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The season of Christ-
mas is a time for cel-
ebrating the birth of 
our risen and ascend-
ed Lord, Jesus Christ. 
While there are those 
who may argue that 
the date is misplaced, 
there are few who 
would doubt the im-
portance of the yule-
tide season in Western 
thought. More than just 
a season of celebra-
tion, it also presents an 
opportunity for reflec-
tion and planning. It is 
also a season to give 
thanks!
Readers of Point-

eXpress would have 
read, ad nauseum, ar-
ticles that speak about 
the extraordinary year 
2020 has turned out to 
be, for all of the wrong 
reasons. Within the 
dreary shadows of the 
dark clouds of this year, 
there were many suc-
cess stories that can be 
highlighted. Comforting 
has been the number 
of nationals and res-
idents who have used 
the challenges present-
ed by the COVID-19 
pandemic to awaken 
their latent entrepre-
neurial spirit. It reminds 
of the age old adage 
that one should never 
allow a good crisis to 
go to waste. If necessi-
ty is the mother of in-
vention, then it must be 
true that entrepreneur-
ship is born from that 
inherent spirit of not 
wanting to lose, but to 
conquer. And conquer 
we did, as a nation!
We have heard the 

oft repeated calls for 
the government to an-

nounce an economic 
stimulus injection, simi-
lar to what some gov-
ernments in the OECS 
and the wider CAR-
ICOM region have im-
plemented in their coun-
tries. The question has 
to be asked, though, 
to what does one refer 
when one speaks about 
economic stimulus? Is 
it simply offering cash 
to persons who may 
be in need? The Gas-
ton Browne-led admin-
istration has succinct-
ly made the argument 
that such a move could 
have had a deleteri-
ous effect on the kind 
of entrepreneurial spir-
it that came out during 
the course of the pan-
demic. Moreover, one 
has to remember that 
government resourc-
es are not infinite and 
such a move cannot be 
sustained ad infinitum. 
Nevertheless, there 

are some things that 
the government has 
done that we believe 
ought to be highlighted, 
not the least of which is 
to ensure that all pub-
lic servants received 
their full salary, and on 
time, during the months 
of the total lockdown. 
We do not believe that 
most persons in Anti-
gua and Barbuda un-
derstand the enormity 
of that feat. To put it 
in perspective, this is 
what happened: when 
government revenues 
were down by as much 
as 80%, the government 
paid all public servants 
their full salaries on 
time, even while they 
were at home not work-

ing. That singular move 
ensured that the econ-
omy remained alive, 
even at reduced levels. 
For that, we ought to 
give thanks! 
Additionally, we tend 

to forget that there are 
other social safety nets 
in place that ensured 
the shock from the 
pandemic was much 
less severe. For exam-
ple, subsidized uti l ity 
bil ls and food vouch-
ers for the elderly, dis-
counts for paying uti l ity 
bil ls early for the gen-
eral population, school 
uniform grants, school 
meals, the pandemic 
barrel, duty free con-
cessions on the pur-
chase of toiletries and 
disinfectants, addition-
al payments to medi-
cal professionals at the 
forefront of the pan-
demic response. For all 
these things, we ought 
to give thanks!
We should also give 

thanks to the people 
of Antigua and Bar-
buda who despite the 
inconveniences and dif-
ficulties have largely 
adhered to the health 
protocols that have 
been enforced since 
the end of March this 
year in light of the 
pandemic. It has been 
a remarkable achieve-
ment and a show of im-
mense discipline by our 
people. Because of this, 
Antigua and Barbuda 
has done a relatively 
good job in keeping the 
number of active cases 
in single digits most of 
the time.
We should also give 

thanks that a stable of 

the Antigua and Bar-
buda and indeed the 
regional skies – LIAT – 
has returned to its in-
ter-island connectivity 
role albeit with a limited 
commercial schedule. 
The airl ine was saved 
from certain death by 
the government and 
people of Antigua and 
Barbuda and now the 
island is re-establishing 
itself as truly, the Ca-
ribbean Airl ine.
There were some hic-

cups along the way 
when two countries im-
posed artif icial barri-
ers to the airl ine’s re-
turn to their territories, 
but even those have 
been surmounted. LIAT 
is indeed rising like a 
phoenix from the ash-
es of despair and un-
der-capitalisation and 
mismanagement. 
The people of An-

tigua and Barbuda 
should give themselves 
a collective ‘pat on the 
back’ for the under-
standing displayed with 
the cancelation of Car-
nival, l imited use of the 
beaches and no LIVE 
shows and how through 
all of this have come 
creativity and ingenui-
ty that deserve notice 
and commendation. 
Well done!
But much more than 

being proud, we at 
PointeXpress implore 
you that when you sit 
at the dinner table this 
Christmas to cut into 
that delicious meal, that 
mouth-watering ham or 
turkey,  to  give thanks 
for the gift of l ife, for 
mercies large and small . 
GIVE THANKS! 

GIVE THANKS
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Greetings my esteemed members 
of the Royal Police Force of Anti-
gua and Barbuda.
In Luke’s Gospel, the angel said 

unto the shepherds, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the peo-
ple. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord.”
As we meditate on this Bible pas-

sage and celebrate the season of 
Christ’s birth, it is an opportunity 
to reflect on 2020 and focus our 
attention on 2021.
I recall around this time last year, 

that I addressed you in person at 
our annual end of year event.  My 
message to you was entitled, “The 
Next Chapter”. Prophetic one may 
say, but the truth is COVID-19 has 
written a new chapter in the history 
of our lives. This year, my theme is 
“Adapting to Change”.
It has been said, “Any change, 

even a change for the better is al-
ways accompanied by discomfort.”
As we continue to adjust to a new 

way of living and working I urge 
you to adapt to the new processes, 
bearing in mind that change brings 
opportunities and must be readi-
ly accepted, especially as it affects 
our daily lives and livelihood. 
As Albert Einstein stated, “The 

measure of intelligence is the ability 
to change.”
Over the past nine months, the 

COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
many disruptions in our way of life 
both our private and professional 
lives. The government of Antigua 
and Barbuda declared a State of 
Emergency which caused us to ad-
just to new measures and adapt 
different approaches. 
Not only are we expected to en-

sure the safety and security of this 
nation, but are now called upon to 
enforce the health regulations and 
protocols. We have all recognised 
that we cannot change the present 
situation but we can change our 
attitudes towards it.
It is challenging and demands 

longer hours. It also exposes us 
to risks of contracting this deadly 
virus. Unfortunately, we were not 
spared its impacts, as two mem-
bers became infected, while several 
others were quarantined as a pre-
cautionary measure. I am thankful 
that they have all fully recovered 
and are providing great service to 
our nation. 
As I review the force’s successes 

for 2020, there is much to be thank-
ful for. Although the pandemic af-
fected us, we kept true to our man-
date. In many instances we were 
asked to go above and beyond to 
provide a safe environment for our 
health care workers and by exten-
sion the residents and citizens of 
Antigua and Barbuda.
In spite of the additional bur-

dens placed on our limited human 
resources and our present poor 
working conditions, you the men 
and women of this noble organiza-
tion stood up bravely and proudly 
and served well. I applaud you for 
your commitment and loyalty. 
This pandemic has forced us to 

