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TACKLING MALE
UNDERACHIEVEMENT

This past week,
Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne voiced
concerns over what
he described as‘male
under-achievement,’
a problem highlight-
ed across the Carib-
bean where the rate
of university gradu-
ation among males
lags far behind that
of females.

We raised the is-
sue with a senior
official of the Min-
istry of Education
who said fthat fthe
problem has been
under ftheir ‘radar’
for some fime and
in fact, there have
been several initia-
tives that have been
put in place to tack-
le the problem.

Among these was
the decision to dis-
card the Common
Enfrance Examina-
tions (CEE) that
was used fto ad-
vance students from
the primary school
system fto second-
ary schools. Min-
istry officials grew
concerned when it
came fto light that
the CEE was exclud-
ing a portion of the
student population,
largely the males.

In what it fermed
a school fransfor-
mation, efforfs were

made fto reach boys
at an earlier age
and to develop an
aptitude for learn-
ing. Efforts are also
being made to teach
males in a manner
that they find infer-
esting.

There are some
professions which
are unattractive to
males and will con-

tinue to aftract a
disproportionate
number of females
than males largely
because of the sal-
aries they attract.
Teaching is one such
profession. Fewer

males seem keen on
taking up positions
of teaching because
they take the view
that it would be dif-
ficult to take care
of their families on
what is generally ac-
cepted a low-paying
profession.

Any effort to at-
tract males to
teaching must be a
societal one as ad-
justments in the sal-
aries paid to teach-
ers must be part of
the solution.

Even the Prime
Minister acknowl-
edged that salaries
for teachers are less
than ideal and he
too spoke of the at-
traction of construc-

tion and other jobs
for males.

However, the edu-
cation ministry offi-
cial said encourag-
ing lifelong learning
is now a critical
factor, especially
in light of the ev-
er-changing work
environment brought
on by such develop-
ments as automa-
tion. “Because of the
advances in motor
vehicle manufactur-
ing and design, fo-
day’s mechanic must
understand comput-
er technologies as
much as he/she un-
derstands the infer-
nal combustion en-
gine which itself is
now being replaced
by the electric car,”
the official noted.

Tackling male un-
der-achievement
must not be the
concern of the sole-
ly Prime Minister or
Ministry of Educa-
tion. It must be the
concern of the en-
tire society and re-
gion.

Institutions such as
the University of the

West Indies, which
has long identified
this phenomenon,
must partner with
other civil society

groups in designing
programmes/course

offerings that males
in Antigua and Bar-

buda and through-
out the region will
find interest and

would wish to pur-
sue.
Some have ar-
gued that framing
the issue of male
under-achievement
simply in ferms of
males not choosing
certain profession
is reductionist as
there are many pro-
fessions where male
achievement (gradu-
ation rates) match-
es that of females
or is even better.
Interestingly, these
professions attract
higher salaries. It
would therefore ap-
pear that the issue
of salary is one of
the main concerns
that must form part
of any reform.

The needs of
growing males are
unique. Recognis-

ing this and devising
plans to keep males
engaged through-
out their lives is as
important to the in-
dividual males as
it is for the society
as large. Therefore,
the old approach of
one-size-fits-all has
to change for there
to be improvement
is male achievement.
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UK intfroduces new requirements for passengers
arriving from Antigua and Barbuda

Passengers arriving in the
United Kingdom from An-
tigua and Barbuda must
now present a negative
COVID-I19 test for entry into
the UK starting from Thurs-
day 21st January.

A release from the Brit-
ish High Commission in St
John's has confirmed that
mandatory pre-departure
testing for all inbound pas-
sengers to England from
most countries in the world
will begin from 4 am. Fri-
day 15th January to safe-
guard public health. For
arrivals from Antigua and
Barbuda, this will come in
to force for all passengers
arriving from 4 am. UK
time on Thursday 2lst Jan-
uary.

All arrivals must show
proof of a negative
COVID-19 test result from
a test taken no more than
three (3) days prior to de-
parture

Detailed guidance for
passengers published to-
day on gov.uk

Operators have the right
to refuse boarding for pas-
sengers without a negative
result and completed pas-
senger locator form in the
coming weeks - and those
found travelling without the

right documents risk being
fined £500

Anfigua and Barbuda re-
mains on the UK’ ‘Travel
Corridors’ list so arrivals
from the country will not
need to self-isolate on ar-
rival. However, all travellers
must follow the UK's na-
tional lockdown rules

The move will bolster ex-
istihg measures already in
place to guard against a
concerning increase in new
variants of COVID-19 circu-
lating infernationally.

Detailed guidance pub-
lished on gov.uk today sets
out how passengers should
follow the new rules - in-
cluding the details of doc-
uments needed for travel
and the types of test ac-
cepfed.

Before travelling, pas-
sengers will need fo find
a provider that meets the
standards set out on gov.uk
- the maqjority of which will
be Polymerase Chain Re-
action (PCR) tests. If pas-
sengers do not use a PCR
test they should request
that their test provider in-
cludes the sensitivity and
specificity of the fest on
their test result certificate.

Prior to departure, pas-
sengers will be required fo

present proof of a nega-
tive COVID-19 test result to
transport operators, as well
as their passenger locator
form. Carriers may deny
boarding to those who do
not have a negative test
result. The UK Border Force
will conduct spot checks on
arrival info England, with
passengers who arrive af
the border without proof of
a negative result subject to
an immediate £500 fine.

A limited number of ex-
emptions will be in place,
including but not exclusive
to children under the age
of 11, hauliers - to allow the
free flow of freight - and
air, international rail and
maritime crew. Passengers
who fail fo complete a test,
without a reasonable ex-
cuse, will commit a criminal
offence and face a £500
fine.

There will also be excep-
tions for passengers travel-
ling from countries without
the infrastructure to deliver
an adequate test, including
St Heleng, Ascension Island
and the Falklands. Short-
term temporary exceptions
will apply to four additional
destfinafions so that Brifons
are able to return home.

The current advice for

those across the UK re-
mains that you must stay
at home and not travel
abroad unless it is for a
permitted exempt reason.
For people arriving from
countries not on the Trav-
el Corridor list, they will sfill
be required to complete
a mandatory  self-isola-
tion period, and the Trav-
el Corridors list is regularly
reviewed fto manage the
risk of imported cases of
COVID-19 from high-risk
countries.

Passengers  sfill have
the option to reduce their
self-isolation  period  as
part of the Test fo Re-
lease scheme launched last
month, unless they have
been in South Africa, An-
gola, Botswang, Eswatini,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mauri-
tius, Mozambique, Namibig,
Seychelles, Zambia or Zim-
babwe in the ten days prior
to their arrival in England.

All travellers will still be
required to complete a
Passenger Locator Form
before arrival info England.
On arrival info England,
Border Force will check
passengers’ test certificates
and Passenger  Locator
Forms through the current
spot check regime.

Viral video raises eyebrows

The Citizenship by Investment Unit
(CIV) is distancing itself from a vid-
eo produced by one of the CIU

agents.

The CIU notes with great concern
the circulation of a video which
has regrettably been determined/
concluded to be authorized pro-
motion of the national investment

programme.

