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As the nation of Anti-
gua and Barbuda contin-
ues to mourn the loss of 
renowned trade unionist 
and political activist Rob-
in Bascus, fellow trade 
unionist and friend, James 
‘Tanny’ Rose has singled 
him out for high praise.
“For a person who did 

not have much formal 
training in industrial re-
lations and the whole 
practice of trade union-
ism in terms of work-
er representation, none 
can say they were better 
than him based on the 
time he spent in the An-
tigua Trades and Labour 
Union,” Rose declared. 
“He always pursued the 
rights of the workers. He 
was a person who did it 
from the heart and really 
cared about the work-
ers.”
Rose highlights that the 

qualities which set Bas-
cus apart from his peers 
were his honesty and fair-
ness. “He was very fair,” 
he shared, “he would 
not attempt to gouge 
the employer if the em-
ployer was right; and he 
would not let the work-
ers believe they were 
right if they were wrong. 
He always sought a mid-
dle passage because he 
believed in compromise, 
both from the employer 
and the employee.” 
It is through this meth-

od that he proved to be 
most effective as a union 

representative, winning 
the admiration of staff at 
many statutory corpora-
tions to include the Social 
Security Board, the Anti-
gua Public Utilities Au-
thority (APUA), and the 
Antigua Port Authority 
among others. At APUA, 
for example, there was 
a time when only weekly 
paid workers were union-
ized. Through the efforts 
of Bascus, monthly paid 

workers were organized 
under union contracts 
and their benefits pack-
age one of the best the 
country had seen up to 
that point. The results of 
his efforts are still seen 
today as workers within 
the aforementioned or-
ganizations enjoy some 
of the best benefits as 
government employees.
The epitome of Bascus’ 

work as a trade union-

ist can be summarized 
in his attitude to nego-
tiations, something that 
Rose thinks is lacking in 
the modern industrial re-
lations climate in Antigua 
and Barbuda. “The focus 
at all times has to be on 
the workers; representa-
tion is an everyday mat-
ter. After negotiating a 
contract, there has to be 
follow-up: meet with the 
workers, call the employ-
ers to find out how things 
are going at the work-
place. These are things I 
believe are lacking these 
days. No one follows up, 
no one is having meet-
ings with workers, and 
Bascus was gung-ho with 
that,” he shares.
Rose remembers Bas-

cus as a man dedicated 
to his family, devoted to 
their development. “He 
was a family man. He 
always wanted his chil-
dren to be well educat-
ed so that they would 
be able to take care of 
themselves, even after 
he would have departed 
this life. He was a good 
man!”
Bascus, who was also 

a former Senator and 
sportsman, passed away 
on Wednesday morning 
at his home. 
PointeExpress extends 

our sympathies to the 
Bascus family and those 
who are mourning the 
passing of this great An-
tiguan and Barbudan.

ROBIN BASCUS, AN 
OUTSTANDING TRADE UNIONIST

GUEST EDITORIAL

Personal reflection by James Tanny Rose

Trade unionist and political activist Robin Bascus
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An Ant iguan-born 
Judge i s se t to be-
come the f i rs t b lack 
Ch ief Judge for the 
Eas tern D is t r i c t of 
New York . 
Fo l low ing the de-

par ture of her prede-
cessor,  Judge Margo 
K.  Brod ie w i l l  soon be 
tak ing on the duty of 
a U.S .  D i s t r i c t Ch ief 
Judge. 
Ch ief Jus t i ce John 

Rober ts J r.  announced 
on Tuesday that the 
cur rent Ch ief Judge , 
Ros lynn Mauskopf,  of 
the Eas tern D is t r i c t of 
New York w i l l  leave 
Brook lyn to become 
d i rec tor of the Ad-

min i s t ra t ive Of f ice of 
the U.S .  Cour t s on 1 s t 
February. 
Judge Margo K.  Bro-

d ie w i l l  then be pro-
moted to the pos i -
t ion and become the 
eas tern d i s t r i c t ’s f i rs t 
b lack ch ief judge. 
Judge Brod ie was 

born 1966 in S t.  John ’s , 
Ant igua . 
She was nominat-

ed by Barack Obama 
201 1  to a seat on the 
Un i ted States D i s t r i c t 
Cour t for the Eas tern 
D is t r i c t of New York . 
She was conf i rmed as 
a Un i ted States D i s -
t r i c t Judge in 2012 .

Antiguan judge to become 
U.S. District chief judge

Judge Margo K. Brodie
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Regular commercial 
flights into Antigua and 
Barbuda by United King-
dom-based carriers are 
likely to continue, at least 
for the immediate future.
There have been con-

cerns raised within the lo-
cal hotel sector on the likely 
impact that a cancellation 
of these flights could have 
on the sector, which is try-
ing to regain ground it lost 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
The U.K. has closed its 

borders until mid-Febru-
ary 2021, and is restricting 
movement within the coun-
try except for essential ser-
vices. 
The Cabinet was in-

formed that Virgin Atlantic 
will continue to have flights 
to V.C. Bird Internation-
al airport, though it is not 
possible to determine for 

how long, and if they will 
be further reduced. 
Similarly, British Airways 

will also continue operating 
flights, at least for now. The 
airline has however not yet 
published a schedule.
The decision by the U.K. 

government to impose a 
lockdown is likely to result 
in a reduction of British vis-
itors to the region which 
will adversely affect em-
ployment of hotel staff and 
other fall-off in commerce.
Currently, visitors out of 

the U.K. represent fifty per 
cent of all visitors to An-
tigua and Barbuda. Any 
cessation or reduction in 
flight will likely have a neg-
ative impact on the fragile 
hotel sector.

Flights from the U.K. to 
V.C. Bird Int’l will continue

The Royal Caribbean In-
ternational (RCI) will move 
forward with its investment 
project at Fort James, and 
the architectural and oth-
er drawings to be submit-
ted to the Development 
Control Authority (DCA) 
are being completed. 
Tourism Minister Charles 

Max Fernandez provid-
ed the update when he 
discussed the matter at 
this week’s meeting of the 
Cabinet. 
RCI will build an enter-

tainment center costing 
more than US$50 million 
dollars on the land east 
of the beach, to provide 
entertainment for its cruise 
passengers when their 
large Quantum Class ves-
sels discharge thousands 
upon docking at the new-
ly-built pier in St. John’s.
Tourism officials here 

are hopeful that there 
will be a resumption of 
the cruise industry at the 
end of March. There have 
not been any published 

schedules, but the cruise 
company are said to be 
booking cruises to start at 
that time.
“We anticipate that the 

cruises will resume from 
the end of March, unless 
there is some other devel-
opment that prevents that 
from happening,” Chief of 
Staff in the Office of the 
Prime Minister, Lionel Max 
Hurst, reported.
Meanwhile, Hurst is 

also reporting that Glob-
al Ports Holdings (GPH) 

will shortly be proceeding 
with the building of shops 
at the landside of the new 
pier and will pursue up-
grades at the Heritage 
Quay Shopping Center. 
GPH has already paid off 
a $21 million dollar debt to 
ACB which was owed by 
SJDC for two decades. 
He added  that GPH 

has continued to pay its 
staff during this period 
when no cruise ships have 
called at the St. John’s 
ports.

Royal Caribbean moving 
forward with Fort James project

British Airways and Virgin Atlantic will continue flights from the U.K. to Antigua despite lockdown
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Senator Bakesha Fran-
cis-James was Antigua 
and Barbuda’s repre-
sentative at this week’s 
swearing in ceremony of 
a new National Assem-
bly and election of a new 
Speaker in Caracas, Ven-
ezuela.
“I am very elated and 

honoured to have repre-
sented Antigua and Bar-
buda at this event. I am 
thankful for the oppor-
tunity. The inauguration 
was informative, profound 
and filled with excitement. 
The new speaker of the 
National Assembly spoke 
from his heart about Ven-
ezuela and its people and 
their ongoing challenges, 
especially what he termed 
as Venezuela’s economic 
warfare with the United 
States,” she told PointeX-
press newspaper.
At a meeting later in 

the evening, Senator 
Francis-James she said 

and the other foreign 
representatives attended 
a special meeting with 
President Nicolas Mad-
uro who she reported 
spoke passionately about 
the situation in Vene-
zuela and he urged the 
representatives to join 
his country as it strug-
gles against a mighty foe. 
“Listening to the president 
speak so profoundly, with 
much wisdom, courage 
and with a great level of 
tenacity to fight, especial-
ly against the US, was 
admirable,” she remarked.
This was Senator Fran-

cis-James’ first overseas 
assignment of this kind 
and she describes it was 
a very useful trip as it has 
helped her to network 
with other dignitaries at-
tending the ceremony. “I 
view this trip as being 
very helpful to me both 
personally and profes-
sionally,” she concluded.

Antigua and Barbuda represented 
at Venezuelan inauguration

The Antigua and 
Barbuda Cabinet held 
a discussion about the 
future of LIAT and has 
named a three-mem-
ber ministerial commit-
tee to assist the airline 
through this difficult 
time.
The committee com-

prises Aviation Min-
ister Sir Robin Year-
wood, Health Minister 

Sir Molwyn Joseph and 
Works Minister Lenox 
Weston. 
“The three have been 

directed to follow LI-
AT’s progress by meet-
ing with decision-mak-
ers and reporting back 
to Cabinet,” according 
to an official state-
ment. 
It noted that the re-

sources to keep LIAT 

flying are being pro-
vided solely by An-
tigua and Barbuda, 
utilizing resources bor-
rowed more than one 
year ago for the pur-
pose of re-capitalizing 
the airline. 
The closure of the 

U.S. Embassy in Barba-
dos impacts the move-
ment of people to and 
from that country, and 

the connectivity which 
visa applicants require. 
This is among the chal-
lenges facing the car-
rier after it returned to 
the skies at the end of 
November last year.
The COVID-19 pan-

demic has reduced in-
ter-island travel for the 
carrier. This has been 
the backbone of the 
airline’s market.