be creative and it has given us the 
opportunity as an organization to 
capitalise on training and devel-
opment of our officers. We entered 
2020 with several goals and ob-
jectives to significantly improve the 
general skills-set and capabilities of 
officers within the police force. I am 
happy to report that several lead-

ership and development training 
courses were concluded and over 
three hundred (300) participants 
benefited from the training at the 
Sir Wright F George Police Training 
Academy. 
Additionally, we participated in 

several training courses and we-
binars through CARICOM IMPACS 
CBSI system and other online plat-
forms. The contributions of these 
training programmes have improved 
our performance and efficiency.
In the midst of the disruptions 

of 2020, the police force has re-
mained committed to our mandate 
and each member has made their 
contribution in a different way. Our 
efforts have reduced the crime lev-
el and we have maintained a sta-
ble and peaceful society. 
We were called upon to inves-

tigate a number of major crimes, 
and our investigators along with lo-
cal, regional and international part-
ners have done tremendous work 
and have brought closure to many 
of the cases. We remain optimistic 
as they forge ahead with the other 
ongoing investigations.  The inves-
tigators must be commended and 
we express thanks to the public for 
their understanding and support. 
As we approach 2021 in this era 

of change and adjustments, I urge 
each of us to remain focused on 
our role and responsibilities to this 
nation. Let us be positive examples 
to our community as we confront 
and battle this pandemic. Let us 
continue to perform our regular 
functions with integrity and profes-
sionalism.
In 2021, we are looking forward 

to greater efforts and contribu-
tions from the Government and the 
private sector in our quest for im-
proved working conditions. 
We will continue to value our re-

lationships with the general public 
and seek ways to mend any gaps 
that may exist.
Let us be active listeners, quick 

responders and courteous because 
together with our community we 

COP Christmas Message 2020

Commissioner of Police, Atlee Rodney
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Antigua and Barbuda is not likely 
to impose a travel ban on visitors 
arriving from the United Kingdom 
despite the decision of several Ca-
ribbean territories to do so over 
fears concerning a mutated strain 
of the COVID-19 virus that was dis-
covered in the United Kingdom in 
September.
The Ministry of Health is holding 

a press conference later today in 
which the country’s official position 
on the matter will be made known. 
Although health officials remain 
tight-lipped on the issue ahead 
of the press conference however, 
reliable sources informed PointeX-
press that Antigua and Barbuda 
will not close its borders to visitors 
from the United Kingdom.
One source said the country will 

focus its energy on ‘managing the 
risk’ associated with the virus as it 
has been doing since the start of 
the pandemic and the reopening 
of its borders on June 1.
A second source noted that af-

ter several European countries an-
nounced they would close their 
borders to the UK, the European 
Commission issued a directive for 
these borders to reopen.
 The source said Antigua and 

Barbuda will take a more guarded 
approach and will monitor the situ-
ation in the UK closely for a while 
longer.
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

announced that a new variant of 
the COVID-19 virus was found in 
the UK that is over seventy percent 
more infectious than the strain of 
the virus that started the pandemic.
Johnson announced tighter re-

strictions in the UK, especially in 
the south of the country. 
Grenada and Jamaica were the 

first English speaking Caribbean 
territories to announce restrictions 
against UK travelers.
There are fears that the new 

strain of the virus could move be-
yond the UK which has seen a 

spike in infections in recent months.
Scientists believe that the ap-

proved vaccines will be equally ef-
fective against the new strain of 
the virus as it is against the orig-
inal virus. While the mutated virus 
is said to spread faster, nothing 
presently suggests that it is more 
deadly.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health 

has received no new COVID-19 
positive reports from the Mount St. 
John’s Medical Center (MSJMC) or 
the Caribbean Public Health Agen-
cy (CARPHA) as of Monday 21st 

December 2020.
One new recovered case has 

been recorded bringing that total 
to one hundred and forty-four.
Consequently, the total number 

of persons with laboratory con-
firmed COVID-19 cases in Antigua 
and Barbuda remains at one hun-
dred and fifty-three (153) which is 
inclusive of four (4) active cases.
The dashboard has been up-

dated to reflect the changes to 
the government’s quarantine and 
self-quarantine columns of the 
dashboard.

No UK ban imminent
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Four Royal Police Force 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
officers who participat-
ed in relief efforts in the 
Bahamas after the pas-
sage of Hurricane Dorian 
in 2019 have been hon-
oured by His Excellency 
the Governor General, Sir 
Rodney Williams.

Assistant Superintendent 
of Police Kelvin Thomp-
son, Corporal Shawn 
Walsh, Corporal Jess Bris-
tol and Acting Corpo-
ral of Police Troy Willock 
were awarded with the 
Regional Security System 
(RSS) Meritorious Medal 
during a brief ceremony 

at Government House on 
Tuesday. 
In a statement the po-

lice force’s communica-
tion division, STRATCOM, 
said the officers depart-
ed Antigua on September 
20, 2019 to assist Baha-
mian authorities with se-
curity and humanitarian 

relief efforts following the 
devastation caused by 
the category 5 hurricane 
Dorian on September 1, 
2019. 
“The mission was in 

keeping with the commit-
ment of the Caribbean 
Disaster Emergency Man-
agement Agency (CDE-
MA), and the Regional 
Security System (RSS) to 
regional safety, in the af-
termath of natural disas-
ters. The initial operation 
was slated to last for three 
weeks in the first instance; 
however, the officers were 
requested to continue for 
another three weeks,” the 
statement noted.
Commissioner of Police, 

Atlee Rodney was pres-
ent at the ceremony and 
used the opportunity to 
thank the officers for their 
commitment and dedica-
tion to duty. 
The Director of the Na-

tional Office of Disaster 
Services, Philmore Mullin. 
and other senior police 
officers and the families 
of the awardees were 
also in attendance.

Four police officers honoured for 
relief work in the Bahamas

can prevent and reduce 
crimes, traffic collisions 
and various social ills. 
I offer my sincerest grati-

tude to all who have con-
tributed to the achieve-
ments of the Police Force 
during 2020. These include 
the Government; the pri-
vate sector; our local, re-
gional and international 
partners; and the general 
public.

To my senior manage-
ment team, the adminis-
trative staff, the execu-
tive of the Police Welfare 
Association, and every 
member of the police 
force, I say thank you for 
your continued support 
and contributions.
There is much more to 

do in 2021 but with the 
help of God let us move 
forward with courage, 

determination, loyalty 
and unity as we pledge 
to provide quality Policing 
service to the people of 
Antigua and Barbuda.
I am confident that bet-

ter days lie ahead and 
will join with C S Lewis 
when he said “There are 
far better things ahead, 
than any we leave be-
hind.”
On behalf of my fami-

ly and my administrative 
staff I extend a Christ 
filled Christmas to you 
and your family, and wish 
a New Year of prosperi-
ty in every aspect of your 
lives.
May God bless us as 

we prepare to adapt to 
the changes of 2021 and 
to serve with fidelity and 
devotion?  
Thank you!
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New systems to measure 
the product iv i ty of ind iv id-
ua l  workers at the Ant igua 
Por t Author i ty (APA) w i l l 
be imp lemented soon and 
fu ture bonus payments w i l l 
no longer be s tandard but 
based on per formance.
Those were among the 