The CIU advises that the vid-
eo and its contents are currently
being investigated by the Unit. In
the interim, the Unit is assuring the
public, and all its stakeholders, that
the tone and nature of the video
are not representafive of the pro-
gramme’s operations nor of any
approved promotional material.

A further statement on the matter

will be issued in due course. The
management and staff of the Citi-
zenship by Investment Unit contin-
ue to conduct the business of this
important investment agency with
the highest degree of care for the
integrity of our national travel doc-
ument as well as with the greatest
regard for the security of the bor-
ders of all countries.
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COVID-19 Recommendation:
More regional information sharing

Now that most Carib-
bean countries are facing
mounting challenges re-
garding the spread of the
COVID-19, there is a call
for more information-shar-
ing among the leadership
regarding the issue.

Making the call is Prime
Minister Gaston Browne,
who noted that the prob-
lem has reached major
proportions in several Ca-
ribbean states. “I am mak-
ing this call for a meeting
of the heads as we have
withessed the escalation
of the spread of the vi-

rus across the region. We
ought to be discussing
increasing our levels of
coordination, the sharing
of information and best
practices along with tech-
nical assistance from the
Caribbean Public Health
Agency (CARPHA),” he
explained.

The prime minister re-
called that when the
country reopened its bor-
ders in June there were
many inquiries from ofh-
er CARICOM states who
wanted information on
the measures Antigua and

Barbuda had fto in place
to contfain the spread of
the virus.

“That level of dialogue
among regional heads is
very important,” he em-
phasized.

PM Browne noted that
scientists have been warn-
ing that the winter months
would bring more potent
variants of the virus with
heavier viral loads.

He added that Antigua
and Barbuda has had
some success in manag-
ing the virus, but he is is-
suing a word of caution to

the natfion that this is not
a fime to become com-
placent.

“We have fo redouble
our efforts to protect our-
selves, our families and
the nation. Despite our
successes, we still need to
be vigilant as this could
also affect the economic
recovery we anficipate,”
he stated.

The Antigua and Barbu-
da government is forecast-
ing economic recovery for
2021 at an estimated five
per cent of GDP.

Antigua and Barbuda attends
virtual CARICOM meeting

CARICOM Heads of
Government Tuesday
reconvened ftheir 13th
Special Meeting of Con-
ference through virtual
means, with only a few
items on their agenda.
Prime Minister Gaston
Browne led Antigua and
Barbuda’s delegation to
the meeting.

Sources close fto fthe
meeting noted that in a
previous meeting Heads
had accepted a frame-
work presented by Bar-
bados Prime Minister,
Mia Mottley, for a CAR-
ICOM Economic Recov-
ery and Transformation

(CERT) initiative.  The
initiative was designed
to secure liquidity that

would buttress a process
of economic revitaliza-
tion, to achieve debft re-
financing and to provide

support for the balance
of payments of member
states. A working com-
mittee was established
and this committee pre-
senfed its report at Tues-
day’s meeting.

The report looked at
financing gaps and ex-
amined ways in which
international financial in-
stitutions, especially the

International  Monetary
Fund (IMF), could be
helpful.

The meeting looked at
the efficacy of a regional
approach to mobilizing
IMF resources, including
coordinating  presenta-
tions to the IMF Execu-
tive Board.

While Heads agreed
that a coordinated di-
alogue should continue
with the IMF, it was more
difficult fo find consensus

on detailed policy issues,
largely because each of
the CARICOM member
states was in a different
position financially and
each counfry’s debt pro-
file differs also.

According to the
source, Antigua and Bar-
buda was strong on the
issue that the CARICOM
coordinated  approach
should press the IMF fo
design bespoke financial
instruments particular-
ly tailored to the unique
circumstances of CAR-
ICOM member states.

In this contfexf, the
question of the financing
for emerging COVID-19
vaccines was also dis-
cussed by Heads and
several options were ex-
amined.

Heads were also
briefed by President Ir-

faan Ali of Guyana on
the latest developments
regarding the ongoing
border controversy be-
tween his country and
Venezuela. The meeting
issued a separate state-
ment on this issue.

Heads also discussed
the recent statement by
the US State Department
that it was placing Cuba
on ifs list of state spon-
sors of terrorism, and a
separafe statement was
issued condemning the
unilateral US move.

PM Browne was ac-
companied to the meet-
ing by Ambassador Colin
Murdoch, senior advisor
in Office of the Prime
Minister, and desk of-
ficers in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Janelle
Matthew and Kyrah Car-
bon.
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Tourism Authority partners to develop ‘Explore
Antigua’ mobile app and tourist map

Hashtag Communi-
cations, with the en-
dorsement of the An-
tigua and  Barbuda
Tourism Authority, has
announced the release
of a new and interac-
tive tourist map through
technology.

Packaged in a mo-
bile application dubbed
‘Explore Antigud’, the
undertaking is yet an-
other indicafion of the
island’s commitment to
safe fravel and tourist
experience.

With social distanc-

The Great House Antigua

THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN THE CARIBBEAN

A 350 year old sugar plantation house turned
exclusive hotel and restaurant.

The mixture of an elegant atmosphere, sophisticated
food and unique characteristics create an
awe-inspiring stay. Our restaurant is open every
Sunday, reservations are required.

WWW.THEGREATHOUSEANTIGUA.COM
BOOKINGSAETHEGREATHOUSEANTIGUA.COM

ing and reduced phys-
ical contact being the
new normal the world
over, the Explore Anti-
gua App has sought to
marry technology with
adventure and ease of

discovery.
It features hotels,
restaurants and bars

and popular tourist at-
tractions around the
island and is complete
with a Google-integrat-
ed map for GPS navi-
gation.

The app, which s
available free for down-

load in the Google Play
and Apple iOS stores,
will be a feature at all
ports of entry, leading
hotels, restaurants and
bars, car rental compa-
nies and other locations
island wide. Visitors and
residents alike will all
have the opportunity to
access the technology
through a simple QR
Code scan or by visit-
ing the relevant stores
for direct download.

Although the physical
copy of the tourist map
will be made available
in limited supply, em-
phasis will be placed on
using the app in keep-
ing with protocols.

Since the reopening
of its borders in June
2020, Antigua and Bar-
buda has seen a steady
climb in visitor arrival
and the return of some
semblance of normalcy
to the tourism business
community.

It is hoped that the
application  will  bring
further comfort and
freedom of movement
throughout the island.

Chief Executive Officer
of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Tourism Authority,
Colin James, said, “The
COVID-19 pandem-
ic called for our tour-
ism sector stakeholders
to quickly adapt their
business, and make the
most of digital technol-
ogy in order to safely
communicate their mes-
sages to fravellers. We

congratulate  Hashtag
Communications on
the development of this
app, which will impact
the way travellers nav-
igate the country now
and post pandemic.”

His sentiments were
echoed by Managing
Director of Hashtag
Communications,  Alex
Holder, who added,
“Technology has al-
lowed us to break bar-
riers and with the glob-
al climate being what
it is today, we are now
forced to think outside
of the box and create
what was previously un-
thought of We expect
a lot of usage from
our millennial and bud-
get travellers who rely
on technology to get
around.”

Hashtag Communi-
cations is a public re-
lations, advertising,
marketing and design
company in Antfigua.

