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The Ministry of Education 
will present an overview of 
the country’s performance 
in the Caribbean Second-
ary Education Certificate 
(CSEC) examinations held 
this year.

Education Minister, Mi-
chael Browne, Director of 
Education, Clare Browne, 
and local CXC Registrar, 
Myrick Smith will address 
the nation in a press confer-

ence to be held on Thursday.
At the press conference, 

the education officials will 
provide statistical data on 
the performance of local 
students in the exams partic-
ularly as they compare with 
performances in previous 
years.

Results from the exams are 
already available to students 
who can access them via the 
CXC website by using their 

registration ID number.
The overall results are, 

however, sent to the min-
istry which will conduct a 
comparative analysis and 
present its findings to the 
public.

This year has been a chal-
lenge as the coronavirus 
pandemic affected all as-
pects of education after the 
shutdown in March this 
year. It also caused the start 
of the regional examination 
to be postponed.

Local News
Ministry of Education to 

address CSEC results

Education Minister, Michael 
Browne
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Health Minister, Molwyn 

Joseph, is heading to Cabi-
net today with a list of mea-
sures aimed at persons who 
have insisted on flouting the 
country’s COVID-19 proto-
cols.

Dissatisfied with the level 
of adherence to COVID-19 
protocols displayed by some 
persons, Joseph said that the 
new measures, which are 
intended to ensure compli-
ance, will first be taken to 
Cabinet for approval and 
thereafter go into immediate 
effect.

Under the State of Emer-
gency, the government is 
allowed to make certain de-
cisions in the interest of its 
citizens and residents.

While most persons were 
generally compliant with 
the health protocols early 
on in the State of Emergen-
cy, Joseph said many have 
become reckless in their 
behavior and attitude re-
garding the policies imple-
mented by the Ministry of 
Health. 

“I am observing that the 
populace that was so com-
pliant with the protocols in 
March, April and May ap-
pears to think, by their con-
duct, that this fight against 
the virus is over. It is not. 
Hence we see more reckless 
behavior where people are 
not wearing masks as they 
were doing back in March, 
April and May. We are see-
ing where social distancing 
is not being complied with. 
We are seeing where people 
who are given the privilege 
of self-quarantine violate 

the rules of the quarantine, 
especially some citizens and 
residents of Antigua and 
Barbuda,” the minister re-
vealed.			

Minister Joseph asserted 
that this careless behavior 
places the country at serious 
risk of domestic spread of 
COVID-19.

“If we have reckless be-
havior where people who 
are supposed to be in quar-
antine are out in the com-
munity and we get commu-
nity spread, we are going 
to be stretching the human 
resource of the country. I 
say this in the context that 
we are moving into the flu 
season as well as the dengue 
season. When you combine 
the possible challenge of the 
flu with dengue and COVID 
then I hope the people can 
understand my concerns,” 

he declared. 	
While he did not speci-

fy what measures will be 
tightened and whether new 
guidelines will be intro-
duced, the health minister 
told reporters on Tuesday 
that steps had to be tak-
en to prevent a spike in 
COVID-19 cases because of 
a lack of public cooperation. 

He also mentioned that 
persons are known to be 
hosting private parties 
which increases the risk of 
the domestic spread of the 
disease.

“If people don’t behave 
there must be sanction. You 
cannot have a few people 
in the country spoil it for 
the majority of the people. 
It is not right, there is no 
justice in having the health 
care workers putting in long 
hours or work tracing those 

who may have come into 
contact with an infected 
individual,” Joseph empha-
sized. 

According to the Ministry 
of Health, its contact trac-
ing officers worked over the 
last weekend in the hopes of 
making headway in discov-
ering the source of infection 
and those who may have 
been exposed to the latest 
patient to test positive for 
coronavirus.

Minister condemns reckless behaviour

Health Minister, Molwyn Jo-
seph
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Cuba has launched a ro-
bust defense of its medical 
brigades who are helping to 
strengthen the medical ser-
vices offered in many Latin 
American and Caribbean 
countries.

The Cuban doctors, nurs-
es and other health special-
ists form the backbone of 
Cuba’s assistance to many 
countries in the region, how-
ever, the recent successes of 
the medical teams and their 
willingness to work along-

side local medical teams in 
countries as far away as Eu-
rope and Africa to fight the 
COVID-19 virus have also 
attracted the renewed atten-
tion and scrutiny of the U.S 
government.

Cuba’s Ambassador to 
Antigua and Barbuda, Ma-
ria Fiffe Cabreja, told Point-
eXpress that American 
politicians such as Senator 
Marco Rubio of Florida 
have launched a campaign 
to brand the Cuban medical 

assistance programme as a 
form of slavery. She strong-
ly rejects this description of 
the brigade and its work.

Currently, in Antigua 
and Barbuda, there are two 
teams of medical special-
ists; one has been on the 
ground in Antigua and Bar-
buda for several years while 
the other are members of the 
Henry Reeve International 
Medical Brigade.

Ambassador Cabreja con-
tinued that the Henry Reeve 

Brigade specializes in di-
saster situations and serious 
pathogen outbreaks, such as 
the global coronavirus pan-
demic. 

Its mission is to provide 
humanitarian and medical 
assistance to the population 
of countries hit by natural 
disasters and epidemics and 
to contribute to their recov-
ery. 

The first deployment of 
the medical brigade was to 
New Orleans in the United 
States following the Hur-
ricane Katrina disaster in 
2005.

She described the basic 
principles of the brigades’ 
work as the defense and the 
exercise of the human right 
to health, which entails 
free-of-charge universal ac-
cess to health and universal 
health coverage for people 
and communities, without 
distinction of race, religion, 
political ideology or eco-
nomic and social status.

The Cuban government 
representative disclosed 
that currently there are sev-
enty-three Cuban medical 
specialists working in Anti-
gua and Barbuda, including 
two doctors and two nurses 
based in Codrington. 

Of that total, thirteen 
are members of the Henry 
Reeve Brigade while the 
other sixty are members of 
the brigade who were sta-

Local News
Cuba staunchly defends 

its medical brigades

cont’d on pg 5
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tioned here previously. 

They form an integral part 
of the health care services at 
the Mount St John’s Medi-
cal Centre where they offer 
a range of services includ-
ing dental care.

Members of the Henry 
Reeve Brigade arrived in St. 
John’s in late March and, af-
ter two weeks in quarantine, 
joined the medical team 
dealing with COVID-19 
cases.

“Our medical brigades 
contribute to Antigua and 
Barbuda’s development as 
we contribute to develop-
ment to other countries in 
the region. The assistance 
offered by our health bri-
gades are critical to our 
neighbours and further 

afield. Now the US is threat-
ening countries that utilize 
the services of the brigades. 
I am happy that Prime Min-
ister Gaston Browne is on 
record stating his opposi-
tion to this policy,” she re-
marked.

She said the new US poli-
cy has sinister intent. 

“It’s another attempt by 
the US to bring further hard-
ship to the Cuban people but 
also it is aimed at disman-
tling the health sector of 
countries of the region.”

In addition to the work of 
the Cuban medical brigades, 
many of the doctors work-
ing at MSJMC, as well as 
several in private practice, 
were trained on scholar-
ships offered by the Cuban 
government. Cuba’s Ambassador to Antigua and Barbuda, Maria Fiffe Cabreja

cont’d from pg 4
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Antigua and Barbuda 
is among nine Caribbean 
countries that will be in-
cluded in a travel bubble 
following discussions held 
among CARICOM leaders 
in a bid to revive the travel 
and tourism sectors.

In a statement, the CAR-
ICOM Secretariat revealed 
that the decision was taken 
during a special emergency 
session last Friday in which 
“they acknowledged that 
the past six months have 
been a very challenging pe-
riod globally and regionally, 
as countries have struggled 
to cope with the effects of 
the novel coronavirus”.

The leaders agreed that 
the bubble would come into 
effect from Friday, Septem-
ber 18, once the countries 
involved meet the agreed 
criteria.

On Tuesday, Health Min-
ister, Molwyn Joseph, an-
nounced that Antigua and 
Barbuda is among five 
OECS territories and Barba-
dos that will form an initial 
travel bubble.