outcomes of a meet ing on 
Monday convened by Pr ime 
Min i s ter Gaston Browne 
wi th representat ives of APA 
and the Ant igua and Barbu-
da Workers Un ion (ABWU) 

wh ich represents the work-
ers .
The un ion has been de-

mand ing that the por t pay  
i t s employees 3.5 percent 
of the i r annua l  wages as 
a bonus th i s year.  The au-
thor i ty responded that due 
to the s ign i f i cant reduct ion 
in the vo lume of bus iness 
conducted by the por t,  i t 
wou ld be unab le to make 
bonus payments th i s year.
When both s ides cou ld 

not reach an agreement 

and wi th the threat of in-
dus t r ia l  act ion in the a i r, 
the government i s sued an 
order through the at torney 
genera l  that banned the 
workers f rom tak ing indus-
t r ia l  act ion based on the 
impor tance of the por t to 
the nat ion ’s economy.
PM Browne exp la ined the 

s i tuat ion at the por t and i t s 
r ipp le ef fec t on the broad-
er economy to the un ion . 
“ I t wou ld be cha l leng ing 

for the por t to cons ider a 

No bonus for port workers

cont’d on pg 7
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bonus th i s year, ” he s ta ted .
Repor ts are that the 

un ion accepted the pr ime 
min i s ter ’s exp lanat ion and 
agreed to the non-payment 
of bonuses in 2020.
Por t Manage Darwin Te le-

maque sa id the pr ime min-
i s ter made a number of 
recommendat ions to both 
the un ion and the por t au-
thor i ty that cou ld e l im inate 
‘ th i s a lmost annua l  f igh t ’ 
over bonuses .
Accord ing to the por t 

manager the pr ime min i s ter 
sugges ted the es tab l i sh-
ment of a sys tem of eva lu-

at ion where each s taf f w i l l 
be eva luated based on in-
d iv idua l  per formance and 
output. 
“Under th i s sys tem the 

annua l  bonus w i l l  be pa id 
based on a worker ’s per-
formance over the per iod 
and cou ld resu l t in some 
workers get t ing a h igh-
er percentage bonus than 
others .  I t w i l l  se t param-
eters for grad ing as we l l 
as measure each person ’s 
product iv i ty.  I t w i l l  no lon-
ger be an across the board 
mat ter, ” he exp la ined .
Both the por t and the 

un ion have been adv i sed 

to work together on es-
tab l i sh ing the sys tem in a 
sp i r i t of t ransparency and 
openness .
Te lemaque fur ther ex-

p la ined that the sys tem 
was a lways meant to be an 
incent ive programme but 
w i th the new d i rec t ion both 
par t ies have unt i l  January 
31 ,  202 1 ,  to arr ive at out-
l i nes of the programme.
“We wi l l  work c lose ly w i th 

the un ion to get th i s done ! ” 
he af f i rmed .
At tempts to reach the 

ABWU’s Ass i s tant Genera l 
Secretary Ches ter Hughes 
were not success fu l .

cont’d from pg 6

The Hood Convenient Shop
Jennings Village 
St. Mary’s Parish

Antigua
Email: thehoodconveinientshop@

gmail.com
Tel: 728-6003 / 723-5460

Her Worship
The Licensing Magistrate
District“A”
Magistrate’sCourt           
Perry Bay
St.  John’s         
Antigua

December 7th, 2020

We, Catherine Francis & Jefferson 
Reid, of Jennings Village, DO 
HERE BY GIVE NOTICE, that it 
is our intention to apply at the 
next ordinary session to be held 
at the Magistrate’s Court, High 
Street, St John’s Antigua on January 
7th, 2021, ensuring for a Retail 
License in respect of my premises 
known as The Hood Convenient 
Stop, located in Jennings Village, 
pursuant of section 11 of the 
Licensing (Intoxicating Liquor) Act, 
cap 249 of the Laws of Antigua 
and Barbuda, Revised Edition 1992.

Catherine Francis - Tel: 728-6003
Jefferson Reid - Tel: 723-5460

NOTICE
Season’s Greetings to all the residents of the St. Paul’s constituency. This year we are forced to cele-
brate differently but we will celebrate, always, the birth of our Christ.

Below is our revised calendar of activities designed with, for and by the people and intended to 
maintain the traditions of the season, albeit with the new norms of today’s reality.

Sunday 19- Tuesday 21 December:
Distribution of Hams and Turkeys

Tuesday 21-Wednesday 22 December:
Christmas caroling (hi-fi 6:00-9:00pm)

Tuesday 21 December:
Distribution of Food Hampers

Wednesday 22-Thur 23 December:
Distribution of Christmas packages and visitation to the elderly

Friday 25 December: 12:00-2:00pm
Christmas Day Lunch (grab and go)

1. Tyrells (below Catholic Church)
2. Evergreen Tree Road
3. YA-SoSo Corner
4. Table Hill Gordon
5. Buckshorn 
6. Patterson’s 
7. Cobbs Cross

The above locations we’re carefully selected to avoid crowding. Parents are invited to take your 
children from 0-12 years old to the location nearest to your homes to collect their Christmas toys. 

Kindly ensure that all COVID-19 protocols are observed.
Merry Christmas and wishes for a healthy, productive and prosperous 2021

Love always,
Hon. E. P. Chet Greene MP
St. Paul

St. Paul’s Christmas Calendar



LOCAL NEWS PAGE 8WEDNESDAY, 23 DECEMBER, 2020

FLOW has donated 
produce grown in its 
garden to the residents 
of three institut ions. 
“In this season of 

caring and sharing 
FLOW presented the 
first fruits of its organic 
staff garden to several 
charit ies on island. The 
Care Project, the St. 
John’s Hospice, Clare-
vue Hospital , Fiennes 
Institute and the Sun-
shine Home for Girls 
were al l recipients of 
some beautiful lettuce 
bouquets,” said FLOW’s 
Marketing and Com-
munications Manager, 
Shand Merchant.
He explained that 

this year employees at 

FLOW (Antigua) decid-
ed to al ign their charity 
efforts with the obser-
vance of World Diabe-
tes Day (WDD) which is 
celebrated globally on 
November 14.
The first init iative in-

volves planting an or-
ganic fruit and vegeta-
ble garden at FLOW’s 
Clare Hall compound.  
Harvested produce is 
being distr ibuted to lo-
cal charit ies to promote 
a healthier l ifestyle by 
encouraging the incor-
poration of more fruits 
and vegetables into 
people’s diets.
The farm has been in 

operation for just over 
a month.

FLOW donates 
from its farm

The spirit of giving that 
forms part of the Christ-
mas season took a new 
turn when the manage-
ment and staff of CIBC 
FirstCaribbean introduced 
a Caribbean version of 
Santa and his sleigh with 
their ‘Christmas Caravan’.   
The Caravan bearing 

members of staff, person-
al care items, dried goods 
and cash made stops at 

the Clarevue Psychiatric 
Hospital, Her Majesty’s 
Prison, Fiennes Institute, 
Salvation Army’s Sunshine 
Home for Girls and the 
Ministry of Social Trans-
formation on behalf of 
the Boy’s Training School. 
Twelve families in commu-
nities including Villa, John 
Hughes, All Saints, Par-
ham and Freetown also 
received donations.