“It is also our hope
that visitors, residents
and businesses take
full advantage of the
platform. The more the
tracking system is used
the more accurate our
geolocation system
becomes, which then
makes it easier to find
what you want, where
you want, when you
want,” Holder said.

Together Antigua and
Barbuda will again ce-
ment its presence on the
global tourism stage.
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Sir Ronald Sanders named to
London University Committee on
the Future of Commonwealth Studies

Veteran Caribbean dip-
lomat, Sir Ronald Sand-
ers, has been named to a
ten-person committee to
conduct an inquiry into the
future of Commonwealth
Studies at the University of
London.

The announcement of
the Committee members
was made Monday by
the University’s Vice Chan-
cellor Professor Wendy
Thompson. The Commit-
tee will be chaired by Sir
Malcolm Rifkind, a former
Defense and Foreign and
Commonwealth Secretary
of the British Government.

Sir Ronald, who is Anfi-
gua and Barbuda’s Am-

bassador to the United
States and the Organisa-
tion of American States
(OAS), has been involved
in Commonwealth matters
in various capacifies since
1982. His scholarly work
on the Commonwealth has
been widely published and
he was the Rapporteur of
the Eminent Persons Group,
created by Head of Gov-
ernment to make recom-
mendations on reform of
the Commonwealth in 2011.

Ambassador Sanders
said Monday: “I am de-
lighted to serve on this
important Committee. The
Commonwealth has been
a significant actor in world

politics - for instance in
ending Apartheid in South
Africa. Because of its
diverse  membership, it
has the capacity to help
the world negotiate solu-
tions to global problems.
Therefore, Commonwealth
studies are important to
University teaching and
research.”

Other members of the
Committee are drawn from
the academic communi-
ty and include Professor
Asha Kanwar, President
and CEO of the Common-
wealth of Learning and
Dr Joanna Newman, Chief
Executive and Secretary
General of The Association

of Commonwealth Univer-
sifies.

From the practical world
of Commonwealth rela-
tions, other Committee
members are Mr. Stephen
Twigg, Secretary-Gener-
al of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association
and Mr. Michael Kirby,
former Justice of the High
Court of Australia.

The Committee will hold
its first meeting on 21st Jan-
uary under Sir Malcolm’s
leadership. It is expect-
ed to fake evidence from
across the Commonwealth
and submif its report and
recommendations by June
2021.

Vernon Jeffers steps down from
ABHTA chairmanship

Vernon A. Jeffers Snr.

Vernon A. Jeffers Snr, who
served as Chairman of the An-
tigua and Barbuda Hotels and
Tourism Association (ABHTA) from

May 2019 to January 2021, has
stepped down as from the post.
“This past year has been one of
challenges, resilience and change.
However, for me, it has been one
of reflection and growth. Twen-
ty-twenty was the most challeng-
ing period for our Tourism Industry
and | am grateful to have had the
opportunity to serve the member-
ship of the ABHTA and the Gov-
ernment of Antfigua and Barbuda
as we managed our way through
the pandemic,” Jeffers stated in a
letter to the membership.
According to Jeffers, he is tak-
ing up a new role and must step
away from the position of ABHTA
Chairman. “It has been an ex-
treme honour to have served in
this capacity to support such a
vibrant sector. Our industry will

again reach fo record breaking
levels; however, we must now nav-
igate very carefully through these
difficult times. | would like to offer
my appreciation to all members of
the ABHTA and our various indus-
try partners for their support and
collaboration during my tenure,”
he concluded.

The ABHTA said its first vice
chairman, Alex de Brito has as-
sumed the role as interim Chair-
man fto the Board of Directors. De
Brito remarked that “The Associ-
ation has benefited greatly from
the Chairmanship of Jeffers. The
pandemic presented a significant
challenge to the membership of
the Association. However, Jeffers’
leadership was invaluable and
helped to chart the course during
a very uncertain time.
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Antigua and Barbuda included
in St Lucia travel bubble

The St Lucia gov-
ernment announced a
travel bubble overnight
that lists Anftigua and
Barbuda as part of this
travel arrangement.
“Due to the contin-
ved transmission  of
COVID-19 in many
countries globally and
within the Caribbean
Region, the Government
of Saint Lucia has up-
dated its original policy
of September 22, 2020,
based on the OECS
Recommendations on
the Reopening of Bor-
ders, and implements
the following,” the gov-
ernment release said.
Under the new pro-
tfocols, all incoming

passengers  (including
persons from the Ca-
ribbean bubble) should
present with a negative
COVID-19 PCR test tak-
en no more than seven
days prior to travel.

All non-national ar-
riving passengers from
destinations outside the
‘bubble” will be allocat-
ed at a COVID-19 ap-
proved accommodation
site.

All arriving passen-
gers from destinations
within the ‘bubble’” will
be exempt from the
fourteen days of quar-
antine if  presenting
a negative COVID-19
PCR test taken no more
than seven days prior

to travel. In addition,
all arriving passengers

from within the ‘bub-
ble” must have trav-
elled directly (been

in-transit for less than
twenty-four hours) from
a country within the
bubble and have been
in that country for at
least twenty-one days.
All arriving passengers
from within the ‘bubble’
who have been in-tran-
sit in a country outside
of the ‘bubble’ will be
subjected to fourteen
days of quarantine.

All returning nationals
from destinations out-
side the “bubble’ will
be subject to fourteen
days of quarantine.

As of 12th January,
2021, the following
countries/territories
form a part of the Ca-
ribbean Bubble: Anguil-
la, Antigua and Barbu-
da, Dominica, Grenada,
Montserrat, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, and Saint
Vincent and the Gren-
adines.

Effective 12th January,
2021, all persons from
outside of this updat-
ed ‘Caribbean Bub-
ble” will be required to
present with a negative
COVID-19 PCR test re-
sult tfaken no more than
days prior to travel and
complete a mandatory
fourteen days of quar-
antine.

Dates set for Barbuda
Council elections

The date for Local Gov-
ernment elections in Bar-
buda has been set”

A statement issued by
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Electoral Commission
(ABEC) said the Barbu-
da Local Government
Elections are set to take
place on Monday, 29%th
March, 2021

“In light of this, the
deadline for new regis-
trants to register, to be
eligible to vote in the
March 2021 Barbuda
Council Elections, is Jan-
uvary 3lst 2021,” the state-
ment said.

Supervisor of Elections
Lorna Simon said the Bar-
buda Local Government
Act (Cap 44) outlines the
provisions for the con-
duct of Barbuda Council
Elections. The elections
are constitutionally due
to take place every two
years.

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions is in charge of the
conduct of the Elections.
This will then be followed
by the appointment of
a Retfurning Officer, Pre-
siding Officers and Poll
Clerks for the purpose of
the elections.

The name of eligible
voters will appear on the
Register of Electors and
only those persons will
be entitled to cast their
ballot. Voters will be re-
quired to use their Elec-

toral Identification Card
in the election.
Simon explained that

there are eleven seats
on the Barbuda Council;
however, this year only
five seats will be contest-
ed.

Council secretary, Paul
Nedd, identified the
council members whose
term of office now come

to an end. They are the
Barbuda People’s Move-
ment’'s  Kendra Beazer,
Wade Burton and Nadine
George; and the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Labour
Party’s, Senator Knacyn-
tha Nedd and McKeisha
Desousa.

