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GUEST EDITORIAL

HUMAN RIGHTS AND WHAT IT MEANS
FOR ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA PT. 1

J’Moul Francis BA Law, LLM, (EU Law, Competition Law, and International Law); Commonwealth Scholar, Legal
Commentary Blogger at www.francisobiter.org

Last week on Thurs-
day 10th December 2020,
the world marked ‘Hu-
man Rights Day’ under
the theme ‘Recover Bet-
ter- Stand Up for Human
Rights’. Given how prob-
lematic this year has been
and the need to swiftly re-
cover and build dynamic
resilience, it is evident that
the theme implores us, in-
dividually and collectively,
to put human rights at the
nucleus of our strafegies
from now on as we hope
to end the tumultuous
challenges unleashed by
the pandemic.

The underlying theory
here is that the recogni-
tion, guarantee, and en-
forcement of human rights
could lead to the reduc-
tion and even elimination
of inequalities, discrimina-
tion, and exclusion.

Throughout human his-
tory, there have always
been a perennial struggle
for more rights and liber-
ties to improve the lives
and livelihood of all. In-
ternational law historical-
ly offered limited protec-
tion to combatants and
civilians during war, while
national law had a piece-
meal approach fo individ-
val rights, however, this
reality changed affer two
world wars through the ef-
forts of the League of Na-
tions and later the United
Nations.

Even for us as Anti-
guans and Barbudans,
our post-colonial strug-

J’Moul Francis BA Law, LLM

dence achievements are
part of the global story
towards the development
of human rights. Yet, there
is still much more to be
done to improve our so-
cio-economic and human
development.

With this year’s theme
in mind, what are human
rights¢ What are the hu-
man rights challenges we
face? How can we strive
towards placing human
rights at the centre of our
development as people?

In sum, human rights are
freedoms, entitlements,
and privieges that are
inherent to every human
being regardless of race,
sex, nationality, ethnic-
ity, religion, or any other
status. These include the
right to life; the prohibition
of slavery, discrimination,
forced labour, and tor-
ture; right to a fair frial;
the right to personal liber-
ty and security; freedom

and religion; freedom of
expression; freedom of
assembly and associa-
tion; right to own proper-
ty; and right to education
and adequate living stan-
dards. Moreover, these
rights must be applied
without discrimination as
they are universal and in-
divisible as they transcend
social, economic, and
political boundaries. Yet,
some rights can be limited
once they are prescribed
by law, proportional and
legitimate.

| must also note that hu-
man rights developed from
the evolution of historical
lessons, enlightened norms
and general legal princi-
ples, international legal in-
struments, and institutions
operating on the interna-
tional, regional, and do-
mestic planes. The result
of this development is en-
shrined in the UN Charter
which reaffrms ‘a faith in

fundamental human rights,
in the dignity and worth
of the human person’ and
encourages the ‘universal
respect and observance
of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms'.

The Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, in
parficular, brought the
necessary protections info
the scope of general prin-
ciples of customary inter-
national low and placed
an obligation on states to
take effective steps in their
respective jurisdictions.
With a declaration not be-
ing sufficient, two UN-ad-
ministered treaty regimes,
i.e. The International Cov-
enant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights (1966) and The
Infernational Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cul-
tural Rights (1966) created
a comprehensive code
for human rights and fun-
damental freedoms and
also an international le-
gal framework tfo hold
each other to account
These covenants co-ex-
ist and complement oth-
er human rights systems
such as those governed
by the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights, the
American Convenfion on
Rights, the African Charter
on Human and Peoples’
Rights, and others. Al-
though there is no formal
human rights system within
CARICOM’s legal frame-
work, there is the Kings-
ton Declaration (1990), the
Charter of Civil Society

cont’d on pg 3
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(1997) and general prin-
ciples within the Revised
Treaty of Chaguaramas
in which the Caribbean
Court of Justice engag-
es with and employs in-
terpretative tools to bring
about protections at the
Community-level.

Domestically, Chapter
Two of our Constitution
provides a legal guar-
anftee for the protection
and enforcement of hu-
man rights within Anfigua
and Barbuda. However,
even though the requi-
site legal protections are
posited, more could be
done to enhance the ev-
ery-day lives of those who
see interferences with their
rights. As such, it is neces-
sary to highlight some of
those reoccurring human
right issues.

Human rights become
relevant for us in the con-

text of the ftragic homi-
cides resulting from abuse
and domestic violence
especially against young
women because this issue
treads upon one’s right to
life, freedom from torture,
inhumane, and degrading
treatment; respect for pri-
vate and family life; and
the prohibition of discrim-
ination.  Moreover, the
jurisprudence from around
the world trends towards
the use of human rights,
in addition to criminal law,
as a legal tool for holding
authorities  accountable
for failing to provide pro-
tective measures and ef-
fective deterrence.
Another discussed issue
is the suppression of the
freedom of expression to
enforce political ‘loyalty’
or silencing opinions that
may damage a particu-
lar promoted narrative. It
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is important to remember
that everyone is entitled
to freedom of thought
and conscience as it cre-
ates a ‘marketplace of
ideas’ which is inherent to
any democracy to safe-
guard against fotalitarian-
ism. Also, the freedom of
expression, which as one
court puts if, ‘constitutes
one of the essential foun-
dafions in a democratic
society’” and one of the
‘basic conditions for the
progress and develop-
ment of every man'’.

The  exploitation  of
workers is another issue,
partficularly in the tourism
sector where workers are
sometimes overworked,
underpaid, subjected to
racism and discriminato-
ry behaviour from fourists
and others with impuni-
ty. Sometimes, one might
think whether the ‘tourism
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dollar” is even mightier
than basic regard for the
human rights of workers
and the public. Of rele-
vance here is the prohi-
bition of discrimination,
whether direct or indi-
rect, which is based on
the principle of equality
and a positive obligation
fo combat discrimination,
whether it arises from ac-
tions or omissions. There
is no justification what-
soever for discrimination;
however, there is a grey
area where the rights of
non-nationals might be
limited by statutory and
treaty arrangements. The
rights within this grey area
must be addressed as a
collective in terms of how
we, as a society, wish fo
treat such individuals and
empower them through
equal and equitable mea-
sures.

LIAT granted
approval
to return to

Barbados, SVG

LIAT has secured
landing rights info
Barbados and St. Vin-
cent and the Grena-
dines ending a fwo
week long stalemate.
The airline’s court
appointed Administra-
tor, Cleveland Sea-
forth, confirmed that
airport authorities in
Bridgetown gave LIAT
clearance to resume
flights tfo the island

cont’d on pg 4

‘with  immediate ef-
fect’.
Seaforth revealed

that Barbados author-
ities wanfed a new
application for landing
rights and, affer the
airline complied, per-
mission was granted.
Barbados persisted in
their demand despite
the fact that LIAT had
a valid license to op-
erate info Barbados

APUA ELECTRICITY
MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

These planned outages are necessary for our continuous
upgrade and maintenance programme to provide reliable and
consistent service to our customers.