“We honestly believe 
that without giving there 
is no true Christmas. This 
year with the hosting of 
our traditional staff par-
ty being impossible due 
to Covid-19 protocols, 
we decided to use that 
money instead to support 
those in need. Our staff 
also got involved and 
made personal dona-
tions of food stuff, cloth-

ing and toys. It was a 
wonderful and rewarding 
experience for all of us 
who rode the Christmas 
Caravan,” said Ladesa 
James-Williams, the bank’s 
Country Head.
Earlier this month the 

bank donated $10,000 to 
the Salvation Army, Lions 
Club and the Red Cross 
to assist in the spreading 
of Christmas cheer.

Taking sharing to another level
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Twenty-three Barbu-
dans who suffer physical 
or mental disabilities were 
treated to lunch on Tues-
day by Senator Knacyn-
tar Nedd.
Senator Nedd said 

the invitees to the Christ-
mas luncheon at Uncle 
Roddie’s restaurant in 
Codrington included chil-
dren and adults.
The attendees were 

also presented with 
gifts that included beds, 
wheel chairs, clothing, 

gift vouchers, gift baskets 
and tablets. 
Senator Nedd said she 

received the assistance of 
Barbuda resident, Mary-
beth Bedley, who raised 
financing and other do-
nations through her inter-
national contacts. Bedley 
is a part of the team 
working on the proposed 
project at K-Club involv-
ing American movie icon, 
Robert De Nero. 
It was Senator Nedd’s 

second presentation this 

week. On Monday, she 
presented 20 56-gallon 
garbage bins to busi-
nesses, government of-
fices and schools on the 
island.
She noted that in re-

sponse to complaints 
of insufficient garbage, 
she hoped her donation 
would help offer a solu-
tion to a long-standing 
problem.
Nedd said she intends 

to continue her charitable 
work into the new year.

Senator Nedd treats disabled 
Barbudans to lunch
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The Ant igua and Barbu-
da branch of CIBC F i rs t 
Car ibbean In ternat iona l 
Bank was among the w in-
ners ’  c i rc le a t the annua l 
Eas tern Car ibbean Cent ra l 
Bank (ECCB) Bank of the 
Year awards presen ta t ion .   
The ECCB sa id in a s ta te-

ment i t  has recogn i sed 
th ree commerc ia l  banks 
operat ing w i th in the Eas t-
ern Car ibbean Cur rency 
Un ion (ECCU) for demon-
s t ra t i ng outs tand ing bank-
ing serv ice and soc ia l  re-
spons ib i l i t y. 
The second Annua l  ECCU 

Bank of the Year Awards 
were he ld v i r tua l l y on 17 
December w i th l i ve s t ream-
ing on the ECCB Facebook 

page and YouTube channe l . 
Of the 12 banks that par-
t i c ipated ,  th ree banks were 
presen ted w i th awards for 
the i r commi tment and ser-
v ice exce l l ence to the peo-
p le they serve th rough the i r 
bus iness prac t i ces and po l -
i c ies in four categor ies :
ECCU Bank of the Year 

Award for Cus tomer Ser-
v ice :  The CIBC/F i rs t Ca-
r ibbean In ternat iona l  Bank 
(Barbados)  L td (Ant igua 
and Barbuda) ;
ECCU Bank of the Year 

Award for F inanc ia l  Edu-
cat ion and Empowerment : 
The Bank of Sa in t Luc ia 
L im i ted ;
ECCU Bank of the Year 

Award for Pandemic and 

Bank ing :  The Nat iona l 
Commerc ia l  Bank of An-
gu i l la L td ;  and
ECCU Bank of the Year 

Award for Techno log ica l 
Innovat ion :  The Bank of 
Sa in t Luc ia .
In h i s remarks a t the 

awards ceremony,  Gov-
ernor of the ECCB,  T imo-
thy N . J .  Anto ine sa id ,  ‘we 
cou ld have eas i l y sa id le t 
us cance l  the Awards un-
t i l  202 1 ,  bu t we d idn ’ t and 
I  am p leased that we are 
ab le to have these awards 
notw i ths tand ing the con-
s t ra in t s posed by COVID ’ .
The 2020 ECCU Bank of 

the Year Awards can be 
v iewed on the ECCB Con-
nects YouTube channe l .

Local bank among winner’s 
circle in ECCB awards
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Six Ant igua Grammar 
School students who 
were ident i f ied by the 
school as being vul-
nerable , received gif t 
packages from alumni 
of the school .
The group of ‘o ld 

boys ’ who are now 
business profess ionals , 
decided to ass ist the 
school and i ts students 
in any way poss ib le.
Spokesman for the 

group, Anthony Smith 
Jr. ,  said the former 
students have a strong 

sense of obl igat ion to 
the inst i tut ion “as i t 
molded us into what 
we are today ” . 
“ This is just the start 

of what we want to 
do for the school as 
among our plans is to 
establ ish a mentorsh ip 
programme to work 
along with the current 
set of students to help 
them in choosing their 
path in l i fe , ” he stated.
Dur ing the presenta-

t ion held at the school 
on Tuesday, the s ix 

boys received two 
food packages each  
and $400.00 in cash.
“After real is ing the 

s igni f icant disrup-
t ion caused by the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic , th is group of AGS 
alumni col laborated to 
raise funds for s ix stu-
dents at the Ant igua 
Grammar School who 
were ident i f ied as be-
ing vulnerable ,” Smith 
disc losed. 
The group partnered 

with Happy Kids which 

provided vouchers 
that the students may 
redeem for school uni-
forms. GEO’s restau-
rant and a supermar-
ket ass isted with the 
food packages.
Pr inc ipal of the 

school , Sam Roberts , 
accepted the gif ts on 
behalf of the boys 
who were ident i f ied 
as being most de-
serv ing of ass istance 
by the school ’s coun-
sel lor, Susette Antho-
ny-Char les .

Six vulnerable AGS 
students receive assistance

Photo caption: L-R Dwayne Simon, AGS Principal Sam Roberts , Anthony Smith Jr.,  Mackenzie Broodie, Ron Murrain, Lynford Inverary, 
Reco Colbourne, Jameil Benjamin, Regis Burton
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The Calvin Ayre Foun-
dation (CAF) has contin-
ued its charity by funding 
the work of organisations 
that offer assistance to 
society’s most vulnerable.
CAF spokesperson, Ja-

milla Kirwan, said for the 
past three years the CAF 
has been partnering with 
The Friends Foundation, 
a privately managed, 
non-profit outreach or-
ganisation, which has 
been integral in provid-
ing assistance free of 
charge, to the residents 
of the government-run 
Care Project and the lo-
cal community. 
“The funding by The 

CAF facilitates free ser-
vices in the areas of 
physiotherapy, speech 
therapy, sensory stimu-
lation activities, staff-as-
sisted feeding, educa-

tion, and also assists with 
employing the Friends 
Foundation’s 16-member 
staff,” she remarked.
According to CAF’s Ex-

ecutive Director, Corinna 
Delowsky, due to unex-
pected expenses caused 
by COVID-19, The CAF 
took the decision to in-
crease the annual do-
nation to the Friends 
Foundation by over 20 
percent, for 2021.  
President of the Friends 

