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As part of its fight against 
the aedes egypti mosqui-
to, which causes several 
diseases including dengue 
fever, the Central Board of 
Health (CBH) has launched 
a campaign which will tar-
get young people.

On Tuesday, teams from 
the CBH visited two schools 
as it initiated its annual an-
ti-mosquito campaign under 
the theme: Toss it out, Clean 
it out and Keep it out.

Senior Public Health In-

spector, Julienne Mannix, 
said while this year’s cam-
paign is intended to reso-
nate with the entire popula-
tion, particular attention is 
being paid to young people 
as they are very effective 
in communicating ideas to 
those with whom they come 
into contact and putting in-
formation they receive into 
practice.

“What we have found 
over the years is that when 
you teach the young people 

all they should know about 
mosquitoes and what needs 
to be done to control them, 
the children in turn take 
these messages home and 
tell their parents and guard-
ians and what they learnt 
and  constantly remind the 
adults to put the measures 
into practice,” Mannix ex-
plained.

Additionally, she high-
lighted the fact that young 
people are generally more 
responsive and display a 

higher level of participa-
tion in lectures. This is evi-
denced by their responses to 
questions raised following 
the lectures. 

“We are hoping that the 
young people play a role 
in helping to change the 
behaviour of adults on the 
matter regarding the spread 
of mosquitoes,” Mannix 
added.

The Central Board of 
Health began its Mosqui-
to Educational Awareness 
Campaign Trail on Tues-
day with its first stop at the 
Green Bay Primary School. 
They later visited the Five 
Islands Primary School.

“At both schools the chil-
dren were engaged in a very 
interactive, educational, vi-
sual, motivational session 
on ways to reduce the mos-
quito population to prevent 
Dengue Fever. These educa-
tional sessions will continue 
for this entire month with J. 
T. Ambrose School and All 
Saints Secondary for this 
week,”  she revealed.

Delano Forbes has pleaded not guilty to 
murdering two people.

In the High Court on Tuesday, Forbes, 
known as the ‘Vampire Killer’ because 
he allegedly drank the blood of his vic-
tims, entered the not guilty pleas when the 
charges were read to him.

He is accused of killing Lisue Samuel 
and Shawn Henry.

The charges were read to Forbes shortly 
after the findings of a psychiatric evalua-
tion conducted on him were presented to 
the court.

The 25-year-old is also charged with the 
homicides of Wilfred ‘Bongo’ Williams 

and Maurison Thomas. Those charges 
were not read to him therefore he was not 
required to enter a plea during Tuesday’s 
appearance.

Forbes, who appeared before Justice 
Ann Marie Smith, allegedly committed the 
homicides between 2017 and 2018.

Last week, Magistrate Ngaio Emanu-
el-Edwards found Delano Forbes not guilty 
of escaping lawful custody two years ago.

On 12th February, 2018, Forbes jumped 
over a cliff in Swetes Village where police 
had taken him to identify the area where 
he allegedly hid the clothing of one of his 
victims.

‘Vampire Killer’ pleads not guilty

CBH anti-mosquito 
campaign targets youth

Senior Public Health Inspector Julienne Mannix addressed the students at Green Bay Primary and Five Islands Primary Schools.
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By Shelton Daniel
Foreign Affairs Minister 

E. P. Chet Greene has put 
the opposition United Pro-
gressive Party (UPP) on the 
spot by calling on them to 
declare, unambiguously, 
their position on Antigua 
and Barbuda’s relations 
with the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC).

On Tuesday in a media 
appearance, Greene ac-
cused the UPP of being 
xenophobic toward the 
Chinese despite the im-
measurable and invaluable 
assistance the PRC has pro-
vided to Antigua and Bar-
buda since 1982 when the 
two countries established 
diplomatic relations.

During its decade in of-
fice from 2004 to 2014, the 
UPP maintained those rela-
tions and was the beneficia-
ry of much investment and 
development assistance 
from the PRC. 

In recent times however, 
UPP operatives, via print, 
broadcast and social media, 
have been casting asper-
sions upon the current Gas-
ton Browne-led Antigua 
and Barbuda Labour Party 
(ABLP) administration, 
suggesting that its involve-
ment with China comes at 
the cost of employment and 
economic opportunities for 
locals.

Despite the presence of 
Chinese construction work-
ers on huge projects granted 

or financed by concessional 
loans from Beijing during 
its tenure, including the Sir 
Vivian Richards Cricket 
Stadium and the new V.C. 
Bird International Airport, 
UPP agents and enablers 
have of late advanced the 
narrative that Antiguans 
and Barbudans are unable 
to find work because they 
are being displaced by Chi-
nese.

Known opposition fig-
ures have also sought to 
convince vulnerable mem-
bers of the public via social 
media, that the recent ar-
rival of Chinese to Antigua 
and Barbuda on a chartered 
flight were allowed to by-
pass both immigration and 
COVID-19 screenings and 
were further permitted to 
dispense with the mandato-
ry two week quarantine.

As reported previously by 
PointeXpress, Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, Chet Greene, 
has not challenged the UPP 
leader, Harold Lovell, “to 
name his spokesperson on 

foreign affairs and let that 
individual speak to the na-
tion on your foreign poli-
cy.”

Greene, whose portfolio 
also includes International 
Trade and Immigration, de-
manded that Lovell come 
clear and clean on, “in par-
ticular, how you [Lovell] 
see the relationship be-
tween Antigua and Barbuda 
and the People’s Republic 
of China. You won’t hide 
behind the curtains any lon-
ger.”

Greene, who is Chairman 
of the ABLP, also wants the 
UPP’s shadow spokesper-
son on Foreign Affairs to 
clarify whether they favour 
the continued acceptance of 
grants and soft loans from 
China.

“What do you say about 
the Chinese presence in 
Antigua? What do you say 
about the building of an 
embassy of China in Anti-
gua? The people of Antigua 
must know exactly where 
you stand in these matters. 

Will you break the histor-
ical ties between Antigua 
and Barbuda and China?” 
Greene questioned.

With regard to the newly 
arrived Chinese nationals, 
Greene ridiculed the UPP 
for attempting to generate 
paranoia over a supposed 
Chinese takeover of An-
tigua and Barbuda in was 
nothing more than the rou-
tine rotation of workers 
employed on projects being 
undertaken here by the Chi-
na Construction and Engi-
neering Company (CCEC).

Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne recently an-
nounced that CCEC has 
selected Antigua and Bar-
buda as the location for its 
regional headquarters.

Minister Greene said 
even though Lovell had 
not personally uttered the 
baseless allegations, he has 
failed to show leadership 
by dissuading his party’s 
supporters from propagat-
ing the politically motivat-
ed falsehoods.

Foreign Affairs Minister E. P. 
Chet Greene

Greene: ‘UPP, where do 
you stand on China?’
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The Ministry of Health, through the Mount 
St. John Medical Center (MSJMC) and the 
Caribbean Public Health Agency (CAR-
PHA), has revealed one new laboratory con-
firmed COVID-19 case in Antigua and Bar-
buda as of Monday 5th October 2020 at 6:00 
pm.

In a statement, the ministry disclosed that 
subsequent to the publication of the dash-
board on Monday 5th October 2020 with the 
cut off time of 6:00 pm, twenty-one samples 
were processed at the Mount St. John’s Med-
ical Center’s Laboratory which increased the 
pending results from sixty-five to eighty-six.

All twenty-one samples processed by MS-
JMC yielded negative results which are re-
flected in the total samples taken and total 
tested columns of the dashboard.

Of the sixty-five samples sent to CAR-
PHA, one returned positive while sixty-four 
were negative.

Meanwhile, one recovered case has been 
recorded bringing that total to ninety-seven.

Consequently, the total number of persons 
with laboratory confirmed COVID-19 cases 
in Antigua and Barbuda is one hundred and 
eight (108) with eight (8) active cases.

The dashboard has been updated to reflect 
these changes. 

Positive COVID-19 
cases increase by one
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Antigua and Barbuda is 
questioning its categorisation 
by the US Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) as a “Level 3 – High 
Risk” destination from which 
travelers arriving in the US 
will have to quarantine. 

In correspondence ex-
changed with the headquar-
ters of CDC, the US State 
Department and the Gover-
nor of New York State, An-
drew Cuomo, Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Ambassador to 
the United States, Sir Ron-
ald Sanders, has called for 
an urgent review of the “true 
and verifiable” conditions 
in the country regarding its 
control and prevention of 
COVID-19. 