Date: Monday 14th December 2020

Time: 8:00AM - 2:00PM

Affected areas: Motor Pool & Piggotts Main Road

Date: Wednesday 16th December 2020

Time: 8:30AM - 12:00PM

Affected areas: Section of Point near the Fisheries Complex

Date: Thursday 17th December 2020
Time: 10:00AM - 11:30AM
Affected areas: Section of Glanvilles and Seatons

Date: Friday 18th December 2020

Time: 8:30AM - 1:00PM

Affected areas: Section of Old Road near the school

Kindly note that this schedule is subject to slight variation.
Changes will be communicated on the APUA Facebook page.

Any service disruptions outside of this schedule were not
anticipated. For further information and updates please call 311.

Visit us at www.apua.ag
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ABTA chairperson earns
doctorate from UWI

Chairman of the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Tourism
Authority (ABTA), Dr. Lor-
raine Headley-Raeburn,
was awarded the Doctor-
afe in Business Administra-
tion from the Sagicor Cave
Hill School of Business and
Management, University of
the West Indies.

The ABTA said her re-
search focused on how
companies, particularly
those in the hospitality in-
dustry, can use customer
perspectives and feedback
to boost the quality of their
services and products es-
pecially given the exten-
sive use of online customer
feedback mechanisms such
as TripAdvisor and the
growing influence of the
voice of the customer.

Her study adds to
body of work which will
lend to organisations im-
proving their marketplace
identity and customer rep-
utation, derive insight driv-
en strategic objectives and
more ably utilise their stra-
tegic resources for com-

the

&

Chairman of the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority (ABTA)
Dr. Lorraine Headley-Raeburn

petitive gain while enhanc-
ing both customer and
stakeholder satisfaction.
Her research also high-
lighted the fact that broad
diversity matters at all levels
of the organisation, more
so at the governance and
executive level, particularly
in the area of diversity of
thought and perspectives.
According to Dr. Head-
ley-Raeburn, “My research

supported propositions
that firms’ resource choic-
es are driven by the social
norms within the firm, in-
dustry and society plus the
critical need for seamless
infegration of customer and
stakeholder perspectives in
company decisions.” She
also indicated that, “I am
looking forward fo incor-
porating my research in
helping organisations em-

brace new and more di-
verse perspectives by de-
cision makers, at both the
employee, management
and board levels, to garner
improved performances.”

Dr. Headley-Raeburn has
been the Chairperson of
Anfigua Commercial Bank
since 2016, Chairperson of
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Tourism Authority since
2019 and is Co-founder
and Director of Keyonna
Beach Resort in Antigua
established in 2011.

She has also served as
Director General of Tourism
for Antigua and Barbuda.

Dr. Headley-Raeburn
was born and raised in the
United Kingdom where she
obtained her first degree in
Mathematics and Econom-
ics from Girton College,
Cambridge University. She
continued her studies af
the University of the West
Indies where she com-
pleted a Masters Degree
in  Business Administration
following her move to Anti-
gua in the early 1990s.

cont’d from pg 3

until July 2024.
Seaforth further con-
tended that the argu-
ment being made that
there is a distinction
between LIAT (1974
Ltd.) and LIAT (under
administration) is arti-
ficial as both refer to
the same company.
Flights into Barbados
are expected to com-
mence this weekend.

Meanwhile, fthe Ad-
ministrator confirmed
that LIAT’s issues with

St.  Vincent and the
Grenadines’ Argyle
International Airport

have been settled and
an agreement reached.
The airline will be re-
quired to pay its fees
to that country in ad-
vance and the other
administrative differ-

ences have been sef-

tled which will allow
the airline fo resume
flights.

LIAT returned to a

limited schedule of op-
eration on November
30, but the authorities
in Barbados and St
Vincent and the Gren-
adines announced new
guidelines which nega-
tively affected the air-

line’s operations info
those countries. The
move spurred a wave

of disapproval for both
counfries that washed
across the region.

“l just want us fto land
in these countries with
no further obstacles
then | will be alright,”
said a clearly relieved
Seaforth.



EXZEN LocaL News

WEDNESDAY, 16 DECEMBER, 2020

POINT

Pringle: Go back to the IMF!

Leader of the Opposition, Jama-
le Pringle, wants the government to
refurn to the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) to borrow money to
meet its shortfall in revenues.

Speaking on the Antigua Com-
mercial Bank (ACB) loan agreement
bill in the House of Representatives
on Tuesday, Pringle said he did not
support the government borrowing
the $126 million at an ‘exorbitant in-
terest rate’.

“Why we, the people of Anti-
gua and Barbudag, should look at
this facility when the government
should be able to borrow monies
at concessionary rate? For example,
I think, and the government tries to
avoid it, to have a relationship with
the IMF. We all know the situation;
the government’s back is against
the wall as it literally has ho money.
We hear the cry every day: with this
pandemic, why not approach the
IMF?2” he asked.

Pringle added that at one percent
inferest, the payments over fime
would save the country money. He

said pursuing an IMF loan at one
percent, versus a loan from ACB at
6.5 percent, would net the country
$30 million over the life of the loan.

The opposition leader also con-
tends that taking a loan over $127
million from ACB could very well
undermine the main. Additional-
ly, he accused the government of
depriving small businesses of loans
to finance their operations. He also
charged the government with tak-
ing a large slice of the loan port-
folio.

In response to the opposition
leader, Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Finance, Lennox Weston, said
going to the IMF is not in the best
interest of Antigua and Barbuda at
this fime.

He said the IMF is considered
‘lender of last resort’” and countries
only approach this instifution for as-
sistance when they have nowhere
else to turn. Additionally, IMF loans
come with harsh conditions that
countries must implement in order
to meet the loan obligations. He

also said that the countfry’s reputa-
tion would suffer.

“When you declare bankruptcy as
a country, the reputational damage
is massive. Nobody does business
with a bankrupt country; no inves-
tor comes to a bankrupt country.
All your financial systems are un-
der threat so that when you go to
the IMF it is not only about what
interest rate you get. The biggest
cost of going to the IMF is reputa-
tional damage and not being able
to drive private investment in the
economy because people know you
can’t manage your finances proper-
ly,” he warned.

He noted that going to the IMF
for a bail out would be conceding
to the world you have no ideas or
capacity.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne,
who infroduced the bill, said the
government is using the facility to
consolidate several existing loans
with ACB into one loan that will be
repaid over a longer period of fime
at a reduced monthly payment.