Foundation, Annette Car-
ey was also grateful that 
throughout the pandem-
ic, The CAF’s funding en-
abled her organization 
to provide new services 
such as virtual homes-
chooling.
“For the past three 

years, Ambassador Cal-
vin Ayre has kept his 
faith in us. Without his 

Foundation’s support, I 
doubt the charity would 
have survived,” she said. 
At separate Christmas 

events, the students and 
residents of both the 
Friends’ Foundation and 
the Care Project, were 
treated to sensory-ap-
propriate gifts and a 
meet-and-greet with the 
CAF’s very own Santa 
Claus, who took great 
pleasure in handing out 
presents. The events 
brought much joy and 
laughter.
The CAF also recently 

established a comple-
mentary food assistance 
initiative for residents of 
the Care Project, fitting-
ly called, Supplemental 
Nutrition at the Care 
(SNA-C). On hand to re-
ceive the donation on 
December 17, were Ma-

tron Ashline Francis and 
Senior Office Administra-
tor, Sandy Daniel, both 
of the Care Project, as 
well as Permanent Secre-
tary within the Ministry of 
Health, Ena Henry. 
The EC$128,000 finan-

cial commitment will go 
toward providing free 
meals that will be tailored 
to the dietary needs and 
restrictions of the special 
needs residents for one 
year.
Matron Ashline Fran-

cis said that during the 
hardship brought on by 
COVID-19 and the eco-
nomic downturn, the Care 
Project had been experi-
encing limited charitable 
donations but the CAF 
has chosen to take a dif-
ferent response.
 “They are coming big-

ger and better,” she said.

CAF makes large donation to charities
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This year has been one of tests 
and lessons for everyone and the 
Human Resource (HR) community 
was also given cause to pause 
and evaluate. We were made to 
review our processes and policies 
especially those related to how 
we manage employee engage-
ment and evaluate their perfor-
mance. 
In late March when we were 

forced into a national lockdown 
resulting from the COVID-19 Pan-
demic, most sectors were made 
to shift operations from our re-
spective office spaces to em-
ployees’ homes. The work from 
home (WFH) scenarios proved 
to be quite the challenge, from 
the preparatory stages of ac-
quiring additional equipment to 
assisting staff with internet con-
nectivity issues. Activities also in-
cluded the sourcing face masks, 
disinfectants, and sanitizers. And 
then came the task of ensuring 
that workers were kept productive 
while at home struggling to cope 
with their own anxiety and con-
cerns over the virus.
While navigating these process-

es several things became obvious. 
Some of us realized that our di-
saster preparedness plans were 
ineffective when treating health 
emergencies brought on by this 
pandemic. This caused us to ei-
ther revamp our plans or create 
an entirely different plan for pan-
demics and national health crises. 
Our standard operating proce-

dures did not consider staff having 
to remain engaged while keeping 
business operations going from 
their residences. Before having to 
deal with the effects of COVID-19, 
many of us never had to roll our 
business continuity strategies or 
paid much attention to the im-
portance of our organizations be-
ing “agile” enough to create and 
implement people centered pro-
tocols instead of strict and rigid 

policies that seemed to exacer-
bate an already trying situation.   
Many HR departments were 

called upon to lead the unenvi-
able task of communicating news 
of reduced hours of work, layoffs 
and even severance in many cas-
es. We have had cause to support 
and sympathize with colleagues 
as they communicated with work-
ers and their representatives to 
make the process as painless 
as possible.  We had to empa-
thize with our colleagues locally 
and regionally as they too found 
themselves on the breadline be-
cause of the negative impact of 
this pandemic on business reve-
nues. Our emotional intelligence 
was engaged as well when we 
were called upon to assist team 
members with the “work/life blur” 
and all the “pandemic fatigue” 
that has been going around. We 
function as coaches, motivating 
employees to be positive in their 
outlook even as this year ends 
and we look forward to the un-
certainties of a new year. We are 
now leading with more warmth 
and comfort as we encourage 
our teams to keep fighting while 
managing with our own stresses 
and mandating self-care regimes.
As the pandemic rages on into 

what is now being called its “sec-
ond wave”, we have had to be-
come more creative in how we 
do business and cater to our cus-
tomers’ needs. Online payments, 
virtual meetings and webinars 
have now become commonplace 
so that even the most techno-

logically averse among us had 
to adapt. We have adjusted not 
only with how we use technology 
and the available virtual spaces 
but have had to implement new 
workplace practices so that our 
organizations, from our schools to 
our supermarkets and hotels, are 
doing all they can to keep work-
ers, customers and visitors safe. 
Many organizations have had 
scares where employees contract-
ed the COVID-19 virus necessitat-
ing quarantine of coworkers who 
were potentially exposed
So, nine months after, we have 

indeed become more adept at 
meeting the challenges of the 
pandemic and making use of the 
opportunities as presented. How-
ever, based on the most recent 
dashboard updates, we still need 
to be vigilant and compliant with 
the protocols for our safety and 
the safety of those around us, as 
the worst has not yet passed. 
We at HRPAB wish you a 

peaceful holiday season and a 
healthy and productive new year. 
We thank you for your support 
and look forward to offering 
our readers more content as we 
share, learn, and grow together, 
advancing HR for national devel-
opment.

The Human Resource Profes-
sionals of Antigua and Barbuda 
(HRPAB) is a registered non-prof-
it, professional association ded-
icated to the advancement of 
the HR profession for national 
development. We began infor-
mally from 2009 and legally reg-
istered in 2011. HRPAB’s growing 
membership represents private 
and public organizations as well 
as independent consultants spe-
cializing in one or more areas 
of human resource management 
and development. Membership 
is offered for three categories: 
professional, non-professional, 
and honorary.

So, what did we Learn?
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By Tony Deyal
In 1952, the author John Steinbeck, 

who seven years later won the 
Nobel Prize for his writing, sent a 
letter to his friend, Adlai Stevenson 
the Second, a Democrat, who in 
trying to become President of the 
USA twice suffered massive land-
slide losses to Dwight Eisenhow-
er. By that time, Stevenson, whose 
father Adlai Stevenson the First 
had quipped, “It is not the years in 
your life but the life in your years 
that counts”, was the US Ambas-
sador to the United Nations (UN), 
one of John F. Kennedy’s early ap-
pointments as President. Steinbeck 
wrote, “Adlai, do you remember 
two kinds of Christmases? There is 
one kind in a house where there 
is little and a present represents 
not only love but sacrifice. The one 
single package is opened with a 
kind of slow wonder, almost rever-
ence…Then there is the other kind 
of Christmas with presents piled 

high, the gifts of guilty parents as 
bribes because they have nothing 
else to give…”
My parents had one child and 

up to, including, and beyond his 
seventh birthday in 1952, he got 
only one gift every Christmas 
and settled for whatever it was, 
even though he might have given 
broad hints about what he wished, 
prayed and hoped for, but never 
really expected. One year it was 
a fire-engine which whirred and 
had a spinning red light. Another 
year, he got a little boat that very 
quickly went down the ravine be-
hind the house and never returned. 
Without ever knowing anything 
about Steinbeck until many, many 
years later, the package I opened 
slowly and with great wonder, al-
most reverence, turned out to be 
exactly what as a reader of West-
ern Comics featuring Roy Rogers, 
the Lone Ranger, Gene Autry, Tex 
Ritter and even the Earp Brothers, 
I dearly wished and pleaded for. 
I had made many, many promises 
that I am sure, looking back, the 
dear Lord had surely taken with a 
pinch of salt but my parents didn’t.
It was what we called, “A gun-