He said the BPM will
hold primary elections
during the first week in
February to select its
slate of candidates for

the election.

There will be a formal
announcemenf on fhe
ABLP’s decision regard-

ing the elections.
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HRPAB a retrospective look

It has been said that “Nothing is
more powerful than an idea whose
time has come”.

The field of Human Resources
Management is a demanding one.
HR Practitioners are expected to
walk the fightrope of balancing
company interests and priorities,
with employee needs. It requires
juggling the demands of CEOs and
GMs while navigating the demands
of employees and their represen-
tatives. All this in an everchang-
ing environment often with limited
financial resources. How can HR
Managers meet this challenge, de-
velop the profession, and have
a voice in national development?
How can HR Practitioners meet
these varying sometimes conflict-
ing interests while being mindful of
their own wellness and supporting
each other? It was based on these
questions that the idea of an as-
sociation of persons working in
Human Resources was born back
in the mid-2000s.

In those early years, there were
informal ad hoc meetings for lunch
or after work where we bounced
ideas, got advice, and discussed
ways to develop and advance
the profession locally. The driv-
ing force of J Arlene Martin an In-
dustrial Relations Specialist at the
Employers Federation and Desiree
Edwards an HR Consultant picked
up pace to formalize the orga-
nization. Meetings were first held
at the Antigua and Barbuda Em-
ployers’ Federation’s (ABEF) office
then located on High Street which
was a cenfral location as most
persons represented companies
which were Federaftion members.
The ABEF was supportive as it saw
the benefit of the formation of an
HR Association to advance HR
best practices for their members
and the wider business community.
HRPAB’s goals are to promofe best
practices, develop professionalism
and advocate for human resourc-
es as our countfry’s most valuable
developmental asset. We aim to

r HUMARN
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achieve these goals through pro-
fessional development of mem-
bers, adoption of best practices
in our daily functions, networking
with colleagues regionally and in-
ternationally, conducting research
in our field and taking opportu-
nities to bring our perspective to
discussions on national develop-
ment.

After ten years we are proud of
our existence and accomplish-
ments in achieving most of these
goals. Our membership currently
stands at fifty-five and represents
private and public sector organiza-
tions drawn from various industries
such as financial services, tourism,
hospitality, distributive trades, and
general business. Among our ranks
are a few independent consultants
who have regional and interna-
tional experience at the executive
management level. Our members
participate in national develop-
ment through our representation
on the National Labor Board and
on the Economic Recovery Com-
mission and publication of regular
articles for print media, as well as
appearances on Labor Matters.
We are proud to have partnered
with the Antigua and Barbuda In-
vestment Authority to develop and
facilitate the “HR Management
for Small Business” course in their
“Mind Your Business” fraining se-
ries. We are also very proud that
HRPAB submitted a White Paper
of Recommendations for the Up-
date of the Antigua and Barbuda
Labor Code (ABLC). We would
love to see a modern, easy to
read progressive document, rele-
vant long into the future. While

this has not yet been adopted, we
remain optimistic that, it will be a
reality soon.

We have expanded our regional
reach and are affiliated with and
active in the Caribbean Society
for Human Resource Professionals
(CSHRP) as well as the CaribHR
Forum. Our President Mr. Laurie
Louard is Antigua and Barbuda’s
representative on the Executive
Board of CSHRP. We have mem-
bers who now hold international
certifications via the Society for
Human Resource Management
(SHRM) in the USA and the Coun-
cil for Industrial and Personnel De-
velopment (CIPD) in the UK. We
confinue to advocate for certifica-
tion of our members.

What does the future hold for HR-
PAB? Our time has come and we
infend to continue to grow as we
promote resilience and profession-
alism while we apply modern best
practices in our workplaces and
contribute to harmonious industri-
al relations as we advance HR in
Antigua and Barbuda for national
development.

We welcome HR Practitioners to
be a part of our community. More
information can be found on our
Facebook and Instagram pages @
HRPro268 or by emailing us at: hr-
pro.ab@gmail,com

The Human Resource Profession-
als of Antigua and Barbuda (HR-
PAB) is a registered non-profit,
professional association dedicat-
ed fo the advancement of the
HR profession for national de-
velopment. We began informally
from 2009 and legally registered
in 2011. HRPAB’s growing mem-
bership represents private and
public organizations as well as
independent consultants special-
izing in one or more areas of hu-
man resource management and
development. Membership is of-
fered for three categories: pro-
fessional, non-professional, and
honorary.
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Dominican Entertainer charged with murder

Crestwell Nehemie Leblanc aka Ruler

(Dominicanewsonline):
Crestwell Nehemie Leb-
lanc, known in enfertain-
ment circles as Ruler, has
been charged for the mur-
der of a Portsmouth man,
Martin Merrifield.

Leblanc appeared be-
fore the Portsmouth Magis-
trate court Monday where
the charge was read fo
him. Since the matter is
indictable he was not re-
quired to enter a plea.

He was previously
charged with  attempft-
ed murder and grievous
bodily harm (GBH) but the
prosecution made an ap-
plication to the court fo
have these two previous
charges withdrawn and
upgraded to murder as
Merrifield has since suc-

cumbed to injuries sus-
tained on December 10,
2020 ofter Leblanc al-
legedly attacked him with
a brick.

Leblanc was returned to
the state prison aft Stock-
farm where he is serving a
six-year sentence for sum-
mary conviction offences
which were committed in
the Portsmouth District.

The Preliminary Inquiry
(PI) for the murder charge
is expected to commence
on April 6, 2021, to deter-
mine if there is enough
evidence for the matter to
be tried at the High Court
before a Judge and jury.

Leblanc is represented
by Aftorney-at-Law Peter
Alleyne of the Legal Aid
Clinic.

BVI - UK to take back funds given to RDA

(BVI News): The Unit-
ed Kingdom will be
pulling its contribu-
tions from the Recov-
ery Development Agen-
cy (RDA) — the body
which was set up after
the 2017 disasters to
manage fund for the
rebuilding process.

Premier Andrew Fahie
said the UK govern-
ment will be pulling its
confributions by the
end of the first quarter
of 2021 because they
don’t agree with his
government’s revised
version of the previous
NDP administration’s
Recovery & Develop-
ment Plan.

Among other things,
the revised plan makes
more contracts avail-
able to locals and al-
lows for the BVI to

renegotiate the terms
and conditions of loans
offered by lending in-
stitutions such as the
Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank (CDB).

But Premier Fahie said
the UK has signalled
that the revised plan is
not what they initially
agreed fto.

“During the bud-
get [preparations], we
learned that they nof
only disagreed with
the revised Recovery
& Development Plan,
but they’re pulling out
their funding from the
RDA come March or
April,” Premier Fahie
explained.

“The reason they are
pulling out their funding
is that the Recovery &
Development Plan was
done from them (the

UK) to the RDA. But the
revised Recovery & De-
velopment Plan was not
what they agreed fto
initially, so the funding
from the RDA, they’re

pulling out .. How can
you claim freedom from
BREXIT but we can’t
claim freedom from
certain documents with
you?”  Premier Fahie
questioned.

The local government
is the biggest contribu-
tor to the RDA having
contributed some $10
million as of October

2020.