22-year old fined for
unruly behaviour in court

A young mother who
wanted to receive her
child support payment
in order to get back
to work, and who later
created a scene at the
St. John’s Magistrates’
Court, will have fo pay
for her actions.

Jene James, 22, was
fined a total of $400 for
disorderly conduct and
making use of indecent
language. Chief Mag-
istrate  Joanne Walsh
ordered that she pay
$200 on each charge.

The woman, a moth-
er of two, went to the
court on December 11
to collect child main-
tenance payments.
There, she was met
with a long queue of
others doing the same.
Reports indicate that
she demanded imme-
diate aftention and re-
fused to wait her turn
as she wished fo return
fo work.

As a result of her poor
conduct, the court’s
employees refused her

demand for immediate
service and insisted
that she wait. A magis-
trate who was present
at the time also inter-
vened and asked her
to be calm.

The woman spurned
the magistrate’s ad-
vice and resumed her
outburst outside of the
Gary’s Farm facility.

The Cashew Hill res-
ident was then arrest-
ed by the police and
charged with the of-
fences.

James’ lawyer re-
quested leniency on her
behalf, but the magis-
trate did not accede
to his request pointing
out that the client had
been warned about her
conduct.

James also offered an
apology to the court in
which she promised not
to repeat her uncouth
actions.

Should she fail to pay
the fines, she will face
jail time of up to one
month.
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Port workers cautioned:
“Protect your jobs!”

Antigua Port Authority
employees have been
put on notice that they
are placing their jobs at
risk if they make good
on their threat of indus-
trial action at the na-
tion’s main seaport.

The warning came
from Prime Minister,
Gaston Browne, in a
statement made to the
House of Representa-
tives on Tuesday.

PM Browne was re-
sponding to a letter
from the Deputy General
Secretary of the Antigua
and Barbuda Workers
Union (ABWU), Ches-
ter Hughes, in which he
gave a deadline of De-
cember 15, 2020, for the

port authority to pay
bonuses to the staff or
face industrial action.
In the letter dated
December 11, 2020, the

union demanded out-
standing bonus pay-
ments for the period

2016-18 and for the year
2020. It stated that the
workers had performed
‘above and beyond’
duty under the circum-
stances and therefore
were requesting a bo-
nus of 3.5 percent fthis
year.

“We are therefore of-
ficially putting you on
notice that if you fail to
comply in reaching an
agreement on the pay-
ment and fthe quanftum

MOM'S CRISTMAS
WISH LIST

+NEW CAR

> INSURANCE
> LICENSING

> REGISTRATION

> PLATES
> SERVICE
> GAS

> UP TO 5 YEARS WARRANTY
> SPIN THE WHEEL

> PLAY PLINKO
DISCOUNTS
WIN PRIZES

LOTS OF SURPRISES

VOUCHERS

AVAILABLE FINANCING
AND MUCH MORE

OWN A NEW SUZUKI VITARA
ONLY $70,350

ANTIGUA'S #| AUTOMOTIVE DEALERSHIP
VISIT OUR SHOW ROOM ON OLD PARHAM ROAD | TEL: 481-2500

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY | OFFER VALID UNTIL [STH JANUARY 2021

HADEED MOTORS LTD.

by December 15, we will
take industrial action
against your establish-
ment under the laws of
Antigua and Barbuda,”
the union’s missive de-
clared.

In response, PM
Browne who has minis-
terial responsibility for
the port, noted that the
collective agreement
speaks to bonuses be-
ing paid on the basis of
productivity. He confin-
ved that operations at
the port, however, have
been negatively impact-
ed by the COVID-19
pandemic.

“The port did not gen-
erate enough money fo
pay bonuses. If we are
to define productivity,
there is no basis for the
claim as there has been
no increase in produc-
tivity nor any increase
in profitability”

The prime  minister
told the Parliament that
in the early months of
the pandemic all 250
port workers, except for
a skeletal staff of 25,
were sent home for two
months and were paid
in full during that time.
The 25 who remained to
keep the port operation-
al have since received
an ex gratia payment.

In a stern warning to
the workers, the prime
minister noted that the
port is heavily over-
staffed. He also poinfed
out that, while the for-
mer UPP administration
instituted a voluntary
separation programme,
his administration dis-

continued this arrange-
ment in deference fo
the workers.

“The port has seen a
40 percent reduction in
volume and a 40 per-
cent reduction in pro-
ductivity. The port s
unable to meet certain
financial obligations in-
cluding the loan from
the Chinese Ex-Im Bank.
For workers to demand
bonus payments under
these circumstances will
undermine the financial
viability of the port,” he
stated.

He explained that
wages and salaries at
the port are higher than
in many other govern-
ment entfities and cau-
tioned that should a
strike take place, the
government will be left
with no option but to
furlough some workers
and reinstate the vol-
untary separation pro-
gramme.

Meanwhile, the Anti-
gua and Barbuda De-
fense Force has been
placed on standby
should the matter esca-
late to industrial action.

Additionally, the attor-
ney general has issued
an order providing pro-
tection for the govern-
ment for 21 days.

The prime  minister
said industrial action at
this time will have a se-
verely negative impact
on the economy during
the COVID-19 crisis.

The matter of the port
workers will be dis-
cussed af foday’s meet-
ing of the Cabinet.
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State of Emergency
extended to March 31, 2021

The State of Emergency
(SoE) that has been in place
in  Anfigua and Barbuda
since the end of March this
year has been extended until
March 31, 2021.

This followed the adoption
of a mofion by the House
of Representatives to extend
the provisions of the Stafte of
Emergency fo at least the end
of the first quarter of 2021.

The measure is being im-
plemented by the govern-
ment as part of its ongoing
effort fo combat the spread
of the COVID-19 virus which
is now responsible for five
deaths in the country; three

local and two imported.

The country has record-
ed 148 confirmed cases and
there are five active cases.

In tabling the motion, Prime
Minister Gaston Browne said
extending the SoE was neces-
sary as the government must
confinue measures to contain
the spread of the virus.

“Whereas the government
of Anfigua and Barbuda is
satfisfied that the confinued
effectiveness of the various
protocols and measures fo
control the dangerous effec-
tive disease requires that the
state of emergency be con-
tinued for a further period of

three months or unfil the 3lst
March, 2021” the motion stat-
ed.

Browne said if is important
that the government keep
the measures in place even
though several vaccines will
become available next year.

He underscored the impor-
tance of keeping the coun-
try’s active cases low in light
of the fact that a sense of
normality will refurn to the
world by the end of the first
quarter of 2021. Browne said
the United States and other
countries will likely urge their
citizens to avoid travel fo
countries with high rates of

infection in favour of destina-
tions which have managed
to contain the spread of the
disease.