Ministerial committee 
appointment to assist LIAT

Senator Bakesha Francis-James inside the 
National Assembly Building in Caracas
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One day be-
fore unve i l i ng the i r 
c r ime-f igh t ing and 
secur i ty p lans for the 
year,  Commiss ioner of 
Po l i ce ,  At lee Rodney 
and severa l  sen ior 
po l i ce of f i cers spent 
most of Thursday at 
the Mu l t ipurpose Cu l -
tu ra l  Center engaged 
in a leadersh ip forum. 
“ The ma in ob jec t i ve 

for the meet ing was 
to fur ther deve lop an 
a l l - i nc lus ive and com-
prehens ive workp lan 
for at leas t the next 
th ree years for the 
Po l i ce Force.  Heads of 
var ious depar tments 
used the oppor tun i ty 
to present the i r s t ra t-
eg ies and t ra jec tory 
for the New Year go-
ing forward , ” accord-
ing to Commiss ioner 
Rodney. 
Deputy Commiss ion-

er of Po l i ce A lber t 
Wade ,  who heads 

the operat ions de-
par tment,  h igh l igh t-
ed h i s operat iona l 
p lans for the organ i -
zat ion .  S im i la r ly,  As-
s i s tan t Commiss ion-
er of Po l i ce ,  Ro land 
Cuf fy presented on 
the admin i s t ra t i ve as-
pects of the force ,  to 
inc lude deve lopment 
t ra in ing for po l i ce of-
f i cers .  Cuf fy spoke in 
the absence of Dep-

u ty Commiss ioner of 
Po l i ce Ever ton Jef fe rs , 
who i s cur ren t ly on 
leave. 
Presentat ions were 

a l so made by the 
head of the f i re de-
par tment,  Ass i s tan t 
Commiss ioner of Po-
l i ce E lv i s Weaver,  as 
we l l  as the heads of 
the Cr im ina l  Inves t i -
gat ions Depar tment, 
Tra f f i c  Depar tment, 

Commandant of the 
S i r Wr igh t F.  George 
Po l i ce Tra in ing Acad-
emy,  the Spec ia l  Ser-
v ices Un i t (SSU) ,  head 
of S t.  Johns Po l i ce 
S ta t ion and of f i cers 
w i th respons ib i l i t i e s 
for the D i s t r i c t Po l i ce 
S ta t ions .  The meet-
ing was we l l - rece ived 
and ended on a pos-
i t i ve note .  
Ret i red Inspector 

of Po l i ce and Sen ior 
Pas tor of the F i rs t 
Church of the Naza-
rene ,  Wi l l iam Ho lder, 
was a l so present and 
of fered prayers on 
beha l f of the sen ior 
of f i cers .
Commiss ioner Rod-

ney and h i s sen ior 
of f i cers are ho ld ing 
a press conference 
today to update the 
nat ion on the i r p lans 
for 202 1 as we l l  as to 
rev iew the year jus t 
ended .

Police top brass attend leadership forum

Commissioner of Police Atlee Rodney Flanked by DCP Albert Wade and ACP Elvis Weaver
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An additional two per-
sons have been hospital-
ized with symptoms re-
lated to COVID-19.
The latest update pro-

vided by the Ministry of 
Health reported that no 
new cases have been 
reported as of Tuesday, 
5th January at 6:00 pm.
The ministry said all 

seventy-five samples 
processed by the Mount 
St. John’s Medical Centre 
(MSJMC) yielded nega-
tive results and are re-
flected in the total per-
sons tested and total 
samples taken columns 
of the dashboard.
Consequently, the total 

number of persons with 
laboratory confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in An-
tigua and Barbuda re-
mains at one hundred 
and sixty-three (163); 
which is inclusive of nine 

(9) active cases.
Meanwhile, one hun-

dred and thirty-five sam-
ples are pending.
The dashboard has 

been updated to reflect 
these changes.
In related news, 

the Cabinet reviewed 
the readiness of the 
COVID-19 vaccine for 
Antigua and Barbuda; 
the estimate of availabil-
ity in Antigua is several 
months away. 
However, utilizing the 

PAHO/WHO COVAX ar-
rangement, a significant 
supply is guaranteed. 
The systems governing 
the application of the 
vaccine are being de-
veloped by the Ministry 
of Health. The Ministry 
has been advised to be 
careful with impostors 
who are marketing fake 
COVID-19 vaccines.

Two more COVID-19 
patients hospitalised

Local doctors who wish 
to administer COVID-19 
vaccines that they acquire 
through private means, will 
need special licences in 
order to administer these 
vaccines.
According to Information 

Minister, Melford Nicholas, 
this is because the gov-
ernment wants to ensure 
that approved standards 
are met. “We have learnt 
that there may be one or 
two medical practitioners 

who may be trying to get 
ahead of the curve and 
to acquire the vaccines 
for distribution among the 
local population. Cabinet 
looked at this matter and 
to be on the safe side, 
those local practitioners 
would require a license 
from the Ministry of Health 
to be able to import and 
administer the vaccines,” 
he announced.
The minister said the 

government action is mo-

tivated by its responsibili-
ty to ensure the safety of 
the nation at all times. “We 
would not want there to 
be more consideration for 
the commercial aspect of 
such undertakings as the 
safety of our people is 
paramount,” he noted.
The minister said the 

government wants to en-
sure that the vaccines that 
will become available ei-
ther through COVAX or 
private means all meet the 

requirements that have 
been laid down.
The government has re-

ported that by utilizing the 
PAHO/WHO COVAX ar-
rangement, a significant 
supply is guaranteed. The 
systems governing the ap-
plication of the vaccine lo-
cally are being developed. 
The Ministry of Health has 
been advised to be care-
ful with impostors who are 
marketing fake COVID 
vaccines.

Local doctors will need special licence 
to administer COVID vaccines
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The Kiwanis Club of 
Wadadli has donated a 
basket of new born baby 
items to the Maternity Unit 
of the Mount St. John’s 
Medical Centre (MSJMC) 
as part of the Club’s Baby 
Bean Initiative. 
A release from the Club 

said the donation forms 
part of its service outreach 
programme.
The Nurse Manager 

of the Unit, Sister Ethlyn 
Weekes, was on hand to 
accept the basket. She 
noted that in this time of 
economic upheaval this 
donation was most wel-

comed. This basket of 
goodies will be presented 
to a mother who may be 
in need of some help for 
the first few months of her 
baby’s life. 
The Club expresses ap-

preciation to MSJMC staff 
and the members of the 
club for ensuring that this 
project came to fruition.
The Kiwanis Club of Wa-

dadli comprises young 
professionals and was 
formed in January 2014.
The primary mission of 

the club is to improve the 
lives of children, one com-
munity at a time.

Kiwanis Club donates to 
maternity ward

Kiwanis Club of Wadadli donates to MSJMC Maternity Unit

Prime Minister Browne to 
deliver feature address at 
this weekend’s ceremony
The University of the 

West Indies Five Islands 
Campus in Antigua and 
Barbuda will kick off grad-
uation season for The UWI 
this weekend on Sunday, 
January 10. 
Six women have made 

history as the first grad-
uands from The UWI’s 
newest campus which was 
established in 2019. They 
will join thousands across 
the regional university 
graduating this month in 
ceremonies rescheduled 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
The six who are all can-

didates from the Post-
graduate Diploma in Ed-
ucation programme, will 
participate in an intimate, 

socially distant celebra-
tion held on the campus 
grounds. Antigua and Bar-
buda’s Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, Hon. 
Gaston A. Browne will be 
in attendance to deliver 
the feature address for 
the historic occasion. The 
Honourable Aziz Fares 
Hadeed, CBE, Chair of The 
UWI Five Islands Campus 
Council, will preside over 
the ceremony, substitut-
ing for Robert Bermudez, 
Chancellor of The UWI 
who will confer the de-
grees virtually. In addition, 
the Governor General of 
Antigua and Barbuda, Sir 
Rodney Williams will be in 
attendance.
Launée Richards has 

the distinction of being 
The UWI Five Islands’ first 
valedictorian. She is also 

already a UWI alumna, 
having earned her under-
graduate degree at the 
Cave Hill Campus in 2015. 
The other notable women 
are Jerushah Baynes, Neti-
sha Alie-Grant, Shanique 
Gumbs, Marsha Lay-Jarvis 
and Lekiesha Mack.
Pro Vice-Chancellor and 

Campus Principal, Pro-
fessor Densil A. Williams 
noted that this weekend 
is a proud moment for 
the Campus and the wid-
er UWI as it continues to 
facilitate citizens of the 
region to realize their po-
tential through excellent 
education and training 
for participation in the 
global world. He noted 
that the achievement of 
these women is a mani-
festation that the Access 
revolution—a key pillar of 

The UWI Triple A strategy 
which underpins the oper-
ationalisation of the Cam-
pus—is being realized.
The UWI continues its 

tradition of broadcasting 
the series of ceremonies 
from start to end, via its 
public information plat-
form, UWItv. Well-wishers 
across the OECS can tune 
in to watch The UWI Five 
Islands graduation cere-
mony on Sunday, January 
10 from 1:00 p.m. (Eastern 
Caribbean/AST) online 
via www.uwitv.org, UWItv’ 
s channels on Flow EVO, 
Facebook or YouTube.
A total of 11 UWI gradua-

tion ceremonies are sched-
uled to be broadcast live 
via UWItv. The complete 
schedule and further de-
tails are available at www.
uwitv.org/grad2020

Six women make history as first graduands 
of The UWI Five Islands Campus
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cont’d on pg 10

(The writer is the Ambassador of An-
tigua and Barbuda to the U.S. and the 
Organization of American States.  He 
is also a senior fellow at the Institute 
of Commonwealth Studies, Universi-
ty of London and at Massey College 
in the University of Toronto) 