“External grants and
philanthropic funders”
account for $2.8 mil-
lion.

Last October, the UK
government handed
over some $250,000

tfo assist the BVI in re-

building two important
public buildings in the
BVI.

Of the total amount,
$187,000 was allocated
to assist with construct-
ing a new Magistrate’s
Court while $70,000
was earmarked for re-
building Road Town
Police Station.

At that time, Gover-
nor Jaspert said after
the 2017 hurricanes,
the BVI received two
UK government grants
of $17 million and $14
million.

He also said some
public buildings includ-
ing the Virgin Gorda
Police Barracks, the
Jost Van Dyke Admin
Complex and the tem-

porary courfs, were
built with funds from
the UK.
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CARICOM Statement on
Venezvela/Guyana land dispute

(Caricom): The Carib-
bean Community (CAR-
ICOM) is deeply disap-
pointed and concerned
at the decree and sub-
sequent  statements by
Venezuela with respect
to that country’s border
controversy with Guyana,

including intimations  of
the creation of a strategic
area of national develop-
ment called “Territory for
the Development of the
Atlantic Facade”.

The Caribbean Commu-
nity is in full support of the
judicial process underway

at the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) which is in-
tended to bring a peace-
ful and definitive end to
the long-standing contro-

versy between the two
counfries.
CARICOM reiterafes

in the strongest possible

terms ifs firm and un-
swerving support for the
maintenance and preser-
vation of the sovereignty
and ferritorial integrity of
Guyana. CARICOM firm-
ly repudiates any acts of
aggression by Venezuela
against Guyana.

Deadly Family Feud
L-year old Killed In Her Sleep

Four-year-old Chloe Brown was
shot in her sleep inside her
Freeman’s Hall home in Trelawny
on Monday morning. She Ilater
succumbed to her injuries.

(Jamaica-gleaner):

When strange sounds
inside their Freeman’s
Hall, Trelawny, home

awakened members of
a family early yester-
day morning, they dis-
covered a masked gun-
man who was about to
unleash unspeakable
terror intfo their lives.
According to the
police, Dalton Brown
was at home with his

common-law wife and
four-year-old daughter
Chloe, along with two
other female relatives,
shortly after 1 a.m.
when he was alerfed to
an intruder.

He discovered a
masked gunman stand-
ing in the vicinity of his
bed and bravely tried
to overpower the in-
vader. During the ensu-
ing struggle, the gun-
man opened fire and hit
Brown in the leg, caus-
ing him to fall to the
ground. He fired anoth-
er round, which struck
the sleeping Chloe in
her abdomen, before
fleeing the scene.

Brown and his daugh-
ter were taken to the
Mandeville Regional
Hospital in the neigh-
bouring parish of Man-
chester, where the child
was pronounced dead
and Brown admitted in
serious but stable con-
dition.

When The Gleaner vis-
ited Freeman’s Hall yes-

terday, scores of resi-
dents of the community,
which is some three
miles out from Albert
Town, had gathered at
the scene of the crime
to offer words of com-
fort to Chloe’s grieving
mother, who was too
distraught to speak.

Superintendent Kirk
Ricketts, the command-
er for the Trelawny Po-
lice Division, told The
Gleaner that prelimi-
nary invesftigations are
suggesting that the
shooting was sparked
by a family dispute.

“We have two persons
in custody, a brother
of the victim, Mr Dal-
ton Brown, and another
individual, who, based
on information, would
have been the shoofer.
We are pretty pleased
with the results of the
investigations and be-
lieve that there is a
strong possibility that
charges could be laid
soon,” said Ricketts.

The suspected ftrig-

german is reportedly
from Kingston, but has

been living in Free-
man’s Hall for quite
some time.

Norman Brown, one
of the injured man’s
brothers, confirmed

that there was an on-
going feud between his
brothers after ground
provisions  were re-
moved from Brown’s
farm last week.

The two brothers then
reportedly had an al-
tercation at a birthday
celebration on Sunday.

Yesterday, Lisa Hill,
the Child Protection
and Family Services

Agency officer for Tre-

lawny, also turned up
to offer prayers and
comfort the family,

along with the Rever-
end Owen Watson and
Sergeant Wayne Wal-
lace, the sub-officer
in charge of Trelawny
Community Safety and
Security Branch.
Investigations contin-
ve.
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Disneyland to become mass
US Covid vaccination site

(BBC):  California’s  Disneyland
theme park is set to become a mas-
sive Covid-19 vaccination site this
week, county officials announced on
Monday.

The “happiest place on earth”
is one of several large distribution
sites opening up in the state as cas-
es soar and hospitals near capacity.

The most populous US state has
lagged behind in its vaccination
rate, doling out around a third of its
doses so far.

The state reported just under
40,000 new cases on Monday and
264 deaths.

California ranks 42nd out of 50
states in its vaccination rate per
100,000 residents, according to Cen-
ters for Disease Control data.

The Disneyland resort in Orange
County will become the region’s
first “super” distribution site, Orange
County Supervisor Andrew Do said
on Monday. It will have the capaci-
ty to vaccinate thousands of people
daily.

The park has been closed to vis-
itors since mid-March - unlike its
sister resort, Walt Disney World in
Florida, which has been open to re-

duced numbers of guests since July.

California Governor Gavin New-
som announced similar vaccination
sites would be opening up as early
as this week at Los Angeles’ Dodg-
er Stadium, Cal Expo in Sacramento
and Petco Park in San Diego.

“We recognise that the current
strategy is not going to get us to
where we need to go as quickly as
we all need to go,” Mr Newsom said.

“That’s why we're speeding up the
administration not just for priority
groups but opening up large sites

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

to do so.”

The state’s current vaccination
campaign is focusing on high pri-
ority individuals, like health care
workers and long-term care facility
residents.

The Golden State has the third
highest death rate in the country.

More than 22,600 people have
been admitted to hospital due to
the virus, and state data shows that
as of Monday, just over 1,200 inten-
sive care beds were still available
statewide.
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In rare joint message, top U.S.
military leaders condemn Capitol riot

(Reuters): The US. mili-
tary’s Joint Chiefs of Staff,
the  uniformed leaders
of the different military
branches, on Tuesday put
out a rare joint message
to service members saying
the violent riots last week
were an assault America’s
Constitutional process and
against the law.

The message breaks
nearly a week of silence
by the military leaders after
the assault on the Capitol
by supporters of President
Donald Trump sent law-
makers into hiding and left
five people dead.

While a number of
Trump’s cabinet members,
including acting Defense
Secretary Chris Miller, had
condemned the violent
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U.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Mark Milley

storming, the top U.S. gen-
eral, Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff General
Mark Milley, had been si-
lent until now.

“The violent riot in Wash-
ington D.C. on January 6,
2021 was a direct assault
on the US. Congress, the
Capitol building, and our
Constitutional process,” the
seven generals and one
admiral said in an internal
memo to troops, adding
that the military remained
committed to protecting
and defending the Consti-
tution.

“The rights of freedom of
speech and assembly do
not give anyone the right
to resort to violence, sedi-
tion and insurrection,” the
memo, obtained by Reu-

ters, said.
“Any act to disrupt the
Constitutional  process is

not only against our fradi-
tions, values, and oath; it is
against the law.”

