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It should not be too 
difficult to explain the 
severe impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
on the world econo-
my, and more so, the 
economy of Antigua 
and Barbuda to even 
the so-called ‘man-
on-the-street ’.
Every facet of the 

economy has been hit 
hard by the fallout of 
the pandemic. We see 
it every day; thou-
sands of people have 
been unable to return 
to their jobs in the 
hotel sector, drivers 
sit idle at taxi-stands 
in the city and even 
the once bustling Ven-
dors’ Mall now seems 
to be moving in slow 
motion.
The pain that many 

have experienced this 
year is real. Many 
people, once proud 
of their ability to take 
care of themselves 
and their families, now 
reach out to charities 
in the hope of finding 
assistance to make 
ends meet.
The government has 

reported that its rev-
enues have declined 
sharply and statutory 
bodies have not been 
exempted as the So-
cial Security Scheme, 
upon which thousands 
of elderly depend for 
a monthly pension, 
has also suffered tre-
mendously.
The government has 

been creative in trying 
to come up with ways 
to minimise the effects 
of the pandemic on 
the economy. Unfor-
tunately, with many of 
the far reaching im-
plications of the pan-
demic out of the hands 
of the government, it 
has been powerless to 
affect change.
As if the impact of 

the pandemic was not 
enough, two weeks 
ago Antigua was del-
uged by unusual rain-
fall from an anomalous 
weather system which 
eluded the predictive 
capability of mete-
orologists. It caused 
widespread flooding 
in many parts of the 
island, particularly in 
the low lying commu-
nities in and around 
St. John’s and in West 
Palm Beach, Bolans 
which has been long 
known as a flood-
prone development.
The island is still 

counting the cost of 
the damage to prop-
erty and to the agri-
cultural sector. Early 
estimates indicate that 
more than 500 homes 
have been affected 
by the floods. When 
the final tally is in, 
the cost of the recent 
weather system to 
homeowners, agricul-
turalists and the gov-
ernment may very well 
approach $500 million 
if lost productivity is 

also factored in.
The COVID-19 pan-

demic coupled with 
the freak storm of 
November has been 
a double whammy for 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
both events whose se-
verity no one could 
have predicted.
As with the pandem-

ic, the government 
has had to turn to its 
very limited resources 
toward helping peo-
ple affected by the 
flood. Homes must be 
repaired, new furni-
ture sourced and peo-
ple made to feel safe 
again.
Many of these home-

owners were without 
insurance, therefore 
they turned to the 
government for help. 
No caring government 
could turn its back on 
people in dire need 
and so the govern-
ment went to work 
providing whatever 
assistance it could.
It came as no sur-

prise, given the cur-
rent circumstances, 
when the prime min-
ister announced that 
the government has 
been forced to consid-
er austerity measures 
which will be imple-
mented in 2021. This is 
less of a surprise too, 
when the forecast that 
the decline in revenue 
decline this year will 
be close to half a bil-
lion dollars.

No one likes to hear 
the term austerity, but 
we all have to be re-
alistic. There is no way 
that things can go on 
the way they have 
given the reduction in 
government revenue. 
The measures that 

are being contem-
plated have obviously 
been subjected to a 
great deal of thought 
and consideration and 
at a glance, it appears 
that their impact will 
not negatively affect 
the average person. 
One expects that the 

government will intro-
duce these measures 
and calculate their 
effects long before 
more stringent mea-
sures that will impact 
a greater cross sec-
tion of the populace 
are introduced.
At this point, we are 

all hopeful that the 
vaccines that have 
shown so much prom-
ise will be widely 
available in as short a 
time as possible. This 
in turn, will pave the 
way for life to return 
to some normality.
Only when travel 

returns to the pre-
COVID-19 era will we 
see economies such 
as ours in Antigua 
and Barbuda resume 
growth and expansion 
with the attendant 
benefits to us individ-
ually and collectively.

Belt tightening measures 
on the horizon
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The government is seriously con-
sidering introducing several aus-
terity measures in the new year as 
the economy continues to suffer the 
negative impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.
Prime Minister and Minister of 

Finance, Gaston Browne, said the 
proposed measures have become 
necessary as the country has seen 
a sharp decline in revenues since 
the pandemic brought economic 
activity to a virtual standstill.
On this week’s Browne and 

Browne show, the prime minister 
said revenue generated in the first 
quarter of 2020 were set to set a 
national record, but the arrival of 
the coronavirus in the country at 
the end of March and subsequent 
lockdown crippled economic prog-
ress and slowed revenue genera-
tion significantly. 
According to the finance minister, 

revenues for the first quarter of this 
year outstripped revenues for the 
same period in 2019 by approxi-
mately $200 million. By the end of 
September 2020, however, revenues 
were $200 million less than in the 
corresponding period last year.
“What this means is that there has 

been a $400 million turn around in 
our revenues and while we fully an-
ticipated that revenues will amount 

to over $1 billion by the end of the 
year, we will be happy if we are 
able to collect about $750 million 
by December 31,” he 3explained. 
He noted that at the end of Sep-

tember revenues amounted to just 
$562 million against the $765 million 
collected during the same period 
last year.
“We were on track to record 

one of the best years ever for the 
economy, but unfortunately due to 
COVID all our gains have since 
been eroded and this has been a 
severe strain on the level of gov-
ernment’s cash flow,” Browne ex-
plained.
Faced with the harsh reality of the 

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on the world’s economy, and the 
possibility of further losses until a 
vaccine is widely distributed by the 
middle of next year, the prime min-
ister said that the Cabinet consid-
ered the matter.
“We have no choice going into 

2021 but to realign revenues with 
our expenditures. Last Wednesday, 
Cabinet looked at some options 
that we are contemplating to adopt 
into the upcoming year. There are 
no final decisions yet on these mea-
sures, but I feel that it is important 
to alert the public on these possi-
bilities,” he stated.

PM Browne said whatever mea-
sures are put in place, they will not 
affect government bond holders 
as he is keen to ensure that confi-
dence in the government’s security 
remains high. 
Similarly, arrangements with local 

banks will not be affected.
The measures include the follow-

ing:
• Reducing real estate rentals 
by government from an aver-
age of 3 to 5 percent to 3 per-
cent over the next 36 months. 
• Reducing the rate of rent-
al of heavy duty equipment, 
backhoe and trucks etc., to 
33.33 percent.
• Strengthening property tax 
collection by ensuring that all 
properties are captured. This 
is expected to significantly in-
crease the yield.
• Enhance the collection of 
all taxes. Focus on AnB prop-
erties ensuring that they pay 
their ABST
• Reduce supplier-creditor 
credit by 50 percent including 
converting a portion to gov-
ernment bonds.
• Consider swapping govern-
ment lands to write off some 
debts in some cases.

Government considers austerity 
measures for 2021
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There has been a slight 
increase in the number of 
persons seeking assistance 
through the PDV Caribe An-
tigua and Barbuda Limited 
(PDVCAB) programme, ac-
cording to Operations Man-
ager Laurie Louard.
The programme, which is 

a subsidiary of the Petro-
Caribe agreement between 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
Venezuela, provides a num-
ber of benefits to pensioners 
including a “Utility Subsidy 
Programme” that contrib-
utes $100 monthly towards 
their utility bill.
As a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic many 
people, including pensioners, 
have experienced difficulties 
meeting their financial obli-
gations.
Louard said that many 

people are now expressing 
an interest in the food sub-
sidy programme, especially 
by the unemployed many 
of whom worked at hotels 
which were forced to close 
down their operations due 
to the pandemic.
“PDVCAB is still rolling 

along. We are of course 
seeing a slight increase in 
numbers of persons com-
ing in requesting assistance. 

Well this would be persons 
not registering so much but 
visiting the office asking how 
the assistance goes, how 
can I participate in the pro-
grammes offered by PDV 
Caribe,” Louard said.
PDVCAB’s food subsi-

dy programme, which is 
commonly referred to as 
the “‘Peoples’ Benefit Pro-
gramme’, provides approved 
beneficiaries with just over 
$200 monthly which can 
be redeemed for food and 
personal items from autho-
rised vendors.
“Now so far, since I would 

say about May or June, there 
has been a slight increase. 
It’s noticeable for persons 
coming in asking for assis-
tance for, like I said, basi-
cally or primarily through the 
food subsidy programme 
and we have persons who 
would have lost their jobs, 
most of them in the hospi-
tality sector as you would 
imagine because that is our 
main industry, and we have 
a few other persons as well 
who are coming in wanting 
to apply to the food sub-
sidy programme - checking 
to see if they would qualify 
to receive assistance for the 
“Food Subsidy Programme”.