According to the Secre-
tariat, the regional leaders 
noted that for CARICOM, 
the period following border 
closures resulting from the 
coronavirus outbreak has 
been particularly difficult 
given the high dependence 
in most of the economies on 
the travel and tourism sec-
tors.

“In agreeing to estab-
lish the bubble, the Heads 
were guided by a compre-
hensive report from the 
Caribbean Public Health 
Agency (CARPHA), which 
provided recommendations 
on how the bubble would 
operate, and laid out the eli-
gibility criteria for countries 
to participate.” 

The statement said that the 
recommendations included 
that countries would be cat-
egorised ranging from those 

with no cases to those which 
had low, medium, high and 
very high risk with respect 
to the rate of positive cases 
over a 14-day period.

It said that the level of risk 
would be determined by the 
amount of positive cases per 
100,000 of the population 
within a 14-day period and 
“only those countries with 
no cases and those in the 
low-risk category would be 
allowed to participate in the 
bubble; and CARPHA will 

assess relevant data to ad-
vise on participation in the 
bubble”.

The statement said that 
regional leaders also agreed 
that travellers from coun-
tries within the bubble 
would be allowed entry 
without being subjected to 
PCR testing prior to arrival 
and would also not have to 
undergo quarantine restric-
tions. Travellers may, how-
ever, be subjected to screen-
ing on arrival.

Antigua and Barbuda 
included in travel bubble
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The Antigua and Barbuda 
Humane Society has joined 
dog owner, Euwen Vigo, in 
commending two teenagers 
whose swift and responsi-
ble action resulted in the 
rescue and return to safety 
of Vigo’s dog, Snow.

Snow was startled by the 
sound of thunder and left 
the safety of his yard end-
ing up in the Pigott’s play-
ing field. 

Shamaine Morris and 
Dexter George, both stu-
dents at Sir Novelle Rich-
ards Academy, saw the dog, 
noticed he was wearing a 
dog licence tag and called 
the number on the tag. 

The Humane Society was 
able to identify the owner 
by searching the dog reg-
istration database for the 
contact information.

“This is how the dog reg-
istration system is supposed 
to work. 

When dogs are micro-
chipped and licensed, their 
ownership can be traced 
and when they are lost it is 
a simple step to return them 
to their owner. 

In this case, because Snow 
was wearing his dog tag, as 
required by law, there was 
no need to bring him in and 
scan for the microchip. 

His owner was able to be 
identified by means of the 
licence number on the tag,” 
said a statement from the 
Humane Society.

The Humane Society 
commended Euwen Vigo 
for following the law and 
registering his dog and 
Shamaine and Dexter for 
their kind and responsible 
action. 

The Humane Society said 
in a statement that it hopes 
all dog owners will take 
note of this story and ensure 
their dogs are registered.  

Local News
Two teenagers set a good example

  

P.O. Box 2666  Tel: 268 562 5437/9 
St. John’s  Fax: 268 562 5438 
Antigua, W.I.  E-mail: abipco@ab.gov.ag 

 
Antigua and Barbuda Intellectual Property & Commerce 

 
24th day of August 2018 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
 

Clary Bar 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above-captioned Business Name was duly registered on the 24/08/2018 in 
the Registry of Business with the following particulars: 
 
Name of Proprietor(s):  Ivelise Valdez De Oleo 
 
 
 
Place of Business:  Johnsons Village, St. John’s, ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
 
 
Nature of Business:  5630. Beverage serving activities 
    Bar 
 
 
Registration Date:  24/08/2018 
 
 
Business Number:  B2223/2018 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
 Deputy Registrar 
  
 Conliffe Clarke 
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The popular Fort James 

restaurant, Beach Limerz, 
has been singled out by the 
Ministry of Tourism for its 
innovative implementation 
of the national guidelines 
for restaurant operations 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The ministry commented 
on the fact that the restau-
rant’s owner and general 
manager, Barry ‘Scorpion’ 
Edwards, had made nota-
ble adjustments which were 
in keeping with the stan-
dards set by the Ministry of 
Health to limit the spread of 
the coronavirus.

“From the new wattle and 
daub entrance gate, to glass 
and acrylic partitions and a 
patio extension for a more 
scenic dining experience, 
social distancing and crowd 
control are now achievable. 
Of course, hand washing, 
and sanitizing stations are 
an added feature and strict 
adherence to temperature 
checks at the entrance is a 
must do!” a press release 
from the Ministry of Tour-
ism said.

Tourism Minister, Charles 
‘Max’ Fernandez, and other 
tourism executives, who re-
cently toured the restaurant 
and entertainment center, 
all returned positive impres-
sions. 

“All additions have blend-
ed uniquely well with the 
ambiance of the establish-
ment and this is quite im-
pressive!” remarked Minis-
ter Fernandez.

According Beach Lim-
erz’s proprietor, Scorpion, 
adjustments have also been 
made in order to direct pa-
trons to outside seating 
which will allow for great-
er adherence to social dis-
tancing requirements for the 
protection of both local cus-
tomers and tourists. 

“We are looking to con-
tinue these precautionary 
measures even beyond the 

COVID-19 pandemic be-
cause our local and visitor 
clientele experience is ex-
tremely important to us with 
safety being paramount at 
all times,” Edwards stated.

The Beach Limerz 
Restaurant was recently 
recognized by Trip Advisor 
as being among the top ten 
percent of businesses on 
their platform that offer the 
best dining experience.

Beach Limerz gets ‘Thumbs Up’
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Antigua and Barbuda is 
offering congratulations to 
the United Nations, now 
celebrating 75 years since 
its official launch in Octo-
ber, 1945.

The congratulatory mes-
sage was extended by Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne 
during a high level held to 
commemorate the 75th An-
niversary of the United Na-
tions. PM Browne attended 
the virtual meeting which 
was held under the theme, 
“The future we want, the 
United Nations we need: 
reaffirming our collective 
commitment to multilateral-
ism”.

“The multilateralism 
which defines the United 
Nations is embedded in the 
approach which has worked 
best for its members when 
achieving its goals. The UN 
is the anchor of multilater-
alism; it applies a formula 
fed by elements of idealism 
and pragmatism. The ideal-
ism of the United Nations 
is captured by its founders 
in its Charter; they believed 
that there was a brighter fu-
ture for humanity which the 
United Nations could un-
lock,” Browne noted.

In renewing Antigua and 
Barbuda’s unwavering sup-
port for the principles of 

multilateralism, the prime 
minister denounced what 
he saw as recent attacks on 
the principle and UN itself. 
“The attack in recent years 
on multilateralism, may only 
undermine critical efforts to 
tackle global challenges. 
The United Nations is an 
indispensable organization 
that will resist and over-
come any actions intended 
to reduce its effectiveness,” 
he emphasized. 

The prime minister added 
that addressing the unprec-
edented COVID-19 glob-
al pandemic, utilizing the 
greatest multilateral insti-
tution created by humanity, 
would undoubtedly be most 
appropriate. 

Regarding efforts to fight 
the spread of the virus, he 
warned against what he saw 
as ‘vaccine nationalism as 
the new reality’.

“The people of Antigua 
and Barbuda express their 

heartfelt thanks to the World 
Health Organization and 
its regional body—the Pan 
American Health Organi-
zation—for the outstanding 
role which they have played 
in guiding the actions of 
governments throughout the 
Americas and the Caribbe-
an.

We pledge to fight pover-
ty, promote development, 
guarantee the rights of wom-
en and girls, and protect 
marginalized groups with-
in states including persons 
with disabilities,” he stated.

PM Browne also pledged 
Antigua and Barbuda’s sup-
port for efforts to stop global 
climate change noting that 
there is no ‘Planet B’ nor 
other celestial space upon 
which to live.

The prime minister called 
on his colleague world lead-
ers to put aside differences 
in a collective effort to re-
solve global issues.  

Local News

COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 

POLICE HEAD QUARTERS 

American Road 

St  John’s ​​​​​​​​​​​ 

Antigua

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

We, Catherine Francis & Jefferson Reid, of Jennings Village, DO 
HERE BY GIVE NOTICE, that it is our intention to apply at the 
next ordinary session to be held at the Magistrate’s Court, High 
Street, St John’s Antigua on October 1st 2020 next ensuring 
for a Retail License in respect of my premises known as The 
Hood Convenient Stop, located in Jennings Village, pursuant of 
section 11 of the Licensing (Intoxicating Liquor) Act, cap 249 of 
the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda, Revised Edition 1992.