US. officials said Milley
had not commented on
last week’s events because
he wanted to stay out of
politics.

The silence was in sharp
confrast to June, when
Milley made a controver-
sial walk to a church with
Trump affer law enforce-
ment officers backed by
National Guard froops
used tear-inducing chemi-
cals and rubber bullets to
clear the area of peaceful
protesters

Some service members
have privately expressed
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concern that they had not
been getting any direction
from senior leaders in the
aftermath of the harrowing
aftack on American de-
mocracy on Wednesday.

There has also been a
renewed focus aft extrem-
ism within the U.S. military
after the Capitol storming,
with a large proportion
of service members being
white and male.

The Army told Reuters on
Tuesday that it was work-
ing with the FBI to see if
any attackers were current
service members and with
the Secret Service to see
if any of the nearly 10,000
Natfional Guard troops se-
curing President-elect Joe
Biden’s inauguration would
need additional screening.
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Large number of deaths reported in
mother-children homes across Ireland

(CNN): Thousands of
babies and children died
in 18 of Ireland’s moth-
er and baby homes --
church-run institutions
where unmarried women
were sent to deliver their
babies in secret, often
against their will -- over
eight decades, according
to a landmark report.

On Tuesday, the Com-
mission of Investigation
infto Mother and Baby
Homes and Certain Re-

latfed Matters -- which
was set up to investi-
gate what  happened

in 14 mother and baby
homes and four county
homes from 1922 to 1998
-- announced the 9,000
deaths as part of the fi-
nal findings of its near
six-year inquiry.

Around 56,000 people
-- from girls as young as
12, fo women in their 40s
-- were senf to the 18 in-
stifutions investigated,
where some 57,000 chil-
dren were born, accord-
ing to the report.

One in seven of those
children (15%) didn’t sur-
vive long enough to leave
the homes, yet no alarm
was raised by the State
over the high mortali-
ty rates, even though it
was “known fo local and
national authorities” and
was “recorded in official
publications,” the report
found.

Prior to 1960, mother
and baby homes “did not
save the lives of ‘illegit-
imate’ children; in fact,
they appear to have sig-
nificantly reduced their
prospects of survival,” it

A baby shoe is seen at the Tuam site in Ireland’s County Galway during a 2019 vigil.

said.

The report called the
infant mortality rates the
most “disquieting feature
of these institutions.”

Speaking on Tuesday,
Taoiseach Michedl Mar-
tin said that the report
“opens a window onfo a
deeply misogynistic cul-
ture in Ireland over sev-
eral decades,” and that
the report “reveals signif-
icant failures of the state
and of society.”

The report, which runs
to more than 2,800 pag-
es, was released just
days after its key findings
were leaked to a nation-
al newspaper -- com-
pounding the pain and
anguish of survivors who
have waited years for
the final report -- and
who had been promised
a first view of it by the
Minister of Children.

Susan Lohan, co-found-
er of the Adoption Rights
Alliance and a member
of a dedicated survivors

group appointed to ad-
vise the government, told
CNN on Tuesday that
the leaked extracts of
the reporf, seen on Sun-
day, show that the lIrish
government may seek
to “trivialize” the human
rights abuses that took

place on a “massive
scale” inside of these
homes.

Survivor Philomena
Lee, who spent vyears
searching for the son

she was forced to give
up for adoption said in
a statement on Sunday
that she had “waited de-
cades for this moment
-- the moment when Ire-
land reveals how tens of
thousands of unmarried
mothers, such as |, and
the tens of fthousands
of our beloved children,
such as my dear son An-
thony, were torn asunder,
simply because we were
unwed at the moment
our children were born.”

During her time at the

Sean Ross Abbey moth-
er and baby home, Lee
said that she was “de-
prived” of her liberty, in-
dependence and autfon-
omy, and was “subject to
the tyranny of the nuns”
who fold mothers daily
that they were to atone
for their sins by “working
for our keep and surren-
dering our children to the
nuns for forced adop-
tion.”

Lee, whose story was
told in an Oscar-nom-
inated movie starring
Judi Dench, added that
she was “taunted” by the
nuns during a difficult la-
bor, who she says fold
her that the “pain was a
punishment for my pro-
miscuity.”

The commission’s final
report reported that this
practice was not unusual.

For many survivors and
advocate groups, there is
concern that the report
fails tfo vindicate their ex-
perience.
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Bobi Wine, the pop star seeking to
unseat Uganda’s longtime ruler

Music star-turned-opposition leader is seen as posing the strongest challenge to longtime President
Yoweri Museveni’s bid to win a sixth term

(Aliozeera): Bobi Wine,
Uganda’s  most  promi-
nent opposition figure, cut
a lonely figure as he ad-
dressed journalists in cen-
tral Kampala on Tuesday,
two days before a tense
presidential election.

Most of the team of the
music star-furned-politician
who is faking on the coun-
try’s president of 35 years
have been imprisoned
during a campaign season
marred by deadly violence.

Scores of his supporters
were Kkilled in November
and others badly wound-
ed as police violently broke
down opposition rallies, of-
ten firing tear gas and rub-

ber bullets.

Bobi Wine, whose readl
name is Robert Kyagulanyi
Ssenfamu, has been repeat-
edly arrested himself and in
recent weeks campaigned
in a flak jacket and ballistic
helmet.

“We, the leaders, are
servants; you are the frue
masters, fake your destiny
in your hands” he urged
Ugandans on Tuesday. “It is
going to be a revolutionary
election, let this be a pro-
test vote”

Bobi Wine, 38, is half the
age of Uganda’s long-serv-
ing President Yoweri Musev-
eni, a 76-year-old former
rebel leader who seized

power in 1986 - and has
held onto it since.

Before his entry info pol-
itics, Bobi Wine was a self-
styled “ghetto president”.
He grew up in Kamwok-
ya, a slum in the centre of
Kampala, with dozens of
siblings and half-siblings.

It was there where he be-
gan making music, produc-
ing a number of reggae,
pop and hip hop hits. But
his music became increas-
ingly political over time. In
songs such as Rise Up and
Freedom, he complained
about  corruption  and
called for change. And in
2017, Bobi Wine was elected
as an independent MP for

Kyadondo East, winning by
a landslide.

He rose fto internation-
al attention in August 2018
when he was arrested in in
Arug, northwestern Ugan-
da, and his driver was shot
dead. In prison, Bobi Wine
says he was tortured.

When he was released
on bail, he travelled to the
United States, gathering
support and getting medi-
cal treatment.

Since last July, Bobi Wine
has been the leader of the
National Unity Platform. Be-
fore that, his movement was
known as “People Power,”
with its members distinguish-
able by their red berets, un-
til the government banned
the wearing of them in 2019.

In his spacious home in
Magere, northern Kampalag,
he has readily welcomed
journdlists - both local and
foreign - over the past few
years.

In contrast, Museveni rare-
ly grants infterviews, prefer-
ring instead to talk at length
in televised speeches.

Bobi Wine has also rec-
ognised and sought to har-
ness the power of social
media.

He is followed around by
supportive  live-streamers,
who broadcast his activ-
ities on a series of social
media pages. In Thursday’s
election, he is encouraging
voters to fim any wrongdo-
ing they witness at polling
stations, as a way to gather
evidence.

