ne sc i ence and 
the b l ue economy 
wh i l e  benef i t t i ng 
f rom the soc ie ta l , 
econom ic and en-
v i ronmen ta l  oppor-
tun i t i e s fo r t he Ca-
r ibbean w i t h i n  th i s 
emerg ing sec to r, ”  a 

s ta temen t f rom the 
Of f i ce of t he P r ime 
M in i s te r sa id .
I t  i s  expec ted tha t 

An t igua and Barbu-
da ,  as we l l  as the 
w ide r Car ibbean 
reg ion ,  w i l l  bene-
f i t  f rom an emerg-
i ng i ndus t ry wor th 
USD$2 .5 t r i l l i on 
g loba l l y t h rough 
the sus ta i nab le  d i -
ve rs i f i ca t ion of t he 
economy i n to a reas 
such as aquacu l -
t u re ,  mar i ne renew-
ab le  energy,  b io -
techno logy and sea 
vege tab le  fa rm ing . 
The s ta temen t 

added tha t as a 
‘ l a rge ocean s ta te , ’ 
An t igua and Barbu-
da has been ac t i ve 
i n  key b l ue economy 
i n i t i a t i ves ,  i nc l ud-
i ng co-champ ion ing 
the Commonwea l t h 
B l ue Char te r ’s  Sus -
ta i nab le  B l ue Econ-
omy Ac t ion Group, 
wh i ch encourages 

be t te r s tewardsh ip 
of ‘ b l ue resou rces . ’  
 “ The UWI F i ve I s -

lands Campus i s  an 
i nves tmen t i n  t he 
you th  of An t igua 
and Barbuda and 
the Eas te rn  Car ib -
bean .  My govern -
men t ’s  suppor t fo r 
t h i s  Cen t re  of Exce l -
l ence fo r Oceanog-
raphy and the B l ue 
Economy i s  p red i -
ca ted on our v i s ion 
to prov ide eas ie r 
access to qua l i t y 
t ra i n i ng and new 
know ledge a t a te r-
t i a ry l eve l  fo r ou r 
peop le .  I t s  rea l i za -
t ion w i l l  requ i re  ou r 
co l l ec t i ve i ngenu i t y 
and commi tmen t to 
iden t i f y and secu re 
the necessa ry re -
sou rces to advance 
th i s  impor tan t am-
b i t i on .  I  t he re fo re 
i nv i te  a l l  p resen t 
today to par tne r 
w i t h  us i n  a tang i -
b le  and ef f i cac ious 

manner to es tab l i s h 
th i s  cen t re  i n  shor t 
o rder, ”  P r ime M in i s -
te r B rowne u rged . 
Th i s  v i s i on bu i l d s 

on The Un i ve rs i -
t y of t he Wes t of 
I nd ie s ’  w ide r rep-
u ta t ion as a l ead-
i ng i n s t i t u t i on l ead-
i ng c l ima te ac t ion . 
The UWI ’s  advoca-
cy on the Sus ta i n -
ab le  Deve lopmen t 
Goa l s  (SGDs)  and 
the 2030 deve lop-
men t agenda have 
rece i ved g loba l  ac-
know ledgemen t.
“We are an ac t i v i s t 

un i ve rs i t y,  tack l i ng 
a l l  of t he b ig cha l -
l enges fac i ng our 
reg ion ,  and commi t-
ted to se rv i ng the 
deve lopmen t needs 
of ou r peop le .  Ex-
pec ted l y the re fo re , 
The UWI has been 
a t t he fo re f ron t of 
teach ing ,  re search 
and advocacy on 
sus ta i nab le  deve l -
opmen t and c l ima te 
ac t ion i n  the Ca-
r ibbean fo r many 
decades .  Our years 
of s ign i f i can t con-
t r i bu t ions have 
earned us recogn i -
t i on as the g loba l 
l eader i n  t he mob i -
l i za t ion of re search 
and advocacy fo r 
a c l ima te smar t 
wor ld .  I t  i s  a des -
igna t ion we have 
proud ly accep ted 

Government signs MOU for Centre to 
study oceanography and blue economy

Prime Minister Gaston Browne and Professor Sir Ed Byrne 

cont’d on pg 8
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wi th  a deep sense 
of commi tmen t.  I n 
fu r t he rance of tha t 
commi tmen t,  we 
embrace th i s  op-
por tun i t y to mob i -
l i ze  ou r exper t i se 
as we work a long-
s ide our govern -
men t s and par tne rs 
i n  t h i s  a rea of c r i t-
i ca l  impor tance to 
the sus ta i nab i l i t y 
and compet i t i ve -
nes s of t he Car ib -
bean , ”  P rofes so r S i r 
H i l a ry Beck le s de-
c la red .
As the o ldes t un i -

ve rs i t y ne twork i n 
the wor ld ,  ded i -
ca ted to mak ing 
the wor ld  a be t te r 
p lace th rough co-

opera t ion i n  h ighe r 
educa t ion ,  t he As -
soc ia t ion of Com-
monwea l t h  Un i ve r-
s i t i e s  i s  un ique l y 
p laced to l eve rage 
i t s  i n te rna t iona l  ac-
adem ic ne twork s i n 
suppor t of t h i s  v i -
s ion .
“None of the Sus -

ta i nab le  Deve lop-
men t Goa l s  can be 
ach ieved w i t hou t 
h ighe r educa t ion . 
The Governmen t of 
An t igua and Bar-
buda ’s  v i s i on to 
deve lop a Cen t re 
of Exce l l ence i n 
Oceanography and 
the B l ue Economy 
a t The UWI F i ve I s -
lands campus i s  a 

key examp le of t h i s , 
and we we lcome 
the Governmen t 
pu t t i ng h ighe r edu-
ca t ion a t t he hear t 
of t he i r approach , ” 
sa id  P rofes so r S i r 
Ed Byrne AC ,  Cha i r 
of t he Assoc ia t ion 
of Commonwea l t h 
Un i ve rs i t i e s .
The governmen t 

of An t igua and 
Barbuda named the 
Dean Jonas as i t s 
f i rs t  M in i s te r of t he 
B l ue Economy.  M in -
i s te r Jonas con t i n -
ues to cha i r an In -
te rna t iona l  S tee r i ng 
Commi t tee whose 
mandate i s  to p ro-
v ide the d i rec t ion 
to un lock the re -

sou rces fo r the suc-
ces s fu l  e s tab l i s h -
men t of t he Cen t re . 
M in i s te r Jonas a l so 
spoke a t Tuesday ’s 
ce remony.   He sees 
An t igua and Bar-
buda as we l l  pos i -
t i oned to move th i s 
p rogramme fo rward 
and w i l l  be shar-
i ng key updates 
as the process of 
es tab l i s hmen t de-
ve lops .  Dr.  S ta -
cy R i chards -Ken-
nedy,  D i rec to r of 
The UWI ’s  Of f i ce of 
G loba l  Par tne rsh ip s 
and Sus ta i nab le  Fu -
tu res ,  co-cha i rs  t h i s 
I n te rna t iona l  S tee r-
i ng Commi t tee .