So we have seen an in-
crease since, I would say, 
about June or so of persons 
coming in requesting assis-
tance,” he said.
Louard also disclosed 

that people who were on 
the programme before, but 
came off because their situ-
ations improved, are return-
ing for assistance.
Meanwhile, the operations 

manager said that regis-
tration of new pensioners 
to the ‘Utility Subsidy Pro-
gramme’ is underway. 
Registration commenced 

on November 3 and is ex-
pected to run until the end 
of the month.
Pensioners who have reg-

istered with the Social Se-
curity Scheme and have 
received their pension cards 
are eligible to apply for the 
programme.Registration may 
be done at Social Security’s 
Long Street office between 
9am and 2pm Monday to 
Friday.
 “We have also seen 

some persons now that we 
are registering for the Utili-
ty Subsidy Programme who 
did not. They have been 
pensioners for a few years 
now and they didn’t take up 
the offer before, but they are 

coming in now based on ev-
erything else that is happen-
ing. Since COVID, persons in 
the household are either on 
reduced hours, or they have 
been laid off, or some have 
lost their jobs up to this point 
and so they are seeking as-
sistance with those bills so 
they are registering with the 
‘Utility Subsidy’.
 “Previously, even though 

they would have been a 
pensioner for years now, 
they are coming in now to 
register to participate in the 
‘Utility Subsidy Programme’,” 
Louard said.
 Presently, there are 1,950 

persons registered for the 
‘Food Subsidy Programme’. 
7,200 have signed up for the 
‘Utility Subsidy Programme’.
 There is also an LPG sub-

sidy programme which op-
erates in Barbuda.
 Each month, PDVCAB 

spends just over one mil-
lion dollars on social pro-
grammes in Antigua and 
Barbuda.  
 Petro Caribe was creat-

ed by the late Venezuelan 
President, Hugo Chavez, 
as a means of sharing his 
country’s oil wealth with its 
neighbours in the Caribbean 
and Latin America.

More people seeking assistance from 
PDVCAB’s social support programmes
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A major investor fo-
rum is taking place on 
Thursday as the gov-
ernment rolls out its 
policy plans for the 
development of three 
areas in which it hopes 
nationals will assume 
lead roles.
The hybrid forum will 

be held virtually in 
part while participants 
attending at the San-
dals Grande Resort 
will receive in-person 
facilitation.
The forum is a joint 

undertaking of the 
government and the 
Economic Recovery 
Committee (ERC) which 
together will guide An-
tigua and Barbuda out 
of the economic mo-
rass brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
“This forum will high-

light the investment 
opportunities avail-
able in three major 
areas of development 
in Antigua and Bar-
buda: the Dredge Bay 

Development, now re-
named the Paradise 
Bay Development; the 
Willoughby Bay project 
and the Entrepreneur-
ship for Development,” 
the ERC stated.
It said the govern-

ment recognises the 
need to make invest-
ment opportunities 
available in order to 
build and develop the 
national economy.
Member of the ERC 

sub-committee plan-
ning the event, Paul 
Ryan, said the com-
mittee is very aware 
of the economic costs 
that many people have 
had to bear due to no 
fault of their own. He 
highlighted the loss of 
jobs in the hospitality 
and travel industries 
as examples. With this 
in mind, Ryan said re-
viving the economy 
and giving nation-
als the opportunity to 
reap greater rewards 
from development in 

the country has been 
one of the main con-
cerns of the commit-
tee.
Making specific ref-

erence to the Wil-
loughby Bay Devel-
opment, Ryan said 
the plan involved the 
development of three 
thousand acres of 
land into a thriving ur-
ban centre with ame-
nities including hotels, 
banks, insurance com-
panies, supermarkets 
and a marina. There 
will also be green ar-
eas, walkways and ar-
eas for parking. 
The businesses that 

will be prioritised in-
clude agriculture and 
agro-processing, tour-
ism and hospitality, 
property rentals, light 
manufacturing, com-
mercial services and 
entertainment.
Developed with tech-

nicians from key gov-
ernment departments 
playing lead roles, the 

plan will be developed 
in stages over of pe-
riod of ten to fifteen 
years in what is known 
as Transit Oriented 
Developments (TOD’s).
The development will 

start with one specific 
area with the other ar-
eas added over time, 
however, at the heart 
of the development is 
the central role of na-
tionals.
Thursday’s investor 

forum will allow the 
committee to present 
their plan to would-be 
investors and the pub-
lic who will be able to 
view on a number of 
live streams.
The Paradise Bay 

project calls for de-
velopment of several 
attractions to comple-
ment the expansion 
and redevelopment of 
the St. John’s Harbour. 
There, opportunities 
will be available for 
individuals to set up 
businesses.

ERC investor forum 
planned for Thursday
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By Shelton Daniel
The COVID-19 vaccines 

that have recently been 
developed and are show-
ing tremendous promise 
against the current pan-
demic are not exactly new, 
according to a local medi-
cal practitioner.
Dr. Courtenay Lewis, who 

appeared on Pointe FM’s 
Browne and Browne Show 
on Saturday, explained that 
coronavirus vaccines have 
been under development, 
trial and use for a very 
long time since that family 
of viruses is well known to 
medical science.
Dr. Lewis was explain-

ing why Antiguans and 
Barbudans should not be 
fearful of taking the vac-
cines developed by Pfizer 
and others once they are 
cleared for clinical use and 
become available in Anti-
gua during the first half of 
next year.
“People are skeptical 

about this particular vac-

cine because it’s new, be-
cause the illness is new 
and they are scrutinizing 
the time it took to actual-
ly develop it because we 
did not have a global pan-
demic until earlier this year. 
“So how is it that within a 

year you can have a vac-
cine ready for distribution?
“This vaccine isn’t new 

because we’ve been trying 
to develop vaccines against 
other types of coronavi-
ruses in terms of treating 
SARS [severe acute respi-
ratory syndrome] and the 
Middle Eastern variant, 
MERS, etc. All they had 
to do was take the exist-
ing technology that they’ve 
had so far, use the global 
attention that the illness is 
getting right now to spear-
head getting as many labs 
as possible, as many pro-
fessionals as possible, as 
much funding as possible, 
to help in moving forward 
the process of getting the 
vaccine finished,” he ex-
plained.

Health authorities here 
have already pre-or-
dered 20,000 doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine in the 
first instance, through the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO). It was also an-
nounced that the vaccine 
will be administered only 
to those who volunteer for 
inoculation and no one will 
be compelled to accept it. 
Dr. Lewis pointed out 

that all vaccines must go 
through a rigorous process 
of testing and trials before 
they are approved for clin-
ical use. This means that 
they are administered only 
to willing patients under 
strict medical evaluation 
and supervision.
“What’s important for 

the population to know as 
well, we’re talking about 
the Pfizer vaccine or the 
Moderna vaccine, because 
these are the people who 
are at the forefront of be-
ing ready for distribution. 
They are by no means the 
only ones that are making 

a vaccine. There are hun-
dreds of vaccines in de-
velopment right now, be-
cause there’s no shortage 
of funding to produce one. 
They’ve all come to see the 
economic benefits of mak-
ing a vaccine, so they’re all 
trying to develop one as 
soon as possible.
“A vaccine doesn’t get 

produced just because it 
can be monetarily produc-
tive for a company. That’s 
not how it works. This vac-
cine has to go through a 
lot of scrutiny, a lot of tri-
als, a lot of tests. There’s a 
conversation going around 
in our population right 
now that we’re going to 
be guinea pigs and they’re 
going to be testing out this 
vaccine on us. That is not 
true, and no leading body, 
no leading organisation, 
no government, no leader 
in their right mind who is 
not psychopathic, would 
want their population to be 
guinea pigs.”

Only proven, effective 
COVID-19 vaccines will 

be imported



LOCAL NEWSPAGE 7 MONDAY, 23 NOVEMBER, 2020

The High Court wi l l del iver its 
rul ing on Wednesday in a mat-
ter brought by Member of Par-
l iament for St. Peter, Asot Mi-
chael , against the Antigua and 
Barbuda Labour Party (ABLP).
The ABLP activated its Tr ibu-

nal , i ts discipl inary committee, 
to hear and render a decis ion 
regarding several instances in 
which Michael is accused of 
violat ing the party ’s Code of 
Ethics. 
If Michael was found gui l ty by 

the tr ibunal , a number of dis-

cipl inary actions, from a rep-
rimand to expuls ion from the 
party, could be recommended.
Michael , however, turned to 

the court to intervene as he 
contends that based on the 
Const itut ion of the ABLP, the 
Tribunal is operating without 
authority as the party has not 
convened a normal ly biennial 
convention in over two years. 
Michael ’s attorney, Hugh Mar-

shal l Jr. , has argued that the 
Tribunal has no legal standing 
and is therefore incapable of 

del iberating the issues related 
to his cl ient before or handing 
down a decis ion.
Michael identif ied ABLP Gen-

eral Secretary, Senator Mary 
Clare Hurst and head of the 
Tribunal , Lionel ‘Max’ Hurst as 
the respondents in his claim. 
They are represented by Dr. 
David Dorsett.
Last Fr iday Judge Rohan Phi l-

l ip heard arguments that lasted 
90 minutes. The judge agreed to 
submit his decis ion on Wednes-
day at 9:00am.

Court to rule in Asot, ABLP 
matter on Wednesday

The Police have issued 
a wanted bulletin for 
the immediate arrest of 
Elijah Ofari Lewis, Da-
vid O’Brien Fallen and 
Mathew Ricordo Ed-
wards, all of Cashew Hill.
The three men are 

wanted in connection 
with allegations of ag-
gravated robbery and 
other criminal offences. 