and-sack.” Even more amazing, it 
turned out to be two guns and 
holsters (a.k.a. “sacks”) with enough 
caps to blast to Tombstone Terri-
tory any cowpokes who dared to 
face me on Main Street. “Boot Hill 
for you,” I would proclaim, mak-
ing sure that the trigger I pulled 
was not Roy Rogers’ horse. I liked 
Phantom and his Skull Cave, his 
dog Devil and his horse Hero, but 
was too young to really appreci-
ate Diana although the similarly 
named dinner-mints were not bad. 
However, neither Phantom nor my 
other hero, Mandrake, used guns, 

and although Dick Tracy was a 
cop, he did not have the flair that 
you would expect from a man 
with a two-way, wrist-radio that 
was way before its time. I have 
always wondered what prompted 
my mother to decide I would get 
the Christmas gift I always wanted. 
I did not know at the time that she 
was only fifteen years older than 
me and that the childhood she 
missed with a first marriage at the 
age of twelve, would be relived in 
me. She never had dolls when she 
was growing up and always gave 
them to her nieces, nephews and 
grand-children. She tried that once 
with me, but once was enough. I 
spelt “doll” with a “u”.
While she was a self-taught 

reader of both English and Hindi, 
and went through all my comics 
and novels, even devouring a Jack 
Reacher novel on her Kindle the 
night before she died, my mother 
used to get upset with me and the 
make-believe games of Cowboys 
vs Indians with my cousin Joe, 
each of us with a ruler, grasping 
the other’s wrist and fighting to 
the death; shooting cane arrows 
with bows made of twine and 
bamboo at the cowboys; or using 
the multi-purpose rulers to be the 
Three Musketeers fighting Cardinal 
Richelieu’s dreaded guards and 
shouting “For King and Country” 
loudly enough that the teacher 
thought I was using an obscenity 
and not only beat me, but worse, 
told my parents. Fortunately, my 
mother never saw that the pa-
per she used to wrap my gift of 
guns read, “Peace On Earth.” It is 
very much like the time, much later 
in life, when I bought the wrong 
gift-wrapping paper. Instead of 
“Merry Christmas” it said, “Hap-

cont’d on pg 15

GUN WITH THE WIND
Dedicated to Professor Kenneth Ramchand who shared the Steinback idea with me
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py Birthday.” I was very tempted 
to write in the word, “Jesus” after 
each “Merry Christmas” but knew 
that it was doomed to fail the ea-
gle eyes of my family.
In the early days even though 

we envied the rich kids who got 
real bicycles, watches and cars 
with pedals for Christmas, I be-
lieve we were happier for two 
reasons. All of us got guns, some 
a bit better than the others, but 
they ensured that we would have 
much more than a blast or two 
or three being Western heroes or 
villains. The other was that we nev-
er learned, used or complained in 
the language of some petulant 
kids, uttered with a pout under a 
paper-strewn Christmas tree, “That 
is all you give me?” One thing I 
was never sure of until I was older 

was what Boxing Day was about. 
I didn’t know if it was the box my 
fire engine came in or the guns, 
or if it was the blows with which I 
was threatened for being so noisy 
when my father, friends and family 
were celebrating in a big way with 
rum, music, singing and staggering 
from house to house.  
Fortunately for me, none of my 

four children was ever like that. 
They all helped with the lighting 
and knew that at midnight on 
Christmas Eve we would each 
open at least one gift and then 
go to bed to wake up a bit late on 
Christmas Day and have a really 
good breakfast together. This was 
always followed by the opening of 
any other gifts and trying things 
on. Of course, I always quipped 
that they were not only trying, but 
very trying, and got the same re-

sponse of mock disgust and cries 
of “Again?” For many years now, 
my kids have given me “Brut” ev-
ery Christmas and from the time 
I see the bottle it is my turn to 
complain noisily, “Again?”  
Of course, I am aware that the 

winds of change are constant-
ly blowing and, as King Solomon 
said about the impermanence of 
life and all that we cling to or hold 
dear, “This too shall pass away.” 
What I hope will happen is that 
my children would have learnt 
by now that the wind of change 
blows most freely through an open 
mind and if you can’t change the 
direction of the winds, you must 
adjust your sails.
*Tony Deyal was last seen say-

ing, “Sometimes the best Christ-
mas present is remembering what 
you’ve already got.

cont’d from pg 14
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(Barbados Nation): Flights 
from the United Kingdom 
(UK) will not be banned at 
this time.
But Minister of Health Jef-

frey Bostic indicated they 
were being vigilant about 
the new COVID-19 strain, 
which has caused some 
countries to impose restric-

tions on travel to and from 
the UK.
“The advice from WHO/

PAHO is that we should not 
restrict flights coming from 
the UK at this time be-
cause what is known of the 
variant does not suggest 
we should do that. To be 
honest, this thing has been 
around I believe from Sep-
tember and it is not only 
in the UK, it’s also in Den-
mark, the Netherlands, Italy 
and other countries.
“So at this point in time 

and with the restrictions im-
posed in the United King-
dom, we do not think we 
are going to restrict flights 
from the UK,” Bostic said.
He made these com-

ments on Tuesday at 

the Glebe Polyclinic in St 
George where representa-
tives from the Pan-Ameri-
can Health Organisation 
(PAHO) donated thermom-
eters, printers, scanners 
and other equipment to 
some polyclinics.
Bostic was responding to 

questions from a report-
er who asked if Barbados 
would go in the direction 
of other countries that im-
posed restrictions on UK 
travel, including Jamaica 
and Grenada.
Although Barbados is 

not, Bostic said surveillance 
at the Grantley Adams In-
ternational Airport would 
remain intact, in fact he 
said surveillance measures 
had increased.

Barbados won’t ban flights from UK

(Jamaica Observer): THE local 
public health system has again 
been thrown into high alert as 
hundreds of individuals, mostly Ja-
maicans, arrive in the island from 
Britain where a new strain of the 
novel coronavirus — described as 
“out of control” by officials there 
— has forced London and other 
areas into strict lockdown.
The Ministry of Health and Well-

ness yesterday issued a two-week 
travel ban on flights coming to 
Jamaica from England, but said 
three flights, one of which was al-
ready en route, would be allowed 
to land, and passengers placed 
in State quarantine for two days 
and tested for COVID-19. The ban, 
which took immediate effect, ends 
on January 4.
Health and Wellness Minister Dr 

Christopher Tufton told the Jamai-

ca Observer shortly after the ban 
was announced that the island has 
the capacity to house the roughly 
300 passengers who were expect-
ed to arrive here on the first flight 
yesterday.
The remaining two flights, ex-

pected to arrive today, could bring 
up to 600 additional passengers, 
he said.
“For the numbers for today [yes-

terday], we think we do [have ca-
pacity]. We are going to have to 
look at the numbers for tomorrow 
[today]. We are still working on 
that,” Tufton said.
Dr Tufton explained that the 

coronavirus strain that has sent 
British authorities “scrambling re-
quires polymerase chain reaction 
testing.
The nature of this virus does not 

allow antigen testing. The idea is 

to test all persons and then hold 
[them] for 48 hours, and then when 
they get their results, to send them 
home, but still track them. We ex-
pect most of them to be Jamai-
cans,” the health minister said.
Jamaica joins a number of other 

countries, from Europe to Asia, that 
have blocked flights originating 
from the UK. British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson chaired a Cabinet 
Office Briefing Room emergencies 
committee yesterday to discuss the 
crisis.
The Ministry of Health and Well-

ness says passengers arriving in 
Jamaica from the UK who test neg-
ative will be fitted with armbands 
for monitoring and then released 
to complete their 14-day quaran-
tine at home, while those who are 
positive will be isolated in State fa-
cilities until they’ve recovered.