Ambassador Sanders said 
the facts indicate that, at 
worst, Antigua and Barbuda 
should be categorised as a 
“Level 1– Low Risk” desti-
nation. More accurately, he 
continued, Antigua and Bar-

buda “should be on the list 
of countries requiring, ‘No 
Travel Health Notice’, since 
the COVID-19 risk is very 
low and the country’s per-
formance in preventing and 
containing the virus is equal 
to many countries, and better 
than others, that require no 
travel health cautions”. 

The CDC travel adviso-
ry has included Antigua 
and Barbuda as “high-risk”, 
along with another 200 
countries, including Canada, 

many throughout Europe and 
the Caribbean including The 
Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, 
the British Virgin Islands, 
Cayman Islands, Dominican 
Republic, Guyana, Jamaica, 
the US Virgin Islands, and 
Trinidad and Tobago.    

Sir Ronald argued that, 
“Antigua and Barbuda ex-
perienced its first laboratory 
confirmed case of COVID-19 
on March 13, 2020 and since 
then until today, October 5, 
2020, there have been only 

3 deaths and 107 confirmed 
cases.” 

He explained that Anti-
gua and Barbuda has “nei-
ther community nor cluster 
spread, only sporadic cases 
and its situation is very sta-
ble”.  

“These conditions,” he 
said, “are verifiable by the 
Pan American Health Orga-
nization.” 

In a separate letter to New 
York State Governor, An-
drew Cuomo, the veteran 
diplomat said that he is aware 
that action has been taken 
based on the CDC travel ad-
visory regarding Antigua and 
Barbuda’s classification as a 
Level 3 country, but Sir Ron-
ald called on Governor Cuo-
mo to have his own health 
officials “review the cate-
gorisation of Antigua and 
Barbuda which is affecting 
the people of New York State 
and Antigua and Barbuda 
without genuine cause”.

Antigua and Barbuda will give offi-
cial send-offs to two of its decorated 
sons; Sir Selvyn Walter and Sir Ru-
pert ‘King Swallow’ Philo, a week 
apart this month.

Former parliamentarian, Sir Selvyn 
Walter’s funeral will be held on Mon-
day 12th October at the Sir Vivian 
Richards Cricket Stadium at 10am.

Sir Selvyn, the brother of the late 
former premier, Sir George Walter, 
who passed away on 14th September 
at his residence at the age of 84, will 
be accorded an official funeral.

Ahead of his funeral next week, a 

viewing, which will be opened to the 
public, will be held on 9th October. 
The viewing of his body will take 
place at St. John’s Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church from 10:30am to 1pm.

Sir Selvyn, who represented the 
St. John’s Rural West constituency, 
served in the Progressive Labour 
Movement administration from 1971 
to 1976. During this time, he held the 
ministerial portfolios of Economic 
Development and Tourism.

In 2013, he was knighted by the 
Government of Antigua and Barbuda 
during the country’s Independence 

celebrations. 
Meanwhile, an official funeral will 

be held for calypso legend, Sir Rupert 
‘King Swallow’ Philo on 19th Octo-
ber, 2020 at the Sir Vivian Richards 
Cricket Stadium.

Sir Rupert died on 11th September, 
2020 at the age of 78.

King Swallow was one of the coun-
try’s top exponents of the calypso/
soca artform. 

He became an international star 
having taken his jumpy soca hits and 
scintillating performances to coun-
tries around the world.

Dates for official funerals announced

Antigua and Barbuda questions 
CDC’s ‘High Risk’ categorisation

Antigua and Barbuda’s Ambassador to the United States, Sir 
Ronald Sanders
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Antigua and Barbuda’s 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic has attracted the 
admiration of a Canadian 
diplomat.

Words of commendation 
were made on Tuesday 
during a virtual farewell 
engagement between the 
outgoing High Commis-
sioner of Canada to Bar-
bados and the Eastern Ca-
ribbean, Marie Legault and 
Foreign Affairs Minister, 
E. P. Chet Greene.

Ambassador Legault, 
who is wrapping up her 
tour of duty to the Eastern 
Caribbean this month, ex-
pressed admiration of the 
manner in which the Anti-
gua and Barbuda govern-
ment handled the fallout of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“Please convey to your 
prime minister, my per-
sonal admiration for the 
manner in which his gov-
ernment has managed 
and is managing during 
these tough times of the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Greene reported the diplo-
mat as saying.

In response, Greene 
hailed Canada for its ap-
proach to diversity noting 
that the country, whose 
population is approximate-
ly 37 million, serves as an 
inspiration for societies 
worldwide. 

“Canada has an inclusive 
and respectful approach to 
diversity. This character-
istic can be seen through 
Canada’s present day role 
as a multi-ethnic democra-

cy which, I believe, serves 
as an inspiration to many 
other societies world-
wide,” he stated.

He also noted the fact 
that many Antigua and 
Barbuda nationals have 
made Canada their home. 

Greene also expressed 
appreciation to Canada for 
its many years of assis-
tance to the government 
and people of Antigua and 
Barbuda and the involve-
ment of the High Commis-
sioner facilitating this.

Following the devasta-
tion of Barbuda by Hurri-
cane Irma, Canada came to 
the country’s assistance and 
donated US$200,000.00 to 
help with rehabilitation ef-
forts.

Since the start of the 

COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Canada has donated 
US$239,000.00 to Antigua 
and Barbuda through the 
Pan American Health Or-
ganisation (PAHO) to help 
with the fight against the 
virus and its impact.

“Under your guidance, 
mobile Canadian Visa Bio-
metric Collection Service 
teams have visited Antigua 
and Barbuda to facilitate 
biometric collection of na-
tionals seeking entry into 
Canada, thus saving them 
the expenses involved in 
having to travel to have 
this done,” the Foreign Af-
fairs minister noted.

As a result of the corona-
virus pandemic, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs 
has had to find new ways 
of fulfilling its mandate of 
fostering ties with the na-
tions with whom it shares 
common interests, includ-
ing Canada.

Canadian diplomat commends 
country’s COVID-19 response

High Commissioner of Cana-
da to Barbados and the East-
ern Caribbean, Marie Legault 
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The parents of an Island Acade-
my student have tested positive for 
COVID-19, a development which has 
forced the school to immediately halt 
all in-person learning.

A statement from the school said 
while the student has tested negative 
for COVID-19, the family is now iso-
lating and following all government 
advice.

 “Despite the student receiving a 
negative test, the school felt it imper-
ative to be 100% transparent with our 
entire community and has contacted 
all individuals that have been in con-
tact with the student,” Island Academy 
said in a statement. 

The school said it took the ‘diffi-
cult’ decision to temporarily close and 
switch to its Distance Learning Plan 
(DLP) whilst the student isolates and 
undergoes further testing. 

The statement continued that this is 
a precautionary measure, as the risk to 
the school’s community is very low as 
no person who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 has ever been on campus. 

Island Academy said it has always 

felt well guided and supported by both 
the Ministry of Health and the Minis-
try of Education. 

“We have welcomed the COVID 
protocols and, as a school, we have 
committed significant resources and 
energy to their implementation. Cer-
tainly, these systems have significant-
ly reduced the risk of contact between 
everyone on campus, but no measure 

can be totally infallible,” the school 
noted. 

Principal Portia Moursy explained 
since classes at Island Academy re-
sumed in August, the week beginning 
the 12th October had been scheduled 
as its mid-term school break. 

Therefore, the school has taken the 
opportunity to facilitate learning from 
home for the last three days of this half 
of the term to maximise the safety of 
its community whilst refining its Dis-
tance Learning Plan should it need to 
revert to it in the future. 

“Closing the school is not a decision 
that the Administration or the Board 
of Directors takes lightly because of 
the significant disruption it causes to 
families. 

“Island Academy appreciates the 
attitude of collective responsibility 
demonstrated by our families and en-
courages this healthy discourse to con-
tinue,” Moursy remarked.

Island Academy has a student popu-
lation of approximately 260 and offers 
classes to students aged 5 years old to 
pre-college.

Island Academy adjusts teaching 
format amid COVID-19 concerns
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The United Kingdom has appointed 
Darren Henry MP as the new Trade En-
voy to the Commonwealth Caribbean, 
including Antigua and Barbuda. 