Police say the men 
should be considered 
armed and dangerous.
The bulletin was is-

sued on Friday and up 
to Sunday, law enforce-
ment indicated that the 
men remained on the 
run. 
According to police, 

there has been a pos-
itive response from the 

p u b l i c 
who have 
p r o v i d -
ed useful 
i n fo rma-
tion, how-
ever au-
t h o r i t i e s 
have not 
disclosed 
the spe-
cific na-
ture of 
the infor-
m a t i o n 
they have 
received.
The Po-

lice are 
a s k i n g 
a n y o n e 

with information on the 
whereabouts Elijah Ofari 
Lewis, David O’Brien 
Fallen and Mathew Ri-
cordo Edwards to con-
tact the nearest police 
station or the Criminal 
Investigations Depart-
ment at 462-3913 or 
463-3914 without delay.
The police have also 

appealed for the men to 
surrender at any police 
station accompanied by 
an attorney or a family 
member.

Three men Cashew Hill on the run from police

From left to right, Elijah Ofari Lewis-aka ‘Bloop’, David O’Brien Fallen, aka ‘Poochie’ and 
Mathew Ricordo Edwards 

WA N T E D

REGISTRATION SECTION
SOUTH CENTRAL

BLOCK# 
15-1978B

PARCEL#
92

A LABOUR WELFARE PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT BUCKLEYS 

VILLAGE BEARING THE ABOVE 
MENTIONED PARTICULARS WAS 
PREVIOUSLY TENANTED BY MR. 
ALFRED JOSEPH (DECEASED) 
OF BUCKLEYS VILLAGE. ANY 

PERSONS HAVING ANY CLAIMS 
TO HIS ESTATE ARE ASKED TO 

CONTACT THE CENTRAL HOUSING 
AND PLANNING AUTHORITY TO 

REGULARIZE THE MATTER. CHAPA 
WILL TAKE REPOSSESSION OF 

THE PROPERTY IF NO CONTACT 
IS MADE BY 30TH DECEMBER, 
2020. THE OFFICE IS LOCATED 
AT LOWER ALL SAINTS ROAD, 

ANTIGUA OR CALL  
462-2033, 462-0169 OR 562-2307 

NOTICE
3RD NOVEMBER, 2020
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Chief Immigration Of-
ficer, Katrina Yearwood, 
is projecting that her 
department will establish 
itself as the leading im-
migration department in 
the Caribbean as it con-
tinues to grow and im-
prove its services.
Speaking at the open-

ing of the department ’s 
new headquarters in the 
Sealy Building on the Sir 
George Walter Highway, 
Yearwood said this is 
achievable as Antigua 
and Barbuda is both a 
travel hub in the Carib-
bean with a unique de-
mographic.
“There is no other Ca-

ribbean country like 
Antigua and Barbuda 
in terms of our demo-
graphics. We will also 
have first will equip-
ment at our borders in 

terms of E-gate, Kiosks, 
and other equipment 
that will enable us to 
better detect fraudulent 
documents. Additionally, 
we are moving to have 
seamless movements 
through our ports of en-
try,” she stated.
Since she assumed the 

office three years ago, 
Yearwood said her fo-
cus has been on improv-
ing staff competences 
through intense training 
and introducing incen-
tive programmes to im-
prove morale.
During her tenure, the 

department added three 
new departments: Intel 
which focuses on gather-
ing information on per-
sons visiting the country; 
the Rover Unit which re-
moves persons deemed 
unsuitable to remain 

in the country and the 
NDR programme which 
will oversee the Nomad 
Residency programme.
Yearwood also wants 

to expand the use of 
technology to improve 
the overall efficiency of 
the department. This in-
cludes moving to a pa-
perless operation over 
time. 
It is also her intention 

to collaborate with in-
ternational agencies to 
provide additional train-
ing for her staff in sever-
al key areas.
Also addressing the 

gathering was minister 
responsible for Immigra-
tion, E.P Chet Greene, 
who underscored the 
key role of the depart-
ment which is to provide 
a service. He admitted 
to chiding the depart-

ment in the past over re-
ports of subpar service, 
but on this occasion of-
fered compliments to the 
department in recogni-
tion of their noticeable 
improvement.
“I wish all to be aware 

of the premium that we 
place on the service that 
we provide to the public. 
It is the raison d’etre of 
our very existence,” he 
declared.
He recalled that the 

department was transi-
tioned from the police 
to a civilian operation 
in 1998 by former Prime 
Minister Sir Lester Bird 
in the hope of providing 
a ‘softer’ touch to the 
country as its reputation 
as a tourism destination 
grew.
This, Greene said, has 

been achieved.

Immigration chief projects 
improvements into 2021
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Dary l  Spencer,  the genera l 
manager of the Nat iona l  So l id 
Was te Management Author i ty 
(NSWMA) says d i f f i cu l t i e s are 
be ing encountered get t i ng to 
the Cooks San i ta ry Landf i l l  to 
d i spose of bu l k and house-
ho ld was te .
Spencer sa id th i s d i f f i cu l ty 

i s the resu l t of the heavy ra in 
exper ienced two weeks ago.
Once the weather ho lds , 

however,  he sa id i t  w i l l  be-
come much eas ie r for t rucks 
to maneuver the area .
“ I t  has become ra ther d i f f i -

cu l t  to t raverse the roadways 
at Cooks .  So there i s some 
d i f f i cu l ty in  mov ing both the 
bu l k was te and res iden t ia l 

was te in to the landf i l l  s i te ,  bu t 
as the weather ho lds cond i -
t ions are improv ing , ” Spencer 
sa id .
Spencer sa id tha t a long 

term so lu t ion wou ld be the 
resur fac ing of the road wh ich 
leads to the landf i l l .  I n  the 
shor t te rm ,  however,  the land-
f i l l  manager has made ar-
rangements to have the road 
to the d i sposa l  s i te improved .
Accord ing to Spencer,  the 

was te mater ia l  genera ted by 
the ty re shredder,  wh ich i s 
located at the landf i l l ,  have 
been used to improve the in -
tegr i t y of the road and areas 
where there i s s l ippage.
“ That has ass i s ted qu i te a 

b i t.  We have a l so used the 
landf i l l  equ ipment to prop 
up the roads ,  to c lear i t ,  to 
remove the excess c lay and 
that k ind of s tu f f and that 
too has ass i s ted .
“ The conversa t ion of im-

prov ing the roads at Cooks i s 
an ongo ing conversa t ion and 
I  am sure w i th in shor t order 
we shou ld have some very 
def in i te responses as to how 
we w i l l  move forward w i th 
tha t one , ” Spencer repor ted .
He fu r ther conf i rmed that 

d i scuss ions on cor rec t i ng 
access i s sues to the landf i l l 
have been tak ing p lace at 
the techn ica l  and po l i cy lev-
e l s .

Access to Cooks Landfill impeded 
by recently heavy rain
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Antigua and Barbuda 
will enter into a project 
with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and De-
velopment (DFATD) un-
der the Canada Fund for 
Local Initiatives (CFLI) 
project to improve street 
vending operations. 
The project is a key 

recommendation made 
by the Subcommittee for 
job creation and eco-
nomic diversification. It 
includes creating new 
enterprises, new mar-
kets, and accelerating 
e-commerce to enhance 
street vending opera-
tions and increase inno-
vative productization. 
The Government of 

Antigua and Barbu-
da observed that since 
COVID-19 there has 
been a proliferation of 
street vending with many 
persons selling fruits and 
vegetables, and other 
commodities. The prac-
tice has become a dou-
ble edge sword, on one 
hand, the increase in 
vendors contributes to 
food security by ensur-
ing adequate provision 
of fresh produce with 

high nutritional value, 
on the other hand, the 
method of a tray in the 
hot sun open to the el-
ements leads to several 
issues including over-
crowded streets of ven-
dors, traffic congestion 
with patrons, phytosan-
itary concerns and ex-
pose venders to harm-
ful health concerns. As 
a result, the government 
sought the assistance of 
the international com-
munity and has secured 
a quarter-million-dollar 
project to begin ad-
dressing this situation. 
Using a phased ap-

proach, the initiative will 
take place in the follow-
ing phases:
Phase 1 will see a num-

ber of activities aimed 
at assessing the street 
vending operations in 
and around the city area 
of St. John’s, to deter-
mine the number of ven-
dors plying their trade, 
the type of products be-
ing sold, the main areas 
utilized for vending ac-
tivities, etc.
Phase 2 will see 25 

vendors identified for 

participation in an in-
vestment forum and ex-
hibition. The vendors will 
get an opportunity to 
not only showcase their 
products but will also get 
exposure and opportu-
nities for investment. 
Phase 3 will see the 

commencement of sev-
eral capacity building 
and development ses-
sions, starting with a 
two-day workshop for 
at least 25 vendors that 
will take the form of a 
soft introductory session, 
introducing key areas 
such as health and safe-
ty, costing and pricing, 
and customer service. 
Following the work-

shop, there will be at 
least three training ses-
sions held on different 
topics to include pack-
aging, presentation, and 
export. It is envisaged 
that at least 100 vendors 
will be fully trained on 
operational efficiency by 
the end of the project. 
Phase 4 will see the 

procurement of kiosk/
stalls to improve vend-
ing operations to include 
standardization of vend-

ing structures to ensure 
phytosanitary conditions, 
alleviate the burden 
vendors’ face in trans-
porting goods back and 
forth daily, and improve 
the presentation along 
the major highways to 
make for better optics. 
The final phase of the 

project will focus on 
supporting the facility 
at Dunbar’s designed to 
conduct product test-
ing, sample creation, re-
search, and development 
to support agro-pro-
cessing initiatives. 
The Antigua and Bar-

buda Science Innova-
tion Park (ABSIP) will 
serve as the main steer-
ing body for the project, 
providing support to the 
implementing entities as 
needed. ABSIP will work 
with key stakeholders 
such as the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Antigua, 
and Barbuda Investment 
Authority (ABIA), and 
the Department of An-
alytical Services (DAS) 
and the Development 
Control Authority (DCA) 
to ensure efficient imple-
mentation of activities.