900 expected to arrive from 
the UK amid travel ban

Barbados MInister of Health Jeffrey Bostic indicated that they were 
being vigilant and would not be banning UK flights.
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A top public health of-
ficial on the White House 
coronavirus task force has 
said she will retire after it 
emerged she hosted a hol-
iday gathering.
Dr. Deborah Birx, who 

is 64, cited the criticism 
she has faced for a family 
get-together over Thanks-
giving in Delaware in her 
decision to step aside.
“This experience has 

been a bit overwhelming,” 
she said. “It’s been very dif-
ficult on my family.”
Dr. Birx had reportedly 

been seeking a job from 
US President-elect Joe 
Biden.
A world-renowned Aids 

researcher, she has worked 
in the US government since 
the Reagan administration.
In an interview with US 

news network Newsy aired 

on Tuesday, a masked Dr. 
Birx did not specify when 
she would stand down, but 
said she would help the 
incoming Biden adminis-
tration and “and then I will 
retire”.
She had urged Ameri-

cans in the days before 
Thanksgiving to restrict 
gatherings to “your imme-
diate household”.
But it emerged on Sun-

day she had travelled from 
Washington to one of her 
other properties, on Fen-
wick Island in Delaware, 
where she was joined by 
three generations of her 
family from two house-
holds.
While in Delaware, she 

did an interview with 
CBS in which she not-
ed that some Americans 
had “made mistakes” over 
Thanksgiving by travelling 
and they “should assume 
they were infected”.
The US Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Preven-
tion, whose director has 
often joined Dr. Birx on the 
podium during briefings, 
has warned Americans not 
to travel over the holidays.
As the US coronavi-

rus caseload surges, the 
agency has also cautioned 
against indoor gatherings 
with people from different 
households.
Dr. Birx had insisted she 

went to the property in 
Delaware to prepare it for 
a potential sale, though 
she acknowledged shar-
ing a meal with her family 
during the visit.

White House COVID-19 
Task Force member quits

Dr. Debora Birx top public health official on the White House coronavirus task force

GOT NEWS?
Send your news stories to

news@pointville.ag
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(BBC): US President 
Trump has urged Con-
gress to amend a bumper 
coronavirus stimulus bill 
to increase stimulus pay-
ments to $2,000 (£1,500) 
per American.
In a video message 

posted on Twitter, he 
asked lawmakers to “re-
move wasteful and un-
necessary items”, add-
ing that the package 
“really is a disgrace”.
“It ’s called the Covid 

relief bill, but it has al-
most nothing to do with 
Covid,” he said.
The $900bn bill in-

cludes one-off $600 
payments to most Amer-
icans. 
The US Congress has 

passed a long-awaited 

$900bn (£660bn) pack-
age of coronavirus pan-
demic aid after months 
of political wrangling.
Senators approved 

the bill late on Mon-

day, hours after it was 
passed by the House of 
Representatives.
The aid includes di-

rect payments for many 
Americans and sup-

port for businesses and 
unemployment pro-
grammes.
The money is to ac-

company a bigger, 
$1.4tn spending bill to 
fund government opera-
tions over the next nine 
months.
President Donald 

Trump was expected to 
sign the package into 
law quickly.
But news breaking 

overnight indicated that 
Mr Trump has other 
ideas.
President-elect Joe 

Biden welcomed the re-
lief package but said 
Congress needed to get 
to work to support his 
Covid-19 relief plan in 
the New Year.

Trump urges Congress to amend 
‘wasteful’ coronavirus aid bill

U.S. President Donald Trump

Germany has extend-
ed its ban on travellers 
arriving from the UK to 
6 January, despite the 
EU tell ing countries to 
lift restrictions to allow 
essential journeys and 
minimise trade disrup-
tion.
“The German govern-

ment has extended its 
ban on air passenger 
fl ights arriving from 
the UK to Germany to 
a ban on all forms of 
transport unti l Wednes-
day 6 January 2021,” 
the Foreign Office trav-
el advice for the coun-
try states.
“During this period, 

transport operators are 

banned from offering 
plane, bus, ferry and 
train journeys from the 
UK to Germany.
“From 1 January 2021, 

transport operators 
can apply to the Ger-
man authorities for an 
exemption to transport 
individuals who are 
resident in Germany. 
Contact your transport 
operator for more in-
formation.”
Dozens of countries 

have blocked people 
arriving from Britain 
over fears about the 
new coronavirus variant 
that is said to be much 
more transmittable.
France went a step 

further by stopping lor-
ry drivers in the UK tak-
ing their freight across 
the Channel, creating 
chaos on the approach 
to Dover.
But after talks be-

tween London and Par-
is, France announced 
that French and EU na-
tionals and British resi-
dents in France wil l be 
allowed into the coun-
try from midnight - pro-
vided they can show a 
negative PCR test from 
the last three days.
However, Sky News 

understands the UK 
was pushing for rapid 
turnaround lateral flow 
tests being conducted 

on lorry drivers with the 
help of the mil itary to 
be uti l ised.
These return results 

within 15 to 30 minutes, 
but PCR tests can take 
24 hours to come back.
The French PM’s office 

said it wil l announce 
specific measures to 
resume trade and haul-
age from the UK to 
France “ in the coming 
hours”.
Following talks earli-

er on Tuesday, the EU 
Commission said in a 
statement it was “ im-
portant to take swift 
temporary precaution-
ary action” to limit the 
spread of COVID-19.

Germany extends UK travel ban to 6 January 
despite EU urging countries to lift restrictions
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QUICK CROSSWORD

Garfield

Quick crossword  no 15,676

Across
1 Destiny (4)
3 Defensive tower above a drawbridge (8)
9 Compartment suspended from an airship (7)
10 Flavoured milk drink (5)
11 Commerce (5)
12 Part of a BLT (6)
14 Piece of gymnastic apparatus (8,5)
17 Items of interest to a philatelist (6)
19 Wash with clean water (5)
22 Being that's apt to err? (5)
23 Unlawful (7)
24 Deride (8)
25 River crossing (4

Down
1 One on the run (8)
2 Ringworm (5)
4 Stopped (2,1,10)
5 A close a�ectionate and protective acceptance (5)
6 Prattle (7)
7 Want (4)
8 Gnawing mammal (6)
13 Beaten (8)
15 Not yet broken in (7)
16 Last Anglo-Saxon king of England (6)
18 Frenzied (5)
20 Small piece of tortilla with a topping (5)
21 Scorch (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24 25

Dilbert

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and 
logic.

How to play

DAILY COMICS SUDOKU

Cathy
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LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

GEMINI | May 21-June 20

SCORPIO Oct. | 23-Nov. 21

SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

CAPRICORN | Dec. 22-Jan. 19

AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

When it comes to a sign as fiery, outgo-
ing, and personable as yours, it’s easy 
to see how staying at home might not 
be your favorite activity, at least, not on 
a regular basis, certainly not alone, and 
absolutely, positively not now.