The British High Commission in St. 
John’s said his role as Trade Envoy will 
involve supporting British trade and 
investment objectives, promoting the 
Commonwealth Caribbean as an ideal 
location for UK companies to conduct 
business and the implementation of 
the new CARIFORUM-UK Economic 
Partnership Agreement. 

Henry will be involved in virtual en-
gagements including meetings with 
government ministers, hosting high lev-
el incoming visitors, meeting key stake-
holders and addressing important busi-
ness events.

Resident British Commissioner to 
Antigua and Barbuda, Lindsy Thomp-
son, said Henry’s appointment provides 
a prime opportunity to strengthen the 
UK’s trade and investment relationship 
with the nation and wider region. 

“Through our Department for Inter-

national Trade we will be helping UK 
businesses recognise the trade and in-
vestment opportunities that exist in An-
tigua and Barbuda.  

“By amplifying the array of commer-
cial opportunities here and in the wider 
region to UK firms, Henry will play a 
significant role in helping us increase 
on the £2.8bn in imports and exports 
of goods and services the UK has with 
CARICOM trading nations,” Thompson 
said.

Along with Antigua and Barbuda, the 
other Commonwealth Caribbean mar-
kets include Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, 
Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines, St. Kitts and Nevis and Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

New UK Trade Envoy to  
Antigua and Barbuda appointed 

Darren Henry MP
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The organisers of the 
CIBC FirstCaribbean 
Bank’s ninth annual cancer 
fundraiser have reported 
that this year’s event was 
a success despite modifi-
cations which were made 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

In the past, the cancer 
awareness fundraiser took 
the form of a Walk for a 
Cure, however, this year it 
was adapted to a Drive for 
a Cure outing.

“Led first by a hi-fi and 
police outriders, approx-
imately one hundred ve-
hicles moved off from the 
Sir Vivian Richards Stadi-
um on Sunday and wended 
through several commu-
nities before making their 
way back to the stadium. 

“Here at CIBC FirstCa-
ribbean we are dedicated to 
continuing our campaign 

to raise the awareness of 
cancer and to support sur-
vivors and families. A few 

years
ago we lost a staff mem-

ber, Kathleen Parker, to 
cancer. So cancer and its 
effects are always up front 
in our minds.  

“Finding a cure for can-
cer should be a very per-
sonal cause for all because 
everyone knows at least 
one person who has died 
from cancer or is a survi-
vor,” Country Manager, 
Ladesa James-Williams, 
told participants in Sun-
day’s event.

She also thanked sup-
porters of the cause includ-
ing the Red Cross, the me-
dia, Digicel and the Traffic 
Department of the Royal 
Police Force of Antigua 
and Barbuda for their in-
valuable support.

CIBC FirstCaribbean Bank: 
‘Drive for Cure’ a success
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After sailing the waters 

between Antigua and Mont-
serrat for almost five years, 
Jaden Inc. Ferry Services, 
the operators of the Mont-
serrat ferry, made their final 
voyage on Tuesday.

The service was critical 
to the movement of people 
between the islands, but 
COVID-19 has taken its 
toll on the business.

According to a well 
placed source, the ferry, 
which has not transported 
passengers since March, 
has been operating as a car-
go vessel twice weekly on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Reports also indicate that 
another cargo vessel will be 

engaged to transport items 
from Antigua to Montserrat 
once weekly.

Jaden Sun, the vessel 
which ran the Antigua - 
Montserrat route, will re-
turn to its home port in St. 
Vincent on Wednesday. No 

replacement has been an-
nounced.

On 28th August, 2020, the 
government of Montserrat 
wrote to Jaden Inc. Ferry 
Services indicating that its 
contract, which would have 
expired at the end of Sep-

tember this year, would not 
be renewed as it is unclear 
when normal travel will be 
able to resume given the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The only option for trav-
el between the two islands 
now will be via SVG Air 
which announced new air-
fares last week.

In a statement, the air-
line said their new and re-
duced airfare is EC$170.00 
per sector upon which 
Antigua’s charges and the 
Montserrat departure tax 
will be added.

This subsidized fare ap-
plies to the period 1st Oc-
tober, 2020 to 31st March, 
2021.

Montserrat ferry makes final voyage



WEDNESDAY 7TH OCTOBER  2020

PAGE 13

The Antigua and Barbuda National 
Training Agency (ABNTA) is a Stat-
utory Organization established by the 
Government of Antigua to monitor, 
co-ordinator, and promote Technical 
and Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET) in Antigua and Barbuda.

The ABNTA will provide accredited 
status to training providers through the 
process of quality enhancement and 
quality assurance.

Our Objectives:
The objectives of the Agency are to 

establish an awarding body for National 
Vocational Qualification and to facilitate 
the implementation of modern appren-
ticeship through the Antigua and Barbu-
da National Vocational Qualifications.

Our Aims are to:
• Promote and coordinate technical 

and vocational education and training 
(TVET)

• Develop and maintain a national 
training policy

• Maintain, operate and regulate a sys-
tem of apprenticeship and traineeship

• Establish and maintain standards in 
technical vocational education and train-
ing

• To promote and support the concept 
of lifelong learning through continuous 
education and training

• To facilitate the development of the 
National Vocational Qualification(N-
VQ) and the Caribbean Vocational Qual-
ification (CVQ) in Antigua and Barbuda

• Support TVET institutions and train-
ing providers in developing their capac-
ity and human resources to deliver high 
quality vocational education and train-
ing

Our Products and Services:
• Antigua and Barbuda National Voca-

tional Qualification (ABNVQ)
• National Occupational Standards 

(NOS) of competence
• Directory of occupations
• Tracer Studies
• Labour Market Surveys

• Directory of Education Institutions 
and Training Providers

• Registration of Companies and 
Trainees for the National Apprentice-
ship Programme

• Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) career guidance

What is an NVQ?
The (NVQ) National Vocational Qual-

ification is the local equivalent to the 
CVQ which uses the regional occupa-
tional standards but are designed for the 
specific needs of a country in the specif-
ic area in any industry. These are equiv-
alent to the CVQ which are regionally 
accepted and recognized.

What is CVQ?
The (CVQ) Caribbean Vocational 

Qualification is a competency based 
qualification, it is awarded to persons 
who have demonstrated competence in 
reaching approved occupational stan-
dards in a particular area of industry.

How is the CVQ attained?
Candidates must provide evidence 

that they have the ability to perform 
work activities to the standards required 
in Industry. Persons wishing to obtain a 
CVQ will be assessed against the com-
petencies identified in the National Oc-
cupational Standards (NOS). 

What are the benefits of the CVQ? 
To Employers:
•	 Provides relevant qualifications 

that are regionally and internationally 
recognized.

•	 Can be obtained on the job and/
or in a training institute.

•	 Individuals will come on the job 
with some level of training 

To Employers:
•	 Allow employers the opportu-

nity to employ skilled and qualified em-
ployees suited to their needs.

•	 Ensure a pool of skilled adapt-
able and creative employees.

•	 Facilitate a cadre of workers 
who are competent to give industry a 
competitive advantage in the global 
market.

Standards Settings:
In Antigua the National Training 

Agency works with industry experts, 
employers, training providers, and pro-
fessional bodies to develop National 
Occupational Standards which clearly 
defines the requirements for effective 
performance in the workplace.

What are National 
Occupational Standards?

National Occupational Standards 
(NOS) defines the competencies re-
quired for effective workplace perfor-
mance. They specify what a person 
should know and do in order to carry out 
the functions of a particular job in the 
context of the wider environment.

Standards are agreed minimum best 
practice and take into account all statu-
tory requirements.

Mission Statement
To facilitate and promote the develop-

ment of a competent workforce through 
a system of competence-based vocation-
al education and training that is relevant 
to the needs of industry and where the 
qualifications are universally recog-
nized.

The Caribbean is ready for CVQ! Are 
You?

Antigua and Barbuda National 
Training Agency 

Redcliffe Street, Paul Aflak Build-
ing, St. John’s, Antigua

antiguabarbudanta@gmail.com 
Telephone No: 562-6685

Feature
What is the ABNTA?
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Helen Caldicott cited, “Teachers, I 
believe, are the most responsible and 
important members of society because 
their professional efforts affect the fate 
of the earth.”