ABSIP to spearhead development 
projects to improve street vending
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On Saturday evening, ten 
young Antiguan and Bar-
budans were awarded JCI 
Antigua’s Youth Empower-
ment Program COVID-19 
Entrepreneur of the year. 
The fourth annual event, 

due to COVD-19 heath 
protocols, took a slightly 
different approach. 
The gala took place in a 

mixed virtual setting with 
only the awardees and 
production team at the 
Office of the Prime Minis-
ter while over a thousand 
viewers and supporters 
tuned into the live feed on 
Facebook. 
According to Co-Chair-

persons of the YEP Com-
mittee, Samara Emmanuel 
and Derrica Watson, de-
spite the difficulties caused 

by the pandemic, the an-
nual event was a pivotal 
endeavor for the commit-
tee. 
“This year, the awards 

meant so much more be-
cause we have all recog-
nized the resilience of our 
young people across the is-
land. And what better way 
to recognize them, than 
to join with the corporate 
community to award these 
entrepreneurs,” Emmanuel 
said. 
Watson continued, “The 

10 Entrepreneurs award-
ed that night, the young 
professionals in Antigua 
and Barbuda who, despite 
these unpredictable and 
unprecedented times, have 
managed to put their en-
trepreneurial skills to use 

during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we say to them, 
continue to blaze a trail 
that will inspire others to 
follow.” 
The ten awardees were 

all between the ages of 18  
and 40. A 19-year-old was 
the youngest recipient. Ac-
cording to committee mem-
bers, however, the highlight 
of the gala were the stories 
of trial and triumph told by 
the awardees. 
The awardees included 

Clara Lewis, the 29-year-
old owner of ‘What’s The 
Scoop?’, a homemade ice 
cream business launched in 
June 2020. 
“I started my business a 

few months after losing my 
job as a chef at a local 
hotel due to COVID-19. I 

was running low on funds 
and having a child to sup-
port. Starting a business 
was always a dream of 
mine, but I never thought 
it would have become a 
reality, especially during a 
worldwide crisis such as 
this,” Clara shared. 
“I stopped selling Man-

goes by mid-May and by 
faith used my last $100 to 
buy ingredients needed to 
make ice cream.” 
Eldica Samuel of El’s 

Bowls & Blends, which 
opened in July 2020, also 
received an award. Al-
though employed by the 
government, Eldicia said 
she needed to find ways 
of augmenting her income 
to help support her family. 
The youngest awardee 

JCI Antigua awards 10 
young entrepreneurs in 

2020 YEP Awards

cont’d on pg 12
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that night was 19-year-old 
Jakobi Gilgeous who saw 
the restricted movement 
of people because of 
COVID-19 as an opportuni-
ty to launch ‘Errands4You’, 
a delivery and concierge 
service provider which 
started on the cusp of the 
pandemic in January 2020. 
Twenty-year-old Javhone 

Miller, also received the 
auspicious award as he 
started his retail business, 
‘TopBrands268’ in August 
2020. Javhone admitted 
that running a business 
has not been easy, but it is 
quite rewarding.
Mother of two, Kishma 

Joseph-Dupuis of ‘Kishee’s 
Treats and Things’ which 
started in June 2020 went 
into business after she rec-
ognised the importance 
and sustainability of retail-
ing snacks and household 
items at an affordable rate. 
Brandon Matthews of 

‘Bridged Ideas’ 
graphic design became a 
financial victim of the pan-
demic after his place of 
employment was forced to 
close for several months 
due to COVID-19. 
Brandon, the COVID-19 

Entrepreneur of the year, 
said this downtime finally 
gave him the opportunity 
to create his own business 
which was launched in Au-
gust this year. 
28-year-old Kesra Pelle 

of Ray of ‘Sunshine Garlic 
Butter’ was also a victim 
of the economic fallout of 
COVID-19. After losing her 
job at a hotel, Kesra de-
cided that she would begin 
to produce garlic butter to 
fill this void in many local 
supermarkets due to im-
port issues. Since launch-
ing in August 2020, Kes-
ra’s product can now be 
found in over fifteen retail 
stores across the island. 

Kesra also received the 
COVID-19 Entrepreneur of 
the year. 
Also receiving the award 

was Tomeka Cole, the 
28-year-old owner of ‘To-
Meeks Retail Outlet’ which 
started in May. 
Sharieta Charles of ‘Shae 

Organic Soaps’ shared the 
most emotional testimonial. 
“For several years, par-

ticularly throughout my 
school life, I was scorned 
and looked at differently 
because of my skin. I used 
several products and soaps 
in an attempt to help to no 
avail. Thus, in June 2020, 
although met with several 
challenges and being un-
employed, I decided that 
I would be the best per-
son to get my skin where I 
wanted it to be!”
Unlike many of the oth-

er home based business-
es who were awarded, 
29-year-old Tiffany Ja-

cobs-Eugene of ‘Nene Can-
dy Frozen Treats’ opened 
a physical store when she 
opened her ice-cream 
doors in August 2020. This 
bold move secured her the 
highly regarded YEP Youth 
award of COVID-19 Entre-
preneur of the year.
The virtual gala was 

treated to live performanc-
es by King Vicious, a past 
YEP awardee and Rene-
gade Sound.
JCI Antigua 60th presi-

dent, Andrea Smithen-Hen-
ry offered remarks. 
Sponsors of the awards 

included, The Halo Founda-
tion, Happy Kids, President 
Andrea Smithen-Henry, 
Delicieux Cafe, JCI Sena-
tor Adrian Zachariah, Vice 
President Calvin H. Thorn-
hill, JC Renata Thomas and 
JCI Antigua Past Vice Pres-
ident Chinoir Ijeh.

cont’d from pg 11



	
	

                                                    

                                                 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

              Friday November 20th 2020 
 
 
 
Francis Trading Agency Ltd, an Antiguan owned business in operation for the past 48 years, is 
proud to announce the opening of its new headquarters.  All departments currently located on 
High St., including the FedEx department, MY BOX U.S. Mailbox department and the Ocean 
Freight department will be closed to the public on Thursday November 26th& Friday November 
27th. Offices will be re- opened in the New Nevis St.  Headquarters on Monday November 27th.   
 
Francis Trading Agency Ltd is thankful to its customers, employees, stakeholders, and the 
Government of Antigua & Barbuda for ensuring a smooth construction process and office 
transition during these times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Email: info@francistrading.com 
Tel: (268) 462-0854 
Facebook: @francistradingagencyltd 
Instagram: @francistradingagencyltd  
 
 
 
 



Construction of a Two-Storey Science Lab Building with Civil Works
Sir Novelle Richards Academy School

Basic Education Project II (BEPII)

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology

in conjunction with

the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)

The Tenders Board of the Government of Antigua and Barbuda, on behalf of the Ministry 

of Education, Science and Technology, in conjunction with the Caribbean Development 

Bank (CDB), invites interested vendors to submit a bid/proposal, for the supply of works 

and or services related to the Construction of a Two-Storey Science Lab Building 

with Civil Works to include Site Drainage and Sanitation, at the Sir Novelle Richards 

Academy School.

The Scope of Works and Supporting Documents related to this tender, can be 

accessed through our e-Procurement Platform, via the following link:

https://goab.easibuy.com/advertisements/1303?token=f4c5904fe270f8d411031da5

The e-Procurement Platform for this tender is hosted by EASiBUY.  Should you require 

any assistance in accessing the platform, please feel free to contact Mr. Daniel Knight 

at Daniel.Knight@ab.gov.ag or Jamal Barnes at Jamal.Barnes@ab.gov.ag 

Please be advised that the eligibility of your bid/proposal, is subject to the completion 

of a Vendor Registration Form which can also be accessed from the site.

Bid/Proposal for this tender, must be uploaded to the e-Procurement Platform, no later 

than 12:00 noon on Tuesday, 15 December, 2020.  Queries or Clarification Request 

regarding the specified requirements of this tender, must be directed and delivered to: 

Chairman, Tenders Board (tenders.board@ab.gov.ag).  Please note that the final 

day for considering queries related to this tender, is 2:00 PM on Thursday 03 

December 2020.