cont’d from pg 7
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By Elaine Ruth Fletcher 
The world is “on the brink 
of a catastrophe and mor-
al failure – and the price of 
this failure will be paid with 
the lives and livelihoods in 
the world’s poorest coun-
tries,” declared WHO Di-
rector General Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, in 
his harshest rebuke to date 
of both countries and the 
pharma industry for fail-
ing to roll out life-saving 
COVID-19 vaccines more 
equitably across the world. 
Speaking on the open-

ing day of what is set to 
be a marathon session of 
WHO’s Executive Board, 
the WHO Director General 
noted that “more than 79 
million doses of the vac-
cine have now been ad-
ministered in at least 49 
higher income countries, 
while just 25 doses have 
been given in one low in-
come country.” 
While some WHO mem-

ber states, including India’s 
Minister of Health Harsh 
Vardhan, EB Board Chair, 
framed the vaccine roll-
outs now underway as 
the glass “half full” in his 
opening remarks – which 
coincided with the launch 
of India’s own vaccine’s 
campaign set to become 
the largest in the world, 
the WHO DG was not so 
upbeat. 
Rather Dr Tedros ex-

pressed the deep rumbles 
of dissatisfaction echoing 
among senior WHO offi-
cials over the way in which 
the WHO co-sponsored 
COVAX facility is being 
sidelined in the rush by 
countries – and even blocs 

of countries – to arrange 
their own vaccine deals. In 
fact that rush, which be-
gan with the United States, 
the European Union and 
other rich countries, now 
includes South Africa, Bra-
zil, India, and most re-
cently the African Union 
– which announced last 
week that it had secured 
pre-orders of some 270 
million vaccine doses from 
manufacturers for its mem-
ber states, outside of the 
COVAX framework.   Earli-
er this month, South Africa 
also announced that it had 
arranged for its own vac-
cine purchases, following 
on from India and Brazil. 

Countries and Compa-
nies Continue to Priori-
tize Bilateral Deals
“Some countries and 

companies continue to 
prioritize bilateral deals, 
going around COVAX, 
driving up prices and at-
tempting to jump to the 
front of the queue,” said 
Dr Tedros, noting that 
some 44 such deals were 
signed last year. 
“The situation is com-

pounded by the fact that 

most manufacturers have 
prioritized regulatory ap-
proval in rich countries 
where the profits are high-
est rather than submitting 
full dossiers to the WHO,” 
he added.  
The lack of communi-

cation from pharma pro-
ducers, he warned, could 
also delay WHO approval 
of vaccines to be rolled 
out through COVAX: “This 
could delay COVAX deliv-
eries and create exactly 
the scenario COVAX was 
designed to avoid with 
hoarding a chaotic market, 
an uncoordinated response 
and continued social and 
economic disruption.”
The WHO Director Gen-

eral called on countries 
and pharma producers to 
“change the rules of the 
game in three ways,” in-
cluding by countries trans-
parently reporting to CO-
VAX the nature of their 
bilateral deals – “including 
on volumes, pricing and 
delivery dates.” 
He also called on coun-

tries with large vaccine 
orders to “share their own 
doses with COVAX, espe-

cially once they have vac-
cinated their own health 
workers and at risk popu-
lations, so that other coun-
tries can do the same.”
And, he called on phar-

ma vaccine producers to 
“provide WHO full data for 
regulatory review in real 
time to accelerate approv-
al… to prioritize supplying 
COVAX rather than new 
bilateral deals” as well as 
to allow countries to share 
any extra doses with CO-
VAX. 
“My challenge to all 

member states is to ensure 
that by the time World 
Health Day arrives on the 
seventh of April. COVID-19 
vaccines are being admin-
istered in every country, 
as a symbol of hope for 
overcoming, both the pan-
demic and the inequalities 
that lie at the root of so 
many global health chal-
lenges,” said Tedros. 

India’s Health Minister 
More Upbeat  
While the WHO Director 

General’s comments cer-
tainly reflect the frustra-
tions being experienced by 
people in many countries 
who are watching vaccine 
distribution campaigns get 
underway among wealthier 
neighboring states, India’s 
Vardhan cast a more pos-
itive light on the progress 
seen so far in his opening 
remarks at the EB:
“Scientific capabilities 

raced against time and 
delivered on the promise 
of a vaccine in the short-
est possible time in history,” 
declared Vardhan, who is 
the EB chair. “While 2020 
was the year of science, 

WHO Director General rebukes 
countries for vaccine hoarding

cont’d on pg 10

WHO Director General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
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cont’d from pg 9
2021 shall be the year of global sol-
idarity and survival,” he forecast op-
timistically.
“COVID-19 vaccines are being 

successfully produced across many 
countries, a tech investment boom is 
being witnessed, and digital technol-
ogies are being adopted. All of this 
is combining to raise the hope of a 
new era of progress. I want to ex-
press utmost optimism that this year 
the crisis caused by the COVID19 
pandemic shall be mitigated and 
successfully reversed through com-
mitted political leadership and sus-
tainable global cooperation and 
solidarity,” said Vardhan, adding that 
the “COVID-19 vaccines offer a real 
hope – but that hope needs to reach 
everyone… therefore we must ensure 
fair and equitable distribution of the 
COVID vaccine.”