Dr. Ken Rowe, 2003, in speaking 
of teachers, argues that although chil-
dren’s literacy command, overall scho-
lastic accomplishments, behavioural 
tendencies and school experiences 
are impacted by their upbringing and 
intake qualities, the extent of these 
influences are inconsequential when 
paralleled with the impact of the 
class-teacher.  

Darling-Hammond expresses it 
quite cogently: “Well prepared capa-
ble teachers have the largest impact 
on student learning and they need to 
be treasured …” (Darling-Hammond, 
2003, p.7).

On the occasion of World Teachers 
Day 2020, the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology salutes all 
teachers in Antigua and Barbuda. 

It is imperative that we give thanks 
to all our industrious educators for it 

is because of your hard labour that our 
society is what it is today. I take this op-
portunity to thank all of you immense-
ly for the part you continue to play to 
ensure that our students get a quality 
education even in a COVID-19 envi-
ronment. This is indubitably nothing 
short of sacrificial service. Thank you 
for recognizing that you are the guid-
ing force behind the Nation’s children 
as you continue to make the journey to 
success a cakewalk. Your counsel and 

patience are the rays which unfold the 
virtues and talents latent in the hearts 
and minds of tomorrow’s leaders. Our 
children are the future and education 
is a primary ingredient for life and liv-
ing. I urge you to continue to help our 
young people to realize their dreams; 
continue to build a nation, to mould a 
country. 

To our retired teachers, lecturers, de-
partment heads, deputy principals and 
principals: for your lifelong dedication 
to education, for believing in young 
people, for guiding through example, 
for inspiring with passion, for living 
through loving, for leaving an indel-
ible mark on the future, for touching 
the human soul – accept a deluge of 
gratitude from the Ministry of Educa-
tion.

Today we remember those teachers 
who have departed this life, giving 
thanks to God for their lives and the 
priceless contribution they have made. 
We pray that perpetual light may shine 
on them. 

Happy World Teachers Day! 

Statement by Director of 
Education on World Teachers Day

Director of Education Clare Browne
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(CARICOM Today) CAR-
ICOM Secretary-General 
Ambassador Irwin LaRocque 
has congratulated Bermuda’s 
Premier Hon. David Burt and 
his Progressive Labour Par-
ty (PLP) on their resounding 
victory in the General Elec-
tions of 1 October 2020.

Premier Burt’s PLP won 
30 of the 36 seats at stake, up 
from the 24 it won in the last 
Elections held in July 2017.

“Bermudians must be com-
mended for exercising their 
mandate despite the daunting 

challenges of the COVID-19 
pandemic,”  the Secre-
tary-General said in his con-
gratulatory letter to Premier 
Burt. “Premier, your success 
signifies that your citizens 

are well satisfied with your 
performance over the past 
term and have therefore put 
their trust in you to continue 
the good work,” the Secre-
tary-General added.

“As you and your govern-
ment embark on your new 
term of office, the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) 
and its Secretariat wish you 
every success in your efforts,” 
Ambassador LaRocque said.

“I look forward to welcom-
ing you once again to the 
Conference of Heads of Gov-
ernment” he added.  Bermu-
da is an Associate Members 
of CARICOM.

Burt is Bermuda’s young-
est ever premier, having tak-
en office at the age of 38.

St. Paul’s Health Month Calendar  
October 2020 

“SERIOUS ABOUT MY HEALTH” 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

   1   OPENING  
      CEREMONY 

Electronic 
presentation on 

Social Media 

2 3  
Health Tips aired in 
the churches at their 

services every 
Saturday  during the 

month of October 

4 Health Tips aired in 
the churches at their 

services every Sunday  
during the month of 

October 
 

5 6 7 WATER DAY 
Falmouth Harbour 
Marina, Foreign Affairs 
11:00AM,          
Immigration 
3:00PM 

8     
 

9 
 

10    HEALTH    
SCREENING 

-  Blood Pressure &  
   Blood Sugar 
-  General Clinic 
-  Vision 
Branch Office 

11     HEALTH    
SCREENING 

-  Blood Pressure &  
   Blood Sugar 
-  General Clinic 
-  Vision  
Liberta Sports Facility 

12 13 14 WATER DAY 
Min. of Trade,  
Prices/Consumer 
11:00AM & 
 Bureau of Standards 
2:00PM 
Antigua Yacht Club 
 

 15  
    Liberta Primary 

& Cobbs Cross 
           10:00AM 

  Vision Screening  
     Grades 5 & 6 

17 Branch Office 
  Breast & Prostate 

 
SCREENING 

18   Liberta Sports    
        Facility 
Breast & Prostate 

 
        SCREENING 

19 20 21 New Bethel, Liberta  
       & Cobbs Cross    
      Primary Schools 
      Sailing Academy   
 

22  
New Bethel SDA 

Academy   
10:00AM 

  Vision Screening  
Grades 5 & 6 

23 
Greene 

Smoothie Day 
 

 

24 

25 
 Walk & Breakfast 
 

26 27 Distribution  of: 
  
-  Oct care packages  
-  Senior Citizens  
   health care   
   packages 
 
 

28 Preschools - 
Grace Hill, Liberty, 11 
Hour, New Adventure. 
- National Parks 
- Garment Factory 
 

29  
Donation of 
masks to all 
schools in  
St. Paul’s 

30 31 

 

CARICOM SG congratulates 
re-elected Premier of Bermuda

Bermuda’s Premier Hon. David Burt
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(Demerarawaves.com) 
Prime  Minister Mark Phil-
lips late Monday night an-
nounced that Guyana for-
mally broke the Guyana 
Telephone and Telegraph’s 
30-year old monopoly on 
international voice and data, 
paving the way for fierce 
competition in the telecoms 
market ranging from cheap-
er phone calls to higher 
quality Internet and several 
other related services.

“It is anticipated that Guy-
anese will feel an imme-
diate positive impact from 
the implementation of these 
legislation, which create 
a modern and competitive 
environment for telecom-
munications, and which will 
immediately result in great-
er choices, better quality 
of service and lower prices 
for consumers, while at the 
same time ensuring that all 
operators continue to enjoy 
all benefits conferred under 
the old legislative regime,” 
he said.

The Prime Minister said 
government has issued 
Commencement Orders ful-
ly bringing into force the 
Telecommunications Act 
2016 and the Public Utili-
ties Commission Act 2016. 
He did not mention what 
were the issues that had to 
be resolved before this step 
was taken.

He explained that the leg-
islation specifically address-

es the expansion of telecom-
munications networks and 
services into unserved and 
underserved areas through 
the institution of a new uni-
versal access/universal ser-
vices programme.

Mr. Phillips said govern-
ment would ensure that the 
“existing operators suffer 
no disadvantage whatsoever 
as they continue business in 
the sector.” 

He thanked all those in-
volved, who were able to 
quickly simplify and deliver 
the complex task of liberal-
isation in the short time as-
signed.

Modern legislation, the 
Telecommunications Act, 
was enacted in 2016 but 
the minister did not sign 
the commencement order to 
bring it into force because 
negotiations with GTT were 
not finished. In fact, GTT 

and the Guyana government 
had signed a memorandum 
of understanding in 2019 to 
settle all outstanding issues 
before signing a binding 
agreement.

Retired Brigadier Phillips 
said the legislation creates 
a clear, harmonised frame-
work and a level playing 
field for the sector “that is 
currently lacking.” He in-
dicated that Guyanese as 
well as investors in the in-
dustry could now expect 
transparency and non-dis-
crimination in the issuance 
and monitoring of licences 
and authorisations to use the 
spectrum, seamless inter-
connection and access be-
tween and among telecom-
munications networks and 
services.

He said prices would be 
regulated where required 
to ensure competition and 

at the same time guarantee 
equal treatment of stake-
holders, to the ultimate ben-
efit and protection of con-
sumers.

The Prime Minister chid-
ed the then governing A 
Partnership for National 
Unity+Alliance For Change 
(APNU+AFC) for delaying 
the liberalisation process 
although the legislation had 
enjoyed bipartisan support 
since it had been first draft-
ed in 2015. 