23rd  September 2020

Catherine Francis 

.................................. ​​​​​​​​

Tel: 728-6003

Jefferson Reid

Tel: 723-5460

Antigua and Barbuda congratulates 
UN on its 75th anniversary

Prime Minister Gaston Browne attended the virtual meeting of 
the United Nations.
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The Department of Envi-

ronment (DoE) has conclud-
ed an extensive capacity 
training of several individu-
als in data management and 
file organization techniques. 

The training session was 
a collaboration between 
The Department of En-
vironment’s GEF funded 
Cross-Cutting Capacity De-
velopment (CCCD) and the 
GCF funded National Adap-
tation Plan (NAP). 

Over several weeks, the 
DoE said the training was 

geared to delivering an In-
troductory Geographic In-
formation System (GIS) to 
several agencies.

The Global Environment 
Facility (GEF), is an oper-
ating entity of the Financial 
Mechanism of the United 
Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC, or the Conven-
tion), provides financing 
to country-driven climate 
change mitigation (CCM) 
and climate change adapta-
tion (CCA) projects.

According to the DoE, 
“The objective of these 
trainings was to build the 
capacities of our local part-
ners and stakeholders in 
collecting and managing 
spatial data as well as to im-
prove their file management 
systems. 

“Twenty-seven individu-
als were trained in this first 
round of training with an-
other being planned for the 
upcoming weeks.”

Stakeholders including 
the National Office of Di-
saster Services (NODS), the 
Environmental Awareness 

Group (EAG) and several 
other Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGO’s) and 
interest groups benefited 
from the training. 

With the introduction of 
these learning instructions, 
the DoE said, “The CCCD 
and NAP projects seek to 
address gaps in local envi-
ronmental management and 
decision-making caused by 
insufficient and inadequate 
data collection, manage-
ment, and analysis as part of 
efforts to promote resilience 
to climate change and na-
tional development.”

Building capacity in climate resilience
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Over the past few months 
we have been publish-
ing bimonthly articles on 
topical human resources 
and labour issues with the 
hopes of assisting our col-
leagues or any reader that 
may need assistance navi-
gating these matters. 

This week, as we prepare 
to commemorate Human 
Resource Processionals’ 
Day on Saturday Septem-
ber 26, we use this space to 
introduce ourselves to you. 

The Human Resource 
Professionals of Antigua 
and Barbuda (HRPAB) is a 
registered non-profit, pro-
fessional association ded-
icated to the  advancement 
of the HR profession for 
national development. 

We began assembling 
informally from 2009 and 
the association was legal-
ly registered and officially 
launched in 2011. 

The founding members 
who demonstrated the 
drive and passion to get the 
association going are Ms. J 
Arlene Martin, the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Anti-
gua & Barbuda Employers’ 
Federation and Ms. De-
siree Edwards, a human re-
sources professional with 
over twenty-five years 
working in the industry. 

The current Executive 
includes our President, Mr. 
Laurie Louard assisted by 
First Vice President, Ms. 
Lucette James and Sec-
ond Vice President, Ms. 

Wendy Jackson. Our Sec-
retary, Mrs. Nicole Ed-
wards-Francis; Treasurer, 
Ms. J Arlene Martin and 
Assistant Secretary/Trea-
surer Lois Johnson com-
pletes the team along with 
Immediate Past President 
Ms. Desiree Edwards. 

HRPAB’s goals are to 
promote best practices, 
develop professionals and 
advocate human resources 
as our country’s most valu-
able development asset. 

We aim to achieve these 
goals through profession-
alism, adoption of best 
practices, networking, re-
search, and taking advan-
tage of opportunities to 
participate in national de-
velopment. 

We contribute to the na-
tional discussion through 
timely articles in the local 
print media, and we have 
been very active partic-
ularly in this Covid era, 
sharing best practice on 
several related matters. 

Our membership current-
ly stands at forty-four with 
eight prospective members 
hoping to be added to our 
roll shortly.  

Our membership rep-
resents private and public 
organizations as well as 
independent consultants 
specializing in one or more 
areas of human resource 
management and develop-
ment. 

Some of our members 
serve at the national level 

through service on the Na-
tional Labour Board and 
the Economic Recovery 
Commission while others 
have regional and inter-
national experience at the 
executive human resource 
management level. 

We readily accept invi-
tations to sit on discussion 
panels and make our con-
tribution to the national 
discourse on HR best prac-
tices and industrial mat-
ters. 

One of our proudest mo-
ments to date is our part-
nership with the Antigua 
& Barbuda Investment Au-
thority as facilitators of the 
Human Resource Manage-
ment Course in their “Mind 
Your Business” series, 
designed to equip small 
business owners and entre-
preneurs with the tools to 
adequately staff and man-
age their teams.  

This course covers top-
ics such as Recruitment, 
Training & Development, 
Key Documents & Record-
keeping, Compensation & 
Benefits and Handling Dis-

ciplinary Actions. 
Our current project in-

volves a national compen-
sation survey which we an-
ticipate we will complete 
by the end of November 
2020. 

HRPAB’s current affili-
ations include the Carib-
bean Society for Human 
Resource Professionals as 
well as the CaribHR Fo-
rum. 

Recently, we have been 
focusing on wellness and 
maintaining a healthy 
work/life balance. 

The challenges of the 
pandemic and econom-
ic downturn are wreaking 
havoc with employees in 
every way. The saying 
“you can’t pour from an 
empty cup” is especially 
true for us. 

We must protect and pro-
mote our own emotional 
wellness so we can give of 
our best to our profession 
and the teams we serve. 

Human Resource Profes-
sionals’ Day is designed to 
pay tribute to those work-
ing in HR departments 

About HRPAB: the Human Resource 
Professionals of Antigua & Barbuda

cont’d on pg 13
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The passing of Sir Selvyn 
Walter represents a mon-
umental loss of intellectu-
al forte, cultural pride and 
patriotism for the nation of 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
The University of the West 
Indies (The UWI) commu-
nity.

Sir Selvyn attended The 
UWI Mona Campus in the 
60s and played a leading 
role in what at the time was 
an extremely successful de-
bate team. He would regale 
his listeners with stories and 
lessons from the regional 
university, eternally proud 
to be a Pelican. Throughout 
his career and retirement, 
people continuously sought 
Sir Selvyn’s perspective on 
matters pertinent to local 
and regional issues. 

Sir Selvyn was a renais-
sance man. His significant 
contributions to his coun-
try were immense and var-
ied, spanning culture, com-
merce, history, music, the 
literary arts and politics. He 
was a prolific writer, chron-
icling culture, folklore, his-
tory and sports in books and 
series. His rivalled literary 
collections with his collec-
tion of artefacts, making his 

home a veritable museum. 
Sir Selvyn also built a solid 
reputation, starting early in 
life and continuing through 
his later years, as a newspa-
perman, lending his knowl-
edge and expertise to nation 
building via the fourth es-
tate. He was a teacher and 
motivator, generously shar-
ing what he knew with any-
one with whom he came in 
contact. In addition, he was 
an orator extraordinaire, 
whether he was speaking 
with politicians, captains of 
industry or keeping court 
with the customers to his 
bakery. He loved his coun-
try, he loved people and he 
loved to laugh.

On the political field, Sir 
Selvyn secured his place in 
history when as a young, 
first-time challenger he de-
feated a four-time and se-
nior incumbent, Sir Vere C. 
Bird in the 1971 elections. 
He served as Minister of 
Economic Development 
and Tourism in the Pro-
gressive Labour Movement 
(PLM) administration.

Although he stopped jour-
neying to the media com-
pany where he last worked 
circa 2014, Sir Selvyn con-

tinued to write and give 
guidance from home for 
a long time afterward. In 
2013, on the Nation’s 32nd 
Anniversary of Indepen-
dence, a knighthood was 

conferred upon him for his 
contributions to the country.