IFPMA – Concerns Over Speed 
of Access “Potentially Misleading”
Meanwhile, concerns over the lack 

of speedy access to coronavirus 
vaccines to low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs) “are potentially 
misleading and might hinder rather 
than help this unprecedented effort 
of global collaboration and solidari-
ty,” said the head of the International 
Federation of Pharmaceutical Man-
ufacturers and Associations (IFPMA), 
Thomas Cueni, in a lengthy response 
to the WHO DG’s remarks. 

“Governments around the world – 
in industrialized as well as developing 
countries – have moved overnight 
from concern about vaccine hesi-
tancy to high anxiety at rolling out 
the distribution. The political urgency 
is understandable; it is important to 
recall that the roll-out of approved 
COVID-19 vaccines is just weeks old. 
In that time, events have unfolded 
swiftly, with a couple of other vac-
cines gaining approval and more to 
follow. 
“While there is no room for com-

placency, it is important to note that 
this is the first global-health emer-
gency in which new vaccines are 
being rolled out to LMICs at about 
the same time as in richer ones,” 
said Cueni – drawing a sharp con-
trast with other pandemics, where it 
took years for vital health products 
to reach poor countries.

Executive Board Packed Agenda 
Addresses COVID Directly and In-
directly
Much of the ten-day governing 

board meeting will focus on debates 
and a flurry of initiatives that are a 
product of the COVID-19 pandemic’s 
shockwaves. Beyond the optics and 
the politics, the quality of debate 
may be a test case for whether the 
34-member EB, in its current align-
ment representing all six WHO mem-
ber state regions equally, can regain 

its past lustre as a technically-fo-
cused board – or also requires more 
serious reform in the wake of short-
comings highlighted by the pandem-
ic – as some critics have suggested.  
Items on the table will include, an 

exhaustive review of WHO’s emer-
gency response operations in gener-
al, and its COVID-19 response more 
specifically. 
There is also an initiative by 

some 46 member states for more 
far-reaching reforms in WHO’s emer-
gency powers and response capac-
ity – looking toward a formal resolu-
tion to be submitted for approval at 
the May World Health Assembly.
The EB will also consider a WHO 

request for a nearly 20% increase in 
its operating budget to fill out the 
many performance gaps that have 
been uncovered in the course of 
the pandemic; a new framework to 
examine how to put WHO’s shaky 
finances on a more sustainable foot-
ing; and foster a more efficient Or-
ganization through a series of WHO 
administrative reforms. 
Along with that, there are a host of 

other core WHO activities, initiatives 
and issues, now being re-examined 
through a COVID “lens.” These range 
from topics like patient safety and 
medicines access – to non-commu-
nicable diseases and mental health.
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Governor orders Commission of Inquiry 
to investigate BVI government

Amid recent reports that 
his office has received a lit-
any of complaints regard-
ing lack of transparency in 
government, outgoing gov-
ernor, Augustus Jaspert on 
Tuesday announced he has 
decided to issue a Com-
mission of Inquiry (COI), 
in accordance with BVI’s 
Commissions of Inquiry Act. 
The Governor’s an-

nouncement was made via 
Facebook and doesn’t ap-
pear on the BVI Govern-
ment website.
 A Commission of Inqui-

ry is a body that can look 
impartially into matters of 
public concern. 
“The Commission will look 

into whether corruption, 
abuse of office or other 
serious dishonesty in rela-
tion to officials — elected, 
statutory or public — may 
have taken place in recent 
years. If so, it will consid-
er the conditions which 
allowed this to take place 
and make independent 
recommendations for im-
provement,” Governor Jas-

pert said.
The governor said he’ll 

be hosting a press confer-
ence later this week to set 
out more details about the 
COI. He will host the con-
ference with the judge ap-
pointed to lead the inquiry.
Who will lead the com-

mission?
According to Governor 

Jaspert, the COI will be an 
entirely independent pro-
cess led by a senior im-
partial judge coming from 
outside of the territory, Sir 
Gary Hickinbottom. 
“This will help the Com-

mission reach fair unbiased 
conclusions under local 
law. Furthermore, the judge 
will have powers under the 
Commission of Inquiry Or-
dinance to collect evidence 
and summon witnesses in a 
way that our local institu-
tions cannot,” the Governor 
said.
In his statement, he also 

specified the complaints 
that his office has received 
that have led to the Com-
mission of Inquiry.

“First, there are wide 
concerns over the lack 
of transparency when it 
comes to spending public 
funds, particularly those 
relating to COVID-19 eco-
nomic stimulus support,” 
Jaspert explained.
“Second, there are wide 

concerns over the possible 
mismanagement of some 
public projects. Successive 
audit reports have set out 
practices of political in-
terference, inflated pricing 
and conflicts of interest. 
These may have cost the 
public purse millions of dol-
lars in recent years, with no 
sign of improvement,” the 
governor added.
He continued: “Third, 

and linked to the previous 
points, there are concerns 
over the lack of transpar-
ency relating to Govern-
ment contracts. Key con-
cerns include a lack of 
fair and open competition, 
conflicts of interest and a 
lack of value for money. 
We need to know how in-
dividuals are getting work 
so we can ensure equal 
opportunities for all.”
It added that “law en-

forcement should expect 
a series of gang shootings 
and people’s homes get-
ting burned down.”
According to a statement 

from the TTPS, immediate-
ly upon receipt of this in-
formation, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Ag), 
‘Operations’ Joanne Archie 
held a coordinating meet-
ing with various specialized 
and intelligence units, in-
cluding GEB, SIU, MOB and 
IATF, POS CID, all First Di-
vision officers of POSD, the 
Traffic and Highway Patrol 

Branch and the POS Task-
force.
Following this meeting, 

several persons of interest 
were brought into the Bes-
son Street and St Joseph 
Police Stations.
Commissioner Griffith vis-

ited both police stations, 
where he issued a stern 
warning to persons of in-
terest that were being held 
there, making it clear to 
them that the “TTPS will not 
tolerate any plans among 
groups to cause any may-
hem and destruction.”
The commissioner said 

he received hundreds of 
messages from concerned 
members of the public 
about the veracity of the 
messages.
Griffith made it clear that 

if the messages circulating 
had any truth, the TTPS will 
move swiftly to take down 
any attempts to escalate 
any gang-related criminal 
activity that brings incon-
venience to the public.
He also reminded the 

“persons of interest” of the 
attempts made at the end 
of June 2020, which were 
met with immediate resis-
tance by the TTPS.
As a result of the mes-

sages which were circu-
lating yesterday, the com-
missioner said the TTPS 
has put certain measures 
in place should any at-
tempts be made to esca-
late gang-related criminal 
activity.
Griffith further advised 

the public to be wary of 
misinformation that is being 
circulated on social media.
He said there is no intel-

ligence to verify these al-
leged threats.