Recent event s in  Wash ing-
ton ,  the revered cap i ta l  of 
the Un i ted S ta tes of Amer-
i ca ,  have shaken the mora l 
au thor i ty of tha t count ry to 
lec tu re ,  th reaten and co-
erce other count r ies in  the 
name of democracy,  ru le 
of law and human r igh t s . 
The d i sgracefu l  scenes of 
Amer icans s torm ing the i r 
own sacred Cap i to l  Bu i ld -
i ng – the long-c la imed 
sanc tuary for democracy - 
was bad enough ,  bu t what 
preceded i t was worse .    A 
mob,  mob i l i zed to be law-
less and v io len t,  was de-
p lorab le .   What was desp i -
cab le were the ac t ions of 
Repub l i can Congressper-
sons ,  who do know bet te r, 
to w i l f u l l y and shame less -
l y t ry to over tu rn the w i l l 
of the peop le to change 
the government th rough a 
democrat i c  process tha t 
was conf i rmed by s ta te 
and federa l  cour t s and by 
the Supreme Cour t i t se l f. 
A s i t t i ng Pres iden t of the 
Un i ted S ta tes ,  Dona ld 
Trump,  open ly encouraged 
a mob to be law less and to 
do prec i se ly what they d id 
– a t tack the bas t ion of the 
count ry ’s law-mak ing body 
in a determ ined at tempt to 
car ry ou t what was no less 

than a Coup d ’e ta t.  
The mob – noth ing less 
than te r ror i s t s -  were in -
ten t upon over tu rn ing the 
resu l t s of a leg i t imate Pres-
iden t ia l  e lec t ion in wh ich 
both the popu lar vote and 
the votes of the E lec tor-
a l  Co l lege conf i rmed that 
Joseph B iden J r had been 
e lec ted as Pres iden t of the 
Un i ted S ta tes .  In the course 
of i t ,  w i th in  the ha l lowed 
ha l l s  of Cap i to l  H i l l ,  b lood 
was shed .  Not the prover-
b ia l  b lood resu l t i ng f rom 
heated debate and bru i sed 
egos ,  bu t rea l  b lood as 
Amer icans shot a t Amer-
i cans and a woman was 
k i l l ed . 
When s im i la r event s oc-
cur red in o ther par t s of the 
wor ld ,  espec ia l l y deve lop-
ing count r ies ,  except those 
count r ies where the U.S . 
government favours the re-
g imes in power,  the U.S . 
has been sw i f t to ac t w i th 
th reats ,  sanc t ions ,  condem-
nat ion and by promot ing 
censure in bod ies such as 
the Organ iza t ion of Amer-
i can S ta tes (OAS).   Other 
governments tha t hang-on 
to the coat ta i l s  of the U.S . 
have been qu ick to suppor t 
the i r ac t ions . 
Ye t,  even as the hor rors a t 
Cap i to l  H i l l  were un fo ld ing 
l i ve on te lev i s ion screens 
wor ldw ide ,  the OAS Secre-
tary-Genera l  was s i l en t un-
t i l  pushed pub l i c l y to speak .  
Hangers -on governments 
i s sued tame s ta tements – 
none of them be l l ed the 

cat by ca l l i ng the name of 
the person so le ly respons i -
b le for br ing ing the U.S .  to 
th i s sor ry pass in  the eyes 
of the in te rnat iona l  com-
mun i ty. 
I t  took the leader of the 
m inor i ty NDP in Canada , 
Jagmeet S ingh ,  to pub l i c-
l y iden t i f y the cu lpr i t.  I n  a 
tweet,  S ingh dec lared ,  “ The 
hor ror un fo ld ing in Wash-
ing ton i s f r igh ten ing and 
i t was inc i ted by Dona ld 
Trump.  He can end i t now 
but refuses to.  Democracy 
mus t not be in t im idated . 
The v io lence mus t end . ” 
On the same day,  the Mi -
ami  Hera ld in te rv iewed me 
for a s tory en t i t l ed ,  “Across 
Lat in  Amer ica and in M i -
ami ,  s torm ing of U.S .  Cap i -
to l  reca l l s  chaos at home” .  
The focus was on the par-
a l l e l s be tween the assau l t 
on democracy and the 
ru le of law in the U.S .  and 
the U.S ac t ion in Guyana 
dur ing f i ve months in  2020 

Recovering America’s battered 
Democracy and Authority 

 By Sir Ronald Sanders
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when the U.S .  government 
ac ted to end the s tea l i ng 
of the government aga ins t 
the w i l l  of the e lec tora te 
in the March 2020 genera l 
and reg iona l  e lec t ions .   I 
reproduce be low a sec t ion 
of the Miami Hera ld s tory. 
“What ’s happen ing in the 
Un i ted S ta tes i s a comp le te 
v io la t ion of every dem-
ocra t i c  norm and a l so of 
the ru le of law (by Don-
a ld Trump and e lements of 
the Repub l i can Par ty)  i n 
a f lagrant a t tempt to re-
ma in in power, ” Sanders 
sa id .  “Had that occur red in 
any deve lop ing count ry,  i n -
deed in any count ry of the 
wor ld ,  the Un i ted S ta tes 
wou ld have been the f i rs t 
to round ly condemn those 
peop le ,  to app ly sanc t ions 
aga ins t those count r ies 
and to take ac t ion in the 
name of human r igh t s ,  de-
mocracy and c iv i l  r igh t s “ . 
Las t year,  Sanders noted , 
the Trump admin i s t ra t ion i s -
sued v i sa sanc t ions aga ins t 
members of the Guyana 
government when the coun-
t ry ’s then-pres iden t Dav id 
Granger refused to accept 
the outcome of the South 
Amer ican nat ion ’s pres i -
den t ia l  e lec t ions and used 
the cour t sys tem to t ry and 
over tu rn the vote . 
“ The c i rcumstances are a l -

mos t iden t i ca l , ”  he sa id . 
“ The Un i ted S ta tes gov-
ernment app l ied sanc-
t ions ,  app l ied th reats and 
c la imed democracy was at 
r i s k and demanded adher-
ence by par t ies in  Guyana , 
a l l  of wh ich were r igh t.   
“ I  th ink a l l  of those th ings 
were necessary,  bu t you 
cannot app ly i t  to o ther 
count r ies and not app ly i t 
to yourse l f.  I f  you app ly a 
doub le s tandard ,  you lose 
the author i ty to te l l  any-
body anyth ing when they 
do wrong . ” 
That i s the consequence of 
Dona ld Trump’s re jec t ion 
of the w i l l  of the ma jor i -
ty of the Amer ican peop le 
tha t he shou ld not re tu rn 
to the Wh i te House.  I t  i s 
a l so a consequence of the 
demean ing of the sanc t i t y 
and author i ty of the U.S . 
Congress tha t he organ-
i sed and promoted for h i s 
se l f i sh ends .    And i t i s  a 
consequence of the ready 
acqu iescence of Repub l i -
cans in Congress and of 
hanger-on governments , 
i nc lud ing in the Car ibbean , 
who rema ined s i l en t,  and 
comp l i c i t ,  as Trump’s gov-
ernment forced i t s w i l l  i n 
bod ies such as the OAS , 
the In te r-Amer ican Deve l -
opment Bank ,  the Wor ld 
Trade Organ iza t ion and 

e l sewhere ,  e rod ing in te r-
nat iona l  law,  norms and 
prac t i ces . 
Thank fu l l y,  the ins t i t u t ions 
of democracy and the ru le 
of law rema ined s t rong and 
res i l i en t i n  the U.S .  i t se l f.  
Were i t  not for the be l i e f 
and commi tment of Amer-
i cans themse lves – inc lud-
ing ,  i n  the end ,  V ice Pres i -
den t M ike Pence – Amer ica 
and the wor ld wou ld have 
been fac ing an uns tab le 
and d i sas t rous fu tu re . 
The wor ld was brought to 
the br ink of d i sas te r on Jan-
uary 6 – a date descr ibed 
by senate m inor i ty leader, 
Democrat,  Chuck Schumer, 
as “as one of the darkes t 
days in recent Amer ican 
h i s tory ” .   
I t  i s  to be hoped that 
Amer icans have learned a 
sa lu tary lesson for democ-
racy and the ru le of law 
in the i r own count ry,  and 
about the impor tance of 
re ta in ing and nur tu r i ng re-
spec t,  not fear,  g loba l l y.    
Hopefu l l y,  hangers -on gov-
ernments around the wor ld , 
w i l l  a l so have learned that 
s tand ing-up for pr inc ip le 
i s far more va luab le than 
a l l i ances w i th bu l l i e s w i th 
fee t of c lay.
 
Responses and previous commen-
tar ies : www.s irronaldsanders .com 

cont’d from pg 9
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‘The Weekly Savage’ is a new 
half-hour political satire programme 
that airs on PointeTV on Friday 
nights at 9:00 p.m. The programme 
is produced by a team of talent-
ed nationals – Vaughan Skerritt and 
Kem Hodge – and hosted by Carl 
Christopher.
“We poke fun at events taking 

place in Antigua and Barbuda and 
around the world as we aim to ed-
ucate while identifying that even in 
our newscasts there are many things 
that are of comedic value,” said 
Skerritt, the principal writer of the 
programme.
The second episode in The Week-

ly Savage airs tonight on Pointe TV 
and the producers are inviting ev-
eryone not to miss the show. “We 
will examine the Barbuda Land Act 
and we will examine some of the 
issues surrounding this highly con-
troversial matter which is one of the 
key issues that lie at heart of the 
ongoing friction between the central 
government and the Barbuda Coun-
cil,” he revealed.
Tonight’s show will also feature a 

skit that many will find memorable. 
Skerritt did not want to say too much 
about this segment but he promises 
that it will not disappoint.
The show is divided into three 

segments, opening with a review of 
news that the producers find amus-
ing. Segment two focuses on some-
thing entertaining with the emphasis 

on poking fun, and the final segment 
is where the producers pick a topic 
and highlight several of the issues 
surrounding this topic.
“In our first issue we examined 

the Social Security Scheme and the 
problems it now faces in meeting its 
monthly pension payments. But we 
also found that this problem is not 
unique to our scheme but rather, it 
is faced by practically all schemes 
of its kind around the world,” Skerritt 
explained.
From their research, the producers 

found that life expectancy has in-
creased since the scheme came into 
being and it appears that this was 
not taken into account during the 
initial stages of the scheme. “One 
of the things that we found is that 
the money that one pays into SS 
they get back in the first two years 
of receiving pension payments. The 
remaining pension payments that a 
person receives until the time of his/
her death are paid from deductions 
made from current contributors’ sal-
aries/wages,” he noted.
Skerritt also offered some insights 

into the production of The Week-
ly Savage. “Carl and I do most of 
the writing and while we have some 
shared views, we differ on a number 
of matters and it helps make the 
final product that much better,” he 
stated.
“For example, we write separate-

ly then we meet to pool our ideas. 