Both members of the parlia-
mentary opposition - Oppo-
sition Leader Jamale Pringle
and the member for Barbu-
da, Trevor Walker -  vocifer-
ously opposed the extension
of the State of Emergency.

Pringle said it represents an
infringement of the personal
freedoms of citizens and res-
idents. Walker, on the other
hand, contended that health
protocols can be enforced
without extending the State
of Emergency.

No new cases in the latest COVID-19 update

The latest COVID-19
update released by the
Mount St. John's Medical
Center (MSJMC) has re-
vealed no new laboratory
confirmed cases in Anfi-
gua and Barbuda as of
Monday 14th December
2020 at 6:00 pm.

The Ministry of Health
said subsequent to the
publication of the dash-
board on Sunday 13th
December 2020 with the
cut off time of 6:00 pm,
sixty-three samples were
processed at the Mount
St. John’s Medical Center
which increased the pend-
ing results from zero to
sixty-three.

“All sixty-three samples
processed by MSIMC
yielded negatfive results
and are reflected in the
total tested and tofal sam-
ples taken columns of the
dashboard. In addition,

one person has been hos-
pitalized at the Infectious
Disease Contfrol Center
bringing that total to two,”
the ministry added.

The total number of per-
sons with laboratory con-
firmed COVID-19 cases in
Anfigua and Barbuda re-
mains at one hundred and
forty-eight (148) including
six (6) active cases and
five (5) deaths.

Meanwhile, seventy-two
samples are pending; for-
ty (40) from MSJMC and
thirty-two (32) from CAR-
PHA.

The statement drew at-
tention to the fact that
the epidemiology unit has
made a change tfo the
classification of deaths to
correctly reflect 3 non-im-
ported and 2 imported.

This publication includes
data for the 13th and 14th
December 2020.

~ COVID-19

Ministry of Health,
Wellness & Environment

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA DASHBOARD
15th December 2020  6:00pm
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PM announces tighter measures for
Westmoreland as COVID cases surge

Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew Holness

(Jamaica Gleaner): Jamaica Prime
Minister Andrew Holness has an-
nounced a fighter curfew and oth-
er COVID containment measures for
Westmoreland as cases of the infec-
tion continue fo surge.

Over the past couple of weeks,
health officials have been raising

alarm about the increase in COVID
cases in Westmoreland.

New COVID measures for Westmo-
reland:

1. Curfew 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. daily

(Effective Wednesday, December 16
to Thursday, December 31)

2. Public gathering

Limited to 10 people, down from
the 15 permitted elsewhere

3. Grand Market cancelled

4. Burials

(Remain at 15 persons)

In announcing the new measures
in Parlioment Tuesday, Holness said
Westmoreland has 117 active COVID
cases, 76 of which were confirmed
last week.

It also has a very high positivity
rate.

One out of every three persons
tested were positive for the coronavi-
rus,” Holness said.

Meanwhile, the prime minister said
the establishment of the field hospi-
tal in the parish was delayed due
to recent heavy rains. At the same
time, the four hospitals in the west-
ern region are currently at 80 to 90
percent bed occupancy. The Savan-
na-la-mar hospital is up to 87 percent
occupancy with 15 of 18 COVID beds
occupied.

Some 18 patients in the emergen-
cy section of the hospital are also
awaiting bed.

T&T Central Bank paints
grim picture of economy

(Trinidad Guardian): The Central Bank
of Trinidod and Tobago (CBTT) has
painted a grim picture of T&T’s econo-
my in its latest Monetary Policy Report.

The Bank said economic activities
contracted in the first half of 2020 in
both the energy and non-energy sec-
tors. A decline in output was seen in
natural gas, crude oil, liquefied natural
gas (LNG) and petrochemicals, espe-
cially methanol and ammonia.

“As several businesses closed and oth-
ers reduced their operations, declines
were recorded for several non-energy
secfors, such as Wholesale and Refail
Trade (Excluding Energy), Construction,
and Manufacturing (Excluding Energy

and Pefrochemicals)” The report read.

It noted that labour market adjust-
ments included furloughed employment,
layoffs, pay cuts, and reductions in
working hours.

It added;, “Despite the gradual
re-opening of the economy, labour de-
mand softened, resulting in higher re-
trenchments. Job advertisements in the
print media, a proxy for labour demand,
declined during May to October 2020

However, growth was recorded for
Real Estate Activities and the Financial
and Insurance Activities.

It revedled that the Government’s ac-
counts came under increased strain in
fiscal year (FY) 2019/20 as a result of

the COVID-19 crisis. The Bank revealed
that data from the Ministry of Finance
show that the budget deficit jumped to
1.2 per cent (as a per cent of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)) in FY2019/20
from 2.6 per cent in FY2018/19.

Public revenue collections declined
by 271 per cent in FY 2019/20 from
FY2018/19 due to lower energy pric-
es and a smaller corporation tax take
as business operations were curtailed.
Public expenditures, however, increased
due to higher outlays on transfers and
subsidies and the capital programme to
shore up the health system and support
those adversely affected by the pan-
demic.
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Exonerated: SOCU drops ‘politically-motivated’
charges against Dr. Singh, Brassington

(Guyana Chronicle): Charges laid
by the Special Organised Crime
Unit (SOCU) against former Finance
Minister, Dr. Ashni Singh, and for-
mer head of the National Industrial
and Commercial Investments Limited
(NICIL), Winston Brassington, have
been withdrawn, exonerating the
public officials who were victims of a
“politically-motivated” attempt, under
the former APNU+AFC Government,
to taint their character.

When the case was called before
the Chief Magistrate, Ann Mclen-
nan, at the Georgetown Magistrates’
Court, on Monday, SOCU prosecu-
tors informed the court that they will
not be proceeding with the charges
against the defendants. This was also
confirmed by the men’s Attorney, Sase
Gunraj. The withdrawal of charges
against the duo comes weeks after
Chief Justice Roxane George ruled,
in the High Court, that the charges

against Dr. Singh and Brassington
must go fo trial at the Magisterial
Court.

The defendants had challenged the
legality of the charges laid against
them by the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions (DPP) Shalimar Ali-Hack,
SC. Their lawyers had argued that
the charges of misconduct in pub-
lic office, contrary to common law, is
an abuse of process, malicious, bi-
ased, capricious, arbitrary, and with-
out proper evidential basis. They also
contended that the charges were
made in bad faith, and were unrea-
sonable, discriminatory, unlawful, and
influenced by irrelevant and improper
considerations and motives, null, void,
and of no effect.

In April 2018, Dr. Singh, who is now
the Senior Minister with responsibil-
ity for Finance in the Office of the
President, and Brassington, were first
charged and released on $6 million

bail each.