The UWI community ex-
tends heartfelt condolenc-
es to Sir Selvyn’s family, 
friends and colleagues.

around the world. 
It is also a great day to raise aware-

ness about the profession and share 
experiences on what it is like to be 
part of the HR community.

HRPAB’s general meetings are 

held on the third Wednesday of each 
month usually at the Employers’ 
Federation Conference Room from 
5pm. 

However, since the onset of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we have been 
holding our meetings virtually. 

We invite all HR practitioners in 
Antigua and Barbuda to be a part of 
our community. 

Information can be found on our 
Facebook page and we can be con-
tacted via email at hrpro.ab@gmail.
com.

UWI mourns the passing 
of Sir Selvyn Walter

Sir Selvyn Walter

cont’d from pg 12
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(thenewtodaygrenada.com) Newly 
designated Foreign Affairs Minister 
Oliver Joseph has told public offi-
cers in Grenada that retrenchment 
is on the cards as the cash-strapped 
Keith Mitchell-led New National Par-
ty (NNP) administration might not be 
able to meet its financial obligations to 
them in the New Year.

An authoritative source told THE 
NEW TODAY that the minister con-
veyed the grim news at a meeting held 
last week Tuesday at CAIPO Building 
on Lucas Street between a Govern-
ment delegation and members of the 
Public Workers Union (PWU) and the 
Technical & Allied Workers Union 
(TAWU) and other bodies represent-
ing various public sector employees.

According to the source, Minster Jo-
seph asked the union representatives 
to forego the 4% increase in salaries to 
take effect in January in order to save 
their jobs because government cannot 
pay them as agreed upon.

““We met Face-to-Face at the CAI-
PO Building last week Tuesday. He 
(Minister Joseph) said to us that he 
wanted us to forego the 4% and he 
wants us to come up with ideas of 
what we think they should do in order 
to raise revenue and to help to boost 
the economy because of the effect that 
is happening in all economies around 
the world including Grenada because 
of Covid-19.

“He said to us that it was either fore-
go the 4% or send home workers be-
cause they have to look at how they 
could get revenue because govern-
ment cannot pay, government is now 
in a crisis because of the fact that they 
have to support the other institutions 
within the country such as the tourist 
industry etc., etc.

“They are asking us to forego our 

4% – that is exactly how the minister 
put it. He is asking us to forego the 4% 
because the government is unable to 
pay – they are not making the revenue 
collection they projected when they 
offered and signed onto the 4%.

“If we don’t forego our 4% they may 
have to send workers home. That is 
what the man tell us. He say is either 
they send workers home or we forego. 
That is the option that they may have 
to go towards”.

In recent weeks, the ruling New Na-
tional Party (NNP) administration of 
Prime Minister Mitchell has been re-
porting a significant drop in revenue 
collection from the Customs Depart-
ment and the Inland Revenue Depart-
ment in the Ministry of Finance.

The union representative told THE 
NEW TODAY that the senior govern-
ment minister indicated that govern-
ment has to pump monies into other 
institutions on the island and cannot 
find additional funds to pay to civil 
servants and “to give the work force 
an increase in salary come 2021”.

He dropped hints that this issue can 

become very thorny between govern-
ment and the unions given the state of 
play in the public service.

He spoke of the unions receiving re-
ports on a daily basis about the Mitch-
ell-led government hiring a number of 
non-established workers to do the job 
of civil servants.

“So if you cannot pay the public 
workers that you already have, why 
are you inflating the public service and 
telling the public officers that are there, 
you have to send them home because 
you cannot pay their 4% – they must 
forego their 4% or send them home?”

The union representative accused the 
NNP regime of trying to create what 
he called “a parallel public service” 
and “to have a public service of scab 
labour just in case the unions decide 
no we’re not foregoing our 4% and we 
are going to fight it”.

“That is what it is telling us – a scab 
labour of persons who are not con-
trolled by the Public Service Commis-
sion, who can carry out the will of the 
politicians whether illegal or not so 
when the politicians ask them to do 
something illegal they have to carry it 
out – they cannot question it because 
they are not under the public service,” 
he said.

The official accused the Mitchell-led 
government of engaging in union 
bursting tactics and trying to get rid of 
the PSC and the constitutionally guar-
anteed rights of public officers by its 
attitude to public officers.

He said: “So really it is mashing up 
of the Public Service institutions … so 
you don’t have public servants really. 
What you have is people who are con-
tracted and who don’t have to go by 
the rules of the Public Service Com-
mission – they don’t have to abide by 

Oliver Joseph: Grenada gov’t 
is now in a financial crisis 

Oliver Joseph – newly designated Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs

cont’d on pg 15
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(LoopSLU)Fifty-two per 
cent (52%) of the candi-
dates who wrote the CSEC 
Mathematics examination 
for 2020 have passed.

And this is, in fact, “a 
slight improvement” over 
49 per cent passes in 2018 
and “a marked improve-
ment” over 2019 when 
some 46 per cent of can-
didates attained acceptable 
grades, according to the 
Director of Operations, Ex-
amination Services Divi-
sion at CXC, Nicole Man-
ning. However, in speaking 
to Loop News on the side-
lines of the ceremony for 
the official release of the 
July 2020 Examinations 
Results, CXC Registrar 
and CEO Dr Wayne Wesley 
said:

“With having just over 
50 per cent or 52 per cent 
I think it was, we, certainly 
CXC would be concerned 
about students and their 
preparation for these exam-
inations.”

Furthermore he added:
“. . .50 per cent would not 

give us the kind of satis-
faction that we would want 
to have as it relates to the 
development of the hu-
man capital within the re-
gion and as such we would 
definitely have to do some 
work to increase that num-
ber.”

Way forward - Retraining 

and teaching teachers to 
teach Math concepts cre-
atively. He said that 2020 
presented unique circum-
stances but from this year’s 
results, “what we have 
recognised, is that we will 
have to work closer with 
the teachers, particularly 
as it relates to the admin-
istration of SBAS, which 
is the Schools-Based As-

sessment component of our 
examinations to ensure that 
the students are grasping 
the concepts that they are 
supposed to be mastering, 
as well as looking at the re-
sources that we make avail-
able through our learning 
hub for students to have ac-
cess to information and to 
aid their preparation.”

But Dr Wesley cautioned 
that improving this statistic 
and at the same time re-
ducing the fail rate will not 
happen overnight.

“A lot will have to be 
done, so it’s not just with 
the teachers, but perhaps 
working as well with our 
Teachers’ Colleges to help 
with those new students 
coming in and the creation 
of seminars that will help 
to build and expand com-
petencies of teachers in the 
delivery of these subjects.”

that and you can underpay them ad you 
don’t have to give them any benefits”.

Asked if the union representatives in-
dicated to Minister Joseph that they will 
have to go back to their membership for a 
mandate on the issue, he said: “We did not 
respond to him really. We have to go back 
to our membership and we have to deliber-
ate with our membership and let our mem-
bership give us directive where they want 
us to go based on the things that we know 
as public officers.”

“We must consult with our membership 

before we do anything because the collec-
tive will of the members must be heard,” 
he added. The union representative indi-
cated that the plan is for the group to ap-
proach the issue as a united team and “to 
join together to deliberate on this and to 
determine how we go forward”.

Grenada has an estimated 5500 public 
sector workers who are working on con-
tracts offered by PSC and hundreds of oth-
ers who are paid by the controversial Vote 
340 which is included in most government 
ministries and heavily influenced by the 
Political Directorate. 

CXC Registrar concerned: 48% 
of candidates failed CSEC Maths

CXC Registrar and CEO Dr Wayne Wesley speaking at the Official Release of the July 2020 Ex-
amination Results. He was at the CXC headquarters in Barbados on September 22

cont’d from pg 14
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(Dominicanewsonline) Effective 
October 1st, 2020, young people be-
low the age of 40, who plan to build 
their own homes, will be able to ac-
cess a $10,000 government grant.

Minister of Youth Development 
and Empowerment, Dr. Adis King 
said during the prime minister’s 
weekly talk show recently that the 
monies are already available and 
once the individual meets the crite-
ria, that person will be provided with 
the cheque.