TENDERS NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
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Caribbean News 
Now - The Caribbe-
an Community (CAR-
ICOM) will assist 79 
Caribbean nations to 
tackle environmental 
concerns in the peri-
od of five years.
In a release, CAR-

ICOM said that the 
Secretariat and the 
United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme 
(UNEP) Cartagena 
Convention, along 
with the Food and 
Agriculture Organisa-
tion of the United Na-
tions (FAO) are jointly 
implementing the five-
year programme in 
an effort to strength-
en the response and 
to enhance capacities 
to fully engage in the 
Multilateral Environ-
mental Agreements 
(MEAs) implementa-
tion.
“This programme will 

support and guide 
Caribbean countries 
as they address the 
challenges associated 
with the sound man-
agement of chemicals 
and waste, marine 
pollution, coastal ero-
sion and loss of biodi-
versity.”
Funded by the Euro-

pean Union the pro-
gramme is entitled 
Capacity building re-
lated to Multilateral 
Environmental Agree-
ments in ACP Coun-

tries Phase III (ACP-
MEAs)
“The MEAs play a 

critical role in achiev-
ing sustainable devel-
opment; they guide 
national and region-
al action on envi-
ronmental issues and 
provide a legal ba-
sis at the global level 
to address ecological 
concerns. The coher-
ent implementation of 
environmental trea-
ties contributes to the 
achievement of the 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) 
and environmental 
targets established by 
countries in the region. 
However, transforming 
these commitments 
into tangible on-the-
ground results remains 
a challenge for many 
Caribbean countries. 
This is due to a lack 
of adequate financial 
and human capacity 
to address the scientif-
ic and technical issues 
that have become in-
creasingly complex.”
CARICOM likewise 

said although prog-
ress has been made to 
address environmental 
threats and conserve 
terrestrial and marine 
ecosystems, the mo-
mentum has not been 
enough in the Carib-
bean to reverse the 
continued trend of en-
vironmental degrada-

tion and loss of crit-
ical biodiversity. 
“As a community with 

islands identified as 
the world’s top biodi-
versity hotspots, these 
changes impact our 
unique species and 
increase habitat loss 
and vulnerability of 
extinction of valuable 
ecosystems for goods 
and services. Con-
sequently, despite all 
our advances, we will 
always remain depen-
dent on healthy and 
vibrant ecosystems for 
our water, food, med-
icines, clothes, fuel, 
shelter and energy.”
CARICOM empha-

sized that through 
the ACP MEA Phase 
III Project, Caribbe-
an countries are be-
ing supported in their 
efforts to strengthen 
their regulatory pro-
cesses, and mecha-
nisms to influence en-
vironmental actions 
and outcomes includ-
ing local, national and 
regional institution-
al capacities to meet 
these goals and se-
cure a sustainable fu-
ture.
Some of the priori-

ties for the Caribbe-
an under the project 
include the effective 
integration of environ-
mental concerns ad-
dressed in MEAs into 
national and regional 

policies and laws.
This also comprises 

strengthening region-
al negotiation skills, 
awa re n e s s - ra i s i n g , 
support to the devel-
opment of information 
systems, environmen-
tal assessments, the 
establishment of ma-
rine protected areas 
and sharing of rele-
vant experiences. 
“In addition, the 

better management 
of coastal areas and 
oceans; carrying out 
measures for the con-
servation and sustain-
able use of marine 
biodiversity; and ef-
fectively implementing 
the related regional 
seas conventions. In 
order to substantially 
reduce marine litter 
levels, it will be es-
sential to develop ap-
propriate programmes 
and measures to stop 
waste from entering 
the marine environ-
ment, both from sea-
based and land-based 
resources.”
Along with the UNEP 

Cartagena Convention 
Secretariat and FAO, 
CARICOM said it will 
continue to empow-
er key stakeholders 
to address environ-
mental challenges and 
achieve improved en-
vironmental manage-
ment at the national 
and regional levels.

Caricom to assist Caribbean countries 
with environmental concerns
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Trinidad & Tobago 
deports 16 Venezuelan 

children moments 
before court hearing

Trinidad Express - Min-
utes before an emer-
gency court hearing 
on Sunday at 12.30pm, 
16 Venezuelan children 
were forced to board 
two pirogues to take 
them back to Venezuela.
Attorney Nafessa Mo-

hammed said it is an 
inhumane act to place 
these children in an un-
covered pirogue and 
speedily shuttle them 
back to Venezuela in 
full knowledge that an 
application had been 
made to the court on 
their behalf.
She said this is an 

abuse of power, author-
ity and total disrespect 
for the court process.
On Saturday Moham-

med appealed to the 
authorities to not deport 
16 Venezuelan children, 
including a four month 
old baby, on a boat 
from Cedros.
She made an emer-

gency habeas corpus 
application to the court 
on Sunday to stop the 
deportation.
Despite this, orders 

were given to bring in 
the pirogues and the 
children were taken from 
the Cedros police sta-
tion to the treacherous 
seas and rainy weather.
Mohammed said there 

is need for an investiga-
tion on who gave the 

orders for the children 
to be shipped back to 
Venezuela mere minutes 
before the court matter.
The 16 children came 

to Trinidad a week ago 
and were held by police 
in Chatham. They were 
taken to the Erin police 
station where they have 
been for the past week.
On Saturday, they 

were transported to the 
Cedros police station 
where arrangements 
were being made to put 
them on a boat and 
send them back to Ven-
ezuela.
Mohammed said these 

children have relatives in 
Trinidad who are regis-
tered and have Trinidad 
and Tobago registration 
cards.
She said they were all 

tested for COVID-19 at 
the police station and 
the results were nega-
tive.
She pleaded for au-

thorities to have a heart 
as these children have 
already endured the 
trauma of surviving a 
treacherous sea journey 
to Trinidad and then de-
tained at a police sta-
tion for days.
Mohammed’s plea fell 

on deaf ears as the 
children were deported 
from the country on the 
pirogues on Sunday af-
ternoon.

Employment Opportunity for the 
Position of CSR Supervisor

The successful candidate will report to the 
Operations Manager and supervise a small 
group of operations staff. The CSR Supervisor 
is responsible for overseeing and ensuring all 
payment processes, cash management, control 
procedures, record keeping, operational and 
verification functions are in accordance with 
established standards. The individual also will 
ensure the delivery of excellent customer care 
and satisfaction at all times on the services of 
the bank and should possess the following: 

• A Bachelor’s degree in Banking and/or 
Finance, Management or Business Related 
Studies

• Banking Certification and working 
knowledge of Anti-Money Laundering 
Policies will be an asset

• At least two (2) years banking experience at 
a supervisory level

• Strong customer service orientation
• Excellent analytical, problem-solving, detail-

oriented and communication skills
• A high level of computer literacy and 

proficiency in Microsoft Office Applications
• Organization and time management skills
• Effective internal relationship building and 

communication skills
• Team oriented
• Ability to work in a dynamic environment

Interested persons should forward a letter of application 
and CV with two character references to:

General Manager
Antigua & Barbuda Development Bank

27 St. Mary’s Street
St. John’s, Antigua

Fax: 462 0839 or E-mail: info@abdbank.com
Deadline for receipt of applications is November 26th, 2020

only suitable applicants will be acknowledged
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Barbados Nation - The Barba-
dos Hotel and Tourism Association 
(BHTA) will not tolerate members 
who do not conform to proper in-
dustrial relations practices.
Chief Executive Officer, Senator 

Rudy Grant, said no business could 
be successful without its workers.
“All persons must adhere to good 

labour relations practices and 
where that does not occur, we will 
take the necessary action. We will 
not endorse, nor will we embrace 
any situations where members do 
not conform to the best labour 
practices. It is critical and import-
ant that in this very challenging 
pandemic environment that we are 
all able to work together,” Grant 
said.

He was speaking during a joint 
press conference with officials from 
the BHTA, the Barbados Workers’ 
Union and the National Insurance 
Department that was hosted by 
Prime Minister Mia Mottley at the 
Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centrebon 
on Saturday.
Grant said the Ministry of Tour-

ism and the Barbados Tourism and 
Marketing Inc. would be working 
with the BHTA to expand the stay-
cation offerings for locals.
He noted there were some Bar-

badians who did not believe they 
were able to participate as they 
would like and tourism officials 
should use this opportunity to 
make it inclusive and beneficial to 
all Barbadians.

Meanwhile, BHTA chairman Geof-
frey Roach said they identified em-
ployee welfare as an issue and 
concern, because tourism could 
not survive without the workers in 
the industry.
He said they also recognised 

some hoteliers were not following 
good industrial relations practises 
to “ensure a climate of harmony 
is maintained” not only between 
the worker and employer, but the 
BHTA and the BWU. He said it was 
in this vein that scheduled meetings 
were held with the BWU to address 
issues that might arise.
Roach said it was only in a spirit 

of collaboration that tourism could 
move forward out of the “crisis” 
now affecting the industry.