The first charge alleged that, on
Monday December 28, 2009, by way
of an agreement of sale and pur-
chase, they “acted recklessly” when
they sold to Natfional Hardware Guy-
ana Limited, lands belonging to the
state amounting to 103.88 acres, for
the sum of $598 million (Vat exclu-
sive), without first having procured a
valuation of the said property from
a competent valuation officer. The
second charge alleged that the duo,
on Tuesday December 30, 2008, by
way of agreement of sale and pur-
chase, “without due diligence,” sold
to Scady Business Corporation, State
lands located af Liliendaal, amount-
ing to 4,700 acres, for the sum of
$150 million, knowing that the said
property was valued at $340 million
by Rodrigues Architects Associate.

The Great House Antigua

Barbados may get
World Bank loan

Barbados appears emerged as the IMF
close to securing $200 concluded in its lat-
million in concession- est staff report that
al funding from the Barbados’ ability to
World Bank after 27 repay its IMF loans
years of being cut-off was “adequate”.
from such financing. Under the terms
A Government of- of its expanded Ex-

- ficial and the Inter- tended Fund Facili-
national Monetary ty (EFF), Barbados is

Fund (IMF) confirmed

scheduled to borrow
$928 million from the

THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN THE CARIBBEAN

A 350 year old sugar plantation house turned
exclusive hotel and restaurant.

The mixture of an elegant atmosphere, sophisticated
food and unique characteristics create an
awe-inspiring stay. Our restaurant is open every
Sunday, reservations are required.

WWW. THEGREATHOUSEANTIGUA.COM
BOOKINGS@THEGREATHOUSEANTIGUA.COM

that the budget sup-

port was now under
consideration by the
infernational finan-
cial institution and
could be provided by
the time the finan-
cial year ended next

March 31.

This development

IMF, which also said
that while short-term
risks to debt sustain-
ability had increased,
this was “mitigated
by Barbados’ strong
track record under
the EFF-supported
programme”. (SC)
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Mitch McConnell: Top Trump ally
breaks silence to congratulate Biden

(BBC World News) A top
member of US President
Donald Trump’s Republi-
can Party, Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell, has congratfulated
Joe Biden on winning the

presidential election last
month.
Senator McConnell

spoke after the Electoral
College formally confirmed
Mr Biden's victory over Mr
Trump.

The Democrat won 306
Electoral College votes to

U. S. President-elect Joe Biden

Mr Trump’s 232.

President Trump still re-
fuses to concede, making
unsubstantiated claims of
widespread fraud.

Relations with the Senate,
currently controlled by the
Republicans, will be crucial
to Mr Biden’s presidency.

He visited Atlanta, Geor-
gia, to campaign for the
Democrats in next month’s
Senate run-off elections.
Two seatfs will be decided
on 5 January and could
determine whether or nof
his party takes control of

the chamber. Democrats
already control the House
of Representatives.

After Monday’s confir-
mation of Mr Biden’s vic-
tory, three world leaders
whose refusal to congrat-
ulate the president-elect
had been commented
widely, did so on Tuesday:
Russia’s  Viladimir  Pufin,
Brazil's Jair Bolsonaro and
Mexico’s Andrés Manuel
Lopez Obrador.

Speaking on the Senate
floor, Mr McConnell said he
had hoped for a “different

result” from the 3 Novem-
ber election but the elec-
toral college had spoken.
“So today | want to con-
gratulate  President-elect
Joe Biden,” he said.

Also congratulating Mr
Biden’s running-mate, Ka-
mala Harris, he added: “All
Americans can take pride
that our nation has a fe-
male vice president-elect
for the very first fime.”

Mr Biden said later he
had phoned Mr McConnell
to thank him for the con-
gratulations and the two
had agreed to “get to-
gether sooner than later”.

In an interview to ABC
News, Ms Harris said she
welcomed Mr McConnell’s
comments. “It would have
been better if it were ear-
lier but it happened, and
that’s what’s most import-
ant. Let’'s move forward.
And where we can find
common  purpose and
common ground, let’s do
that.”

Senate Democratic
Leader Chuck Schumer
urged Mr Trump to “end
his term with a modicum
of grace and dignity”.

Hack may have exposed deep
US secrets; damage yet unknown

BOSTON (AP) — Some
of America’s most deep-
ly held secrets may have
been stolen in a disciplined,
monthslong operation be-
ing blamed on elite Rus-
sian government hackers.
The possibilities of what
might have been purloined

are mind-boggling.

Could hackers have ob-
tained nuclear secretfs?
COVID-19 vaccine datfa?
Blueprints for next-genera-
tion weapons systems?

It will fake weeks, may-
be years in some cases,
for digital sleuths combing

through US. government
and private industry net-
works to get the answers.
These hackers are con-
summate pros at covering
their fracks, experts say.
Some theft may never be
detected.

What’s seems clear is

that this campaign — which
cybersecurity experts says
exhibits the tactics and
techniques of Russia’s SVR
foreign intelligence agen-
cy — will rank among the
most prolific in the annals
of cyberespionage.

US. government agen-

cont’d on pg 13



EXZIE) INTERNATIONAL NEWS
France replaces lockdown

with evening curfew

Police are carrying out spot checks during the curfew

(BBC  World News)
France has replaced its
second national lock-

down with a night curfew.

People will not be al-
lowed out of the house
between 20:00 and 06:00
without an authorisation
form.

Christmas Eve will be
exempt, but the rule will
stay in place for New
Year’s Eve. Bars and
restaurants are to remain
closed until at least 20
January.

The number of peo-
ple in France who have
died from coronavirus
infections rose by 790
on Tuesday to a total of
59,072.

People in France are no
longer required to print or
download an official jus-
tification for leaving their
homes during the day.

But with daily infection
rates more than double
the 5,000-a-day target, a
night curfew is being im-
posed and spot checks

WEDNESDAY, 16 DECEMBER, 2020

will be implemented.

Neighbouring Germa-
ny is introducing a hard
Christmas lockdown on
Wednesday after the
number of infections
there hit record levels.

Non-essential shops will
close across the country,
as will schools, with chil-
dren to be cared for at
home wherever possible.

Restaurants, bars and
leisure cenfres have al-
ready been shut in Ger-
many since November.

Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel has blamed
Christmas shopping for a
“considerable” rise in so-
cial contacts.

The new lockdown will
run from 16 December to
10 January, but this will be
relaxed from 24 to 26 De-
cember when one house-
hold will be able to invite
a maximum of four close
family members from oth-
er households.

Elsewhere, a five-week

POINTE-PRESS

lockdown in the Nether-
lands is the strictest set
of measures announced
in the country since the
pandemic began.