“Use vyour phones, use
your cameras,” he instruct-
ed them. “Your phone is a
very powerful weapon”.
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1 Fiftieth anniversary (6,7)

8 Cowboy's hat (7)

9 Elaine Stritch's LadiesWho ___ (5)

10 Supplied with footwear (4)

11 Old Spanish gold coin (8)

13 Andean vulture (6)

14 Major Chinese technology company (6)
17 French farewell (2,6)

19 Backhander (informal) (4)

21 On a target, the ring next to the bullseye (5)

22 Constructor (7)
24 Operetta by Franz Lehar (3,5,5)

1 Fuel for US automobiles? (3)
2 Short rest (3-4)

3 Alleviate (4)

4 Younger (6)

5 Attack physically or verbally (8)
6 Language (informal) (5)

7 Making more attractive (9)
10 Left-winger (9)

12 Opposite (8)

15 Injured (7)

16 Feller's warning cry (6)

18 Line of mountains (5)

20 Opinion (4)

23 Uncooked (3)
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LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

DAY

Partial sunshine with a shower; breezy

NIGHT
Partly cloudy

Sunrise
6:40 AM

Sunset Moonrise
5:52 PM

Moonset

7:04 AM 6:28 PM

82 o, DAY
Hi Sunshine and patchy clouds with a shower in places

7 4 o NIGHT
Lo Patchy clouds

Sunrise
6:40 AM

Sunset Moonrise
5:53 PM

Moonset

7:57 AM 7:28 PM

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIP NOMINATIONS

The Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the United King-
dom is inviting nominations from Antigua and Barbuda for Com-
monwealth Master’s Scholarships tenable from 2021.

Closing date for nominations is 1st March, 2021.

Deadline for submission of applications to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Sports and Creative Industries is 19th February, 2021.

Full details of the scholarships are included in the 2021 terms and
conditions, available at: cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships

CHSS DARE TO D.E.A.R. BOOK DRIVE 2020

Clare Hall Secondary School is inviting past Clarehalites, enter-
tainers, radio personalities and the general public to participate
in its DARE to D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read) Book Drive
2020. Send us a video recording about your favourite book and
donate a copy or multiple copies of that book to our school library.
Give us a call at 462-3487 or mail us at admin@chss.edu.ag.
The book drive culminates in December 2020. We DARE you to
D.E.A.R with us and help us promote literacy amongst our stu-
dents.

@ ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Getting info a blue mood is noth-
ing that you need to worry about.
It's something you should respect. A
downward mood swing isn't the end
of the world. It’s just your mind telling
you that you need to slow down a bit.

@ TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

You are starting a conftemplative
phase of life right now, but you don't
have to worry that it will negatively
affect your social life. Luckily, one or
two of your closest friends are also
feeling moody and homebound.

@ GEMINI | May 21-June 20

Your deep feelings about a controver-
sial issue might not be well received by
the company you keep today, so try to
avoid bringing it up. It's a privacy mat-
ter. Protecting yourself from criticism is
the right thing to do right now.

CANCER | June 21-luly 22

If you're feeling indecisive about your feel-
ings for someone right now, you should
give yourself more time fo figure it all out.
You cant move forward in any type of
relationship unless you feel comfortable
that you know who you'e dedling with.

LEO | July 23-Aug. 22

An issue might pop up af home foday, and
you should drop everything fo address to it
It's time to nurture your family life more any-
way. With so much going on, it can be easy
fo overlook the needs of the people who
just love you for you, but this is a mistake.

@ VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

Listen to others when they suggest
you do something you're not totally
comfortable doing. Their objectivity
enables them to see this as a growing
opportunity for you, and it's one you
could really benefit from.

@ LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

The problems of other people don’t
interest you tfoo much right now, and
even juicy gossip doesn't thrill you the
way it used to. Right now you're much
more self-involved, which is quite a
switch for you.

(M) scorpIo oct. | 23-Nov. 21

Does i feel like while you've been taking
things af a leisurely pace and enjoying
the view everyone else has zoomed
ahead of you? Don't compare yourself
foo closely to other people right now.
Focus on your own strengths and goals.

@ SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Your imagination is an unpredictable
thing. Sometimes it creates an idea for
your future that is possible and posi-
five. And sometimes it comes up with
darker, worst-case scenarios. Obvi-
ously, that thinking gets you nowhere.

@ CAPRICORN | Dec, 22-Jan. 19

You're feeling open and generous
today, which makes you an excellent
working partner. You won't be expect-
ed to give up much of what you have,
but the act of giving will make you
feel good inside.

(®) AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Emotionally speaking, this day will be
partly cloudy, so prepare yourself for
being less than ferrifically cheerful all the
way through it. But don't get too hung
up on this chance of showers. Get ready
fo call a close friend if you need them.

® PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

Someone’s exciting personal life is going to
stop being so enferfaining and start be-
coming pretty darned annoying. Their emo-
fional upheaval is getting fo be foo much
fo handle. The good news is that you have
no responsibiity whatsoever for handiing it

QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT

The Quality Assurance Unit, Ministry of Tourism will be suspend-
ing operations from December 15, 2020 to January 15, 2021. All
property owners are asked to take note as no inspections and
covid-19 certifications will be executed during this period. For
more information contact the department t 468-4061/4003.

EARLY CLOSURE

The general public is advised that the headquarters of the Minis-
try of Education, Sports and Creative Industries, Government Of-
fice Complex, will close at 11am on Wednesday, 23rd December,
2020. This is to facilitate a staff function. Normal office hours will
resume on Thursday 24th December, 2020. Any inconvenience
caused is regretted.

THE
ROOT KULCHA

RADIO SHOW 99.1 FM

WITH RAS JUBA & JUSTICE

TUNE IN FROM
2:00PM - 3:00PM

RADIO SHOW

Tell us what’s happening in your community.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag
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SUZUKI

ANTIGUA'S #1 MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERSHIP

www.hadeedmotors.com

Unleck yeur

N

UNLOCK YOUR FUNSIDE WITH A NEW 2020 SUZUKI D-ZIRE.
CHOSE YOUR COLOUR, YOUR STYLE, YOUR WAY OF LIFE.

starting at INCLUDES

* Free Licensing-and Insurance
* Registratioh and Plates
, e Gas And Service

*On The Spot Financing Available
>>> UPGRADED FEATURES

* Power Windows * Reverse Camera * Touch Screen *  Automatic Headlamps
* Bluetooth * Parking Sensors * Automatic AC

locafed on confact us follow us on
Old Parham Road  Tel: (268) 4812500 () Facebook & (@) Instagram

HADEED MOTORS LTD.
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SPORTS NEWS

Four Windies players drafted for PSL

Four West Indies play-
ers were drafted to par-
ticipate in the Pakistan
Super League, following
the 2021 draft held in
Lahore on Sunday.

They are the legend-
ary Chris Gayle, Chad-
wick Walton, Sherfane
Rutherford and Carlos
Brathwaite. Each team

was required to select
16 players in the draft:
three from the platinum,
diamond and gold cat-
egories, five silver, and
two each from the emer-
gency and supplementa-
ry categories.