BVI Governor Augustus Jaspert
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( Jama icaobserve r) : 
Sandals Resorts Inter-
national (SRI) has an-
nounced Adam Stewart’s 
appointment as executive 
chairman of the company 
built by his father, Gor-
don “Butch” Stewart, the 
tourism industry icon who 
passed away on January 
4, 2021.
The younger Stewart is 

now the second chairman 
in the company’s 40-year 
history and takes up the 
position after working 
alongside his father for 
more than two decades, 
serving as chief executive 
officer and most recently 
deputy chairman.
“Some people are 

dreamers, and some are 
doers; my dad was the 
magical combination of 
both. He was fiercely pas-
sionate about offering a 
product that would ex-
ceed expectations, and 
we are incredibly hon-
oured to continue his pur-
suit of innovation, raising 
the bar, and creating 
landmark moments for our 
valued guests,” a compa-
ny release quotes Stewart.
The company noted 

that the executive chair-
man has helped oversee 
the continued rapid ex-
pansion of SRI throughout 
the Caribbean, including 
the recent announcement 
of two new resorts — the 
future Sandals Curacao, 
and Beaches Resort in St 
Vincent and the Grena-
dines.
Both resorts will bring 

to 20 the combined num-
ber of properties run by 

the luxury-included chain 
across nine Caribbean 
territories.
Sandals Resorts Interna-

tional is the parent com-
pany of Sandals Resorts, 
Beaches Resorts and 
Grand Pineapple Beach 
Resorts. Founded by 
Butch Stewart in 1981, SRI 
is based in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica, and is respon-
sible for resort develop-
ment, service standards, 
training and day-to-day 
operations.
In its release, SRI not-

ed that countless organ-
isations have recognised 
Adam Stewart for his 
leadership in the travel in-
dustry and his substantial 
contributions to the des-
tinations where Sandals 
Resorts operates.
As part of this commit-

ment, in 2009 he launched 
Sandals Foundation with 
a mission to lift commu-
nities through education, 
health care, and environ-
mental protection.
The foundation, which 

he will continue to serve 

as president, and its activ-
ities have helped millions 
across the region through 
various impact-focused 
programmes.
“Stewart is also a strong 

proponent of the direct 
investment and develop-
ment of team members. 
His work through the San-
dals Corporate University 
brings continued learning, 
mentorship and invaluable 
skills training to thousands 
of employees throughout 
the Caribbean,” the com-
pany noted.
In 2016, he was invested 

with the national honour, 
the Order of Distinction, 
Commander Class by the 
Government of Jamaica 
for outstanding contribu-
tion to tourism.
Reflecting on the out-

pouring of support from 
Sandals team members, 
guests and industry part-
ners around the world af-
ter the passing of Butch 
Stewart, Adam Stewart 
said his father’s shoes are 
impossible to fill. “But we 
will follow in his ground-
breaking footsteps to 
continue the important 
work we all set out to 
do together. As a com-
pany and as a team, we 
are poised for the future. 
We are already leading 
the industry in recovering 
from the greatest setback 
in the history of travel. We 
will continue to lead not 
just by saying, but by do-
ing. And at the heart of it 
all, we are solely focused 
on what we do best: de-
lighting our guests,” Stew-
art said.

Adam Stewart named executive 
chairman of Sandals Resorts Int’l

Sandals Resorts International Executive Chairman Adam Stewart
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( D om i n i c a n ewso n -
line): Director of the Pan 
American Health Orga-
nization (PAHO), Dr. Ca-
rissa Etienne, has made 
a strong appeal to the 
Dominican public to get 
vaccinated in order to 
slow down or stop any 
transmission of Covid-19.
Speaking during the 

first edition of Prime 
Minister Skerrit ’s Sun-
day talk show for 2021, 
Dr. Etienne revealed that 
COVID-19 vaccines will 
soon be available in the 

region. However, she 
said there is a level of 
reluctance and concern 
among citizens about 
taking the vaccine.
“Take the vaccine by 

all means. I am waiting 
for mine…there are sever-
al reasons for taking the 
vaccine, with the emer-
gence of mutations, be-
cause that is one of the 
things that happens to 
viruses if there’s a mag-
nitude and level of trans-
mission, it is easy for the 
viruses to mutate,” she 

explained.
The PAH Director point-

ed out that with the mu-
tations as has been seen 
with the United Kingdom 
variant, the virus “may 
well acquire the ability 
to be transmitted much 
easier or to cause more 
serious disease” and 
urged people to take the 
vaccine to “prevent our-
selves from being infect-
ed and possible death.”
Dr. Etienne cautioned 

people who think that 
they are fine because 
they are not old or they 
do not have underlying 
conditions that “more 
and more young people 
are becoming infected.”
She encouraged gov-

ernments and other 
community organizations 
to continue to educate 
community members to 
fight vaccine hesitancy 
and the wrong impres-
sions that people have 
about the vaccine.
According to the PAHO 

official, although PAHO 
said some vaccine will 
be available in March 

2021, “we probably can 
see that advance and 
receive some vaccines 
earlier…but a note of 
caution, you are not go-
ing to receive the full 
number or quantity of 
vaccines.”
Meantime, Domini-

ca-born, United States-
based medical doctor, 
Dale Dangleben who 
spoke recently on Q-95 
is also encouraging the 
general public to be 
vaccinated.
Dr. Dangleben has 

already received his 
Covid-19 vaccine.
He believes that vac-

cination is one of the 
greatest inventions in 
medicine.
 “I think at this stage 

the risk of not getting 
vaccinated is greater 
than getting vaccinated,” 
he stated. “There are a 
lot of conspiracy theo-
ries…”
Dr. Dangleben encour-

aged people to under-
stand the science and 
stop saying, “people 
want to destroy us.”