Non-essential shops,
cinemas, hairdressers and
gyms have all closed and
schools will follow suif on
Wednesday. People have
also been told to refrain
from booking non-essen-
tial travel abroad until
mid-March.

But restrictions will be
eased slightly for three
days over Christmas,
when Dutch households
are allowed three instead
of two guests.

In the UK, London en-
ters England’s  highest
tier of lockdown rules on
Wednesday. Pubs and
restaurants must close,
except for takeaway and
delivery, and indoor en-
tertainment venues such
as theatres, bowling al-
leys and cinemas must
remain shut.

tary Chris Miller told CBS News there

and piled up — would triple the

cont’d from pg 13
cies, including the Treasury and
Commerce departments, were

among dozens of high-value pub-
lic- and private-sector targets known
to have been infilfrated as far back
as March through a commer-
cial software update distributed to
thousands of companies and gov-
ernment agencies worldwide. A Pen-
tagon statement Monday indicated
it used the software. It said it had
“issued guidance and directives to
protect” its networks. It would not
say — for “operational security rea-
sons” — whether any of its systems
may have been hacked.

On Tuesday, acting Defense Secre-

was so far no evidence of compro-
mise.

In the months since the update
went out, the hackers carefully exfil-
trated datg, often encrypting it so it
wasn’t clear what was being taken,
and expertly covering their tracks.

Thomas Rid, a Johns Hopkins cy-
berconflict expert, said the cam-
paign’s likely efficacy can be com-
pared to Russia’s three-year 1990s
“Moonlight Maze” hacking of U.S.
government targets, including NASA
and the Pentagon. A U.S. investiga-
tion determined the height of the
documents stolen — if printed out

height of the Washingfon Monument.

In this case “several Washington
Monument piles of documents that
they took from different government
agencies is probably a realistic es-
timate,” Rid said. “How would they
use that? They themselves most likely
don’t know yet.”

The Trump administration has not
said which agencies were hacked.
And so far no private-sector victims
have come forward. Traditionally,
defense contractors and felecom-
munications companies have been
popular targets with state-backed
cyber spies, Rid said.
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HAVANA  (Reuters) -
Cuba on Tuesday rejected
a US. government report
concluding that directed
radio frequency was the
most plausible explanation
for mysterious ailments suf-
fered by U.S. diplomats in
Havana and elsewhere,
calling it more “very un-
likely”  hypothesis  than
“demonstrated fact”

Between 2016 and 2018,
dozens of US. embas-
sy staff, largely in Cubq,
reported symptoms that
included  hearing loss,
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INTERNATIONAL News [EESTY
Cuba rejects U.S. report on

diplomat health incidents

Ty

US Embassy Havana, Cuba
vertigo, headaches and
fatigue, a pattern consis-
tent with mild traumatic
brain injury that came to
be known as the “Havana
syndrome.”

Canada has said more
than a dozen of its em-
bassy staff and relatfives
stationed in Havana expe-
rienced similar sympfoms.

The administration of U.S.
President Donald Trump
said the diplomats were
attacked by some sort of
secret weapon. Cuba has
repeatedly said there is no

evidence for that and de-
nied any involvement.

The Cuban Academy of
Sciences said on Tuesday
the report by the US. Na-
tional Academies of Sci-
ences, Engineering, and
Medicine, commissioned
by the US. State Depart-
ment and published on
Dec. 6, gives no scientific
evidence of the existence
of radio frequency waves.

“Cuba’s Academy of Sci-
ences disagrees with the
final conclusion regard-
ing the causes of the ail-

AD SPAGE IS NOW AVAILABLE
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ments,” the academy said
in a statement read to
journalists by its President
Luis Velazquez.

Velazquez, who did not
take any questions af the
news briefing in Hava-
na, said the “investigation
about these health ail-
ments has suffered from a
lack of fluid communica-
tion between U.S. and Cu-
ban scientists.”

U.S. officials say off the
record they cannot coop-
erate with Cuba on such
a sensitive investigation
where its Communist gov-
ernment has a strong in-
terest in the outcome.

Cuba said the Trump ad-
ministration has used the
health incidents to further
its political agenda of dis-
mantling U.S.-Cuban rela-
tions, after Trump’s prede-
cessor Barack Obama had
worked to improve diplo-
matic ties with Havana.

The administration re-
duced the U.S. embassy in
Havana to skeletal staffing
and hiked its warning on
travel to Cuba following
the mysterious incidents.
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QUICK CROSSWORD
1 Regiment of the Household Cavalry (4,6)
7 Norwegian parliament (8)
8 Cosy corner (4)
9 Dilapidated building (4)
10 Legal pardon (7)
12 Where performers are congratulated by the audience (7,4)
14 Tailor-made (7)
16 Pleased (4)
19 Unpleasant child (4)
20 Hot spell (4,4)
21 African country founded in 2011 (5,5)
1By and by (5)
2 Horseshoer (7)
3 Grasp securely (4)
4 Altercation (8)
5 Reel, say (5)
6 Special website bringing together information from
diverse sources in a uniform way (6)
11 Impertinent rejoinder (8)
12 Fruit with a stone (6)
13 Permitted (7)
15 Paved area next to a house (5)
17 English county (5)
18 Felines (4)
DAILY COMICS [SUDOKU
Dilbert
WHENT SAY WENEED |i| Do You MIND TF T ] v 5 7 2 4 2 3 5
TO REIMAGINE YOUR || ASK WHEN YOU FIRST § p.%;o}d&%r':\%)& sgegﬁ-?o
TOB, TTMEANS WE  |F] REALTZED THATMY 3] "HAPPY, AND WE HAD 9 517 7
NO LONGER NEED ANY— |3 JOB LIAS TOTALLY ¢] THE BUDGET TO PAY
ONE TO DO WHAT UNNECESSARY? 2 YOU, S0. .. 7 1 8 (&) 8 1
¥OU HAVE BEEMN H i
DOING. { i 6 4 3 3 9|2
y 3373 : 8l2] 3|7 1 3
3 6 2 8|5 6
8 9 1 3 7 4
419 2 5
£\ HENY! THIS IS MY b 5 3 6 2 6 9 8
VIPEO CHAT WITH s»\mmj
M i’ () i e
o 512 6 7
b 7 1 1 4 9
9(3 7 8|5 2 6
4|5 7 3 2 8
1 5 7 2 8 1
Cathy 9 53 9 4] |5
— 6 9[8 4 3 219
e 0. (omoiz=...10.) CTES) S CAL W 7 wonn )
(MG PACKAGED WTH | {"canoiE PackAGED Wit { 006 Bout picxaoen witk | | | | M4 U RESKT SEEG | 6 7 6 7 8
AND MARSHIALLDAS ? | s st conest | | | | “Aio muooien awmeRes || | S tmmeimsers. 5 69 5
YES! NES! [ MES! ) i

,I__. s
4

Y

HOUSE FOR RENT
House for Rent — Concrete. Paynters. Six bedrooms, four bath-
rooms 4,400 sq. ft. EC$4,000.00 monthly. Call 736 -2425

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the
digits 1-9. There is no math involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and
logic.
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Sunrise
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YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

@ ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

It should be quite easy for you to
make decisions today, even the ones
that are usually real head-scratchers
for you. Your emotions are running
black and white, which helps to sim-
plify things quite a bit.

@ TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

You might need fo look past your deep
emotions foday if there’s a major fime
crunch and you have fo get a lot of
stuff done in a little bit of time. There
simply won't be time to explore your
feelings the way you might want to.

@GEMINI | May 21-June 20

It's a good day to focus on your
health. The clothes in your closet
haven’t been shrinking, despite what
youd like to think. Start keeping track
of what you eat each day and how
much exercise you get.

CANCER | June 21-luly 22

Your emotional intensity could be get-
ting in the way of things today, but
it'’s important for you not to get too
self-conscious about it. This is not a
good day to make major decisions.
Your judgment is a bit clouded.

LEO | luly 23-Aug. 22

No one can get away with any fool-
ishness around you tfoday!l When
someone comes along talking about
how important they are, you won't
buy it, nor should you. Have some fun
with them.

@ VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

You enjoy having your curiosity piqued
as much as the next person, but today
someone could be so mysterious that
you might be driven over the edge! They
get a kick out of giving you just enough
information to keep you intrigued.

@ LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

Even though you could be feeling
some serious peer pressure today,
dont compromise your beliefs. Show
people that you have principles and
you're not afraid to stand up for them.

@ SCORPIO Oct. | 23-Nov. 21

In every social interaction you have
today, it's important to stay true to
yourself. It's the best way to stay com-
fortable around others. You have an
infense energy that appeals to most
people.

@ SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Now is an excellent fime to take stock
of where you are and where you
want fo go in one of your personal
relationships. Things have been com-
plicated lately, and they need to be
addressed.

(%) CAPRICORN I Dec 22-Jan. 19

Today, making a fresh start seems like
the right way to solve a relationship
issue, but it might not be. Unless you
truly talk out what has been causing
strife between you and this other per-
son, nothing will really change.

(®) AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Right now, whatever you've got up
your sleeve should stay there: juicy
gossip, insider information, whatever.
Become a person of mystery and you
will succeed at creating quite a buzz
around yourself!

@ PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

You need to speak with conviction to-
day. Now is not the time to be wishy-
washy about things! People are look-
ing to you for guidance, and if you
show any hesitation about what you're
thinking, you'll lose their allegiance.

whar's ur: 2233
COMMUNITY NOTICES

SUBMISSION OF WORK PERMIT APPLICATION

The General Public is advised that the Work Permit Unit of the
Labour Department will not be accepting any applications for Work
Permits after December 15, 2020. The acceptance of applica-
tions will resume on January 4,2021. Also note that the final date
for receipt of payments for work permit applications, work permit
fees, CARICOM Skills Certificate applications and verification will
be December 29, 2020. All other services offered by the Unit will
be performed during regular working hours on work days. We sin-
cerely apologize for any inconvenience these changes may cause.

SDA CREDIT UNION AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the Antigua & Barbuda Sev-
enth-Day Adventist Co-operative Credit Union Limited will take
place on the Zoom Platform on Tuesday, December 15 at 6 pm.
All members are asked to contact the office at 562-3446 to receive
the Zoom link and an electronic copy of AGM booklet.

CHSS DARE TO D.E.A.R. BOOK DRIVE 2020

Clare Hall Secondary School is inviting past Clarehalites, entertain-
ers, radio personalities and the general public to participate in its
DARE to D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read) Book Drive 2020.
Send us a video recording about your favourite book and donate
a copy or multiple copies of that book to our school library. Give us
a call at 462-3487 or mail us at admin@chss.edu.ag. The book
drive culminates in December 2020. We DARE you to D.E.AR
with us and help us promote literacy amongst our students.

QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT

The Quality Assurance Unit, Ministry of Tourism will be suspending
operations from December 15, 2020 to January 15, 2021. All prop-
erty owners are asked to take note as no inspections and covid-19
certifications will be executed during this period. For more informa-
tion contact the department t 468-4061/4003.

CHSS TAKE-AWAY BREAKFAST

The staff and students of the Clare Hall Secondary School will host
a grand Take-Away Breakfast on Friday 11, December from 7am
to 9am, at the school. Tickets — $15.00.All Covid-19 protocols will
be observed. Past students are invited to call the school at 462-
3487 or lanthe Carr-Jenkins at 774-2881 to make donations of
prepared or unprepared breakfast items.

BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION AGM

All members of the Antigua and Barbuda Basketball Association
are asked to note that the 2020 Annual General Meeting will
be held on Tuesday 15 December, 2020 at 7:15pm, virtually via
ZOOM. Relevant documents and ZOOM link will be sent subse-
quently. Each team/club should have two representatives at this
meeting.

EXHIBITION & FAIR

The CAPE Entrepreneurship class of the YEEP learning Centre
will be hosting a “Show arf yuh skill set” Exhibition & Fair on Fri-
day, December 18 from 12 pm - 5 pm at the Rising Sun Cricket
Grounds. Come see future entrepreneurs display their work - food
and drinks, arts & craft, games and much more will be on sale and
on display. Bring yuh puss, wear yuh mask and distance yuh self
while you traverse. Come and support our future entrepreneurs.

Tell us what’s happening in your community.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag
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SUZUKI

ANTIGUA'S #1 MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERSHIP

www.hadeedmotors.com
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UNLOCK YOUR FUNSIDE WITH A NEW 2020 SUZUKI D-ZIRE.
CHOSE YOUR COLOUR, YOUR STYLE, YOUR WAY OF LIFE.

starting at INCLUDES

* Free Licensing-and Insurance
* Registratioh and Plates
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*On The Spot Financing Available
>>> UPGRADED FEATURES

* Power Windows * Reverse Camera * Touch Screen *  Automatic Headlamps
* Bluetooth * Parking Sensors * Automatic AC
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SPORTS NEWS

Michael Phelps not confident

Olympic legend Michael Phelps

Olympic
Michael
he’s skeptical about based
the state of

legend Tokyo

competition at the Olympics

won 23 gold medals
as the most decorated
Olympian of all-time.
“l can honestly say
that throughout my
whole entire career, i
don’t know if i ever
competfted in a clean
field,” Phelps said
Friday in an interview
with CNN Sports.