“I must tell you that we have been 
generating a lot of interest. Right 
now you will find over 100 letters 
at the ministry inquiring about this 
$10,000 grant. The young people are 
quite excited and it is actually en-
couraging them to want to build their 
homes,” she said.

According to King, applicants must 
be Dominican citizens  and must be 
resident in Dominica.

“You should also be below the age 
of 40; that was part of what we de-
cided. Your annual income should 
be less than $100,000, you must be a 
first time owner of a home, so people 
who already have a home will not 
qualify under this program to help 
build a second home,” she explained.

The minister stated that people will 
be assigned to verify the information 
provided by the applicants, includ-
ing village council chair persons and 
Justices of the Peace.

She went on to say that the indi-
viduals must have an approved plan 
by the planning division, “they must 
have proof that they have the finance 
to construct the house or to purchase 
the house, because you can either get 

the grant if you want to build or if 
you want to purchase a property.”

If one is purchasing a house, she 
said, that person must have a letter 
from the seller indicating he/she in-
tends to sell to that individual.

Dr. King pointed out that there are 
a lot of young people who want to 
build, but do not have the extra push 
and government’s decision to de-
crease the transfer fees and the pro-
vision of a $10,000 grant are provid-
ed that incentive.

Meanwhile, thirty (30) families in 
the community of Grand Bay will re-
ceive keys to their new homes this 
week.

“I will be in Grandbay, I believe on 
Wednesday, handing over keys to 30 

families and I look forward to being 
part of this ceremony where 30 fam-
ilies from Wednesday afternoon will 
no longer be in any vulnerable cir-
cumstance,” Prime Minister Skerrit 
said on his programme.

Earlier this month, during his 
weekend programme, the Prime 
Minister reminded the public of the 
government’s self-imposed mandate 
to build 5000 resilient homes for 
Dominicans and indicated that about 
1500 people had already received 
the keys to their homes.

He said the government had also 
helped thousands of people to cover 
their roofs and expressed confidence 
that his administration will achieve 
the target of 5000 resilient homes.

Dominica: $10,000 grant from 
October for youth planning to 
build their homes – Adis King

Minister of Youth Development and Empowerment, Dr. Adis King
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(Kaieteurnewsonline) So-
cial distancing is one of the 
key tactics being pushed 
to combat the spread of the 
very contagious COVID-19 
disease. So, it is no surprise 
that recent protests have 
caused much worry among 
those within our health care 
system.

The protests, mainly on 
the West Coast of Berbice, 
were spurred by the killings 
of teenage cousins Isaiah and 
Joel Henry, whose mutilated 
bodies were found in a Cot-
ton Tree, West Coast Berbice 
backdam.

“The protest actions, espe-
cially in Region Five, were 
the most reckless acts thus 
far. While we were all ag-
grieved, our demonstrations 
were reckless and irrespon-
sible and we only have our-
selves to blame should this 
pandemic get out of control 
in Guyana,” said Dr. Bux.

Drawing attention to the 
possible fallout from the 
protests, Dr. Zulfikar Bux, 
a weekly contributor to 
this newspaper, said, “I had 
pleaded previously for us to 
not gather in crowds to cele-
brate or protest the outcome 
of the elections. My plea was 
because of what I knew and 
what I’m seeing daily with 
this pandemic.”

According to the Emergen-
cy Medicine Specialist, the 

coronavirus causing disease 
is one that “loves gatherings” 
since this is the best medium 
for it to spread and quickly 
cause a surge in cases. More-
over, transmission in a pro-
testing crowd can become 
especially easy, Dr. Bux 
explained, because persons 
may find it inconvenient to 
wear a mask while they try 
to voice their concerns. The 
heat of the day, the doctor 
noted too, can be a deterrent 
to adherence as well.

“Others tend to wipe their 
faces of sweat given the high 
temperatures and tense na-
ture of the surroundings. All 
of these are factors that has-
ten the spread of the corona-
virus from person to person. 
I worry that we will be see-

ing a surge in infections this 
week from the places where 
the protests occurred. This 
surge will spill over and has-
ten the spread of the infec-
tion throughout the country,” 
said Dr. Bux.

And should there be an 
unprecedented spread of 
the disease, Dr. Bux added, 
“I fear that it will break our 
medical system and many 
more lives will be lost.”

Of the more than 2,000 
positive cases, Guyana has 
recorded just over 60 deaths 
to date.

According to the medical 
practitioner, with the major-
ity of positive cases recover-
ing it could be deduced that 
the country is faced with a 
milder form of the disease. 

While most people’s im-
mune system may prove 
strong enough to fight off 
this, there are others who 
may not be so lucky, said Dr. 
Bux. Some asymptomatic 
persons, he theorized, can 
expose their relatives and 
friends including “the elder-
ly and those with other med-
ical conditions” who could 
become indirect casualties of 
COVID-19 acquired during 
protest actions.

Since early August Guy-
ana has been witnessing an 
alarming increase in cases 
suggesting an extraordinary 
spread of the disease.

Even as he anticipated a 
further surge in cases, Dr. 
Bux said, “It’s fair to say that 
everyone that gathered at the 
protests is now at risk of hav-
ing COVID-19.”

And should a spike in cas-
es materialize in the coming 
days, it could easily over-
whelm the medical system, 
Dr. Bux has concluded.

“If we continue to destroy 
the environment that we de-
pend on for our survival, 
then there will come a point 
where each and every one of 
us cannot thrive,” he added.

As such, surviving the 
disease, he underscored, is 
dependent on sensible peo-
ple working together in a 
responsible way to “fight the 
virus”.

Guyana: Further spike in 
COVID-19 cases could 

“break” our medical system

Emergency Medicine Specialist, Dr. Zulfikar Bux.
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(Reuters) U.S. President 
Donald Trump told the 
United Nations General 
Assembly on Tuesday that 
China must be held ac-
countable for having “un-
leashed” COVID-19 on the 
world, prompting Beijing 
to accuse him of “lies” and 
abusing the United Na-
tions platform to provoke 
confrontation.

China’s President Xi Jin-
ping struck a conciliatory 
tone in his pre-recorded 
virtual address to the Gen-
eral Assembly, calling for 
enhanced cooperation over 
the pandemic and stressing 
that China had no intention 
of fighting “either a Cold 
War or a hot war with any 
country.”

But China’s U.N. am-
bassador Zhang Jun reject-
ed Trump’s accusations 
against China as “base-
less” and said “lies repeat-
ed a thousand times are 
still lies.”

Trump and Xi, leaders 
of the world’s two larg-
est economies, laid out 
competing visions at a 
time when relations have 
plunged to their worst lev-
el in decades, with corona-
virus tensions aggravating 
trade and technology dis-
putes.

Trump, facing a Novem-
ber re-election battle with 
the United States dealing 
with the world’s highest 
official number of deaths 
and infections from the 
coronavirus, focused his 

speech on attacking China.
He accused Beijing of 

allowing people to leave 
China in the early stages of 
the outbreak to infect the 
world while shutting down 
domestic travel.

“We must hold account-
able the nation which un-
leashed this plague onto 
the world, China,” he said 
in remarks taped on Mon-
day and delivered remote-
ly to the General Assembly 
due to the pandemic.

“The Chinese govern-
ment, and the World Health 
Organization – which is 
virtually controlled by 
China – falsely declared 
that there was no evidence 
of human-to-human trans-
mission,” he said.

“Later, they falsely said 
people without symptoms 
would not spread the dis-
ease ... The United Nations 
must hold China account-
able for their actions.”

The president promised 
to distribute a vaccine and 
said: “We will defeat the 

virus, and we will end the 
pandemic.”

Xi’s address contained 
what appeared to be an 
implicit rebuke to Trump, 
calling for a global re-
sponse to the coronavi-
rus and a leading role for 
the WHO, which the U.S. 
president has announced 
plans to leave.

“We should enhance sol-
idarity and get through this 
together,” he said.

“We should follow the 
guidance of science, give 
full play to the leading role 
of the World Health Orga-
nization and launch a joint 
international response ... 

“Any attempt of politi-
cizing the issue, or stigma-
tization, must be rejected.”

The WHO rejected 
Trump’s remarks.