After some arm-twisting and cajol-
ing we settle on a final script. But 
changes are made constantly, even 
at the point where the programme 
is being recorded. There is no re-
hearsal of the show before record-
ing, but the guys meet and do a 
read through prior to the recording.”
What are the long-term plans? It 

is a question we put to Skerritt. “The 
plan is for us to do the programme 
in 13-episode seasons. We have tar-
geted a particular demographic – 
35 and older – who have strong 
political affiliations to either of the 
main political parties,” he further ex-
plained.
Additionally, the producers of 

The Weekly Savage also want to 
serve as role models for other lo-
cal producers who may want to 
get involved in producing television 
shows. “If we are successful in doing 
this programme we hope that oth-
ers will see this as something that 
is possible and will use our success 
as inspiration to do similar or other 
types of programmes on their own,” 
he remarked.
PointeTV is pleased to be col-

laborating with this team of talent-
ed nationals in making ‘The Weekly 
Savage’ part of our regular pro-
gramming. PointeTV welcomes oth-
er nationals with programme ideas 
to come forward and discuss these 
ideas so that they can be devel-
oped into actual programmes.

Political satire comes to PointeTV

Kem Hodge Carl Christopher Vaughan Skerritt
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By Tony Deyal
Nostradamus, the famous 

French doctor and author of a 
book of prophecies published 
in 1555, supposedly predicted 
the rise to power of Adolf Hit-
ler and the subsequent Second 
World War. Now, it is claimed 
that some of his predictions 
relate to this New Year, 2021. 
Some astrologists say that 
Nostradamus foresaw a “Zom-
bie Apocalypse” caused by a 
biological weapon, created by 
a Russian scientist, which pro-
duces a virus that turns humans 
into zombies and will wipe out 
the human race once and for 
all. There is no mention of the 
present Russian leader but it is 
said that you get out of life 
what you Putin.
If the Zombies don’t kill us in 

2021, an epidemic of biblical 
proportions will. Nostradamus 
predicted that the first signs of 
the end of the world will be 
famine, earthquakes and epi-
demics. In other words, he saw 
the Coronavirus coming. As-
trologists explain that in 2020, 
Saturn in Capricorn united its 
forces with Pluto which is defi-
nitely not the lovable pet of 
Disney’s Mickey Mouse but the 

planet of doom and destruc-
tion. This relationship, which will 
last for 248 years, will be the 
death of us. If the solar storms 
are not enough, Nostradamus 
warns that “In the Danube and 
of the Rhine will come to drink/ 
The great Camel”. This is inter-
preted as the Muslims taking 
over the world or whatever is 
left of it after a comet hits us, 
and is followed by a devastat-
ing earthquake which destroys 
California. The only good news 
he is said to have prophesied 
for the US is that American sol-
diers will have brain-chip im-
plants. Even though the US De-
partment of Defence initiated 
this project in 2018, the Presi-
dent was unfortunately left out, 
maybe because he evaded the 
military draft five times.
Fortunately for me, I stopped 

making New Year’s resolutions 
a long time ago. I found that 
they come in one year and 
out the next. It is not true, as 
one of my friends claim, that 
I don’t have any because my 
wife hasn’t told me as yet what 
my New Year’s resolutions are. 
I could have promised my chil-
dren that I would not tell or 
make any bad jokes for the 
rest of the year but I missed 
that opportunity about a week 
ago. Every New Year’s Day, af-
ter being allowed to stay up 
after midnight, or waking up to 
the sound of guns fired by our 
neighbours to celebrate the 
birth of the New Year, when 
I headed into the kitchen my 
father would inevitably quip, 
‘Where were you all this time? 
I haven’t seen you since last 
year.” In thinking about those 
days when the entire fami-

ly gathered in the veranda to 
take in the New Year’s “breeze”, 
wish one another a “Happy 
New Year” I yearn for their re-
turn. We used to call out loud-
ly to the neighbours next door 
and across the street. “Neighb,” 
we said, using the short form 
of “neighbour”, “Happy New 
Year to you and the family.” In 
those days, I used to beg my 
parents to let me stay up late. 
Now, whether I like it or not, I 
have to.
There are a lot of jokes and 

stories about New Year resolu-
tions. One comic said, “My New 
Year’s resolution was to lose 30 
pounds by the end of summer.” 
Then he added, “I’ve only got 
40 pounds left.” In such a pre-
dicament I would advise him 
to head for England and bet 
on the dog races. You’re sure 
to lose every pound you have. 
A New Yorker told Governor 
Andrew Cuomo on New Year’s 
Eve, “This year, with the Demo-
crats in power and with Biden 
as President, I hope we will all 
be able to achieve the goals 
of our New Year’s resolutions.” 
He paused and then continued, 
“But I have a feeling we’re go-
ing to drop the ball.” One co-
median added, “My New Year’s 
resolution for 2021 took me a 
while to focus and after a week 
has passed, I think I’ve got it. I 
must get glass this year.”
I am always optimistic about 

the future and, as the saying 
goes, if I get a bag of horse 
manure for Christmas I will 
delve deeply into it looking for 
a horse. If I don’t find it, I will 
make use of it by passing it to 
Indranie for her plants. Pessi-
mists have a different problem. 

NOSTRADAMUS 
BACK IN TOWN
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One resolved that in 
the New Year he will 
definitely try to be an 
optimist like me. He 
then added, “But I know 
for a fact that won’t 
happen. Something will 
go wrong and I’ll fail. 
I’m sure of that.” Late-
Night TV host, Jay Leno 
observed, “Women get 
a little more excited 
about New Year’s Eve 
than men do. It ’s like 
an excuse: you drink 
too much, you make a 
lot of promises you’re 
not going to keep; the 
next morning as soon 
as you wake up you 
start breaking them. 
For men, we just call 
that a date.”
Generally, though, 

the most popular res-
olutions are to lose 
weight, get fit, eat 
right, stop smoking and 
manage money bet-
ter, even saving some. 
I tried one of those 
and never attempted 
another. Twenty years 

ago, my wife 
convinced me to fol-
low her in eating a 
healthier diet. I tried 
but all the evidence 
proves that while you 
won’t actually live lon-
ger, it would seem so. 
In fact, I have come 
to the time in my life 
when the resolution I 
should make is that 
I must try to remem-
ber why I’ve walked 
into a room. It ’s that 
bad, even worse than 
remembering names. 
Since Indranie always 
complains about my 
not buying or forget-
ting to get stuff from 
the supermarket de-
spite the list she sends 
me on WhatsApp, I 
figure that he idea for 
an appropriate resolu-
tion for me to try this 
year is to make a Vel-
cro wall but she doubts 
that I will stick to it.
Despite my poking 

fun at the New Year 
and choosing the 
worst possible predic-

tions, I am truly a ro-
mantic and visionary. I 
am convinced that we 
live in the best pos-
sible world and time. 
Even if we don’t, we 
have the capacity and 
power to make it so. 
All we need to do is 
believe in ourselves, 
try our best and nev-
er give up. I am not 
alone in this. Poet and 
pacifist, Edith Love-
joy Pierce, wrote, “We 
will open the book. Its 
pages are blank. We 
are going to put words 
on them ourselves. The 
book is called Oppor-
tunity and its first chap-
ter is New Year’s Day.” 
T.S. Eliot believed, “Ev-
ery moment is a fresh 
beginning.” I am con-
vinced that what the 
new year brings to us 
will depend largely on 
what we bring to the 
new year. While Frank 
Sinatra made it clear 
that “The best is yet to 
come” we should al-
ways take everything 

with more than a pinch 
of salty humour. Os-
car Wilde set the tone 
when he noted, “Good 
resolutions are sim-
ply cheques that men 
draw on a bank where 
they have no account.” 
In my case, I tell peo-
ple that many years 
ago I made a New 
Year’s resolution to 
never make new year’s 
resolutions. Since then, 
it is the only resolution 
I’ve ever kept.

*Tony Deyal was last 
seen saying Nostrada-
mus had predicted 
the world would end 
on July 4, 1999. The 
next day The Guard-
ian wrote, “If we are 
wrong, we shall print 
a prompt apology in 
Corrections and Clar-
ifications. (Should the 
end of the world have 
occurred by this morn-
ing, please read that 
as “would have print-
ed”.)



REGIONAL NEWS PAGE 14FRIDAY, 8 JANUARY, 2021

(Iwnsvg): The Public Service Union 
(PSU) on Thursday called on the gov-
ernment to institute a shift system for 
public servants to mitigate against 
COVID-19 “crippling the delivery of 
critical public services”.
The union, in a press statement on 

Thursday, noted that the Ministry of 
Health, Wellness and the Environment 
had announced that 28 adult nation-
als without recent travel history have 
tested positive for COVID-19.
This is evidence that the local threat 

from the coronavirus is continuing to 
grow at a worrying rate in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, the PSU said.
It said that many of the services 

provided at the Milton Cato Memori-
al Hospital have been modified due 
to concerns about the spread of the 
disease.