Barbados Hotel & Tourism Authority: 
“Tourism can’t survive without workers”

St. Kitts Nevis Observ-
er - St. Kitts and Nevis has 
recorded a new case of 
COVID-19. This takes the 
total number of confirmed 
cases to 20, 14 in St. Kitts 
and six in Nevis, since the 
first case was reported in 
late March.
The individual is in a sta-

ble condition and is the lone 
active case of COVID-19 in 
the Federation.
The 20th case arrived in 

the Federation on a char-
ter flight on November 8, 
announced Chief Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Hazel Laws 
on November 21, during a 
special briefing of the Na-
tional Emergency Opera-
tions Centre (NEOC).
The individual has been 

in quarantine since arriving 
on the island and is now in 
isolation.

Dr. Laws said that the 
travel health and safety 
measures designed to con-
tain the spread of the nov-
el coronavirus are working.
“We want to assure the 

general public that the pro-
tocols have been followed 
along the corridor of con-
tainment between the air-
port and the arrival of the 
individual at the accommo-
dation site,” she said.
Dr. Laws announced that 

health authorities have 
conducted supplemental/
refresher training sessions 
with the staff of the accom-
modation site where the 
individual is housed. The 
training took place earlier 
today on November 21.
“We underscored all the 

protocols that are to be 
followed as they host inter-
national travellers,” said Dr 

Laws.
Similar training sessions 

are being offered to staff 
at other quarantine sites 
as health authorities work 
to flatten the curve of any 
new cases that may be im-
ported into the twin-island 
state.
St. Kitts and Nevis re-

opened its borders to re-
gional and international 
travellers on October 31. 
All travellers must submit a 
negative RT-PCR test three 
days prior to their travel 
date before being allowed 
to travel to the Federation. 
They are then tested on ar-
rival and placed in quar-
antine. Depending on the 
length of stay, they will be 
tested again at least once 
before being released from 
quarantine. Each person 
must have a negative PCR 

test before being released 
from quarantine.
The last two cases of 

COVID-19 in St. Kitts and 
Nevis were announced on 
September 18. No deaths 
have been recorded in St. 
Kitts and Nevis as a result 
of COVID-19 infection.

St. Kitts and Nevis records first COVID-19 
case since October 31 border reopening

Dr. Hazel Laws Chief Medical 
Officer St. Kitts and Nevis
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BBC News - The first Americans to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine could 
get it as soon as 11 December, ac-
cording to the head of the US coro-
navirus vaccine programme.
Dr. Moncef Slaoui told US network 

CNN the plan was to “ship vaccines 
to the immunisation sites within 24 
hours” of a vaccine being approved.
 
The comments come amid a surge 

in coronavirus cases across the coun-
try.
The US has recorded more than 

12m cases and 255,000 deaths, ac-
cording to data compiled by Johns 
Hopkins University.
These are the highest tolls regis-

tered anywhere in the world.

American pharmaceutical compa-
ny Pfizer and its partner BioNTech 
submitted an application on Friday 
for emergency authorisation in the 
US of their COVID-19 vaccine. Data 
from an advanced trial showed the 
vaccine protects 94% of adults over 
65.
Pfizer hopes to produce up to 50 

million doses in 2020 and up to 1.3 
billion doses in 2021. Each person 
needs two doses.
A Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) vaccine advisory committee is 
set to meet on 10 December to dis-
cuss whether to authorise the vac-
cine.
Dr. Slaoui said the vaccine could 

be rolled out “maybe on day two 

after approval, on the 11th or the 12th 
of December”.
He said the vaccine would be dis-

tributed based on each state’s pop-
ulation. States will be responsible for 
deciding who gets the vaccine first, 
but it is recommended that priority 
be given to those most at risk, like 
front-line workers and the elderly.
Dr. Slaoui said that by May, the 

country could achieve “herd immuni-
ty” with 70% of the population vac-
cinated.
US officials earlier granted emergen-

cy authorisation for an experimental 
antibody treatment, developed by 
Regeneron, given to President Don-
ald Trump after his COVID-19 diag-
nosis.

Americans could get COVID-19 
vaccine in early December

BBC News - The Ethio-
pian army has told res-
idents of the northern 
region of Tigray to “save 
themselves” as govern-
ment troops advance on 
the capital, Mekelle.
The military plans to 

encircle the city - home 
to 500,000 people - with 
tanks and fire artillery, 
Col Dejene Tsegaye, a 
military spokesman, told 
state TV.
“Free yourselves from 

the junta... there will be 
no mercy,” he said.
The Tigray People’s 

Liberation Front (TPLF), 
which controls the 
mountainous region, has 
vowed to keep fighting.
TPLF leader Debretsion 

Gebremichael told Re-
uters news agency that 
his forces had managed 

to stall advancing feder-
al troops.
“On south front, they 

couldn’t move an inch 
for more than one week. 
They [are] sending waves 
after waves but to no 
avail,” he added.
The government said 

its troops took over 
some key towns last 
week, however, informa-
tion is difficult to confirm 
and claims cannot be 
independently verified 
because phone and in-
ternet connections have 
been down since the be-
ginning of the conflict.
The conflict has re-

portedly killed hundreds 
and displaced thousands 
in recent weeks. 
The UN has warned it 

could trigger a humani-
tarian crisis.

On Friday, South Afri-
ca’s President Cyril Ra-
maphosa, in his capac-
ity as the African Union 
Chairperson, announced 
the appointment of three 
former presidents to lead 
talks to end the conflict, 
but Ethiopia has rejected 
the offer because it sees 
the operation as an in-
ternal “law enforcement” 
mission.
“We don’t negotiate 

with criminals... We bring 
them to justice, not to 
the negotiating table,” 
Mamo Mihretu, a senior 
aide to Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed told the 
BBC.
The conflict is root-

ed in longstanding ten-
sion between the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF), the powerful re-

gional party, and Ethio-
pia’s central government.
When Mr. Abiy post-

poned a national elec-
tion because of coro-
navirus in June, tensions 
escalated. The TPLF sees 
the central government 
as illegitimate, arguing 
that Mr Abiy no longer 
has a mandate.
On 4 November the 

Ethiopian prime minister 
announced an operation 
against the TPLF, accus-
ing its forces of attack-
ing the army’s northern 
command headquarters 
in Mekelle.
TPLF has rejected the 

claims.
Its fighters, drawn most-

ly from a paramilitary 
unit and a well-drilled 
local militia, are thought 
to number 250,000.

Ethiopia crisis: Ethiopia troops to 
‘encircle and shell’ Tigray city
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Sky News - Hun-
dreds of peop le have 
broken in to congress 
in  Guatema la and 
burned par t of the 
bu i ld ing amid grow ing 
protes t s i n  the Cent ra l 
Amer ican count ry.
I t  happened on 

Saturday as around 
10 ,000 peop le gath-
ered peacefu l l y a t 
the Nat iona l  Pa lace 
in the cap i ta l ,  Guate-
ma la C i ty.  They were 
protes t i ng over the 
pass ing of a cont ro-
vers ia l  budget tha t 
inc reased debt bu t 
cu t educat ion ,  hea l th , 
j u s t i ce and human 
r igh t s spend ing .
P ro tes te rs say i t  was 

negot ia ted in secre t 
and approved before 
dawn on Wednes-
day wh i le  the count ry 
was d i s t rac ted by the 
COVID pandemic and 
the fa l lou t f rom sev-
era l  hur r i canes .
The ex ten t of the 

damage at congress 
i s unc lear,  bu t of f i ces 
ra ther than the ma in 

ha l l  a re be l i eved to 
be af fec ted .
Po l i ce f i red tear gas 

and about a doz-
en peop le were hur t 
as around a thou-
sand gathered at the 
bu i ld ing .  Pro tes te rs 
a l so se t f i re to some 
bus s tops .
Refer r i ng to the an-

ger over the bud-
get,  s tudent Maur ic io 
Rami rez sa id :  “ I  fee l 
l i ke the fu tu re i s be-
ing s to len f rom us .  We 
don ’ t see any chang-
es ,  th i s cannot con-
t i nue l i ke th i s . ”
“We are out raged by 

pover ty,  i n j u s t i ce ,  the 
way they have s to-
len the pub l i c ’s  mon-
ey, ” added psycho lo-
gy professor Rosa de 
Chavar r ia .
P res iden t A le jandro 

G iammat te i  tweeted 
that anyone invo lved 
in “c r im ina l  ac t s w i l l 
be pun i shed w i th the 
fu l l  fo rce of the law ” .
He sa id peop le were 

en t i t l ed to pro tes t bu t 
des t ruc t ion of proper-

ty was unacceptab le , 
add ing that he had 
been meet ing var ious 
groups over changes 
to the budget.
Anger bo i led over 

a f te r po l i t i c ians 
passed measures 
such as the tens of 
thousands of do l la rs 
to pay for mea l s for 
themse lves ,  wh i l e  cu t-
t i ng fund ing for coro-
nav i rus pat ien t s and 
human r igh t s agen-
c ies .
P ro tes te rs were a l so 

express ing the i r d i s -
conten t over what 
they say are at tempts 
by the Supreme Cour t 

and at torney gener-
a l  to underm ine the 
f igh t aga ins t cor rup-
t ion in the count ry of 
17 m i l l i on .
V ice pres iden t Gu i l l -

e rmo Cas t i l l o of fe red 
to res ign i f  the pres-
iden t d id the same 
“ for the good of the 
count ry ” .
He a l so proposed 

ve to ing the budget 
and f i r i ng government 
of f i c ia l s .
P res iden t G iammat-

te i ,  who on ly came to 
power in January,  has 
not responded pub-
l i c l y to the proposa l .