Tokyo Olympics will be clean

Fromthe 2012 London
Games , 130 athletes
were either banned or
disqualified for doping
offenses according to
Olympedia. A New
York Times report
found one of 100
competitors at the
2016 Rio Games have
served suspensions or

suspected

Phelps went on refurned medals due
to add that he to doping.

that The Tokyo Games

current Olympians are were rescheduled to
using performance summer of 2021 as a
Games next enhancing drugs and
Phelps said vyear and it’s largely rated the Olympics to pandemic.
on his own be “four or five” out
clean experience in five of ten when it comes tested
where he to clean athletes.

result of the Covid-19

Phelps said he was
rigorously
during his career.

Elite athletes need more
financial assistance

President of the Antigua and
Barbuda Athletic Association
Everton Cornelius says elite
athletes need more financial
assistance if they are going to
achieve any level of success.

Cornelius said athletes, when
seeking financial assistance
from the National Olympic
Committee (NOC), need to fol-
low protocols which prescribe
that they channel their request
through their local association
which in turn will make repre-
sentation tfo the NOC on ftheir
behalf.

The former national sprinter
acknowledged, however, that
more can be done to assist ath-
letes like C. J. Greene and Da-
neil ‘Bakka’ Bailey who perform

at the highest level without a
major sponsor. The lack of ad-
ditional assistance from the
NOC in cases like these, he as-
serts, will result in athletes be-
ing denied the tools they need
to prepare adequately for the
best chance of success.
Cornelius was also crifical of
some elite athletes who fail to
communicate adequately with
their local association after
achieving some success. He
said some athletes have adopt-
ed the attitude that their local
body ‘needs fthem’ instead of
appreciating that a beneficial
relationship requires reciprocity.
“No athletes can represent
Anfigua and Barbuda at the
Olympics, or any ofther ma-

jor events, without them being
sanctioned by their local body,”
Cornelius noted.

Meanwhile, PointeXpress
Sports wused the opportunity
with Cornelius to enquire when
the facilities at Yasco will be
completed. Cornelius said local
authorities are awaiting the re-
turn of the technicians who are
presently in St. Lucia completing
an assignment.

The technicians were on is-
land earlier this year to lay the
Mundo frack but left after the
start of the COVID-19 pandemic
for fear of becoming trapped in
Antigua away from their fami-
lies in Panama and ltaly when
border closures appeared inev-
itable.
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CWI medical team has
been outstanding

-

Cricket West Indies(CWI) Chief Executive Officer Johnny Grave

Cricket West Indies (CWI)
Chief  Executive  Officer
Johnny Grave has singled
out the CWI medical team
responsible for organising
the protocols and pre-
paring West Indies players
for bio-secured bubbles in

England last summer, the
Caribbean Premier League
recently held in Trinidad
and their ongoing four in
New Zealand.

No West Indies player
has returned a positive
COVID-19 result while oth-

er countries have struggled
coping with the protocols.

Graves, a guest on Pointe
FM'’s Touchline programme,
said West Indies is due to
tour Bangladesh in January
as part of the ICC future
tours.

A two-man team has just
returned from Dhaka where
they foured and inspected
the training facilities, hotels,
stadiums and hospitals the
Caribbean team are ex-
pected to utilise if the tour

happens.
CWI  just  completed
a Coaching Education

course in which over 100
women participated. Grave
said CWI and its region-
al partners have focused
and improved in the areas
of coaching, science and
technology over the last
two years.

He added that Crick-
et West Indies is keeping
an eye on the anficipated
growth and development
of the sport in the Unit-
ed States which will unlock
more opportunities for re-
gional players.

Concacaf restructure
women'’s l'eams calendar

Concacaf, and
member associations,
has restructured ifs
senior Women’s na-
tional teams’ calen-
dar “with the aim of
increasing the num-
ber of games nation-
al teams play in the
confederation.

Broken intfo two
parts, the calen-
dar will for 2021/22

be built around FIFA
World Cup qualifica-

tion and for 2023/24
see the introduction
of a Women’s Nation-
al league-the first
of any of the global
confederations to do

so.
The final round
of this competition
will see participa-

tion from four guest

nations outside of
Concacaf. The new
format is designed

to get more nation-

team matches
’rhroughou’r the con-
federation as well as,
with the invitation of
guest nations, cre-
ate more elite com-

petition in the final
round of the “nation-
al league’.

Official competi-

tion names are still
to be decided.

Both competitions
will finish with ma-
jor centralized tour-

naments in 2022 and
2024. Concacaf said

the new calendars
will more than dou-
ble the number of
official senior wom-
en’s national team
matches compared

with the current cy-
cle of competitions.
Photos Of the Ja-
maica female na-
tional team or play-
er and USA national
player or team.
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From left to right: Bolans players, Terez Parker, Tonya Martin, and Shawnisha Hector, Umpires Candis Butler and Melissa Lawrie

In the first match of Tuesday
evening in the Anfigua Barbuda
Cricket Association 10 Splash,
PIC Liberta Black Hawks de-
feated Massy United Combined
Schools. Massy United won the
toss and decided to bat. Com-
bined Schools scored 60 for
6 wickets off their allotted 10
overs while Black Hawks scored
61 for 2 in a winning reply.

The Man of the Match was
Black Hawks’ Kofi James for his
36 from 19 balls and 1 wicket
and 10 runs from his two overs.

In the second match last night,
Splash Jennings defeated Rising

/PHOTO NEVIL NICHOLLS - MORE SPORTS & EVENTS ANTIGUA

Sun Spartans by 4 runs.

Rising Sun Spartans won the
toss and chose to field. Jen-
nings scored 54 for 7 off of
their 10 overs. Rising Sun fell
short scoring 50 for 6 from
their 10 overs.

Orlando Pefers was named
Man of the Match after top-
ping the bowling with 2 wickets,
7 runs from his 20 overs and
having fop scored with 16 runs,
including one 6, from 15 balls.

Over the weekend the ABCA
10 Splash also witnessed the
historic inclusion of women.

Bolans Blasters fielded three
women in their squad - Terez
Parker, Tonya Martin and
Shawnisha Hector - and two

female Umpires - Candis Butler
and Melissa Lawrie.

Bolans Blasters fell fo Empire
Nation who won the toss and
decided to field, bowling out
their competition for 63 runs
for 4 wickets in their allocated
overs.

Empire Nation closed out the
match with 67 for 1in 6.5 overs.

PIC Liberta Black Hawks top
Zone 1 with 12 points from their
4 matches played closely tailed
by Rising Sun Spartans who are
also on 12 points by Net Run
Rate, 2.104 and 1.511 respective-
ly.

Pigotts Crushers sit at the top
of Zone 2 with 12 points from
their 4 matches.
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