Dominicans urged to get vaccinated

Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), 
Dr. Carissa Etienne
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(Iwnsvg): Prime Min-
ister Ralph Gonsalves, 
on Monday, again re-
jected the imposition 
of curfews, states of 
emergencies, and 
outright lockdown 
measures in response 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
He, however, an-

nounced public hol-
idays this coming 
Friday and Monday, 
saying the strain of 
the pandemic and of 
the ongoing effusive 
eruption of the La 
Soufriere volcano is 
beginning to show on 
the faces of citizens.
“… We perhaps 

need as a people to 
pause, to reflect, to 
act more assuredly in 
ways which are inclu-
sive, in solidarity with 
each other, and to be 
engaged fully for the 

long haul ahead.
“These words, 

‘pause’, ‘ reflect ’ , ‘act ’ , 
‘ inclusive’, ‘solidarity ’ 
and ‘engagement ’, in-
cidentally constitute 
an uplift ing acronym 
‘praise’. That is a 
golden watch word,” 
the prime minister 
said in a national ad-
dress.  
Since Dec. 28, the 

number of COVID-19 
cases recorded in 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines has in-
creased about five-
fold, reaching 494 on 
Monday.
Of those, 359 cas-

es were detected 
among residents with 
no recent travel his-
tory, two of whom 
– 49-year-old Justi-
na Pompey, and an 
80-year-old man, 
whose name has not 

been released, have 
died after contracting 
COVID-19.
Both persons are 

said to have had 
pre-existing condi-
tions.
On Friday, the 

World Health Organi-
zation changed SVG’s 
COVID-19 status, say-
ing the country was 
having community 
transmission of the 
il lness.
However, the gov-

ernment said on 
Monday that it had 
objected to this clas-
sif ication, trigger-
ing a reversal by the 
world health govern-
ing body.
In his national ad-

dress, Gonsalves said 
that experiences in 
other CARICOM na-
tions and globally 
suggest that states 

of emergencies, cur-
fews and total lock-
downs have not been 
nearly as effective in 
stemming the rise or 
spread of the coro-
navirus.
“At the same time, 

real damage has 
been caused to lives 
and livelihoods by 
draconian measures, 
tight-as-a-drum lock-
downs, or night time 
curfews,” he said.
The prime minister 

said that other ex-
periences elsewhere, 
including SVG, have 
shown that “nuanced 
and targeted restric-
tions and regulations 
are no less effective”.
“But these nuanced 

and targeted restric-
tions and regulations 
must be properly po-
liced,” said Gonsalves, 
who is also Minister 
of National Security.
“So our government 

wil l not, at this time, 
even with a spike, 
order any state of 
emergency, lockdown 
or curfew,” he said.
The prime minis-

ter, however, said 
that current restric-
tions and regulations 
wil l be tightened and 
managed more close-
ly and, where neces-
sary and desirable, 
his government wil l 
ramp up the restric-
tions and controls.

PM declares holidays; rejects 
lockdown measures — again

Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves delivering his national address Monday night.



INTERNATIONAL NEWSPAGE 15 WEDNESDAY, 20 JANUARY, 2021

(CNN): China and 
the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) 
could have acted 
quicker and more 
forcefully to con-
tain the start of the 
Covid-19 outbreak, an 
independent review 
panel said on Mon-
day.
In its second inter-

im report, the Swit-
zerland-based Inde-
pendent Panel for 
Pandemic Prepared-
ness and Response 
determined that Bei-
jing could have been 
more vigorous in ap-
plying public health 
measures when cases 
were first detected in 
the city of Wuhan, in 
Hubei province.
“What is clear to 

the panel is that pub-
lic health measures 
could have been ap-
plied more forcefully 
by local and nation-
al health authorities 
in China in January 
(2020),” the report 
said.
The first cases in 

Wuhan occurred be-
tween December 12 
and December 29, 
2019 according to city 
authorities. The cases 
weren’t reported to 
WHO until December 
31. By the time Wuhan 
went under lockdown 
on January 23, 2020 
the virus had already 

spread to Japan, 
South Korea, Thai-
land, and the United 
States.
Several countries, 

most vocally the US 
and Australia, have 
accused Beijing of 
downplaying the out-
break’s severity during 
its early stages, and 
preventing an effec-
tive response until it 
was too late.
In response, China 

said it agrees there is 
always room for im-
provement but shut 
down the notion that 
it means the country 
is doing poorly re-
garding the pandem-
ic.
“About this I want 

to say that we should 
certainly try to do 
better. I think any 
country, including 
China, the US, the UK, 
Japan, and any other 
country, should try to 
do better, because I 
think there is always 

no best, only bet-
ter, when it comes to 
public health issues,” 
Chinese Foreign Min-
istry Spokeswoman 
Hua Chunying said.
“But I think there 

is another point that 
needs attention here,” 
Hua said. She added 
that the idea that Chi-
na should aim to work 
better is not the same 
as saying it is not do-
ing well, adding that 
Western media has 
portrayed it that way.
“The former means 

that we need to con-
stantly reform our-
selves, improve our-
selves, and constantly 
improve our ability to 
govern, aiming at the 
absolute perfection. I 
think this is precisely 
why China can con-
tinue to develop and 
make progress. The 
latter may be some-
what biased and 
carping,” Hua said.
The independent 

panel, co-chaired by 
former New Zealand 
Prime Minister Helen 
Clark and former Li-
berian President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, also 
criticized WHO for its 
delays in sounding 
the alarm, and called 
for reforms to the UN 
agency.
Despite being alert-

ed to the cases by 
the end of Decem-
ber, 2019 WHO did 
not convene its emer-
gency committee until 
January 22, 2020 -- 
and then waited un-
til January 30 before 
declaring an interna-
tional emergency.
“It is not clear why 

the committee did not 
meet until the third 
week of January, nor 
is it clear why it was 
unable to agree on 
the declaration of a 
public health emer-
gency of international 
concern when it was 
first convened,” the 
report said.
The report also high-

lighted that WHO did 
not declare the out-
break a pandemic un-
til March 11, 2020 after 
some health experts 
and media outlets 
had already begun 
adopting the term. By 
that time, there were 
already 118,000 cases 
and more than 4,000 
deaths worldwide.