“A public declaration has been 
made that several senior health offi-
cials were advised to quarantine as 
a precautionary measure because 
they were in close contact with an 
individual who tested positive for the 
virus,” the PSU noted.
The union was referring to the an-

nouncement on Wednesday that Min-
ister of Health Jimmy Prince, his per-
manent secretary, Cuthbert Knights, 
and Chief Medical Officer Simone 
Keizer-Beache, as well as two mem-
bers of the administrative staff of 
the Ministry of Health, Wellness and 
the Environment have been advised, 
out of an abundance of caution, to 
quarantine for five days, ending Sat-
urday, Jan. 9.
The ministry said this advice is 

“based on contact tracing initiated 

during the evening of Tuesday Jan. 
5, after the receipt of a positive 
COVID-19 PCR result by a relative of 
a staff member of the ministry.
The PSU said it was fearful that 

the operations of the Public Service 
could be negatively affected if public 
servants were to contract COVID-19.  
“If one officer in a department or 

ministry were to test positive for the 
coronavirus, this can result in the 
shutdown of that unit or department, 
crippling the delivery of critical public 
services. 
“The Public Service Union is fearful 

that this situation will soon be mani-
fested and is appealing to the Minis-
ter of Public [Service] to address the 
issue of instituting a shift system in 
the Public Service to mitigate against 
such an eventuality.”

St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Public Service Union 
calls for shift system amidst local spread of COVID-19

(Barbados Today): 
Local sex industry ex-
pert Charles Lewis on 
Tuesday appealed to 
health authorit ies to 
work with the sex trade 
to mitigate the impact 
of commercial sex on 
the spread of the coro-

navirus.
Declaring that sex 

wil l always sel l regard-
less of whether there is 
a pandemic, recession, 
or any other global cri-
sis, Lewis said that the 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. cur-
few now in effect unti l 

January 14, has caused 
some upset among sex 
workers, as much as it 
has other businesses 
that operate at night.
Lewis, the founding 

leader of the Adult 
Industry Association, 
told Barbados TODAY: 
“Right now nobody is 
happy about the cur-
few and the sex indus-
try is also upset about 
this. But the people in 
the sex trade need to 
survive can be differ-
ent from people from 
other sectors.
“Those individuals on 

the street level, par-
ticularly those on Bay 
Street and Bush Hil l , it ’s 
a do-or-die situation.
“Whereas many peo-

ple may have alterna-
tives, many of these 
individuals don’t. They 
probably do, but they 

are not aware of the 
alternatives.”
He claimed that rising 

joblessness brought on 
by the pandemic has 
pushed more people to 
the sex trade for eco-
nomic survival.
The sex trade has 

become more com-
petit ive, prices have 
dropped for sexual ser-
vices and the demand 
has shrunk as custom-
ers are afraid to con-
tract the COVID-19 vi-
rus and take it home to 
their famil ies, he said.
Lewis said that there 

is no fixed decrease in 
prices for sex services, 
which is determined by 
negotiation between 
the sel ler and buyer. 
Nevertheless, he said 
due to the impact of 
COVID-19, sex workers 
are prepared to go far 

Barbados’ curfew ‘upsetting’ sex workers

Local sex industry expert Charles Lewis

cont’d on pg 15
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(Loopslu): The Carib-
bean Community (CAR-
ICOM) has condemned 
a mob attack on the US 
Capitol building in Wash-
ington DC, calling the 
event a ‘gross affront to 
democracy and the rule 
of law’.
In a statement on Thurs-

day, CARICOM Chair-
man and Prime Minister 
of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Dr Keith Rowley, said the 
Caribbean Community is 
saddened and concerned 
after Wednesday’s events: 
‘The Caribbean Commu-

nity (CARICOM) is deeply 
saddened and concerned 
at the unprecedented 
scenes that unfolded at 
the Capitol Building in 
Washington DC, USA, 
during the certification of 
the votes of the presiden-
tial elections by the US 
Congress.’
‘The storming of the US 

Congress was a gross 
affront to democracy 
and the rule of law in a 
country which has been 
viewed as a leading light 
of representative gover-

nance the world over.’
Dr Rowley said CAR-

ICOM ‘looks forward to 
the restoration of order 
and the continuation of 
the process of transfer of 
power in a peaceful man-
ner’.
Earlier on Thursday the 

US Embassy in Trinidad 
and Tobago condemned 
the ‘horrific events’ which 
took place and expressed 
confidence that the Unit-
ed Stated would bounce 

back.
‘We saw individuals 

abuse their first amend-
ment right to protest 
peacefully as afforded to 
them by our sacred U.S. 
Constitution, threatening 
to obstruct the certifica-
tion of electoral votes, 
while putting elected of-
ficials, federal employees, 
Capitol building staff, and 
law enforcement in harm’s 
way.’
The US Embassy said 

despite these events, US 
Congress and Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence have 
certified the electoral 
votes to confirm Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden and 
Vice President-elect Ka-
mala Harris as the next 
President and Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States. 
‘We know that our de-

mocracy has been test-
ed in the past, and it will 
be tested in the future.  
Nevertheless, we should 
not be defined by these 
moments.  Instead, we 
should be defined by how 
we bounce back.  As so 
many of our friends, allies, 
and colleagues around 
the world have expressed 
in the wake of this inci-
dent, America is better 
than what we witnessed 
yesterday.’
The Capitol in Washing-

ton DC came under siege 
Wednesday evening as ri-
oters, egged on by Trump, 
broke into the Capitol 
building and fought back 
against police. 
Four people were killed 

in the incident.

CARICOM condemns attack on US democracy

CARICOM Chairman and Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Dr. Keith Rowley

below the prices that 
they would normally 
charge, adding that it 
is currently a free-for-
all where customers 
are benefitt ing from 
the low prices.
He said his associa-

tion has written Prime 
Minister Mia Mottley 
and Minister of Health 
and Wellness Lt. Col. 
Jeffrey Bostic indicat-
ing the AIA’s readiness 
to join the fight to mit-
igate the impact of the 
activit ies of sex work-

ers on the spread of 
the virus.
He said the corre-

spondence was also 
copied to Chief Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Kenneth 
George and Chairman 
of Cabinet ’s COVID 19 
sub-Committee, Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs 
Senator Dr. Jerome 
Walcott.
He told Barbados TO-

DAY: “The Adult Indus-
try Association would 
be happy to offer the 
COVID-19 Monitoring 

Unit the benefit of our 
thorough knowledge 
and understanding of 
the sex trade to assist 
them in their efforts to 
mitigate the impact of 
commercial sex on the 
spread of the virus.
“There is an extrica-

ble l ink between the 
sex trade and tourism 
obviously, and it has 
been for years, and 
there wil l continue to 
be a l ink. Tourists are 
sti l l buying the services 
of sex workers and the 

Government has got to 
be mindful of this.
“And this is why I 

suggested that the 
Adult Industry Associ-
ation would be hap-
py to consult with the 
Ministry of Health. Be-
cause without having 
expert knowledge and 
understanding of the 
sex trade, you are not 
properly equipped to 
mitigate the impact of 
the sex trade on the 
spread of the COVID-19 
virus.”

cont’d from pg 14
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(Stabroeknews): The 
Maritime Administration 
Department (MARAD) 
Thursday said that the US 
Coast Guard (USCG) ves-
sel Stone will be in Guy-
ana’s waters on Saturday, 
January 9 on an exercise.
A MARAD notice in                                                                                                                                               

Stabroek News said that 
the naval exercise area 
is approximately six nau-
tical miles from Guyana’s 
coast and in the vicinity of 
the Demerara Main Ships’ 
Channel. As such, MARAD 
advised mariners to steer 
clear of the area.  
The Guyana Defence 

Force (GDF) said in a 
separate statement that 
its Coast Guard and 
the United States Coast 
Guard will, on Saturday, 
be engaged in the first of 
a series of joint exercises 
as part of the operation-
alization of the Shiprider 
Agreement ratified by the 
two countries in 2020.
This exercise will take 

place off the coast of 
Guyana and will focus 
mainly on illegal, unre-
ported and unregulated 
fishing. It will be conduct-
ed in collaboration with 
the U.S. Coast Guard Cut-
ter STONE vessel, which is 

currently in the region for 
a multi-country tour.
Last month, the USCG 

had said that the vessel 
had embarked from its 
base in Pascagoula, Mis-
sissippi on a multi-month 
deployment to the South 
Atlantic with countering 
illegal, unregulated, and 
unreported fishing, as part 
of its mission.
According to a USCG 

release, the brand new 
Legend-class national se-
curity cutter, one of the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s flag-
ships, will provide a pres-
ence and support na-
tional security objectives 
throughout the Atlantic 

under the umbrella of Op-
eration Southern Cross.
This is the service’s first 

patrol to South America 
in recent memory, and will 
engage regional partners, 
including Guyana, Brazil, 
Uruguay and Argentina.
In September, Guyana 

and the US signed a mar-
itime pact for joint patrols 
which will see personnel 
from the two countries 
being placed on each 
other’s vessels.
The Shiprider agreement 

is a reactivation and en-
dorsement of an agree-
ment already agreed to, 
many years ago but never 
entered into force.

In September, the Coast 
Guard released the Illegal, 
Unregulated, and Unre-
ported Fishing Strategic 
Outlook, which it says re-
affirms the agency’s com-
mitment to global maritime 
security, regional stability, 
and economic prosperity.
According to Vice Ad-

miral Steven Poulin, com-
mander of U.S. Coast 
Guard Atlantic Area, “The 
U.S. Coast Guard is com-
mitted to the protection 
of living marine resources. 
IUU fishing threatens the 
health of fish stocks and 
adversely impacts those 
who follow global norms 
and national laws. This is 
a global issue, and IUU 
is a problem too big for 
any one nation. Only by 
working together can we 
protect livelihoods, en-
sure ports remain eco-
nomically productive, and 
support and sustainable 
fisheries industry. Stone’s 
patrol demonstrates our 
commitment to the es-
tablished rules-based or-
der while addressing IUU 
fishing wherever a Coast 
Guard cutter is deployed.” 
– Vice Adm. Steven Poulin, 
commander of U.S. Coast 
Guard Atlantic Area.