There’s nothing like the company of 
family, as you’ve always known and 
believed. You’ll be reminded of that 
now, via an insatiable urge to connect 
with like-minded others who just so 
happen to share your bloodline.

The universe has sent along exactly 
what you need to change your work 
situation, complete with a brand-new 
friend or acquaintance who can in-
spire and guide you to get the job 
done.

Your feelings are as deep-seated as 
they come, and you don’t usually share 
them, not unless you have to or some-
one you know needs to hear them to 
feel better or you know that it’s impos-
sible to keep them hidden any longer.

When you reach the end of your rope 
and you’re done trying to bring your 
usual brand of humor to a tricky situa-
tion, you tend to spout off a bit more 
candidly than usual. That may be what 
happens over the next day or so.

Your financial situation feels a bit 
shaky at the moment, or are you just 
distracted by important professional 
matters? Regardless of how or why 
it’s happened, return your attention to 
your career just for a bit.

You don’t relish the thought of it happen-
ing, but every now and then your verbally 
rebellious streak gets out of control and 
tough to handle, much less to explain to 
the rest of the world. They need to be 
told, you need to tell them, and it’s time.

Sometime soon, you’ll need to make a 
decision whether or not to let a secret 
see the light of day. That’s not an easy 
thing for you because you can usually 
see both sides of the issue. Clearing 
the air is always the best tactic.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

CANCER | June 21-July 22

LEO | July 23-Aug. 22

You know that well-deserved reputa-
tion you’ve acquired for being consid-
erate, cooperative, and extremely easy 
to get along with? Let’s just say it might 
temporarily be in danger, not because 
you’ve lost that loving feeling.

For some reason, individuals of a 
certain type seem to be gravitating 
toward you. You’ve just about had it 
with listening to sad stories, pleas for 
redemption, and promises to do bet-
ter next time. It’s not just you either.

LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

Your sign has been amply endowed with 
charm, the ability to persuade, and an 
absolutely illegal amount of allure. Not 
surprisingly, others find those qualities ir-
resistibly attractive. But you need to be 
careful where you point that charm.

VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

After yet another day of teasing you 
with lingering glances that last just a 
tad too long to go unnoticed or be 
written off as something else, a cer-
tain person will finally be ready to say 
exactly what’s on their mind.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag
Tell us what’s happening in your community.

COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIP NOMINATIONS
The Commonwealth Scholarship Commission in the United King-
dom is inviting nominations from Antigua and Barbuda for Com-
monwealth Master’s Scholarships tenable from 2021.
Closing date for nominations is 1st March, 2021.
Deadline for submission of applications to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Sports and Creative Industries is 19th February, 2021.
Full details of the scholarships are included in the 2021 terms and 
conditions, available at: cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/about-us/scholarships

CHSS DARE TO D.E.A.R. BOOK DRIVE 2020
Clare Hall Secondary School is inviting past Clarehalites, enter-
tainers, radio personalities and the general public to  participate 
in its DARE to D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read) Book Drive 
2020. Send us a video recording about your favourite book and 
donate a copy or multiple copies of that book to our school library. 
Give us  a call at 462-3487 or mail us at admin@chss.edu.ag.  
The book drive culminates in December 2020.  We DARE you to 
D.E.A.R  with us and help us promote literacy amongst our stu-
dents.

QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT
The Quality Assurance Unit, Ministry of Tourism will be suspend-
ing operations from December 15, 2020 to January 15, 2021.  All 
property owners are asked to take note as no inspections and 
covid-19 certifications will be executed during this period. For 
more information contact the department t 468-4061/4003.

EARLT CLOSURE 
The general public is advised that the headquarters of the Minis-
try of Education, Sports and Creative Industries, Government Of-
fice Complex, will close at 11am on Wednesday, 23rd December, 
2020. This is to facilitate a staff function. Normal office hours will 
resume on Thursday 24th  December, 2020. Any inconvenience 
caused is regretted.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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Sri Lanka worried about new 
COVID-19 strain

Sri Lanka cricket’s personnel are concerned about 
a new strain of COVID-19 that is believed to have 
emerged in England, but those concerns are unlikely 
to put England’s two-Test tour of Sri Lanka starting 
January 14 in jeopardy. 
There may, however, be additional medical protocols 

for the England team, either before they leave England 

or after they arrive in 
Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka’s 
team medical staff held 
discussions with their 
counterparts at the ECB 
Tuesday. 
The focus of the 

discussions was the new 
COVID-19 strain and 
what precautions are 
being taken to prevent it 
from being introduced to 
Sri Lanka via the touring 
group. 
At present, England 

players and support staff 
are scheduled to fly to Sri 
Lanka on a chartered flight 
on January 2. 
Upon landing, the tourist 

will be required to undergo a three-day isolated 
quarantine and if negative PCR tests are returned after 
three days, they will be allowed to begin training after 
six days. 
The Sri Lankan government has imposed a temporary 

ban on commercial flights from the UK starting today.

Lewis Hamilton has 
revealed he has lost almost 
14 pounds lbs in weight after 
contracting coronavirus at 
the end of November. 
The seven time Formula 

One world champion tested 
positive for the virus on 
November 30 before self-
isolating for a 10 day period, 
but he admitted he is still 
battling the after effects of 
the viru more than three 
weeks on from his initial 
diagnosis. 
Hamilton wrote on his 

Instagram, “I have lost some 

weight and I’ve lost so much 
muscle. Starting from a low 
point in strength now, not 
fun but I’m determined to 
get my strength back and 
to be 100 percent again, no 
pain, no gain.” 
Hamilton has since been 

crowned BBC’s Sports 
Personality of the Year for 
the second time. 
The driver now has three 

months to prepare for the 
new F1 Season and is set 
to sign a new contract 
for $40 million a year with 
Mercedes.

Lewis Hamilton’s addresses his 
battle with COVID-19

Formula One world chamipon Lewis Hamilton lost almost 
14 pounds after contracting coronavirus at the end of November 
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Players, coaches and 
staff members of the 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Football Association 
(TTFA) have been 
paid, Robert Hadad, 
chairman of the 
FIFA Normalization 
Committee has 
confirmed. 
Hadad told Guardian 

Sports players were 
paid 100 percent 
while coaches were 
paid up to August 
and administration 
staff up to November. 
The coaches, who 

were expecting 100 
percent payment, 

were only paid 50 
percent of what was 
owed to them with 
the promise that the 
rest wil l be paid at a 
later date. 
Wayne Sheppard, 

one of the coaches, 
said they are not 
happy since there was 
an understanding that 
they would receive 
ful l payment. 
“We never agreed 

to anything else,” 
Sheppard noted.
Robert Hadad 

said they can only 
pay based on the 
resources available 

to the 
Normal i zat ion 
Committee.

TTFA coaches, players, 
administration staff 
paid for Christmas

Robert Hadad chairman of the FIFA Normalization Committee

PointeXpress wishes to thank our loyal readers and advertisers 
for their support in 2020. We look forward to bringing you the 
latest news in 2021. We will publish our last issue for the year 
on Wednesday, December 23rd, 2020. We will close for the 
holiday season and reopen on January 4th, 2021. 