“Although the benefits of 
the Act were well known 
to the APNU/AFC Coali-
tion, for some inexplicable 
reason in 2018 and again 
in 2019, APNU/AFC only 
brought a few sections of 
the Act into force, frustrat-
ing the intent and objective 
of the Act by denying Guy-
anese the benefits flowing 
therefrom,” he said.

He promised that the Guy-
ana government was ready 
to work with all stakehold-
ers to ensure that every 
Guyanese has affordable 
access to quality and mod-
ern services “which they so 
badly deserve.”

When the Ameri-
can-owned Atlantic 
Tele-Network (ATN) had 
bought out 80 percent con-
trolling interest in the then 
state-owned Guyana Tele-
communications Corpo-
ration (GTC) in 1990 and 

Guyana’s telecoms sector formally 
liberalised, way cleared for lower 

prices for phone, internet services

Prime  Minister Mark Phillips

cont’d on pg 17
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(Jamaica Gleaner) The 
United States Government, 
through the US Agency 
for International Develop-
ment (USAID), today de-
livered the second tranche 
of emergency equipment to 
the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness towards Jamaica’s 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The equipment is part of 
the US$2 million in assis-
tance USAID is providing 
to Jamaica to fight the crisis.

The first handover of 
equipment was done back in 
June.

The items delivered today 
included 15 ICU beds,14 
satellite phones, five scan-
ners, 40 port of entry ban-
ners and 2,000 infection, 
prevention and control post-
ers.

“The United States is re-
sponding to the COVID-19 
pandemic not only with 
delivering funds. We want 
to ensure that we provide 
expert technical assistance, 
training, capacity building, 
health systems strengthen-
ing, and life-saving diag-
nostics and treatment.” said 
USAID/Jamaica Country 
Representative, Jason Fras-

er.
“Our critical, life-sav-

ing work will continue. We 
have reoriented our resourc-
es to ensure this remains 
our highest programmatic 
priority. We are adapting the 
way we do business amid 
this outbreak and ensuring 
we continue to support the 
people and Government of 
Jamaica.”

It was outlined that the 
equipment will bolster the 
Government’s COVID-19 
emergency response and di-
rectly aids activities that are 
vital for helping to flatten 
the curve.

The support will also ad-
dress risk communication 
through awareness-raising 
of prevention measures and 
good hygiene practices, op-

timising Jamaica’s health 
system capacity to care for 
COVID-19 patients, and 
support coordination and 
logistics at the national and 
regional levels.

This assistance builds 
upon US investments of 
nearly US$87 million in 
health and nearly US $619 
million in total over the past 
20 years for Jamaica.

USAID/Jamaica Country Representative, Jason Fraser (right), presents Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr Christopher Tufton, with the second tranche of COVID-19 emergency equipment 
from the US Government at a handover ceremony on October 6, 2020. Looking on is Chief Med-
ical Officer, Dr Jacqueline Bisasor McKenzie.

US hands over emergency equipment 
towards Jamaica’s COVID response

formed GTT, it had secured a 20-year 
monopoly on international voice and 
data. However, with the advent of the 
Internet and Voice Over Internet Pro-
tocol (VOIP) services such as Skype, 
Vonage and more recently WhatsApp 
and other messaging services, the mo-

nopoly was in reality a thing of the 
past.

While several satellite-based Internet 
Service Providers have mushroomed 
in recent years, GTT had insisted that 
its mobile competitor, Digicel Guy-
ana, must use its Internet Service to 
resell subscribers. Digicel had at one 

time ignored that agreement and had 
accessed data through a wireless link 
from neighbouring Suriname.

E-Networks, which landed a sub-
marine fibre-optic cable here several 
months ago, has also been offering 
wireless Internet to Guyanese custom-
ers.

cont’d from pg 16
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(LoopSLU) The sharp in-
crease in the price of agri-
cultural produce, especial-
ly ground provisions, has 
consumers worried.

So much so, that some 
say they are now forced 
to spend more money on 
items such as flour and 
rice.

Consumers are also com-
plaining that while the 
price of ground provisions 
has increased, its quality 
has decreased.

According to them, the 
situation is compounded by 
the fact that most vendors 
no longer sell such produce 
in small amounts as they 
did in the past. They say 
the amount of ground pro-
visions they were given for 
$10 in the past, is less than 
what they get now.

Most of the vendors who 
sold ground provisions in 
heaps for as low as $5 now 
only sell in heaps of no less 
than $10.

According to the con-
sumers, on numerous occa-
sions, some of the produce 
has to be thrown away be-
cause of rot.

In interviews with a num-
ber of farmers, market ven-
dors and street vendors in 
the south of the island, they 
attribute the soaring pric-
es of ground provisions to 
climatic conditions, which 
they lament also affects its 
quality.

However, on the issue 
of overpricing consumers, 

their opinion varies.
“Because of the sun this 

year and last year, there is 
less ground provision on 
the market, so the price 
had to go up,” Mathadouse 
Isidore, a farmer, told Loop 
News, adding that climate 
change is the main cause 
for the rise in the price of 
ground provisions.

He added that some farm-
ers and vendors are taking 
advantage of the situation 
by selling it too expensive.

“There are farmers and 
vendors who sell their 
ground provisions too 
high. I do not support that,” 
Isidore said.

Fabian Victor, another 
farmer agrees with Isidore. 
She said that there is a 
need to increase the price 

of ground provisions but 
said some farmers sell it 
too expensively.

She said at the moment, 
because of the climatic 
condition, she has not been 
able to produce ground 
provisions.

Nicholas Faisal, a farmer 
and exporter of agricultur-
al produce said: “It’s an is-
sue of demand and supply. 
We just came out of a dry 
spell. Demand is great-
er than supply, there is no 
other explanation for it.”

According to Faisal, he 
does not believe farmers 
are overcharging the cus-
tomer, adding that as long 
the demand for a produce 
is high people will buy it.

“Some people just want 
yams and for them it does 

not matter what the price 
is,” he said.

Another farmer said the 
increase in the price of 
ground provisions should 
not surprise anyone be-
cause there is not much of 
it on the market.

He said he does not feel 
farmers are overcharging 
the customer.

According to him, farm-
ers have no control over 
of the climatic conditions 
which affects their produc-
tivity.

Commenting on the 
opinion of the Minister of 
Agriculture, Ezechiel Jo-
seph that some farmers are 
overproducing amidst the 
pandemic, all the farm-
ers who Loop News inter-
viewed disagreed.

St. Lucians concerned about price 
increase for ground provisions
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(Associated Press) Facebook said it 
will ban groups that openly support 
QAnon, the baseless conspiracy theo-
ry that paints President Donald Trump 
as a secret warrior against a supposed 
child-trafficking ring run by celebrities 
and “deep state” government officials.

The company said Tuesday that it 
will remove Facebook pages, groups 
and Instagram accounts for “repre-
senting QAnon” — even if they don’t 
promote violence. The social network 
said it will consider a variety of factors 
to decide if a group meets its criteria 
for a ban, including its name, the biog-
raphy or “about” section of the page, 
and discussions within the page, group 
or Instagram account.

Mentions of QAnon in a group fo-
cused on a different subject won’t nec-
essarily lead to a ban, Facebook said. 
Administrators of banned groups will 
have their personal accounts disabled 
as well.

Less than two months ago, Facebook 
said it would stop promoting the group 
and its adherents, although it faltered 
with spotty enforcement. It said it 
would only remove QAnon groups if 
they promote violence. That is no lon-
ger the case.

The company said it started to en-
force the policy Tuesday but cautioned 
that it “will take time and will contin-
ue in the coming days and weeks.”

Critics called it a much-needed, 
though belated, move by Facebook.

“Now that they have announced that 
they will treat the QAnon ideology like 
the very real threat that it is, we hope 
that they will follow up with some 
modicum of evidence showing how 
the ban is being enforced and whether 
it is fully effective,” said Jonathan A. 
Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-Defama-
tion League and one of the founders 

of the Stop Hate for Profit campaign, 
which organized a Facebook boycott 
by advertisers.

But the conspiracy theory has al-
ready seeped into mainstream politics. 
Several Republican running for Con-
gress this year are QAnon-friendly.

By the time Facebook and other so-
cial media companies began enforcing 
— however limited — policies against 
QAnon, critics said it was largely too 
late. Reddit, which began banning 
QAnon groups in 2018, was well 
ahead, and to date it has largely avoid-
ed having a notable QAnon presence 
on its platform.