US Coast Guard vessel set for 
exercises in Guyana’s waters

The Cutter Stone
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(BBC): The Tesla and 
SpaceX entrepreneur was 
pushed into the top slot 
after Tesla’s share price in-
creased on Thursday.
He takes the top spot 

from Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos, who had held it 
since 2017.
Mr Musk’s electric car 

company Tesla has surged 
in value this year, and hit 
a market value of $700bn 
(£516bn) for the first time 
on Wednesday.
That makes the car com-

pany worth more than Toy-
ota, Volkswagen, Hyundai, 
GM and Ford combined.
Mr Musk reacted to the 

news in signature style, 
replying to a Twitter user 
sharing the news with the 
remark “how strange”.
An older tweet pinned 

to the top of his feed of-
fered further insight into 
his thoughts on personal 
wealth.
“About half my money is 

intended to help problems 
on Earth, and half to help 
establish a self-sustaining 
city on Mars to ensure 
continuation of life (of all 
species) in case Earth gets 
hit by a meteor like the di-
nosaurs or WW3 happens 
and we destroy ourselves,” 

it reads.
The tycoon’s fortunes 

have been buoyed by pol-
itics in the US, where the 
Democrats will have con-
trol of the US Senate in the 
forthcoming session.
Daniel Ives, an analyst 

with Wedbush Securities 
wrote: “A Blue Senate is 
very bullish and a poten-
tial ‘game changer’ for Tes-
la and the overall electric 
vehicle sector, with a more 
green-driven agenda now 
certainly in the cards for 
the next few years.”
Expected electric vehicle 

tax credits would benefit 
Tesla, “which continues to 
have an iron grip on the 
market today”, he added.

Mr Bezos has also seen 
his fortunes rise over the 
past year. The coronavi-
rus pandemic has meant 
Amazon benefited from 
stronger demand for both 
its online store and cloud 
computing services.
However, he gave a 

4% stake in the business 
to his ex-wife MacKenzie 
Scott after they split, which 
helped Mr Musk overtake 
him.
In addition, the threat of 

regulation has meant Ama-
zon’s stock has not risen as 
high as it might otherwise 
have done.
The owner of a business 

which has only just made 
its first annual profit and is 

still a minnow compared to 
the likes of Toyota - or Am-
azon - is now the world’s 
richest person.
It is the fact that Tesla’s 

share price has increased 
more than seven-fold in 
the past year that has sent 
Elon Musk’s fortune rocket-
ing past that of Jeff Bezos.
To believe the electric 

car-maker’s worth could 
rise so rapidly in just 12 
months is the ultimate ex-
ample of irrational exuber-
ance.
It means that Musk will 

have to show within the 
next five years that Tes-
la can make more profits 
than just about the whole 
of the rest of the motor in-
dustry combined to justify 
the valuation.
Mind you, his many fans 

will point out that the some-
what eccentric tycoon has 
constantly confounded the 
sceptics who bet that he 
would go bust.
And of course 20 years 

ago another tech visionary 
was staring disaster in the 
face when the dot com 
bubble burst and big prof-
its seemed a distant dream 
- but Jeff Bezos went on 
to make those who bet on 
Amazon very rich indeed.

Elon Musk becomes world’s richest 
person as wealth tops $185bn

Elon Musk has become the world’s richest person, as his net worth 
crossed $185bn (£136bn).
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(CNN): The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) has called on 
European countries to intensify 
coronavirus measures as the re-
gion deals with a new variant 
that was first detected in the 
UK.
WHO Europe director Hans 

Kluge said Thursday that further 
measures were needed to “flat-
ten the steep vertical l ine” of 
rising cases in some countries.
While the variant appears to 

spread more easi ly than others, 

there’s no evidence that it ’s any 
more deadly or causes more 
severe disease.
Health officials have also 

downplayed the possibi l i ty that 
coronavirus vaccines won’t work 
against the variant.
But in the UK, health workers 

are struggling with a steep rise 
in cases and deaths. The coun-
try recorded a total of 1,041 
further deaths on Wednesday, 
as well as 62,322 new cases.
The crisis is particularly acute 

in London. On Thursday may-
or Sadiq Khan said the capital 
was at risk of running out of 
hospital beds in the next few 
days.
“This virus is out of control ,” 

Khan told LBC radio. “The [Na-
tional Health Service] is on the 
cusp of being overwhelmed. 
There has been no time during 
this pandemic where I’ve been 
more concerned than I am to-
day.”
Kluge, speaking during a news 

briefing Thursday, said the UK 
variant has now been detected 
in 22 countries across the WHO 
European region.
“It is our assessment that this 

variant of concern may, over 
time, replace other circulating 
l ineages as seen in the United 
Kingdom, and increasingly in 
Denmark,” Kluge said.
“With increased transmissibi l i-

ty and similar disease severity, 
the variant does, however, raise 
alarm: without increased control 
to slow its spread, there wil l be 
an increased impact on already 
stressed and pressurized health 
faci l i t ies.”
“This is an alarming situation, 

which means that for a short 
period of time we need to do 
more than we have done and 
to intensify the public health 
and social measures to be cer-
tain we can flatten the steep 
vertical l ine in some countries,” 
Kluge added.
Kluge then urged countries “to 

mitigate this burden by doing 
all they can to reduce transmis-
sion and increase vigi lance to 
identify any new variants.”
A number of European nations 

are currently under lockdown 
or have imposed strict Covid-19 
measures, including Britain, It-
aly, Germany Switzerland and 
Greece.

WHO calls for more intensified measures 
to fight UK coronavirus variant

WHO Europe director Hans Kluge
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SEOUL, South Ko-
rea (AP): North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un ad-
mitted that his economic 
development plans have 
failed as he opened the 
nation’s first full ruling 
party congress in five 
years, state media re-
ported Wednesday.
In an opening speech 

at the congress that be-
gan Tuesday, Kim said 
that “almost all sectors 
fell a long way short of 
the set objectives” under 
a previous five-year de-
velopment plan estab-
lished at the 2016 con-
gress, according to the 
North’s official Korean 
Central News Agency.
“We should further 

promote and expand 
the victories and suc-
cesses we have gained 
at the cost of sweat and 
blood, and prevent the 
painful lessons from be-
ing repeated,” he was 
quoted as saying.
The Workers’ Party 

Congress, one of the 
North’s biggest propa-
ganda spectacles, is 
meant to help Kim show 
a worried nation that 
he’s firmly in control and 
to boost unity behind his 
leadership in the face 
of COVID-19 and other 
growing economic chal-
lenges.
Kim, 36, is holding the 

congress, which is ex-
pected to last a few 
days, amid what may be 
the toughest challenge 
of his nine-year rule and 
what he has called “mul-
tiple crises.”
Authoritarian North 

Korea is one of the poor-
est countries in Asia, and 
the already besieged 
economy is being ham-
mered by pandemic-re-
lated border closings 
with China, the North’s 
major economic lifeline, 
the fallout from a series 
of natural disasters last 
summer and persistent 
U.S.-led sanctions over 
the nuclear program.
U.S. President-elect 

Joe Biden, who takes 
office later in January, 
will likely maintain the 
sanctions and avoid any 
direct meeting with Kim 
until North Korea takes 
significant steps toward 
denuclearization.
The congress met in 

Pyongyang to determine 
“a fresh line of struggle 
and strategic and tacti-
cal policies,” with thou-
sands of delegates and 
observers in attendance, 
KCNA reported.
In his speech, Kim de-

scribed the present diffi-
culties facing his govern-

ment as “the worst-ever” 
and “unprecedented,” 
according to KCNA.
Kim called for a new 

five-year plan and re-
viewed the present sta-
tus of North Korea’s 
metal, chemical, electric 
and other key indus-
tries and set unspecified 
tasks for future develop-
ment, KCNA said.
It ’s not the first time 

for Kim has been candid 
about flawed systems 
and policies. Last Au-
gust, he acknowledged 
economic “shortcom-
ings” caused by “unex-
pected and inevitable 
challenges.” Also last 
year he said that North 
Korea lacks modern 
medical facilities and 
that anti-disaster condi-
tions in coastal areas is 
“poor.”
Few experts doubt 

Kim’s grip on power. But 
a prolonged corona-
virus-related lockdown 
may be further desta-
bilizing food and for-

eign exchange markets 
and aggravating liveli-
hoods in North Korea. 
That could possibly less-
en Kim’s authority, some 
observers say.
Leif-Eric Easley, a pro-

fessor at Ewha Univer-
sity in Seoul, said that 
“the fundamental prob-
lem” is that “Kim wants 
regime-sustaining eco-
nomic growth while re-
taining nuclear weap-
ons.”
“Pyongyang is thus 

likely to demand sanc-
tions relief for merely 
reducing tensions rath-
er than making progress 
on denuclearization,” he 
said.
U.S.-led sanctions 

toughened after Kim’s 
unusually aggressive run 
of nuclear and missile 
tests in 2016 and 2017. 
They maintain a ban on 
major export items such 
as coal, textiles and 
seafood. Nevertheless, 
Kim has still repeatedly 
pushed for an expansion 
of his nuclear arsenal to 
cope with what he calls 
U.S. hostility.
Kim entered talks with 

President Donald Trump 
in 2018, but their diplo-
macy has been dead-
locked for about two 
years because of wran-
gling over the sanctions.
The pandemic and ty-

phoons and flooding 
last summer — which de-
stroyed houses, farming 
land and other infra-
structure across North 
Korea — have further 
hurt the North’s econo-
my.