“No one gov’t controls 
us,” its communications 
director, Gabby Stern 
tweeted, adding: “On Jan. 
14 our #COVID19 techni-
cal lead told media of the 
potential for human-to-hu-

man transmission. Since 
February, our experts have 
publicly discussed trans-
mission by people with-
out symptoms or prior to 
symptoms.”

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin told the Gen-
eral Assembly the WHO 
should be strengthened to 
coordinate the global re-
sponse to the pandemic 
and proposed a high-level 
conference on vaccine co-
operation.

China has portrayed it-
self as the chief cheer-
leader for multilateralism 
at a time when Trump’s 
disregard for international 
cooperation has led him 
to quit global deals on cli-
mate and Iran, as well as 
the U.N. Human Rights 
Council and the WHO.

Xi took an apparent 
swipe at Trump’s “America 
First” policy in a statement 
on Monday to a meeting 
celebrating the U.N.’s 75th 
anniversary.

“No country has the right 
to dominate global affairs, 
control the destiny of oth-
ers, or keep advantages in 
development all to itself. 

“Even less should one be 
allowed to do whatever it 
likes and be the hegemon, 
bully or boss of the world. 
Unilateralism is a dead 
end,” he said.

The U.S. coronavi-
rus death toll surpassed 
200,000 on Monday, by far 
the highest official number 
of any country.

US-China tensions at U.N. as Trump 
accuses Beijing of unleashing ‘plague’

U.S. President Donald Trump with China’s President Xi Jinping.
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(CNN) Child rights agen-
cy UNICEF has condemned 
the sentencing of a 13-year-
old boy to 10 years in prison 
for blasphemy in northern 
Nigeria.

Omar Farouq was convict-
ed in a Sharia court in Kano 
State in northwest Nigeria 
after he was accused of us-
ing foul language toward 
Allah in an argument with a 
friend.

He was sentenced on Au-
gust 10 by the same court 
that recently sentenced a 
studio assistant Yahaya 
Sharif-Aminu to death for 
blaspheming Prophet Mo-
hammed, according to law-
yers.

Farouq’s punishment is 
in violation of the African 
Charter of the Rights and 
Welfare of a Child and the 
Nigerian constitution, said 
his counsel Kola Alapinni, 
who told CNN they filed an 
appeal on his behalf on Sep-
tember 7.

Farouq was tried as an 
adult because he has at-
tained puberty and has full 
responsibility under Islamic 
law.

Alapinni told CNN he 
or other lawyers working 
on the case have not been 
granted access to Farouq by 
authorities in Kano State.

He said he found out about 
Farouq’s case by chance 
when working on the case 
of Sharif-Aminu, who was 
sentenced to death for blas-
phemy at the Kano Upper 

Sharia Court.
“We found out they were 

convicted on the same day, 
by the same judge, in the 
same court, for blasphemy 
and we found out no one 
was talking about Omar, so 
we had to move quickly to 
file an appeal for him,” he 
said.

“Blasphemy is not recog-
nized by Nigerian law. It is 
inconsistent with the consti-
tution of Nigeria.”

The lawyer said Farouq’s 
mother had fled to a neigh-
boring town after mobs de-
scended on their home fol-
lowing his arrest.

“Everyone here is scared 
to speak and living under 
fear of reprisal attacks,” he 

said.
UNICEF Wednesday is-

sued a statement “express-
ing deep concern” about the 
sentencing.

“The sentencing of this 
child -- 13-year-old Omar 
Farouq -- to 10 years in 
prison with menial labour is 
wrong,” said Peter Hawkins, 
UNICEF representative in 
Nigeria. “It also negates all 
core underlying principles 
of child rights and child jus-
tice that Nigeria -- and by 
implication, Kano State -- 
has signed on to.”

Kano State, like most pre-
dominantly Muslim states 
in Nigeria, practices Sharia 
law alongside secular law.

CNN contacted a spokes-

man for the Kano State gov-
ernor for comment but had 
not heard back before pub-
lication.

UNICEF has called on the 
Nigerian government and 
the Kano State government 
to urgently review the case 
and reverse the sentence, 
the organization said in a 
statement.

“This case further under-
lines the urgent need to ac-
celerate the enactment of 
the Kano State Child Pro-
tection Bill so as to ensure 
that all children under 18, 
including Omar Farouq are 
protected -- and that all chil-
dren in Kano are treated in 
accordance with child rights 
standards,” Hawkins said.

Outrage as Nigeria sentences 
13-year-old boy to 10 years in prison

A team of Islamic sharia enforcers called Hisbah on patrol in the northern Nigerian city of Kano.
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(BBC) A Canadian wom-
an has been charged in US 
federal court for allegedly 
posting a letter with dead-
ly ricin poison to President 
Donald Trump.

Pascale Ferrier, of Que-
bec, was arrested at a border 
crossing in Buffalo, New 
York, on Sunday. Officials 
say she was carrying a gun.

She has pleaded not guilty 
to making threats against 
the president.

The letter she allegedly 
sent last week was discov-
ered before it reached the 
White House.

In it, she called on Mr 
Trump to drop out of the US 
presidential race. The envel-
op contained ricin, a poison 
found naturally in castor 
beans.

“I found a new name 
for you: ‘The Ugly Tyrant 
Clown’,” she wrote in the 
letter to Mr Trump, accord-
ing to FBI charging docu-
ments filed ahead of her first 
court appearance in New 
York on Tuesday.

“I hope you like it. You 
ruin USA and lead them to 
disaster. I have US cousins, 
then I don’t want the next 4 
years with you as president. 
Give up and remove your 
application for this elec-
tion.”

The letter, which the FBI 
says had her fingerprints on 
it, referred to the poisoned 
note as “a special gift”, add-
ing: “If it doesn’t work, I’ll 
find better recipe for anoth-

er poison, or I might use 
my gun when I’ll be able to 
come. “

The suspect may have 
also sent ricin to five ad-
dresses in Texas, including 
a jail and a sheriff’s office, 
according to the court doc-
uments.

Ms Ferrier appeared in 
court on Tuesday afternoon 
in Buffalo, New York, with 
the aid of a French-speak-
ing translator, according to 
local media.

She asked for a court ap-
pointed defence lawyer 
during the hearing. 

That lawyer also request-
ed an identity and probable 
cause hearing, to have the 
court determine that she is 
the individual named in the 
complaint.

The judge scheduled these 
next hearings for 28 Sep-
tember. She will be in the 
custody of the US Marshals 
until that time, as prose-
cutors argued she poses a 
flight risk.

Who is Pascale Ferrier?
Pascale Cecile Veronique 

Ferrier, 53, is a computer 
programmer who is origi-
nally from France, but be-
came a Canadian citizen in 
2015, according to Canadian 
media. Sources tell Reuters 
she retains dual French-Ca-
nadian citizenship. She was 
living in the Canadian prov-
ince of Quebec.

In March 2019, she was 
arrested in Texas for unlaw-
fully carrying a weapon and 
using a fake driver’s licence, 
according to jail records. 

She was deported to Can-
ada after officials found she 
had overstayed her visa and 
committed a crime while 
in the US, according to the 
New York Times.

The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and the 
Secret Service are investi-
gating the package, which 
was discovered at a process-
ing facility for mail sent to 
the White House.

The presence of ricin was 

confirmed after several tests 
by the FBI, authorities said.

A spokesman for the Mis-
sion, Texas, police depart-
ment told the Associated 
Press on Monday an enve-
lope was in the care of lo-
cal officials and no-one had 
been hurt.

Another Texas Sheriff, 
Eddie Guerra in Hidal-
go County, also confirmed 
envelopes with ricin were 
posted to staff there, but re-
ported no injuries.

On Monday, the RCMP 
division in Quebec searched 
a residence in the Montreal 
suburb of Saint-Hubert that 
authorities said is linked to 
the suspect.

Senior US Customs and 
Border Protection official 
Mark Morgan on Tuesday 
said that Ms Ferrier had 
told border officers “she 
was wanted by the FBI for 
mailing envelopes with ri-
cin to the White House and 
other locations” when she 
approached the checkpoint 
on Sunday.

Officers found a gun, 
knife and ammunition in her 
car at the time of her arrest.