Guatemala protesters set fire to 
congress as violence erupts over 

controversial budget

Fiery protests break out in Guatemala
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AlJazeera - Lead-
ers of the world ’s 20 
biggest economies 
have said they would 
ensure an afford-
able and fair distr i -
but ion of COVID-19 
vaccines , drugs and 
tests around the 
world so that poor-
er countr ies were 
not left out, accord-
ing to a f inal summit 
communique which , 
however, gave few 
specif ics .
As the coronavirus 

pandemic rages – 
having so far infect-
ed 58 mi l l ion people 
global ly and k i l l ing 
1 .3 mi l l ion – the club 
of the world ’s r ichest 
nat ions adopted a 

uni f ied stance on the 
chal lenges ahead 
dur ing the vir tual 
gather ing hosted by 
Saudi Arabia.
In Sunday ’s com-

munique, the G20 
countr ies said they 
supported a global 
project for vaccines , 
tests and therapeu-
t ics – cal led Access 
to COVID-19 Tools 
(ACT) Accelerator – 
and i ts COVAX faci l -
i ty to distr ibute vac-
cines .
“We have mobi l i sed 

resources to ad-
dress the immediate 
f inancing needs in 
global health to sup-
port the research , 
development, manu-

factur ing and distr i -
but ion of safe and 
effect ive Covid-19 
diagnost ics , ther-
apeut ics and vac-
cines ,” the statement 
said .
“We wi l l  spare no 

effort to ensure their 
affordable and equi-
table access for al l 
people.”
After a weekend 

of “dig i ta l dip loma-
cy ” , however, their 
c los ing communi-
que lacked detai ls 
on many of the is-
sues dominat ing the 
meet ing.
“Some of these 

commitments were 
made ear l ier in the 
year, they are not 
new,” said James 
Bays, Al Jazeera ’s 
dip lomat ic editor.
“ There were some 

very specif ic de-
mands coming from 
the aid sector, from 
char i t ies , from inter-
nat ional aid groups 
and the UN itse l f, ” 
he added.
United Nat ions 

chief Antonio Gu-
terres had said an-
other $28bn (£21bn) 
was needed to de-
velop vaccines , di-
agnost ics and ther-
apeut ics , inc luding 
$4.2bn before the 
end of th is year, but 
the f inal communi-
que made no men-
t ion of these sums.
Whi le r icher na-

t ions plan their vac-
cinat ion programmes 
– with the United 
States expect ing to 
launch in mid-De-
cember – experts 
warn that develop-
ing countr ies face 
hurdles that could 
deny bi l l ions the f i rst 
proven protect ion 
against the virus .
On Sunday, German 

Chancel lor Ange-
la Merkel expressed 
concern that no ma-
jor vaccine agree-
ments had been 
struck yet for poorer 
countr ies .
“We wi l l  now speak 

with (global vac-
cine al l iance group) 
GAVI about when 
these negot iat ions 
wi l l  begin because I 
am somewhat wor-
r ied that noth ing has 
been done on that 
yet, ” Merkel to ld re-
porters in Ber l in af-
ter the vir tual G20 
meet ing.
The G20 summit ’s 

f inal communique 
was approved unan-
imously by al l coun-
tr ies , but Turkey 
wanted i ts “voice to 
be heard” , accord-
ing to Saudi Arabia ’s 
F inance Minister Mo-
hammed al-Jadaan. 
A separate state-
ment from Ankara 
detai l ing i ts v iews 
towards the commu-
nique was expected 
to be released later.

G20 leaders promise fair access to 
coronavirus vaccines
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CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION
The Halo Foundation Inc is again hosting its annual Christmas 
card competition which is open to youngsters aged seven (7) 
to eighteen (18).  All entries should be ‘Caribbean Christmas’ 
themed. Deadline for submission is December 11, 2020.  Call 
562-5193 for more details. Prizes to be won.

FREE MATHS CLASSES IN ST. PAUL’S
Another learning opportunity is being offered in the St. Paul’s 
community.  CXC Math classes facilitated by veteran math-
ematician, Anthonyson King. These classes are geared to-
ward 4th and 5th form students and those desirous of retaking 
CXC Mathematics. You must be a resident of St. Paul. Class-
es commence on Wednesday 14th October and will continue 
every Wednesday at 4:00PM.   Early registrations are encour-
aged to facilitate scheduling. All COVID-19 health protocols 
will be strictly enforced.

RENEWAL OF WORK PERMITS 
The Labour Department wishes to inform the public that the 
Cabinet of Antigua and Barbuda has decided that until further 
notice, work permit renewal applications are not required to be 
advertised by employers. ALL new work permit applications, 
including change of employers, MUST be accompanied by 
proper proof of advertisement, copies of applications received 
in response to job advertisement and a proper justification for 
the work permit application. Please be guided accordingly.

SATELLITE OFFICE REOPENED
The English Harbour Satellite Office has reopened. Em-
ployers can now make all statutory payments (Medical Ben-
efits, Social Security, Education Levy and Inland Revenue) 
from Monday to Thursday, 9:00am to 2:00pm and on Friday, 
9:00am to 1:00pm. Drop Box service is also available.  Other 
services offered include acceptance of claims by the Medical 
Benefits Scheme and Social Security. Member and employer 
registration are also offered by the Medical Benefits Scheme.

CLOSURE OF QUALITY ASSURANCE UNIT
The Quality Assurance Unit within the Ministry of Tourism will 
be suspending operations from December 15th, 2020 to Janu-
ary 15th, 2021. All small and large property owners/operators 
are asked to take note as no hotel inspections and Covid-19 
certifications will be executed during this period.  For more 
information contact the department at 468-4061/4003.

We we look forward to serving you with increased commit-
ment and fervor in 2021.

DIABETES SCREENING
In recognition of World Diabetes Awareness Month, the A 
Charge To Keep Foundation, under the auspices of Jermaine 
P. Lewis, will be hosting a Diabetes Screening in the constit-
uency of All Saints East and St. Luke. Dates: Saturday 21st 
November at the Irene B Williams School and Sunday 22 No-
vember, 2020 at the Charlesworth T Samuel Primary School 
from 9am to 2pm.  Early registration is required due to space 
availability.  Contact:  Ms. Jermaine P Lewis at 786-7327 or 
Mrs. Doreen Thomas 771-0918.

LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST COMMUNITY NOTICES

ARIES | Mar. 21-Apr. 19

TAURUS | Apr. 20-May 20

GEMINI | May 21-June 20

SCORPIO Oct. | 23-Nov. 21

SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 22-Dec. 21

CAPRICORN | Dec. 22-Jan. 19

AQUARIUS | Jan. 20-Feb. 18

PISCES | Feb. 19-Mar. 20

Try talking to someone you’d never 
have considered talking to before. You 
don’t have to have a long conversa-
tion. Just saying hello is all it takes for 
you to open up your attitude about 
different cultures and different beliefs.

Putting effort into minimizing your risk 
doesn’t always pay off. Sometimes 
you just can’t avoid it no matter how 
hard you try. You could be paralyzing 
yourself by focusing so much on what 
could go wrong.

It looks like one of your more casual 
friendships is moving to a much deep-
er level. This is wonderful, but some of 
your older friends might be getting a 
bit jealous that this newer person is 
taking up so much of your time.

Today, an impulse could be your saving 
grace. In the midst of any action, you 
might have an urge to make a different 
choice or go another way. And if you 
do, you should obey that urge. Switch 
your lunch order if the mood hits.

Fulfill your responsibilities as early as 
you can and then spend the rest of 
your time exploring the things that in-
terest you, whatever they may be. Be-
ing happy should be a priority today.

No one is perfect, and that includes 
you. So why are you holding yourself 
to such an impossibly high standard? 
You think that anything is possible if 
you just persevere, but that simply isn’t 
the case.

Despite the negative attitude of a 
more uptight friend, you’re loving your 
favorite people more than ever right 
now. Even that grouchy pal seems 
amusing to you. You love everyone’s 
foibles just as much as their charms.

There is a heightened level of sensi-
tivity around you today, which means 
that your words carry extra weight. Be 
aware that what you say will have a 
bigger impact than you may intend. 
It’s a good skill to master anyway.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

CANCER | June 21-July 22

LEO | July 23-Aug. 22

Your energy flow looks nice and easy 
now. You’re perky when you need to 
be perky and mellow when cooler 
heads need to prevail. This is the per-
fect time to just relax and go with 
the flow.

A vibrant and good energy is com-
ing into your world, and it could once 
again ignite your urge to travel. If 
you’re able, take the opportunity. This 
is a wonderful time to go out and ex-
plore new cultures, foods, and vistas.