Kim opens North Korean congress by 
admitting policy failures

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
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(Reuters): Mexico’s pres-
ident on Thursday blasted 
social media companies for 
blocking the accounts of 
President Donald Trump for 
his part in chaotic scenes in 
Washington on Wednesday, 
again appearing to cleave 
to his U.S. counterpart in a 
contentious dispute.
Four people died during 

the havoc that erupted af-
ter pro-Trump protesters 
stormed the U.S. Capitol in 
a bid to force Congress to 
block the appointment of 
President-elect Joe Biden, 
whose Nov. 3 election victory 
Trump has cast as fraudulent.
Many U.S. allies con-

demned the events at the 
Capitol, which Biden said 
bordered on “sedition.”
However, Mexican Presi-

dent Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador was reluctant to 
comment on what occurred 
at the Capitol, reiterating a 
position that his government 
does not meddle in the af-
fairs of other nations.
Twitter Inc, Facebook Inc 

and Snap Inc temporarily 
blocked Trump’s accounts as 
they scrambled to contain 
his baseless claims about the 
presidential election amid the 
riots.
That decision, said Lopez 

Obrador, was not accept-
able.
“I don’t like censorship,” he 

told a news conference. “I 
don’t like anyone to be cen-
sored and for them to have 
their right taken away to 
send a message on Twitter 
or on Facebook.”
Lopez Obrador, who wait-

ed weeks to congratulate 
Biden on his election victo-
ry, arguing that disputes over 
the process needed to be 
resolved first, did not men-
tion Trump by name. But he 
brought up the social media 
intervention without prompt-
ing.
By then some critics of 

the Mexican president were 
complaining on social media 
that he had not been force-
ful enough in rejecting the 
storming of the Capitol.
“We’re not going to inter-

vene in these matters, which 
are up to the Americans to 
resolve, to deal with. That’s 
our policy, that’s what I can 
say,” Lopez Obrador said 
earlier in the news briefing 
when asked to comment on 
what happened in Congress.
His government was less 

hesitant to raise concerns 
about events abroad in 2019 
when it called the ousting of 
Bolivia’s leader Evo Morales 
a coup and gave him politi-

cal asylum.
Lopez Obrador this week 

offered asylum to WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange on 
the day a British court reject-
ed a bid by the United States 
to secure his extradition for 
alleged offenses committed 
during the Obama admin-
istration, when Biden was 
vice-president. That offer up-
set some Biden supporters.
A combative leftist, Lopez 

Obrador in 2006 led massive 
protests in Mexico claiming 
he had been robbed of the 
presidency. He again cried 
foul when he was defeated 
in 2012, and finally won office 
by a landslide six years later.

Mexico president slams social media 
‘censorship’ after chaos in U.S. Capitol

Mexico’s President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador
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Anthony Zurcher BBC 
senior North America 
reporter
This is how the Trump 

presidency ends. Not with 
a whimper, but with a 
bang.
For weeks, Donald 

Trump had been pointing 
to 6 January as a day of 
reckoning. It was when 
he told his supporters to 
come to Washington DC, 
and challenge Congress - 
and Vice-President Mike 
Pence - to discard the re-
sults of November’s elec-
tion and keep the presi-
dency in his hands.
On Wednesday morn-

ing, the president and his 
warm-up speakers set the 
whirlwind in motion.
Rudy Giuliani, the pres-

ident’s personal lawyer, 
said the election dis-
putes should be resolved 
through “trial by combat”.
Donald Trump Jr, the 

president’s oldest son, had 
a message to members of 
his party who would not 
“fight” for their president.
“This isn’t their Repub-

lican Party anymore,” 
he said. “This is Donald 
Trump’s Republican Party.”
Then the president 

himself encouraged the 
growing crowd, which 
had chanted “stop the 
steal” and “bullshit” at the 
president’s prompting, to 
march the two miles from 
the White House to the 
Capitol.
“We will never give up. 

We will never concede,” 

the president said. “Our 
country has had enough. 
We will not take it any-
more.”
As the president was 

concluding his remarks, 
a different kind of dra-
ma was playing out with-
in the Capitol itself, as a 
joint session of Congress 
prepared to tabulate the 
state-by-state results of 
the election.
First, Pence - disregard-

ing the president’s urging 
to throw out the results 
from contested states - 
released a statement that 
he did not have such 
powers and his role was 
“largely ceremonial”.
Then Republicans issued 

their first challenge, to Ari-
zona votes, and the House 

and Senate began their 
separate deliberations on 
whether to accept Joe 
Biden’s victory there.
The House proceedings 

were raucous, with both 
sides cheering as their 
speakers made their re-
marks.
“The oath that I took 

this past Sunday to de-
fend and support the 
Constitution makes it nec-
essary for me to object to 
this travesty,” said newly 
elected Congresswoman 
Lauren Boebert, who had 
recently made headlines 
for insisting that she would 
carry a handgun with her 
in Congress. “I will not al-
low the people to be ig-
nored.”
In the Senate, the de-

Capitol riot: What does a deadly day 
mean for Trump’s legacy?

U.S. President Donald Trump

cont’d on pg 22
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bate was taking on a 
different tone. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, dressed in the 
kind of dark suit and tie 
that befits a funeral, was 
coming to bury Donald 
Trump, not praise him.
“If this election were 

overturned by mere al-
legations from the losing 
side, our democracy would 
enter a death spiral,” Mc-
Connell said. “We’d never 
see the whole nation ac-
cept an election again. 
Every four years would be 
a scramble for power at 
any cost.”
The Kentucky senator, 

who will become the Sen-
ate minority leader as a 
result of his party’s two 
recent defeats in Geor-
gia, said that the cham-
ber was designed to “stop 
short-term passions from 
boiling over and melting 
the foundations of our re-
public”.
His words were practi-

cally still hanging in the 
air when the passions 
outside the Capitol boiled 
over, and the Trump sup-
porters, perhaps inspired 
by the earlier speech-
es, stormed the building. 
They swamped the insuffi-
cient security in place and 
brought the proceedings 
to a grinding halt, as law-
makers, staff and media 
rushed to find shelter from 
the rioters.
The drama unfolded in 

fits and starts. Television 
cameras broadcast imag-
es of protesters dancing 
and waving flags on the 
steps of the Capitol. Pho-
tos and snippets popped 
up on social media of ri-
oters inside the building, 
attempting to break into 
the legislative chambers 

and posing in the offic-
es of elected legislators; 
of security officers, guns 
drawn in the House of 
Representatives, behind 
barricaded doors.
In Wilmington, Delaware, 

President-elect Joe Biden 
scrapped a planned 
speech on the economy 
and condemned what he 
called an “insurrection” in 
Washington.
“At this hour our democ-

racy is under unprecedent-
ed assault unlike anything 
we’ve seen in modern 
times,” he said. “An as-
sault on the citadel of 
liberty, the Capitol itself.” 
He concluded his short re-
marks with a challenge to 
Trump: to go on national 
television to condemn the 
violence and “demand an 
end to this siege”.
Minutes later, Trump 

would offer his message to 
the nation - but it was not 
the one Biden suggested.
Instead, sandwiched 

between his now famil-
iar complaints about the 
election being “stolen”, he 
told his supporters “to go 
home, we love you, you’re 
very special”.
It was the kind of kid 

gloves way the president 
has routinely responded 
to transgressions from his 
supporters - whether it 
was their violent treatment 
of protesters at his rallies, 
the “very fine people on 
both sides” statement af-
ter the clashes at a white 
supremacist rally in Char-
lottesville or his “stand 
back and stand by” mes-
sage to the far-right Proud 
Boys group during the first 
debate with Biden.
Trump’s tweet, and two 

subsequent ones which 
also praised his support-

ers, were flagged and 
then removed by Twitter, 
which took the unprece-
dented step of locking the 
president’s account for 12 
hours. Facebook followed 
suit, banning Trump for a 
full day.
For the first time in his 

presidency, for the first 
time in his long, intimate 
relationship with social 
media, Donald Trump had 
been silenced.
If this is the “at long last, 

have you left no sense 
of decency” moment for 
Donald Trump, it arrives 
as they’re cleaning up 
blood and broken glass in 
the US Capitol.
As the afternoon 

stretched into the evening, 
and police finally secured 
the US Capitol, a growing 
chorus of voices - from 
the left and right - con-
demned the violence. It 
was not surprising that 
Democrats, like soon-to-
be Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer, laid 
the riots at the feet of the 
president.
“January 6 will go down 

as one of the darkest 
days in American history,” 
he said. “A final warning 
to our nation of the con-
sequences of the dema-
gogic president, the peo-
ple who enable him, the 
captive media that parrot 
his lies and the people 
who follow him as he at-
tempts to push America to 
the brink of ruin.”
More noteworthy, how-

ever, were the Republi-
cans who followed suit.
“We just had a violent 

mob assault the Capitol 
in an attempt to prevent 
those from carrying out 
our Constitutional duty,” 
tweeted Congresswoman 

Lynne Cheney, a frequent 
Republican critic of the 
president’s. “There is no 
question that the presi-
dent formed the mob, the 
president incited the mob, 
the president addressed 
the mob.”
The condemnations 

were not limited to Trump’s 
reliable intraparty crit-
ics, however. Senator Tom 
Cotton of Arkansas, who 
frequently sides with the 
president, also spoke out.
“It’s past time for the 

president to accept the 
results of the election, quit 
misleading the American 
people, and repudiate 
mob violence,” he said.
First Lady Melania 

Trump’s Chief of Staff 
Stephanie Grisham and 
Deputy White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Matthews 
both resigned in protest, 
and there are reports that 
more administration offi-
cials will head for the exits 
in the next 24 hours.
CBS has reported that 

Trump administration 
Cabinet officials are dis-
cussing the 25th amend-
ment to the US constitu-
tion, which outlines how 
the vice-president and a 
majority of the Cabinet 
can temporarily remove a 
president from office.
Whether Pence and the 

Cabinet act or not, Trump’s 
presidency will be over in 
just two weeks. At that 
point, Republican Party 
leaders will have to grap-
ple with a future where 
it has lost control of the 
Congress and the White 
House and has a former 
president whose reputa-
tion is badly tarnished but 
who still has strong sway 
over a sizeable segment 
of the party’s base.

cont’d from pg 21
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QUICK CROSSWORD

Garfield

Quick crossword  no 15,679

Across
5 Praiseworthy (11)
7 Increase suddenly and signi�cantly (4)
8 Turncoat (8)
9 Absent (7)
11 Veracity (5)
13 Rigid part of a bicycle (5)
14 Author of The Jungle Book (7)
16 News report (8)
17 Animal with kids? (4)
18 Utter obscenities (informal) (3,3,5)

Down
1 Light two-wheeled carriage (4)
2 Looking �xedly (7)
3 Inebriated (5)
4 Bad comic verse (8)
5 Montmartre nightspot (6,5)
6 Area of Czechoslovakia ceded to Germany by 
    the Munich Agreement, 1938 (11)
10 Make less complex (8)
12 Mock title for a self-important man (3,4)
15 Unit of weight (5)
17 Walking or running speed (4)

1 2 3 4

5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12

13 14

15

16 17

18

Dilbert

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and 
logic.