What is ricin?
Ricin is a lethal substance 

that, if swallowed, inhaled 
or injected, can cause nau-
sea, vomiting, internal 
bleeding and ultimately or-
gan failure.

No known antidote ex-
ists for ricin. If a person is 
exposed to ricin, death can 

Pascale Ferrier: White House 
ricin package suspect in court

Pascale Ferrier, of Quebec, was arrested at a border crossing 
in Buffalo, New York, on Sunday

cont’d on pg 21
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(Aljazeera) Qatar Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani has questioned 
the credibility of the inter-
national community as it 
“stands by, unable to take 
any effective action to con-
front Israeli intransigence 
and its continued occu-
pation of Palestinian and 
Arab land”.

In his video speech at the 
75th session of the United 
Nations General Assem-
bly, the emir questioned 
the role of countries and 
organisations for failing 
to uphold the resolutions 
against the continued Israe-
li occupation of Palestinian 
territories and its expansion 
of settlement building.

He accused Israel of car-
rying out “flagrant violation 
of international resolutions 
and the two-state solution 
as agreed upon by the inter-
national community”.

“The international com-
munity stands by, unable 
to take any effective action 
to confront Israeli intransi-
gence, its continued occu-

pation of Palestinian and 
Arab land, the imposition 
of a stifling siege on the 
Gaza Strip, [and] the ex-
panding settlement policy, 
among others,” he said.

“Peace can only be 
achieved when Israel fully 
commits to the internation-
al terms of reference and 
resolutions that are accept-
ed by the Arab countries 
and upon which the Arab 
Peace Initiative is based.”

The Arab Peace Initia-
tive was a plan put forth 
by Saudi Arabia in 2002 
that called for normalis-
ing relations with Israel in 
exchange for an end to its 

occupation of Palestinian 
territories, the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state 
based on the 1967 borders 
and with East Jerusalem as 
its capital, as well as a just 
solution for Palestinian ref-
ugees.

Qatar’s ruler said Israel is 
trying to “circumvent these 
parameters” and any ar-
rangements that do not take 
these factors into account 
“will not achieve peace”.

“Failure to find a just 
solution to the Palestinian 
cause, Israel’s continued 
settlements, and forcing a 
reality on the ground with-
out being deterred, this 

is what raises the biggest 
question about the credi-
bility of the international 
community and its institu-
tions,” the emir added.

He called upon the inter-
national community, par-
ticularly the UN Security 
Council, to assume its legal 
responsibilities and “com-
pel Israel to lift the siege 
on the Gaza Strip, and to 
put the peace process back 
on track through credible 
negotiations based on in-
ternational resolutions and 
not on force”.

Speaking from outside 
the UN headquarters in 
New York, Al Jazeera’s 
James Bays said it was 
interesting to see many 
Arab states within the Arab 
League remain consistent 
in their views on Israel and 
Palestine - which revolves 
around the international 
consensus that there should 
be a two-state solution.

On September 15, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain signed agreements 
to normalise relations with 
Israel in a strategic realign-
ment of Middle Eastern 
countries against Iran.

The ceremony was host-
ed by US President Donald 
Trump at the White House, 
capping a dramatic month 
when the countries agreed 
to normalise ties without 
a resolution of Israel’s de-
cades-old conflict with the 
Palestinians, who have con-
demned the agreements.

take place within 36 to 72 hours, depend-
ing on the dose received, according to the 
US Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC).

The CDC said the poison - which has 
been used in terror plots - can be manufac-
tured into a weapon in the form of a pow-
der, mist or pellet.

The White House and other federal 
buildings have been the target of ricin 
packages in the past.

In 2014, a Mississippi man was sen-
tenced to 25 years in prison for sending 
letters dusted with ricin to former Presi-
dent Barack Obama and other officials.

TV actress Shannon Richardson, who 
was featured on the programme The Walk-
ing Dead, was jailed for 18 years in 2014 
for mailing ricin to Mr Obama and former 
New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

Four years later, in 2018, a former Navy 
veteran was charged with sending toxic 
letters to the Pentagon and White House.

At UN, Qatar emir questions world 
inaction on Israeli occupation

Qatar emir accused Israel of ‘flagrant violation of international 
resolutions and the two state solution as agreed upon by the 
international community’.

cont’d from pg 20
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1	 Bad-tempered person (10)
7	 Flourish (7)
8	 Son of Abraham, offered as a sacrifice to God (5)
10	 ___ Bodies, Evelyn Waugh’s 1930 novel (4)
11	 Valued possession that’s handed down (8)
13	 Side roads (6)
15	 Hostess in a kimono (6)
17	 OK (3,5)
18	 LSD (4)
21	 Zany (5)
22	 Walk wearily (7)
23	 Observant (10)

1	 Shade of pink (5)
2	 Bovine creatures (4)
3	 Insectivorous plant (6)
4	 Enclosures for birds (8)
5	 Mountain-dwelling antelope (7)
6	 On the level (5,5)
9	 Take by force (10)
12	 Slavic alphabet (8)
14	 Greet (7)
16	 Closely confined (4,2)
19	 Get into trouble (3,2)
20	 Green ornamental stone (4)

Across Down

Dilbert
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ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Keep your temper on a tight 
leash in the week ahead even when it’s tempting to let it 
loose. You may be happiest when working as a team with 
some friendly people, but be discreet and avoid being too 
playful.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): If you can’t win a war of 
wits, you may try to compete with your wallet. In the week 
ahead you may consider casually spending money just to 
prove a point. Avoid the temptation to please others no 
matter the cost.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Handling fast-paced activities 
and results-driven people may deplete your storehouse of 
social skills in the week ahead. Take a second look at bills, 
emails and proposals, as you might miss the fine print.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): To make money, sometimes 
you must spend money. However, during the upcoming 
week you might notice that expenditures outweigh the 
benefits. You may suffer from an illusion that you are in 
total control.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Once you have a goal in mind, it 
may be difficult to stop thinking about it. Avoid any relentless 
quest for now, as this may offend friends or partners who 
feel left out of the equation. Be energetic but not headstrong 
this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): In the week ahead, keep your 
sights fixed on achieving major long-term goals even when 
new ideas, desires and distractions crop up. Don’t accept 
vague answers or ask misleading questions when money is 
involved.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Your head might not 
understand what your heart already knows. At some point 
during the upcoming week you might realize that one of 
your best ideas was a mere fantasy. Don’t take a casual 
flirtation too seriously.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Your warmth and 
friendliness are potent tonics best used in small doses as 
this week unfolds. Focus on finding long-term solutions to 
temporary financial problems. Don’t be too proud to ask for 
advice or guidance.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You probably know 
best when it comes to handling your resources as this week 
unfolds. Some people may urge you to spend today and pay 
tomorrow, but you have a long-term vision of prosperity to 
bank on.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your generosity knows 
no bounds, but someone else may count on that. A co-worker 
or acquaintance may inadvertently cause you financial 
hardship. In the week ahead, remember “neither a borrower 
nor a lender be.”

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Someone in your intimate 
circle could rub you the wrong way during the week to 
come. Abrasive individuals in the workplace could put you 
on your guard as well. Don’t take criticism personally but 
see the lesson.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Staging an intervention in an 
effective way may require all your diplomatic skills and 
your gentlest management. You may find yourself dealing 
with anger issues in the week ahead when someone doesn’t 
get their way.
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Las Vegas Raiders head 
coach, Jon Gruden, said he 
“just wanted to communi-
cate” when he removed his 
face mask in the side’s win 
against the New Orleans 
Saints.

Under the NFL’s corona-
virus protocol, anyone with 
bench area access must wear 
a face covering at all times.

Gruden and Saints coun-
terpart, Sean Payton, could 
face fines after being seen 
without masks during Tues-
day’s game.

According to ESPN, three 
NFL clubs and their head 

coaches have already been 
fined.

“I’m doing my best,” 
Gruden said.

 “You know, I’ve had the 
virus. I’m very sensitive 

about it, but I’m calling 
plays. I just want to commu-
nicate in these situations and 
I apologise. If I get fined, I 
will have to pay the fine.”

The Denver Broncos, San 

Francisco 49ers and Seattle 
Seahawks have been fined 
£195,000, with the head 
coaches of each team having 
to pay £78,000 for violating 
rules on face coverings.