China and WHO acted too slowly to 
contain Covid-19, says independent panel
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(Aljazeer): US President 
Donald Trump has released 
a farewell video, touting 
what he described as the 
success of his “America 
First” platform and telling 
his supporters that “the 
movement we started is 
only just beginning”.
Trump, who will leave of-

fice on today but will not 
attend the inauguration of 
President-elect Joe Biden, 
acknowledged in the near-
ly 20-minute video that a 
new administration would 
be sworn in this week.
“We extend our best wish-

es,” he said. “And we also 
want them to have luck. A 
very important word.
“Now, as we prepare to 

hand power over to a new 
administration at noon on 
Wednesday, I want you to 

know that the movement 
we started is only just be-
ginning,” he said.
Trump, who has main-

tained his false claims that 
November’s presidential 
election was “stolen” from 
him amid widespread voter 
fraud, described himself on 
Tuesday as “the only true 
outsider ever to win the 
presidency”.
He only acknowledged 

he would not serve a sec-
ond term as president on 
January 7, a day after his 
supporters stormed the US 
Capitol as Congress met to 
certify Biden’s victory. The 
incident left five dead.
Trump has still not explic-

itly acknowledged that he 
lost to Biden.
In the video released 

on Tuesday, Trump con-

demned the violence on 
Capitol Hill, saying “all 
Americans were horrified 
by the assault on our Cap-
itol”
“Political violence is an 

attack on everything we 
cherish as Americans. It 
can never be tolerated.”
Trump has been accused 

of egging on his supporters 
in a rally shortly before the 
Capitol breach. In a video 
message amid the cha-
os, Trump told supporters 
to go home, while saying 
“We love you” and again 
repeating his baseless al-
legation that the election 
had been “stolen”.
Last week, the US House 

of Representatives voted 
to impeach Trump for “in-
citement to insurrection” in 
relation to the riot.

Shortly before the re-
lease of Trump’s farewell 
message, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
said the rioters were “fed 
lies” and “provoked by the 
president and other pow-
erful people”.
Trump will face a trial in 

the Senate on the article 
of impeachment, which will 
require a two-thirds ma-
jority for conviction in the 
chamber, which is split 50-
50 between Democrats 
and Republicans.
A guilty vote could also 

lead to Trump being barred 
from holding future feder-
al office. As a single-term 
president, Trump is current-
ly eligible to run again in 
2024 and is expected to be 
an influential force leading 
up to that race.

Trump, in farewell address, says 
movement ‘only just beginning’

(Reuters): American Air-
lines’ wholly-owned region-
al subsidiary PSA Airlines 
plans to resume new pilot 
hiring this year, a positive 
sign for an industry that 
was ravaged last year by 
the coronavirus pandemic 
but is now preparing to 
ramp up flying.
As COVID-19 vaccines 

continue to roll out, airlines 
are hoping for a significant 
improvement in domestic 
air travel by the summer, 
even if demand does not 
fully yet recoup pre-pan-
demic levels.
“As we continue to work 

with American Airlines to 
identify our flying needs 

this year, and in combi-
nation with recent attri-
tion numbers for our Pilot 
group, we will be initiating 
hiring efforts for First Offi-
cer team members,” Keith 
Stamper, vice president of 
PSA’s air operations, said 
in a memo reviewed by 
Reuters.
A PSA spokeswoman 

confirmed the plans, which 
also include new flight at-
tendant hiring, but said: 
“We are declining disclos-
ing specific hiring numbers 
at this time.”
For years, airlines includ-

ing PSA were aggressive-
ly recruiting to address 
projected pilot shortages 

during an era of indus-
try growth, but hiring and 
training programs were 
halted last year as the 
pandemic forced thou-
sands of furloughs.
Dayton, Ohio-based 

PSA, which operates do-
mestic routes for Ameri-
can, furloughed 723 pilots 
and 323 flight attendants 
last October when an ini-
tial COVID-19 relief plan 
for U.S. airlines expired. 
Employees were recalled 
last month following a 
fresh $15 billion in govern-
ment aid for the struggling 
industry.
Major airlines like Ameri-

can rely on regional carri-

ers, which have a cheaper 
workforce, to operate a 
large share of their do-
mestic networks.
Over time, regional pi-

lots work their way up to 
the majors, which are pre-
paring for a wave of re-
tirements in coming years 
even after many pilots 
took early departure deals 
during the pandemic.
American, for example, 

expects over 11,149 pilots 
to reach the mandatory 
retirement age of 65 be-
tween 2021 and 2041, with 
455 expected to retire this 
year alone, according to 
internal company projec-
tions updated on Jan. 18.

Eyeing a recovery, American Airlines’ 
regional carrier to resume pilot hiring



INTERNATIONAL NEWSPAGE 17 WEDNESDAY, 20 JANUARY, 2021

Joe Biden & Kamala Harris’ 
Inauguration Today

(Billboard): Joe Biden 
and Kamala Harris will be 
sworn in as president and 
vice president of the Unit-
ed States today, during 
the 59th Inaugural Swear-
ing-In Ceremony.
The ceremony will be 

downsized and restruc-
tured due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
traditional in-person pa-
rade along Pennsylvania 
Avenue will be replaced 
by an official escort with 
representatives of every 
branch of the military for 
one block. The FBI and 
Secret Service have in-
creased security efforts 
for Wednesday following 
the deadly U.S. Capitol 
riot on Jan. 6, heeding 
warnings that far-right ex-
tremist groups are plan-
ning a similar attack.
Lady Gaga will sing the 

national anthem and Jen-
nifer Lopez will also deliv-

er a musical performance.
After being sworn in by 

Chief Justice John G. Rob-
erts Jr., Biden will deliver 
his inaugural address that 
lays out “his vision to de-
feat the pandemic, build 
back better, and uni-
fy and heal the nation,” 
according to the Presi-
dential Inaugural Com-
mittee’s schedule. He will 
also conduct a traditional 

review of military troops 
after taking his oath of 
office.
“This inauguration pres-

ents a unique opportunity 
to spotlight the resilience 
and spirit of an America 
united,” said Presiden-
tial Inaugural Commit-
tee CEO Tony Allen in a 
statement. “We have wit-
nessed countless heroes 
this past year step up to 

the frontlines and serve 
their fellow Americans, so 
we are telling their stories, 
spreading their collective 
light, and celebrating the 
best of our country and 
its people with this prime-
time program. Our first 
priority is safety -- so 
while many of us will be 
watching safely from our 
homes, we are creating 
real moments of connec-
tion that highlight a new 
inclusive American era of 
leadership that works for 
and represents all Amer-
icans.”
The 59th Inaugural 