“We’ve seen several issues that led 
to today’s update,” Facebook said in a 
blog post. 

“While we’ve removed QAnon 
content that celebrates and supports 
violence, we’ve seen other QAnon 
content tied to different forms of real 
world harm, including recent claims 

that the west coast wildfires were start-
ed by certain groups, which diverted 
attention of local officials from fight-
ing the fires and protecting the public.”

Twitter did not immediately respond 
to a message for comment on Tuesday.

Also on Tuesday, Citigroup Inc. re-
portedly fired a manager in its technol-
ogy department after an investigation 
found that he operated a prominent 
website dedicated to QAnon. Accord-
ing to Bloomberg, Jason Gelinas had 
been placed on paid leave after he was 
identified on Sept. 10 by a fact-check-
ing site as the operator of the website 
QMap.pub and its associated mobile 
apps.

In a statement, Citi confirmed that 
Gelinas is no longer with the company 
and added that employees are required 
to abide by its code of conduct. 

This includes disclosing and obtain-
ing permission for outside business 
activity.

Facebook says it will ban groups 
that openly support QAnon

In this May 14, 2020, file photo, a person carries a sign supporting QAnon at a protest 
rally in Olympia, Wash. Facebook said Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2020, that it will remove Face-
book pages, groups and Instagram accounts for “representing QAnon.
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(REUTERS) The White 
House contact tracing 
program is too haphaz-
ard to pinpoint or halt a 
COVID-19 outbreak that 
was rapidly spreading in the 
U.S. capital city, health ex-
perts and city officials said 
on Tuesday.

Washington reported here 
105 new cases of the coro-
navirus for Oct 5, the may-
or’s office said, the highest 
figure since June.

Elected officials who 
represent Washington and 
surrounding areas where 
many White House and 
other government workers 
live said they feared the 
outbreak connected to the 
Trump administration was 
“out of control.”

President Donald Trump 
disclosed on Friday that he 
and his wife, Melania, were 
infected, and the list of peo-
ple who were in their prox-
imity or at the White House 
in the days before the dis-
closure was still growing.

A presidential military 
aide and a military valet 
were the latest to test pos-
itive for the highly conta-
gious disease.

White House staff tests are 
not reported with the rest of 
the city’s results, and local 
officials are concerned staff 
and visitors could spread it 
to family and friends.

“We are alarmed and dis-
mayed by the casual dis-
regard for the health of 
our community, including 

constituents who work at 
the White House as staff, 
agents or officers of the 
United States Secret Ser-
vice, journalists of the 
White House Correspon-
dents Association, and the 
general public,” a group of 
Congressional Democrats 
who represent the city and 
nearby Maryland and Vir-
ginia said in a statement.

A White House event 
on Sept. 26 for Supreme 
Court nominee Amy Coney 
Barrett was suspected of 
spreading infections, as was 
an Air Force One flight that 
evening with Trump.

But several staff, guests 
and journalists at the event 
or on the flight told Reuters 
they have not been con-
tacted by the White House 
medical team.

Ideally, anyone who was 
at the White House the 
weekend before Trump said 
he was infected should be 

quarantining, “especially 
in this case where there is a 
cluster emerging,” said Jer-
emy Konyndyk, from the 
Center for Global Develop-
ment think tank, who previ-
ously led the U.S. response 
to the Ebola outbreak.

Contact tracers should be 
identifying where the clus-
ter of infected cases was 
at the White House, said 
Konyndyk, notifying any-
one who was near them, 
and trying to pinpoint the 
“index case,” or person 
who likely spread the virus 
to everyone else.

Then they should go back-
ward to follow that person’s 
movements over previous 
days, and notify people the 
spreader was with, he said.

Instead, some White 
House guests, visitors and 
reportersare taking matters 
into their own hands.

Reverend Paul Scalia 
of the St. James Catholic 

Church in suburban Virgin-
ia, who attended the Sept. 
26 ceremony at the Rose 
Garden, made arrange-
ments for testing and quar-
antined as soon as he heard 
of the president’s condition 
on Friday.

“The lack of masks and 
social distancing at that 
event has become a legit-
imate cause of concern, 
especially since the Pres-
ident’s Covid-19 diagno-
sis and hospitalization,” 
Scalia, the son of the late 
Supreme Court Justice An-
tonin Scalia, said in a letter 
here to his church. He said 
White House staff told him 
he could remove his mask 
after testing negative before 
the event.

Other politicians are go-
ing about life as usual.

Defying airline policy 
banning those who have 
been exposed, three Repub-
lican members of Congress 
from Minnesota - Represen-
tatives Pete Stauber, Tom 
Emmer and Jim Hagedorn 
- flew home from Washing-
ton on Friday despite hav-
ing traveled with Trump to 
and from a rally in Duluth 
on Wednesday.

Aides to the three law-
makers, who had tested 
negative for coronavirus, 
did not respond to requests 
for comment about whether 
there had been any contact 
tracing.

During a flight after the 

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

White House contact tracing 
questioned as COVID-19 spreads

General view of the White House early in the morning after U.S. 
President Donald Trump was taken to hospital in the wake of 
his coronavirus disease (COVID-19) diagnosis, in Washington, 
D.C., U.S. October 3, 2020. REUTERS

cont’d on pg 21
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(CNN) Singapore will offer a one-
time payment to aspiring parents 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

The country’s deputy prime minister 
said the incentive would help reassure 
people who face financial pressure and 
are worried about their jobs.

“We have received feedback that 
Covid-19 has caused some aspiring 
parents to postpone their parenthood 
plans,” Heng Swee Keat told lawmak-
ers on Monday.

“This is fully understandable, espe-
cially when they face uncertainty with 
their income,” he added.

Heng said the payment would help 
parents with expenses, but he did not 
confirm how much would be paid out.

Despite a largely successful public 
health response to the pandemic, Sin-
gapore’s economy has been thrown 
into a deep recession.

GDP likely shrank 12.6% in the 
second quarter compared to the same 
time the previous year, marking “the 
steepest drop on record,” according to 
economists.

Singapore has one of the lowest birth 
rates in the world, a statistic that suc-
cessive governments have attempted 
unsuccessfully to reverse.

The fertility rate now stands at just 
1.14 births per woman, according to 

its national statistics body.
That places it level with Hong Kong, 

according to the World Bank. Only 
South Korea and the US territory of 
Puerto Rico have lower rates.

For a country to naturally repopulate 
itself, women must have 2.1 babies 
on average — though most developed 
countries are now below that level, as 
a decline in the proportion of couples 
and the lessening importance of tradi-
tional gender roles have seen fertility 
rates drop globally.

Singapore has struggled to reverse 
the trend since the 1980s, with public 
campaigns encouraging childbirth and 
a host of financial and tax incentives 
unable to stop its slump.

“Like many developed countries, 
Singapore’s key population challeng-
es are our low fertility and an ageing 
population,” the government wrote in 
a 2011 report. “Our aim is to achieve 
a sustainable population that supports 
both economic growth and social co-
hesion, so that Singapore remains vi-
brant and liveable.”

The country has avoided the worst 
of the global pandemic, isolating sus-
pected cases early, imposing strict 
lockdowns when clusters of infections 
became apparent, and using techno-
logical innovations to rush out a con-
tact tracing network. Just 27 people 
have died as a result of Covid-19, ac-
cording to Johns Hopkins University.

Singapore will pay citizens to 
have a baby during pandemic

Sept. 26 White House 
event, an unmasked Trump 
came back to the rear of 
the plane to speak to jour-
nalists, including a Reuters 
correspondent, standing 
just a few feet away.

New York Times corre-
spondent Michael Shear, 
who was on the flight and 
later tested positive for the 

virus, told Axios his wife 
has also tested positive. 
“The collateral damage is 
going to be pretty signifi-
cant, I think,” he said.

No one at the White 
House had reached out to 
him to trace his contacts 
despite his proximity to the 
president, he said.

Spokesman Judd Deere 
said the White House has 

a “robust contact tracing 
program led by the White 
House Medical Unit with 
CDC integration,” and add-
ed it was “consistent with 
CDC guidelines.”