Broncos coach, Vic Fangio, 
49ers head coach, Kyle Sha-
nahan, and Seahawks head 
coach Pete Carroll were all 
seen without masks during 
their week two games.

The Raiders, playing their 
first game at the new Al-
legiant Stadium, beat the 
Saints 34 - 24 to secure two 
wins from two games this 
season.

Italian authorities are investigating 
alleged “irregularities” in Uruguayan 
footballer Luis Suarez’s Italian citi-
zenship test.

The Barcelona striker took the 
exam last week as part of a possible 
move to Italian club Juventus, but the 
Perugia prosecutor’s office and the 
financial police say they are looking 
into how the test took place.

Judicial sources, however, have told 
Italian news agency Ansa that Suarez 
himself is not under investigation.

The player allegedly knew about 
subjects given in the test before he 
took it at the University of Perugia 
and had his final score agreed before-
hand, according to a statement issued 
by the prosecutor’s office in Perugia, 
central Italy, and the Guardia di Fi-

nanza.
Moreover, the Uruguay national 

“demonstrated only an elementary 
knowledge of the Italian language”, 
according to the statement.

Five university officials, including 
the dean, are now under investigation. 

Authorities seized documents at the 
university on Tuesday.

The University of Perugia, where 
the test took place, has denied any 
wrongdoing. 

In a statement, the institution reiter-
ated “the correctness and transparen-
cy of the procedures followed in the 
exam”.

Reports earlier in September said 
Suarez had agreed a deal with Juven-
tus, but his citizenship remained an 
issue, as the club had no spots left in 

their squad for non-EU players.
Suarez’s wife is Italian, making him 

eligible to apply for an Italian pass-
port, which would have allowed him 
to transfer to the Turin-based club, 
but the 33-year-old player needed to 
pass a language exam, which he took 
at Perugia’s University for Foreigners 
on 17 September.

Saurez’s Italian citizenship 
test investigated

Luis Suarez

NFL coach faces 
coronavirus mask fine

Las Vegas Raiders head coach, Jon Gruden
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Tammy Beaumont’s 
eyecatching half-century 
helped England to a 47-run 
win and a 1-0 series lead 
over West Indies in their 
first international since 
March.

Beaumont struck 62 from 
49 balls as England, de-
spite a late innings wobble, 
posted 163-8, with Windies 
pace bowler Shakera Sel-
man taking a fine 3-26.

West Indies limped 
through their response, with 
Deandra Dottin’s 69 the 
only score of note as the 
tourists struggled to keep 
up with the rate and En-
gland impressed in the field.

They finished their 20 
overs on 116-6, with left-
arm spinner Sophie Eccle-

stone taking 2-19 as En-
gland cruised to victory.

This was the first wom-
en’s match involving an In-
ternational Cricket Council 
full member since the T20 
World Cup final in March.

Then, 86,00 people 
crammed into the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground. 
Now, the matches took 

place in a bio-secure bub-
ble behind closed doors in 
Derby.

Despite the obvious dif-
ferences, this was a solid 
performance from England 
and, in parts, West Indies.

The second game of the 
five-match series takes 
place on Wednesday at 
18:00 BST.

The United Kingdom 
prime minister, Boris John-
son, has confirmed that plans 
for fans to return to watch 
live sport events in England 
from 1st October will not go 
ahead.

The plans were placed 
under review after a rise in 
coronavirus cases.

The UK’s COVID-19 alert 
level has moved to 4, mean-
ing transmission is “high or 
rising exponentially”.

In an address to the Com-
mons on Tuesday, he an-
nounced new restrictions for 

the country and those includ-
ed halting of the phased re-
turn of fans.

“We will not be able to 
do this from October 1 and 
I recognise the implications 
for our sports clubs, which 
are the life and soul of our 
communities,” he added.

“The chancellor and the 
culture secretary are work-
ing urgently on what we can 
do now to support them.”

The prime minister also 
said current restrictions are 
likely to remain in place for 
the next six months.

“We have to acknowledge 
the spread of the virus is now 
affecting our ability to re-
open large sporting events,” 
said the prime minister.

He told Guardian Media 
Sports, however, that con-
sideration will be given to 
what’s happening with FIFA 
internationally.

On September 11, Wallace 
and his team filed an injunc-
tion to block the member-
ship for holding an Extraor-
dinary General Meeting of 
the association’s members, 
which was scheduled for 
Tuesday 15, which High 
Court Judge Carol Gobin 
granted on September 14. 

The meeting was to vote 
for Wallace and his team 
to forgo litigation in local 
courts against FIFA and 
move the matter to the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport 
(CAS), which like FIFA is 
based in Switzerland, and 
also recognise the March 
27 FIFA appointed Normal-
isation Committee which is 
led by businessman, Robert 
Hadad, who is joined by at-
torney, Judy Daniel (deputy 
chairman) and member Ni-
gel Romano.

Tammy Beaumont makes 62 
as hosts claim 47-run win

cont’d from pg 26

UK ditches plans to allow 
fans at sporting events
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Members of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Football Asso-
ciation (TTFA) called a cru-
cial meeting of the sport’s 
membership on Tuesday at 
7 pm to discuss the way for-
ward in the sport in T&T.

The TTFA, which com-
prises the elected president 
William Wallace and his 
vice presidents, Clynt Tay-
lor, Joseph Sam Phillip and 
Susan Joseph-Warrick, has 
until Wednesday to drop 
their court battle against the 
FIFA or else face sanctions.

The invitations appeared 
to have been sent out to cer-
tain delegates, as it specifi-
cally called only for invited 
members on the list of dele-
gates to tune in to the virtu-
al session, where a decision 
to drop the legal battle with 
FIFA is not specific on the 
agenda. 

Guardian Media Sports 
was reliably informed that 
some delegates from the 
T&T Pro League, which 
has been represented by an 
outspoken chairman Brent 
Sancho, did not receive in-
vitations while only the 
T&T Super League and the 
Secondary Schools Football 
League (SSFL) were among 

eleven members invited.
The TTFA has been chal-

lenging a decision by FIFA 
on March 17 to install a 
Normalisation Committee 
as a replacement for the 
duly elected administra-
tion (TTFA) after just three 
months in office.

In a statement, Wallace 
assured letters will be sent 
out to all delegates, adding 
that the invitations were be-
ing extended via an online 
delegate chat, or by email. 

“Whoever did not collect 
invitations as yet will re-
ceive them later today, but 
invitations will be sent to 
all. We need to hear what 
the members think and how 
they propose we move for-
ward with the sport,” Wal-
lace explained.

Meanwhile, Osmond 
Downer, a vice president 
of the T&T Football Ref-
erees Association, which is 
one of the invited entities 
to the meeting explained to 
Guardian Media Sports on 
Tuesday that: “It is not a 
General Meeting. A General 
Meeting can only be called 
by the Board of Directors or 
fifty per cent of the member-
ship. At present, there is no 

Board of Directors because 
that has been replaced by 
the Normalisation Commit-
tee and for the membership 
did not call the meeting and, 
the membership must also 
be given at least 10 days no-
tice.”

Downer, who was one of 
the architects of the TTFA 
amended constitution in 
2015 said, “What has ap-
pended is the elected Pres-
ident Mr. William Wallace 
has called a meeting of the 
Delegates of the TTFA and 
that meeting is only for in-
formation, discussion and 
or opinions. No binding de-
cisions on anybody or any-
thing can happen.”

The TTFA was given an 

initial deadline of Septem-
ber 16th by FIFA General 
Secretary Fatma Samoura 
on August 26th, a mere two 
days before the FIFA Con-
gress on September 18th, 
which they (TTFA) failed to 
honour.

While the TTFA was ex-
pected to be suspended at 
the Congress, the FIFA Bu-
reau of Council instead opt-
ed to give the TTFA another 
chance by issuing a revised 
date of September 23 to 
drop the court case.

Wallace in a comment af-
ter the Congress said he will 
consider all options moving 
forward, and yesterday he 
reiterated that view by say-
ing he will be going into 
tonight’s meeting with an 
open mind.

Wallace calls TTFA 
membership meeting 

TTFA President William Wallace

cont’d on pg 25