LIBRA Sept. | 23-Oct. 22

Being idealistic isn’t the same as being 
naive. Don’t be afraid to hope for the 
best and wish for a more peaceful 
world. When you focus on making 
things better, you influence other peo-
ple to do the same.

VIRGO | Aug. 23-Sept. 22

Despite how much you love your fam-
ily, you might have to let go of a fam-
ily obligation today. There simply isn’t 
enough time in the day. They love you, 
so they’ll understand. But try to make 
sure it doesn’t happen again.

Submit community notices to news@pointville.ag
Tell us what’s happening in your community.
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QUICK CROSSWORD

Garfield

Quick crossword  no 15,664

Across
1 Weak person (informal) (6)
4 Confused sounds (5)
7 Film star in The Iron Lady, b. 1949 (6)
8 Small fry (6)
9 Europe's highest active volcano (4)
10 Wipe out a large number (8)
12 Thrilling in e�ect (11)
17 Italian aristocrat (8)
19 Proverbially, brass can be found beside this (4)
20 Not dressed (6)
21 Hard to understand (6)
22 Choose (5)
23 Resist (6)

Down
1 Changes into something else (7)
2 Get ready (7)
3 Speeds up (9)
4 Pancakes served with sour cream (5)
5 Brightly coloured neckerchief (7)
6 Modest — restrained (3-3)
11 Thrilled to bits (4-1-4)
13 Distinctive elegance (7)
14 Pain in the lower back (7)
15 What, say, Howard Hughes became (7)
16 From Liverpool? (6)
18 Precise (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23

Dilbert

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the dig-
its 1-9. There is no math involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.

How to play

DAILY COMICS SUDOKU

Cathy
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Reigning NBA Sixth man of the 
Year Montrezl Harrell has signed 
a two-year deal with Lakers. 
After winning the NBA’s Sixth 

Man of the Year Award with the 
Los Angeles Clippers, Harrell 
agreed to a two-year, $20 million 
deal to play for the Lakers, his 
agent Rich Paul of Klutch Sports, 
told USA TODAY Sports. 

 The animosity between two in-
tra-city rivals just took a dramatic 
turn because of Harrell’s move. 
The move elicited a response 
from Clippers guard Patrick Bev-
erly, whose post on twitter, which 
featured face-palm and cursing 
face emojis accompanied by the 
word “What” captured his emo-
tions well. 

Beverly added in a follow-up 
tweet that he was “happy for” 
Harrell. 
The Lakers acquired a player 

that posted career highs in points 
(18.6) and rebounds (7.1) last sea-
son with the Clippers. It is under-
standable that the Clippers would 
be a bit surprised by Harrell’s 
move to the Lakers.

Defending NBA champions LA 
Lakers beef up their roster

closed that the executive 
is completing the process 
of gathering information 
which will be presented 
to the Antigua and Bar-
buda Cricket Association 
(ABCA) in an effort to 
secure financial assis-
tance toward the club’s 
upgrades. 
The ABCA recently as-

sisted Liberta, Empire, 
Jennings, New Winthropes, 
Bethesda and Rising Sun 
with money to purchase 
and install nets valued at 
over $60,000 ECD. 
Francis-James said she 

is enjoying her senatorial 
role and the opportunity 
it gives her to assist peo-
ple in her community with 

their various needs and 
particularly as it allows 
her to encourage wom-
en to continue educating 
themselves. 
The senator has also 

been busy assisting the 
government in distrib-
uting food packages to 
those in need. 
Francis-James, who suf-

fered a severe case of 
food poisoning in 2019 
from food she had pur-
chased at a local restau-
rant, also made an ap-
peal to restaurant owners 
practise good food han-
dling and hygiene and 
to be vigilant for rodents 
and other disease carry-
ing vectors.

cont’d from pg 28

Following accusations of sys-
temic sexual abuse of female 
players, Haiti’s football president, 
Yves Jean-Bart, was banned from 
the sport for life on Friday. 
Jean-Bart was found guilty of 

“having abused his position and 
sexually harassed and abused 
various female players, including 
minors, by a FIFA ethics commit-
tee. 
Jean-Bart, who was also fined 

one million Swiss francs (US$1.1 
million), has denied the allega-
tions, which involved national 
team players. 
The accusation was first brought 

to light by British newspaper, The 

Guardian, in April. 
The country ’s national training 

center funded by FIFA named 
Croix-des-Bouquets, where the 
abuse is said to have happened, 
was also known as “The Ranch”. 
Jean-Bart wielded huge pow-

er with high level connections 
into government, political legal 
systems as the head of Haitian 
football since 2000, Human Rights 
Watch said. 
The players affected have com-

plained of being intimidated and 
threatened and Haitian state au-
thorities have been urged by ad-
vocacy groups to investigate the 
claims.

Haiti Football federation 
president banned for life

Haiti football president Yves Jean-Bart
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West Indies and New Zea-
land A tour match in Queen-
stown ended in a draw. 
batting first New Zealand A 
posted 308 for 3 declared. 
Ravindra played well for 112 

off 187 deliveries with support 
coming from Conway and 
Carter who posted 46 and 41 
not out respectively. 
Alzarri Joseph, Chamar 

Holder and Reifer pick up a 
wicket each. In reply West 
Indies lead by the returning 
Darren Bravo accumulat-
ed 366 with the Trinidadian 
showing early form scoring 
135 off 214 deliveries. 
Kraigg Brathwaite added 

47 and Shamar Brookes 42. 
Duffy bagged 3 for 49 and 
Tickner 2 for 66.
Scores: NZ 308/3d. W.I 366

West Indies and New Zealand A training match drawn

P rem i e r League 
n ewcome rs  Le ed s 
Un i te d  ha ve  ma r ked 
t h e i r l o ng  awa i te d 
re t u r n  to  t h e  top 
f l i g h t  by s i g n i n g  a 
n ew pa r t n e r s h i p  w i t h 
J a y-Z ’s  Roc  Na t i o n 
agen c y.  I n  do i n g  s o 
t h ey j o i n  t h e  l i ke s  o f 
g l oba l  mu s i c  s upe r-
s ta r s  R i h a n na ,  A l i c i a 
Key s  a nd  DJ  K ha l e d 
on  i t s  ro s te r ,  a s  we l l 
k nown  foo t ba l l e r s 
Kev i n  d e  B r u y ne  and 
Ma rc u s  Ra s h fo rd . 
T h e  pa r t n e r s h i p 

u nve i l e d  o n  Sa t u r-
day i n  t h e  fo rm  o f 
a  mu ra l  d ep i c t i n g 
homeg rown  Leed s 
a nd  E ng l a nd  m i d -

f i e l d e r Ka l v i n  P h i l -
l i p s ,  a l o ng s i d e  c l u b 
l e gend s  Lu ca s  Rade -
be  and  A l b e r t  J o -
hanne son  i n  Le ed s 
c i t y  c e n te r. 
Ro c  Na t i o n ,  a  l e ad -

i n g  mu s i c  a nd  s po r t s 
agen c y a im s  to 
“ s u ppo r t  t h e  g row t h 
o f  t h e  Le ed s  Un i te d 
b ra nd  i n  key ma r-
ke t s  o f  t h e  USA and 
A s i a ” . 
“ I t ’ s  pa r t n e r s h i p 

t h a t  s hows  whe re 
Le ed s  Un i te d  a re 
now and  t h e  amb i -
t i o n  o f  t h e  c l u b  w i l l 
c o n t i n u e  to  g row, ’ ’ 
s a i d  t h e  c l u b ’s  s po r t -
i n g  d i re c to r ,  V i c to r 
O r ta .

Jay-Z’s Roc Nation agency 
partners with Leeds United

West Indies and New Zealand draw in A tour match in Queenstown

Founder of Roc Nation music and sports agency Jay-Z
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President of the Pig-
otts Sports Club, Senator 
Bakesha Francis-James, 
says the organisation 
is planning for 2021 de-
spite the setbacks of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Francis-James, who ap-

peared on Pointe FM’s 
“Touchline” programme, 
said the organisation has 
put its football academy 
on hold and has resched-
uled the planned launch 
of its grassroots cricket 
programme. 
She continued that the 

Pigotts Sports Club is 
planning to resume some 
of its activities in Janu-
ary, including its football 
and cricket youth pro-

grammes, the installation 
of cricket nets, the relo-
cation of the player’s pa-
vilion, and an upgrade of 
the grounds. 
Senator Francis-James 

also addressed the club’s 
overseas football play-
ers, who are mostly from 
Haiti and Cuba. She said 
they have kept in touch 
with the club and have 
expressed an interest in 
returning when it is possi-
ble to do so. 
Francis-James, said 

however, that in 2021 she 
would prefer for the club 
to place more emphasis 
on local talent, but that 
decision will be made 
after further discussions 

with the club’s 
executive and 
coach. 

“I am enjoying my ten-
ure as President and 
would love to add the 
ABFA Premier football ti-
tle and more cricket tro-
phies before my 
reign is complet-

ed,” she said. 
Presently, Pigotts Sports 

Club is the reigning two-
day cricket champion. 
Meanwhile, Francis dis-

Pigotts Sports Club 
planning for 2021
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