There is currently no reg-
ular testing and tracing re-
gime in place for the more 
than 20,000 people who 
work in the dozen buildings 
that form the U.S. Capitol 

complex.
Both Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell 
and House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi have resisted estab-
lishing one, at least partly 
because of the huge number 
of people involved, argu-
ing that the 535 members 
of Congress should not cut 
ahead of others in more dire 
need of testing.

cont’d from pg 20
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(Aljazeera) Kyrgyzstan’s 
Prime Minister Kubatbek 
Boronov has stepped down 
after the Central Electoral 
Commission annulled the re-
sults of Sunday’s parliamen-
tary elections in response to 
accusations of vote-rigging.

Boronov and Dastan Jum-
abekov, the speaker of the 
country’s parliament, pre-
sented their resignation let-
ters at a meeting of legisla-
tors in the capital Bishkek on 
Tuesday.

At an emergency session 
on Tuesday, the parliament 
appointed Sadyr Zhaparov, 
a founder of the opposition 
Mekenchil party, which had 
lost the election, as acting 
prime minister.

Earlier on Tuesday, Zhap-
arov had been released by 
protesters from prison, where 
he was serving a sentence of 
11 years and six months for 
taking a government official 
hostage in 2013.

Thousads took to Ala-Too’s 
square on Monday to pro-
test against electoral fraud. 
The riots that ensued saw 
the security services respond 
with tear gas, rubber bullets 
and shock grenades against 
the protesters, killing one 
19-year-old and injuring 590.

Later that day, protesters 
stormed the White House, 
which hosts the offices of the 
country’s president and par-
liament.

A video that made rounds 
on social media saw mem-
bers of the security services 

declare: “We’re with you.”
A group of 13 opposition 

parties on Tuesday formed a 
Coordinating Council which 
has temporarily assumed full 
responsibility for finding a 
way out of the current dead-
lock.

The mayors of Bishkek 
and Osh and the governors of 
Naryn, Talas, and Issyk-Kul 
regions have resigned.

While President Sooronbay 
Jeenbekov – who was allied 
with Boronov – made an ap-
pearance calling for calm, 
most believe his days in pow-
er are numbered.

Kyrgyzstan is no stranger 
to political upheavals. In the 
past 15 years, the country 
faced two revolutions – in 
2005 and 2010 – against the 
corrupt political class and 
electoral fraud.

The 2010 revolution saw 
ethnic clashes in the majority 
Uzbek south of the country 
in which more than 400 peo-
ple lost their lives and many 
thousands were displaced.

The regional divide be-
tween north and south has 
long been the most signifi-
cant split in Kyrgyz society, 
with the 2010 revolution seen 
as orchestrated by the north 
and imposed on the disen-
franchised south.

The new constitution draft-
ed following the upheaval 
was meant to bring about a 
parliamentary democracy.

But in 2020, the vision of a 
democratic Kyrgyzstan, often 
called the island of democra-
cy in a heavily authoritarian 
region, seems far-fetched.

Sunday’s election saw 
widespread reports of 
vote-buying and high mo-
bilisation of administrative 
resources in favour of the 
three main governing parties 
– especially Mekenim Kyr-
gyzstan, funded by the busi-
nessmen and former deputy 
customs chief Raimbek Ma-
traimov.

“A lot of people felt that 
this was to be expected con-
sidering how the two ruling 

parties didn’t just win but 
won so obviously in a ma-
nipulated way,” Christopher 
Schwartz, a Bishkek-based 
journalist and expert, told Al 
Jazeera.

“A lot of people are frus-
trated and disappointed and 
believe that the authorities 
have had this coming.”

Schwartz said that the 
streets of Bishkek were 
mostly calm, but tense, on 
Tuesday, and that people are 
sitting tight and waiting for 
what is to come.

“There is significantly less 
violence than in the previ-
ous revolution 10 years ago 
but certainly nobody knows 
where this is going,” he said.

Hopes were high ahead 
of the election that the vote 
might bring a long-awaited 
change in the country. But 
none of the opposition parties 
reached the 7 percent thresh-
old required to enter parlia-
ment.

Bruce Pannier, a correspon-
dent with US-funded Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
(RFE/RL), told Al Jazeera 
that in Sunday’s election, 
unlike in other votes, a num-
ber of opposition parties put 
forward younger candidates 
who have lived most of their 
lives in the independent na-
tion that followed Soviet rule.

“So there were expecta-
tions that things might be 
moving in a different direc-
tion. A lot of opposition par-
ties had pretty charismatic 
figures,” Pannier said.

Kyrgyzstan prime minister 
resigns amid election protests

People protest against the results of a parliamentary vote in 
Bishkek
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RENEWAL OF WORK PERMITS
The Labour Department wishes to inform the general public that 
the Cabinet of Antigua and Barbuda has decided that until fur-
ther notice, work permit renewal applications are not required to 
be advertised by employers. 
ALL new work permit applications, including change of employ-
ers, MUST be accompanied by proper proof of advertisement, 
copies of applications received in response to job advertise-
ment and a proper justification for work permit application.  
Please be guided accordingly.

EAG TRASH CHALLENGE CLEANUP
Register your crew, collect your curated COVID-19 cleanup kit, 
download the Cleanswell App, clean up while social distancing 
and take photos and tag us on social media @eagantigua for 
the Environment Awareness Group`s Trash Challenge Antigua 
& Barbuda #COVIDCLEANUP on Saturday, October 10. Reg-
ister at http: / /bit.ly / covidcleanup268 or call 462 6236 for more 
information.

CADET CORPS REGISTRATION 
Registration to the Antigua and Barbuda National Cadet Corps 
for children aged 13-18 will take place each Saturday in Oc-
tober from 9am - 12:30pm at the Ex-Servicemen Association 
Building, Camp Site (opposite Sagicor Insurance, close to the 
Prime Minister's Office). 
Each child should be accompanied by a parent or guardian and 
should have a copy of their birth certificate, a passport picture, 
proof that the child is enrolled in an educational institution, in-
cluding the Antigua State College, ABICE, ABITT. This proof 
can be the acceptance letter or school bus pass and a registra-
tion fee of EC$25. Please wear masks and bring your own pen.

WOMEN LEADERS
Young women aged 18 to 25 who are interested in leadership 
and living in Antigua and Barbuda, are being sought ahead of 
an upcoming conference. The Antigua and Barbuda Parliament 
in partnership with ParlAmericas will be hosting a “Young Wom-
en in Leadership” conference through October and November 
2020. Visit www.ciwil.org or call 462-4822 or 464-2705 for more 
information. Submit your community notices to news@point-
ville.ag

ROAD WORK ON SIR GEORGE WALTER HIGHWAY:
Road work continues in Phase 2B between Mi Casa Imports 
Ltd to Sir Sidney Walling Hwy (Factory Rd) junction from. Local 
access will be maintained for the duration of this closure and 
there will be business as usual. Business owners, customers 
and residents trying to gain access are asked to enter from the 
northern end of closure from Dees Service Station (Rubis) junc-
tion.

AGS SUSPENDS AFTERSCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
In order to bring the Antigua Grammar School into full com-
pliance with the Ministry of Education`s Safety Protocols 
for the protection of staff and students from the effects of 
the Covid–19 pandemic, the general public is asked to take 
note that with immediate effect and until further notice, all 
non-educational after hours activities on the school`s prem-
ises have been suspended. This includes sporting activities 
or meetings of any kind. Any inconvenience caused is re-
gretted.

COMMUNITY NO TICES

Community Notices
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President of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Swimming Federation, Dr. Derek Mar-
shall, says clubs around the island are 
actively practicing while adhering to 
the health protocols set out by the Min-
istry of Health. 

“Before COVID-19, we had a lot of 
plans in place to participate in a number 
of tournaments including CARIFTA. 
FINA, the body recognized by the in-
ternational Olympic Committee (IOC) 
for administering international swim-
ming competitions, has canceled all 
events for 2020,” Marshall noted. 

In the Caribbean, similar decisions 

have been taken to cancel all tourna-
ments for 2020. Despite the disappoint-
ments this year, Marshall explained that 
he is hoping 2021 can be productive as 
athletes have been deflated by the fact 
that, at least for the immediate future, 
there will be no competitions to look 
forward to. 

There are five clubs on island and 
Marshall expressed that plans are in 
place to prepare the athletes going for-
ward. 

“Most of our top swimmers train and 
are based abroad,” he shared. 