How to play

DAILY COMICS SUDOKU

Cathy
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LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

GEMINI | May 21-June 20

SCORPIO Oct. | 23-Nov. 21

SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

CAPRICORN | Dec. 22-Jan. 19

AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

Relying on your analytical skills for 
business and financial decisions is 
smart, but why use them when you’re 
contemplating your next romantic 
move? Logic doesn’t apply to human 
emotions.

Relying on your analytical skills for 
business and financial decisions is 
smart, but why use them when you’re 
contemplating your next romantic 
move? Logic doesn’t apply to human 
emotions.

Things are turning around in your life. 
Change might take you in an unexpected 
direction. That person you thought didn’t 
know you were alive suddenly is super 
chatty. That bill you were dreading arrives, 
and it’s not nearly as bad as you thought.

Be extremely careful about the peo-
ple you share your secrets with to-
day. Make sure they can handle the 
responsibility. Even one of your most 
trusted friends might not be able to 
resist passing on some juicy news.

Everything is falling nicely into place, and 
you couldn’t be having a lovelier day. All 
the harmony you’re experiencing in your 
life right now is due mostly to the fact that 
you and all your friends or co-workers are 
focusing on the creative side of things.

Right now, it’s easier than ever for you 
to find a fresh way of seeing those 
you love (or care strongly about). It all 
starts with research. Listen to the peo-
ple you care about and pay attention 
to what they say they need.

If you’ve been trying to get to know 
someone better, you need to cover 
all the details about them today. Take 
special note of what they’re wearing, 
what their body language says, and 
even the music they’re listening to.

Relying on your analytical skills for busi-
ness and financial decisions is smart, 
but why use them when you’re contem-
plating your next romantic move? Logic 
doesn’t apply to human emotions. Emo-
tions apply to human emotions.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

CANCER | June 21-July 22

LEO | July 23-Aug. 22

You could be drawn to people and 
ideas that appeal to your analytical 
side today. Right now, you’re much 
more interested in logic than emotion. 
Today is the beginning of a shift in 
your perception.

When you see a chance to get ahead 
in life today (and you can bet you 
will), you have to take it. No matter 
how inconvenient it is. No matter how 
stuffed your schedule already is. No 
matter how tired you are.

LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

There is probably going to be a lot 
of activity around you today, but you 
won’t be directly involved in any of 
it. This might strike you as bad news 
because you’ve been itching to get 
into the game more.

VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

There is a greater clarity in your 
life today. It ’s almost as if a light 
has suddenly been turned on and 
things finally make sense. The rea-
son for this could be a new per-
son in your life.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag
Tell us what’s happening in your community.

COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIP NOMINATIONS
The Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the United King-
dom is inviting nominations from Antigua and Barbuda for Com-
monwealth Master’s Scholarships tenable from 2021.
Closing date for nominations is 1st March, 2021.
Deadline for submission of applications to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Sports and Creative Industries is 19th February, 2021.
Full details of the scholarships are included in the 2021 terms and 
conditions, available at: cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships

CHSS DARE TO D.E.A.R. BOOK DRIVE 2020
Clare Hall Secondary School is inviting past Clarehalites, enter-
tainers, radio personalities and the general public to  participate 
in its DARE to D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read) Book Drive 
2020. Send us a video recording about your favourite book and 
donate a copy or multiple copies of that book to our school library. 
Give us  a call at 462-3487 or mail us at admin@chss.edu.ag.  
The book drive culminates in December 2020.  We DARE you to 
D.E.A.R  with us and help us promote literacy amongst our stu-
dents.

QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT
The Quality Assurance Unit, Ministry of Tourism will be suspend-
ing operations from December 15, 2020 to January 15, 2021.  All 
property owners are asked to take note as no inspections and 
covid-19 certifications will be executed during this period. For 
more information contact the department t 468-4061/4003.

EARLT CLOSURE 
The general public is advised that the headquarters of the Minis-
try of Education, Sports and Creative Industries, Government Of-
fice Complex, will close at 11am on Wednesday, 23rd December, 
2020. This is to facilitate a staff function. Normal office hours will 
resume on Thursday 24th  December, 2020. Any inconvenience 
caused is regretted.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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The Los Angeles lakers 
are focused early in the 
2020-21 NBA season on 
defending their title as NBA 
champions. However, with 
President elect Joe Biden 
set to take office in a matter 
of weeks, the team could 
resume a storied tradition 
in sports.  
After defeating the Miami 

Heat to win the NBA 
Finals just months ago, 
the Lakers are reportedly 
eyeing a return trip to the 
White House for the first 
time in years. No NBA 

team has visited the White 
House since the Trump 
administration took over in 
January 2017. 
With Biden set to be 

sworn in on Inauguration 
Day on 20th January, the 
tradition of the champions 
visiting the iconic building 
could soon resume. 
According to Yahoo Sports’ 
Chris Haynes, both Los 
Angeles Lakers players 
and management are 
hoping for the opportunity 
to visit the White House 
this year. However, the 

team recognizes plenty of 
factors that could make 
resuming the tradition 
rather complicated. 
Not only is the COVID-19 

pandemic ongoing, but the 
Lakers do not know when 
they will be in Washington 
D.C. again. They are set 
to face the Washington 
Wizards in the second half 
of the season, but the NBA 
will not release that portion 
of the schedule for at least 
another month. 
The last time an NBA 

team visited the White 

House came in 2016, when 
LeBron James and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers visited 
President Barack Obama in 
November 2016.   
Following the 2016 

election of President 
Trump, both Cleveland and 
Golden State Warriors said 
they would not visit the 
White House. A few months 
later, after being sworn in 
President Trump announced 
the Warriors would not 
be invited to come to the 
White House.

Lakers to visit White House 
under president elect Joe Biden
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Former India captain 
Sourav Ganguly has 
been discharged 
from hospital after 
having a heart attack 
on Saturday. 
The 48-year-old 

president of the 
Board of Control 
for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) developed 
chest pains whi le 
exercis ing at his 
home gym and had 
surgery in Kolata last 
weekend. 
Ganguly had 

an angioplasty, a 
procedure to unblock 
a coronary artery. 
He told fans wait ing 
outside the hospital 
he was grateful to 

the doctors for the 
outstanding treatment 
he received.
“I am absolutely 

f ine. Hopeful ly I wi l l 
be ready to f ly soon,” 
Ganguly noted. 
The former left-

handed batsman 
played 113 Tests 
and 311 one-day 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s , 
captaining India in 
the longest format 
of the game 49 t imes 
between 2000 and 
2005.  Ganguly scored 
7,212 Test runs and 
secured 16 centuries, 
before taking over 
as president of the 
Indian cricket board 
in October 2019.

Former India cricket captain 
discharged from Hospital

United States football 
international and two-
time World Cup winner, 
Alex Morgan, said on 
Tuesday she and her 
family tested posit ive 
for COVID-19 over the 
Christmas holiday and 
are all recovering well . 
Morgan, who is 

married to former major 
League Soccer player 
Servando Carrasco 
and gave birth to her 
first chi ld last May, 
returned to the United 
States last month after 
a five-game spell with 
Tottenham Hotspur in 
the Women’s Super 

League. 
“After our self-

isolation is completed, 
I wil l fol low the US 
Soccer ’s return to play 
guidelines to ensure my 
body is ful ly recovered 
and I can join my 
teammates back on the 
field,” Morgan said. 
The 31-year-old 

Morgan joined Spurs 
from Orlando Pride in 
a bid to regain match 
fitness fol lowing the 
birth of her first chi ld 
after the COVID-19 
pandemic truncated 
the National Women’s 
Soccer league.

USA football star recovering from COVID-19

Former India captain Sourav Ganguly

United States football international and two time World Cup winner 
Alex Morgan tested positive for COVID-19 over the holidays



FRIDAY 8 JANUARY 2021  |    WWW.POINTVILLE.AGPAGE 28

Editor: Everton Barnes, Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua 1(268) 562-4989 
Editorials: editor@pointville.ag, Advertising: sales@pointville.ag, Reporting: news@pointville.ag 

West Indies all-rounder 
Romario Shepherd 
has tested positive for 
COVID-19.  
Nation Sports has 

been reliably informed 
that the Guyanese right 
arm medium pacer 
who tested positive for 
the coronavirus will be 

replaced for 
the One-Day 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

squad traveling to 
Bangladesh later this 
month by Barbadian fast 
bowler Keon Harding. 
The 24-year-old has 

been added to the 15-man 
squad, while 26-year-old 
Shepherd is now in self-

isolation, ruling him out of 
the tour. 
While top officials at 

Cricket West Indies (CWI) 
remain tight-lipped, a 
number of sources have 
confirmed the latest 
development.

West Indies all-rounder 
tests positive for COVID-19

West Indies all-rounder Romario Shepherd West Indies fast bowler Keon Harding