Swearing-In Ceremony 
will be held at noon ET 
on Wednesday, Jan. 20 on 
the west front of the Cap-
itol building. The Presiden-
tial Inaugural Committee 
will livestream the event 
on its website as well as 
YouTube, Facebook, Twit-
ter and Twitch.

Joe Biden and Kamala Harris take the stage
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QUICK CROSSWORD

Garfield

Quick crossword  no 15,683

Across
1  Reproach (6)
4  Bath powder (6)
9  Fix (7)
10  Metrical units with an unstressed and a stressed syllable (5)
11  Dagger symbols (††) used as reference marks in printed matter (5)
12  White crystalline sugar that comes in many forms (7)
13  Passed-along missive (5,6)
18  River running over the Victoria Falls (7)
20  O�-white colour (5)
22  Car race run over public roads (5)
23  Student with the same background as David Cameron
       and Boris Johnson (7)
24  Small fairy (6)
25  Wing added to a building (6)

Down
1 Think logically (6)
2  Push into (5)
3  Raft built by Thor Heyerdahl for his 1947 crossing of the Paci�c (3-4)
5  Au revoir (5)
6  Fruit cooked or preserved in syrup (7)
7  Badly wounded (6)
8  Wild cat from the Indian subcontinent (6,5)
14  More modest (7)
15  Tropical cyclone in the Indian and Paci�c Oceans (7)
16  Portuguese mid-Atlantic archipelago (6)
17  Flat rim on a wheel to keep it on a rail (6)
19  Land of the Pharaohs (5)
21  Get up (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Dilbert

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and 
logic.

How to play

DAILY COMICS SUDOKU

Cathy
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LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

GEMINI | May 21-June 20

SCORPIO Oct. | 23-Nov. 21

SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

CAPRICORN | Dec. 22-Jan. 19

AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

Ever been on the verge of finishing a 
jigsaw puzzle only to discover the last 
piece is missing? And remember how 
frustrating it feels to not find it after 
hours of searching, only to discover 
it a day later hiding under the sofa?

Ouch! Someone is working their way 
under your skin and trying to provoke 
you. Instead of being irritated by what 
you see as their needless rebellion, 
take a step back and a deep breath 
and view things objectively.

You’re the hub of a big social wheel. 
You have some marvelous social gifts, 
one of them being the ability to con-
nect with people from all walks of life. 
Another is the ability to make new 
acquaintances feel like old friends.

Crowds have never been high on 
your list of things you love, and that’s 
especially true right now. You need 
solitude to contemplate some chang-
es that need to be made. Take some 
time on your own to think things over.

Be brave, be bold, and be first. Your pi-
oneering spirit is exactly what’s needed 
to get things moving, and that’s more 
than fine with you. Is there anything 
you love more than the chance to be 
the first to explore brand-new territory?

It’s tempting to tinker with some-
thing, but your efforts to do so might 
raise a whole chorus of dissention. 
Reassure folks you won’t be chang-
ing the substance of who you are or 
what you do.

Well, look at you! Actually, the real 
question right now is who isn’t look-
ing at you? All eyes can’t help but be 
drawn in your general direction. You 
have a light and a spark about you 
that just won’t quit.

Lately you might feel like your brain is 
on steroids, recording and remember-
ing all sorts of junk that crosses your 
path. Sit down and toss out anything 
that isn’t absolutely necessary to fin-
ishing the tasks at hand.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

CANCER | June 21-July 22

LEO | July 23-Aug. 22

One reason willow trees always survive 
storms is that they bend. Instead of 
breaking, once the wind has stopped, 
they simply bounce right back. Let the 
willow be your example today, especially 
when it comes to dealing with emotions.

What’s gotten into your friends 
and family? It seems like they’re 
being contrary simply for the sake 
of needling each other (and you). 
Whatever the reason, try and let it 
roll off your back.

LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

You have energy and imagination to 
spare, and when it comes to the so-
cial scene, you’re the tops. No one 
need fear an awkward silence as long 
as you’re around spreading your spe-
cial brand of goodwill and charm.

VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

Go ahead and listen to your naugh-
ty, adventurous side. After all, it has 
some very good ideas about what 
you should be up to right now, espe-
cially if you’re feeling like you need a 
change of pace.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag
Tell us what’s happening in your community.

COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIP NOMINATIONS
The Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the United King-
dom is inviting nominations from Antigua and Barbuda for Com-
monwealth Master’s Scholarships tenable from 2021.
Closing date for nominations is 1st March, 2021.
Deadline for submission of applications to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Sports and Creative Industries is 19th February, 2021.
Full details of the scholarships are included in the 2021 terms and 
conditions, available at: cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships

CHSS DARE TO D.E.A.R. BOOK DRIVE 2020
Clare Hall Secondary School is inviting past Clarehalites, enter-
tainers, radio personalities and the general public to  participate 
in its DARE to D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read) Book Drive 
2020. Send us a video recording about your favourite book and 
donate a copy or multiple copies of that book to our school library. 
Give us  a call at 462-3487 or mail us at admin@chss.edu.ag.  
The book drive culminates in December 2020.  We DARE you to 
D.E.A.R  with us and help us promote literacy amongst our stu-
dents.

QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT
The Quality Assurance Unit, Ministry of Tourism will be suspend-
ing operations from December 15, 2020 to January 15, 2021.  All 
property owners are asked to take note as no inspections and 
covid-19 certifications will be executed during this period. For 
more information contact the department t 468-4061/4003.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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Win, lose or draw, former 
West Indies fast bowler, 
Curtley Ambrose, wants 
the West Indies players in 
Bangladesh to play well 
and compete making it 
difficult for the selectors 
when they return to the 
Caribbean to select the 
squad for the next series.
Over ten senior players, 

including test and 
one-day- i n te rna t iona l 
captains, Jason Holder 
and Kieron Pollard, opted 
out of the tour leaving a 

huge hole to be filled by 
young players. Ambrose 
encouraged the players 
not to look at themselves 
as second-string options, 
but to focus, work hard 
and perform.
The Antiguan who only 

played two ODI’s against 
Bangladesh said while he 
is surprised that so many 
players opted out of the 
tour, he is not upset with 
guys who are concerned 
about the coronavirus 
and their health.

“I am kind of 
disappointed that so 
many are not going at 
the same time,” Ambrose 
noted, “but everyone has 
the right if they want to 
go or not.”
Ambrose said while the 

Caribbean side is not 
favored to win in both 
series, it could work in its 
favour. “No one expects 
them to win, so they 
should just go out there 
and play fearless cricket,” 
Ambrose explained.

Ambrose, who played 
239 first-class matches 
for the Leeward islands 
between 1985 and 2000, 
said the players should 
not worry about anything- 
just play the kind of 
cricket they know they are 
capable of, and the results 
will take care of itself. The 
former right-handed fast 
bowler recently applied 
to England and Wales 
Cricket Board for the 
role of elite pace-bowling 
coach.

Just give a good account of yourselves

India’s series-clinching 
victory over Australia at 
the Gabba is one of their 
greatest wins ever. 
Injury-hit India chased 

328, a Brisbane record, to 
hand Australia a first-test 
defeat at the Gabba since 
1988 and win one of the 
all-time great series 2-1.  

This came after they were 
bowled out for 36 in losing 
the first test. 
India’s captain and talis-

man, Virat Kholi, left the se-
ries after the first test to be 
at the birth of his first child. 
In addition, their injury list 
steadily grew to include a 
host of fast bowlers and 

first-choice spinners, Ash-
win and Ravindra Jadeja. 
Young batsmen, Shub-

man Gill and Rishabh Pant, 
starred on the final day of 
the series decider, making 
91 and 89 not-out, respec-
tively, to pull off an aston-
ishing run, chase and win 
the fourth test by three 

wickets to retain the Bor-
der-Gavaskar trophy they 
won two years ago.  
Australia, 369 (Labus-

changne 108, Paine 50 and 
294 (Smith 55, Siraj 5-73) 
India, 336 (Thakur 67, 

Sundar 62, Hazlewood 
5-57) and 329-7 (Gill 91, 
Pant 89).

India clinches victory over Australia at the Gabba

Tennis star Novak 
Djokovic has been crit-
icized by Australian 
player Nick Kyrgios, 
after the world number 
one lobbied authori-
t ies to relax quarantine 
rules for the Australian 
Open players. 
More than 12,00 play-

ers and staff flew into 
Australia last week for 
the Grand Slam which 
begins on 8 February. 
But coronavirus cases 
on three fl ights have 
forced 72 players to 
isolate ful l-t ime in their 
hotel rooms for 14-

days. 
Highlighting some 

players’ frustration, 
Djokovic called for 
different rules. But his 
suggestions-such as 
shorter quarantine pe-
riods-were rebuffed by 
Victoria state authori-
t ies who want to keep 
infections at very low 
levels. 
State Premier Daniel 

Andrews said the mea-
sures were necessary 
to protect the public 
and tennis stars would 
get no special treat-
ment. 

Following that, Kyrgios 
tweeted a news clip 
of the saga on Mon-
day night and wrote 
“Djokovic is a tool.” The 
outspoken Australian, 
ranked 47th in men’s 
singles, has previously 
crit icized Djokovic over 
coronavirus after the 
Serb organized an ex-
hibit ion event last year 
in which he and others 
contracted the virus. 
Many connected to 

the Australian Open 
have expressed frustra-
tion over their forced 
isolation, mostly com-

monly for the disruption 
to player preparation. 
Residents of Mel-

bourne, home city of 
the Australian Open, 
endured one of the 
world’s longest lock-
down last year and had 
expressed concerns 
about the risk posed 
by the sporting event. 
Event organizers say 

the majority of the 
about 500 players at-
tending the Open have 
accepted the condi-
tions, including those 
who are confined to 
their hotel rooms.

Australian tennis star criticizes 
Djokovic over quarantine comments
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National women’s 
head coach, Lecia Cole, 
is on a mission to keep 
women’s football on the 
forefront of the sporting 
landscape on the island 
as the programme moves 
towards a return to 
training. 
Appearing as a guest on 

the Pointe FM Touchline 
programme, Cole said the 
players and coaches are 
extremely happy to be 
returning to football even 
though it is only training. 
“We are looking forward 
to a more forgiving and 
productive 2021 after 
the women’s league and 
program were halted 
March 13, 2020 due to the 
coronavirus pandemic,” 
Cole noted. 
According to the coach, 

the return is being done 

under the necessary 
protocols and guidelines 
of the Ministry of Health 
and only 25 people, 
which include players and 
coaches, are allowed on 
the field at one time. 
“We will be using 2021 

as a development and 
identification year,” the 
American explained. 
The women’s program 

recently started 
conducting trials for 
players who have flown 
under the radar, and 
Cole said a lot of talent 
has been unearthed. 
The former college and 
professional coach stated 
that much time and 
emphasis will be allocated 
to the development of 
players technically and 
tactically during 2021. 
Cole said she is very 

impressed with 
the young talent 
on the island, 
and it has been 

strange returning to 
football without the 
presence of a friend and 
former technical director, 
the late Rolston Debu 
Williams, who passed 
away late last year. 
Cole explained that 

before Williams passed, 
they were working on a 
holistic development plan 

along with Lenny Hewlett 
and Sowerby Gomes to 
present a road map to 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Football Association to 
develop players across 
the island. The plan is 
expected to be presented 
to the ABFA in the not-
too-distant future for 
approval.
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Keeping Women’s 
Football on the Forefront

National women’s head coach Lecia Cole