Regarding the association’s funding, 

Marshall explained that they are sup-
ported by the parents of their mem-
bers, the National Olympic Committee, 
FINA and the government.  

He is also encouraging parents to join 
their children’s swimming clubs as it is 
a life saving sport. 

We are surrounded by water and most 
swimmers turn out to be good students 
and productive citizens,” Marshall said.

The West Indies are sched-
uled to play three Twenty20 
(T20) Internationals and 
two Tests from November 
27th to December 15th, and 
according to Cricket West 
Indies (CWI)  chief selector, 
Roger Harper, an expanded 
squad of reserves will be in-
cluded in keeping with the 
new protocols amid the nov-
el coronavirus pandemic.

“There’ll be a T20 Inter-
national team and of course 
the Test team and as usual 
now. We’ll be taking some 
reserve players on tour 
which will serve to provide 
backup players if needed 
during the tour as well as 
provide practice players,” 
Harper told i95FM Sports.

“What is likely to happen, 
because of scheduling, is the 
Test team is likely to go out 
first and have an early camp 
and some of the T20 players 
who are in the region will 

travel with that Test team 
and the T20 players who are 
involved in the IPL (Indian 
Premier League) will join 
the team later.”

The tour is the second one 
for West Indies, following 
their historic three Test se-
ries in England last July the 
first to be played in a bios-
ecure environment due to 
COVID-19.

No spectators were al-
lowed at matches and play-
ers were placed in an iso-
lated bubble away from the 
general public for the dura-
tion of the tour.

New Zealand has been 
one of the most successful 
nations in managing the 
pandemic with 1500 con-
firmed infections, only 41 
active cases and 25 deaths.

Despite the relatively low 
risk, Harper said players had 
been briefed on the proto-
cols and would be given the 

option to decline selection.
“There was a briefing re-

cently where the players 
were informed of what is 
taking place, what measures 
have been put in place, what 
protocols will obtain during 
the tour and when we look 
at finalizing the squad, we’ll 
discuss with them whether 
they are willing to tour or 
not and get their position on 
that,” Harper explained.

He added: “At this point, 
we’ve not had a definite in-
dication from anyone that 
they’re not interested in 
touring.”

West Indies were forced to 
travel without left-handers 
Darren Bravo and Shim-
ron Hetmyer along with 
all-rounder Keemo Paul for 
the tour of England after the 
trio declined selection due 
to COVID-19 fears.

The tour, however, was 
seen as a success for the 

new biosecure protocols 
and West Indies Women 
subsequently undertook a 
five-match T20 Internation-
al series in England earlier 
this month.

West Indies will open 
the tour of New Zealand 
with the T20 series, the 
first match scheduled for 
Eden Park in Auckland un-
der lights, with the last two 
set for Bay Oval in Mount 
Maunganui on November 
29th and 30th.

Seddon Park in Hamilton 
will host the first Test start-
ing December 3th with the 
historic Basin Reserve in 
Wellington the stage for the 
second Test beginning De-
cember 11th.

West Indies have not won 
a Test series on New Zea-
land soil in 25 years. Their 
last Test series win over the 
Black Caps was eight years 
ago in the Caribbean.

Windies squads for NZ tour 
to be chosen next week

Swimming Federation preparing for 2021
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Didier Drogba has been told he is 
not eligible to stand in upcoming elec-
tions where the next president of the 
Ivory Coast Football Federation (FIF) 
will be decided.

Along with three others, Drogba 
submitted papers to stand in the polls 
earlier this month.

The FIF’s Electoral Commission 
ruled that the former Chelsea striker 
did not fulfill its long list of eligibility 
criteria.

His bid was rejected as two of the 
names he submitted as his sponsors 
were ruled not to have the necessary 
authority to do so.

Officials from the Ivorian club, Afri-
ca Sport, and a body representing ref-

erees, AMAF-CI, have backed the fed-
eration’s current First Vice President, 
Sory Diabate.

Different officials from the same or-
ganizations had also signed Drogba’s 
papers, with the FIF commission rul-
ing they were not authorized to do so.

In the case of Africa Sport, a sport-
ing club in Ivory Coast, the head of its 
football section had given his approval 
to Drogba while the chairman of the 
whole club had backed Diabate.

It meant that Drogba only had the 
backing of two top flight Ivorian clubs 
and not the three that FIF statutes de-
mand.

The rejection will come as a bitter 
blow to football fans in Ivory Coast, 

thousands of whom had come out to 
support him earlier this month when 
he submitted his bid to stand for the 
presidency of FIF.

Drogba has five days to appeal the 
decision.

FIFA, football’s world 
governing body, has been 
ordered to pay $60,000 to 
the Trinidad and Tobago Su-
preme Court Registrar on or 
before October 15. 

This is in relation to a 
costs application filed by the 
United TTFA attorney, Mat-
thew Gayle, in the Court of 
Appeal in Port of Spain on 
Monday. 

If FIFA fails to pay the 
sum within the stipulated 
time, its appeal to not have 
the case against the Trinidad 
and Tobago Football As-
sociation (TTFA) heard in 
local courts will be thrown 
out.  

FIFA removed the William 
Wallace-led executive from 
the helm of the TTFA in 
mid-March citing massive 

debt and financial misman-
agement. The sport’s gov-
erning body then appointed 
a Normalization Committee 
to run Trinidad and Toba-
go’s football affairs. 

The ousted regime deemed 
this move by FIFA “ille-

gal” and opted to contest 
the matter in local courts. 
FIFA, however, maintains 
the stance that the Court of 
Arbitration (CAS) in Swit-
zerland is the only recog-
nized path to resolve such 
disputes. 

If FIFA does not pay the 
money, the procedural ap-
peal cannot go forward and 
cannot be heard on Octo-
ber 19. This means United 
TTFA would win the appeal 
to have the case heard in 
Trinidad.

Drogba rejected for Ivory 
Coast Federation polls

Didier Drogba

FIFA to pay 60K by October 15

istry of Tourism. 
In a conversation with 

PointeXpress, Anton fur-
ther explained that kite 
surfing has the potential 
to create revenue for Anti-
gua and Barbuda through 
sports tourism. In support 
of this he pointed to the 
vast numbers of people 
from Europe and North 
America who travel to the 
Dominican Republic to 
participate in the sport.

Anton, Tyson and other 
kite surfers can be found 

regularly at Jabberwock 
Beach honing their skills.

cont’d from pg 28

Adam Anton
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National kite surfer, Ti-
ger Tyson, has been fly-
ing under the radar on the 
sports scene in Antigua 
and Barbuda. 

The 18-year-old, who al-
ready has a wealth of ex-
perience as a kite surfer, 
has been representing the 
nation at the highest lev-
els on the world youth cir-
cuit. The two-time youth 
North American/Caribbe-
an champion is very pas-
sionate about the sport and 
says, despite the setback of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
he continues to train since 
it’s a non-contact sport. 

“I do most of my training 
at Jabberwock beach or out 
at Green Island,” Tyson 
stated. 

In 2017, Tyson partici-
pated in the Open World 
Championship, where he 

was ranked number. In the 
Youth Olympics in 2018, 
he secured fifth place and 
a year later in 2019 at the  
Pan American Games he 
finished in sixth place.

Tiger, who also competed 
in the 2017, 2018 and 2019 
World Championships and 
European Championships, 
says he is looking forward 
to the 2021 Olympics slat-
ed for Tokyo, Japan.  

Adam Anton is another 
instrumental figure in the 
development of kite surf-
ing on the island. Anton 
says kite surfers are mov-
ing toward forming an as-
sociation in order to better 
organise and grow their 
sport. 

He also noted that kite 
surfing is a very expensive 
sport which may be part of 
the reason why there are 

not more participants lo-
cally. Nonetheless, Anton 
is encouraging young An-
tiguans and Barbudans to 
try kite surfing which is a 
very exciting sport.  

The cost for a startup 
gear costs in the region 
of US$1000.00. Intense 
lessons lasting between 

three and seven days at 
minimum are also required 
before new participants in 
the sport will be ready to 
go out to sea alone.

The community of Anti-
gua and Barbuda kite surf-
ers have also expressed 
that they are eagerly look-
ing forward to 2021 and to 
the continuation of amica-
ble relations with the Min-

National kite surfer, Tiger Tyson

Kite surfing moving towards 
forming an association

cont’d on pg 27