Gayle, arguably the
best T20 batsman of all
time, was a platinum se-

lection for the Quetta
Gladiators, while Ruth-
erford was a diamond
selection for Preshawar
Zalmi.

Chadwick Walton was
selected from the gold
category by the Karachi
Kings, and Multan Sul-
tfans selected Brathwaife
as a  supplementary

player. Evin Lewis and
Dwayne Bravo are two
players who had report-
edly registered for the
draft but went undraft-
ed.

Ninety players from
the Caribbean regis-
tered for the draft, the
most from any country
or territory.

Portland Thorns target Trinity Rodman,
daughter of Dennis Rodman in the NWSL draft

- 2 Pieces (15ic & 1smaLL)
- 1 Biscuit
-1 MEDIUM DRLNK

Professional sports
are abouf fo welcome

another Rodman into
the world.
The Nafional Wom-

en’s Soccer League on
Tuesday announced
its list of players in
Wednesday'’s NWSL
draft, and Trinity Rod-
man is on the list
The freshman forward
at  Washington State,
daughter of NBA Hall
of Famer Dennis Rod-
man, is expected to be
a first-round pick.

The 5-foot-10 forward
from Newport Beach,
California, was the No.
1 recruit in the nation
in 2020 but will leave
Washington State with-
out ever playing a col-
legiate game, as fthe
2020 season was post-
poned to spring 2021
because of COVID-19.

Trinity Rodman has
played in the U.S. na-
tional team system for
years, and helped the
United States win the
CONCACAF under-20
women'’s championship

last March, scoring two
goals in the final in @
4-1 victory over Mexi-
Co.

The Portland Thorns
have one pick in fthe
first round (No. 7 over-
all), one in the second
(No. 12), one in the third
(No. 22) and two in the
fourth (Nos. 32 and 37).
The draft will stream
live on Twitch starting
at 4 p.m. Wednesday.

Last year the Thorns
selected Sophia Smith
and Morgan Weaver
with the top two overall
picks. Weaver, like Trin-
ity Rodman, came out
of Washington State.

Dennis Rodman won
five NBA champion-
ships with the Deftroit
Pistons and Chicago
Bulls and was named
to the NBA Hall of
Fame in 2011.

He re-entered the
news in 2020 during the
10-part  “Last Dance”
series on ESPN built
around Michael Jor-
dan’s final season with
the Bulls in 1997-98.
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West Indies, who are
presently in  Bangladesh,
will start with a warm-
up game on January 18,
followed by the ODls
on 20th, 22nd, and 25th
January.

It has been previously
disclosed that the official
ODI team captain Kieron
Pollard opted not to tour,
choosing instead to stay at
home because of concerns
regarding COVID-19 in
Bangladesh.

Some analysts  posit
that Pollard’s reason has
more to do with burn-out

and not cricket, having
to deal with the constant
isolation bubble he has
been subjected to recently.
Also, not in Bangladesh is
Test captain Jason Holder
who has also withdrawn
his availability from the
series which starts 3rd to
15th February.

Cricket West Indies
stated that any player
who opted not to tour
because of fears over
health and safety will nof
be penalized. The concern
some analysts is that some
West Indies players such as
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Club over country

Shimron Hetmyer, Nicholas
Pooran and even captain
Jason Holder are presently
in Australia participating
in the Big Bash League,
yet are unavailable to visit
Bangladesh with the West
Indies team. It therefore
seems that they have
selected club over country.

Australia is also battling
the deadly virus. Moreover,
players are subjected to
lockdown in Australia, yet
they decided they are
not going to Bangladesh.
It seems that players are
able to dictate to CWI

which trips they want to
take and which to refuse.
This is not right in
the eyes of many West
Indies supporters since
CWI is paying these
players a monthly stipend.
Nonetheless, these players
turn their back on the West
Indies and decide to play
in countries that have the
same COVID-19 concerns.

We can only wish
our players presently in
Bangladesh all the best
and safe health. These
players selected country
over clubs.

‘Kuma’ seriously thinking about
going back into coaching

Leon ‘Kuma’ Rodney president of ABCA

President of the An-
tigua and Barbuda

Cricket Association
(ABCA), Leon Kuma
Rodney, is seriously
considering whether

to seek re-election to
manage the sport lo-
cally.

Rodney, speaking to
PointeXpress, said that
the position of presi-
dent of the ABCA can-
not continue to be
based on voluntarism.
“If the constitution is
not restructured to al-
low the position to at
least receive a stipend
| am not sure if | will
continue,” the former
national coach said.

“I 'am a hard work-
er who is dedicated
to the advancement of
the sport and | spend
long hours at the of-
fice, making sure the

best interest of cricket
is looked after,” Rod-
ney stated. ‘Kuma,’
as he is called in fthe
cricket fraternity, said
he is looking at taking
back up coaching as a
profession.

Rodney explained that
the ABCA has dropped
the registration fee for
clubs to assist them
during the tough times
of COVID-19.

The Super 40 League
is expected to bowl
off this weekend and
Rodney said that most
Leeward Hurricanes
players who are pres-
ently on island will
feature with a number
of teams, in an effort
to keep them sharp for
Cricket West Indies Su-
per 50 to be hosted
here in Antigua start-
ing next month.
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‘Batow’ Gonsalves

is seeking re-election

President of the Anfigua and
Barbuda Football Association
(ABFA)  Everton  ‘Batow’
Gonsalves will seek re-election
and is not worried about one
of his executive members,
Barbara Coates, declaring
her intenfion fo confest the
election constitutionally due
by December 2021.

The former national striker
said there are some members
who, if they are not fast
tracked or able to leapfrog
senior members, tend to take
up their bat and ball and
leave.

“l was responsible for
bringing Coates info the
ABFA executive as part of our
drive to recruit more females
at the top” said Gonsalves
who was a guest on the
PointeFM Touchline program
on Tuesday.

Rated as

one of the

greatest strikers in the history

ABFA president Everton ‘Batow’ Gonsalves

of football in Anfigua and
Barbuda, Gonsalves noted
that the feedback he has
been receiving from the
membership has been
positive and he is confident
he wil be victorious when
election comes around.
Consultations  with  the
clubs will start today as the
ABFA moves forward with
the initative to educate its
members about
bringing their
constitutions in
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line with that of FIFA where
individuals are allowed to
contfest election only as part
of a slate.

FIFA want its 211 members
to bring their constitutions
up fo dafe to facilitate only
slates. The ABFA will meet
with first division clubs today;,
followed by meetfings with
second division and premier
league clubs over the next
two weeks.

Gonsalves noted that if
re-elected he wil focus on

assisting local  clubs  with
upgrading their facilities, while
intensifying his attenfion on
the confinued development

of youth and Women's
football on island.
Al of the clubs have

received their FIFA COVID-19
relief funds and the second
disbursement is  expected
in the next eight weeks,
Gonsalves explained.

‘Batow,’ asheis affectionately
called in football circles, said
he cannot give a definitive
date on when football is
expected to start playing
competitively again and his
executive is watching the
situation day to day.

“We have the Super 50
cricket tournament coming
up and the closest start point,
if possible, would be summer,”
Gonsalves said. There is over
US$10000000  worth  of
equipment ready to assist the
clubs when football restarts,
the former Aston Vila striker
said.
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